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This year’s furniture buying season in 

Asia again kicked off in March with the 

staging of the Malaysian International 

Furniture Fair (MIFF) and the Export 

Furniture Exhibition (EFE) in the 

Malaysian capital, Kuala Lumpur. Both 

fairs chalked up combined export sales 

of USD1.54 billion, with MIFF netting 

USD865 million and EFE recording 

USD670 million. Despite the lower 

sales achieved by both fairs compared 

with last year’s total of USD1.61 

billion, these figures, nonetheless, 

remained impressive given the present 

global economic uncertainties. This 

underscores the continuing appeal of 

Malaysia as a global furniture-sourcing 

destination. See page 2 for a report on 

MIFF and EFE.

In conjunction with MIFF 2015, MTC 

teamed up with the organizer of 

Southeast Asia’s leading furniture 

trade show to organize this year’s MIFF 

Furniture Design Competition (FDC). 

Adopting the theme “Living Furniture, 

Global Perspective”, the competition 

challenged aspiring young furniture 

designers to create, explore and think 

on a global scale as well as to breathe 

life into their designs with Malaysian 

timber taking centre stage as the main 

material. Equally noteworthy was the 

unwavering support from local furniture 

manufacturers in helping to create 

selected prototypes. MTC hopes that 

initiatives such as these will contribute 

towards the development of a design 

culture among Malaysian furniture 

manufacturers and move them up the 

value chain. See pages 3-7 for reports 

on the competition.   
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Dear Readers,

www.mtc.com.my

In yet another move to enhance the 

protection of its forest resources, 

Sarawak recently passed its Forest Bill 

2015, tabled to repeal and replace the 

state’s Forests Ordinance (Cap. 126) 

(1958). The new legislation reflects 

the seriousness of Chief Minister, The 

Rt. Hon. Tan Sri Adenan Satem, to 

stamp out illegal logging, ensure more 

effective environmental conservation 

and streamline forest management. 

The provisions in the new Bill include 

protecting forest enforcement officers 

while carrying out their duties, limiting 

the power of the Director of Forest as 

well as tightening rules and regulations 

over forest industry players. For more 

details on the Forest Bill 2015, turn to  

page 10.   

FOR THE LOVE OF WOOD section 

features Ayada Maldives, a pristine 

resort which captures the beauty of the 

Indian Ocean and the surrounding lush 

greenery with its vantage point. The 

resort owner’s choice of using hard-

wearing natural materials such as wood 

for its construction has made Ayada a 

visual feast. Malaysian hardwoods such 

as Merbau, Kempas, Meranti, Kapur and 

Balau have given this resort its classy 

charm as well as sturdiness. As with 

many holiday resorts in the Maldives, 

Mauritius and the Seychelles, amongst 

others, it is truly heartening to see 

Malaysian timbers being widely used 

in Ayada and how their understated 

elegance enhances the natural beauty 

of the resort. See pages 24-31.

Happy Reading!

The Editor
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AMAZING TIMBER STRUCTURES        
Prsotho Museum Research Centre 
(Japan), Massively Modern Timber 
Terraces (Australia), FMO Tapiola 
Prefab Wood Office Building (Finland)  
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Datuk Amar Douglas (second from left), officiating the opening of EFE 2015.

MIFF and EFE Continue to Attract International Buyers 
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“The furniture industry in Malaysia 

has gained international acceptance 

over the years due to its capacity 

to produce high quality furniture 

products, aligned to good business 

practices. Malaysia is currently the 

eighth largest global and the third 

largest Asian exporter of ‘Made 

in Malaysia’ furniture products to 

over 160 countries. It is my sincere 

hope that the furniture industry in 

Malaysia will continue to produce 

market-oriented products and build 

upon the business confidence of 

international buyers in Malaysian 

products.” 

This was among the key messages of 

the Malaysian Minister of Plantation 

Industries and Commodities, His 

Hon. Datuk Amar Douglas Uggah 

Embas, delivered at the opening 

ceremonies of the 2015 editions of 

the Malaysian International Furniture 

Fair (MIFF) and Export Furniture 

Exhibition (EFE) on 3 and 4 March, 

respectively.    

The Minister added that the direction 

for the Malaysian timber industry to 

remain sustainable and competitive 

is guided by the National Timber 

Industry Policy (NATIP), which 

aims to achieve RM53 billion export 

earnings for timber and timber 

products by 2020, which includes 

a furniture industry contribution of 

about RM16 billion.

“My ministry will continue to 

facilitate the development of 

the timber industry, in particular 

the development and exports of 

valued-added timber products. 

I am optimistic that the export 

performance of furniture products 

will continue to grow in the coming 

years. We need to continue our 

effort to strengthen the supply chain, 

production of new market oriented 

value-added products and explore 

new markets. The aggregation of 

these efforts will definitely contribute 

towards achieving the resilience of 

the  timber industry and achieve 

our long-term target by 2020,” said 

Datuk Amar Douglas. 

Datuk Amar Douglas Uggah Embas (centre) visiting one of the booths at MIFF 2015.
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Malaysian 
Timber Takes 
Center Stage 
at MIFF FDC
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After months of tireless design and creation, the 2015 

Malaysian International Furniture Fair Furniture Design 

Competition (MIFF FDC), sponsored by MTC, came to a fitting 

finale, as Stephanie Ng Hui Sien was named the grand prize 

winner. She beat over 220 other entries from design students 

and budding young designers across the country.

Aimed at challenging aspiring young furniture designers to 

create, explore and think on a global scale, the furniture design 

competition adopted the theme “Living Furniture, Global 

Perspective” this year, challenging participants to breathe life 

into their designs with Malaysian timber taking center stage as 

the main material. 

The competition gathered participants from across different 

walks of life with a simple passion for creation and design to 

discover the endless possibilities of Malaysian timber. 

Said MTC Chairman, Datuk Wee Jeck Seng, “Malaysia is the 8th 

largest exporter in the global furniture industry, with 80% of 

Malaysian furniture exported being wood-based. Not many are 

aware of this, so we believe this is an invaluable opportunity to 

be able to generate awareness among the younger generation 

on the eco-friendliness, versatility and beauty of timber while 

concurrently instilling in them an appreciation for timber as 

a highly sustainable and intricate material to incorporate into  

any design.

“We are extremely honoured to have had the opportunity 

to partner with MIFF this year. The FDC serves as a great 

springboard that will propel young 

furniture designers in the industry 

by providing them with invaluable 

guidance, advice and support 

from industry experts, as well as 

giving them hands-on experience 

in the manufacture of wood-based 

furniture. We have witnessed such 

amazing talent and potential in 

the submissions this year that we 

hope to be able to continue this 

collaboration in the future,” added 

Datuk Wee. 

The resounding success of the MIFF FDC should not only be 

attributed to the favourable participation of passionate young 

designers, but is also a result of the unwavering support from 

local timber manufacturers in bringing to fruition the young 

designers’ ideas by helping to create their prototypes.

With a passion for creation and timber, nine local furniture 

manufacturers boldly took on the challenge of lending support 

to the young designers despite not being fully equipped with 

the right machinery and technology.

As a result of hard work and patience, Supreme Tropical 

Furniture and Elk Furniture Industries received the Best 

Prototype Maker award for their collaborative effort in 

producing the Infinity Lounge Chair. Other manufacturers 

involved were Seow Buck Sen Furniture, Inception Design and 

Trading, Fella Design, BSL Furniture, Gamma Wood, Mau Sin 

Bentwood Industry, ELK Furniture Industries and Lencasa.

MTC is proud to have partnered with MIFF, Southeast Asia’s 

leading furniture trade show, by sponsoring the 2015 MIFF 

FDC, inspiring ambitious young designers to create a new 

genre of commercially viable furniture products. 

MTC was also an exhibitor at MIFF 2015 and promoted 

timbers suitable for furniture-making, which include 

Acacia, Rubberwood, Kembang Semangkok, Mengkulang                   

and Sepetir.   

Winners with UBM and MTC officials after receiving their prizes from His Hon. Datuk Lee Chee Leong, Deputy Minister of International Trade 
and Industry (fourth from left).

Vol. 21 No. 2 Timber Malaysia
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Young Talents in 
Furniture Design

FIRST-PRIZE WINNER

Stephanie Ng’s Mick’s Deck Chair with 

its classic geometry and elegant natural 

wood-grain finish won the judges’ 

hearts. The sturdy chair made from 

Red Balau comes with grooves along 

its frame which allow upholstery to be 

easily changed to suit different moods 

and feel. 

She was awarded RM10,000, a trophy as 

well as a certificate of achievement.

“I am a big advocate of the ability to 

transform products. A product has 

to be versatile and be able to cater 

to different users and maintain its 

aesthetic features at the same time,” 

said Stephanie.

“It was also an invaluable experience 

working with Malaysian timbers, 

understanding their properties and 

characteristics. I like timber’s natural 

look that shows the beauty of its grains. 

I intend to create more products with 

timber,” said Stephanie, who specializes 

in designing lights.

Mick’s Deck Chair was made by Supreme 

Tropical which created four prototypes 

as it experimented with different timber 

species and fabrics for the upholstery. 

