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nitiatives to enhance the 
promotion and adoption 
of glued laminated timber 
(Glulam) in Malaysia 
will be accelerated via 

the third phase of MTC’s Glulam 
Roadmap, which has identified key 
areas of focus to further develop the 
industry and encourage increased 
use of the material in construction. 

Glulam is an engineered stress-
graded product created by bonding 
individual pieces of timber. Due to 
its versatile properties, Glulam has a 
better strength-to-weight ratio than 
steel and has the ability to be shaped 
into forms ranging from straight 
beams to complex curved members. 
Glulam is extensively used in many 
developed countries as building 
components when long spans are 
desired, such as in the construction 
of sports stadiums and bridges.

MTC is stepping up initiatives to 
mount technical missions and 
organise workshops on Glulam 
for local architects, engineers 
and manufacturers. To enhance 
the visibility of Glulam, MTC is 
spearheading efforts to champion 
and sponsor projects which 
showcase the versatility, durability 
and strength of Glulam in structures 
such as pedestrian bridges             
and buildings.

MTC Roadmap to Boost Adoption 
of Glulam in Construction 
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While uncommon in Malaysia, Glulam 
has been successfully used for over 
100 years in Europe in buildings and 
other structures. As Glulam was not 
sufficiently promoted in Malaysia in 
the past, there was no demand, and 
hence no manufacturing. Thus, those 
wanting to use Glulam found it hard 
to source the material, causing them 
to turn to other alternatives. The 
Council intends to break this cycle 
by facilitating the development of a 
viable Glulam industry in Malaysia. 

A Glulam surau standard design established by MTC, Ahmad Asmadi Architecture and Public Works Department, Malaysia.

I
In this regard, MTC has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding with 
Ahmad Asmadi Architecture and 
Public Works Department Malaysia 
to establish a standard design for a 
Glulam surau. 

An initial study undertaken by MTC 
in collaboration with Universiti 
Teknologi MARA (UiTM) to establish 
a span table for Glulam made from 
locally sourced Mengkulang (Heritiera 
spp.) timber is currently underway 
(see separate article on the MTC-UiTM 
collaboration on pages 8-9).

While uncommon in Malaysia, Glulam has been successfully used for over 100 years in Europe 
in buildings and other structures. Photo credit: Erik Aasheim. 



News Malaysia vol. 20 no. 1 Timber Malaysia 3

One for the album: Datuk Amar Douglas (seated centre) with Datuk Seri Nurmala (seated third left), MTC Chairman, Datuk Aaron Ago Dagang 
(seated third right), other senior MPIC and MTC officials as well as Ahmad Asmadi (seated right) after the handing over of the “Glulam Tree”, 
which is seen in the background. Photo credit: MPIC.

TC handed over a “Glulam tree” to the 
Ministry of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities (MPIC) recently. The “tree” is 
a structure made from Glulam to showcase 
its technical properties. The handing over 

was witnessed by His Honourable Datuk Amar Douglas 
Uggah Embas, the Minister of Plantation Industries 
and Commodities, Datuk Seri Nurmala Abdul Rahim, 
Secretary General of the Ministry, and MTC Chairman 
Datuk Aaron Ago Dagang.

The Glulam tree presented to the MPIC is made from 
certified Radiata Pine from New Zealand using clear 
water-based finishing and 10mm thick lamellae. It 
has been placed on 9sqm of decking made from 
Mengkulang timber. The “tree” was originally showcased 
by MTC at its booth during the Archidex 2013 and 
Ecobuild 2013 exhibitions. The MTC booth at the latter 
won the “Outstanding Concept Booth” award.  

Said Ahmad Asmadi, CEO of Ahmad Asmadi 
Architecture and myGlam Sdn Bhd, the company 
which built the Glulam tree: “There are advantages to 
using Glulam over steel beams in construction. Glulam 
can be precisely engineered for required loads, and 
just as importantly, has aesthetic value, meaning it can 
serve both form and function. It is also better than 
steel in terms of sustainability and “green” concerns. 
Construction time is also shorter when using Glulam, 
which will benefit developers.” 

MTC Hands Over 
“Glulam Tree”    
to MPIC

The “tree” was originally showcased by MTC at Ecobuild 2013 where 
the MTC booth won the “Outstanding Concept Booth” award. 

M
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TC’s Chairman and Board of Trustees          
are appointed by His Honourable, the 
Minister of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities, Malaysia. 

