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Dear Readers,
TC congratulates Datuk
Himmat Singh a/l Ralla
Singh on his recent
appointment as the new
Secretary-General of
the Malaysian Ministry of Plantation
Industries and Commodities, and
welcomes him as an MTC Trustee.
Datuk Himmat’s long service and
experience in several agencies and
ministries will definitely contribute
positively to the growth and
development of the country’s timber
industry. For a brief background on
Datuk Himmat, please see page 7.
The Council takes this opportunity
to thank his predecessor Datuk Seri
Nurmala Abdul Rahim for her wise
counsel and contribution during
her tenure as a member of the MTC
Board of Trustees and Investment
Management Committee. We
wish her the very best in all her
future undertakings.

M

We are sad to announce that the
Malaysian timber industry has lost
an illustrious fighter. Tunku Tan Sri
Osman Ahmad, who was the founding
chairman of the Council, passed away
on 6 July 2014. Tunku, as he was
fondly known, helmed the Council
for 19 years until his retirement on
31 December 2010. Through his
Chairmanship of MTC, he played an
immense role in uniting, developing
and shaping the Malaysian timber
industry, and grew MTC into a leading
and respectable agency in the global
forestry and timber fraternity. He was
well-loved and respected by everyone
who knew him, be they associates,
friends, colleagues or subordinates.
With his passing, the industry has lost
an invaluable leader and mentor, but
his legacy of high standards, integrity
and professionalism will live on in MTC
and the timber industry. An eulogy of
the late Tunku is on pages 18-21.
In yet another endeavour to
encourage the use of wood—this time
in furniture making—MTC is joining

hands with the Malaysian International
Furniture Fair (MIFF) to sponsor and
co-organise the 2015 MIFF Furniture
Design Competition (MIFF FDC). The
MTC-MIFF collaboration will provide
aspiring young designers an excellent
platform to challenge themselves and
create winning pieces with wood as
the main material. Turn to pages 8-9
for our report on an MIFF-FDC
workshop where potential entrants
to the competition were briefed on
the limitless potential of timber as a
beautiful and desirable material to be
incorporated in furniture.
This issue also highlights various
endeavours by federal and state
ministries and agencies towards the
protection and conservation of forests
in Malaysia. These include step-up
efforts by the Natural Resources and
Environment Ministry to integrate all
enforcement agencies in the country
to achieve zero forest encroachment
(page 2), the decision by Sarawak to
achieve forest certification by 2017
(page 3) and the allocation of two
million hectares as commercial forest
reserves (Class II) under Sustainable
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A successful German entrepreneur
and motorsport racer finds solitude
in his private woody Villa Hutan
Datai, which is featured in FOR THE
LOVE OF WOOD section. Malaysian
Red Balau, Merbau, Kempas and
Meranti were used to build Dr. Peter
Worm’s sumptuous tropical getaway,
which is nestled within the pristine
Datai forests in Langkawi Island, and
overlooking the Andaman Sea. Turn
to pages 26-36 for a visual tour of his
amazing sanctuary.

Happy Reading!
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Forest Management Licence Agreement
in Sabah (pages 2-3). Also featured is
the mission of the Director-General
of Forestry Department Peninsular
Malaysia to safeguard the forests and
increase the area of permanent forest
reserves in the peninsula (pages 4-7).
These efforts underscore Malaysia’s
firm commitment to sustainable
forest management.
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Datuk Seri G. Palanivel - Is confident that illegal forest
activities could be prevented with the
cooperation of Malaysians.

Malaysia Seeks
to Eliminate
Illegal Forest Activities
n a move to achieve zero
forest encroachment,
the government has
stepped up efforts to
integrate all enforcement
agencies in the country. Natural
Resources and Environment (NRE)
Minister, His Honourable Datuk Seri
G. Palanivel, said it has designed
strategies and action plans to
improve a standardised integrated
enforcement action.

He added that the ministry
would first ensure that the outer
boundaries of reserve forests
were clear and identifiable. This
could help enforcement agencies
to detect and prevent illegal
activities at an early stage. He
also said the ministry’s research
institute was working towards
shifting the practice of manual
forest enforcement to high-tech
visual enforcement.

NRE, he said, was involving
agencies such as the Malaysian
Anti-Corruption Commission, Police,
Immigration Department and the
armed forces to combat illegal
activities in the forests, especially
those involving illegal immigrants.
He said the integrated operation at
the federal and state levels would
be intensified through the ministry’s
1NRE enforcement team and
centralised enforcement team.

Efforts are also being made to
educate society, especially the
younger generation, to get involved
in activities that combat illegal
logging and forest encroachment.
The government is confident that
these illegal activities could be
prevented with the cooperation of
Malaysians, who could be the eyes
and ears of enforcement agencies,
he added.
added.
he

I
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Sabah
Allocates
Two Million
Hectares of
Commercial
Forest
Reserves
under
SFMLA
abah Chief Minister, His
Right Honourable Datuk
Seri Musa Aman, said
the state government
has allocated two
million hectares as commercial
forest reserves (Class II) under
Sustainable Forest Management
Licence Agreement (SFMLA), in line
with the state’s sustainable forest
management policy.

S

news Malaysia

To date, 30 SFMLAs have been
signed with the state government
and as a start, the state government
has made it compulsory for all
SFMLA licensees to use the
environment-friendly method of
reduced impact logging (RIL) in the
natural forest management areas
since 2010.
He said each SFMLA licensee
also needed to certify the forest
management unit (FMU) areas
by this year at the latest, and so
far about 860,000 hectares of
these forest reserve areas had
been licensed.
Out of these, 386,607 hectares had
certification under the system of the
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)
and the rest under the Malaysian
Timber Certification Scheme
(MTCS), Verification of Legal Origin
(VLO) and Verification of Legal
Compliance (VLC).
Datuk Seri Musa also revealed that
through cooperation between
the Sabah Forestry Department
and World Wide Fund for NatureMalaysia, 214,000 hectares of forest
reserves had been placed under the
Global Forest Trade Network (GFTN)
initiative towards full certification.
On the initiative to rehabilitate
degraded forest reserves due to
repeated logging or fires, Datuk
Seri Musa said it would be the main
activity of the State’s forestry sector
in the next 20 years. He said that
up till 2013, more than half a million
hectares of forests had been restored
by, among others, the Forestry
Department, Sabah Foundation,
SFMLA licensees and the Sabah
Rubber Industry Board.
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Datuk Seri Musa (pic) said another
one million hectares are being
directly managed by the Forestry
Department and these are the
Deramakot, Ulu Segama-Malua,
Trusmadi, Banggi, Pin Supu and
Tangkulap Pinangah forest reserves.
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Tan Sri Adenan (third left) being briefed on the management of Sarawak’s forest after officiating
the seminar.

ll major timber operators
in Sarawak have been
given a three-year
target to achieve forest
certification. Chief
Minister, His Right Honourable Tan Sri
Adenan Satem, said Sarawak needs
to be more aggressive in pursuing
forest management certification,
which is crucial towards improving
and enhancing the state’s reputation
in the international community.

A

Speaking when officiating a seminar
on Forest Management Certification
(Natural Forest) in Kuching on 20
August 2014, Tan Sri Adenan called
on the timber players to cooperate
fully with the government to
combat the negative perception
that the state’s forest is poorly or
ineffectively managed.
He added that the government would
reciprocate by implementing longer
tenure for timber licences of up to
60 years from the date of issuance
as the state government encourages
timber players to practise Sustainable
Forest Management (SFM). “If they
are committed for 60 years, they can
do proper planning to implement
SFM in their concession areas,”
he said.
Tan Sri Adenan noted that one of
the challenges in obtaining forest
certification in Sarawak is that many
timber licensees have short tenure
periods of between five to ten
years, which are not conducive for
logging operators to undertake forest

management certification in view of
high costs involved.
He spelt out that one of the
conditions that would be imposed
for the longer tenure is that the
licence operators should incorporate
the requirement for certification
within three years from the date of
approval. Failure to comply with the
condition shall cause the licence
to be terminated. Current timber
players must certify at least one of
their licence areas by July 2017.
“Forest certification has transformed
the forest products market over
the last 15 years. The demand
for certified forest products is
growing, driven by concern for
the sustainability of supply. It is
now difficult to export products
from uncertified tropical forests to
environmentally sensitive markets.
Conversely, tropical timber from
certified forests in other parts of
Malaysia is finding improved export
opportunities and strong market
growth,” he added.
Tan Sri Adenan said the government
would review the forest management
policy from time to time with the
possibility that forest certification,
which can be the Malaysian Timber
Certification Scheme, Forest
Stewardship Council or Programme
for the Endorsement of Forest
Certification schemes, would be
mandatory for all licensed areas in
the future.

news Malaysia
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Fighting for
Our Forests
The Director-General of the Forestry
Department Peninsular Malaysia,
Datuk Prof. Dr. Abdul Rahman Abdul
Rahim, speaks about the importance
of protecting our forests and water
catchment areas to prevent our dams
from drying up.

There can never be enough trees or forests for Datuk Prof. Dr. Abdul Rahman Abdul Rahim. The Forestry
Department Director-General who likens the forests to his office, feels fortunate to be doing what he
loves – planting and caring for trees.
Work visits to lush tropical forests and parks invigorate him, and on his days off, the father-of-three
returns with his wife for brisk walks.
Insisting that forestry is as much a science as it is an art, the 57-year-old Perak-born explains how
nurturing a tree is an enriching experience that requires both skill and talent.
For Prof. Dr. Abdul Rahman and his forestry team, managing 4.8 million hectares of permanent forest
reserves in Peninsular Malaysia comes with huge challenges.
Challenges for his rangers include black magic spells, blowpipe attacks and deadly threats from illegal
logging syndicates. He is lobbying hard for them to be given guns.
He has also spoken out against the encroachment of water catchment areas and the de-gazetting of
forest reserves for development projects and highways such as the East Klang Valley Expressway (EKVE).
The proposal to de-gazette parts of the Ulu
Langat, Gombak, Ampang and Bukit Sungai
Puteh forest reserves in Selangor state totalling
106.65ha for the construction of the EKVE has become
a controversy. Why is your department allowing our
forests to be de-gazetted for development?