Supreme Tropical’s Choo Ghee Kien’s 

accommodative nature is a reflection 

of his belief in nurturing potential 

designers. Choo also set up a company 

called Mfivio with MIFF’s FDC 2014 

winner, Francis Lye. 

T
THE Malaysian International Furniture Fair Furniture Design Competition 2015 (MIFF FDC), sponsored by MTC saw 

Stephanie Ng Hui Sien awarded the grand prize. In second place was Alice Lee Pei Ying and the third-prize winner was 

Wan Nurhanis Farisa Aziman.

MIFF invited designers, 30 years and below last year, to create a new genre of commercially viable furniture products. 

With wood being the main material, the designers had to construct furniture that was in tandem with the theme “Living 

Furniture, Global Perspective”. 

Over 220 participants took part in the competition. Ten finalists were shortlisted and their designs were showcased at an 

event where furniture manufacturers were invited to choose the designs they could help bring to life.

Nine furniture manufacturers boldly stepped forward to help these young designers to create the prototypes. 

The manufacturers were Seow Buck Sen Furniture, Inception Design and Trading, Fella Design, BSL Furniture, Supreme 

Tropical Furniture, Gamma Wood, Mau Sin Bentwood Industry, ELK Furniture Industries and Lencasa.

Here’s a complete report on the 10 finalists:
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SECOND-PRIZE WINNER

Back to Basic was Alice Lee’s design which was made by 

Lencasa. The multi-purpose furniture which can be a stool, 

coffee table or rack, can be further developed in terms of its 

usage. A hint of weave-craft inspired by vintage rattan chairs 

makes it visually pleasing.

Lencasa, which specializes in making beds using both solid 

wood and laminated veneer lumber (LVL), advised Alice on 

the choice of materials to enhance the product’s value and 

marketability.

“I had zero knowledge about wood until I worked with        

Mr Quek of Lencasa who taught me everything about this 

magnificent material and the furniture industry in Malaysia,” 

said Alice, who won RM5,000, a trophy and certificate         

of achievement.

“I was surprised to learn that Malaysian timbers can be 

aesthetically pleasing and durable. I had in the past sung 

praises of Oak, Walnut and Teak but now I have a better 

understanding of our Malaysian timbers. I have seen how 

Rubberwood and Balau are great for both indoor and 

outdoor applications, respectively,” added Alice, who used 

Rubberwood for her winning design.

Lencasa used LVL to make the frame but due to some 

technical difficulties the design had to be modified so that it 

could seat a regular-sized adult safely.

“What I learned from this experience is that timber detailing 

during the manufacturing process is very important in 

ensuring the quality of the finished product. I am very keen 

on working with Malaysian timbers again as I feel they give 

character and warmth like no other material,” she said.

The Infinity Lounge Chair by Wan Nurhanis takes 

after the stunning curves of the human anatomy 

which made creating the prototype an uphill task for 

Supreme Tropical. The wooden frames of the chair 

(made from Merpauh) had to be bent and fitted 

together securely for safety and stability purposes. 

“Designers are normally very particular about the 

aesthetics but we have to find a balance which will 

not compromise the stability and reliability of the 

furniture,” said Supreme Tropical’s Choo Ghee Kien.

It took Wan Nurhanis about a week to formulate the 

design as the idea was to challenge technology 

and form.

“It was quite a challenge to turn what I had on paper 

into reality. I wasn’t familiar with wood technology 

but Supreme Tropical taught me about the 

manufacturing process and the type of timber 

that had to be used. We decided on Merpauh, a 

medium hardwood. 

“I would love to use Malaysian timbers because of 

their aesthetic elements, grain and texture which are 

the source of their beauty. It has helped enhance 

the look and feel of my design,” said the final-year 

Industrial Design student of the International 

Islamic University.

Wan Nurhanis received RM2,500, a trophy and 

certificate of achievement.

THIRD-PRIZE WINNER
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The Kyte by Lim Bo Qiang

Lim had incorporated the shape 

of the Wau, the traditional Malay 

kite, into the design of the chair’s 

back rest. The Kyte is both beautiful 

and practical. It exudes a sense 

of lightness and comes with a 

compartment to store gadgets 

and other small items.

Kyte was made by Gamma 

Wood. Owner Chong Soon Keat, 

who is passionate about 

well-designed furniture, 

adapted the design 

to produce his own 

prototype (with Lim’s 

blessings, of course). 

The use of 

Rubberwood 

and stained 

veneer in Kyte 

has made 

it visually 

arresting. 

Brilliant Hibiscus by Muhammad Izzuddin Zolkalpli

Mau Sin Bentwood, which is well-known for its wood-bending 

technological know-how rose to the challenge of creating 

Muhammad’s coffee table called Brilliant Hibiscus. Rubberwood 

was used to produce the floral-based design which can be 

appreciated through the table’s glass top.

The original design was tweaked slightly for stability 

enhancement. Both parties agreed on a few modifications whilst 

maintaining the integrity and visual impact of the design.

The project was an excellent showcase of collaborative efforts in 

overcoming technical challenges.

Besch by Daniel Chua

Besch by Daniel Chua is a practical solution for small 

living areas. The furniture comes with a coat hanger and a 

seat that has a shoe rack. Besch is made of Rubberwood     

and MDF. 

BSL Furniture brought Besch to life. This prototype maker, 

who has never ventured into flat packing, decided to take 

up the challenge as it was an avenue for them to improve 

their manufacturing abilities.

Ex Nihilo by Hooi Yean Yee

Hooi Yean Yee’s Ex Nihilo is shaped after 

three-leaf clovers. The table takes the 

form of a piece of puzzle  and comes with 

matching stools that could nest neatly under 

the table. The design had to be tweaked 

a little to overcome certain technical 

challenges. 

Prototype maker, ELK Furniture, also 

made it possible to flat-pack the furniture. 

Rubberwood was used to make the Ex 

Nihilo, and the light upholstery provides 

endless customization options.

THE OTHER FINALISTS

The other finalists were Lim Bo Qiang who designed Kyte; 

Muhammad Izzuddin Zolkalpli (Brilliant Hibiscus); Daniel Chua 

Yong Ho (Besch); Tan Hui Yee (Vodkabella); Itsareeya Sittirat 

(My Star Side Table); Hooi Yean Yee (Ex Nihilo); and Lim Shinn 

Shan (Mancala)

Nick Wee of BSL Furniture said: “We 

actually got some new ideas by taking 

part in this competition. We are more      

macro but with Besch we had to think 

at a micro level which was new to us.”
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Vodkabella by Tan Hui Yee

It was not easy to match Tan Hui Yee to a single manufacturer. 

It required a collaboration as the Vodkabella, which is a stool, 

needed both Fella Design and Mau Sin Bentwood’s expertise.

Fella Design, which specializes in upholstery, made the seat 

cushions in different fabrics while Mau Sin Bentwood made 

the stool base from LVL.

The Vodkabella not only has beautiful upholstery, it is also 

versatile because of its choice of wood. 

The entire process of 

creating the prototype 

proved to be a 

learning point for 

Tan, who discovered 

Rubberwood’s and 

LVL’s durability as  

raw materials for 

furniture-making.

My Star Side Table by Itsareeya Sittirat

The beauty and subtle complexity of Islamic geometry was 

Itsareeya Sittirat’s source of inspiration for the My Star Side 

Table. The three-layered side table shelves provide ample 

storage space and the wood’s dark colour provides a nice 

contrast to its off-white base.

 “We need to invest in high-end equipment in order to remain 

competitive. The design is very nice but we only managed to 

incorporate 80 per cent of it,” said Philip Khor of Inception 

Design & Trading, who added that this was the first time the 

company was taking part in a furniture design competition.

When viewed from the side, the legs and base of the My Star 

Side Table take on the shape of a star. Acacia was used, and 

creating the prototype has enhanced Inception Design & 

Trading’s experience in wood joinery, said Philip.

Competition a good platform for 
budding furniture designers

The FDC provided an avenue for budding designers 

to get to know Malaysian timbers better and to 

consider a career in furniture design.

MTC’s involvement in FDC has helped these 

designers to better appreciate Malaysian timbers  

for furniture-making when it stipulated wood as the 

main material for the competition.

Going beyond their limitations, the prototype 

makers volunteered their expertise to these young 

designers out of goodwill and to support the FDC 

as well as the industry as a whole. 

This collaboration led to Supreme Tropical winning 

the “Best Prototype Maker” award alongside Elk 

Furniture for their joint effort in creating the Infinity 

Lounge Chair designed by Wan Nurhanis.

Mancala by Lim Shinn Shan

Seow Buck Sen created the prototype for designer Lim Shinn 

Shan’s Mancala, a lovely dresser inspired by the traditional 

Malay game, congkak. The Mancala is made of solid Merbau 

with pre-bored holes for accessories, among others.

Seow Buck Sen is a fiberboard manufacturer who had not 

produced furniture from solid wood. So it was a challenge for 

the company to create the prototype, and the final product 

speaks volumes of Seow Buck Sen’s craftsmanship.