The 2014 MTC Board is made up of the following:

•	 Datuk aaron ago Dagang – Chairman

•	 Datuk Seri Nurmala abdul Rahim                     
Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities

•	 Datuk Prof. Dr. abdul Rahman abdul Rahim  
Forestry Department Peninsular Malaysia

•	 Dr. Jalaluddin Harun                                        
Malaysian Timber Industry Board

•	 Datuk Low Kian Chuan                                    
Malaysian Wood Industries Association

MTC Board of Trustees 2014

M
•	 george Tan Seng Hoe                                            

The Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia

•	 Datuk Sheikh Othman Sheikh abdul Rahman 
Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ 
Association

•	 Chin Lee Yen                                                       
Malaysian Wood Moulding & Joinery Council

•	 Sunny Ter Soon Peng                                        
Malaysian Furniture Industry Council

•	 ahmad Suradi adnan                                  
Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and 
Furniture Entrepreneurs

•	 Thang Hooi Chiew – Independent

•	 Datuk abdul Karim ahmad Tarmizi - Independent

The eighth session of the 
UN General Assembly 
Open Working Group 
(OWG) on Sustainable 
Development Goals 

(SDGs) took place from 3-7 February 
2014, at UN Headquarters in 
New York. The meeting brought 
together OWG members and other 
Member States, observers and 
representatives from UN agencies, 
and Major Groups for the final 
session in the OWG’s “stocktaking” 
phase, which has been the focus of 
its first eight meetings.

The OWG-8 discussion of 
forests, biodiversity, and oceans 
and seas—all traditionally part 
of the environmental pillar of 
sustainable development—allowed 
governments to expound on their 
multi-dimensional contributions to 
development. The topics were not 
only considered as environmental 
challenges, but viewed through the 
lens of their economic, social and 
cultural contributions to both local 
and global communities. 

Some noted that this broader 
approach to addressing natural 
resources may have yielded 
new options for grouping issues 
together—from a natural resources 
cluster, to ecosystems or landscape 
approaches—although some 

supporters of each issue also 
continued to stress that forests, 
biodiversity, and oceans and seas 
each merit a “stand-alone” goal due 
to their individual contributions to 
economic, social and environmental 
well-being. 

Through the variety of presentations, 
issues and participants, observers 
noted that it has become clear that 
OWG participants recognize that 
they are not only piecing together 
a set of goals and targets; they are 
also grappling with some of the 
most inter-linked challenges facing 
the world today. 

Eighth Session of UN OWG on 
Sustainable Development Goals

T

The OWG-8 discussion of forests, biodiversity, and oceans and seas allowed governments to 
expound on their multi-dimensional contributions to development. Photo credit: IISD.CA.

The wide-ranging, multi-stakeholder 
and multi-disciplinary discussions 
in the OWG have illuminated the 
shifting landscape of sustainable 
development, and the need to re-
think traditional camps, sectors and 
the dreaded “silos.” 

“Multi-dimensional” has become a 
frequent description of the OWG 
agenda items, as governments 
and stakeholders have explored 
new approaches to address these 
intricately connected issues. 
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TC Chairman, Datuk 
Aaron Ago Dagang, 
and Acting CEO, Datuk 
Yeo Heng Hau, made 
a market visit to Dubai 

and Sharjah on 17-20 January 2014. 
The market visit was conducted 
on the sideline of an official visit to 
the UAE by His Honourable, Datuk 
Amar Douglas Uggah Embas, 
Minister of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities, Malaysia. Datuk Aaron 
and Datuk Yeo were part of the                     
ministerial delegation.

During the market visit, Datuk Aaron 
and Datuk Yeo touched base with 
several timber-based importers and 
manufacturers of wooden products 
such as kitchen cabinets, wardrobes 
and joineries. Datuk Aaron and Datuk 
Yeo also visited furniture showrooms, 
Jebel Ali Port in Dubai and Sharjah 
Port as well as held discussions with 
prominent trade contacts.

The market visit provided an 
overview of the market for timber 
and timber-based products as well 
as the use of Malaysian timbers in 
various applications such as doors, 
door frames and furniture in the UAE. 

M

Datuk Aaron (left) and Datuk Yeo (centre) visiting a timber yard in Dubai.

Datuk Aaron (right) and Datuk Yeo (centre) at the premises of a timber-based importer 
in Sharjah.

uAe
Market Visit to Dubai and Sharjah

Malaysian timber species such as 
Meranti, Kempas and Balau as well 
as panel products like plywood and 
MDF, and furniture continue to be 

well received in the UAE. As such, it 
is important for MTC and the industry 
to continue engaging with the timber 
industry sector of the UAE.    
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TC participated in the 8th edition of 
Indiawood, which was held in Bangalore, 
India on 21-25 February 2014. Indiawood 
2014 was India’s largest biennial trade event 
for woodworking machinery, tools, fittings, 

accessories, raw materials and timber products. Panel 
products such as plywood, particleboard, MDF and veneer 
were the main timber exhibits at this fair. 