Q

AR: The public perception is that we are just letting this
happen, but as a technical department, we don’t have the
power to object even if we fight till the last breath as our
jurisdiction is confined within the National Land Code. As
such, we can only advise the federal or state governments
(whoever owns the land). Like the public, we discourage
de-gazetting forest reserves because the loss is too great.
Don’t de-gazette just to avoid paying compensation
to property owners or because building an alleviated
highway is too costly. Cutting down forests should be the
last resort.
And, if there is no other choice but to de-gazette,
mitigation measures must be taken. Before building a
highway, we have to ask ourselves if we really need it.
Does it solve traffic congestion? If not, we should be
improving public transportation instead.
But highways aren’t the only threat to forests. Look at
Iskandar Malaysia (in Johor) – roads and power pylons
are needed but we say the same thing: let’s explore the
alternatives to cutting trees.

“

Like the public, we
discourage de-gazetting forest
reserves because the loss is
too great. Cutting down forests
should be the last resort.

Q

”

Why are our forests catching fire so easily?

AR: We have three kinds of forests – dry inland,
peat swamp and mangrove. Some 90% are dry
inland forests, which catch fire because of smokers and
farmers. The El Nino dry season makes it worse. Although
peat swamps only comprise 3% of our forests, it is the
most fire-prone.
Peat fires are the hardest to control because the fire burns
underground. Farmers drain water from peat swamps to
irrigate their crop and when a careless driver throws his
cigarette stub, the dry peat swamp catches fire. That’s
why along the route to the Kuala Lumpur International
Airport in Sepang, you see peat fires.
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AR: Irresponsible development, greed and fires are what threaten our forests.

Q

What is the situation on illegal logging in
the country?

AR: My department only controls permanent
forest reserves. Non-permanent forest reserves are
either owned by the states or private individuals – we
do not have a say in what they want to do with them
as our role is only advisory. This is what the public does
not understand. The peninsula has 5.8 million hectares
of forests, of which 4.8 million hectares are permanent
forest reserves. Less than 1% of our permanent forest
reserves were encroached by the orang asli (indigenous
people) and those living in the peripherals of the
forests. Irresponsible development, greed and fires
are what threaten our forests. We only remove mature
trees from permanent forest reserves to prevent them
from dying and even then, we make sure replanting is
done immediately.
All logging activities in the permanent forest reserves
are monitored closely – especially when timber pricing
is good - to make sure that only what is allowed in the
permit is cut.
By 2016, my target is to achieve 0% illegal logging but we
need more funds to increase our enforcement personnel,
vehicles and equipment.

Q

You want your men armed. Is there really a need?

AR: Yes. Even the Road Transport Department and
Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission officers
have guns but my guys only have their machetes. We are
requesting for pump guns for all our enforcement officers.
They have faced blowpipe attacks and even black magic.
They are the target of organised crime syndicates.
Being armed will give them confidence. At least my
men can scare off the illegal loggers by firing warning
shots into the air. Don’t worry, they are not going to be
trigger-happy and shoot people for no reason.

AR: All logging activities in the permanent forest reserves are
monitored closely to make sure that only what is allowed in the
permit is cut.

“

My department only controls
permanent forest reserves.
Non-permanent forest
reserves are either owned
by the states or private
individuals – we do not have
a say in what they want to
do with them as our role is
only advisory.

”
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The Klang Valley has become the hub for
illegal agarwood (Gaharu) trading in Peninsular
Malaysia. Forests in Penang, Perak, Pahang and
Johor were among the worst hit states by agarwood
thieves. Selangor was also not spared. Where is
the enforcement?

Q

AR: On July 9, we raided a house in Padang Lalang,
Seberang Prai in Kedah, and arrested 13 Vietnamese
for illegal possession of 5.2kg of agarwood. We also
confiscated various equipment used to fell the trees. We
received a tip-off that they were processing the agarwood
there. We believe the arrest has crippled the syndicate
behind the agarwood thefts in the country because the
mastermind is likely based in Penang.
Syndicates from Vietnam and Cambodia have been
travelling north to south to steal our agarwood. This also
happens on state-owned land, not just in the permanent
forest reserves. The Penang Botanic Gardens where there
has been a number of agarwood thefts, for instance, is
state land.

Q

You have been in the forestry department
for some three decades. What are you most
proud of?

AR: When I completed my master’s degree in forestry
science in 1987, the future of forestry here became
crystal clear. I had learnt how a computer could integrate
volumes of data, maps and information to assist in
planning for our forests.
Analysis and simulation can be done in quick time to
ensure that the best decisions are made when faced with
questions like “what is the most suitable tree to plant in
our forests”. I am proud that together with my (former)
boss, we pioneered the use of personal computers in the
field of forestry and set up computer divisions here.
When I did my doctorate in Scotland, Malaysia was
still using programmes like Wordstar but I was already
working on Excel and Word Pro over there. What
computers could do was well beyond my expectations.
When I returned, I insisted that my officers make full
use of technology because it is an indispensable tool for
foresters. Whoever goes out on fieldwork must bring a
laptop along. I am proud that my officers are tech-savvy.

Q

“

...before I retire in three
years, I hope to see five million
hectares of permanent forest
reserves in the peninsula. This is
my mission.

”

What is the biggest challenge in managing the
country’s forests?

AR: There has to be better co-operation between
the federal and state governments. I am willing to work
with both. For example, the federal government commits
to an international environmental charter but the state
does not implement it. If a state stops logging, what will
it get? You want to conserve yet you need money. There
must be a balance between policy and economic needs.
There is no one simple solution. Sincerity is important.
I always invite the public and non-governmental
organisations to work with us too.

“

There has to be better
co-operation between the federal
and state governments. I am willing
to work with both.

”

AR: By 2016, my target is to achieve 0% illegal logging but we
need more funds to increase our enforcement personnel, vehicles
and equipment.
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New
Secretary
General
of MPIC
atuk Himmat Singh a/l
Ralla Singh (pic) has
been appointed the new
Secretary General of the
Ministry of Plantation
Industries and Commodities (MPIC)
effective 21 July 2014. He succeeded
Datuk Seri Nurmala Abdul Rahim who
has retired.

D

Natural Resources and Environment Minister,
Datuk Seri G. Palanivel, recently called on all
agencies to work together to combat illegal land
clearing and occupation in Cameron Highlands, which
had become increasingly widespread.

Q

AR: This is an issue of deforestation on Pahang state land,
which is not under our control.

Q

What are your hopes for our forests?

AR: Forests do not only mean timber. The tropical
forest is so diverse and complex. It enriches us. I
know we still need more land to build roads if we are to
achieve developed nation status by year 2020 but before
I retire in three years, I hope to see five million hectares
of permanent forest reserves in the peninsula. This would
require the states to give up their land bank. This is
my mission.
Note: This article was first published in The STAR newspaper
on 3 August 2014. It has been edited for factual accuracy.

Datuk Himmat, 58, who holds a
Master’s Degree in Park Recreation
Resources from the Michigan State
University, USA, and a B.Sc. in Ecology
from Universiti Malaya, started his
government service in December 1981
as a Diplomatic and Administrative
Officer. Throughout his long and
illustrious career in the public sector,
he rose through the ranks serving
in various positions including as an
Assistant Secretary and Assistant
Director in the Ministry of Science,
Technology and Environment, and
as a Director and Deputy Director
General in the Economic Planning Unit
of the Prime Minister’s Department.
He possesses vast knowledge in
the fields of economics and social
management, particularly related to
the development of infrastructure and
public facilities. Prior to joining MPIC,
he was the Secretary General of the
Ministry of Works.
MTC welcomes the appointment
of Datuk Himmat Singh and looks
forward to a fruitful working
relationship with him in promoting the
well being of the timber and furniture
industry sectors in Malaysia.
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Datuk Tan (centre) with Philip (left) and Datuk Yeo at the MIFF FDC Workshop.

MTC-MIFF Collaboration to Seek Out
Budding Furniture Designers
TC is partnering the
Malaysian International
Furniture Fair (MIFF)
to sponsor the 2015
MIFF Furniture Design
Competition (MIFF FDC), challenging
budding young designers to create
a new genre of commercially viable
and marketable furniture products.

M

The MIFF FDC invites aspiring
designers, 30 years and below,
to create new furniture designs
in tandem with the theme ‘Living
Furniture, Global Perspective’.
This year’s competition challenges
entrants to breathe life into
their designs with wood as the
prerequisite main material.
The highly anticipated competition
seeks to top its former record of 244
entries as it enters its sixth instalment
this year. To highlight the uniqueness
of Malaysian wooden furniture, the
competition requires designs to be
centred on timber.
Datuk Tan Chin Huat, Chairman of
MIFF, welcomed MTC as a partner
in this year’s competition and said
he looked forward to the Council’s
continued support in the future.