Making the Mancala required five-inch solid wood panels which 

were difficult to cut.  After a failed first attempt, Seow Buck 

Sen had to purchase another stand of Merbau timber. Since, 

initially, it couldn’t cut the timber in such thickness, Seow 

Buck Sen decided to create two, two-and-a-half-inch panels 

and laminate them. It took Seow Buck Sen one-and-a-half 

months to create the dresser and the designer was given two 

prototypes to choose from.  
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The Future 
of Design in 
Malaysian 
Furniture

Vol. 21 No. 2 Timber Malaysia

This is not the first time that you have been 
invited as a judge for this competition. 
What are your general impressions of this                     
year’s competition?  

RM: The average quality is fair: the furniture is decently built; the 

safety features are fine; the functionality is acceptable. However, 

most of the products show little attention to small details, which 

are still a little too rough. The companies need to improve on the 

finer details of furniture-making. Ergonomics, good design, using 

local materials, attention to different markets’ needs: all of these 

aspects joined together can result in well-designed products. But 

it takes time.

In terms of design, it is highly important for the Malaysian 

furniture industry to really start thinking about its future, and how 

to ensure Malaysia’s position as a major furniture supplier to the 

world with design as a driving factor. A few of the companies 

might have enlisted some professional designers to enhance their 

products, but it was apparent that they were not really investing 

in design. 

What do you think Malaysian companies can 
do to start thinking more about design in        
making furniture?

RM: All the jury members agreed that it is crucial for Malaysian 

companies to move forward and to think of design as a key 

factor in their production. We’re not here to start a lesson 

about what design is, but we really would like to encourage 

Malaysian companies to start working on medium- or                                

long-term programmes, working with professional designers and 

consultants, to understand the real meaning of “design”. I feel 

that the change of mindset will only happen when the companies 

can see how designs could enhance margins. Only then will they 

take advantage of modifying part of their business model for 

designed-focused furniture.

Please share with us your thoughts on the 
various categories of the competition.

RM: On the office furniture category, the products were generally 

of good quality in terms of design, materials and construction 

techniques. The companies invested in innovation and research 

for new solutions to improve users’ experience of the furniture. 

They paid attention to human needs and sustainability as well. 

Materials and finishings respect the environment.

Additionally, the products were more functional and more 

friendly, and some of them were designed to improve daily 

routine. We also saw a more enhanced use of technology, another 

sign of improvement of design. On average, the entries were 

good, and we can pick at least one good, new idea, every year. 

As for the household category, in general, what we can say is that 

the quality of the products has improved, maybe by little, since 

last year.

TM

TM

TM

WWhere does design stand in 
bringing Malaysian furniture 
onto the next level? Timber 
Malaysia caught up with Roberta 
Mutti, the Chief Judge of the 
Furniture Excellence Award 
2015, an annual competition 
organised by the Malaysian 
International Furniture Fair, 
to gain her insights into how 
Malaysian manufacturers can 
use designs to enhance their 
furniture offerings to the world.
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How do you think Malaysian companies can 
move forward in terms of incorporating design 
into their furniture production?

RM: It is high time that the Malaysian companies start to look 

for their identity, a new identity based on Original Brand, which 

is not to be confused with positioning. These companies should 

work with designers to develop new products which are really 

original and made using local materials. Schools of design in 

Malaysia are among the best in the world: the companies should 

work with designers, hiring them, letting them free to experiment 

and research, and to develop new products.

Companies should also visit trade fairs and exhibition overseas, 

and support their designers in exploring as well, to see what 

good design is and how it is exhibited.

It is also high time that the companies invested in new 

technologies to raise the quality of their products, to compete 

with success in the international market. MIFF is investing 

significantly to push the companies towards new thresholds 

where design is the driver of the development. But the 

companies must also do their part.

The Malaysian furniture industry grew from a cottage industry 

to a mature industry, and today is the eighth biggest exporter 

in the world. This achievement took time to develop. Similarly, 

moving towards Original Brand will also require another huge 

leap of faith, and will take time. But the companies have the 

capacity, and Malaysia has good designers coming out from the 

schools. The range of woods is virtually infinite: think of how 

many countries in the world would like to have what Malaysia 

has to offer in terms of timber resources. There’s no reason why 

Malaysia cannot become number one in the world furniture 

ranking. But the change has to start now. 

TM
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The Sarawak State Legislative Assembly on 22 April 2015 

passed the Forest Bill 2015 after 20 elected representatives 

from both sides of the political divide participated in 

the debate. Second Minister of Resource Planning and 

Environment, His Hon. Datuk Amar Awang Tengah Ali Hasan 

(inset), tabled the Bill.

During the third reading of the Bill in the august house, 

Awang Tengah said the Bill was to enhance the state’s forest 

conservation efforts by empowering forest officers and 

increasing penalties for forest offences.

He called for cooperation from various agencies like the Forest 

Department Sarawak, Sarawak Forestry Corporation, Police, 

Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission, Malaysian Maritime 

Enforcement Agency and Customs Department to enable the 

Bill to be enforced systematically and effectively.

The Forests Bill 2015, was tabled to repeal and replace the 

Forests Ordinance (Cap. 126) (1958) which is a 1953 Ordinance 

that came into force on 1 January 1954, reprinted in 1972 and 

has been amended 28 times over the period since 1973.

The new Bill introduces heavier penalties for illegal logging and 

more powers for forest enforcement officers. It also provides 

for the protection and management of forests in Sarawak 

and to regulate the taking of forest produce and for matters 

connected therewith.

The changes introduced in the new Bill are in line with 

Chief Minister, The Rt. Hon. Tan Sri Adenan Satem’s 

efforts to eradicate illegal logging, ensure a more 

effective environmental conservation and to streamline                   

forest management.

One of the noticeable amendments in the new Bill is the legal 

empowerment of forestry enforcement officers to effectively 

combat illegal forestry practices. The whole Section V has 

been dedicated to the area of enforcement where powers 

of enforcement officers are clearly indicated. For example, 

Sarawak Passes 
Forest Bill 2015 to 
Enhance Protection 
of Forests

the enforcement officers are empowered by the new Bill to 

investigate, search and seize with or without warrants as well 

as to stop and search conveyances.

Other provisions in the new Bill include:

•	 protecting forest enforcement officers whereby any  

 person who assaults, obstructs, impedes or interferes  

 with any forest officer, police officer or public servant  

 in the performance of his functions, shall be guilty  

 of an offence and shall, upon conviction, be punished  

 with a fine of not less than RM25,000 and not   

 exceeding RM150,000 or imprisonment not exceeding  

 seven years or both.

•	 limiting the power of the Director of Forests while that  

 of the Minister increases. The Forest Director used to  

 be allowed to grant special permits (SP) such as Letter  

 of Authorisation and Occupational Temporary License,  

 but under the new Bill, even SPs of less than a year’s  

 validity can only be issued with the endorsement of       

 the Minister.

•	 tightening of rules and regulations over forest industry  

 players whereby any licence holders convicted of any  

 offence stated in the new Bill will see the cancellation  

 or suspension of their licences.

Imposing heavy fines or imprisonment on industry players 

or employees flouting the law. Under Section 105 of the new 

Bill, any false declaration orally or written or forgery will 

result in a fine of RM25,000 or not exceeding RM150,000 

or imprisonment not exceeding seven years or both for              

an individual.

Said Awang Tengah: “The Forests Bill 2015 is a clear 

manifestation of the state government’s resolute 

commitment to strengthen the state’s forest management 

and taking into account the environment and welfare of the                         

local community.” 
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Sarawak aims to rely solely on timber from planted forests 

for the production and export of timber-related products. 

Chief Minister, The Right Hon. Tan Sri Adenan Satem, believes 

that industry players in the state will be able to achieve that 

without touching the natural forests when sustainably planted 

forests are in place.

Said Adenan: “Our policy on timber is very simple. We 

wish one day to be exporting timber and timber products,    

timber-based materials and so on from planted forests only. 

Leave the natural forests alone.

“We still cannot do that now because there is insufficient 

volume of planted forests in the state at the moment. 

We have to be realistic or our mills will shut down and 

our industry will collapse if we do it now,” he said at the                                                                    

state-level International Day of Forests celebration at 

the State Legislative Assembly Complex in Kuching,                              

on 21 March 2015.

Adenan also said that preserving as much Mother Nature as 

possible was essential for future generations as he believed 

people would not want Sarawak to end up being a desert. 

Sarawak 
Envisions 
Planted Forest 
as Only Source 
of Timber

Tan Sri Adenan Satem (second from left) participating in a tree-planting 
activity held in conjunction with the International Day of Forests.

Sarawak has set a new target of 1.5 million hectares as totally 

protected areas (TPA). Second Resource Planning and 

Environment Minister, His Hon. Datuk Amar Awang Tengah Ali 

Hassan, said the new target was 500,000 hectares more than 

the previous target. The 1.5 million hectares of TPA will include 

new national parks, nature reserves and wildlife sanctuaries.

According to Awang Tengah, this reflects the state 

government’s efforts towards increasing Permanent Reserved 

Forests (PRF) and TPA, not just to maintain what the        

state has.

“Our target is to have six million hectares of PRF and 1.5 

million hectares of TPA,” he said at the state-level celebration 

of the International Day of Forests held in Kuching on 21 

March 2015.

