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Sarawak Chief Minister, The Rt. Hon.
Tan Sri Adenan Satem, has exerted
more pressure on timber players in the
state to come clean in their logging
activities. Adenan’s latest offensive
was to freeze the issuance of new
licences for timber concessions and
big scale plantations on state land.
The six biggest timber companies in
the state have also signed an integrity
pledge, which is a declaration that the
companies will not commit corrupt acts
and will work towards a corruption-free
business environment in the conduct of
their businesses with other corporations
and the Government. Also on the Chief
Minister’s radar are sawmillers who
buy from illegal sources as well as
government officers who collaborate
with the lawbreakers. So far, more than
83,000 cubic metres of logs worth at
least RM42 million have been seized
from January 2014 - February 2015. A
burning question is whether the main
culprits behind these activities will be
brought to book. For an update on the
state’s anti-illegal logging operations,
turn to pages 2-3.
Continuing efforts to conserve natural
forest resources in Sabah are being
strongly supported by various
eco-conscious corporates. These
include the extension of a project to
rehabilitate mangroves in various parts
of Sabah for another five years by the
state government in collaboration with
the International Society for Mangrove
Ecosystems. For this purpose, a total
of 27.5 million yen (RM1 million) will be
contributed by Tokio Marine & Nichido
Fire Insurance Co. Ltd. of Japan, which
had also funded the earlier five-year
phase that started in November
2010 (see pages 28-29). In another
noteworthy endeavour, state-owned
Felda Global Ventures Holdings Berhad,
through its subsidiary Pontian United
Plantations Berhad, will contribute
RM1.7 million for better protection of
key migratory routes for wildlife in the
Lower Kinabatangan Basin. This fiveyear strategic partnership with the
Borneo Conservation Trust is to further
strengthen biodiversity conservation,
protection and management issues of
the ecological corridor in the area. Turn
to page 4.

Come March 2015, it will be time for
Malaysia’s Furniture Week again. The
Malaysian International Furniture Fair
(MIFF) is entering the third decade
of its establishment, while the EFE is
into its 11th year. No doubt, both fairs
have contributed to the development
of Malaysian furniture exports. In
an exclusive interview with TIMBER
MALAYSIA, the Founder and Chairman
of MIFF, Datuk Dr. Tan Chin Huat shares
MIFF’s challenges and success stories
in the last two decades, and its role in
contributing towards furniture design
development. Since its inaugural fair
in 1995, MIFF has grown by leaps and
bounds: today it annually hosts more
than 500 exhibitors from 13 countries,
and receives more than 20,000 visitors,
6,000 of whom are international
buyers from 141 countries. Turn to
pages 8-11 for the interview.
The Suffolk House in George Town,
Penang, is the feature of this issue’s
FOR THE LOVE OF WOOD section. The
double-storey building, built in 1790 by
Captain Francis Light (founder of the
British Settlement of Penang) was the
home of early British governors, and
the venue of many important social
and official events. After being left in
ruins for decades, a campaign began as
early as 1961 to restore it to its former
glory. As with the restoration of many
buildings of historical significance
in Penang such as the Leong San
Tong Khoo Kongsi, as well as the
Cheng Hoon Teng Temple in Melaka,
timber—being a major building material
used in the original construction of
the buildings—was utilised in various
applications in the restored Suffolk
House. Read up on how Malaysian
Chengal has contributed to the
restored grandeur of Suffolk House on
pages 18-27.
Happy Reading!
The Editor
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Sarawak Ups the Ante Against
Illegal Logging

Tan Sri Adenan (second from left) speaking to several of the enforcement officers during the ceremony to hand over the vehicles
and fireams.

I

In on-going efforts to rid the state of the illegal logging
menace, the Sarawak government has frozen the issuance of
new licences for timber concessions and big scale plantations.
Chief Minister, The Rt. Hon. Tan Sri Adenan Satem, announced
on 17 January 2015 that the latter was to curb illegal logging
activities that were still widespread in the state following the
opening up of big scale plantations on state land.
“Enough with giving land for big scale plantations because
people are really worried that the plantation companies would
encroach into their native land,” said Adenan. He, however,
added that the state would still approve applications for
Native Customary Rights plantations and smallholdings.
Adenan said he had directed the Forest Department Sarawak
(FDS) to take firm action against such illegal activities,
and as a result, several raids have been carried out with
many arrests made. In giving more bite to the enforcers,
the state government had issued 50 pump guns and 29
four-wheel drive patrol vehicles to the department to help
its enforcement officers in confronting illegal loggers and
timber smugglers.

that sawmills now have to submit monthly reports to the
forest department to account for purchases of their raw
material. The sawmills are also required to inform the forest
department and relevant authorities on the routes the timber
will be transported.
Other measures the state government had taken included
getting forest officers to know the industry better. “Forest
Department and Sarawak Forestry Corporation (SFC) officers
are to familiarise themselves with details of timber species and
concessions in their areas. They must know the boundaries,
the licensees, the contractors and so on. They are to make
regular but unscheduled visits to sawmills in their areas,”
said Adenan.

Adenan also warned sawmills against buying timber from
illegal sources. He said that stern action would be taken
against them if they were found to be doing so. He added

Photo credit: FD Sarawak

In handing over the vehicles and firearms to the department
in early January this year, Adenan said he expected to see
results with the new vehicles and firearms provided to the
department. “I expect with all these extra facilities, the officers
will be more effective in enforcing the Forest Ordinance. I
do not want to hear of any more excuses about not having
enough manpower or facilities.

Tan Sri Adenan giving the thumbs-up after inspecting the four-wheel
drive patrol vehicles.

“
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We have carried
out 210 raids
since we declared
war on illegal
logging. We will
keep at it and

”

maintain our
raids.