“This is a strong endorsement of
the importance and credibility of
the competition for the Malaysian
furniture industry and the timber
sector as well. By setting wood as
the main material, we hope that it
will enhance awareness among the
younger generation on the ecofriendliness, versatility and beauty of
wood,” Datuk Tan said.
Commending MIFF, Datuk Yeo
Heng Hau, Acting CEO of MTC,
said the competition paves the way
for budding furniture designers to
start their designing careers while
providing them with invaluable
guidance and advice from
industry experts.
“We are honoured to be able to
collaborate with MIFF this year. It is a
great opportunity for us to support
the development of young furniture
designers in the country and
build appreciation for timber as a
sustainable and exquisite material to
enhance and give life to any design.
“Malaysia is the 10th largest exporter
in the global furniture industry.
There is much potential for aspiring
designers to succeed, as the

MIFF FDC provides an excellent
springboard for designs that can
be successfully produced and
commercialised,” he added.
The competition is drawing much
interest with over 200 design
students and budding designers
attending an MIFF FDC Workshop,
a special session to brief potential
entrants on the competition. The
workshop, held on 28 August 2014
at Putra World Trade Centre in
Kuala Lumpur, also included talks by
industry experts.
Among the speakers was Dr.
Wong Tuck Meng, MTC Director for
Timber Industry Development, who
enlightened guests on the limitless
potential of timber as a material for
furniture manufacturing through a
talk entitled, ‘Timber for Furniture –
Its Limit is Your Imagination’.
“Furniture designers should
develop a holistic understanding
of the characteristics of the
various species of timber before
committing to a design. Various
elements need to be considered as
each timber species holds its own
distinctive characteristics, from

news Malaysia
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One for the album: Officials and participants of MIFF FDC 2015.

“As no two species are similar to
each other and even no two logs of
wood are identical, timber offers a
distinctive uniqueness in terms of
appearance in every design,” said
Dr. Wong, who also shared on the
uniqueness of timber, its vast variety
of species and how its characteristics
can enhance furniture designs.
Another distinguished speaker was
Philip Yap, a Malaysian furniture
designer currently operating in China.
Also the competition’s chief judge,
Philip shared his “design secrets” on
using timber in furniture.
“Designs can always be replicated
but when its identity is strong,
its soul cannot be duplicated.
Participants need to consider this
and not be limited by their own
design preferences. They need
to venture beyond, explore their
imagination and aim high when
creating designs,” he said in his
presentation entitled ‘Creative Design
from Nature’s Bounty’, which gave
participants a look into the designing
framework and strategies of creating
outstanding designs.
“This competition gives us the
opportunity to showcase our ability
and help us gain exposure in the
industry. As the competition is
centred upon timber, we also have
the chance to create awareness on
wood’s natural beauty and inspire
other designers to embrace this
material in their designs,” said
27-year-old, Daniel Chua Yong Ho
from KBU International College.

Furniture and Product Design
lecturer Zaimin Fazel, 29 years old,
who has been participating in design
competitions for several years, was
delighted with this year’s emphasis
on timber.
“Aside from adding a natural-feel to
the design and being a sustainable
material, there is a wide variety of
wood available in Malaysia, thus
giving us ample opportunities to
explore more designs,” she added.
The workshop also included a
furniture showcase featuring
products from five leading Malaysian
furniture manufacturers (Jemaramas
Jaya, Inception Design & Trading,
Kinheng Furniture, Gamma Wood,
and Lencasa). With each company’s

representative present, the
attendees were able to interact and
address their design queries to the
manufacturers themselves.
MIFF FDC is held in conjunction with
Southeast Asia’s leading industry
trade show, MIFF, organised by UBM
Malaysia, the twenty-first edition of
which will take place on 3-7 March
next year. Apart from exciting
rewards worth over RM20,000 in
cash prizes, trophies and certificates,
the finalists will have their designs
prototyped and displayed at
MIFF 2015.
For more information on the competition,
please visit: www.mifffdc.com.

Photo credit: UBM Malaysia.

its colour and grain pattern to its
working properties.

A group of participants taking a closer look at a product showcased at the workshop.
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Revised Australian Chain
of Custody Forestry
Standard Published

Photo credit: makeitwood.org.

with some modifications to
suit Australian circumstances
and processes.

Richard
Stanton, AFS
Ltd’s National
Secretary.

he revised Australian
Standard® for Chain
of Custody for Forest
Products has been
published, ensuring it
is up to date and consistent with
international best practice. The
revised Standard (AS 4707:2014)
underpins the tracking of wood or
forest products originating from
sustainably managed, certified forests
through all phases of ownership,
transportation and manufacturing to
the end consumer.

T

Sustainably managed forests are
certified under the Australian
Standard® for Sustainable Forest
Management (AS 4708:2013).
These two Australian Standards®
form the core of the Australian
Forest Certification Scheme (AFCS)
managed by Australian Forestry
Standard Ltd (AFS Ltd), which has
been endorsed by the Programme
for Endorsement of Forest
Certification (PEFC). The revised
Standard is based on the recently
revised PEFC Chain of Custody
Standard (PEFC ST 2002:2013)

Said Richard Stanton, AFS Ltd’s
National Secretary: “Increasing
interest from consumers in where
their wood products come from,
as well as the requirements of the
new illegal logging laws, make
this Standard a valuable way for
businesses in the wood and paper
products sectors to demonstrate
their products are sustainable. It is
a voluntary standard for use by any
organisation seeking to assure its
customers that the certified wood
and forest products they buy are
sourced from a certified forest.
Australian Standards® are reviewed
approximately every five years
to ensure they remain consistent
with any changes in technical and
operational knowledge and reflect
community expectations at both the
national and international level. This
is the second time that the Australian
Standard® has been reviewed
and republished.
Certification bodies can continue
to issue certificates against AS
4707:2006 until 31 December 2014.
From 1 January 2015, all new chain of
custody certificates must be issued
against AS 4707:2014.
For more information on the revised
standard, visit the following website:
http://www.forestrystandard.org.
au/announcements/revised-chain-of
custody-standard-published

Laos Gets USD3.6m Grant
for Forest Protection
he Lao government has
received a USD3.6 million
grant to strengthen
forest protection and
management, according
to a recent World Bank press release.
The grant agreement was signed by
the Lao government and the World
Bank while the USD3.6 million grant

T

was provided by the Forest Carbon
Partnership Facility (FCPF). The
grant will support the Lao Ministry
of Agriculture and Forestry’s
Department of Forestry, the
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment, and other stakeholders
who support sustainable
forest management.

Timber Malaysia

New
Apartment
Blocks in
London to
be made
out of CLT

Developers have also become more interested
in using CLT to meet sustainability quotas as
timber is a carbon capturer.

new crop of developers
is starting to build
wooden homes around
London through a
number of high profile
regeneration schemes. As developers
look for cheaper, quicker, and more
sustainable ways to build houses,
cross-laminated timber (CLT)–
structurally engineered boards that
are stacked at right angles and glued
together over the entire surface in
panel layers–is the material more
talked about in British construction
than ever before.

A

Not only is CLT a more durable
material than people give it credit
for, it also has the potential to save
homeowners money on their energy
bills. The compact layering of the
wood makes it airtight and it has half
the air leakage of concrete, reducing
the amount of energy needed to
heat buildings by almost 40 per
cent. Developers have also become
more interested in using CLT to
meet sustainability quotas as, unlike
concrete, which is a carbon producer,
timber is a carbon capturer. It is the
construction equivalent of burning
more calories than one consumes.
Richard Cook, head of residential
development at Lend Lease, which
is redeveloping parts of the Olympic
Park in Stratford, Battersea and
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Delegates to the Third Annual PEFC UK Stakeholder Day.
Inset: Sheam Satkuru-Granzella delivering her presentation.

Elephant & Castle, stressed: “Timber
frames always get a bad press
because they’re basically made out
of sticks but people don’t realise
how solid CLT actually is. It’s a
premium product in Europe. We
started looking into it at Lend Lease
because we have a holistic approach
to building sustainable communities,
so that includes thinking about the
sort of construction materials we
work with.”
Lend Lease is using CLT in three
developments; Cobalt Place (104
homes split across two buildings
in Battersea); Trafalgar Place (235
homes in Elephant & Castle, part of
the £1.5 billion regeneration of the
Heygate Estate); and Banyan Wharf
(50 apartments in Shoreditch).
Another developer, Regal Homes, is
currently planning to build the tallest
CLT building in Europe in Hackney.
Banyan Wharf, which lies within the
Regents Canal Conservation Area,
will be 10 storeys high when it is
completed in April 2015, matching
the world record currently held by
Lend Lease for a block of apartments
called Forte in Melbourne, Australia.
There may be a long way to go
before wooden houses replace bricks
and mortar in the hearts of British
homebuyers, but cosmopolitan and
trend-setting London in particular is
ready for the change.

Third Annual PEFC UK
Stakeholder Day
ver 100 delegates
attended the third annual
PEFC UK Stakeholder
Day, which was held in
London on 1 July 2014.
The delegates, representing a broad
range of industry sectors, heard
from an expert panel focussing
on the progress of certification in
Asia and opportunities for the UK
market. Some highlights from their
presentations are as follows:

O

• The PEFC Asia Promotions
Initiative has pilot projects
in Malaysia, Nepal, Thailand
and Vietnam, which are
driving forward solutions for
agro-forestry and certiﬁcation
to ‘ﬁt’ where it is needed. This
outreach is concentrating on
addressing local concerns and
solving local problems to ensure
that certiﬁcation is both relevant
and accessible. – Sarah Price,
PEFC International.
• The marketplace for tropical
timber products is shifting away
from mature EU/US markets to
customers in Asia. Asian markets
and countries such as India are
paying similar prices for products
as the EU. Certiﬁcation levels
through the Malaysian Timber
Certiﬁcation Scheme (MTCS) are
growing but the key challenge
is still insufﬁcient incentive and
demand for manufacturers to
produce certiﬁed products. This
will only change through greater
awareness raising. - Sheam SatkuruGranzella, MTC London Director.

