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Dear Readers,

D

Dato’ Gooi Hoe Hin has been appointed
the new Chairman of MTC effective
1 January 2017. MTC welcomes the
appointment of Dato’ Gooi and looks
forward to a fruitful working relationship
with him in developing and promoting
the interest of the Malaysian timber
industry. He succeeds Dato’ Sri Wee
Jeck Seng who completed his two-year
term on 31 December 2016. MTC extends
its gratitude to Dato’ Sri Wee for his
services and wishes him every success
in his future undertakings. Please see
page 2 for an introduction on Dato’ Gooi.
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AMAGING TIMBER STRUCTURE
Library at The Dock, Melbourne,
Australia
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As 2016 comes to an end, MTC is moving
into the New Year with added confidence
boosted by its many accomplishments
in the past 12 months. The fact that
some of the results even exceeded
the KPIs set speaks for itself. Most
reflective were potential sales from
MTC’s business matching missions which
hit RM16.27 million compared to RM13
million set for this activity’s KPI. Potential
sales by industry participants in MTC
Malaysian Pavilions also exceeded the
set KPI target, at RM91.3 million and
RM60 million, respectively. MTC will
certainly not be resting on its laurels
and has identified more than 40 key
industry-related activities for 2017. While
continuing to strengthen the industry’s
foothold in its traditional markets,
MTC will be expanding to new and fast
expanding markets, one of which is

India where MTC will be opening up its
regional office to cover not just India
but also countries within the Indian
sub-continent. Also, 2017 marks the
25th year of MTC’s establishment,
the beginning of another chapter in
the Council’s endeavour to serve the
industry. For better insight into MTC’s
activities for 2017 and MTC CEO Datuk
Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik’s aspirations for
the Council in the New Year, please turn
to pages 14-15.
And in keeping with the times,
MTC will launch the e-version of
TIMBER MALAYSIA starting with the
next issue, i.e., Vol. 23 No. 2 / 2017.
Readers who wish to continue receiving
the printed copy, relevant charges will
apply. For readers who would like to
receive the e-copy of this quarterly
newsletter on a complimentary
basis, kindly provide your email
addresses and contact details to
editor_timbermalaysia@mtc.com.my
or fax them in the “Feedback Form”
on page 29 to +603 92828999.
Alternatively, readers can also view
and download the newsletter from
MTC’s website www.mtc.com.my.
Happy reading and may 2017 bring
happiness and success to all.
The Editor.

MTC’S FAIR PARTICIPATION AND EVENT CALENDAR FOR
JANUARY-MARCH 2017
Exhibitions
Bouwbeurs
(Agency under the Ministry of Plantation
Industries & Commodities, Malaysia)
MTC HQ, Malaysia
T +60 3 9281 1999
F +60 3 9282 8999
E council@mtc.com.my
MTC London, UK
T +44 207 222 8188
F +44 207 222 8884
E mtclondon@mtc.com.my
MTC Dubai, UAE
T +971 4 4279 823
F +971 4 4508 233
E mtcdubai@mtc.com.my
MTC Guangzhou, P.R. China
T +86 20 3877 3019
F +86 20 3877 3091
E
mtcchina@mtc.com.my
MTC Bangalore, India
E mtcindia@mtc.com.my

www.mtc.com.my

6-10 February, Ultrecht, The Netherlands

DelhiWood

China International Building &
Construction Trade Fair
22-25 March, Shanghai, China

CIFM / Interzum Guangzhou

1-4 March, Greater Noida, India

28-31 March, Guangzhou, China

Dubai WoodShow

Missions

7-9 March, Dubai, UAE

Ministerial Mission
February/March, India (TBA)

Malaysian International Furniture
Fair

Resource & Business Mission

8-11 March, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

February, Sabah & Sarawak (TBA)

Export Furniture Exhibition

Inbound Sourcing Mission

8-11 March, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

MADE Expo
8-11 March, Milan, Italy

CIDE / 4th China Integrated Custom
Home-Furnishing Exhibition
14-17 March, Beijing, China

8-11 March, Malaysia
(In conjunction with MIFF & EFE)

Events
IAP and M&A Roadshows
January/February, Malaysia (TBA)

Timber Talk
March, Malaysia (TBA)

For further information, please contact MTC’s Market Promotion Division or
Industry Development Division
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Strategic alliances the way
forward, furniture industry told
the industry to undertake strategic
transformation measures by working
together with related government
agencies like the Malaysian Timber
Industry Board, Malaysian Timber
Council (MTC), Malaysia External Trade
Development Corporation and SME
Corporation Malaysia.

Datuk Seri Mah addressing the dinner guests.

T

The Minister of Plantation Industries
and Commodities, His Hon. Datuk
Seri Mah Siew Keong, has called
on furniture industry players in the
country to step up their export
strategy and look for growth
opportunities outside the traditional
markets.
He said the slowdown in major
importing countries and increasing
competition from lower-cost
producers make it necessary for

Addressing the Kuala Lumpur and
Selangor Furniture Industry Association
(KLSFIA) 60th Anniversary & Merger
Gala Dinner in Selangor on 4 November
2016, Datuk Seri Mah said: “The
furniture sector continues to be an
important component of the timber
industry and today it continues to
thrive in an increasingly competitive
environment. The industry must start
to collaborate strategically and think
of more innovative ways to market
Malaysian furniture globally.”
On opportunities outside the traditional
markets, Datuk Seri Mah said the
emerging markets, particularly the
ASEAN and Asia-Pacific countries, have
high growth potential and are much
nearer to home.
In expectation of India becoming one
of the world’s largest economies, the

Minister said MTC will be opening up
a regional office there to broaden the
market for Malaysian timber products
including furniture within India and its
neighbouring countries like Pakistan,
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh.
The Minister also urged the industry
to collaborate strategically with each
other to market Malaysian furniture
globally, including producing higher
value-added furniture and targeting
niche markets and discerning
consumers.
“We need to support innovation
and continue adopting new ways of
producing furniture in order to achieve
our growth target,” he said.
The government is targeting the
furniture industry’s export earnings to
hit RM16 billion by 2020, an objective
under the National Timber Industry
Policy.
Datuk Seri Mah said the timber
industry as a whole had contributed
significantly to the country’s coffers
with export earnings in 2015 totaling
RM22.14 billion, of which RM9.14 billion
was from furniture exports.

Dato’ Gooi Hoe Hin appointed
MTC Chairman

M

Minister of Plantation Industries and
Commodities, His Hon. Datuk Seri
Mah Siew Keong, has announced the
appointment of Dato’ Gooi Hoe Hin
as Chairman of the Malaysian Timber
Council (MTC) effective 1 January 2017
to 31 December 2018.
Dato’ Gooi, 64, holds a Bachelor of
Economics (Hons) from Universiti
Malaya and served in the ministry when
it was known as the Ministry of Primary
Industries. He has held various positions
and was instrumental in developing
the timber industry, including the
formulation of the nation’s policy on
issues related to the export of timber

products, as well as addressing issues
of market access for tropical timber.
He also played a pivotal role in the
establishment of a number of agencies,
including MTC, while with the ministry.
“I believe Gooi’s experience, knowledge
and credibility will enable him to carry
out his responsibilities effectively and
strengthen the nation’s timber industry.
“At the same time, I would like to
express my appreciation and gratitude
to Dato’ Sri Wee Jeck Seng, for his
dedication and contribution to MTC
and the industry during his two-year
tenure as MTC Chairman from 1 January
2015,” Datuk Seri Mah said. wishes

Dato’ Gooi Hoe Hin.
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MTCS awarded full acceptance
by The Netherlands

F

Following a Fact-Finding Mission to Malaysia by senior Dutch
government officials and members of the Dutch Timber
Procurement Assessment Committee (TPAC), held on 23-25
November 2016, the Dutch Minister for the Environment, Her
Hon. Sharon Dijksma from the Ministry for Infrastructure and
the Environment, announced to the Netherlands Parliament on
22 December 2016 her decision to fully accept the Malaysian
Timber Certification Scheme (MTCS) under the Dutch public
procurement policy for sustainable timber. This decision
was supported by the positive findings of the Netherlands
Timber Procurement Assessment Committee that the MTCS
fully complies with the Netherlands Timber Procurement
Assessment System.

timber imported into the Dutch market. This positive news
will serve to enhance market confidence in an important
market such as The Netherlands to demand and use more
PEFC/MTCS certified timber products from Malaysia,
providing the impetus very much needed in the EU.
Additionally, it also guarantees unfettered market access
for Malaysian certified timber products to our high-value
markets in Europe,” said Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik, CEO
of MTC.

This positive news was warmly welcomed by both the
Malaysian Timber Certification Council and MTC, following
nearly nine years’ worth of consistent effort by these two
organisations in ensuring this positive outcome. It is clear
recognition of Malaysia’s commitment to implementing
sustainable tropical forestry, in itself a huge challenge for
tropical countries. In turn, it helps propel a sustainable timber
industry where the future of our forests and our timber
industry can only be assured.
“The Dutch market consumes approximately 30% of the
total export of PEFC/MTCS-certified timber products from
Malaysia. The PEFC/MTCS-certified timber products have an
approximate market share of 50% of the total certified tropical

Briefing session with the Dutch government and TPAC officials at
District Forest Office in Kuala Pilah, Negeri Sembilan.

