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Editorial
Dear Readers,
Starting with this issue, TIMBER MALAYSIA will be presented in
a product-based theme. Incorporating a fresh design, this issue
focuses on happenings in the Malaysian furniture sector, which will
again see the hosting of two major international fairs – the Export
Furniture Exhibition and Malaysian International Furniture Fair.
Both exhibitions will be held concurrently, from 8-11 March 2017, in
Kuala Lumpur. The selection of companies featured in this issue is
a showcase of the range of furniture produced by the industry in
Malaysia such as living, dining, bedroom, systems and office, and
outdoor and occasional furniture. These companies are featured on
pages 7-15.
MTC will again be participating in both exhibitions. Besides taking
up its own booth space, MTC will be sponsoring the participation
of a number of SMEs as well as organising an Inbound Sourcing
Mission consisting of 60 buyers from more than 20 countries to
the two fairs. MTC will also be sponsoring 15 companies under
the India Export Pavillion in EFE, in line with the Council’s plans to
present new export opportunities for Malaysian manufacturers and
exporters to India and the Indian sub-continent. In total, more than
800 exhibitors will be showcasing their latest products. Besides
Malaysian companies, the international exhibitors are from China,
Asean countries, Taiwan, Japan and South Korea. This makes
Malaysia an excellent destination for furniture buyers from the
world over. Information on MTC’s participation and previews of the
two exhibitions are on pages 3-6.
Relating to the environment, we feature the views of Professor
Tan Sri Dr. Zakri Abdul Hamid, the Science Adviser to the Prime
Minister of Malaysia, who expresses his concern on the recurring
haze episodes in the Asean region. He draws attention to the cost
to human health and biodiversity as well as to the huge monetary
loss suffered by nations in the region. While acknowledging that
many measures and reforms have been introduced to keep the
region haze-free such as through the prevention of open burning,
he believes that more science-policy interactions at national levels
are needed to strengthen governance and mitigate the problem.
See pages 20-21 for more of Professor Tan Sri Dr. Zakri’s views on
the subject.
We laud the move by Sarawak Chief Minister, His Right Hon.
Datuk Amar Abang Johari Tun Abang Openg, to further enhance
forestry governance in the state by improving the procedures
of issuing short term timber licenses through a tender process.
Effective immediately, the measure has been introduced to ensure
transparency in the issuance of the permits and safeguard the
state’s forests. Turn to page 22 for more details of this
measure.
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Happy reading.
The Editor.
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MTC launches Silver Jubilee
celebration

MTC’s role is made even more significant with the aspiration of
the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities to increase
the annual export earnings of the commodity sector. In a volatile
global environment, achieving the desired target has become
more challenging.
“We have to up the ante on our promotional efforts to assist the
industry in meeting the desired national targets,” he said.
The Chairman also urged MTC to aggressively continue looking
out for more advanced woodworking technologies as well as new
sources of raw materials for the benefit of our industry.
“Our on-going engagement with interest groups in
environmentally-sensitive markets must be based on scientific
and substantiated facts. These must continue to be stated and
publicised through our various media channels such as our
website, social media platforms and information collaterals.

Dato’ Gooi speaking
during the occasion.

M

TC Chairman, Dato’ Gooi Hoe Hin, together with MTC
CEO, Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik, joined the management and
staff of the Council to launch the celebration marking the 25th
Anniversary of the establishment of MTC.
Speaking at a luncheon held on 10 January 2017 at MTC’s
headquarters in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Dato’ Gooi said he
was pleased to note that MTC has matured to become the lead
agency in spearheading the development of the Malaysian timber
industry, especially in the area of market promotion.
He congratulated Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim for his leadership of
MTC towards meeting the set KPIs for the Council’s market
promotional activities last year, including exceeding several of
its set KPIs. MTC, he said, must not rest on its laurels but strive
for greater achievements in its efforts to serve the interest of the
Malaysian timber industry.

“As MTC Chairman, I am duty-bound to fulfill the MPIC’s policy
and the wish of the Minister of Plantation Industries and
Commodities, His Hon. Datuk Seri Mah Siew Keong, for the
industry to develop and achieve the set objectives, in particular
to increase value-adding as well as ensure the sustainability of
the industry.
“I believe with your full support and close collaboration with
the industry, MTC can contribute significantly towards this
development,” said Dato’ Gooi.