Staged over an area of 18,000m² in three halls, the fair 
attracted a total of 575 exhibitors, of whom 286 were 
from India while the remaining 289 were from 24 other 
countries. Some of the exhibitors were grouped in country 
pavilions representing Canada, China, France, Germany, 
Italy, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Turkey and the USA. A 
total of 23,620 trade visitors was recorded by the close of 
the show.

Six exhibitors including MTC represented Malaysia. Three 
of the Malaysian companies participated alongside MTC. 
Samples displayed by MTC included Malaysian wood 
species, plywood, particleboard, MDF, mouldings, solid 
wooden flooring, laminated wooden flooring and decking. 
Also on display were MTC’s promotional brochures on 
Malaysian timber and timber products. Trade visitors to 
the MTC booth were particularly interested in the product 
samples. MTC received a total of 93 trade enquiries from 
62 companies throughout the five-day fair. 

Overall, the participation of MTC and the industry at the 
exhibition was successful, with the industry members, 
namely, Euraya Sdn Bhd, Desa KL Sdn Bhd and IMaskayu 
Door Export (M) Sdn Bhd who together received a total of 
79 serious enquiries, expressing satisfaction on the quality 
and number of trade visitors to the fair. 

After the fair, a two-day market survey was conducted 
by MTC in Bangalore city to establish contacts, explore 
market opportunities and obtain updates on market 
developments in the Indian wood market. MTC visited 
eight manufacturers, importers and distributors/retailers 
with operations in doors, flooring and furniture. 

M

INdIA
Indiawood 2014 & Market Visit

Overall, the participation of MTC and the industry at the exhibition 
was successful.

ome 1 April 2015, consumers will be subjected 
to a new tax when they procure certain goods 
and services in Malaysia. This new tax, known 
as the Goods and Services Tax (GST), was 
announced during the tabling of the Malaysia 

2014 Budget by Prime Minister His Right Honourable 
Datuk Seri Mohammad Najib Tun Abdul Razak on 25 
October 2013. The new GST, akin to the more common 
Value Added Tax implemented in other parts of the 
world, is to replace the existing 10% Sales Tax and 6%          
Service Tax. 

To enlighten and prepare the Malaysian timber industry 
for the coming-into-force of the new tax, MTC organized 
a briefing session entitled “GST and Related Impending 
Issues for Malaysian Timber Industry” on 22 January 
2014 at the MTC headquarters in Kuala Lumpur. Besides 
acquiring information on the GST, the participants were 
also briefed on its implications to the timber industry and 
trade when it is implemented next year.

A total of 61 participants from 36 companies and 
five timber-related organizations attended the talk, 
which was given by Tan Eng Yew, a consultant from 
Deloitte Tax Services. The briefing was well received 
by the participants who represented various levels 
of management in their respective companies and 
organizations, including accounts, purchasing, human 
resource and top management personnel. Many more 
similar events will be organized by MTC to inform          
and update the industry before the implementation date 
of the GST.  

mALAysIA
MTC Briefing on gST

C

A total of 61 participants 
from 36 companies 

and five timber-related 
organizations attended 

the talk given by Tan Eng 
Yew (right).
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TC in collaboration with Universiti Teknologi 
MARA (UiTM), successfully tested the 
country’s first 12-metre glued laminated 
timber (Glulam) beam as part of an effort 
to produce a span table on Glulam made of 

Malaysian timbers. The test was aimed at demonstrating 
the potential of using indigenous hardwood timber 
for Glulam manufacturing in Malaysia, as part of a 
bigger effort to promote efficient Glulam solutions for 
construction projects.

Span tables are developed to assists builders, architects 
and engineers to accurately design Glulam beams and 
other members such as rafters, ridges and floor beams. 
Eventually, designers and builders will be able to specify 
the correct timber members for a variety of spans to 
take on various loads, allowing them the freedom to think 
outside the box and design a variety of shapes, without 
compromising on structural or strength requirements. 
Before a span table for Glulam made of Malaysian species 
can be developed, various tests need to be conducted 
with different lengths, depths and width of the species to 
be examined.

MTC and UiTM Test Mengkulang to 
Develop First Span Table for Glulam

M

The 12-metre Glulam beam which was successfully tested.