The state currently has 30 national parks, six wildlife 

sanctuaries and eight nature reserves. These encompass 

602,035.8 hectares of land, not including 229,789 hectares of 

protected bodies of water. In January last year, Bruit National 

Park near Mukah was extended, while Gunung Lesong 

National Park, in Sri Aman, was created. More recently, 

the Tun Ahmad Zaidi Nature Reserve, in Sibu, was also 

created. 

Sarawak Targets 
1.5m Hectares 
of Totally 
Protected Areas
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The state currently has 30 national parks, six wildlife sanctuaries and 
eight nature reserves.
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The Sarawak state government 

has entered into an agreement 

with the International Tropical 

Timber Organization (ITTO) and                

China-based Asia Pacific Forest Net for 

Sustainable Forest Management and 

Rehabilitation (APFNet) to implement a 

project on watershed protection 

in northern Sarawak.

Sarawak Forest Department (SFD) 

Director, Sapuan Ahmad, said the idea 

for the APFNet project began with a 

visit by APFNet Executive Director, 

Professor Dr Qu Guilin, in 2013 to 

study and evaluate the potential of 

ITTO Support for 
Watershed Protection 
Project in Sarawak

such a project to help the local ethnic 

communities in Ulu Limbang in the 

northern part of the state.

SFD then developed a project proposal 

and submitted it to APFNet. It was 

later agreed upon by the ITTO and 

APFNet for the project to cover an 

area of 35,400 hectares of Sg. Medihit 

Watershed, which was occupied by 

the Penan and Kelabit communities. 

The project is aimed at improving 

sustainable forest management as well 

as enhancing the capacity and living 

standard of the local communities 

there. 

The project is aimed at improving sustainable forest management.

Representatives from 
ITTO, SFD and APFNet 
after the agreement 
signing.
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Asia Plantation Capital (APC) is opening 

its new, purpose-built Agarwood 

(Gaharu) factory and research centre 

in Seri Alam, Johor. The complex, 

occupying a new 44,000ft2 unit in the 

Masai Industrial Park, houses state-of-

the-art facilities that incorporate an Oud 

oil distillery, a wood chip processing 

centre and a fragrance stick plant. 

There is also a visitor centre as well 

as a wholesale factory shop stocked 

with a wide range of APC-produced   

Agarwood products. 

The multi-million US dollar investment is 

integral to APC’s strategic expansion of 

its Malaysian plantations and production 

capacity. The location, being sited close 

to a railway hub and deep sea port 

facilities, was carefully selected, with 

logistics very much at the forefront 

of the decision-making process. 

Access to the company’s plantations 

in Thailand, India and Myanmar 

were also key factors, as well as the 

company’s ongoing factory expansion in    

Shenzhen, China.  

APC Opens  
Agarwood 
Processing 
Factory in 
Malaysia

P
h

o
to

 c
re

d
it

: 
it

to
.in

t

P
h

o
to

 c
re

d
it

: 
a
d

a
lid

d
a
.c

o
m



News    13Vol. 21 No. 2 Timber Malaysia

P
Perak Chief Minister, The Rt. Hon. Datuk 

Seri Dr. Zambry Abdul Kadir, said joint 

enforcement operations carried out by 

the Perak State Forestry Department 

(JPNPk) and agencies under the 

Malaysian Ministry of Natural Resources 

and Environment (NRE) have had a 

positive impact, with the number of 

forestry-related offences in the state last 

year showing a drop compared with the 

previous two years.

Replying to a question at the Perak 

State Assembly sitting in the state 

capital, Ipoh, on 3 March 2015, Dr. 

Zambry stated that the number of 

forestry-related offences in 2014 was 

40 compared with 45 in 2013 and 60 

in 2012. The amount of compounds 

collected from forestry offences 

increased in 2014 to RM529,400, 

compared with RM282,448 in 2013 and 

RM390,420 in 2012, he added.

According to Dr. Zambry, various 

efforts had been carried out to 

enforce the law on logging activities 

including monitoring by helicopters and 

conducting joint operations with the 

NRE agencies and the National Blue 

Wave Strategy, which involves agencies 

such as the Gerik Land and District 

Office, the Perak State Park Corporation, 

Police, Army and RELA (People’s 

Volunteer Corps).

Dr. Zambry added that the state 

forestry department also carried out 

scheduled monitoring activities using 

remote sensing technology under 

the Forest Monitoring Using Remote 

Sensing project. “These are carried out 

together with the Forestry Department 

Peninsular Malaysia headquarters and 

the Malaysian Remote Sensing Agency 

to detect illegal logging activities. For 

enforcement purposes, JPNPk has legal 

provision under the National Forestry 

Act 1984 (Act 313), Forest Procedures 

1988, and the Wood-Based Industry 

Enactment 1987,” he said.

Perak Sees 
Decline in 
Forestry 
Offences

The factory is equipped with the latest 

heat exchange steam distillation units 

using purified water, plus a clean 

energy solar power system is being 

installed to ensure maximum economic 

efficiency. Sustainable, environmentally 

friendly energy systems are utilised 

throughout. A 300-ton per annum 

production line is also being installed 

as part of a forward supply agreement 

with China’s largest retailer of fragrance 

sticks. This line will be expanded in 

due course to 600 tons per annum 

to incorporate the company’s other 

locations. The facility also houses 

a laboratory for perfumes and                                                                                

essential oils. 

Access to the company’s plantations in 
Thailand, India and Myanmar was also a 
key factor.

The multi-million US dollar investment 
is integral to APC’s strategic expansion 
of its Malaysian plantations and 
production capacity.

He added that the state government 

was also directly involved in efforts to 

preserve the fauna habitats through 

the Central Forest Spine (CFS) project. 

“The CFS was started to resolve 

fragmentation of the forests which has 

been identified as one of the threats 

towards the preservation of national 

biodiversity heritage,” he said. 

Datuk Seri Dr. Zambry Abdul Kadir.

Photo credit: finance.yahoo.com

P
h

o
to

 c
re

d
it

: 
n
y
n

e
w

sh
u

b
.c

o
m

Various efforts had been carried out to 
enforce the law on logging activities.
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A
Supreme Tropical Reigns 

We have to 

produce higher 

value-added 

products in 

order to secure 

better margins.”

“

Unique furniture pieces made out of tree trunks and buttresses by Supreme Tropical.

Choo Ghee Kien
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As a child, he was given toys made of wood 

to play with by his father and uncles. Growing 

up in sawmills made Choo Ghee Kien 

appreciate the beauty and innate qualities of 

timber at a very early age.

Today, as director of Supreme Tropical 

Furniture Sdn Bhd, Choo is considered an old 

hand where the timber trade is concerned but 

he humbly states he has much to learn.

Supreme Tropical was established in the early 

1980s by Choo’s dad and uncles who were 

mainly selling sawntimber but a drop in sales 

had resulted in the diversification of their 

business into manufacturing outdoor furniture 

and other engineered products.

Located on an 8ha land amidst oil palm 

plantations in Teluk Panglima Garang in 

Klang, Selangor, the factory is well-equipped. 

It has a sawmill, kiln and boiler all under one 

roof for a steady production of laminated 

scantlings, truck flooring, garden furniture 

and sawntimber.

Meranti, Mengkulang, Bintangor, Acacia and 

mixed red hardwoods sawntimbers as well as 

logs line its storage yard.

Choo said Supreme Tropical started 

producing outdoor furniture 15 years ago. Its 

Meranti-based garden sets are well-received 

in Europe, Australia, New Zealand, the US 

and Middle East. Long-familiar for its quality 

products, Supreme Tropical also produces 

furniture with Balau and other Shorea 

species.

This award-winning company also has 

some of the leading certifications “under 

its belt”.  As one drives into the factory, 

stacks of timber with the PEFC and FSC 

certification markings on them can be 

seen.

With a staff strength of over 200 and an 

average production of 10 container-loads 

of furniture for export per month, Choo 

said innovation is a key element in the 

furniture business.

“One of the reasons why we (Supreme 

Tropical) take part in furniture design 

competitions is because we learn a lot 

when we make the prototypes for the 

designers. It is a quick way to identify 

what is lacking on our end,” said Choo, 

whose company has been instrumental 

in creating many winning designs for the 

Malaysian International Furniture Fair’s 

Furniture Design Competition (MIFF FDC).

“We have to produce higher value-

added products in order to secure better 

margins. This is a competitive business 

and it is not easy to make money,” said 

Choo with a chuckle. 
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One of the 

reasons why 

we take part in 

furniture design 

competitions 

is because we 

learn a lot when 

we make the 

prototypes for 

the designers.”

“

This perhaps explains, among others, why 

Supreme Tropical is an ardent supporter 

of furniture design competitions.  Apart 

from creating new designs, the company 

also helps budding designers dabbling 

in furniture design to make prototypes, 

tweaking them along the way for the 

betterment of the company, designer and 

the industry at large.

“We have to impress upon these young 

designers that there is a future in furniture 

design and the industry also needs to 

move in this direction by providing the 

necessary support. Last year, we took 

the grand prize winner of MIFF 2014’s 

furniture design competition, Francis Lye, 

to Germany to make him understand 

what lies ahead for him as a furniture 

designer and what the industry has to 

offer,” said Choo.