MTA Timber Workshop

T

The Malaysian Timber Association (MTA) held a Timber
Workshop in Kuching, Sarawak on 13 December 2016. Partly
sponsored by the Malaysian Timber Council, the workshop
was organised for timber industry players and relevant
forestry and timber agency policy makers from across the
country to share knowledge and discuss challenges and
ways to integrate and work together.
A total of 150 participants attended the workshop, which
included a breakout session where participants were divided
into groups to deliberate on subject matters regarding
policy, raw materials, marketing and trade, and industry
development (downstream industry).

Group photo of
the workshop
participants.

As forestry is a state matter, each of the three regions
in Malaysia, namely, Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and
Sarawak, has its own forestry policies, laws and
regulations to ensure a sustainable supply of timber and
timber products.
This effort to bring the industry together was necessary to
boost the timber industry and pave the way for increased
promotion of timber and timber products to a broader
overseas market, taking advantage of opportunities
offered by relevant Free Trade Agreements.

news
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Belum Rainforest Blueprint
adopted at BRainS 2016
Group and a Trustee of PBF said: “The
Blueprint is the highlight and main
purpose of the entire summit. We
wanted to prevent BRainS 2016 from
being a mere ‘talk shop’ and ensure it
would be a proper meeting of minds to
ensure measurable actions will be taken
as a result. We need to be a part of the
solution.”
Titled ‘Blueprint for Local Action to
Protect and Sustainably Manage
the Belum-Temengor Rainforest’ the
document highlights four areas of vital
importance to Belum-Temengor.
Taking international experience and best
practices into account, it prescribes
measurable action points, defines results
and sets timelines. The four focus areas
of the Blueprint are as follows:
Tree-planting ceremony attended by key government officials and international speakers as
part of the official opening of BRainS 2016.

T

The inaugural “Belum Rainforest
Summit 2016: International Conference
on Conservation and Sustainable Use
of Tropical Rainforest” (BRainS 2016)
was held on 17-22 October at Pulau
Banding in Perak. It was organised
by the Pulau Banding Foundation
(PBF) together with the Perak State
Government, Malaysian Timber
Council, Forest Research Institute
Malaysia and Belum Conservation
Malaysia in collaboration with several
Malaysian and international partners.
The summit brought together 100
conservationists, scientists and policy
makers from five continents to discuss
pressing topics such as biodiversity
conservation, climate change,
payment for ecosystem services and
sustainable resource management.
The foreign participants and speakers
hailed from more than 10 countries
including Nepal, England, Canada,
Indonesia, the Philippines, Cambodia,
Vietnam, Costa Rica and Ghana.
BRainS 2016 closed with the adoption
of the ‘Belum Rainforest Blueprint’,
which was the culmination of six days
of expert dialogue that included 59
paper and five keynote presentations
by the Malaysian and international
speakers such as:
•

Prof Dr. Michael Wingfield,
President of the International Union

•

Tiger population of BelumTemengor - As apex predators, tigers
are important bio-indicators of the
health of the rainforest ecosystem.
Although there are already measures
in place to preserve BelumTemengor’s tigers, the Blueprint
outlines the steps to be taken to
increase the tiger population by 20
per cent within four years through
strengthening enforcement on
poaching, increasing the amount of
prey in the tigers’ home range and
conserving the salt licks which are
vital to their survival.

•

Sustainable management of BelumTemengor - Using the concept of
payment for ecosystem services
which has been successfully applied
in other countries, the Blueprint
recommends collaboration with the
Malaysian federal government to
produce a biodiversity fund that can
be used to preserve and maintain the
Belum-Temengor rainforest complex.
There is also a move to have more
innovative means to finance the
conservation of the Belum-Temengor
rainforest.

•

Internal stakeholder management
- This area calls for the formation
of new bodies such as a BelumTemengor Rainforest Council and a
Joint Operation Force. The former
would engage all stakeholders
on a monthly basis to come up
with the best way forward for
Belum-Temengor as stated in the

of Forest Research Organisations
(IUFRO), who talked about building
sustainable forest ecosystems;
•

Dr. Jenny Wong, Programme Director
for the Climate Change Secretariat,
UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), whose
keynote address emphasised the
crucial role played by forests in
climate change mitigation;

•

Tan Sri Dr. Salleh Mohd. Nor,
academician and Pro-Chancellor of
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, whose
paper focused on the tragedy of the
commons in resource management;

•

Prof Dr. Richard Murphy, Director
of the Centre for Environmental
Strategy, University of Surrey, whose
topic revolved around global funding
opportunities for conservation;

•

Prof Dr. Awang Noor Abdul Ghani,
a lecturer at Faculty of Forestry,
Universiti Putra Malaysia, who
talked on a sustainable financing
mechanism for natural resource
management in Malaysia; and

•

Martin Hollands, a senior advisor of
BirdLife International, who shared his
research on how changing economic
models affected forest management.

Ahmad Khalif Tan Sri Mustapha Kamal,
the Executive Director of the EMKAY

news
Integrated Master Plan for Belum-Temengor. The latter
will be responsible for monitoring all movement in
the rainforest complex. These bodies would ensure
all available resources related to Belum-Temengor
were fully and optimally utilised for more effective
governance of the rainforest as well as going a long
way in assisting the Royal Belum State Park to achieve
the status of a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
•

Importance of youth as key players in the
conservation movement - This area pushes for
more awareness amongst youths in Malaysia about
the issues faced by rainforest conservationists and
urges them to get involved in the conservation effort
through participation in conservation activities at the
community, state and national levels.

Chairman of PBF, Prof Emeritus Datuk Dr. Abdul Latif
Mohamad, said: “A lot of thought and discussion with
local and international experts went into the development
of the Blueprint. Although there are many issues of
concern, we have intentionally kept the Blueprint narrow
and distilled it down to four vital points. The actions are
clear and everyone involved knows what to do. In its first
installment, the Blueprint is naturally very much focused
on Malaysia but we hope that in years to come it will grow
into an international blueprint, inspiring other rainforest
regions.”
Source: MTC Report on BRainS 2016 and Borneo Post
Seeds, 27 October 2016.
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TANGGAM®
Design Centre
launched

Datuk Seri Mah and Dato’ Dr. Jalaluddin at the launch of TDC.

A

An initiative by the Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB),
the TANGGAM® Design Centre or TDC is a furniture design
hub with design facilities available for designers, students,
industry and end-users.
TDC, with 16 designers, is located in Kota Damansara, Selangor.
It provides design consultation as well as facilities like studios
for rent, conference and meeting rooms, a resource centre and
state-of-the-art 3D modeling and printing equipment.

Photo credit: tanggam.my

Plantation Industries and Commodities Minister, His Hon. Datuk
Seri Mah Siew Keong officiated at the launch of the centre on
5 December 2016. Present was MTIB Director-General, Dato’
Dr. Jalaluddin Harun, who was instrumental in the successful
implementation of this project.

MTC CEO, Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik, chairing Session 5 themed
“Tackling Climate Change Issues”.

TDC is a furniture design hub with design facilities.
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ITTC-52 selects new ED,
adopts ITTO reforms

From left: Gerhard Dieterle, newly appointed Executive Director of ITTO; Tabi Agyarko, ViceChair of ITTC-52; Jennifer Conje, Chair of ITTC-52; and Steven Johnson, Officer-in-Charge, ITTO
Secretariat.

T

The 52nd session of the International
Tropical Timber Council (ITTC-52)
moved to restore confidence in
the International Tropical Timber
Organization (ITTO) by adopting
decisions on the selection of an ITTO
Executive Director (ED), budget
measures, transparency, a finance
governance architecture and related
administrative rule changes to address
the funds impairment announced at
ITTC-51.

At this session, the Council also
discussed ITTO’s ongoing cooperation
with the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora; developments
regarding forests in the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change; and the
ITTO/Convention on Biological Diversity
Collaborative Initiative.
Decisions were adopted on:
•

projects, pre-projects and activities;

•

extension of the ITTO Biennial Work
Programme 2015-2016;

•

amendments to the ITTO Staff
Regulations and Rules;

•

revision of ITTO Financial Rules and
Procedures;

•

further measures regarding ITTO’s
financial impairment;

•

guidelines for addressing ITTO’s
financial shortfall;

•

standards of conduct for the ITTO
Executive Director;

•

an ad hoc working group to consider
the rotation in the framework of
the selection of the ITTO Executive
Director; and

•

the election and appointment of
Gerhard Dieterle (Germany) as the
new Executive Director.

ITTC-52 delegates arrived in Yokohama,
Japan, ready to do the necessary work
and take the tough decisions required
to restore ITTO’s health and credibility.