        [The test] provided 
valuable data to determine 

the optimum location of finger 
joints for different lengths of     

Mengkulang timber.”
“

Director, Institute of 
Infrastructure Engineering 

and Sustainable Management,                              
Universiti Teknologi MARA

Professor Dr. Zakiah Ahmad, 

The test, held at the Civil Engineering Faculty of UiTM 
in January 2014, presents the results of a preliminary 
investigation on the bending strength behaviour of a 
Glulam beam manufactured from Mengkulang species 
(Heritiera spp.)  in accordance with Malaysian Standard 
MS 758 : Glued Laminated Timber-Performance 
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The Mengkulang tree is native to Southeast Asia and is 
plentiful in Malaysia. Wood from the Mengkulang tree is 
commonly used for flooring, stairs, work panels, as well 
as door and window frames. Tests on the Mengkulang 
Glulam could possibly extend its applications to load-
bearing structural uses.

Professor Dr. Zakiah Ahmad, UiTM’s Director of the 
Institute of Infrastructure Engineering and Sustainable 
Management said the test is a good indicator as “it tells us 
a lot about the ability of Mengkulang wood to withstand 
sheer stress. It also provided valuable data to determine 
the optimum location of finger joints for different lengths 
of Mengkulang timber.” Dr Zakiah was referring to the 
interlocking joints used to join pieces of wood into              
a lamela.

This initial test offers a small yet important step in 
advocating the use of Glulam in construction and in 
unlocking its potential to shape the future of Malaysia’s 
architectural landscape. 

9

•	 Fulfils both form and function, i.e., both structural 
and aesthetic purposes without the need to cover 
and/or paint the beam, column, ridge or rafter.

•	 Plenty of technical data already collected through 
its long-time use for vehicular bridges, indoor 
stadiums, sports halls, etc., in developed countries 
such as Germany, Australia, Japan, United Kingdom 
and United States of America.

The Benefits of Glulam

Professor Dr. Zakiah (third left) briefing a delegation from MTC on the 
test results.

Requirements and Minimum Production Requirements. 
The test involved subjecting a 110mm x 600mm x 12m 
beam to increasing loads in an attempt to determine the 
maximum load it could safely support. 

•	 Can be prefabricated at factory, thus saving 
construction time at site as well as labour costs.

•	 Glulam, made of timber with a high strength-
to-weight ratio, enables wide-span roofs to 
be constructed without needing supporting         
pillars, thus enabling a column-free timber usage 
for stadiums, public arenas and many other 
commercial buildings. 

Glulam, made of timber with a high strength-to-weight ratio, enables wide-span roofs to be constructed without needing supporting pillars. 
Photo credit: Sheffield Winter Gardens, UK.
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Tucked away on Dhidhoofinolhu island in the South ari 
atoll of the Maldives, the Diva Maldives Resort is yet 
another luxurious holiday destination that has used 
Malaysian timbers to good effect. at 1.8km long and 200m 
wide, Dhidhoofinolhu is one of the largest islands in the 
Maldives. Typical of many island resorts in the Maldives, 
Dhidhoofinolhu is the Diva Maldives Resort, and vice versa. 
Be prepared to be greeted by a crystal clear lagoon rich in 
marine life, and lush tropical landscape, making the island 
an ideal destination for a nature-filled getaway.   
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Complementing the natural beauty 
of the island are the all-timber and 
thatched suites and villas that were 
built either on the white sandy 
beaches of the South Ari Atoll, or 
out to sea. There are Beach Pool 
Villas, Beach Villas, Junior Suites, 
Water Villas and a Presidential Villa, 
all built using plenty of Malaysian 
timbers, and luxuriously furnished 
and appointed. Water Villas are 
accessible via boardwalks made of        
Malaysian Balau.

The west-facing Beach Pool Villas 
offer sensational views of the lagoon 
and sunset. Wooden trusses, fittings 
and flooring, coupled with high-end 
furnishings and designer en-suite 
bathrooms, contribute to a warm yet 
luxurious ambience to the interior. 
A separate terrace featuring Balau 
decking provides a cosy nook for 
reading, lounging or simply gazing 
at the lagoon. Each villa also comes 
with a private garden, featuring a 
plunge pool, whose surrounding 
decking is also of Balau. 

Wooden trusses, fittings and flooring, coupled with high-end furnishings and designer en-suite 
bathrooms, contribute to a warm yet luxurious ambience to the interior of a Beach Pool Villa.

Right: Each Beach Pool Villa comes with a 
private garden, featuring a plunge pool, whose 

surrounding decking is of Balau.

Far right: Lush, tropical plants surround all the 
Junior Suites located at the narrow strips of 

the Dhidhoofinolhu island. 
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The Beach Villas have larger gardens and a small private beach. 
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The Beach Villas, on the other hand, 
have larger gardens and a small 
private beach. The Beach Villas are 
located on both ends of the island, 
enabling guests to enjoy the sublime 
sunrise or sunset through Meranti-
framed windows from the bedroom 
or the Balau-decked terrace.