Supreme Tropical set up Mfivio in July 

2014 as a joint-venture with Lye who 

has gone on to create many interesting 

designs with Choo’s help. Supreme 

Tropical has many young designers in 

its stable and keeps them motivated by 

going on a profit-sharing scheme each 

time it makes a sale. 

As buyers the world over look out for 

eye-catching yet functional furniture, 

companies like Supreme Tropical stay on 

top of their game by steadily meeting 

market demands. 

Supreme Tropical’s Meranti-based garden sets are well-received in Europe, Australia, 
New Zealand, the US and Middle East.

The company also produces furniture with Balau and other Shorea species.
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Mfivio Sdn Bhd is a product of goodwill. It came into being 

when good intentions were realized. In 2014, Supreme Tropical 

Furniture Sdn Bhd got into a joint-venture with MIFF FDC 2014 

grand prize winner, Francis Lye, to set up Mfivio to breathe new 

life into the furniture design market. 

Realising the need to produce better designed furniture and 

the presence of untapped talents, who had a foot in the door 

in creating wood-based furniture, prompted the director of 

Supreme Tropical, Choo Ghee Kien, to set up the company in 

July 2014 with Lye.

Mfivio shares the 

same address as 

Supreme Tropical 

which is situated in 

Teluk Panglima Garang 

in Klang, Selangor. 

All Mfivio’s designs 

are manufactured 

at Supreme             

Tropical’s factory. 

Among the products 

made by Mfivio are 

benches, chairs, tables 

and shelves. The timber 

species used are mainly 

Red Balau, Merpauh, 

Sepetir and Kembang 

Semangkok.

Mfivio, which started 

out by making outdoor 

furniture for the 

INDUsTRY FOCuS     16 Vol. 21 No. 2 Timber Malaysia

Mfivio Makes Good of 
Budding Talents

European markets, is now targeting Asian markets for the sale 

of its indoor furniture.

Most of Mfivio’s designs were on display at MIFF 2015. Among 

them were Benshelf, Stark, A77 Chair and 90°, all of which were 

designed by Lye.

The Benshelf can be used as a bench as well as a shelf while 90° 

can double up as a working-cum-dining table that comes with a 

little storage compartment at the edge of the table. Stark, which 

was costly to make because of its metal parts, is a comfortable 

design-centric lounge chair. 

Mfivio’s designs have attracted the attention of companies from 

as far as Canada, Switzerland, Germany and Japan in just six 

months after it was set up. This “attraction” may be a lasting one 

if Mfivio continues to churn out cutting-edge designs. 

Red Balau, Merpauh, Sepetir and Kembang Semangkok are the main species used by Mfivio.

Among the products made by Mfivio are benches, chairs, tables 
and shelves.
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Ar. Azman Zainal Md Nor sharing his experience of building his 
timber house. 

MALAYsIA

Timber Talk

The talk attracted 86 participants.

It was purely a labour of love. There is no other way of describing 

the enormous effort Ar. Azman Zainal Md Nor had to put into 

building his dream home – a house made solely of timber, from 

its doors to windows to intricate carvings. 

The 288m2 timber house which Azman built at 4th Mile Jalan 

Pantai in Port Dickson, Negeri Sembilan, has all the elements of a 

traditional Malay home. 

“This house is about many things – an exploration and 

experiment as well as about making a statement and 

commitment. It is a brave attempt to tackle the issue of local 

identity. The house challenges the popular notion of aesthetics. It 

is raw and rustic,” said the renowned architect. 

Azman shared his experience of building the house in his talk 

entitled “Renewing Tradition: Building A Timber House Today” at 

the MTC headquarters in Kuala Lumpur on 2 April 2015.

The talk, part of MTC’s Timber Talk series, attracted 86 

participants comprising members from the timber-based 

industry, architects, civil engineers, architecture students and 

representatives from the relevant government agencies and            

the media.

Azman also spoke of the many challenges he faced with regard 

to the unavailability of appropriate machinery and woodworking 

hand tools in the local market to facilitate DIY construction. 

The components of the house were processed on site. Azman 

had purchased equipment such as a planer; table, chain and mitre 

saws; router; sander and hand planer. What he discovered along 

the way was that these equipment were not suitable for the kind 

of construction work he was doing with hardwoods.

“The saw blades had to be sharpened regularly as the woods 

were very hard. I have about 12 saw blades and I had to change 

the motors of my table saw six times,” he added.

One of the focal points of the house is its curved wall which is 

a mix of Merbau and Balau boarding. The house was also “put 

together” using traditional joinery such as mortise and tenon; 

dovetail; butt and dowel.

As a natural material, timber resonates well with the human 

psyche and homes made from it give a sense of well-being        

and warmth.

However, less timber is used these days due to the lack of 

awareness of the benefits of using timber, systematic supply and 

delivery system.

Azman had used reclaimed timber which he had bought from 

demolition contractors and secondhand timber yards.

“I used recycled or reclaimed timber (Merbau, Chengal and 

Kempas) which I can safely assume were from mature trees and 

had seasoned sufficiently throughout their lifespans. I had a good 

stock of well-seasoned timber for the house,” he said.

Azman, however, stressed that working with timber can be 

difficult for the uninitiated. The lack of local workers with 

adequate technical knowledge, good quality tools and 

machineries for hardwoods can compound the problem.

He added that termites can be a major problem if more effective, 

holistic solutions are not adopted. The architect also highlighted 

the need for suitable external finishing as not all the brands in the 

market have been fully tested. 
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Ar. Azman’s dream house in Port Dickson - a house made solely of timber.



M

INDUsTRY FOCuS     18 Vol. 21 No. 2 Timber Malaysia

MTC participated in the 17th Domotex Asia/ChinaFloor 2015 

which was held in Shanghai New International Expo Centre from 

24-26 March 2015. Apart from MTC, B.K.B Hevea Products Sdn 

Bhd also participated in the fair.

Samples displayed at the MTC booth were species for 

sawntimber, wooden flooring and MDF. Most of the Chinese 

visitors to the MTC booth were timber traders, manufacturers, 

project contractors and wooden flooring exhibitors. MTC also 

attended to visitors from Japan, South Korea, Singapore and Italy.

A total of 32 trade enquiries on the supply of sawntimber, 

wooden flooring and plywood were received. The most enquired 

timber species for sawntimber and solid wooden flooring were 

Merbau, Balau, Sepetir, Kempas, Kasai and Merpauh.

The fair attracted 1,275 exhibitors from 38 countries and 46,115 

visitors from 114 countries. 

CHINA

Domotex asia/ChinaFloor

Timber product samples displayed at the MTC booth were 
species for sawntimber, wooden flooring and MDF.

A total of 32 trade enquiries were received for the supply of 
sawntimber, wooden flooring and plywood. 

M

MALAYsIA

Seminar on China’s 
Furniture Market

MTC organized a seminar entitled “Design, Branding and Business 

Collaboration for Marketing Malaysian Furniture in China” on 27 

April 2015 at its headquarters in Kuala Lumpur. Guest speaker 

Philip Yap of PYD Associates, China, highlighted the needs of the 

China market which centred on producing a complete, design-

centric range of furniture products.

The seminar targeted primarily companies that will be 

participating in Furniture China in Pudong, Shanghai, from           

9-12 September this year. Forty-eight industry members from 25 

companies attended the seminar. 

Participants were given an update on the latest marketing trends 

and developments pertaining to the furniture business in China 

in order to capitalize on the Chinese government’s urbanization 

programmme which is opening many trade opportunities. 

Philip Yap making his presentation.

Forty-eight industry members from 25 companies attended 
the seminar.
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The 10th edition of the Dubai WoodShow was held from 14-16 

April 2015 at the Dubai World Trade Centre, featuring 260 

exhibitors from 39 countries. 

MTC together with Segamat Panel Boards and Wawasan Kagum 

participated under the MTC pavilion in Za’abeel Hall of the World 

Trade Centre which attracted trade visitors from the Gulf States 

as well as the broader Middle East and North African (MENA) 

regions. 

MTC’s promotion booth received 72 enquiries from buyers and 

trade visitors from MENA, South Asian countries and Europe, 

among others.

The enquiries received by MTC were for the supply of a range of 

timber products including Red Meranti in various sizes; plywood, 

MDF, decking, laminated flooring and finger-jointed boards; 

furniture and veneered doors. 

UAe

Dubai WoodShow

The Building Exhibition 2015 – Bouwbeurs – was held from 

9-13 February in Utrecht, The Netherlands. It was part of a 

combined exhibition with other shows such as GEVEL, Renovatie 

& Transformatie, Interior Innovations and Material Xperience, 

all of which constituted the Dutch Construction Week. There 

were conferences, debates, award ceremonies and networking 

throughout the five days.

This year’s fair welcomed many different parties from the 

construction sector of The Netherlands and other parts               

of Europe.

MTC and the Malaysian Timber Certification Council were present 

at the Timber Pavilion of the exhibition together with seven other 

partners from the Dutch timber industry.

This year’s theme, “It’s Going to be Fun Again in the Construction 

Industry”, was apt as it matched the upbeat feeling in the Dutch 

construction sector following many years of negative growth and 

recession in this field since 2009.

A reception, held for the industry partners, was hugely successful 

with the participation of over 200 members from the eight 

participating organisations at the Timber Pavilion.