Special
treat for
special
kids

T

The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC)
was invited for the closing ceremony
of the PPAS-PPKI programme at
the Ayer Hitam Forest Reserve in
Puchong, Selangor, on 9 November
2016. MTC was represented by its
Deputy CEO Richard Yu at the event.
The PPAS-PPKI programme was
organised by UPM’s Faculty of
Forestry in collaboration with the
Sepang District Education Office for
schoolchildren with special needs
from the district. This awareness
programme taught the children about

the role the forest plays in safeguarding
the environment.
Programme director Dr Norzanalia
Saadun thanked MTC for its sponsorship
and how it was a good learning
opportunity for the faculty members to
understand and manage the children

during the course of the event.
Officials from the Education Office said
the PPAS-PPKI programme has given
the children confidence and boosted
their morale. Seeing the joy of the
pupils has prompted the authorities
to organise more of such events in
the future.
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Over the course of the week, delegates
examined the many impacts of the
financial impairment and worked to
adopt a new set of financial governance
instruments and new staff rules to
ensure it never happens again, in order
to enable ITTO to “set sail” again.
They also made the difficult political
compromises needed to select a new
ED so that the ITTO ship once again has
a captain.
The storms that ITTC-52 had to face and
some critical decisions taken have the
potential to help ITTO re-establish trust
and confidence in its ability to steer the
right course towards a future horizon
of international trade in sustainablymanaged tropical timber.
Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin 		
(ENB), Vol. 24 No. 87,
15 November 2016.

Photo credit: Department of Environment, Malaysia

Their looks of grim determination were
testament to the loss of US$18.2 million
in failed investments disclosed at the
end of 2015 and the failure to appoint,
for two consecutive years, a new ED.

Tan Sri Adenan (right) presenting the prizes to winners of the Langkawi Award as Datuk Sri Wan
Junaidi (second from right) and other dignitaries look on.

Celebrating World
Environment Day

K

Kuching was again given the honour to host the national-level celebrations for
National Environment Day, seven years after the state capital of Sarawak last
hosted the event. Chief Minister, His Right Hon. (the late) Tan Sri Adenan Satem,
who once served as the federal Minister of Natural Resources and Environment
launched the event at the Kuching Waterfront on 22 October 2016.
The National Environment Day was celebrated simultaneously throughout Malaysia.
This year’s theme was ‘The Environment is the Responsibility of Everyone’.
Previously known as National Environment Week, it is now known as National
Environment Day following the idea by the current federal Minister of Natural
Resources and Environment, His Hon. Datuk Sri Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar to
dedicate one day for this celebration.
As part of the celebration, the Chief Minister handed over the Langkawi Award to
Institute of Islamic Understanding (Ikim) Director-General, Prof. Azizan Baharuddin
(individual category), and the Shah Alam City Council (organisation category). The
award, introduced since 1991, is aimed at recognising individuals and organisations
for significant contributions to the environment.

Richard (wearing tie) with
the students, organisers and
sponsors of the event.

The special feature for this year’s celebrations was choral speaking by three awardwinning choral speaking teams. The teams, from SMK St Mary Kuching, SK Bukit
Beruang Melaka and SMK Convent Bukit Nenas, Kuala Lumpur, gave entertaining
presentations to inculcate love for the environment.

Editor: We are saddened by the passing of Tan Sri Adenan Satem
on 11 January 2017. During his tenure as the Chief Minister of
Sarawak, Tan Sri Adenan took on a tough stance against illegal
logging activities as well as introduced several measures to
strengthen sustainable forest management in the state. We
applaud him for his noble deeds. May he rest in peace.
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British royal’s nod to Sarawak
for environment protection

H

Her Royal Highness Princess Anne has commended the
Sarawak state leadership for its commitment in protecting
the environment. Sarawak has set a very good example, she
said at a welcoming dinner in conjunction with the Emerging
Leaders Dialogue Asia 2016 held in the state capital, Kuching,
from 31 October to 1 November.
The British Princess Royal added that the dialogue, attended
by 83 delegates from 20 countries, would help spread news
of the very good practices of Sarawak. The dialogue was
aimed at educating and globally connecting the leaders, as
well as encouraging leadership for sustainable development.
She also expressed her appreciation to the state government
for giving recognition and support to the dialogue, which
would benefit emerging leaders from the Commonwealth
and other countries.
In his speech earlier, Sarawak Chief Minister, His Right Hon.
(the late) Tan Sri Adenan Satem said his leadership will
continue to make protecting the state’s environment one of

Photo credit: Bernama

Princess Anne meeting up with some of the delegates.

its top priorities. He added that Sarawak admires Britain for its
strong stance on protecting its environment with its laws and
regulations, as well as enforcement.

More research on tropical
peatland needed

S

Sarawak Chief Minister, His Right Hon.
(the late) Tan Sri Adenan Satem, has
called on local soil scientists to take
on the challenge in unlocking the soil
secrets of tropical peat in the state.
He said the challenge facing the state
today was that tropical peatland, as
compared to other soils, was still quite
understudied.
As a result, there had been numerous
slanders including those by nongovernmental organisations against the
state, which had created confusion to
the understanding and appreciation of
tropical peatland, said Tan Sri Adenan
in his speech read by Second Minister
of Resource Planning and Environment,
His Hon. Datuk Amar Awang Tengah Ali
Hasan at the launch of the Tropical Peat
Research Complex in Kota Samarahan
on 7 November 2016.
“Many of these allegations were based
on studies equating tropical peat with
temperate peat, which is less complex
that tropical peat. Given that global
warming and rising sea levels were all
real, development on peat soil and, in
particular the palm oil industry, must

be developed in a sustainable manner,”
he said at the launch of the complex by
Head of State, His Excellency Tun Abdul
Taib Mahmud. The complex, completed
in October 2015, can accommodate 50
scientists and 150 supporting staff.
Tan Sri Adenan said it was also for this
reason that the environmentally and
socially responsible state government
had established the Tropical Peat
Research Laboratory (TPRL) in 2008
with the objective of developing
scientific, technical knowledge and clear
understanding of palm oil cultivation
on tropical peat. The state’s peat land
is extensive in the coastal lowlands,
covering approximately 1.6 million ha or
13% of the total land area in Sarawak.
“TPRL over the years has achieved
a great deal in our endeavours to
understand the science of tropical
peat, to make breakthroughs in peat
research, translate these scientific
breakthroughs into applied agricultural
best practices, and to disseminate them
to the scientific community, industry
and the general public. TPRL’s biggest
asset today is not so much the complex

Photo credit: TPRL
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Tun Abdul Taib Mahmud (centre) and other
dignitaries being taken on a guided tour of the
research complex by TPRL Director Dr. Lulie
Melling (left).

it has now but the hard sciences and
the empirical evidence, which cannot
be refuted on any scientific level around
the world,” he added.
The Chief Minister noted that its
researchers provided grounds to the
state government’s policy to develop
part of its peatland, supported by
agriculture best practices that are
sound and sustainable.
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Opening Sarawak’s forest to
international researchers
scientists from SFC and Singapore
Botanical Gardens.

Photo credit: Sarawak Forestry Corporation

Wong also revealed that one of
the newly discovered plants, from
the Begonia species, was named
Begonia jamilahanuiana after the
Chief Minister’s wife, Puan Sri Jamilah
Anu. The Begonia jamilahanuiana,
discovered in the Batang Ai National
Park and Lanjak Entimau Wildlife
Sanctuary, was among the nine
new species of Begonia discovered.
The other new species that were
also discovered were an orchid,
Marantacae, and a new species
of ginger.

At the launch of Rimba Rumblings (L-R): Tan Sri Alfred Jabu, Wong, Puan Sri Jamilah and the
late Tan Sri Adenan.

S

Sarawak welcomes experts from
international institutions to study its
forest and share the uniqueness of its
flora and fauna as part of conservation
efforts. Chief Minister, His Right Hon.
(the late) Tan Sri Adenan Satem said
there must be joint-research with
well-known international institutions,
such as the Smithsonian Institute of
USA, Singapore Botanical Gardens and
Wildlife Conservation Society, so that
Sarawak can share what it has with the
rest of the world.

but for its natural beauty. We want to
appreciate the multiplicity of the beauty
of the forest, like a naturalist would see
it,” said the Chief Minister.
Earlier, CEO of Sarawak Forestry
Corporation (SFC), Wong Ting Chung
disclosed that 12 new plant species
have been discovered at the Research
for Intensified Management of Bio-Rich
Areas of Sarawak (Rimba Sarawak)
sites. He said the discoveries were made
by a joint-survey team comprising

Wong also called for the International
Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) Red List of Threatened
Species to be reviewed in regard to
the species found in Sarawak. He
said based on the findings of Rimba
Sarawak, 35 per cent of species listed
as threatened globally in the IUCN
Red List should not be considered as
threatened in Sarawak. Elaborating,
he said that one species, Shorea
cuspidata, was listed extinct but
could still be found in parts of Lundu,
Sematan and Baram.
Rimba Rumblings was organised by
SFC. Also present during the launch
were Puan Sri Jamilah, Assistant
Minister for Environment, His Hon.
Datu Len Talif Salleh, and SFC Advisor
Tan Sri Alfred Jabu Numpang.

He also said the state government has
increased the number of national parks
in the state in order to preserve the
forest, environment and wildlife. For
this purpose, one tenth of Sarawak’s
land mass will be totally protected to
maintain the state’s pristine beauty.
“We want the people of Sarawak to
look at the forest not for monetary gain

Photo credit: Sarawak Forestry Corporation

Officiating the launch of Rimba
Rumblings in Kuching on 3 November
2016, Tan Sri Adenan said: “Our forest
is open to the international experts to
find out what it is that we have, and
this is an open policy. If you find a new
species in a short time, then there may
be more to be found,” he said, adding
that tropical forests, such as the ones
stretching from the Amazon Basin,
Congo Basin and to South-East Asia,
are a rich source of biodiversity.