He also warned of stern action against
officers who were to be found guilty of
collaborating with illegal timber buyers
or sellers. “We know there are some
informers in the forest department or
SFC. We will try to isolate them and
have them prosecuted. We have also
informed the Malaysian
AntiCorruption Commission to take
particular interest if there are any
suspicious activities among officers and
people in the timber business,” he said.
Adenan revealed that the state
government had confiscated 82,326
cubic metres of logs of various sizes
and species valued at RM41.16 million
in 2014. “We have carried out 210
raids since we declared war on illegal
logging. Compared with RM5.3 million
confiscated in 2013, the figure in
2014 shows that we have been quite
successful in our efforts to stamp out
the problem. However, it also means
that this problem is more widespread
than we thought. We will keep at it and
maintain our raids,” he said.
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Sarawak Timber
Association Gives
State Government
the Thumbs-up

T

The Sarawak Timber Association (STA)
applauded the state government for its
success in combating illegal logging,
which has resulted in the confiscation
of logs worth RM41.16 million in 2014.
The STA, in a statement on 14 January
2015, congratulated Chief Minister, The
Rt. Hon. Tan Sri Adenan Satem, for his
efforts and commitment in walking
the talk with intensified action towards
eradicating corrupt practices in the
timber industry in recent months.
“The enormous increase in value of
the seized illegal logs is testimony to
Adenan’s firm commitment to combat
smuggling and illegal logging cases
in the state since he took over as
Sarawak’s Chief Minister last March. The
eradication of illegal logging will help to
restore order and fairness in the timber
industry. By rooting out illegal logging
activities, the good reputation and
integrity of those law-abiding timber
operators will be restored, ensuring

fair competition for the benefit of
all stakeholders.”
The STA also urged the timber
industry and its members to resist
the temptation to buy illegal logs
regardless of their prices or sources. The
association applauded the role of the
various agencies in combating illegal
logging despite the vastness of timber
operations carried out across Sarawak,
and also urged the public to exercise
their civil rights and report illegal
activities without fear.
The STA also revealed that the
association had written a letter to all its
member companies on 31 December
2014 reminding them to adhere to the
state’s forestry laws and regulations
and be mindful of their operations on
the ground as well as to immediately
report any illegal logging activities
found within their licence areas to the
relevant authorities.

Other Successful Raids Against
Illegal Logging in Sarawak

•

4,552 logs of various sizes
and species, worth over
RM500,000, in Sri Aman and
Tanjung Manis;

•

77 Belian logs with a volume
of about 200 cubic metres,
near a log pond at Merapok,
Lawas; and

•

220 Belian logs of various
sizes with a volume of
about 440 cubic metres,
at Amang. The illegal logs
were estimated to be worth
RM440,000.

Photo credit: Michael Lo

Among the successful raids
carried out by FDS and SFC
enforcement teams in January
and February 2015 involved the
confiscation of:

The eradication of illegal logging will help to restore order and fairness in the
timber industry, says STA.
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Biodiversity Conservation in
Lower Kinabatangan Basin
gets RM1.7m Boost

Pygmy elephants are among the animals that migrate through the basin.

B

Biodiversity conservation in the lower
Kinabatangan Basin in Sabah will be
enhanced through better protection of
key migratory routes for wildlife in the
area. This has been made possible via a
five-year strategic partnership between
Felda Global Ventures Holdings Berhad
(FGV) and Borneo Conservation Trust
(BTC), which will see a contribution of
RM1.7 million to ensure safe migration of
wildlife between the pockets of forests
in the basin.
FGV, through its wholly-owned
subsidiary Pontian United Plantations
Berhad (PUP), inked an agreement
with BTC, witnessed by state Tourism,
Culture and Environment Minister, His
Hon. Datuk Seri Masidi Manjun, and BCT
Chairman Tan Sri Bernard Dompok, for
this purpose.

the basin. At least 9,000 hectares or
connectivity between forests are needed
to allow safe migration of animals within
the area, known as the Kinabatangan
Mega Biodiversity Corridor.
The cooperation and commitment
from FGV would further strengthen
biodiversity conservation, protection
and management of the ecological
corridor in the area. It would take at
least three years before the biodiversity
conservation initiative could take
effect, and with the involvement of
FGV, project activities, such as riparian
restoration, wildlife monitoring,
especially on elephants and orang utans,

and protection of existing forestland,
could be implemented.
To further protect wildlife in Sabah,
the SWD has prepared the Species
Action Plan 2010, where four key tasks
were recommended, namely, securing
the existing forest patches, or land in
Lower Kinabatangan; connecting and
restoring all key migratory routes for
Borneon elephants in order to reduce
conflicts; finding alternative approaches
to support the local communities’
livelihood; and finding sustainable
mechanism management to protect the
existing natural forest as a corridor for
wildlife and biodiversity.

Animals that migrate through the Lower
Kinabatangan Basin include the Borneo
pygmy elephants, orang utans and
proboscis monkeys. It is estimated that
there are currently over 300 pygmy
elephants and 750 orang utans in

Photo credit: Sayangsabahdotcom

With the cooperation of the Sabah
Wildlife Department (SWD), the
project entails mapping the land parcel,
enhancing forest protection, developing
and implementing an eco-tourism and
forest-related sustainable livelihood in
one of the project sites located in the
Kinabatangan region.

Tan Sri Bernard and Datuk Seri Masidi (standing second and third from left, respectively)
witnessing the signing of the agreement.
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Additional resources available on the website include case
studies on financing SFM in individual countries.

UNFF Launches
Website
to Support
Financing
for SFM

A

A website to assist developing countries in identifying
and accessing financing for sustainable forest
management (SFM) has been launched by the UN
Forum on Forests (UNFF). The launch was in support
of the on-going Facilitative Process, an outcome of the
resolution ‘Means of Implementation for SFM’ adopted
at the ninth meeting of the UNFF held in October 2009
in New York.
The Facilitative Process is based on the tenants of
a bottom-up approach that takes into account the
multiple uses and values of forests as well as the
range of ecosystem services they provide. The website
highlights the three component projects of the
Facilitative Process:
•

SFM financing in Small Island Developing States and
Low Forest Cover Countries;

•

financing in Africa and Least Developed Countries;
and

•

Climate Change financing project aimed at applying
climate change mitigation and adaptation funding
to SFM.
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Geneva Climate
Talks Conclude
with 2015 Draft
Accord

T

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) Geneva Climate Change Conference took
place in Geneva, Switzerland, from 8-13 February 2015. Over
1,300 participants attended the meeting, representing 194
governments, observer organisations and the media.
The Geneva conference was the first of several meetings in
preparation for the Paris Climate Change Conference that
will be held in Paris, France, in December 2015. The Paris
Conference is mandated to adopt “a protocol, another legal
instrument or an agreed outcome with legal force under the
Convention applicable to all parties”, which will be implemented
from 2020 onwards.
After nearly a week of negotiations, the meeting agreed on
a negotiating text that is the basis for the accord they hope
to reach in Paris. Full transparency, optimism, trust building,
constructive spirit and the speed at which the negotiators
worked were named as elements of the success of the talks.
While the text has become longer and now comprises 86 pages,
countries are now fully aware of each other’s positions. The
negotiating text covers the substantive content of what will
be the eventual agreement, including mitigation, adaptation,
finance, technology and capacity building.
Intense negotiations will be undertaken throughout the year
leading up to Paris. These include formal sessions planned
for June, early September and third week of October, as well
as informal ministerial-level meetings throughout the year
together with the upcoming Group of 7 industrialised countries
(G7) and G20 meetings. The text per se will only be discussed
during the formal negotiating sessions.
The Geneva negotiating text has formally put parties on a
course to make history and address what has been termed as
the greatest challenge facing mankind. Everyone recognised
that much hard work will be needed to turn the Geneva text
into the Paris agreement. Only time will tell whether they
will succeed.