Lush, tropical plants surround all the 
Junior Suites located at the narrow 
strips of the Dhidhoofinolhu island. 
Each suite has a bedroom, en-suite 
bathroom, terrace and private 
garden. Touches of orange, combined 
with wooden trusses, flooring and 
decking give the suites a warm, cozy 
feel. Meranti timber doors adorn     
the suites.

The Water Villas sport thatched roofs 
and shiplap planks complemented 
by Malaysian Kapur louvers, installed 
either horizontally or vertically. Balau 
boardwalks lead to these villas, which 
are constructed out to the lagoon. 
Viewed from the front, two adjoining 
villas form a triangular shape. 
Meranti-framed picture windows in 
the bedroom and bathroom bring the 
lagoon indoors, enabling guests to 
enjoy the seascape even when they 
are not outside. Timber is again used 
extensively for the trusses, decking, 
floors, furniture and fittings. 
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Balau boardwalks lead to the Water Villas, which are constructed out to the lagoon.

Bottom left: Timber is used extensively for the trusses, decking, floors, furniture and 
fittings of a Water Villa. 

Bottom right: Besides the thatched roofs, the Water Villas also sport shiplap planks 
complemented by Malaysian Kapur louvers.
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A glass floor encased by Merbau flooring provides a natural aquarium 
to be enjoyed right within the lounge of the Presidential Villa.
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The Presidential Villa is the pièce de résistance of 
the Diva Maldives Resort. Like the Water Villas, it is 
constructed on stilts over the lagoon. Designed to offer 
a perspective of the lagoon and seascape dotted with 
smaller islands, Meranti picture windows provide just the 
right framing for such panoramic views. A glass floor 
encased by Merbau flooring provides a natural aquarium 
to be enjoyed right within the lounge, presenting an  
awe-inspiring real-time show of fantastic, colourful 

Coco Spa also features two thatched-roof yoga pavilions built on platforms made of 
Malaysian Balau.

marine life such as the sergeant major damselfish,  
yellow-back fusiliers and other exotic species in the 
Indian Ocean.

The Presidential Villa’s sumptuous terrace is a splendid 
combination of Balau decking and chequered granite 
slabs laid on water. The terrace features a sea-facing 
infinity plunge pool, and steps leading into the sea water, 
also decked in Balau.

Meranti picture windows provide just the right framing for panoramic views.

The Presidential Villa’s sumptuous terrace is a splendid combination 
of Balau decking and chequered granite slabs laid on water.
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The Presidential Villa is the pièce de 
résistance of the Diva Maldives Resort. 
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Besides the suites and villas, timber is 
also beautifully applied to the resort’s 
many public spaces. The resort’s spa 
features a beautiful combination of 
wooden roof trusses, flooring and 
fittings to enhance the wellness 
ambience. Thatched timber roofs 
adorn the spa’s reception area and 
the adjoining waiting pavilions set 
amidst lush tropical vegetation. Most 
of the treatment rooms feature a 
Balau-decked terrace and a private 
garden each, while only four are built 
over water, with a glass-and-wooden 
floor to allow guests to enjoy the 
natural marine life during treatments.

Top: Thatched timber roofs adorn the spa’s 
reception area and the adjoining waiting 

pavilions set amidst lush tropical vegetation.

Right: Three of the four built-over-water 
treatment rooms which feature a glass-and-

wooden floor (far right) to allow guests to 
enjoy the natural marine life during treatments.   
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The reception area sports a post-and-beam roofing system made of Malaysian 

Merbau with Kempas trusses.
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Right: The resort’s Iru Bar presents the application 
of Glulam beams for large-span column-free spaces. 

Inset: The beams appear to have emerged from the 
ground, tensioning against each other.

The Diva Maldives Resort and many more luxury 
resorts enhanced by the use of Malaysian timber 
are featured in MTC’s triple award-winning 
book “ReThink: A New Paradigm for Malaysian 
Timber”. Co-published with MPH and available 
at MPH and leading bookstores in Malaysia and 
Singapore, the book showcases breathtaking 
projects in Malaysia, Singapore, Mauritius 
and the Maldives. Please email Andrew Kong        
(andrew@mtc.com.my) or Kuraibah Zakaria 
(kuraibah@mtc.com.my) if you wish to purchase 
a copy.        