• Every law, rule and regulation is
strictly followed, and the Chinese
Government is very supportive of
the Chinese Forest Certiﬁcation
Council’s (CFCC) work and forest
certiﬁcation in general and is
seeking to incorporate certiﬁed
products into government
procurement policy. - Professor
Lu Wenming, CFCC Deputy
Secretary General.
• The huge growth in Asian
population was affecting
the regional markets. In 2012
approximately 53% of China was
urbanised with a projection of
70% by 2035. A 1% increase in
urbanisation equates to a 13 million
population increase. This will create
an enormous market for doors,
windows and furniture. – Michael
Buckley, MD Turnstone, Singapore.
Alun Watkins, who heads up PEFC
in the UK, summed up the event by
saying: “The Asian market presents
a huge range of opportunities and
challenges. However, with the help of
our national partners in Asia including
the recently endorsed CFCC, PEFC is
raising awareness of the importance
and global signiﬁcance of certiﬁed
products. It is vital that we continue
to work with local communities
as well as national governments
to ensure an inclusive and
sustainable future.”
Note: For more information and to
download the presentations, please
visit: www.pefc.co.uk.
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Welley Timber Industries
An Unusual Flooring Producer

In Penang, Malaysia sits a plywood-turned-flooring company, Welley Timber
Industries, with market-focused objectives based on innovation

Welley is a growing manufacturer of hardwood plywood with a total investment of over US$15 million.

ncorporated in 2006, Welley Timber Industries
Sdn. Bhd. in northern Peninsular Malaysia is a
growing manufacturer of hardwood plywood
with a total investment of over US$15 million.
A factory of six acres is operated by 500
well-trained, experienced employees and is equipped with
state-of-the-art semi as well as fully automatic machines.
Its team can produce annually at least 60,000m2 of high
quality hardwood plywood on top of three million m2
of flooring.

I

Welley uses some of the most sophisticated semi and
fully-automated wood-processing machinery from Japan
and Germany to ensure the quality of its products at each
step of the manufacturing. These include a fully automatic
German Howa debarker machine, a fully automatic
Japanese Meinan lathe veneer machine for cutting timber
of any thickness, and a semi automatic Taiwanese rolling
drying machine which ensures that every piece of wood
achieves a specific consistency in moisture content,
normally of 8-12%.

Commercial plywood produced by Welley.

COMMERCIAL PLYWOOD SPECIFICATION
Product Standard: BS EN 13986, BS EN 6566
Species: Malaysian Tropical Hardwood
Size: 1220mm x 2440mm
Thickness: 5.2/9/12/15/18/25mm
Glue: MR, WBP
Grade: BB/CC or BB/BB
Checking thickness as part of QC at all stages of production.
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Welley’s main product is commercial plywood. Other
products include 4mm, 6mm, 9mm, 12mm, 15mm and
18mm multi-layered marine ‘A’ plywood and waterproof
floorboards, 15mm multilayer floorboards without T&G, 8mm
film-faced plywood, 2-12mm flexi-ply, decking and ceiling
boards. All products meet BS1088, BS6566, BS1455 and
BS314 standards.
All basic plywood is produced from 100% Malaysian MTCS/
PEFC-certified logs, peeled at the Penang plant, mainly
with mixed light hardwood cores and Kembang Semangkok
(KSK) faces. The company is committed to environmental
responsibility and says “only trees that are harvested legally
are used and all these timbers are endorsed under the
Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification
(PEFC)”. For decorative faces, local Nyatoh and Merbau are
used as well as American Oak and Black Walnut.

PEFC-certified marine plywood for export.

Flexibility of Welley products.

Foundation material of plywood.
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Welley’s main flooring product is engineered flooring.
Motivation for this expansion of the company’s plywood
range was in an effort to develop engineered flooring
as a more resource-efficient product than solid flooring.
This required a new investment in different machinery
such as T&G profiler, new cutters and coating lines as well
as a new cold press – mainly manufactured in Germany.
Such a diversification into flooring required complete
re-training of staff in technical and processing issues and
the appropriate quality control disciplines. Marketing
challenges also presented the company with so many
competitors and other products on offer globally.
Its location gives the company an added advantage
because there are plenty of vast forest lands, where
unrestricted space allows trees to grow without much
competition for sunlight, water and air, thus resulting
in healthier trees as the photosynthesis process is not
interrupted. Rainforests in that region is also an abundant
resource for excellent minerals. According to CEO
Martin Beh: “It is not difficult to get natural forest logs in
Peninsular Malaysia, because it is sustainable; added to
which we are able to buy PEFC-certified logs.”
Welley makes sure its raw material is as fresh as
possible to avoid the use of chemicals in processing and
preserving it, as one approach to assure the quality of
products. To further satisfy the market’s demand, Welley
cooperates with the Forest Research Institute of Malaysia
(FRIM) to conduct intensive studies on numerous tropical
wood species in the hope of coming up with various
different products of distinct quality.

Multilayer solid wood engineered flooring.

Around 80% of plywood production is exported. Markets
are diverse with Australia as a key market, but the list
of others is long: New Zealand, USA, UK, Korea, Taiwan,
China, India, Maldives, Sri Lanka, Turkey, Singapore,
Thailand, the Middle East and Afghanistan are all in the
company’s sight.

MULTILAYER SOLID WOOD ENGINEERED
FLOORING BOARD SPECIFICATION
Composition: Tropical Medium Hardwood
Size: 15mm x 142mm x 1220mm
Materials: Kempas, Nyatoh, Merbau, Mengkulang,
Meranti, Kembang Semangkok, Penarahan,
Sepetir & Rengas
Weight: 1.50-2.50kg/pc
Damp-proof: JAS Standard, Substandard T1
Moisture Content: 6-8%

Logs sourced from Malaysia’s sustainable forests.

Air Dry Density: 550-800kg/m

3

Veneer Thickness: 2.0mm
Overall Layer: 7 Layer
Thickness Difference: ±0.15mm
Width Difference: ±1.5mm
Anti Termite: Effective
Scratch Resistance Grade: 3H
Surface Finishing: 11 Undercoat, 2 Finish Coat
Formaldehyde Emission Class: E0 (0.1mg/l)

“

It is not difficult to get natural
forest logs in Peninsular Malaysia,
because it is sustainable; added
to which we are able to buy
PEFC-certified logs.

”

- Martin Beh, CEO
Welly Timber Industries
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Markets for flooring are diverse with China and Indonesia already well
established, and Australia now a key target. In Europe, Welley is also focusing
on Denmark, the Netherlands and France. Vital to most of these markets
is Oak which is the predominant species for real hardwood flooring in all
European and American markets and rapidly expanding in Asia, especially
China. The company is increasingly buying American Oak for flooring
“because it stains well and is stable,” according to Business Development
Manager Dustin Tay.
Welley has also developed its Ion Wood product range. This has yet to
find wide, market acceptance but one that may well find a place in healthconscious markets. Ion Wood incorporates a substance that reduces positive
(+) ions in the air by introducing negative (-) ions, which are being produced
by mixing natural mineral - germanium and turmoline - in their product, which
in turn pumps the air with natural vitamins – the negative (-) ions in the air.
Welley exhibited at the Domotex Shanghai flooring show in 2014 to introduce
its Ion Wood flooring and panelling, in a courageous effort to start the long
haul towards achieving wider market acceptance. Dustin says: “We believe
in innovation and are willing to invest to bring new flooring products to the
market from Malaysia.”

“

We believe in innovation and are willing
to invest to bring new flooring products to
the market from Malaysia.

”

- Dustin Tay, Business Development Manager
Welly Timber Industries

Multilayer solid wood engineered stair boards.

Multilayer floorboards without T&G.

Ionwood flooring by Welly.
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MALAYSIA

MTC Workshop on Raw
Material Procurement
Strategies

Paul demonstrating the application and effects of the technology.

TC organised a technical seminar on “The
First Malaysian Nanotechnology-Based
Waterproofing Coating for Wood Surfaces”
on 28 August 2014. The seminar, held at
the MTC Headquarters in Kuala Lumpur,
was co-organised with Nano G Central Sdn. Bhd., a
local supplier of products and services for pre-cleaning
to post-protection of all kinds of surfaces including
wooden surfaces. It was aimed at exposing members
of the Malaysian woodworking industry to the latest
waterproofing method for wood-based products.

M

The speaker, Paul Sia of Nano G Central, in an informative
presentation highlighted that the nanotechnologybased waterproofing solution is designed to fit the
unique properties of wood surfaces. It is a combination
of active ingredients, which repels water without
changing the natural appearance of the wood. He also
gave a demonstration on the application and effects of
the technology.
Forty-six participants comprising timber-based
manufacturers, sawmillers, architects, developers,
quantity surveyors and lecturers attended the
seminar, which concluded with a Q&A session. Several
members of the audience were enlightened by the
speaker pertaining to the reliability of the product and
maintenance requirements.

Forty-six participants comprising timber-based manufacturers,
sawmillers, architects, developers, quantity surveyors and lecturers
attended the seminar.

Sixty-eight participants from 46 companies attended the workshop.

TC organised a “Workshop on Raw Material
Procurement Strategies” on 19-20 August
2014 in Carey Island, Selangor to discuss
issues and challenges faced by the timber
industry in their acquisition of raw materials.
Besides encouraging new ideas and proposals from the
industry members to further improve MTC’s raw material
sourcing programme, the workshop also considered the
possibility and viability of sourcing alternative materials
and timber species suitable for the Malaysian timber
industry including drawing up long-term procurement
strategies by MTC for such materials and species.