For more information on the Facilitative Process,
please go to: http://unff-fp.un.org.

Photo credit: IISD.ca

The website also provides links and information on
publications and events released by member countries
and partners to the Facilitative Process. Additional
resources available on the website include case
studies on financing SFM in individual countries as
well as reports from UNFF processes and meetings on
financing SFM.
Malaysian delegates, Dr. Gary William Theseira (left) and Prof. Gurdial
Singh, speaking for Like-Minded Developing Countries during the
conference.
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MIFF is “sold out” again with over 500 furniture exhibitors from 12 countries. Exhibitors will showcase their latest designs at two
venues – PWTC and MECC.

Malaysian
Furniture Week
2015 – Another
Billion-Dollar
Billing
Together, the Malaysian
International Furniture Fair and
the Export Furniture Exhibition
garnered over US$1.6 billion in
sales during their 2014 shows. What
do they have in store this year to
repeat this stellar performance?

I

It is that time of the year again when the doors of major
convention centres in Kuala Lumpur will open to potential buyers
and suppliers of furniture.
The highbrowed trade fairs – the Malaysian International
Furniture Fair (MIFF) and the Export Furniture Exhibition (EFE)
– offer nothing short of well-designed high quality furniture for
buyers from all corners of the globe.
MIFF is scheduled from 3-7 March and EFE will run from
4-7 March.
MIFF is “sold out” again with over 500 furniture exhibitors from
12 countries. Exhibitors will showcase their latest designs at two
venues – the Putra World Trade Centre (PWTC) and the Matrade
Exhibition and Convention Centre (MECC) in Kuala Lumpur.
Attracting visitors from 140 countries annually, a high volume of
first-time buyers have pre-registered for the 21st edition of this
annual fair. The trade show has reported an 11% increase in buyer
pre-registration. A third of this comprises first-time visitors which
is a strong indicator of MIFF’s growing popularity.
EFE celebrates its 11th year with more than 250 exhibitors who
will showcase fresh collections to buyers from all over the world
at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre. For the first time, it
will feature international pavilions from Singapore, China and
Indonesia. EFE has also been attracting many buyers from Africa,
South America, South Asia, Middle East and Eastern Europe.
The majority of exhibitors at both fairs are of course, Malaysian
furniture manufacturers who, as a whole, offer not only high
quality furniture, but also choice and variety as well as reliability
of service and excellent business reputation. Together, both fairs
garnered over US$1.6 billion in sales during the 2014 shows.

Industry Focus
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EFE celebrates its 11th year with more than 250 exhibitors who will showcase fresh collections to buyers from all over the world at the Kuala
Lumpur Convention Centre.

One buyer from Europe said: “I like dealing with Malaysian
suppliers and I’ve done business with them for many years. They
are highly reliable as business partners. When they say they will
deliver by a particular deadline, they stick to that deadline.”

For the first time, MTC is collaborating with MIFF for this design
competition which uses wood as its main material. With the
theme “Living Furniture Global Perspective”, prototypes of the
top 10 finalists will be showcased at MECC.

Malaysia is the world’s 10th largest exporter with a strong market
share in wooden furniture such as dining and bedroom sets, and
occasional and garden furniture.
Malaysia’s exports of wooden and rattan furniture for 2014 stood
at RM6.363 billion on the back of recovering demand from
markets like the USA and the UK.
Manufacturers from Muar, Johor, are regulars at both fairs and
are ready to woo buyers with their latest products. Collectively,
the “Muar boys” contribute about 30% of Malaysian furniture
exports, and is a major foreign exchange earner for the southern
state of Johor.

MTC is proud to be significantly involved in the Malaysian
Furniture Week by having its information booth at both MIFF
and EFE. MTC is also a proud co-organiser of the MIFF Furniture
Design Competition (FDC) 2015, and the EFE’s initiative for new
exhibitors at the show.
One of MIFF’s major highlight is the prize presentation ceremony
for the FDC 2015 on 5 March. The most innovative designer will
be awarded fabulous prizes.

Photo credit: MIFF

MIFF has kept up with the tech trend by providing a free mobile
app to facilitate buyers in searching for companies and products,
and to keep them updated on the latest happenings.

Malaysia is the world’s 10th largest exporter with a strong market
share in wooden furniture such as dining and bedroom sets, and
occasional and garden furniture.
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MIFF’s exhibitors and buyers come from the world over.

MIFF – Then, Now and What
Lies Ahead

T
Photo credit: MIFF

The Malaysian furniture industry began witnessing
phenomenal growth from the late 1980s,
averaging more than 40% annually. From a mere
RM120 million in 1988 and RM208 million the
following year, the export value for Malaysian
furniture shot up to RM2.9 billion in 1997, RM6.7
billion in 2007 and RM8 billion in 2014.

“

Datuk Dr. Tan Chin Huat, Founder and
Chairman of MIFF.

Whether we have
managed to sustain
our performence must
be judged based in
terms of MIFF’s regular
exhibitors, many of

”

whom have been with
us since day one.

Many players and factors including support
from the government have contributed towards
this development. One of them is the Malaysian
International Furniture Fair (MIFF). Inaugurated
in 1995, the show has consistently accounted for
some 30% of Malaysia’s total furniture export
receipts annually.
Datuk Dr. Tan Chin Huat, Founder and Chairman
of MIFF, takes TIMBER MALAYSIA through the
exciting 20-year journey of the fair, and reveals
what the show has to offer in its third decade,
starting 2015, and beyond.

Industry Focus
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The growth of MIFF into Southeast Asia’s leading
industry event and a global Top 10 furniture fair
has cemented the status of the trade show. What
plans are in store to sustain this performance?

TCH: We have a dynamic marketing team that is constantly
thinking of providing fresh ideas and great value to Malaysian
exhibitors, and global buyers in the competitive and changing
market environment. We invest heavily in overseas promotion
and our track record is in terms of securing quality buyers from
new markets for our exhibitors. Every year, potential buyers
include furniture businesses, contract buyers, international
chain stores, hoteliers, architects and interior decorators. This
is to ensure that come March each year, they as well as our
furniture manufacturers secure the best deals through enhanced
networking opportunities. It must be a win-win situation
all the way.
Whether we have managed to sustain our performance must
be judged in terms of MIFF’s regular exhibitors, many of whom
have been with us since day one, as well as those who entered
the industry later. Their businesses have grown very well year
after year. Many of these companies are now managed by second
generation entrepreneurs who continue to choose MIFF as their
main platform to reach out to international buyers. But what is
making all these happen, I believe, is our strongest asset: our
people who are able to understand the requirements of a real
business, and deliver.