Tan Sri Adenan (left) launches a scientific publication on the conservation status of
Dipterocarpaceae while Wong looks on.
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Paris climate change agreement
enters into force
Photo credit: nbcnews.com

beyond which climate change is likely to
become catastrophic and irreversible.

UN’s climate chief, Patricia Espinosa.

T

The Paris Agreement on climate change
entered into force on 4 November 2016,
thirty days after the date on which
at least 55 Parties to the Convention
accounting in total for at least an
estimated 55% of the total global
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
have deposited their instruments of
ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession with the Depositary.
This marks the first time that
governments have agreed on legally
binding limits to global temperature
rises. The passage of the accord – the
fruit of more than two decades of often
tortuous international negotiations on
combating climate change – was hailed
by nations and observers around the
world.
Under the agreement, all governments
that have ratified the accord, which
includes the US, China, India and the
EU, now carry an obligation to hold
global warming to no more than 2C
above pre-industrial levels. That is what
scientists regard as the limit of safety,

Governments will next meet in Morocco
under the auspices of the United
Nations to discuss how to put the
Paris accord into force, and meet
its aims. Patricia Espinosa, the UN’s
climate chief, and Salaheddine Mezouar,
Foreign Minister of Morocco, said in
a joint statement: “Humanity will look
back on 4 November 2016 as the day
that countries of the world shut the
door on inevitable climate disaster and
set off with determination towards a
sustainable future.
“The Paris agreement is undoubtedly a
turning point in the history of common
human endeavour, capturing the
combined political, economic and social
will of governments, cities, regions and
businesses and investors to overcome
the existential threat of unchecked
climate change.”
Lord Turner, former head of the UK
government’s statutory advisory
committee on climate change, said:
“The fact that this crucial UN agreement
is coming into force within a year
of signing is a hugely important
achievement, and the good news is that
agreement to the Paris deal is being
matched by real progress in many
countries.”
The Paris Agreement was adopted on
12 December 2015 at the 21st session
of the Conference of the Parties to the

Climate finance
to protect global
forests approaches
US$1 billion a year

Under the agreement, all
governments that have
ratified the accord now
carry an obligation to hold
global warming to no more
than 2C above pre-industrial
levels.

United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) held
in Paris from 30 November to 13
December 2015. In accordance with
its article 20, the Agreement shall be
open for signature at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York from 22
April 2016 until 21 April 2017 by States
and regional economic integration
organisations that are Parties to the
UNFCCC.
Source: UNFCCC, The Guardian,
4 November 2016.
Note: Malaysia is a party to the Paris
Agreement, having signed and ratified it
on 22 April 2016 and 16 November 2016,
respectively. Malaysia pledged to reduce
its GHG emissions intensity of GDP by 45%
by 2030 relative to the emissions intensity
of GDP in 2005. This consists of 35% on
an unconditional basis and a further 10% is
condition upon receipt of climate finance,
technology transfer and capacity building
from developed countries.

G

Governments and companies around
the world committed a record US$888
million in new funding in 2015 to
bolster the planet’s first line of defense
against climate change – forests and
other carbon-absorbing landscapes
– according to findings published in a
new report by Forest Trends’ Ecosystem
Marketplace, View from the Understory:
State of Forest Carbon Finance 2016.
This funding will remove the equivalent
of 87.9 million tonnes of C02 emissions
(Mt C02e) from the atmosphere. The
new findings come a week before
the historic Paris Agreement enters
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Heads of state and
government, and
ministers attending
COP 22.

Marrakech climate talks
end on positive note

T

The UN Climate Change Conference
convened from 7-18 November 2016,
in Marrakech, Morocco. It included
the 22nd session of the Conference
of the Parties (COP 22) to the UN
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), the 12th session of
the Conference of the Parties serving as
the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto
Protocol (CMP 12), and, with the entry
into force of the Paris Agreement, the
first session of the Conference of the
Parties serving as the Meeting of the
Parties to the Paris Agreement (CMA 1).
Three subsidiary bodies (SBs) also met,
the 45th sessions of the Subsidiary
Body for Scientific and Technological
Advice (SBSTA 45) and Subsidiary
Body for Implementation (SBI 45), and
the second part of the first session of
the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Paris
Agreement (APA 1-2).
The UN Climate Change Conference
brought together over 22,500
participants, including nearly
15,800 government officials, 5,400
representatives of UN bodies
and agencies, intergovernmental

into force just 11 months after it was
adopted, ahead of even the most
optimistic schedules.
The timing is especially appropriate
since the landmark document endorses
forest protection as a critical tool to
mitigate climate change. It sends a
strong political message in favour
of financing activities that keep
greenhouse gases locked in forests and
other natural “carbon sinks,” particularly
through a UN policy known as REDD+
(Reducing Emissions from Deforestation
and forest Degradation), as well
as other efforts like tree-planting,

organisations and civil society
organisations, and 1,200 members of
the media.

•

provide guidance to the Green
Climate Fund (GCF) and the Global
Environment Facility (GEF); and

Negotiations in Marrakech focused
on matters relating to the entry into
force and the implementation of the
Paris Agreement, including under
the COP, CMP, CMA, APA, SBI and
SBSTA. Throughout the meeting,
informal consultations convened under
the COP on entry into force of the
Paris Agreement and under the COP
Presidency on the convening of CMA 1.

•

initiate a process to identify the
information to be provided in
accordance with Paris Agreement
Article 9.5 (biennial finance
communications by developed
countries).

•

provide guidance on the completion
of the work programme under the
Paris Agreement;

•

advance the preparations for
the entry into force of the Paris
Agreement and CMA;

COP 22 delegates returned to the city
where 15 years ago they adopted the
Marrakech Accords, the rulebook for
the Kyoto Protocol, with a similar task
at hand. Marrakech again became the
site of technical negotiations aimed
at operationalising a treaty that the
world hopes can combat global climate
change amid ever-more alarming and
certain evidence of its extent and
effects. And, as before, US domestic
politics created uncertainty on the
ability of a treaty still in its infancy to
achieve these necessary goals.

•

enhance climate technology
development and transfer through
the Technology Mechanism;

Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin
(ENB), Vol. 12 No. 689,
21 November 2016.

•

address long-term finance;

Parties adopted 35 decisions, 25 under
the COP, eight under the CMP and two
under the CMA, that, inter alia:

sustainable agriculture and agroforestry,
and improved forest management.
Across all years, Ecosystem Marketplace
has tracked a collective US$6.0 billion
in climate finance, much of it on
the voluntary market, committed to
these forest protection activities by
governments, multilateral institutions,
companies, and individuals since it
began publishing its report series
in 2009.
Drawing from the report’s findings, a
panel of experts on REDD+, carbon
markets, international climate
negotiations, and the emerging field

of private sector impact investing
exchanged perspectives on where
funding for forest protection stands
at the moment the Paris Agreement
enters into force – and where it is
heading at the COP22 climate talks
held in Marrakesh, Morocco from 7-18
November 2016, and beyond.
The panel also considered what
policies and other enabling conditions
must fall into place in order to attract
large-scale private sector investment
in forests protection and sustainable
land use.
Source: Ecosystem Marketplace.
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More certified forests in Sabah

Datuk Seri Panglima Musa (centre), Datuk Sam (sixth from left) and other signatories after the MoU signing.

T

The 8th edition of the International
Conference on Heart of Borneo (HoB)
held in Sabah, Malaysia from 8-9
November 2016, once again gathered
world renown experts to discuss crucial
issues pertaining to the implementation
of Sabah’s Heart of Borneo Strategic
Plan of Action.
Entitled “Enabling and Empowering
Conservation through Science-Policy
Interface, Conservation Finance
and Community Engagement”, HoB
delivered several good news. One
of them being 900,000 hectares of
Sabah’s forests have been certified
either under the Malaysian Timber
Certification Scheme (MTCS) or Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC).
Sabah Chief Minister, His Right Hon.
Datuk Seri Panglima Musa Aman, who
officiated the event, informed that more
areas are expected to be certified under
the FSC by 2017, thus increasing the
total area of certified forests in Sabah
to 1,018,698.96 hectares, the largest in
Malaysia.
Apart from promoting good forest
management and governance, the
State’s forests must be restored in terms
of its productive and functional capacity.
Datuk Seri Panglima Musa further
informed that the next crucial agenda

would be for Sabah to restore an
additional 500,000 hectares, including
the establishment of high-yielding
forest plantations in order to realise the
projected timber production capacity
of the forests in the next 10 years. “This
is one of the means to support the
protection and management of our
planted forests,” he added.
Datuk Seri Panglima Musa also
witnessed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) signing
ceremony between the Sabah Forestry
Department (SFC), Universiti Malaysia
Sabah (UMS) and KTS Plantation Sdn
Bhd (KTSP) to establish cooperation
in research, training and academic
partnerships on sustainable forest
management for three years.
The tripartite collaboration initiative
which represents the industry, education
and regulatory bodies aims to tap into
the synergistic effect that promotes
good forest governance through
the application of knowledge-based
management guided by sound scientific
research and proven operational
practices.
It will also give specific focus on the
development of forestry graduates to
become competent forest management
personnel who will thereafter benefit the

forestry sector as a whole in pushing the
agenda for good forest governance in
Sabah.
During the event, Carnigie Airborne
Observatory leader, Prof Dr Gregory
Asner disclosed the discovery of the
world’s tallest rainforest trees located in
Danum Valley, 33 of them in total. The
species, which is yet to be determined,
might be of Yellow Seraya or Manggaris
species and stand tall at 94.1 metres.
There might also be possible findings
of hundreds of other trees in the area
that are at least 80-90 metres in height.
The tallest tropical tree is comparable
to trees in the famed Redwood forest in
California, which is home to the world’s
tallest tree standing between 110m and
115m.
Sabah Forestry Department Director,
Datuk Sam Mannan, said research teams
would have to quantify the trees and
identify their species and exact location.
“We will also have to look at the
conditions of the soil and root system
to determine whether it will be suitable
to allow visitors there. We don’t want to
see the trees disturbed. If we feel it is
safe to allow the public into the area, we
can cut a track and build a station there.
Our personnel will have to be in the area
on a full-time basis,” he added.
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Incentives for SMEs