“

We have to up the ante on
our promotional efforts
to assist the industry
in meeting the desired
national targets.
Dato’ Gooi Hoe Hin

”

One for the album: Dato’ Gooi (seated fourth from right) with Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim (on his right) and the management and staff of MTC
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MTC sponsors exhibitors,
buyers to EFE, MIFF 2017
T

wo major exhibitions will take place
in March – the Export Furniture Exhibition
2017 (EFE) and Malaysian International
Furniture Fair 2017 (MIFF). EFE will be
held at the Kuala Lumpur Convention
Centre while the Putra World Trade Centre
and MATRADE Exhibition and Convention
Centre will be the venues for MIFF. Both
exhibitions are from 8 to 11 March 2017.

“Over the years, the Malaysian Timber
Council (MTC) has sponsored booth space
and visits to the trade fairs as it fulfills its
role as the nation’s marketing arm,” said
MTC CEO Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik.
This year, MTC will be sponsoring the
participation of ten SME furniture
companies (four at EFE and six at
MIFF). The Council will also sponsor 15
companies under the India Export Pavilion
in EFE and 60 buyers from 22 countries to
both fairs.

MTC booth at
MIFF 2016

“

MTC is targeting to improve
on the RM15 million in sales
generated through our efforts at
the two fairs last year.

“MTC is targeting to improve on the RM15
million in sales generated through our
efforts at the two fairs last year,” said
Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim.
Over 300 exhibitors are expected at EFE
while MIFF is set to display products from
over 500 exhibitors.

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik

MTC booth at EFE 2016

”
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The trading platform for
global furniture industry
T

he Export Furniture Exhibition (EFE), one of Southeast
Asia’s largest annual industry trade shows, returns from March
8-11 this year and exhibitors taking part will enjoy exclusive
privileges for the bigger, inspiring and exciting show.

The 2017 fair will be held again at Kuala Lumpur Convention
Centre (KLCC) marking the 13th year of EFE in business and
continued growth as one of the region’s most prominent global
furniture sourcing centre for buying professionals from over 135
countries and regions.
More than 300 exciting exhibitors from Malaysia, China and
ASEAN countries will showcase top quality modern and
contemporary furniture with their latest collections and designs
for bedrooms, living areas, kitchens, bathrooms, children, office,
dining, outdoor living, hotel furniture, occasional including
furniture fittings and accessories. Moving into its 13th year, EFE
2017 with a gross exhibition space of 30,000sqm, will have eight
halls to connect buyers with world market leaders.
Riding on the success and keen interest shown by buyers and
visitors at EFE 2016, the Professional Designers Programme
(PDP) will make its second debut at EFE 2017. The programme
will feature four overseas designers from Italy and Belgium in
mentoring our local design furniture designers in creating and
developing new designs made in Malaysia for commercial sales.
The PDP second edition (PDP2) is organised in collaboration with
the Malaysian Furniture Promotion Council (MFPC) and Malaysian
Timber Industry Board (MTIB). The programme is set to elevate
Malaysia’s furniture design to another level of excellence.

For the first time, it will feature an “India Export Pavilion” which
will showcase 18 companies, including 15 exhibitors sponsored
by MTC. The objective of the India Export Pavilion is to provide
opportunities and networking to export to one of the world’s
largest market by our local manufacturers. India is one of the
fastest growing major economies today and the second most
populous country in the world with more than 1.2 billion people. It
is also the world’s 7th largest country by area and the 7th largest
economy by nominal GDP and the 3rd largest by purchasing
power parity. The Indian furniture market is estimated to be
worth US$17,922 million and Malaysia’s furniture export to India in
2015 was ranked number 6th at RM344.6 million. Opportunities
for export of furniture to India are huge with its increasing
demand, fuelled by the boom in housing and commercial
construction, increasing income levels and influence of global
lifestyle trends. Hopefully, Malaysia can ride on India’s growth
with the presence of an India Export Pavilion at EFE 2017 and will
further increase furniture exports to India.
EFE – Malaysia’s premier destination for the furniture industry,
is a key buying and networking event in the furniture industry.
Presented by the Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) and
organised by EFE Expo Sdn Bhd, a wholly-owned company of
MFC, EFE is a platform of opportunities for the industry by the
industry.