Vol. 21 No. 1
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What sets MIFF apart from all other furniture
shows in the region?

TCH: Our exhibitors and buyers come from the world over. We
started with only Malaysian exhibitors in 1995 and in 2014 there
were over 500 exhibitors from 13 countries and regions, and close
to 20,000 visitors, of whom more than 6,000 were international
buyers from 141 countries and regions. These include a first-time
delegation from the Belgium Furniture Manufacturers Association
and trade groups from South Korea and Japan. There were also
buyers from Uganda and Puerto Rico who travelled thousands of
miles to attend MIFF.
Why MIFF? I believe that firstly, at MIFF they can find most if not
all of what they seek. For those looking for wooden furniture,
MIFF is a good source for bedroom and dining sets. Secondly,
communications play a big role too in attracting international
players to Malaysia. English is widely spoken in Malaysia and most
visitors find it easy to communicate with us. Even for buyers
who are not proficient in English, our pool of interpreters is ever
ready to help out. This facilitates business deals in an industry
characterised by very specific requirements.
MIFF also provides a one-stop shopping experience, where
buyers are able to put together whole collections, and more. Due
to the wide range of products offered by the MIFF exhibitors,
many buyers often buy other furniture items that are not on
their original shopping list, and based on past experience, they
were pleasantly surprised that they were able to find them easily
in Malaysia.
Additionally, to help trade visitors maximize their time at the
show, we launched our first-ever mobile app in both iOS and
android versions. This makes it quick and easy to search for
exhibitors, products and brands as well as get the latest updates
during the fair.

“

We started with only
Malaysian exhibitors
in 1995 and in 2014
there were over 500
exhibitors from 13
countries and regions,
and close to 20,000
visitors, of whom
more than 6,000 were
international buyers

”

from 141 countries and
regions.
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Are there avenues where you feel should be
improved to further promote the holding
of international exhibitions such as MIFF
in Malaysia?

TCH: MIFF first started with a gross floor space of merely
12,000 sq m. In 2014, the size was 80,000 sq m. Malaysia, as a
country which is one of the region’s leading furniture producers,
does not have a proper exhibition hall. The Putra World Trade
Centre (PWTC), Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre and Matrade
Exhibition and Convention Centre are convention centres and not
exhibition halls.
It is high time Malaysia had a sizeable exhibition hall; one with a
gross space of at least 100,000 sq m. There are two on-ground
exhibition halls in Thailand, which have underground car parks
as well. Singapore has an on-ground exhibition hall just next to
Changi Airport. If Malaysia is really serious about capturing the
exhibition business in the region, then the authorities should do
more to build venues that will facilitate trade fairs that require
a lot of space like furniture, automobiles and woodworking
machinery. It is one of the best means to facilitate trade.

TM

MIFF is now part of the UBM Group. How has this
added value to the Malaysian furniture industry?

TCH: UBM Asia is owned by UBM plc, listed on the London Stock
Exchange. It is Asia’s leading exhibition organiser as well as the
biggest commercial organiser in mainland China, India and now,
Malaysia. It has a track record of over 30 years and operates in
20 market sectors with 230 face-to-face trade exhibitions and
professional conferences, 23 targeted trade publications, 18
vertical portals and virtual event services for over one million
quality exhibitors, visitors, conference delegates, advertisers and
subscribers from all over the world.

TM

Timber Malaysia

What is MIFF’s role in contributing towards
design development in the Malaysian
furniture industry?

TCH: We have the annual MIFF Furniture Design Competition
(MIFF FDC), which is the country’s biggest launch pad for young
furniture designers. We launched the design competition five
years ago because we strongly believe it was time to groom
young Malaysian talent to meet the needs of the industry.
Through the MIFF FDC, we connect young designers directly
with the industry right from the start. The designers’ entries are
based on a chosen theme and they are required to customize a
design for pre-selected furniture manufacturers who will produce
their prototypes. This creates a dynamic platform for young
designers and Malaysian manufacturers to exchange ideas on
furniture making and trends. In the process, both designer and
manufacturer learn from each other.
For the 2015 MIFF FDC, the Malaysian Timber Council has
agreed to be a joint-organiser, and this collaboration means a
lot to us. The competition has taken on a new theme “Living
Furniture, Global Perspective” and requires the product designs
to be made mainly of wood. This is a strong endorsement of the
importance and credibility of the competition for the Malaysian
furniture industry and the timber sector as well. By setting wood
as the main material for the competition entry, we hope that it
will enhance awareness among the younger generation on the
eco-friendliness, versatility and beauty of wood, the very material
that has helped propel the growth of the Malaysian furniture
industry. In fact, more than 80% of Malaysia’s furniture exports are
wood-based.

“

We have built up the fair’s
reputation for its abbust
B2B trading atmosphere and

”

irresistible value for a wide range
of high quality furniture.

Photo credit: MIFF

By being part of UBM, MIFF can capitalise on UBM Asia’s strong
presence in 24 major cities, its large database of international
furniture exhibitors and buyers and media outreach via its
trade publications. Given the competitive environment in the
exhibition business today, merging the synergies of MIFF with
that of a leading global exhibition organiser like UBM has placed
MIFF several notches above its competitors, especially those in
neighbouring countries. This has not only benefited the exhibitors
at MIFF but also the Malaysian furniture industry as a whole.
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Every year, partnerships are built and renewed on the MIFF trading floor and this brings great energy to the show.

Industry Focus

TM

Vol. 21 No. 1

Timber Malaysia 11

Twenty years on and MIFF is growing from strength
to strength. What does MIFF 2015 have in store for its
exhibitors and buyers?