The total number of visitors at the fair was 72,844 including 

building contractor companies, architects, engineers and real 

estate agents.

The main interests of visitors were in construction and materials, 

façade (windows and doors) as well as flooring and stairs. 

THe NeTHeRLANDs

Bouwbeurs

The reception held for the industry partners was hugely successful with 
the participation of over 200 members from the eight participating 
organisations at the Timber Pavilion.

MTC together with Segamat Panel Boards and Wawasan Kagum 
participated under the MTC pavilion.

The Timber Pavilion of the exhibition.The show attracted trade visitors from the Gulf States as well as the 
broader Middle East and North African (MENA) regions.
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The architecture of the Prsotho Museum 

Research Centre in Aichi, in central 

Japan, originates from the assembly 

system of Cidori, a traditional Japanese 

building set for children. Cidori is a 

collection of wooden sticks that can 

be notched together to make longer 

or shorter components. It works 

without metal hinges or nails. Cidori 

has a 12mm square piece of wood as 

its element, which for this building 

was transformed into different sizes. 

Parts are 60mm×60mm×200cm or 

60mm×60mm×400cm, and form a grid 

of 50cm square. This cubic grid also 

becomes the grid on its own for the 

showcase in the museum.

Architect Kengo Kuma, together with 

structural engineer Jun Sato and 

craftsmen from Takayama (the region 

Prsotho Museum 
Research Centre, Japan

Without the use of fasteners or adhesives of any kind, 6,000 Cypress rods were interwoven to create the nine-meter-high; three-dimensional 
gridded structure.

in which Cidori originated), applied the 

principles of the toy building set to this 

full-fledged architectural construction. 

Without the use of fasteners or adhesives 

of any kind, they interwove 6,000 Cypress 

rods to create the nine-metre-high, three-

dimensional gridded structure. By altering 

the diameter and length of the original 

Cidori sticks (Kuma’s rods measure 60mm 

x 60mm) and adapting the shape of the 

section to form three types of elements, 

Kuma created a strong structural 

system consisting of surprisingly thin                            

wooden components. 

Kuma, who openly expresses his dislike for 

modern buildings with a “cosmetic skin” 

that is merely attached to the surface, 

explains: “The wooden lattice provides far 

more than a cosmetic solution. It functions 

as a structural device. We used a mixed 

structure. A core behind the exhibition 

hall supports the three-dimensional 

gridded structure. By inserting glass 

panels into the wooden frame, we crafted 

a system that looks like a transparent 

wooden lattice running continuously 

between the interior and exterior.” 

Jun Sato conducted a compressive and 

flexure test to check the strength of 

this system, and verified that even the 

device of a toy could be adapted to 

“big” buildings. This architecture shows 

the possibility of creating a universe by 

combining small units like toys with your 

own hands. We worked on the project 

in the hope that the era of machine-

made architecture would be over, and 

human beings would build them again by 

themselves, he said.
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Inside the new facility, visitors can marvel 

at the architecture, which Kuma proudly 

refers to as “a forest of deciduous 

trees, where you can enjoy sunshine 

filtering through”. His result proves 

that contemporary architecture can be  

elegant handiwork. 

Exemplifying Kuma’s strong aversion 

to architecture that covers the world in 

concrete and steel, this project – made 

with locally sourced timber according to 

traditional techniques – is the architect’s 

attempt to defy machine-made structures. 

The countless Cidori sets assembled in 

this one building give the place a do-it-

yourself feel and suggest that making 

innovative architecture is child’s play. 

Inside the new facility, visitors can marvel at 
the architecture.

The countless Cidori sets assembled 
in this one building give the place a 

do-it-yourself feel.
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T
The exterior addition of this Australian home, located in the 

beachside Perth suburb of Hillarys, stands out for its stunning, 

contemporary design replete with accent lighting and amenities 

usually reserved for indoor spaces. This social space, designed 

by local outdoor experts Ritz Exterior Design (RED), integrates 

seamlessly into the home it borders, with various stages of 

roofing to reveal the open sky in steps branching outward from 

the patio’s entrance. 

Filling a yard that once went almost unused because of 

proximity to beaches, this structured patio enlivens the 

homeowners’ property and extends their leisure time beyond the 

interior walls of the house. The terrace is more than just typical 

outdoor space; it features a full kitchen and dining area as well 

as an outdoor living area. Combined with the more traditional 

backyard mainstays of the pool and fireplace, the spaces under 

the wood-block porch structure house a unique, elegant space.

This social space integrates seamlessly into the home it borders, with various stages of roofing to reveal the open sky in steps branching outward 
from the patio’s entrance.

The terrace addition includes a new design theme for the room 

bordering on the backyard and a refinished pool space; it is not 

contained within the wooden structure alone. Light wood tones 

are used as a natural contrast to the grays present on the home’s 

facade, bringing warm colors reminiscent of interior space to the 

outdoors. With the exception of weather-resistant cloth choices 

for furniture, the space under the terraces feels just like any other 

room, creating a living and eating area that is much more open 

than a traditional open-concept interior space. 

Other areas have adjustable vent shades or no ceiling at all. 

Areas that represent “rooms”, such as the dining area, have 

flooring to match the same type of area indoors. Strategic 

lighting brightens up the wooden furniture and floors and the 

dining area only has a table and chairs, keeping the experience 

soothingly simple even among a complex show of exterior-

design technology. 

Massively 
Modern Timber 
Terraces, 
Australia

Light wood tones are used as a natural contrast to the grays present on 
the home’s facade.
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FMO Tapiola Prefab Wood   
Office Building, Finland

T
The FMO (Finnforest Modular Office) Tapiola Building, winner 
of Finland’s top wood design award, is built from sustainably 
harvested wood and prefabricated in modular elements. The 
unique five-storey and 13,000m2 building is the tallest wooden 
office building in Europe with its façade made from 1,200 factory-
produced parts combined with 17,000 individually machined 
wooden parts. 

Owned by the Tapiola Group and located in the city of Espoo 
in Finland’s capital region, the 20 million euro building project 
was implemented by Europe’s largest corporation in the wood 
products industry, Finnforest plc (Metsäliitto Group). Inaugurated 
in September 2005, the aim of the project was to prove the 
competitiveness of good old wood as a building material, which 
it very well did. The structural design of FMO Tapiola was carried 
out with Tekla Structures software.

Completed in the summer of 2005, the building is a tour de force 
in wood construction and a true landmark attracting attention 
in wide circles. In addition to an ecological office solution, the 
modular office provides a close-to-nature, healthy and safe yet 
modern work environment. The starting points for the project 
were indeed unconventional use of wood, the life-cycle properties 

and environmental effects of the materials, energy efficiency, 
indoor climate, as well as the lighting and acoustics effects.

The project gives an excellent idea not only of Finnish expertise 
in wood products but in particular, of the competitiveness of 
wood in medium-height construction. The FMO concept makes it 
possible to design individualised wood-structured office buildings 
utilising a modular frame system, a convincing demonstration 
of the opportunities that wood offers, particularly as a material 
for structural frames and facades. The approach is all-embracing 
as it extends to the interior premises, which can be divided and 
adapted with flexible partition and acoustic structures.

The FMO building was designed by Helin & Co Architects, 
whose Sydänpuu (heartwood) proposal won the architects’ 
competition; it was structurally engineered by WSP Finland and 
constructed by PEAB Seicon. Facades and intermediate floors 
feature Finnforest’s own elements, such as split glulam panels, 
ThermoWood® cladding, and stressed-skin panels made of Kerto 
wood. The trick is not how to construct an office building out of 
wood but how to take different elements and shape them into a 
functional entity. 

The unique five-storey and 13,000m2 building is the tallest wooden 
office building in Europe.

The FMO concept makes it possible to design individualised     
wood-structured office buildings utilising a modular frame system, a 
convincing demonstration of the opportunities that wood offers.

P
h

o
to

 c
re

d
it

: 
te

k
la

.c
o

m

P
h

o
to

 c
re

d
it

: 
te

k
la

.c
o

m



S

Vol. 21 No. 2 Timber MalaysiaFOR THe LOVe OF wOOD

Stuns visitors with its natural 
beauty and its offering of the very 
finest in luxury

Set amidst a pristine reef in the southern rim of the Gaafu 

Dhaalu Atoll south of Maldives, Ayada gives an uninterrupted, 

breathtaking view of the Indian Ocean. Relatively unexplored, 

the Gaafu Dhaalu Atoll is only a few kilometers from the Equator 

where dolphins are its frequent visitors.

Located within the central region of the reef, Ayada is surrounded 

by long stretches of powder-smooth, white sandy beaches and 

crystal clear turquoise lagoons. It is also a perfect spot for diving 

and surfing enthusiasts. 

Spread over 15ha, this award-winning resort has 112 spacious 

villas and suites. All the chalets, which have thoughtful six-star 

detailing, come with private plunge pools with terrace, direct 

access either to the beach or ocean and personal butler service. 

Ayada Maldives, which opened in 2011, was named Indian Ocean’s leading 
new resort in the same year.

Ayada 
Maldives

24
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Based on the passive house concept, it 
uses minimal energy and with a low carbon 
footprint but does not compromise on 
quality and comfort.