M

Sixty-eight participants from 46 companies attended
the workshop, which also saw five papers presented,
by the Forestry Department Peninsular Malaysia,
Forest Plantation Development Sdn Bhd, Department
of Agriculture (DOA), Myanmar Timber Merchants
Association and APP Timber.
MTC Acting CEO, Datuk Yeo Heng Hau in presiding over
deliberations during the final session of the workshop,
expressed his appreciation to the participants for
actively taking part in the workshop and for putting up
their proposals, which include establishing a Working
Committee comprising MTC, industry players and the
DOA as members to address issues faced by the timber
industry in the procurement of raw materials.

Datuk Yeo (left) presiding over deliberations during the final session of
the workshop.
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MALAYSIA

MTC’s Talk at Malaysian
Institute of Architects

The talk was attended by 136 members of PAM.
Koong moderating the Q&A session together with Fazilah (right)
and Sabariah.

embers of the timber industry in Malaysia
attended a briefing on the key essentials of the
Goods and Services Tax (GST), organised by
MTC on 13 August 2014. The briefing gave 188
industry members from timber and furniture
companies as well as related associations and agencies,
a better understanding of the new taxation scheme
and its implementation specifically for the timber and
furniture industry.

M

“We understand that there are concerns on the impending
GST model, therefore the briefing provided a good
platform to clear any doubts and paint a clearer picture on
the new scheme. As the implementation edges closer, it is
essential that business owners equip themselves with more
knowledge to be better informed on its impact and take
necessary measures to ensure that their businesses are
GST ready,” said MTC Acting CEO, Datuk Yeo Heng Hau.
The informative talk, which was presented by Fazilah Ariff,
Deputy Director of Customs, and Sabariah Md. Yusof,
Assistant Director of Customs, from the Royal Malaysian
Customs Department (RMCD), provided attendees with a
detailed guide on the Malaysian GST model, its application
and impact upon its implementation in April next year.
The briefing was followed by a Q&A session which was
moderated by Koong Lin Loong, Managing Partner,
Reanda LLKG International Chartered Accountants, and
CEO, K-Konsult Group.

TC’s Director of Timber Industry
Development, Dr. Wong Tuck Meng,
presented a talk at the Malaysian Institute of
Architects’ (PAM) “Continuing Professional
Development Seminar“ on 23 August 2014.
The seminar, held at PAM’s Headquarters in Kuala
Lumpur, was aimed at promoting the use of timber in
construction among Malaysian architects. A total of 136
members of PAM, which is the national professional
institute representing architects in Malaysia, turned up for
the talk.

M

In his presentation entitled “Using Timber in Construction
– The Truth is Out There!”, Dr. Wong stated that the
general reluctance to use timber in construction is due
to a perception that has been cultivated by a host of
misconceptions and myths that surround timber. He
added that the main reason for this development is that
timber is a biological material unlike other construction
materials such as steel and concrete. He believed that
builders are shying away from using timber because they
are not familiar with the material.
Dr. Wong also provided salient points on the proper
usage of timber. In response to a participant’s suggestion
that timber could be replaced by other materials such
as galvanised iron or steel for roof trusses due to
instances where timber trusses in some projects had
collapsed, Dr. Wong clarified that investigations had
revealed that the defects were not due to the quality of
the timber specified but rather a result of sub-standard
workmanship.
Overall, the response of the participants to the talk was
one of appreciativeness, with many of them finding the
topic enlightening, informative and useful. Several of the
participants also requested MTC to conduct talks on
construction techniques when building with timber.

The briefing gave 188 industry members a better understanding of the
new taxation scheme and its implementation.

Dr. Wong - Provided
salient points on the
proper usage of timber.

18

SPOTLIGHT

T

Vol. 20 No. 4

Timber Malaysia

he passing of Tunku Tan Sri Osman Ahmad
on 6 July 2014 marked the end of an era of
the doyens of the Malaysian timber industry,
which included the indomitable Tun Dr. Lim
Keng Yaik and Tan Sri Wong Kum Choon.

Tunku was the founding chairman of the Malaysian Timber
Council (MTC), who, along with its second chief executive
officer, Wong, and former Primary Industries Minister, the
late Dr. Lim, provided the early impetus for the promotion
and export of Malaysian timber and its rapid growth
trajectory which stood at RM20.5 billion in 2010.
Tunku was chairman from 1992 to 2010. He was a giant
in terms of his stature and presence within the industry.
He was highly respected by his peers in Malaysia and
business counterparts in the dozens of countries he
traversed promoting the local timber industry and
its interests.
His reputation always preceded him and he was known as
a disciplined go-getter. He started his career in the Johor
civil service after completing his diploma in agricultural
engineering and served the government for 13 years
before venturing into various businesses.
With stakes in oil palm, timber, property development,
food, banking, petrochemicals and consumer goods,
among others, Tunku was very businesslike. But he also
had the innate ability to inspire loyalty in the people
working for him: his assistant-cum-bodyguard served him
for 30 years, while others worked for him for at least 20
years. As for business partners, initial scepticism would
quickly morph into respect, cementing relationships that
lasted decades.

Tunku was highly respected
by his peers in Malaysia and
business counterparts in the
dozens of countries he traversed
promoting the local timber
industry and its interests.
In 1990, Dr. Lim believed that Tunku, given his
experience, would make the perfect founding chairman
for an establishment to counter the anti-tropical
timber campaign and promote exports of Malaysian
timber products.
In 1992, after a dinner and handshake with Dr. Lim, MTC
was born.
Tunku used to joke that birthing MTC was “easy” with
a “father” like Dr. Lim, but “raising the baby” was a
challenge. The initial work involved extensive travelling
all over Europe, forging alliances and convincing
counterparts of Malaysia’s progressive sustainable forest
management system.

Tunku Osman with Tun Dr. Lim at the official launch of MTC on
10 January 1992.

MTC provided strong support to the government in
global forums like the Rio Summit, the International
Tropical Timber Organization and Inter-Governmental
Panel on Forests to ensure that Malaysia’s message
of being a responsible tropical timber producer was
always highlighted.
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Tunku made it seem effortless. The
many who had interacted with
him, from high commissioners
to ambassadors, importers and
parliamentarians, were charmed
by his impeccable manners. Many
referred to him as “the humble royal”
as he always introduced himself
as “Osman”.
During his 19 years as chairman, three
regional offices were established, in
London, Shanghai (later moved to
Guangzhou) and Dubai, to safeguard
markets and promote exports of
Malaysian timber products. Through
the council’s promotional efforts,
exports to the European Union grew
from RM1.4 billion in 1992 to RM2.6
billion in 2010, proof that efforts
to counter the anti-tropical timber
campaign worked. Exports to West
Asia increased from RM384 million
in 1992 to RM1.8 billion in 2010 and
to South Asia, from RM177 million
(1992) to RM1.7 billion (2010). Based
on intelligence gathered by MTC,
the Malaysian timber and forestry
industry was eventually benchmarked
against global best practices, making
Malaysia the first tropical country
to come up with its own timber
certification scheme.

Tunku and Tun Dr. Lim officiating the launch of the inaugural Malaysian Timber
Marketing Convention 1997.

In 1998, as recognition for his efforts,
he was conferred a federal award,
“Tan Sri”. Despite this, he continued
to introduce himself as “Osman”.

At the MTC booth at InterHOLZ ‘97 held in Hannover, Germany in May 1997.

Tunku being conferred the federal award, “Tan Sri”.

During the opening of the new MTC London office in Old Queen Street in 1996.
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In that same year, MTC also received an
endowment fund from the government. This fund
had to be invested wisely to make the council
self-sustaining. Under Tunku’s able stewardship, by
end-2010, the fund had grown at an average of 7.9
per cent per annum, a commendable rate of return
given the limited instruments in which MTC was
allowed to invest.
Tunku also worked tirelessly in uniting the timber
industry members, not only within Peninsular
Malaysia (under the “Timber Industry Forum”),
but also with members from Sabah and Sarawak
(under the Malaysian Timber Association or MTA).
The MTA provided a valuable platform to discuss
industry issues common to the three main regions.

Tunku with the late Sam Wanamaker having a discussion on the reconstruction
of the Shakespear Globe Theatre in 1993. MTC donated some timber materials
for the reconstruction.

At the launch of the MTC’s coffee table book “Malaysian Wood:
Timeless Living” by former Minister of Plantation Industries and
Commodities, Datuk Seri Peter Chin Fah Kui, in conjunction with the
Council’s 15th Anniversary Dinner in 2007.

MTC staff with Tunku after the MTC Charity Dinner held in July 2010.

The management and staff of MTC knew Tunku
expected a serious commitment to work and the
best in terms of results. Outside working hours, his
easy-going nature endeared him to those working
for him.

Celebrating the official launch of MTC Global WoodMart 2010 with
former Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities,
Tan Sri Bernard Dompok.
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Tunku with present MTC Chairman, Datuk Aaron Ago Dagang, at the farewell dinner
organised by MTC in January 2011 in honour of Tunku’s immense role in MTC and
the timber industry.

Celebrating MTC’s 10th Anniversary on 10 January 2002.

Tunku’s friendship was a gift to the
many people who had worked closely
with him. He had many stories to share,
most of them extremely funny and the
source of shared laughter after serious
work discussions. His office was always
open and anyone could walk in, share
their thoughts or ask for advice.

The management and staff of MTC
knew Tunku expected a serious
commitment to work and the best in
terms of results.