TCH: Visitors to MIFF 2015 can expect to see brand new
collections and an extensive selection of new products from over
500 manufacturers. We are on track for another year of strong
performance, and will be building upon the momentum of our past
success with prominent buyers and visitors coming to the show. Space
is now totally sold out and we look forward to March 2015.
Malaysian exhibitors will again be the majority. Confirmed exhibitors
include household specialists Green River Wood & Lumber, Poh Huat
Furniture, Hin Lim Furniture, Favourite Design and SJY Furniture.
Among the office furniture manufacturers will be Euro Chairs, Merryfair
Chair System, Benithem and Oasis Furniture. The MFA Hall, to be
occupied by members of the Muar Furniture Association (MFA), will
make a return after a successful debut in 2013. The MFA is one of the
strongest industry groups in the country and the strategic alliance
entered into with MIFF has nearly doubled the presence of Muar
exhibitors at MIFF. Other large exhibitor groups are from China and
Taiwan, which will set up pavilions again at PWTC. Spain’s hospitality
and home furniture maker, Resol Group, which picked up awards twice
in a row for product excellence, will also be back.
Besides the MIFF FDC, the other highlights are the much awaited
annual Furniture Excellence Award for the most innovative product,
and the Best Presentation Award for the most attractive and creative
booth. A series of seminars on current developments and trends will
again be conducted by industry experts.
MTC will also hold a special seminar on Malaysian timber-based
furniture and guided tour of selected wooden furniture manufacturers
for students and lecturers of Malaysian higher learning institutions on
the final day of the show.
We have built up the fair’s reputation for its robust B2B trading
atmosphere and irresistible value for a wide range of high quality
furniture. Every year, partnerships are built and renewed on the
MIFF trading floor and this brings great energy to the show. We look
forward to welcoming many long-time friends as well as first-time
visitors, with an assurance of yet another international showcase of a
wide variety of high quality furniture and furniture products.

Organisers and participants of MIFF FDC 2015.

“

Given the competitive
environment in the
exhibition business
today, merging the
synergies of MIFF
with that of a leading
global exhibition
organiser like UBM has
placed MIFF several
notches above its
competitors, especially

”

those in neighbouring
countries.

Photo credit: MIFF
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Hanafee briefing the participants.

Sunny (seated right, front row) giving an overview of the
delegates’ findings.

Debriefing Session on
Algerian Market

T

The Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and Furniture
Entrepreneurs (PEKA) and MTC were in Algeria from 23-28
November 2014 to explore possible business opportunities
as there were demands for products which Bumiputra
manufacturers could produce.
A debriefing session was held on 26 January 2015 at the MTC
headquarters highlighting how PEKA members could support
the Algerian market which was in need of school furniture,
kitchen cabinets, doors and joinery products.
The market research team comprised Hanafee Yusoff, Ahmad
Suradi Adnan, Jamaludin Murad, Abu Huzaifah Hashim and
Shaharom Othman.
The debriefing session was headed by Hanafee, the President
of PEKA, who addressed some 20 participants from
timber-related associations and government agencies. The
panelists also highlighted the competition Malaysia faces from
China and Vietnam.

Some 20 participants attended the debriefing session.

Debriefing Session on
UK Market

T

The Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) held a debriefing session
on its market research visit to the UK which was carried out from
12-16 January 2015.
MTC Interim CEO Datuk M. Nagarajan welcomed the 27
delegates and representatives of MFC, and other timber-related
associations and government agencies to the session held at the
MTC headquarters in Kuala Lumpur on 13 February 2015.
The chairman of the market research visit, Sunny Ter, gave an
overview of the delegates’ findings. Joining him on the panel
were Nelson Tan, Cha Hoo Peng, Andy Ng, Richard Ko and C.C
Chua, the President of MFC.
The panel members explained why Malaysia’s exports to the
UK were declining and how this could be addressed with joint
ventures and better furniture designs. They also stressed on
the need to go online and quickly incorporate changes in
market trends.

Participants at the debriefing session.
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Yusuhara Wooden Bridge
Museum, Japan
Linking Traditional
and Contemporary
Expressions of Asian
Architecture

T

The Yusuhara Wooden Bridge Museum is set in the idyllic
forested mountains of Kochi, Japan. At first glance, the structure
appears to be simply a bridge, fooling the eye into thinking that
there is no interior building within. But the 4,800-sq-ft slatted
timber structure also houses a covered gallery and skywalk that
connects a hotel and a spa, which are separated by a cliff and a
road. Visitors enter the bridge from the ground level on one side
through a new building, while the other side, being 10m lower, is
accessed via a glass lift.
Designed by Tokyo-based Kengo Kuma and Associates, the
154-foot span bridge’s structural system is inspired by Hanebashi
bridges from the Edo period (1603-1868). Instead of using nails
and bolts, this ancient system uses a proliferation of square
interlocking timber beams that vary in length. They are shorter
at the bottom and gradually increase upward towards the
bridge’s walkway, creating a triangular formation.

The exhibition rooms along the hallway also have glass doors,
which draw in light from their interior into the hallway.

At first glance, the structure appears to be simply a bridge, fooling the
eye into thinking that there is no interior building within.

Timber Malaysia 15
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The alternating beam design of the exterior is repeated in the ceiling of the cavernous long
hall. Each end is capped with glass walls and doors, filling the space with natural light.

The visual language of the structure is
remarkable, deliberately harking back to
the dougong corbelled timber structures
of ancient Japanese and East Asian
architecture, while simultaneously making
it appear weightless and out of scale.
Where traditionally each column of the
frame would be topped with a corbel,
here there is a single column with the
entire building appearing to rest upon it.
The trusses at either end of the structure
carry some of the load, and the whole
structure appears to touch the ground
very lightly indeed.
The structure’s shape also responds
to the upward sloping terrain of the
surrounding mountains. The intention
of the architects was for the building to
exhibit a harmonious relationship with its
forested mountain environment. The use
of large-scale steel or concrete elements
was avoided in favour of small members
of glue-laminated local Red Cedar.
Photo credit: archdaily.net

Photo credit: oshatz.com
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Explains Jumpei Matsushima, the chief
architect of the project: “We wanted to
prove that even on a site where large
trees are less available, we can employ
a traditional method where a big yet
delicate cantilever can be realised with

Photo credit: archdaily.net

the assembly of small-sectioned materials.
The structure is a modern construction
inspired by traditional techniques.”
The interior of the gallery mimics the
exterior in its materiality and poetic
exposed structure, forming a space
framed by Cedar members and a
panoramic view of the landscape. The
alternating beam design of the exterior is
repeated in the ceiling of the cavernous
long hall. Each end is capped with glass
walls and doors, filling the space with
natural light. The exhibition rooms along
the hallway also have glass doors, which
draw in light from their interior into
the hallway.
The project successfully “bridges” various
issues for the town – revitalisation of
local culture, urban design, technique for
frame construction, application of natural
materials into traditional design – with one
architectural work.
Said Matsushima: “The bridge would be
worthy of being called a culture complex.
Exhibits for the gallery vary from artist to
artist, but it mainly displays contemporary
art, local arts and crafts, and the studio
is used for educational programmes
for children.”
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Kirstenbosch Tree
Canopy Walkway,
South Africa