Dining is made pleasurable with this 
uninterrupted view of the ocean.

Thatched roof, Balau decks and 
diaphanous sheer curtains give a nice 
rustic feel to this restaurant.
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The Balau deck, which stretches over 200m into 
the sea, connects all the thatched-roof villas. 

The Merbau flooring, Kapur trusses and all the wood-based furniture exude class and warmth.

26
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Ayada was named Indian Ocean’s Leading New Resort in 2011; 

Maldives Leading New Resort 2011; World’s Leading New Villa 

Resort 2011; Maldives Leading Spa Resort 2013 and Indian Ocean’s 

Leading Villa Resort & Spa in 2013.

The traditional thatched-roof villas stand on stilts over the 

lagoon offering absolute privacy amid undisturbed, indigenous 

vegetation. The villas are also strategically positioned to capture 

infinite views of the ocean, sunrise and sunset.

Ayada belongs to the prize-winning Aydeniz Group which has 

infused Middle-Eastern influences in the design of the resort. This 

is clearly evident in the villas and a few public areas where subtle 

Ottoman decorative elements are evident.

The owner also commissioned the use of hard-wearing natural 

materials, hence, the abundant presence of wood, marble and 

terrazzo finishing. Clearly, however, it is the wood that has upped 

the luxury quotient in every square inch of this opulent resort.

What most people do not know is that most of the wood that 

was used to build this heavenly resort comes from Malaysia, 

especially for the load-bearing and outdoor applications.

Merbau for flooring; Kempas for wall panels; Meranti for interior 

applications; Kapur trusses; and Balau for beams as well 

as decking.

Neatly lined strips of Balau that have been treated to withstand 

the Maldivian weather make up the over 200 metre-long 

boardwalk which leads to the jetty.

The beauty of Meranti and its multiple natural hues provide a nice 

break for the eye in the rooms, dining and recreational areas.

The AySpa is simply divine with its all-white look. The reception 

area of the spa with its exposed trusses, battens, posts and 

beams and even the underside of the thatched roof are all spray-

painted white, giving it a sense of spatial purity and tranquility 

befitting of a spa.

The overall deco of the villas are soothing to the senses with its wood 
application, green vegetation and water elements.  
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The white sheers, lime-washed furniture and painted-white Kapur trusses are part of the tranquility that AySpa offers.

The white sheers and lime-washed furniture at the reception area set the mood for a 

rejuvenating spa experience. The large spa also boasts a Turkish Hammam and eight 

private treatment villas.

The monochromatic theme of white also exudes a sense of tranquility at Ayada’s 

multipurpose pavilion. Fronted by a lawn and surrounded by palm trees, the pavilion 

with its three-tiered thatched-roof, draped in off-white flowing material inside is    

picture perfect. 

The whitewashed Balau beams and Kapur trusses, coupled with the white marbled floor, 

exude a heavenly serenity, making it an ideal venue for that dream tropical wedding or 

any other memorable occasion.

There are also beautiful wood-based elements at the reception area. Kapur trusses and 

Balau beams are a lovely match against its literally “sandy” floor. The Turkish influence 

takes precedence here. Aptly called the Ottoman Lounge, the type of furniture, choice 

of cushions and their colours, huge copper jars as well as the timber lattices that form 

arches between pillars bring to life age-old Turkish architecture. And the ceiling fans 

with blades made of woven materials richly complement the look.

The recreation area is neat and classy. Again the exposed Kapur trusses and cross 

beams, supporting the thatched roof, are in themselves a site to behold. Balau-framed 

glass walls bring the outside in to enhance the joy of exercise.

Merbau proves its worth for heavy-duty flooring in an area lined with sizable 

exercise equipment. Nearby is the children’s pool in the middle of the recreation 

“house” which allows parents to watch over their little ones as they chill out on the                

comfortable sofas.

Ayada has six restaurants, each take on different themes with wood being the common 

denominator in the furniture used. 

The Ocean Breeze Bar comes with an ingenious design where different sizes of cross-

cut branches have been pieced together to wall up the square-shaped counter. Bigger 

and darker-coloured cross-cut branches intersect the smaller ones. Pieces of pine wood 

that were harvested during the site-clearing have been put to good use here. 
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Ayada Maldives’s monochromatic theme of its multi-purpose pavilion makes it a nice venue for that romantic tropical wedding.  

One of the treatment 
rooms inside AySpa.

The polished Merbau flooring 
at the spa.
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Timber trusses, beams and wooden furniture are some of the primary building and design materials used in making Ayada the beauty she is.

The Ottoman Lounge incorporates Turkish design elements against its ‘sandy’ floor.



Right above the bar counter hang numerous teardrop-shaped 

light bulbs which lend a touch of sophistication. Bar chairs with 

cushions in pastel hues blend well with the overall off-white look 

the restaurant incorporates. 

The Magu, which is the main restaurant, has cleverly-crafted 

dining chairs. Pieces of irregular-sized recycled timber have been 

cut to form the back rest while bigger chucks of the wood are 

used to make the seat base and are dressed with long cushions 

in bright colours.

Another talking point at Ayada is the sea-fronting Ile de Joie 

restaurant with its unique tables and “chairs”. The tables come 

with drawers while the “chairs” take on the shape of traditional 

fishing boats with mastheads.

Though each villa has its private pool, Ayada still has a common 

adult pool area which is surrounded by a timber deck made from 

strips of Balau. The wood-based day beds at the poolside are a 

welcome respite after a good swim. The day-beds on deck are 

given a lighter feel with sheers draped around the pillars of the 

bed and the turquoise cushion covers provide a lovely contrast.

The interior designers have also turned each chalet into a 

“residence” with a great sense of style. Every article in all the 

rooms are in perfect harmony.

It is obvious that the owner spared no expense in making Ayada 

the heavenly retreat that it is and Malaysian timbers have played 

a monumental role in the beauty that the resort oozes.
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Many residential and commercial structures 

enhanced by the use of Malaysian timber 

are featured in MTC’s book “ReThink: A New 

Paradigm for Malaysian Timber”. Co-published 

with MPH and available at MPH and leading 

bookstores in Malaysia and Singapore, the book 

showcases breathtaking projects in Malaysia, 

Singapore, Mauritius and the Maldives.             

It is obvious that the owner spared 

no expense in making Ayada the 

heavenly retreat that it is and 

Malaysian timbers have played a 

monumental role in the beauty that 

the resort oozes.

The lle de Joie restaurant.
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the first endemic species to be listed for the complex.

In 2012, an updated checklist of the herpetofauna of BTFR was 

completed, giving a new number to the evergrowing list. In 

the study carried out during the second Temengor Scientific 

Expedition, three new records of snakes; Typhlops muelleri, 

Calamaria schlegeli and Rhabdophis chrysargos were added. To 

date, the herpetofauna diversity in BTFR stands at 40 species of 

amphibians and 69 species of reptiles, representing 16% and 14% 

of the total amphibian and reptile populations, respectively, in 

Peninsular Malaysia.

Information on BTFR’s biological diversity is still being 

documented. Lack of information on the distribution and 

behavioral activity of a few protected herpetofauna species 

(classified as endangered under the IUCN Red list) is the 

primary reason for the shortfall of conservation programmes. 

Concerted efforts and continuous surveys are needed to increase 

the chance of new discoveries, which will provide a better 

understanding of Malaysia’s herpetofaunal assemblage. 

T
The Belum-Temengor Forest Reserve (BTFR) in Perak is over 

300,000ha and is home to a vast population of animals and 

plants, many of which are only found here.

The complex was formerly a restricted military site and there 

was no information about its flora and fauna. Since then, many 

scientific initiatives have been undertaken, with one of the 

earliest  expeditions conducted by the Malaysian Nature Society 

that resulted in the discovery of the astounding variety of flora 

and fauna.

The diversity of herpetofauna in BTFR is also unique. The forest 

complex is home to at least 24 species of amphibians, 23 species 

of snakes, 21 species of lizards and six species of turtles. The list 

for amphibians was extended to 38 species after the northern 

part of the Belum Forest, now known as the Royal Belum State 

Park, was surveyed in 2000. Additional comprehensive surveys 

at the northern part of BTFR added 21 more species to the list. 

A new species of skink (Sphenomorphus temengorensis), a type 

of small insectivorous lizards with long tapering bodies, was 

discovered in the northern region of the BTFR in 2009, making it 

Diversity of Herpetofauna 
in Belum-Temengor 
Forest Reserve
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The forest complex is home to at least 24 
species of amphibians, 23 species of snakes, 21 

species of lizards and six species of turtles. 
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I
In keeping with its Public Awareness Programme (PAP), 

MTC once again participated as a sponsor of the annual Sri 

Aman Environmental Youth Leadership Summit (SAEYLS) 

organised by SMK (P) Sri Aman, Petaling Jaya, Selangor. 

MTC has been involved in SAEYLS since its inception        

in 2012. 

Endorsed by the Malaysian Ministry of Education, 

the programme was started by the school to raise 

environmental awareness as well as instill and hone 

leadership skills in youths through creative and engaging 

approaches. The primary objective is to enable youths to 

become environment-conscious leaders of tomorrow.