In 2010, Tunku told the then
Minister of Plantation Industries and
Commodities that after serving for
19 years, the council could benefit
from new stewardship. His last day
was 30 December 2010, and it was a
tearful farewell.
Tunku’s service at MTC was executed
with a huge dose of passion,
determination and most importantly,
integrity. His favourite number
was 6. That was also the date he
left us - 6 July 2014.
After many dry weeks, it rained hard in
Johor Baru on the morning of 7 July,
when the Tunku was laid to rest. He may
be gone, but his legacy of passion and
commitment lives on.
Note: This article was written by
Suria Zainal, MTC Senior Director for
Communications and Investments,
and published in the New Straits Times
newspaper on 28 July 2014.

Tunku leaving the MTC headquarters on 30 December 2010, his last day in
office as MTC Chairman.
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AMAZING TIMBER STRUCTURES

The structure, measuring 19.7 feet in length and 9.2 feet in diameter, was built using locally found materials that would have a minimum impact on
the surrounding environment.

GIANT WOODEN “EGG”
ON WATERY EDGE
Amazing Exbury Egg Floating House in England
n Exbury, England, artist Stephen Turner
teamed up with SPUD Group and PAD Studio
to create a floating structure that will serve as
his home for a twelve-month research project.
Floating along southern England’s Beaulieu
River, the structure, known as the Exbury Egg, is shaped
like a giant wooden egg and constructed using boat
building techniques, which means there should be no
issues if the water gets a bit uneasy during a storm.

I

Stephen drew inspiration from the shore’s seabirds and
their nests. The structure, measuring 19.7 feet in length
and 9.2 feet in diameter, was built using locally found
materials that would have a minimum impact on the
surrounding environment. Boat builder, Paul Becker,
constructed the Exbury Egg using reclaimed Cedar for
the main structure and Douglas Fir for the internal frames
and support ribs, hence, continuing the age-old tradition
of timber marine construction on the Beaulieu River.

Photo credit: www.apartmenttheraphy.com.
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The idea behind the Exbury Egg project was to create a
low-impact, sustainable dwelling where Stephen could
live close to nature while observing and documenting his
surroundings for one whole year. For the egg’s temporary
home, Stephen chose a secluded riverbank on the edge
of the New Forest National Park, where marshland and
woodland meet.
Inside, the egg is light and spacious, with a wooden workstation along
one length where Stephen works and mans his webcams.
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Said Stephen: “The egg is a universal symbol of fertility,
birth, new life and creation. It is also a nod to the unique
mixture of bird life in this area. To one side of the egg
is woodland where there are lots of song birds and to
the other side is the river and salt marshes with all the
wading birds.”
Some seven months from the day that it was launched,
on 15 July 2013, the wooden exterior of the egg has been
“polished” smooth by the wind until it shines like silver.
A round window on the top and a hatch on the side are
the only clues that it might be something more than an
otherworldly sculpture dropped down in this remote
salt marsh.
Inside, the egg is light and spacious, with a wooden
workstation along one length where Stephen works and
mans his webcams. A basic wood-based kitchen with a
parafin camp stove and a tiny sink run along the other
side. A raised platform built using recycled timber at the
pointy end of the egg serves as Stephen’s bed, while
the rounded end has two built-in full-height cupboards
for dry and wet storage and a compact bathroom with
a toilet and shower. One of the cupboard doors can be
folded out to become a tabletop.

Photo credit: hiconsumption.com.

On what he hopes to achieve, Stephen explains: “My
contribution to the design concept of the structure was
its symbolic egg form that will decay and change during
my occupation; turning the egg into a calendar revealing
the impact of 365 days of changing weather and tides
upon its surface. My idea is to show that understanding
and welcoming such change should be part of our
sustainable relationship with the rest of nature.”

Photo credit: www.homedsgn.com.

At the end of Stephen’s residency, the Exbury Egg will be
part of a sculptural installation that will be showcased in
various galeries across the UK.

Besides two built-in full-height cupboards for dry and wet storage, the
rounded end also has a compact bathroom with a toilet and shower.

Stephen started
off sleeping in a
hammock before
building a raised
platform using
recycled timber at
the pointy end to
serve as his bed.
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AMAZING TIMBER STRUCTURES

Originally built in 1673 by the lord of Iwakuni Domain, Hiroyoshi Kikkawa, the bridge consisted of five wooden arches that span across the
Nishiki River.

Kintaikyo Bridge, Japan
ituated in the city of
Iwakuni, the Kintaikyo
Bridge is one of the most
famous wooden bridges
in Japan. Originally
built in 1673 by the lord of Iwakuni
Domain, Hiroyoshi Kikkawa, the
bridge consisted of five wooden
arches that span across the Nishiki
River. It was the first prototype,
the specifications of which are still
emulated today.

S

Due to floods that hit the city
the following year, the bridge
was destroyed. The bridge was
reconstructed with improvements
and stood strong over the next
276 years until it was carried away
by Typhoon Kezia in September
1950. The bridge was restored but
damaged again in 2005 by another
typhoon that had brought heavy
rainfall. The present Kintaikyo bridge
is the fourth.
Despite the bridge’s unique five-span
arch structure, which is designed
to enhance durability, the Kintaikyo
is primarily made of wood and is
vulnerable to natural disasters. As
a way of ensuring the existence of
the Kintaikyo, the city of Iwakuni has
made a commitment to rebuild the
bridge whenever the need arises.

The bridge has a surface length of
210m and a total length of 193.3m.
It is 5m wide and the piers are 6.6m
tall. The three central spans are arch
bridges, and the two end spans are
warped girder bridges. The span of
each arch bridge is 35.1m while that
of each girder-bridge is 34.8m. It
was constructed using a timberwork
technique that employs metal belts
and nails.
The unique, sophisticated
construction of the bridge arches
is said to be impeccable, even
from the perspective of modern
bridge engineering. Maintenance or
replacement of weakened wooden
parts has been performed by
successive generations of bridge
engineers in the same way it was
performed on the original bridge.
This is a traditional undertaking
which has remained largely
unchanged since the Edo period
(1603 – 1868).
Kintaikyo continues to fascinate
visitors with its exceptional beauty,
which changes according to the time
of the day and the season of the year.
In view of its historical significance,
the bridge has been designated a
national cultural asset.

Photo credit: kintaikyo.iwakuni-city.net.
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The bridge was constructed using a
timberwork technique that employs metal
belts and nails.
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Photo credit: www.archdaily.com.
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The dynamic façade of the structure creates a three-dimensional experience by incorporating a wooden boardwalk up into the building façade.

Fire Island Pines Pavilion, USA
n the aftermath of a
devastating fire at the
Pavilion Club of Fire
Island Pines resort in
November 2011, its owner
FIP Ventures commissioned New
York architects Hollwich Kushner
(HWKN) to redesign and rebuild the
legendary pavilion, which is made of
wood. The popular resort is located
just four miles off the coast of Long
Island and hosts over 800,000
visitors each summer. Construction
on the new pavilion began in June
2012 and was completed in the
Spring of 2013.
The two-storey wooden pavilion is
strategically located at the harbour,
visually the first to welcome visitors
who arrive by ferry. The dynamic
façade of the structure creates a
three-dimensional experience by
incorporating a wooden boardwalk
up into the building façade. Benches,
wide staircases and storefronts
activate the base while an entrance,
formed by a set of bleachers,
provides a viewing platform, stage,
wedding chapel and extended dance
floor. The ground floor “Welcome
Bar”, the high-tea terrace and the

Photo credit: www.archdaily.com.
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The two-storey wooden pavilion is strategically located at the harbour, visually the first to
welcome visitors who arrive by ferry.

Pavilion Club are all connected by an
internal loop of stairs.
In describing the HWKN-designed
structure, Matthew Blesso, developer
and managing partner of FIP
Ventures said: “Although the new
building has the same envelope and
mix of uses as its predecessor, the

similarities end there. The Pavilion
is in context with other Pines
architecture. It is made of wood and
is modern and casual, yet bold and
iconic. As the first thing visitors see
when getting off the ferry, we’ve
envisioned it to be the heart of the
Pines community.”
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Wooden trusses, fittings and flooring, coupled with high-end furnishings and designer en-suite
bathrooms, contribute to a warm yet luxurious ambience to the interior of a Beach Pool Villa.

Peter is in most aspects a “man-onthe-go”. The German-US-trained
mechanical engineer loves life in the
fast lane, literally speaking, having
had his first taste of success in
motorsports at a tender age of 18 in
the VW Beetle Slalom Cup in 1976.
One race followed another, and he
has since raced in a Ferrari F355, a
Porsche GT2, a Lamborghini Diablo
SVR and a Lamborghini Diablo GTR.
Such was his passion for motorsports
that in the year 2000, he founded
the Konrad Corona team with
the Formula 3 racing driver-cumsportscar designer Franz Conrad.
Outside of motorsports, Peter
attends to his business interests,
which includes (surprise, surprise!)
supplying precision parts for racing
cars and other automobiles.
So how does a man living life in the
fast lane slow down and chill out? By
having the ultimate ‘tree house’ that
serves as a hideaway and a home
when he is far away from home.