The walkway takes the
visitor from the forest
floor into the woods and
bursts out above the
canopy, giving spectacular
panoramic vistas of the
surrounding mountains, the
Garden and Cape flats.
Photo credit: archdaily.net/ adamhavvower

A

A 130m treetop canopy walkway, winding through the forest
canopy on the eastern slopes of Table Mountain and offering
spectacular 360-degree views of Cape Town and the surrounding
mountains, has opened at Kirstenbosch National Botanical
Garden in Cape Town, South Africa. Taking advantage of the
sloping ground, the crescent-shaped, timber and galvanised steel
structure winds and dips through the forest canopy, resembling
the ribbed skeleton of a huge snake, hence its nickname, the
“Boomslang” (Tree Snake).
The walkway takes the visitor from the forest floor into the woods
and bursts out above the canopy, giving spectacular panoramic
vistas of the surrounding mountains, the Garden and Cape flats.
Touching the forest floor in two places and rising to a maximum
level of over 12m, the wheelchair-friendly walkway gives visitors
the opportunity to experience the forest from all levels, and a
treetop-view to see birds and other animals that are normally
difficult to spot from the ground.
The main spine of the walkway is tubular steel, with welded ribs
and a light mesh providing the cross bracing, allowing the whole
form to act as a bridge-spanning beam. Continuous shaped
handrails of African Padauk ensure the safety of visitors. The
decking throughout is of stained, treated and slatted Pine, placed
on edge and spaced to accommodate the walkway’s curves. The
structure was pre-fabricated in 6m lengths that were hoisted by

Photo credit: archdaily.net/ adamhavvower
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Taking advantage of the sloping ground, the crescent-shaped, timber
and galvanised steel structure winds and dips through the forest
canopy, resembling the ribbed skeleton of a huge snake, hence its
nickname, the “Boomslang” (Tree Snake).

crane and bolted together on site. This caused minimal disruption
to the trees during assembly and reduced construction time in
the Garden.
The planning of the walkway started in 2012 and on-site
construction of the framework began in November 2013. The
walkway was completed on 16 May 2014 and opened to the public
the day after. Constructed at a cost of R5 million (RM1.5 million),
it was built to celebrate the centenary of Kirstenbosch, which was
declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 2004.
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House Under the Oaks,
Austria

Built as a wide outstretched wooden box on six columns, it offers a living area of about 100 square meters.

M

Measuring 1,000 square feet, the
House Under the Oaks is a minimalistic
and eco-friendly wooden box house
designed by Juri Troy Architects for an
Austrian family in the countryside, west
of Vienna. Based on the passive house
concept, it uses minimal energy and
with a low carbon footprint but does not
compromise on quality and comfort.

The house has a ground source heat
pump that collects inexhaustible energy
stored in the ground, as well as solar cells
on the roof. These devices convert heat
and light into electricity – a perfect energy
concept which causes the least impact on
the environment.

Photo credit: homeinideas.com

The House Under The Oaks has been
awarded a ‘Lower Austrian Wood
Construction Prize’, an award to
promote outstanding archievements
of timber construction, as well as an
award for being a project of ‘Exemplary
Construction in Lower Austria’.

The single-floor dwelling is entered
through an L-shaped veranda leading to
the back, which is fenced in by wooden
slats. The veranda provides access to the
open-plan kitchen and dining area via a
row of full-height sliding glass windows,
as well as a separate door leading to
a wide corridor with built-in storage
facilities. The entire interior is finished in
local wood coated in clear pigmented oil.

Photo credit: homeinideas.com

Built as a wide outstretched wooden
box on six columns, it offers a living area
of about 100 square meters. The whole
structure was done in prefabricated
eco-friendly wood and wool insulation
of up to 60 cm, a new prototype for
affordable living on minimal energy in
Austria. Insulated with natural wood
to protect against cold winters, the
home also features a wooden patio
and balcony for outdoor enjoyment
during summer, where it overlooks the
beautiful countryside.

Based on the passive house concept, it uses minimal energy and with a low carbon footprint but
does not compromise on quality and comfort.
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Suffolk House
Present Perfect

Chengal plays a dazzling role in the
resurrection of the only Anglo-Indian
mansion outside India

Exterior view of Suffolk House with timber-louvred
doors on all four sides of the ground floor.

20
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S

Standing majestically in all her
architectural splendour near the
banks of Air Itam in Penang is Suffolk
House. With her existence hanging
in the balance back in the 1960s as
she became a crumbling ruin, Suffolk
House, which is also known as the
first Great House of Penang, was
revived with a facelift to the tune of
RM6.3 million.
Handsomely restored in 2007, the
grand old dame was the talk of the
town when she won the prestigious
Award of Distinction in the 2008
UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for
Culture Heritage Conservation.
In 2000, Suffolk House went
through major restoration works. A
dilapidated periodic building, the
roof was leaking as the tiles were
broken, its timber trusses infested
with termites, walls covered with
fungus and moss and the timber
floorboards falling apart due to rot.
Architect Laurence Loh was given
the task of resurrecting one of
Penang’s most important colonial
heritage buildings to its former
grandeur state after decades
of neglect.
Suffolk House was restored to
its pristine condition as how it
was back in the 1800s in strict
accordance with historical paintings
and archaeological evidence
uncovered after meticulous research.
Contemporary additions were
carefully selected to complement the
age-old beauty.
Loh had the unenviable task of
sourcing the building materials to
match the original ones.

Suffolk House was restored
to its pristine condition
as how it was back in the
1800s in strict accordance
with historical paintings and
archaeological evidence
uncovered after meticulous
research. Contemporary
additions were carefully
selected to complement the
age-old beauty.
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Green painted three-panel solid timber doors
welcome the visitor to Suffolk House.
The exposed roof beams and glass-panelled interior
doors are of white-painted timber.
The stairway is an excellent showcase of wood use. Strips of
solid Chengal make up the treads, handrails and balusters.
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Then and now, timber has played an important role in imbibing warmth
into an otherwise ‘cold’ interior of a brick and mortar built form.

Timber Malaysia
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Stately verandah of Suffolk House in polished timber floor and
white-painted timber ceiling beams.
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‘
The elements of British colonial decor
are very much in place with dark-coloured furniture on its
timber flooring.

In the old days, almost all the materials used to build
the house were imported from India and Burma using
the East India Company trade routes and construction
techniques mirrored those found in garden houses in
Madras (now known as Chennai in India).

Timber’s timeless appeal is featured well here. The
hardwood used to restore the old house not only exudes
class but also shows timber as a versatile building material
which is both strong and beautiful. Only Malaysian timber,
Chengal, was used for the restoration work.

The restoration work included the reroofing of the
central bay; relining of the timber strips on the first floor;
replastering the walls and stabilizing the entire building.