To attract more buyers to EFE 2017, the ‘Buyers Program’ with
assistance provided for first-time buyers to EFE is made available
through the cooperation of the Malaysian Timber Council.

For the first time, it will feature an

“India Export Pavilion”

International buyers
at EFE 2016.

which will showcase 18 companies,
including 15 exhibitors sponsored
by MTC.
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Exhibitors
bringing more
new products

70%

of exhibitors are
Malaysian companies while the
rest are from overseas including
China, Taiwan, Japan, Indonesia,
South Korea and Vietnam.

MIFF 2017 expects to attract an
estimated 20,000 buyers.

M

alaysian International Furniture Fair (MIFF), the largest of
its kind in Southeast Asia, is set to feature a greater variety of new
and innovative products from a wide range of suppliers and four
country halls at its 23rd annual edition this March.
Organised by UBM Malaysia, MIFF 2017 is again fully-booked and
pre-registered visitor numbers are running strong for the fourday event taking place at Putra World Trade Centre (PWTC) and
MATRADE Exhibition and Convention Centre (MECC) from March
8 to 11.
The trade show which posted record US$908 million sales in
2016 will feature 500 companies and is expected to attract an
estimated 20,000 buyers from 140 countries and regions.
MIFF 2017 continues to benefit from the cross-promotion of the
trade show across UBM and Alibaba.com platforms as a result
of a strategic “online and offline” collaboration to create the next
generation of B2B trade sourcing experiences.
Around 70 per cent of exhibitors are Malaysian companies
while the rest are from overseas including China, Taiwan, Japan,
Indonesia, South Korea and Vietnam.
“There will be a lot of new product releases during MIFF 2017
based on the product range indicated by exhibitors. The new

products and designs are very refreshing, and this development
is great for buyers. Many companies are seeing this as an
opportunity to boost their visibility and increase business leads
because they want a bigger footprint in 2018 when MIFF expands
to 100,000 sqm at the new Malaysia International Trade and
Exhibition Centre (MITEC) and PWTC. We are also seeing very
good numbers from pre-registration from over 100 countries so
far,” said MIFF General Manager, Karen Goi.
MIFF 2017 will feature a dedicated segment - MIFF OFFICE
- to showroom the biggest range of office solutions with 130
companies at PWTC.
Malaysian companies which would be participating in MIFF 2017
include well-known exporters such as Merryfair Chair System,
Euro Chair, Poh Huat, Soon Her Sing Industries, Oasis Furniture
and Safari Office System.
The China Hall will be larger with over 150 companies as more
furnishing exhibitors are coming from southern Guangdong
province led by the China Council for the Promotion of
International Trade, Guangzhou Council (CCPIT Guangzhou).
Other attractions are Taiwan Hall with 30 companies and Muar
Hall, organised by Muar Furniture Association and a strategic
partner of MIFF, will feature over 80 member companies.
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Comfy sofas by Zolano
Producing high-end, huge sofas that envelop you as you sit on
them is what Zolano does best

E

xperience new standards of luxury and comfort living with
premium sofas from Zolano Design Sdn Bhd. Zolano is one of
Malaysia’s leading manufacturer of leather sofas.

The company employs the latest in technology such as Lectra’s
leading integrated technology solutions for the use of soft
materials, fabrics, leather and technical textiles.

Founded in 1978 by its Managing Director Yap Hoo, Zolano
started off as a humble sofa frame manufacturer and has since
progressed to become a top sofa upholstering enterprise as well.
In 1998, the Zolano brand name was launched.

Most of Zolano’s products are exported to the United States,
Europe, Middle East, Asia-Pacific region, Australia and New
Zealand.

Backed by a solid creative design team, Zolano has been
exporting its sofas for the past 10 years. Good quality raw
materials, latest technologies and skilled staff have lead to the
production of top-notch sofas.