Top left and right: Yellow Balau has been utilised
for the windows, doors and door frames in all the
suites and communal areas like the living room
and formal dining areas.
Right: Belian, also known as Borneo Ironwood, is
used for the roof shingles of all the suites.
Far right: Railings connecting walkways and stairs
are made of Red Balau and Yellow Balau.
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The Beach Villas have larger gardens and a small private beach.
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And far from home, it is: perched dramatically on the
hillside among the treetops in the rainforests of Datai,
Langkawi Island in Malaysia, is Peter’s luxuriously
appointed woody hideaway, named Villa Hutan Datai.
This is where Peter unwinds, recharges and occasionally
entertains friends and family, and where langurs, squirrels
and kingfishers count as his immediate neighbours.
Flashback to 1999: Peter did not require much convincing
to acquire a 4.5-acre piece of undulating forest land in
Datai in Langkawi, one of Malaysia’s idyllic island retreats.
The property, offering breathtaking panoramic views over
the Andaman Sea, was brimming with potential. Arguably
the most perfect spot for the ultimate hideaway that he
could also call a home away from home, this was where
Villa Hutan Datai was born (“hutan” in Malay means forest
or jungle).
Drawing from the Malaysian coastal architecture
theme, Peter decided to build four individual wooden
suites comprising a master pavilion and three guest
houses, with separate communal living and dining halls
surrounding a central courtyard that features a pool.
All of the structures are raised on stilts, and connected
to each other via boardwalks and stairs. The suites
were built in sympathy to the terrain, so they ‘stand’ on
different levels, with the living and dining halls situated
at the highest elevation on the site. Railings connecting
walkways and stairs are made of Red Balau and
Yellow Balau.
All the suites sport a high ceiling with trusses made of
Yellow Balau and Red Balau. Solid hardwood Red Balau
and Merbau flooring help to up the luxury quotient.
The master suite is the biggest and most luxuriously
appointed among all. The luxury note plays on in
the master bathroom, which has solid Yellow Balau
beams supporting its ceiling. One can imagine how a
glass-walled Jacuzzi gives guests the feeling that they
are lounging amidst treetops, providing a connection
between the beautifully applied timbers within and their
‘cousins’, the trees outside.

Entrance to the master suite, which is the biggest and most luxuriously
appointed among all.

A glass-walled Jacuzzi gives guests the feeling that they are lounging amidst treetops.
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The living area of the master suite sports a high ceiling with trusses of Yellow Balau and Red Balau as well as flooring of Red Balau and Merbau.
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Custom-made Yellow Balau four-poster beds are found in all the suites.
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Yellow Balau has also been utilised
for the windows, doors and door
frames in all the suites. And what
better way to dream the sweetest
dreams on a tropical island whose
history is steeped in legends and
romance, than in the custom-made
Yellow Balau four-poster beds in all
the suites?. “Timber has perfectly
complemented the whole feel and
theme of my piece of heaven on
earth,” explained Peter.
Other furniture such as wardrobes,
show cabinets and writing tables
are made of a lighter Malaysian
species, Nyatoh.
Villa Hutan Datai is managed by
the Datai, a 6-star resort that is the
development’s immediate neighbour.
In fact, guests of the villa can also
avail themselves of the facilities and
spa at the Datai.
As per traditional Malay timber
houses, all the suites come with a
verandah. This aspect of vernacular
Malay architecture contributes to the
cooling of the house’s interior and
keeps out wind-swept rain. In fair
weather, it also enables the occupiers

Nyatoh is used for furniture such as show cabinets and writing tables.

to enjoy the outdoors and, in the
villa’s case, catch the breezes from
the turquoise-coloured Andaman sea.
Given its exposure to the elements,
durability was provided courtesy

The wardrobe in the master suite is also made of Nyatoh.

of Malaysian Red Balau and Yellow
Balau used for the verandahs and
railings. For the roof shingles, Peter
chose Belian - also known as Borneo
Ironwood - sourced from Sarawak.
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Different shades of solid Merbau and Red Balau are laid to create a dark-light-woodgrain
linear pattern for the living room floor, a clever collaboration with nature, indeed.
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The communal areas like the living
room and formal dining areas are
where he hosts private parties and
sumptuous soirées. The living room
doubles as a showcase for Peter’s
private collection of Asian artifacts.
Large picture windows made of
Yellow Balau frame the 270-degree
view of the surrounding lush
greenery and a slice of the Andaman
shoreline, providing ‘live art’ and
complementing Peter’s collection of
Buddha statues, Chinese wooden
cabinets and other ethnic craft
collectibles. Red Balau and Yellow
Balau trusses that support the ceiling
are laid out to resemble the inside
of a ship’s hull, somewhat hinting
on the marine theme which seems
rather apt, given how close the
development is to the sea. Different
shades of solid Merbau and Red
Balau are laid to create a dark-lightwoodgrain linear pattern for the living
room floor, a clever collaboration with
nature, indeed.
“Although concrete and tiles have
been used extensively for the
poolside and some other parts of
the villa, I strongly feel that timber is
the unifying language that pulls the
whole design of the development
together, lending both warmth and
romanticism to a luxurious retreat
while helping it blend perfectly with
the surrounding verdant greenery,”
said Peter.

The dining hall, like all the suites, sports a high ceiling with trusses made of Yellow Balau and
Red Balau.

Thirteen years have passed since the
property was built, but with proper
and regular maintenance, the villa
looks as good as new. Said Peter:
“There’s no compromise when it
comes to maintenance, just as it is
with sports cars. Actually, timber is
not that difficult to maintain, and its
beauty is timeless. And that’s what
I love about timber and the value
that it has added to my little piece of
heaven on earth. I absolutely love it
here,” he concluded.

Many residential and commercial structures
enhanced by the use of Malaysian timber
are featured in MTC’s book “ReThink: A New
Paradigm for Malaysian Timber”. Co-published
with MPH and available at MPH and leading
bookstores in Malaysia and Singapore, the book
showcases breathtaking projects in Malaysia,
Singapore, Mauritius and the Maldives.

The kitchen sports a more modern design.
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In 2003, Sabah Foundation voluntarily designated Imbak Canyon as a
conservation area for research, education, training and recreation.

Photo credit: bernama.com.

Photo credit: arkitrekker.com
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Tan Sri Shamsul holding up a mock cheque for RM77 million to be
handed over to Datuk Sapawi (right). Looking on is Sabah Chief
Minister, His Right Honourable, Datuk Seri Musa Aman.

Imbak Canyon Centre to Boost
Forest Research
mbak Canyon, one of several bastions of
primary forests in Sabah, received a pledge
of RM77 million from national oil and gas
company, Petronas, for the development of
a learning centre. The commitment made
by Petronas was to further fund conservation efforts by
state-owned Sabah Foundation, which manages the area.

I

This was the second injection of funds by Petronas
towards the preservation of the the natural gem in the
heart of Sabah. In 2010, Petronas had pledged RM6 million
to support preservation activities in the area. With the
latest pledge, Petronas has committed a total of RM83
million towards the conservation of Imbak Canyon.
“The partnership between Sabah Foundation and
Petronas represents both organisations’ solemn
commitment towards preserving the ecology (of
Imbak Canyon) for the benefit of present and future
generations,” said Petronas President and CEO, Tan Sri
Shamsul Azhar Abbas.
Sabah Foundation’s Director, Datuk Sapawi Ahmad
said the learning centre, known as the Imbak Canyon
Studies Centre, will be built on a 27-hectare site near the
conservation area. It will have better facilities as well as
engage locals in learning to conserve the 30,000-hectare
Class I forest reserve in Ulu Kinabatangan in a more
sustainable manner.
“It will also help to introduce the Imbak Canyon gene bank
for the purpose of safeguarding the interest of future
generations as well as exploring pharmaceutical and
biotechnology possibilities,” he said, adding that there
are around 70 species of medicinal plants found in the
area and the local communities living in the surrounding
areas are known to have strong ethno-botanical links
to Imbak Canyon, underlining it as a potential site for
biotechnological research.

Scheduled for completion in 2016, the centre is poised
to become the central hub for research and studies
on the environment and biodiversity in the area. It will
house an education complex, laboratories, research
stations, offices and other related facilities. Thus far, the
Imbak Canyon Conservation Partnership between Sabah
Foundation and Petronas has executed various activities
including environmental education, community outreach,
public awareness, research, ethno-forestry studies and
documentation, capacity building and formulation of a
management plan.
Backgrounder: Imbak Canyon
The 30,000ha conservation area is a lowland
dipterocarp forest located deep in the heart of Sabah
and is one of four conservation areas managed by
Sabah Foundation. The others are Danum Valley,
Maliau Basin and Silam Coast.
In 2003, Sabah Foundation voluntarily designated
Imbak Canyon as a conservation area for research,
education, training and recreation. In 2009, the state
government moved to gazette the area as a totally
protected forest.
It is home to several endangered species, including
the Bornean Pygmy Elephant and Proboscis
Monkey. Evidence of Sumatran rhinoceros have also
been discovered via sightings of several footprints
and wallows.
At least 200 bird species, five of which are endemic
to Borneo, have been recorded, including the blueheaded pitta, white-browed shama, black-throated
wren-babbler, Borneon blue flycatcher, Borneon
bristlehead and helmeted hornbill.
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FTSKL’s nursery is active in interacting with the public to engage in
matters of “greening” the environment.

Instilling
a Love for
Nature through
Gardening
group of like-minded women started
Free Tree Society KL (FTSKL) with a
commendable mission to give away up to
5,000 plants annually to instil a love for
nature through gardening. The society, for a
start, gave away 1,500 plants last year.