H

Highlighting the facilities and services that the government has to offer is one of
the roles that the Malaysian Timber Council takes seriously. That is why the Council
organises seminars and talks from time to time to enlighten Malaysian timberbased manufacturers.
MTC’s talk on “Cross-Cutting Issues: Post-Budget 2017 – Incentives for SMEs
and Bumiputra SMEs in the Timber and Furniture Industry” was well-received by
the over 40 participants comprising industry partners and representatives from
government agencies, among others.
The first speaker, Ghazali Hamzah, Senior Manager, Business Advisory and Support
Division of SME Corporation Malaysia, said there are close to 160 programmes
organised by the government and government agencies for small- and mediumsized entrepreneurs. Ghazali’s talk entitled “SME Corp Malaysia Assistance
Programmes” highlighted the many facilities offered which include financial
assistance in the form of grants worth RM400,000 and business-related advise.

Ghazali Hamzah.

Nazuki Abdullah, the Senior Deputy Director, Food Technology and Sustainable
Resources Division of the Malaysian Investment Development Authority (MIDA)
spoke on the “Incentives for SMEs and Bumiputra SMEs in the Timber and
Furniture Industry”. He said one of MIDA’s primary roles involved attracting
investments into Malaysia and for the country overseas. Issuing licenses, duty
exemptions and the incentives available were some of the topics that Nazuki
touched on.
Nazuki Abdullah.

Paving the way for new timber
designers

A

A special students’ category in MTC’s Wood Awards saw
the Council’s staff visiting 13 universities to speak on the
competition.
The Students’ Challenge category aims to promote and
encourage a wider use of Malaysian timbers in the built form
and to develop a designing-with-wood culture among aspiring
architectural students. The Students’ Challenge is open to
Part 1 students from architectural programmes accredited by
the Board of Architects Malaysia.
MTC organised workshops at the universities to highlight
about the competition and the criteria. Apart from the

Ar Azman speaking to the students of UCSI.

briefing by MTC on the Wood Awards, two guests speakers –
Ar Azman Md Nor and Ar Ahmad Asmadi – spoke on the new
frontiers in timber construction.
Azman, who is the Principal at Arkitek Azman Zainal, and
Ahmad, who is the Principal of Ahmad Asmadi Architecture,
gave insightful presentations which was befitting of their
reputation as experienced architects.

The students and their lecturers from IUKL at the workshop.

The workshops were conducted at the following institutes of
higher learning: Taylor’s University, Subang Jaya; Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia, Bangi; UCSI University, Cheras; Universiti
Teknologi Mara, Skudia; Lim Kok Wing, Cyberjaya; Universiti
Sains Malaysia, Penang; International Islamic University
Malaysia, Gomak; Infrastructure University Kuala Lumpur,
Kajang; University Malaya, Kuala Lumpur; Universiti Teknologi
Mara, Sri Iskandar; Universiti Putra Malaysia, Serdang; Universiti
Teknologi Mara (UiTM) Puncak Alam; and Universiti Tunku
Abdul Rahman, Kajang.
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MTC turns Silver, heads for Gold

M

MTC CEO Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim
Nik rolls out the Malaysian Timber
Council’s programmes and activities
for 2017 and speaks about his
aspirations as the Council turns
25 this year
2017 marks an important milestone for the Malaysian Timber
Council (MTC) as it turns 25 this year. Many interesting
programmes have been lined up to mark this Silver Jubilee of
the Council. Besides market-related promotional activities, other
events include an MTC Marketing Seminar, Malaysian Wood
Awards Prize-Giving Ceremony and launch of the first MTCsponsored glulam bridge in Putrajaya.
In retrospec, Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim said: “We are very proud
of our accomplishments, having overcome steep hurdles whilst
battling the anti tropical timber campaigns particularly in Europe
in the early 1990s to where we are today.
“I’m happy to state that for 2016 alone, MTC has done very well
in meeting its set KPIs, and even well exceeding some. In the area
of market promotion, for example, potential sales from business
matching missions organised by MTC hit RM16.27 million,
compared to RM13 million set in the KPI under this activity.
Also, potential sales achieved by our industry participants in
MTC Malaysian Pavilions at international fairs hit RM91.3 million,
exceeding our set KPI target of RM60 million.”
For 2017, he added that the Council’s activities will also centre
on more market-driven projects as well as giving thanks to the
Council’s major stakeholders including the Ministry of Plantation
Industries and Commodities (MPIC), industry partners and
employees, as the success of the Council was ultimately driven by
the leadership, aspirations and commitment of these parties.
MTC has started the celebration by introducing its 25th
anniversary-themed tagline – Engage, Connect, Grow – and
its anniversary logo in all its collaterals as well as its corporate
messaging, which reflects the Council’s 25 years of growth and
collaboration with the timber industry.
On top of the Council’s agenda for next year is realising its
marketing-centric programmes, a task entrusted by MPIC to the
Council to play the lead role in the promotion of Malaysian timber
and timber products to overseas markets.

“

We will continue to press on as
our role as the nation’s marketing
arm is made to last due to our
willingness to change and evolve.
- Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik

”

MTC will be opening its new regional office in Bangalore, India,
in the first quarter of 2017 to capture the growing demand for
Malaysian timber products in the country and region. This will
be its fourth regional office to be set up, after London, Dubai
and Guangzhou.

“As the nation’s marketing arm for Malaysian timber products, we
are constantly looking for new markets, and India’s purchasing
power is on the rise. Ranked as one of the top three most
attractive investment destinations in the world, India is also one
of the fastest growing economies in the globe,” said Datuk Dr.
Abdul Rahim.
“We want to leverage on the vast untapped opportunities in
India. Besides, India is an important market for Malaysia as it is
the third largest trading partner after Japan and the US. In 2015,
the value of major timber and timber products exported to India
was RM1.9 billion, an increase of 6.4% compared with 2014,”
he added.

MTC’s Resource and Business Missions in 2017 will include destinations
in Europe, Canada and Australia.

MTC is pleased to pave the way for Malaysian timber-based
companies to expand their trade in India. Known initially as a
tough market to penetrate because of its high import duties,
the Free Trade Agreement has made it more competitive for
Malaysian products to enter the Indian market. The expanding
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Indian middle class is also presenting new opportunities for
Malaysian product manufacturers including furniture exporters.
Market research visits will also be conducted by members
of MTC’s Market Advisory Committee to seek out business
opportunities. These include two market research visits to focus
on the India market and Meranti timber products.
The Council, which maintains a steady presence at trade fairs,
is expected to be taking part in more exhibitions this year. MTC
will be enhancing its booth design to make the stands more
presentable to attract more visitors.
“This shows that we are serious in attracting buyers to our stands,
especially the MTC Malaysian Pavillions, where we participate
together with our industry members,” he explained.
“There is a lot of work ahead, especially with 2017 being our 25th
year of establishment and in striving to further the development
of the industry. Already identified are 40 key industry-related
activities for 2017 including organising of five MTC Malaysian
Timber Pavilions and three Malaysian Furniture Pavilions,
participation in 20 international exhibitions, six Business Matching
Missions, two Technology Acquisition Missions and four Resource
and Business Missions,” he said.
The Malaysian Timber Pavilions will be at DelhiWood (India),
AIA Expo (USA), TurkeyBuild (Turkey), Sylvawood (China) and
PHILCONSTRUCT (The Phillippines) while the Malaysian Furniture
Pavilions will be at the Malaysian International Furniture Fair and
Export Furniture Exhibition (both in Malaysia) as well as Furniture
China (China).
Of the 20 international exhibitions where MTC will be setting up
promotional booths, three will be in Malaysia, one in USA, three
in the Middle East, five in Europe, two in India, four in China
and one in Japan. Besides which, MTC will also be organising
joint missions with the Malaysia External Trade Development
Corporation to the UAE, Doha, Qatar, Kazakhstan and the UK.
At home, MTC will roll out more investor-ready business plans
which are designed to attract more investments for Malaysian
timber manufacturers.
“Our mechanization and automation study, promotions on the
use of glulam and the raw material augmentation programme are
some of the projects that are expected to benefit our small- and
medium-sized entrepreneurs.”
Although the automation programme, which changes factory
operations from a labour- to capital-intensive one, is deemed
expensive, Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim said it provides for lean
management and is cost-effective in the long-term.
Besides which, MTC will continue with its efforts to promote the
use of local timbers in the manufacture of engineered products
such as CLTs and glulam.