SAEYLS 2015 ran from 18-24 April with the theme    

“Youths – The Roots of Change”. This year’s summit saw 

the participation of 14 schools from five nations - Malaysia, 

Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines and Japan. 

As MTC’s PAP includes educating the public and students 

on Malaysian forestry, sustainable living and the ‘green’ 

Promoting Malaysian Forestry 
Through SAEYLS 

Salwani Muhammad Zain (centre) presenting a token of 
appreciation to Datuk Wee Jeck Seng.

The FRIM guides gave an insight into the Malaysian forest 

to their young chargers, who had learned much while 

thoroughly enjoying their time at FRIM.

As part of the SAEYLS programme, MTC gave a 

presentation highlighting Malaysia’s sustainable forestry 

practices, recycling and timber’s green credentials. A 

survey conducted by MTC showed that the students 

had benefitted from the information presented, which 

included facts that dispelled the many myths and untruths 

pertaining to Malaysia’s forestry and timber industry.

MTC increased the value of its sponsorship for SAEYLS to 

RM7,000 this year, compared with RM6,000 for SAEYLS 

in 2014. This included the cost of the field trip to FRIM plus 

contribution in cash. 

At a cheque presentation ceremony held in MTC on 22 

April 2015, MTC Chairman, Datuk Wee Jeck Seng, handed 

over the Council’s contribution to the school which was 

represented by its Senior Assistant for Administration, 

Salwani Muhammad Zain.  

The students and teachers with MTC and FRIM staff after the canopy walk.

MTC’s Senior Director, Suria Zainal, giving the presentation.

credentials of timber, 

MTC sponsored the 

cost of a field trip to 

the Forest Research 

Institute Malaysia (FRIM) 

where 90 students and 

teachers, both foreign 

and local, trekked 

through the forest 

and climbed steeped 

terrains to get to the 

canopy walkway. 

Spanning 150 metres, 

the walkway not only 

provides a panoramic 

view of the forest but 

also serves as a platform 

for the scientific study 

of flora and fauna.      
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More Public

Parks in Malaysia

by 2020

A total of 62,700 hectares of land will be needed for 

the development of public parks by 2020, according 

to the Ministry of Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Local 

Government. Out of this figure, 15,000ha have already 

been designated and opened to the public. These parks 

are to cater to the growing number of nature-loving 

Malaysians.

“We are also in the midst of upgrading the 2,078 public 

and community parks in the country,” said its Minister 

Datuk Abdul Rahman Dahlan during the launch of the 18th 

National Landscape Day 2015 at the Bukit Kiara Federal 

Park in Kuala Lumpur on 3 March 2015. This year’s theme 

was “Public Parks Avenue to Healthy Living”.

The Ministry, through the National Landscape 

Department, will spend RM150 million over the next five 

years to upgrade Bukit Kiara Federal Park. The 157.8ha 

park will be turned into a recreational arboretum where 

old rubber trees will be replaced with other species 

of timber trees and slope stabilisation work will be 

undertaken.

“This park easily brings in about 7,000 visitors during the 

weekends and their safety is our responsibility,” Rahman 

added. A total of 250 additonal parking bays will also be 

constructed for visitors’ convenience.   

Datuk Abdul Rahman Dahlan (fourth from left) planting a tree 
during the event.
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A total of 1,500 trees were planted along a 1.6km stretch 

that covered Section U1, U2 and Monfort Road in Shah 

Alam, Selangor, for the Shah Alam Trees for Life 2015 

programme. The aim of the programme was to create a 

greener urban landscape. 

Two tree species – Tecoma (Tabebuia rosea) and Fern Tree 

(Filicium decipiens) – were planted as they are shady trees 

and their flowers create a beautiful scenery.

According to Shah Alam mayor Datuk Ahmad Zaharin 

Mohd Saad, the green initiative by the Shah Alam City 

Council began in 2010. “To date, more than 50,000 trees 

have been planted in Shah Alam,” he added.

Three hundred volunteers from corporate bodies, non-

governmental organizations and educational institutions 

were involved in the programme. 

A member from the JC Jacobsen Foundation’s board 

of trustees handed over a cheque of RM45,000 to 

Ahmad Zaharin for the purchase of the saplings for                          

the programme. 

The aim of the programme was to create a greener urban 
landscape. 
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1,500 More 
Trees Planted 
in Shah Alam 
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T
The International Day of Forests (IDF), which is celebrated 

on March 21 each year, is dedicated to raising awareness 

of the importance of all types of forests and trees outside 

forest sites.

This year, the Forest Research Institute Malaysian (FRIM) 

celebrated IDF with a host of activities and promoted 

forest conservation in line with this year’s theme – “Forest, 

Climate, Change”.

About 300 nature lovers, both young and old, gathered 

at FRIM’s Kepong Botanical Gardens to take part in a 

tree-planting activity held at Bukit Hari, which is within 

the botanical gardens. About 200 Tualang (Koompassia 

excelsa) and Buluh Madu (Gigantochloa albociliata) 

saplings were planted.

Other activities include river cleaning at FRIM’s Kroh 

River picnic area, which was participated by adults, while 

children took part in collage and colouring contests. 

FRIM Celebrates 
IDF with              
Tree-Planting

About 300 nature lovers, both young and old, gathered at FRIM’s 
Kepong Botanical Gardens to take part in a tree-planting activity 
held at Bukit Hari.
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Participants giving the thumbs-up after planting the Buluh Madu 
(Gigantochloa albociliata) saplings.

Children taking part in the collage and colouring contests.

The clean-up at FRIM’s Kroh river.
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Putrajaya Botanical Garden is a man-made park located on the 

northern section of Precinct 1, Putrajaya, a planned city 25km 

south of Kuala Lumpur. With its “City in the Garden” concept, the 

park is the biggest botanical garden in Malaysia, covering an area 

of over 92ha and is home to 700 plant species. 

The park is divided into five areas - Explorer’s Trail, Palm Hill, Sun 

Garden, Floral Garden and the Lakeside. Guests could cross over 

a 100m-long canopy bridge just outside the Visitor Centre, which 

overlooks a huge area of canopical shrubs, as they venture into 

the Explorer’s Trail. As visitors descend from the bridge, they will 

see Heliconias stets such as bananas, Marnthas, Calatheas and 

the Traveller’s Palm. After a short walk, they will reach the Vine 

Garden where a variety of vines on trellis and pergola such as 

Tecomarias can be found.

The Palm Hill has more than 50 species of palm trees such as the 

Chinese Fan Palm and the Umbrella Leaf Palm. Sun Garden, as 

its name implies, houses a collection of plants that grow well 

in bright sunlight. The flowers in this area react differently to 

different times of the day. The Brunfelsia flower,  for instance, 

changes its colour daily from purple to pink to white. 

The Floral Garden boasts a collection of plants from the African, 

American and the Asia Pacific regions. The Flame of The Forest 

and Plumbago, some of the species that originate from Africa, 

Vol. 21 No. 2 Timber Malaysia

A man-made park located on the northern 
section of Precinct 1, Putrajaya. 

Botanical Garden, Putrajaya

Photo credit: whassan.blogspot.com
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The park is the biggest botanical garden in Malaysia, covering an area 
of over 92 hectares and is home to 700 plant species. 



Photo credit: whassan.blogspot.com
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GETTING THERE

By bus: Take the Cityliner bus 868 from Sinar Kota, Kuala Lumpur to Putrajaya. 

The fare is RM2.60 and it operates from 6:30am to 10pm. From the bus terminal in 

Putrajaya, take a Nadi Putra bus to the garden.

By train: Take the ERL KLIA transit train that departs from KL Sentral or KLIA. The 

train operates from 5:30am to 1am the following day, at intervals of 30 minutes. At 

the Western Transportation Terminal in Putrajaya, take the Nadi Putra bus to the 

garden.

ADMISSION FEE AND OPENING HOuRS

Admission to the garden is free and it operates daily from 9am to 7pm. 

FACILITIES

There is a big parking area and the fee is only RM1. Tram services are available at 

RM4 per adult and RM3 per child. Bicycles and paddle boats are available rent-free 

from Tuesdays to Sundays. There are covered walkways, a lake boardwalk, gazebos 

and picnic shelters around the park.

FuRTHER INFORMATION

PUTRAJAYA CORPORATION 

Kompleks Perbadanan Putrajaya  

24, Persiaran Perdana 

Presint 3, 62675 Putrajaya, Malaysia.

Tel: +60 3 8000 8000                                                                                                                    

Faks : +60 3 8887 5000                                                                                                                    

Email: ppjonline@ppj.gov.my                                                                                                

www.ppj.gov.my 

have found shelter here. The Peacock Flower, Frangipani and Ficus trees are also 

denizens of the Floral Garden.

Flowers such as Ixora and Hibiscus bloom at the Lakeside area. The Pandanus and 

Cannas plants can also be spotted here. As the trail comes to an end, visitors will be 

able to see the ferns that have been said to be in existence for more than 200 million 

years. Overlooking the lake is Perdana Putra which houses the Prime Minister’s Office. 

Other attractions available at the park include the Visitor’s Interpretive Centre (for those 

who want to learn more about plants), a restaurant and gift shop.

A young family enjoying the serenity of the park.
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