A

Baida Jane Hercus, 37, who mooted the idea of setting
up FTSKL, started planting seeds and cuttings in the
society’s nursery as soon as the society was registered
in May 2012. The nursery is located in Jalan Limau Purut,
Bangsar Park, Kuala Lumpur.
“We take seeds, grow and nurture them to the seedling
stage so that we can give away healthy little plants to
the public for free. We want to increase and improve
the suburban and city greenscape, educate the public
on the correct way to plant and care for trees while
increasing awareness of environmental conservation,”
she said.
FTSKL’s nursery is active in interacting with the public
to engage in matters of “greening” the environment.
Volunteers from the public come together with the
society in assisting them to care for the thousands
of plants growing in their nursery where they host
Volunteer Gardening Sessions twice a week on Tuesday
afternoons and Saturday mornings. Experience is not
a pre-requisite as all volunteers get hands-on training
in all aspects of propagation and planting techniques,
pruning and composting.
FTSKL also works hand-in-hand with private companies
and organisations in promoting “green” initiatives,
activities and agenda. Funds raised from the “green”
sessions go towards maintaining the main nursery,
upkeep of equipment, purchase of seed stock where
necessary and the hosting of giveaway days.

Centennial “Green”
Celebration
Pupils gaining hands-on experience on how to correctly plant tree
saplings and flowering plants.

ort Dickson Primary School celebrated its
centennial anniversary the “green” way, with
a little help from five-star resort Avillion
Port Dickson in Negeri Sembilan. The resort
employees, together with 50 pupils and
several teachers planted 100 saplings of sea almond,
hibiscus, bougainvillea, Eugenia and Malay ginger within
the school grounds recently to beautify its landscape.

P

Avillion Port Dickson’s General Manager, Michael Quay,
said that the resort has often reminded its employees
on the importance of preserving the environment and
encouraged them to promote the idea to others. He
added that this year, the resort decided to take their
“Plant-A-Tree” programme to the Port Dickson school
as pupils could be the “ambassadors” to promote
the initiative.
The resort’s programme started off in 2011 as part
of its corporate social responsibility to support the
government’s move to plant 20 million trees by 2020.
The main objective is to educate and inculcate in the
minds of the young on safeguarding and conserving the
environment for a better tomorrow.
Headmistress, Maimunah Samek, said that the pupils had
benefited from the programme as they gained hands-on
experience on how to correctly plant tree saplings and
flowering plants.

Photo credit: thestar.com.my.
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Mangrove
Exposure for Media
Representatives
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The activity was to provide members of the media fraternity a better
understanding of mangrove conservation.

total of 20 media representatives recently
participated in a two-day programme at
Petronas Chemicals Group Berhad’s (PCG)
ecoCare Environment Education Centre
(EEC) in Kertih, Terengganu where they
learned various aspects of mangrove conservation. The
activity, organised by PCG with the support of the
Malaysian Nature Society (MNS), was to provide
members of the media fraternity a better understanding
of mangrove conservation.

A

During the media familiarisation trip, the journalists were
taken on a trip along the Kertih River, while engaging
with the local community in collecting mangrove
seedlings as well as participated in mangrove replanting,
and watching birds and fireflies.
“The programme started last November and it has
been encouraging ever since, and is really driven by
the villagers. Volunteers here consist of locals who
contribute their time and effort to help preserve our
natural heritage without expecting monetary returns.
They are willing to share with us their expertise on
mangrove seeding and planting,” said Ahmad Faiz
Datuk Abdul Rahman, PCG Corporate Affairs and
Administration Head of Media Relations.
This is also part of PCG’s CSR programme, ecoCare. The
ecoCare project consists of two phases, the first being
the Kertih River Mangrove Rehabilitation Project which
reforests and rehabilitates the mangrove habitat and
coastal vegetation along the Kertih River. The second
phase involves the establishment of a resource centre to
promote awareness on environmental conservation in
the community. Its targets are schoolchildren, university
researchers as well as tourists who are keen to learn
about mangrove conservation.
The centre, which is the first of its kind in the east
coast of Peninsular Malaysia, serves as an integrated
environmental education venue that aims to promote
awareness, understanding and care for nature through
educational programmes relating to the Kertih River
ecosystem that is unique to Kertih’s coastal terrain
and biodiversity.

Professor Datuk Dr. Saran Kaur Gill (second left) officiating
the programme.

Tree Planting to
Celebrate World
Environment Day
ore than 300 employees and students of
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM Malaysia’s National University) and their
families gathered to plant some 200 tree
saplings at the Paya Indah Wetlands in
Dengkil, Selangor. The event, jointly organised by the
university’s Institute for Environment and Development
(Lestari), CANON Opto (Malaysia), Canon Marketing
Malaysia, Paya Indah Wetlands and the Selangor Forestry
Department, was held in conjunction with World
Environment Day 2014.

M

Among the species of saplings planted were Beruas
(Garcinia hombroniana), Melembu (Pterocymbium
javanicum), Bunga Tanjung (Mimusops elengi ), Mertajam
(Lepisanthes rubiginosa) and Sentul (Sandoricum
koetjape). The trees planted bore monikers which were
more familiar as local place names, thereby showing their
significance to the history and development of human
settlements in the country.
Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Professor Datuk Dr. Saran
Kaur Gill who officiated the programme also took part
in the tree-planting. She was joined by Director of
Lestari, Professor Dr. Mohd Raihan Taha, Senior Fellow
Datuk Shaharuddin Mohamad Ismail, Canon Marketing
President Wataru Nisioka and Canon Opto (Malaysia)
Managing Director Hiroshi Oshida.
Collaborations between Lestari and Canon have
been on-going for the past three years in various
environmental related programmes, such as the annual
celebrations of World Environment Day and river
cleanup activities.
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MOUNT STONG STATE
PARK, KELANTAN

Mount Ayam, the highest peak in the area at 1,504m, is an ideal spot to catch the sunrise and sunset.

ount Stong State Park,
formerly known as
Jelawang Jungle, is a
21,950-hectare forested
area surounded by
several mountain peaks and consists
of forest reserves, rivers and a
variety of caves as the backdrop.
Located in Dabong, Kelantan, it was
declared a state park in 2005 and has
been identified as one of the top
five eco-tourism destinations by the
Malaysian Ministry of Tourism. The
area is of outstanding beauty and
houses one of the highest waterfalls
in Southeast Asia, the seven-tiered
Jelawang Waterfall, which stands
about 495m above sea level.

M

The rugged landscape and dense
forest of Stong offer many exciting
adventures for nature and outdoor
lovers. Besides having significant
eco-tourism values, the state
park also serves as a significant
conservation area with its diverse
flora and fauna. The importance of
the park is its position as a corridor
that links large blocks of forests in
the east coast of Peninsular Malaysia
to the Royal Belum State Park
and the forests on the southern
side of Thailand such as the Hala
Bala Wildlife Sanctuary and the

Bang Lang National Park. It also
serves as a water catchment area
for the Kelantan River and plays
an important role in flood and
drought regulation.
Animals such as the Asian elephant,
gaur, great argus pheasant, Malayan
tiger, serow and tapir are known
to roam the forest of Stong. The
state park also harbours various
wild plants, many of which can only
be found in this part of the world
including the limestone-loving
Didymocarpus calcareous, a rare
bamboo (Holttumochloa pubescens)
and a diverse range of wild ginger
species. Rafflesia kerrii, one of the
largest flowers in the world can also
be found here. The park is also rich
with some 130 bird species.
Hiking is a key activity at Mount
Stong State Park. Several summits
can be explored, namely Mount
Ayam, Mount Stong, Mount Tera and
Mount Che Tahir. Mount Ayam, the
highest peak in the area at 1,504m,
is an ideal spot to catch the sunrise
and sunset. The trail leading up to
the summit ridge takes one hour
through a dipterocarp forest and an
undisturbed oak-laurel forest. It is
at Mount Ayam that one can view

the rare fan-palm Licuala stongensis.
The Bogo Rock Shelter, a cave-like
formation, is a suitable resting point
on the way to the summit of Mount
Stong. A campsite is available for
overnight stay.
A visit to the breathtaking 225
million-year-old limestone caves 5km
south of Dabong is also a must. The
caves house the trap-door spiders,
fruit bats, cave racer snakes and rare
plants such as the begonias (Begonia
foxworthyi), endemic species of
balsam and the one-leafed plant,
Monophyllaea hirticalyx.

Photo credit: flickr.com/yeee10-2.
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The breathtaking 225 million-year-old
limestone caves house the trap-door spiders.
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Photo credit: flickr.com/malaysiatrulyasia.
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The rugged landscape and dense forest of Stong offer many exciting adventures for nature and outdoor lovers.

GETTING THERE

FURTHER INFORMATION

By Road

For further information, please contact the local
forest office:

From Kuala Lumpur, take the North-South Expressway
heading north and exit at Kuala Kangsar. From the exit,
head towards Gerik and then proceed along the EastWest highway towards Jeli. At Jeli town, follow Route
66 leading to Dabong. Alternately, take the East Coast
Expressway from KL towards Bentong. From there, follow
Route 8 to Gua Musang, and then get on Route D29
to Dabong.

By Rail

Kelantan Forestry Department
Blok 5, Tingkat 1
Kompleks Kota Darulnaim
15503 Kota Bharu
Kelantan
Tel: +60 9 748 1957 Fax: +60 9 744 5675
Email: forestry@kelantan.gov.my

From the KL Sentral Station, the north-bound express
train to Kota Bharu will take you through several small
settlements including Dabong. From there, you will need
to cross Sungei Galas and head to Jelawang, which is
only 3km away.

By Boat
Photo credit: flickr.com/malaysiatrulyasia.

Take a boat at Kuala Krai to Dabong/Jelawang. The boat
ride takes about an hour costing RM10 per way.

WHEN TO GO
The ideal time to visit the park is March to October.
For trekkers, it is advisable for people to start early in
the morning.
The park houses one of the highest waterfalls in Southeast Asia, the
seven-tiered Jelawang Waterfall, which stands about 495m above
sea level.