Among its best-sellers is Musette which is a large corner-shaped
sofa that offers great comfort. Poltrona is similar to the chairs
found in opera houses which are placed in front of the stage.
“Riposo” in Italian means rest and this reclining sofa by Zolano
comes with an adjustable and tilted backrest. Its footrest can also
be extended automatically when the back is reclined, adjusting to
the weight and angle of the user’s legs to maximize comfort.
Zolano has its customers’ loyalty as it consistently produces sofas
of uncompromising quality.

Most of Zolano’s products are
exported to the United States,

Europe, Middle East, AsiaPacific region, Australia and
New Zealand.
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Adding value to furniture
Value Plus moves on from its Windsor Chair days

V

alue Plus Industries Sdn Bhd was incorporated in Malaysia
in 1999. Since its inception till 2005, Value Plus or VP solely
produced the American style Windsor Chair.
Over the years, VP expanded its product range by manufacturing
dining, bedroom and living room sets as well as bar stools and
lounge settees.
In 2015, VP developed its Scandinavian range which takes its
inspiration from the younger generation’s need for a minimalist
lifestyle.
Its latest product from this collection is made of solid
Rubberwood and focuses on modular benefits. The furniture
comes out in either Oak or Walnut shades which can be easily
mixed and matched with other fittings.
With its strong 400 workforce, Value Plus plans to produce about
four or five new versions of furniture under its Scandinavian
range using Rubberwood, Oak and Walnut veneers.
VP will be showcasing 80 to 100 individual furniture items which
can be mixed and matched at the upcoming Export Furniture
Exhibition 2017.

Its latest product from its
Scandinavian collection is made
of solid Rubberwood and
focuses on modular benefits.

Timber Malaysia
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Hup Chong Furniture
From humble beginnings to an industry leader

F

rom its humble beginnings 16 years ago as a manufacturer
of furniture parts for bedroom and pool table sets, Hup Chong
Furniture has grown into a complete high-end and mediumend bedroom as well as living and entertainment furniture
manufacturer.
Today, the Malaysian-owned and a private limited company
specialises in manufacturing and marketing residential furniture,
carving out a strong niche in household furniture, mainly from
Rubberwood, entirely for export. Its main markets are the USA,
Canada, Australia, UK and the Middle East countries, altogether
accounting for 98.5 per cent of all shipments.
Hup Chong’s manufacturing activities are operated from its
three factories, with all plants located strategically in Jalan Kapar,
Klang, in the State of Selangor within 30 minutes driving distance
from Malaysia’s biggest and busiest container and bulk cargo
port, Port Klang.
2
Its total production floor space is more than 550,000 ft , with
a management team and trained workforce of more than 750
staff, coupled with computerized facilities. As such, Hup Chong
Furniture is capable of expanding its market worldwide, ensuring
quality products with ‘Just-In-Time’ delivery and prompt service,
says Managing Director, Chua Chun Chai.

He adds: “With these current facilities, the company strives to
be a ‘Furniture One-Stop Centre’, to cater to the ever-growing
demand of customers to develop a furniture collection. The
company also provides warehousing and ‘direct or mixed
container’ services. With the company’s manufacturing expertise
and facilities, it is well-positioned to develop products that meet
customers’ requirements and tastes in different markets.”

The company also has a team of in-house product development
designers to design, source, market and distribute case goods,
consisting of bedroom, living room furniture and entertainment
furniture sets. Besides developing its own designs, the company
has worked with customers’ designers and manufactures
exclusively to serve its customers through various brands in the
furniture industry such as Rooms To Go (USA), John Lewis (UK),
Harvey Norman (Australia) and Home Center (Middle East).

“

....the company strives to be a
‘Furniture One-Stop Centre’, to
cater to the ever-growing demand
of customers to develop a furniture
collection.
Chua Chun Chai