Located right next to the beach, the resort’s 
crescent-shaped West-facing Iru Bar 
presents the application of Glulam beams 
for large-span column-free spaces. The 
beams appear to have emerged from the 
ground, tensioning against each other at 
specific points to form a column-free bar 
spanning 50 metres across, with the sandy 
beach as its floor. Iru means the “sun” in 
local Dhivehi language, an apt name for 
the bar with its curved-shape architecture 
affording panoramic views towards the 
horizon for romantic sunset views. 

Nature has blessed the Diva Maldives Resort 
with a scenic advantage. Its architecture, 
of indigenous designs that accentuate 
the varied applications of timber—most 
of which are sourced from sustainable 
and legal sources in Malaysia—further 
complements the resort and natural beauty 
of the picturesque island, a nature’s haven 
that will captivate every discerning traveller, 
holiday maker or nature lover alike.
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team of researchers from Universiti Malaysia 
Terengganu (UMT) recently discovered a 
critically endangered mangrove species, 
the Bruguiera hainesii (B. hainesii) in Pulau 
Layat in the east coast state of Terengganu in 

Peninsular Malaysia. The species was earlier recorded in 
Santi, Pulai, Belungkor and Redan River in Johor state as 
well as Pahang River in Pahang state in 2009, followed by 
Pulau Kukup National Park and Tanjung Piai National Park, 
also in Johor, in 2012.

Dr. Jamilah Mohd Salim, Head of UMT’s Research 
Station in Setiu Wetlands, which includes Pulau 
Layat, said that the mangroves of Setiu Wetlands are 
known to harbour three species of Bruguiera, namely, 
B. gymnorrhiza, B. cylindrical and B. sexangula. The 
Bruguiera (Rhizophoraceae) is the largest genus in the 
group of mangrove tree families in Malaysia. Besides 
the B. gymnorrhiza, B. cylindrical, B. sexangula and B. 
hainesii, the genus also includes the B. parviflora. Trees 
of Bruguiera are commonly found in association with the 
Rhizophora species in areas away from the mangroves.

Exclusive mangrove species such as the B. hainesii 
are confined to intertidal areas and very specialised in 
adapting to extreme environmental conditions of the 
mangrove ecosystem. The B. hainesii tree found in Pulau 
Layat has a diameter of approximately 16.5 centimeters 
and 12 meters in height. An abundance of saplings and 
seedlings is found around the mother tree, which indicates 
natural regeneration. This species is easily recognised by 
the abundant lenticels on its stem, which contributes to 
its local name in Malay, Berus Mata Buaya. The species 
is currently listed as Critically Endangered under the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature        
Red List. 

Critically Endangered Bruguiera 
hainesii Discovered in Terengganu

A

In a study carried out by Dr. Wan Juliana Wan Ahmad 
from UMT’s Faculty of Science and Technology, the B. 
hainesii was noted as a restricted species in Peninsular 
Malaysia. Another researcher, J.G. Watson, who made the 
earliest record of B. hainesii in Malaysia in 1928, also noted 
the species as the rarest among the species of Malaysian 
Bruguiera. Considering the condition of the solitary tree at 
Pulau Layat and in the entire Setiu Wetlands, the research 
team concluded that ex situ conservation is the best 
option to conserve this species. 

The species is currently listed as Critically Endangered under the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature Red List. 
Photo credit: wikipedia.org. 

An abundance of saplings and seedlings is found around the 
mother tree, which indicates natural regeneration. 
Photo credit FRIM.



eNvIrONmeNt Flora & Fauna vol. 20 no. 1 Timber Malaysia 25

new snake species has been 
discovered at the Forest 
Research Institute Malaysia 
(FRIM) campus in Kepong 
in the state of Selangor. A 

copperhead racer or radiated cat snake 
(Coelognathus radiates) is the second 
species from the group racer sighted at 
FRIM. The earlier species recorded was the 
Malayan racer (Coelognathus flavolineatus), 
also known as the black copper rat snake.

The new species’ copper-coloured head 
with three streaks distinguishes the 
copperhead racer from other Malayan 
racer snakes. It is a diurnal reptile, which 
hunts actively during the day, preying on 
lizards and other small mammals. 

Found in almost all over Southeast regions 
of Asia and inhabits the lowland up to high 
elevation forests, the copperhead racer is a 
defensive snake when vaguely threatened. 
Like other snakes, it is likely to flee rather 
than fight. When fleeing or fighting options 
are futile, the snake may play dead or 
writhe, roll over and partially open its 
mouth to extend its tongue. 

The FRIM campus is a natural habitat for 
flora and fauna, and numerous surveys 
have been conducted at the site with new 
species being constantly discovered. To 
date, 74 species of reptiles are recorded at 
the campus and the list is still growing. 