Five Malaysian Timber Pavilions and three Malaysian Furniture Pavilions
with be organised by MTC in 2017.

Of the 20 international exhibitions where MTC
will be setting up promotional booths, three
will be in Malaysia, one in USA, three in the
Middle East, five in Europe, two in India, four
in China and one in Japan.

World Cup in Qatar where there will be a demand for timber for
the construction of the stadium, among others.
“Malaysian timber manufacturers are held in high regard overseas
because they offer premium products and deliver promptly. Our
timbers are also certified which makes it easier to export as we
have been practicing sustainable forest management for over a
century,” he said.
Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim, who took office as MTC’s seventh CEO
in November 2015, is confident that the Council will grow from
strength to strength as it has good business policies in place.
“We will continue to press on as our role as the nation’s marketing
arm is made to last due to our willingness to change and evolve.
There is no single factor that makes a business successful but
we focus on the factors that help keep our industry partners
and employees stay with us for the long haul,” said Datuk Dr.
Abdul Rahim.

“The use of engineered timbers is the way forward as we
reduce our dependency on solid hardwoods. I believe more
experimentation and research will eventually result in Malaysia
utilising products such as CLTs and glulam in a more practical
and affordable setting,” said Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim.
He added that investing in engineered timber products and the
innovations that come with them will not put Malaysian timber
manufacturers out to pasture though it may seem as a pricey
venture at this point.
Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim believes that MTC’s agility and boldness
will help the local manufacturers overcome the crunch of a slow
economy as the Council keeps a close watch on developments
overseas. The Council’s foresight stretches to as far as the 2022

Ligna in Hannover, Germany and Mokkiten Japan will be on MTC’s 2017
Technology Acquisition Mission itineraries.
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MALAYSIA

Timber
Talk

T

The Malaysian Timber Council organised
its final talk for its Timber Talk series last
year with a presentation from Ar Eleena
Jamil, the Principal of Eleena Jamil
Architect, on 16 December.
Eleena, who is a graduate of the Welsh
School of Architecture in UK, was
shortlisted in the “Small Projects” and
“Furniture Infrastructure Projects”
categories, respectively, for the World
Architecture Festival 2015 in Singapore.
A renowned architect, Eleena shared her
experience of working with timber in her
talk entitled “Timber’s Timeless Appeal”.
Eleena showed some of her recent
works as well as prominent projects
which involved the use of timber as a
building material and the traditional
method of joinery or “tanggam”.

Ar Eleena Jamil sharing her experience including her childhood memories at her talk entitled
‘Timber’s Timeless Appeal’.

She gave brief explanations on her
projects such as the Rompin Hostel,
Kemensah Home, Sepang House and the
more recent endeavour, Shadow Garden,
which was a tie-up between the architect,
art gallery, Shalini Ganendra Fine Art and
Taylor’s University School of Architecture
and Design.

About 75 participants comprising
architects, lecturers, consultants,
quantity surveyors, students, industry
members and representatives from
government agencies attended the
talk.

UK

Timber Expo

T

Timber Expo, which is part of the UK
Construction Week, is one of the largest
UK shows on construction products and
services. Held at the National Exhibition
Centre in Birmingham, Britain, the
fair from 18 to 22 October 2016, gave
exhibitors the opportunity to showcase
the latest products and innovations from
the timber sector.
Spread across 70,000 square metres
of floor space, the exhibition attracted
over 30,000 visitors to see what 650
exhibitors had to offer.
Due to the unsteady economic climate
in the UK, Timber Expo did not meet
the general expectations unlike in
previous years. However, the fair did give
visitors the opportunity to participate in
seminars, demonstrations and discussions
that enabled them to get an insight into
the latest in timber applications.

Talks were coordinated by TRADA at the ‘Timber Focus Theatre’ as part of the show.
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CHILE & BRAZIL

Resource and Business Mission

T

The Malaysian Timber Council organised a Resource and Business
Mission to Chile and Brazil from 26 November to 6 December
2016 as part of the Council’s Raw Material Augmenting Supply
programme which helps local timber-based manufacturers have
a steady source of supply.
The mission was the first-of-its-kind to South America. The
delegation, comprising seven timber-based companies, was led
by MTC Deputy CEO Richard Yu. Members of the mission visited
timber plantation hubs in Concepcion and Los Angeles in the Bio
Bio Region, Chile, as well as Curitiba in the State of Parana, Brazil.
The delegation sourced for tropical timber products as well
as plantation timber products for downstream processing in
Peninsular Malaysia. They also sought new business opportunities
in Chile and Brazil.

The Malaysian manufacturers during a factory visit.

THE PHILIPPINES

Market
Research Visit

T

The Malaysian Timber Council and its Task Force on Asean
undertook a Market Research Visit to Manila, The Philippines,
from 23 to 28 October 2016. Among the objectives of the visit
were to explore opportunities in promoting Malaysian timber
products, collate information on designated markets and
products as well as study possible business ventures.

The Task Force members headed by Ahmad Suradi (second from
right) speaking to industry partners from The Philippines.

The delegation, comprising the Chairman of the Task Force
Ahmad Suradi Adnan and members Gerry Lim Chin Chai and
Low Ching Cheong, held meetings with five associations, visited
three construction companies, one timber factory and three
showrooms.

TURKEY

Intermob

T

The 19th International Furniture Side Industry, Accessories,
Forestry Products and Wood Technology Fair (Intermob) was
held from 22 to 26 October 2016 at the Tuyap Fair Convention
and Congress Center in Istanbul, Turkey.
The trade fair attracted exhibitors from China, Italy, Austria,
South Korea, Germany, Britain, Belgium, Greece, Denmark, Spain,
United States, France, Slovenia and Switzerland. The exhibitors
showcased a comprehensive range of products, services and
technological innovations that will help the construction sector
in Turkey.
The recently enforced free trade agreement between Turkey and
Malaysia is expected to boost business opportunities between
the two countries as the demand for timber products is on
the rise.

The MTC booth at Intermob.
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THAILAND & CAMBODIA

Market Research Visit

T

The Malaysian Panel Products Manufacturers
Association undertook a Market Research
Visit to Thailand and Cambodia from 14-19
November 2016 with the Malaysian Timber
Council.
The delegates comprised members of the
Task Force on Panel Products who wanted to
identify potential markets for products such as
plywood, MDF, particleboard and OSB.
The delegation of seven members was led
by Datuk Chua Hock Gee. Datuk Wira Sheikh
Othman, Cheong Hok An, Peter Fitch, Lai Yin
Tjun, Tan Chong Yin and Adeline Goh as well as
Chua visited timber associations and factories
in both countries.

The delegation in search of new markets in Thailand and Combodia.

KUWAIT

The Big 5

T

The Big 5 Kuwait - International Showcase of Building &
Construction Products was held from 25 to 27 September 2016
in Kuwait. The fair received poor response this year due to the
economic slowdown in Kuwait.
Exhibitors from China, Turkey, Portugal and some Middle
Eastern countries showcased products to cater for the
infrastructure and construction sectors in Kuwait.

Kuwait’s economic downturn affected the number of visitors to the
trade fair.

Among the visitors at MTC’s booth were building contractors,
consultants and importers of timber-based products.

CHINA

Fenestration China

T

The 14th edition of Fenestration China was held in Beijing at the
New China International Exhibition Centre from 9 to 12 November
2016. Fenestration China occupied seven halls which came with
a total floor space of 100,000 square metres that enabled 580
exhibitors, including 181 foreign exhibitors, to showcase their
products.
On display were windows and doors made from wood and
aluminum, processing machinery, hardware fittings, sealants,
profiles, architectural glasses, screen windows and thermal
insulation materials, among others.
Wooden window exhibitors were housed in Hall W3 where the
MTC booth was located. Members of the Council’s Task Force
on China Lamscant Subgroup, who were present at the fair,
promoted lamscants for the wooden window market. Besides
participating in the fair, the members of the Lamscant Subgroup
also conducted Market Research on the market for lamscants
and wooden windows in China.

Trade visitors at the MTC booth at Fenestration China 2016.
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JAPAN

Market Research Visit

T

The decline in exports to Japan had prompted the Malaysian
Timber Council’s Task Force on Furniture to conduct a Market
Research Visit to Tokyo and Fukuoka from 7 to 14 November
2016 to ascertain why Malaysia’s furniture exports to Japan has
not recovered since 2013.
Malaysian furniture exports to Japan fell by 25% between
2011 and 2013. To date, it has not fully recovered from the 2011
peak where the total export value was RM893 million of which
RM775.10 million came from wooden furniture.
However, in 2015, there was a 10.6% increase where the total
export value stood at RM758 million of which RM650 million was
from wooden furniture.
The Task Force met with various industry players to better
understand the furniture market’s needs and trends to remedy
the situation and expand the market share in Japan.

Malaysian Furniture Council President Chua Chun Chai (fourth from
left) handing over a souvenir on behalf of the Task Force to their
Japanese counterparts.