”
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Hup Chong Furniture has established its reputation through
emphasis on quality and reliability where quality craftsmanship
and highly individualistic designs are faithfully applied to each
furniture piece, elaborates Chua, who is also President of the
Malaysian Furniture Council.
On material usage, about 70% of Hup Chong’s raw material
is Rubberwood-based with the remaining being American
Tulipwood (Yellow Poplar), European Beech, Pine and other
wood-based materials. The Rubberwood is finger-jointed and
edge-glued, an efficient way to maximize yield. Several years
ago, the company also began importing American Tulipwood
and European Beech as alternative hardwoods to improve their
product range.
“We found that Tulipwood stains well according to our
requirements and we like its grain,” says Chua. The use of
imported timbers provides Hup Chong with a diversified material
supply and its customers with a choice that extends their range
of furniture. Tulipwood is mainly used as ‘show wood’ for bed
headboards and fronts as well as for chests.
As an entity, the company is an integral part of a community
and the environment within which it operates. With regard to
corporate integrity and responsibility, the company takes a
holistic approach toward the marketplace, workforce, community
and environment.
“The success of Hup Chong in the marketplace hinges on
how its activities are carried out at each level of the value-add
chain. In the procurement of business, the company interacts
with both prospective and actual customers and end-users, a
majority of whom require assurance that it operates in an ethical
and environmentally sustainable manner. These requirements
encompass the sustainable use of environmentally friendly raw
materials, safe and conducive working environment and product
safety,” explains Chua.

As a major wood-based furniture manufacturer, Hup Chong
believes in the sustainable use of environmentally friendly
materials. The company complies with Chain of Custody (CoC)
requirements and a majority of its products are certified as CoC
compliant.
Chua says: “We are also working to further reduce the impact
of our operations on the environment and to contribute to the
realization of a recycling-based society by achieving the targets
set by world environment panels and organisations such as
California Air Resources Board (CARB).”
On its working environment, the company feels a fundamental
responsibility and commitment to ensure that all employees
work in a safe and healthy environment. A Safety, Health and
Environment Committee has been set up to lead the activities
in accordance with the company-wide Safety, Health, Accident
Prevention and Environmental Action Policy.
This emphasizes development of technical competency and
enforcement of safe work practices for its workers in the
production areas. Production layout and workflow are organised
in an orderly manner to ensure optimum workers’ movement,
safety and a sustainable work rate. Production debris and
hazardous materials are handled and disposed of in accordance
with safety requirements and regulations to ensure a safe
workplace and minimum harm to the environment.
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In compliance with the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) requirements, First Aid training sessions
are organised to help staff and workers understand their role as
Emergency First Responders.
Hup Chong recognises the importance of product safety and
quality assurance as a competitive edge in the marketplace.
In this regard, it continuously emphasises the “Quality”
and “Customer-focus” watchwords that reflect its quality
commitment.

Hup Chong’s
quality guidelines
• Total customer
• No compromise on
the quality on incoming satisfaction as the main
priority, by striving to
raw materials
make products more
• Total involvement at
reliable and functional
all company levels to
through continuous
commitment in quality
improvement
awareness

Chua stresses: “Quality assurance of our furniture products
are performed at specific check-points by incoming material
inspections, process QC and pre-shipment inspection.”
Hup Chong has been a regular exhibitor at Export Furniture
Exhibition (EFE) held annually in March in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. Through its participation in EFE, Hup Chong
has established a wide distribution network via importers,
wholesalers and retailers, many of whom are dealing with wellknown brands. International buyers are invited to visit their booth
at Hall 4-B01, Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre.

13

For EFE 2017, Hup Chong will be launching several new designs
of bedroom sets including its Fifth Avenue collection, a creation
that is timeless and comes with mid-century looks. Its graceful
curves and raised mouldings project sophistication, ready to
be set in an upmarket trend for the younger generation. This
collection, using the finest in solid American Tulip woods and
American Walnut veneers, reflects warmth and everlasting
finishing called Gray Walnut colour. Its highlights include its case
pieces having an airy, open frame base with long horizontal pulls
in gunmetal finished brass.
“We envision enhancing our company position as the leading
world class furniture manufacturer by providing high quality
craftsmanship products, innovative products and excellent
customer satisfaction. We emphasize employee teamwork
and involvement in identifying and implementing programmes
such as innovative marketing concepts and state-of-the-art
manufacturing methods to save time and lower production
costs while maintaining the highest quality values. The strategies
allow us to prosper as a business with high degree of integrity
and to provide a reasonable return to the ultimate owners of our
business,” concludes Chua.
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Versatile Versalink
Family-owned business gives office furniture a brand new look each time