The carefully laid Chengal timber strips on the verandah
with its polished finished is a visual feast coupled with the
Tuscan columns and the Hundi bell jar lanterns used for
lighting. Again, wooden beams crisscrossing the ceiling
here aptly show that the building’s age-old designs are
very much in place.

New timber trusses, doors and windows as well as
floorboards made mostly of Chengal were installed.
The ceilings of the house feature a simple lattice of
timber trusses with colonnades for support on the
terracotta-tiled floors. Ceiling-high louvred doors in
shades of green match the pastel hue of the house’s
off-white walls on the ground floor.

The stairway is an excellent showcase of wood use.
Strips of solid Chengal make up the treads, handrails and
balusters. The clever play of colours with brown treads
and beige balusters are soothing to the eye. The entire
stairway has a strong, sturdy feel to it.

for the love of wood
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Loh said more than 70 per cent of the building was
restored. His team had gathered information from the
Georgian Group (the group that looks after Georgian
buildings), the Victoria and Albert Museum and the British
Library in London to have a better understanding on how
the restoration work should be carried out.
“Our researchers also studied old paintings of Suffolk
House, especially paintings done between 1811 and 1818,”
said Loh.
Suffolk House is the sole surviving major Anglo-Indian
mansion outside India. This Georgian-inspired mansion is
noted as one of the finest in Asia.
It was built in the early 1800s in the pepper estate owned
by Captain Francis Light, founder of the British settlement
in Penang.
Light named the house after the county in England where
he was born. The restoration exercise also ensured that the
surroundings of Suffolk House remained green and serene.
Giant raintrees and with a little help from landscaping
using lush vegetation, have retained the building’s
original personality.
The elements of British colonial décor are very much in
place with dark-coloured furniture on its timber flooring.
The use of pale colours on walls is a lovely contrast against
all the wood-based furniture in the house. Huge verandahs
with ceiling fans, timber trusses and flooring as well as
colonnades exude grandness befitting the great house.
In the old days, Suffolk House served as a government
house and it was here that Sir Stamford Raffles discussed
critical political issues such as the founding of Singapore.
In the 1960s, the Methodist Church, which owned the
house and land at the time, used the ground floor as a
canteen for the adjoining Methodist Boys School until 1974
when it was declared unsafe and sealed off.
Currently, there is a fine dining restaurant operating out
of Suffolk House. The indoor and outdoor venue of this
stately mansion is available for hire for parties, weddings
and formal functions, among others. It is also used for
bridal and photography too.
The rustic, old world charm of Suffolk House will appeal to
anyone who understands and appreciates history and the
multicultural heritage that it leaves behind.
The elements of good design, impeccable craftsmanship
and the due respect given to the wood used are the
essence of Suffolk House’s sturdy structure which also
display Malaysian timbers as timeless beauties.

The hardwood used to restore the old
house not only exudes class but also
shows timber as a versatile building
material which is both strong and
beautiful. Only Malaysian timber, Chengal,
was used for the restoration work.

Many residential and commercial structures
enhanced by the use of Malaysian timber
are featured in MTC’s book “ReThink: A New
Paradigm for Malaysian Timber”. Co-published
with MPH and available at MPH and leading
bookstores in Malaysia and Singapore, the book
showcases breathtaking projects in Malaysia,
Singapore, Mauritius and the Maldives.
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SFD and ISME Continue
Collaboration on
Rehabilitation of Mangroves

A

A Memorandum of Understanding between the State
Government of Sabah and the International Society for Mangrove
Ecosystems (ISME), Japan, on a mangrove rehabilitation
project has been extended for another five years, following the
expiration of its first phase.
With funding from Tokio Marine & Nichido (Tokio Marine &
Nichido) Fire Insurance Co. Ltd., Japan, the Sabah Forestry
Department (SFD) will be receiving an allocation of 5.5 million
yen (RM200,000) per year. The first disbursement of RM169,235
has been presented to kick-start the project.
Phase one of the SFD-ISME project which was also funded
by Tokio Marine & Nichido, started in November 2010 where
it successfully restored 151.5 hectares of degraded mangrove
forests involving six forest reserves in four districts in Sabah, from
February 2011 until June 2014. During this period, RM529,365 was
spent to rehabilitate degraded mangrove forests.
A book covering the strategic approaches undertaken through
the SFD-ISME project was published recently during the
9th Project Steering Committee Meeting held at the SFD’s

headquarters in Sandakan recently. The publication, entitled
Rehabilitation of Mangroves in Sabah, highlights case studies
carried out at various project sites, and also the achievements
and benefits of the phase one project.
The project also led to SFD’s collaboration with the Tropical
Biosphere Research Center (TBRC), University of the Ryukyus,
Japan, on research collaboration and capacity building. Under
this collaboration, various activities had been carried out
including studies on biodiversity within mangrove ecosystems of
Sabah by two TBRC researches, Dr Tohru Naruse and Associate
Professor Shin Watanabe.
The project has benefited both parties in terms of experiences
and lessons learnt on mangrove rehabilitation. The close
collaboration has also benefited the State in terms of biodiversity
assessment of the mangrove’s ecosystem and supporting the
capacity building for SFD’s personnel through on-site training
and a three-month training course on selected subjects offered
at the University of the Ryukyus.
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The publication highlight case studies carried out at various projects
site, and also the achievements and benefits of the phase one project .

Photo credit: Sabah FD

Photo credit: newlinearperspectivesdotwordpressdotcom
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SFD Director, Datuk Sam Mannan (in suit) receiving the first copy of the book from Prof. Shigeyuki Baba of ISME.
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The event also marked the culmination of the school’s Eco Week.

Vincent Wong (kneeling right) planting a sapling during the event.

College
Marks Arbour
Day With
Tree-Planting

Engaging
Youths
in Green
Initiative

E

F

Epsom College in Malaysia recently observed Arbour
Day, a celebration in which individuals and groups are
encouraged to plant and care for trees. The college
marked the day by organising a tree-planting ceremony at
its campus in Bandar Enstek, Negri Sembilan.

Forty students of Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan
Santubong and 10 students of Sekolah Kebangsaan
Santubong were involved in a “Community Tree
Planting” campaign held in Puteri Beach, Santubong,
Sarawak recently.

The event also marked the culmination of the school’s
Eco Week, which saw both the Prep and Senior School
students participating in a variety of eco-friendly activities
such as recycling, field trips to the mangroves and an
eco-friendly themed competition.

During the programme, 30 saplings of three species,
namely Rhu Bukit, Salam and Bintangor Laut were planted
at the beach. Bintangor Laut is good for climbing, and
Salam – also known as ‘bungkang’ in Iban - is known to
attract birds.