New Snake Discovery 
at FRIM CampusA

The new species’ copper-coloured head with three streaks distinguishes the copperhead 
racer from other Malayan racer snakes. Photo credit: FRIM.

The FRIM campus is a natural habitat for flora and fauna. Photo credit: FRIM.
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niversiti Malaysia Kelantan’s (UMK) 
aspiration to become a campus in a 
forest garden will turn into reality with 
the planting of 12,000 Gaharu (Aquilaria) 
and 500 bamboo saplings around the 

campus grounds through the university’s “Green The              
Earth” programme.

International Trade and Industry Minister, His 
Honourable Datuk Seri Mustapha Mohamed, who is 
also UMK’s mentor, said this has been made possible 
through a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
signed between the university, Malaysian Timber 
Industry Board (MTIB) and Tesco Stores (Malaysia). 
Through the MoU, MTIB and Tesco will support and 
assist the university in obtaining the supply of saplings 
as well as provide the expertise in managing the plants.

“The collaboration between the three parties is one 
of the best examples of how institutions of higher 
learning, government agencies and private entities can 
come together to spread awareness on conserving the 
environment,” he said.

The “Green The Earth” programme kicked off with the 
first 2,000 Gaharu saplings being planted, led by the 
President of Landskap Malaysia, Tun Jeanne Abdullah. 
She lauded UMK’s ‘green’ initiative, which is in line with 
the government’s effort in preserving the country’s 
ecosystem. She gave an assurance that Landskap 
Malaysia will conduct research with UMK, with emphasis 
on forest conservation programmes in Kelantan. 

U

Former Prime Minister, Tun Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, who is 
Tun Jeanne’s husband taking part in the university’s “Green the Earth” 
programme. Photo credit: UMK.

Campus in a 
forest Garden

s part of Naim Holdings Bhd’s Corporate 
Social Responsibility Week, the company 
planted over 40 trees spanning more 
than one acre at Riveria Phase 7 in Kota 
Samarahan near the capital city of Kuching, 

Sarawak. Naim, a leading property developer in the state, 
joined hands with the Kota Samarahan District Council 
to hold the tree planting event which saw saplings of 
Bucida molineti, Andira inermis and Erythrina fusca  
being planted.

Naim’s Chief Operating Officer for property investment 
and real etate investment trust, Yong Kei Seng, said 
the event marked the first collaboration between the 
company and district council. 

“Naim has always taken into consideration the interests 
of the communities in which it operates, and takes 
responsibility for the impact of its business activities on 
the environment and stakeholders,” he added.

According to Yong, Naim has been developing 
properties in Kota Samarahan since 1999 and the 
company looks forward to organizing more tree-planting 
activities in collaboration with the district council in    
due course. 

A

“Greening” Kota 
samarahan

Over 40 trees spanning more than one acre at Riveria Phase 7 were 
planted during the event. Photo credit: The Star online.
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Penang Lions’ 
“Green” Paws

he Lions Clubs of George Town and Tanjung 
Penang have jointly launched a project 
to plant 450 Gaharu (Aquilaria) trees in 
selected forest areas throughout Penang 
Island over a period of two weeks. Lions 

Club of George Town President, Jimmy Ong, said that 
besides “greening” Penang Island, the project is also in 
line with the Lions Clubs International President’s pledge 
for the organization to plant more than two million    
trees worldwide.

“We are just doing our part. Every section and sector 
of the Lions Club in Malaysia will have to embark 
on tree-planting projects to protect and preserve 
the environment,” he said during the launch of the 
tree-planting project at the Penang Municipal Park 
on 19 January 2014. The launch was participated by 
250 volunteers consisting of members from 20 non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) as well as members 
of the public. 

Penang State Health, Welfare, Caring Society and 
Environment Committee Chairman, Phee Boon Poh, 
who was also present, said: “With the help of the NGOs, 
we are replanting these trees in the forests for the            
next generation.” 

He added that the state government will start working 
with the NGOs to chart jungle trails in the state. “After 
charting these trails on the mainland as well as the 
island, we are going to upload them onto the (state 
government) website. Those who wish to use the trails 
may use the GPS system to locate them. We will also 
be putting up proper signages, so that hikers won’t get 
lost,” he said, adding that the move will help boost and 
develop eco-tourism in Penang.  

T

The project is in line with the Lions Clubs International President’s 
pledge for the organization to plant more than two million trees 
worldwide. Photo credit: The Star online.

ore than 70 students of Sultan Idris 
Education University (UPSI) dedicated three 
hours of their time to plant 1,000 mangrove 
saplings through the university’s Mangrove 
Friends programme at the Banjar North 

Forest Reserve in Bagan Pasir, Selangor recently.