JAPAN

Japan Home Show
equipment, seismic equipment, heat insulating materials,
garden materials and furniture.
Four other events were also held concurrently with the
Japan Home Show. They were the Japantex 2016, Shop
Design 2016, Clean Expo 2016 and Kitchen & Bathroom
Tokyo 2016.
There were about 18,500 visitors to the Japan Home
Show where MTC Guangzhou participated for the first
time. No other Malaysian company took part in the fair.
Most of the fair visitors at MTC’s booth were local timber
traders, home builders as well as timber products and
building material manufacturers.
Besides participating in the show, MTC also visited
relevant timber companies and trade associations
including the Japan Lumber Importers’ Association
(JLIA).
MTC Guangzhou participated in the fair for the first time.

T

The 38th Japan Home Show was held at the Tokyo
International Exhibition Centre in Japan from 26 to 28
October 2016. The exhibition was organised by the Japan
Management Association and co-organised by the Japan
Construction Material & Housing Equipment Industries
Federation, Japan Federation of Housing Organisation as
well as the Japan Institute of Architects.
The Japan Home Show was held during the Architecture +
Interior Week in Tokyo. It is the largest trade show for home
building materials and equipment in the country. Among
the exhibits showcased were building materials, household

At the office of JLIA Executive Director, Kiyotaka Okada (right).

AMAZING TIMBER STRUCTURE
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Library at The Dock,
Melbourne, Australia

The use of wood for the library’s structure significantly reduces the building’s carbon footprint.

L

Library at The Dock combines the
traditional roles of a library with those
of a contemporary community centre.
The new community resource also
incorporates a café, recording studio, and
meeting and recreation spaces for an
interactive learning environment.
The end-user client, the City of Melbourne,
had a 1000m² rectangular site and wanted
3000m² of floor space. The site was a
major design constraint. The Library
has to rest on a 75-year-old wharf, a
structure that would not support the
weight of a concrete and steel building
without additional piling. Using massive
timber reduced the building weight by
approximately 30%, over concrete and
steel alternatives.

Essentially a glulam post-and-beam
structure, The Library at The Dock also
incorporates CLT wall panels and CLT
composite floor panels. The facade
consists of a recycled ironbark and
tallowwood timber rain screen that
complements the promenade decking.
The decking is made from reclaimed
timber from the Victoria Harbour south
wharf.
The three-storey building is 55.3 metres
long and 18.1 metres wide and used
approximately 1,000 tonnes of European
Spruce CLT. The glulam beams and CLT
panels were imported from Europe, CNC
machined to specification and ready to
assemble.

The interior of the Library at the Dock has
an ambience that is both reminiscent of,
and quite different to, a traditional library.
A visually striking interior feature is a
nine-tonne staircase that runs through the
building and showcases CLT engineering
and its architectural applications. A large
portion of the stair is expressed to create
a strong visual signature of this unique
construction material. The stair was
constructed next to the building in two
pieces and craned into place in less than
an hour.
Acoustic performance, which is an
important factor in timber floor design,
was addressed by incorporating other
material claddings and fibre cement
sheets. Combined with transitional air
cavities, the performance of the CLT
composite floor rivals that of much
heavier structural systems. The system
was rigorously laboratory-tested prior to
delivery to ensure required performance
for both airborne and footfall sound
insulation would be achieved.
The Library has achieved a six-star
green star rating under the public
buildings rating tool from the Green
Building Council of Australia. Sustainable
features include passive ventilation,
the use of natural light, low volatile
organic compounds and formaldehyde
materials, rain water harvesting and roofmounted 85kw PV panels that will supply
some 30% of the building’s electricity
requirements.
Design architect Kerry Clare explained
that unlike building in conventional
materials where changes can be made
during the construction process, the
Library at The Dock had to have the
design finalised before machining of the
panels could commence. The structure
was erected in 60 days by a crew of
six carpenters. It was completed in
May 2014.

Photo credit: portplaces.com

Photo credit: melbourne.vic.gov.all

The building is constructed primarily from
Cross Laminated Timber (CLT), glulam
and recycled hardwood. The use of wood
for the library’s structure significantly
reduces the building’s carbon footprint.

Approximately 50% of the dry weight of
wood is carbon, stored for the life of the
material. Additionally, wood has lower
embodied energy than alternative building
materials.

Timber Malaysia

A nine-tonne staircase runs through the building, showcasing CLT
engineering and its architectural applications.

CLT wall panels and CLT composite floor panels are used in the interior.
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Ar Azman Zainal Md
Nor’s timber house called
Anjung Kelana.

Raw, earthy abode
Ar Azman Zainal Md Nor shows both his steely resolve and
gentle side while building his timber house which he fondly
calls ‘Anjung Kelana’

A

Ar Azman Zainal Md Nor comes across as a carefree man, with
a mind of his own and someone who does as he pleases. He is
not interested in dwelling into mundane stuff like what wood
was used to build his magnificent timber house in Port Dickson,
Negeri Sembilan, but prefers talking about metaphysics.
However, behind this easy-going persona lies the spirit of a
focused and driven man who is quietly pursuing and realising
his dreams. How else could he have built such a striking abode

with limited funds, limited skilled labour and less than perfect
machineries.
“When it comes to this house, you either like it or you don’t,”
said Azman, referring to his timber house which he calls “Anjung
Kelana”.
“I did everything my way and I wasn’t going to compromise with
anyone on anything,” he added.

22
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The curved wall which
shows timber’s strength
and its ability to be bent.

The house was a project that was
conceptualised more than 10 years ago
but for six years nothing materialised.
“I initially wanted to build a house in
stone but I was not making any progress
at the design stage and it was stuck at
this point for six years. It was as though
the land was telling me that this wasn’t
the material to be used. When I switched
my thoughts into building a timber house,
I completed the design in six months,”
said the architect.
“I am a kind of person who ‘listens’ to
the land. I do the same when I design for
my clients. I look into the elements, the
surrounding, the owner’s personality and
his or her vibratory number to know what
would suit them the most,” said Azman.

“For example, from your vibratory
number I can determine which building
material is best for you. For an earth
person, using stones would be good.
They would feel energised in their home
which is what people need. Natural
materials are good for absorbing the
electrostatic energy that we discharge.
“The core of my design is the human
element, having to create an ability to
connect the heart with everything we do.
These days, when people wish you “good
morning” there’s no heart in the greeting,
they make you a cup of coffee, there’s no
heart in it. This quality is missing in people
and I am trying to evoke this through my
timber house.
“This is one of the reasons why I stopped
working for developers as they are rather

mechanical and sterile,” he added.
Azman said everything about his timber
house which is built primarily of Merbau,
has a certain rawness and relaxed feel to it.
“It is about the materiality of timber. Apart
from the slight treatment for the wood, I
have not gone into polishing it so that you
can feel, look and smell the material in its
natural form as much as possible.
“The curved wall at the back of the house
shows the strength of the wood, its
character and its ability to be bent. You
know, it is just like men…what do they do
when they want to show their strength,
they flex their muscles, right?”
Azman said he did not have much cash
when he was about to build this house. He
spent about RM100,000 buying the various

for the love of wood
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The floors and walls are a mix of several
timber species. (Inset) Some of the
carvings found in traditional homes.

timber as well as the reclaimed ones but
had little reserves to start construction.
“Lorry drivers were eyeing the timber I
had placed on this barren land. I thought
to myself I better start doing something
before anything untoward happens.
Somehow, I managed to scrape a little
here and there.
“You see, this is the power of the mind,
where there’s a will, God will surely show
you a way. I managed to get a young man
from Kedah to help me build this house.
I trained him a little, I also had to relearn
some things about timber and together
we put up this house.”
The architect, who will be 55 next June,
said he has successfully imparted the skills
of building a timber house to three men,

All the rooms come with huge windows for cross ventilation.
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who he believes will some day pass on the skill to others. This, he
said, is his little contribution to reviving a dying art form.
Much of the hand-crafted material was done by Azman’s
carpenters who were designing based on memory of what they
had seen in their villages.
“You see, this is also a problem, as very few are experimenting
with new designs which was why I created a new motif (fiddle
ferns) for all my doors.”
The doors are made of reclaimed timber which Azman said is not
too expensive. Chengal, Kempas, African Mahogany and Acacia
make up this architect’s house as well. Putting conventional
approaches aside, Azman has mixed and matched his timber and
even used timber with sapwood in them for his floors.

Vol. 23 No. 1
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“Why not… I have treated the sapwood a little. Why throw away
the timber. I want to use it for as long as I can,” he said. This is the
perfect proof of the architect’s “I-do-as-I-please” mindset.
Apart from the curved wall structure, another interesting feature
of the house is the “balcony”. Looking more like rooms, Azman
said that they are actually his balconies.
“In most houses, the balcony is seldom used but here I have
changed that concept. I have made them bigger, given them
huge windows for cross-ventilation. The balcony also provides
privacy for anyone who uses the place.”
Birds fly through these balconies to get to the other side of the
house much to the delight of the owner who said the presence of
these little creatures show that the energy in the house is good.
“This is the thing about using natural materials, designing a home
which exudes the right kind of energy and not correcting the
imperfections which indirectly tells the occupants to chill. Imagine
being in a regal household with all its imposing furniture. The
energy there would to some extend be rather high strung.”
The architect has also kept things simple right down to the short
rubber hose that he has attached to his bathroom sink pipes
which used to be a common feature in kampong houses in the
good old days.
One of the things that Azman is championing at the moment is
the use of traditional joinery methods.