The Arbour Day commemoration started with a special
assembly at the school’s auditorium, featuring a performance
by the Prep School Choir and a presentation by Friends of
Epsom College in Malaysia Chairman, Datuk Kenneth Kolb.

“Bintangor Laut can grow very well along the beach. It
is a big tree and is good for climbing. The Rhu Bukit also
grows very well on this type of sand,” said Malaysian
Nature Society (MNS) Kuching Branch member Kit
Pearce. The youngsters were supervised by MNS Kuching
Branch and Kuching North City Commission employees.

This was followed by the tree-planting ceremony outside
the school’s cricket pavilion, where two Elephant’s Ear
(Enterolobium cyclocarpum) trees measuring 12 metres
in height, were planted together with a time capsule
containing a selection of memorabilia collected from the
school and its boarding houses.
The college’s headmaster Martin George said the Arbour
Day celebration presented a wonderful opportunity for
students to learn about the importance of trees. “The
Elephant’s Ear trees will thrive to create a full canopy
under which students can gather,” he added.

The seedlings for the programme were donated
by Sarawak Forest Tree Seed Bank of the Sarawak
Forestry Corporation.
MNS Kuching Branch Vice-Chairman, Vincent Wong, told
the young participants that the programme was meant
for them. “This is for you, the young ones. We are planting
trees here to keep Santubong clean and green for the
next generation,” he said.
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DHL Malaysia Volunteer Day activities were held concurrently
across three states – Penang, Kuala Lumpur and Johor.

A young participant at the event.

DHL
Employees
Commit to
Green Cause

Planting
the Seeds
of Hope

M

N

More than 550 employees of global logistics provider,
DHL Express Malaysia (DHL) made good of their green
commitment through their Global Volunteer Day where
various green initiatives were held in the country recently.
The global drive aimed at giving back to the local
communities and inculcate a passion of volunteerism
among employees.
DHL Express Malaysia Managing Director, Christopher Ong,
said, “DHL has staked out a clear position in transforming its
business into one that is increasingly carbon efficient via our
GoGreen environmental protection programme”.
DHL Malaysia Volunteer Day activities were held
concurrently across three states – Penang, Kuala Lumpur
and Johor.
In Penang, over 130 employees, together with their families
and friends, participated in the GoGreen and Health Carnival
at the Polo Ground, where the GoGreen recycle awareness
programme was organised to encourage Malaysians to lead
a healthier lifestyle.
In Kuala Lumpur and Johor, DHL employees planted
more than 130 saplings at the Forest Research Institute
of Malaysia, and at the foot of Gunung Ledang in Muar,
respectively. DHL employees also learned about proper
tree-planting techniques and attended workshops on
compositing and terrarium.

Nets Printwork Sdn. Bhd. teamed up with the Malaysian
Nature Society’s (MNS) Environmental Interpretive Centre
(EIC) for its fifth tree-planting exercise.
More than 40 participants comprising MNS members and
Nets Printwork employees took part in the event themed
“Growing the Seeds of Hope”.
The event was aimed at raising public awareness of the
importance of the ecosystem and the role people should
play in conserving it.
Thirty five-foot saplings of Rhu Pantai (Casuarina spp.)
were planted at Sepang Goldcoast in Bagan Lalang,
Selangor, a coastal town located 40km from the Kuala
Lumpur International Airport. Bagan Lalang has a rich
mangrove biodiversity and coastal trees can be found
growing along its sandy beaches.
Coastal trees such as Rhu Pantai act as natural wind
breakers, which temper wind impact of and prevent
erosion along the beach.
The event kicked off with participants being briefed on
the biodiversity of mangroves and the various types of
mangrove trees found in Malaysia.
A guide from EIC demonstrated showed how the trees
ought to be planted to prevent damage and to ensure
that they grow well under strong windy conditions.
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Sekayu Recreational Forest,
Terengganu
Tree species such as Meranti, Keruing and Damar Hitam call this recreational forest their home.

T

Terengganu is known for its beautiful waterfalls and recreational
forests. The Sekayu Recreational Forest, located in the Forest
Reserve of Hulu Terengganu Tambahan, is one of the most
popular. Its lush landscape and magnificent seven-tier cascade
waterfall with water-cut pools that sit within the 405 hectares of
the area are the main pull-factors. Visitors come here to enjoy the
crystal clear water which flows from the Sekayu and Tersat rivers.
Surrounding Sekayu Recreational Forest is a thriving dipterocarp
forest. Tree species such as Meranti, Keruing and Damar Hitam
call this recreational forest their home. The trees and plants here
are well marked with signages and brief descriptions for easy
viewing and reading. The sound of gentle water rushing along its
course greets visitors upon entering the area.
The lower tiered cascades of the Sekayu waterfall can be reached
from a flight of stairs. The upper levels, however, require a bit of
trekking. Nonetheless, the terrain to the top is manageable for
most visitors who are reasonably fit.
The recreational forest has camping and picnicking areas,
shelters, changing rooms, chalets and a rest house, catering to
visitors’ convenience. Apart from the waterfall, visitors may also
visit a mini museum, fruit orchard, mini zoo, bird park and flower
garden – all within the vicinity of the recreational forest. There
is also a wooden suspension bridge as well as a fish pond for
visitors’ enjoyment.
With the beauty of Mother Nature all around conjuring a sense
of peace and tranquillity, Sekayu Recreational Forest is a suitable
place for family and friends to relax and rejuvanate.
A wooden suspension bridge as well as a fish pond are
among the attractions in the receational forest.
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The sound of gentle water rushing along its
course greets visitors upon entering the area.
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The recreational forest has camping and picnicking areas,
shelters, changing rooms, chalets and a rest house, catering to
visitors’ convenience.

GETTING THERE
Sekayu Recreational Forest can be accessed either through
Kuala Berang (16km) or Kuala Terengganu (56km). There are
buses and taxis from the main road of Kuala Terengganu to
Kuala Berang. Only taxis are available from Kuala Berang to
the waterfall.

ACCOMMODATION
You can rent a chalet at the Sekayu Recreational Forest for
RM60 per night for air-conditioned rooms or RM50 for rooms
with fan. A rest house within the area costs RM60 per night.
Alternatively, you can also rent chalets belonging to the Hulu
Terengganu District Council.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Forest and Recreational Unit
Terengganu State Forestry Department
7th Floor, Wisma Negeri
20200 Kuala Terengganu, Terengganu.
Tel: +60 9 627 4155
Fax : +60 9 623 6552
Email: phnt@forestry.terengganu.gov.my