Programme Advisor, Nor Hayati Aziz said that the 
activity held under the hot sun really tested the students’ 
physical endurance. 

The programme, organized by the university’s              
Off-Campus Housing Unit, was aimed at bonding the 
participants closely with nature and educating them on 
the importance of conserving the mangrove ecosystem.

“Programmes such as this will help to increase awareness 
amongst UPSI students on conserving the environment 
for future generations. This initiative will also help to 
cultivate leadership skills, a caring nature and team spirit,” 
she added.

The Selangor State Forest Department contributed the 
saplings and provided 15 forest rangers to assist in the 
mangrove-planting event. 

The programme was 
aimed at bonding the 
participants closely with 
nature and educating 
them on the importance 
of conserving the 
mangrove ecosystem. 
Photo credit: UPSI.

A devotion 
to Nature

M
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he Kuala Woh 
Recreational Park is 
located at the foothills of 
Cameron Highlands, 12km 
from Tapah town along 

the Tapah-Cameron Highlands road. 
The park, also known as Batu Tujuh, 
lies hidden by a thick rainforest, 
giving it a nice backdrop setting and 
an ambience for visitors to enjoy 
and admire. It is the first forest park 
to be developed by the Perak State 
Forestry Department.

The main attraction of the park 
is the shallow river of the Batang 
Padang River that flows through 
the park, with a subterranean 
hot spring that heats up a small 
section of its sandy river bed. It is 
surrounded by secondary jungle 
and indigenous people settlements. 
This recreational park also provides 
exploration tracks, which offer an 
interesting journey and adventure in 
discovering kaleidoscopes of Rajah 
Brook Birdwing butterflies in its 
natural habitat. Another attraction 
is a 30-meter suspension bridge 
that crosses over the river to enable 
tourists to enjoy great views of the 
river from a vantage point.

T
This park is perhaps the most 
established recreational park in Perak, 
with availability of decent facilities, 
ample camping space with allocated 
lots and even chalets managed 
by the State Forestry Department 
for those wishing to stay longer. A 
popular spot with the locals during 
weekends, some of the possible 
activities here include picnicking, 
camping and jungle-trekking. For the 
adventurous soul, climbing Batu Putih 
Mountain with the height of 2,132 
meters on Titiwangsa range is a must. 
The mountain is the eighth highest 
mountain in Malaysia and is rich with 
diverse flora and fauna. Next to the 
mountain is the indigenous people 
settlement of the Semai tribe.

Kuala Woh Recreational Park also 
houses a museum which highlights 
images of forest produce. Visitors 
are able to access the museum via a 
suspension bridge. 

The park has a collection of fine 
tropical trees that are labelled 
including Meranti, Nyatoh, Keruing, 
and Merbau. A variety of palms 
such as Bayas, Langkap, Kabong 
and Pinang as well as a few herbs 
such as Tongkat Ali, Kacip Fatimah 
and Serapat can also be found here, 
making it an educational paradise 
for botanists, herbalists and nature  
lovers alike.

This recreational park also provides exploration tracks, which offer an interesting journey and 
adventure in discovering kaleidoscopes of Rajah Brook Birdwing butterflies (above right) in its 
natural habitat. Photo credit: cameronhighland.net.

The park, also known as Batu Tujuh, lies hidden by a thick rainforest, giving it a nice backdrop setting and an ambience for visitors to 
enjoy and admire. Photo credit: hanimsain-delimasari.blogspot.com. 

Kuala woh 
recreational Park, 
Perak
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Location

It is located about 10km from Tapah toll exit off the  
North-South Highway, easily accessible through the 
Tapah-Cameron Highlands main road.

Opening Hours

7.00 am - 6.00 pm

Fees/Permit

No entrance fee is required for day trippers.

Entrance fee is RM10 per person for the purpose 
of sightseeing, personal photo taking and other                
non-commercial activities. Adding fees are charged      
and permits are required for commercial activities such 
as filming for movies and advertising.

There are 39 camping spots measuring 10 feet by 10 feet 
each. The daily rate is RM5 per site for the public and RM2 
per site for students.

Further Information

Pejabat Hutan Daerah Perak Selatan                                                                                       
35000 Batang Padang                                                      
Tapah, Perak.

Tel: +60 5 401 1216    Fax: +60 5 401 5331 

The park also houses a museum which highlights images of forest produce. Photo credit: cameronhighland.net.

Another attraction is a 30-meter suspension bridge that crosses over the 
river. Photo credit: cameronhighland.net.

Indigenous people settlement 
of the Semai tribe. 

Photo credit: drkamy.wordpress.com 
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