The minimalist approach further enhances the wood use.
Ar Azman Zainal Md
Nor’s timber house called
Anjung Kelana.

The house has a contemporary yet traditional feel to it.

“I don’t like the steel and bolt joineries. They look rather brutal.
I am working with an engineer to see how far and what kind
of load the traditional mortise and tenon joints, among others,
can take,” said the architect, who added that his biggest

All the main doors in the house come with a fiddle fern design.
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challenge in building the house was in keeping the structure
three-storeys high.
Don’t expect any frills in Azman’s timber house. There is none.
It is a place for those who appreciate nature and its produce in
its raw form as well as the occasional imperfections that come
with it.
Azman said he has lost his appetite for the material world and
wants to build prefabricated timber chalets for his staff so that
they can venture into home-stay like businesses on his land
which is within walking distance to the beach.
“I have 9,000 square feet in front and 9,000 square feet at the
back of the house. I would like to do something for my young
employees so that they have something to look forward to,” said
Azman, who is connecting with people from the heart with the
strength and warmth timbers are known for.

Many residential and commercial structures
enhanced by the use of Malaysian timber
are featured in MTC’s book “ReThink: A New
Paradigm for Malaysian Timber”. Co-published
with MPH and available at MPH and leading
bookstores in Malaysia and Singapore, the book
showcases breathtaking projects in Malaysia,
Singapore, Mauritius and the Maldives.
Mohd. Azmi Sarman (azmi@mtc.com.my) if

There’s extensive timber use
in the washroom as well.

“

The core of my design is the
human element, having to
create an ability to connect
the heart with everything
we do. These days, when
people wish you “good
morning” there’s no heart
in the greeting, they make
you a cup of coffee, there’s
no heart in it. This quality is
missing in people and I am

”

trying to evoke this through
my timber house.
Ar. Azman Zainal Md Nor

The cool and collected
Ar Azman Zainal Md Nor.
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Sumatran
Rhinos may still
exist in Sabah’s
forests

A

A footprint, believed to be from a Sumatran rhino, was
spotted in Sabah’s untouched Danum Valley, proving that
the animal may still exist in Malaysian jungles and giving local
scientists and conservationists a glimmer of hope.
It was found by a survey team at the internationally
renowned rainforest research centre between August 16 and
29 this year.
“We believe that it is a rhino footprint. So far, the rhino has
not been seen or captured on camera in the area of survey,”
said WWF Sabah Terrestrial Conservation Programme
Manager Sharon Koh Pei Hui during a briefing on her
team’s findings.
Her team was among 10 who carried out the survey
in Danum Valley as part of Yayasan Sabah’s efforts to
strengthen strategic conservation efforts in the 438km2 of
untouched rainforest.

Photo credit: borneorhinoalliancedotorg

Danum Valley, where the footprint was found.

Tam, a Sumatran rhino at the Borneo Rhino
Sanctuary, remains in good condition and is
estimated to be around 30 years old.

Koh, who did not identify the exact area where the footprint
was spotted, said they needed to go back with various
experts from the Borneo Rhino Alliance, Sabah Wildlife
Department and Sabah Forestry Department to thoroughly
check the area.
Asked if the footprint could be that of an elephant or its calf,
Sharon said this was unlikely as there was no evidence of
elephant dung or damage in the forest where the elephants
might have passed through.
Only three rhinoceros in captivity are known to exist in Sabah
with none having been spotted in the wild since 2011. The last
one to be spotted in Peninsular Malaysia was in 2007.
Local conservationists are still holding on to the slim hope that
the rhinos might be out there in untouched forests like Danum
Valley or the Tabin Conservation Area in Lahad Datu.
Source: thestar.com.my, 7 December 2016
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Participants of MyCEB’s “Let’s Meet and Green” programme at FRIM.

Participants planting the saplings at FRIM.

Let’s Meet & Green programme

T

The Malaysia Convention & Exhibition Bureau (MyCEB) and
Malaysian Association of Rehabilitation Physicians (MARP)
jointly held a tree-planting event at the Forest Research
Institute Malaysia (FRIM) recently as part of MyCEB’s “Let’s
Meet & Green” programme.
In addition to tree-planting, a canopy walk and a talk to
inculcate understanding of Malaysia’s diverse range of natural
habitats that flourish throughout FRIM’s grounds were also
part of the programme’s highlights.

event partners that will result in a greener Malaysia, and a better
tomorrow,” said Datuk Zulkefli Sharif, CEO of MyCEB.
“We are very appreciative of MyCEB’s “Let’s Meet and Green”
programme as it is in line with our aims of preserving and
conserving Malaysia’s natural environment and promoting social
good. It is only natural for us in the spirit of the MARP-MyCEB
family to continue our commitment in investing time in planting
trees to build a greener Malaysia,” said Prof. Datuk Dr. Zaliha
Omar, President of MARP.

Photo credit: thestar.com.my

“We aim to continue to preserve the landscape and build an
environmental legacy for the communities with the help of our

A

Primary pupils
plant 500
mangrove
saplings
Zawawi Yusop (wearing cap) and Yusof Abdul Rashi
(right) join the pupils in planting the saplings.

About 100 pupils from SK Tanjung Tokong, SJK (T) Azad and
SJK (C) Hun Bin planted mangrove saplings at Sungai Acheh
near Nibong Tebal, Penang recently. The activity was part
of property developer, Eastern & Oriental Berhad’s (E&O)
long-term ‘Think Green’ community greening programme.

E&O Group Hospitality and Lifestyle Director, Michael Saxon,
was excited that Think Green had encouraged greening the
environment as an extracurricular activity for these schools. “We
believe the schoolchildren will continue to nurture a sense of
eco-consciousness for the environment,” he said.

Prior to the planting session, senior lecturer Prof. Dr. Chee Su
Yin from Universiti Sains Malaysia’s (USM) Centre for Marine
and Coastal Studies (CEMACS) gave the students a briefing
on the importance of caring for the environment.

Present at the event launch were Penang Forestry Department
Deputy Director (Development) Yusof Abdul Rashid, E&O
Property (Penang) Sdn Bhd General Manager Zawawi
Yusop and representatives from E&O’s programme partner
organisations Penang Inshore Fishermen Welfare Association
and Consumers’ Association of Penang.

Five hundred saplings of the Rhizophora apiculata (bakau
minyak) and Rhizophora mucronata (bakau kurap) species
were planted by the primary school pupils during the
tree-planting session.
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Conquering Mount
Nuang, Selangor’s
highest peak
One of three hiking routes to the peak of Mount Nuang.

M

Mount Nuang, known as Selangor’s highest peak, stands tall at a
height of 4,898ft with its peak at the border of the Pahang and
Selangor states. Mount Nuang is part of the Titiwangsa Mountains
or the Main Range that is often described as the backbone of
Peninsular Malaysia.

There are three hiking routes to the peak and all of them were
built by the Department of Wildlife and National Parks, Malaysia.
Two of them start in Selangor; one at Kuala Pangsoon in Hulu
Langat and another at Kampung Kemensah in Gombak. The third
path originates from Bukit Tinggi in Bentong, Pahang.
On the well-marked and favourite Kuala Pangsoon route, the
climb can be divided into four parts. First is the two-hour
5.8km ascent along the steep terrain from the rangers station

Photo credit: afifplcdotblogspotdotmy

Eventhough Mount Nuang is only the 86th highest mountain in
Malaysia, the hike up to the peak is still considered gruelling and
strenuous by avid mountaineers and adventure seekers. This
makes Mount Nuang a popular training ground for hikers.

Site for overnight camping at Camp Lolo.
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to ‘Camp Lolo’, which is at the foothills of Nuang. The trek is long and enduring to some and involves a rivercrossing. Some hikers would opt to camp at Camp Lolo overnight before continuing their journey the next
morning. However, there are no facilities available other than the jungle, a smooth-flowing stream and a few
sandy plots where visitors can pitch their tents.
The second part is the famous ‘evil red earth’ route to ‘Camp Pacat’ which invloves a 1.2km trek. ‘Pacat’ means
leech in Malay and depending on the season, one is very likely to come across them. In comparison to the
earlier path, the second part of the hike is more difficult. If it rains, the soil will become slippery, making it harder
to ascend or descend. Visitors may also opt to camp here.
Next is the 1.2km route heading to ‘Pengasih Peak’ or ‘False Peak’, as it is more famously known. The route
up to ‘False Peak’ is even steeper and, in certain places, visitors will have to scale the trail by pulling on roots
and branches. At the top of Nuang Peak, visitors are offered a stunning view of the forests and their pristine
surroundings.

Location
92km from Kuala Lumpur International Airport via Jalan Cheras Hulu Langat-Pangsoon and 28km from Kuala
Lumpur.

Further Information
Pejabat Hutan Daerah Selangor Tengah
KM11 (Batu 7), Jalan Cheras,
43200 Cheras, Selangor.
Tel: 603-9075 2885
Fax: 603-9075 6022
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