C

hanging the dynamics of a workplace with ergonomic,
funky office furniture is right up Versalink Marketing Sdn Bhd’s
alley. The company, which has been producing office furniture
since 1991, started off making products for the local market. It
did not take long before Versalink’s furniture got the attention of
foreign buyers who were impressed by the company’s designcentric products.
Adhering to its tagline, “Performance by Design”, Versalink’s
products can be found in 40 countries and regions such as
Africa, Asia, Australia, the Middle East and North America.
Among its customers are contractors, corporate customers,
dealers and Original Equipment Manufacturers both in Malaysia
and overseas.
A family-owned business, Versalink made great strides with its
ever-growing range of high-quality products that are of sound
design, functional, durable and comfortable. This award-winning
furniture manufacturer has some of the best ISO, Green Guard
and BIFMA certifications as well as the 2014 Golden Eagle Award.
Among its well-known products are Fonte l – Architectural,
Levitar, Muro and Platz+.
Fonte l – Architectural is designed with a contemporary look and
incorporates elements that are easy on the eye with its minimalist
approach. It offers spacious storage for effective management.

Adhering to its tagline,
“Performance by Design”,
Versalink’s products can be found
in 40 countries such as Africa,
Asia, Australia, the Middle East
and North America.
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The curved metal legs are not only elegant but they reinforce the
strength of the wall panels as well.
Levitar is a compact executive desk that comes with a sleek,
clean look. The desk with its cabinets provides ample workspace.
Levitar is perfect for someone who is looking for a touch of
sophistication in a workstation.
Muro is a modular storage system that is designed to adapt
to your space. It allows users to create their own unique
combination of storage space.
Platz+ is a design that has taken into consideration the daily lives
of people who work in an office, how they do their work and how
all that relates to the office structure. The structural detailing of
the frame and legs give Platz+ a strong feel.
Apart from its Versalink brand products, the company
also represents various international brands such as Zuco
Burositzmobel AG of Switzerland and Dauphin Human Design
of Germany. Versalink also supplies ancillary products such as
seating models and work tools that are sourced from other
manufacturers.
A public-listed company, Versalink made its debut on the
Singapore stock exchange in 2014 and shows no sign of slowing
down as it continues to brand its business as innovative.

Apart from its Versalink brand
products, the company also represents
various international brands such
as Zuco Burositzmobel AG of
Switzerland and Dauphin Human
Design of Germany.
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Hasro Furniture Gallery
From “backyard” to world stage

H

asro had a humble beginning, starting off in 1978 as an
enterprising cottage industry seeking to create unique and
quality furniture for a discerning market. The company’s founder
and CEO, Dato’ Hashim Mohamad, comes from a family with a
long-established wood carpentry tradition and has moulded the
commercial entity out of his lifelong passion for woodworking
and craftsmanship.
Over the years, Hasro Furniture Gallery (M) Sdn Bhd, has made
a name for itself in being totally committed to achieving the
highest standards of furniture-making.
A combination of the best craftsmanship traditions and modern
technologies has helped established Hasro as a respectable
producer of almost all kinds of imaginable top quality furniture.
Today, Hasro’s products have successfully gained international
market appeal and acceptance with demand growing beyond
Malaysian shores. Its main overseas markets are countries in
North America, Europe and the Middle East.
Says Dato’ Hashim: “The excellent quality of our products has
been undeniably treasured by connoisseurs of fine furniture. The
signature of excellence is now extended to new product ranges
such as woodcrafts, and souvenir, decorative and premium
items.”
He adds: “The centre of Hasro’s success is a highly talented
designing team comprising skilled, experienced master craftsmen
dedicated to perfection in quality. Combined with excellent
management, marketing and technical teams in the organisation,
we are now operating as a manufacturer of fine furniture, supplier
of souvenir, decorative and premium items, wholesaler, retailer
and dealer, and as an exporter of classic and children furniture.”
Located at Bukit Rambai Industrial Area in Melaka, Hasro’s
factory is equipped with complete lines of furniture production

A skilled woodcarver at work
in Hasro’s factory.

machineries, the operations of which are systematically
controlled through adopting ISO 9001:2000 management
methodologies.
In addition, the company has achieved effective application of an
internationally-acclaimed housekeeping approach known as P&Q
(Productivity & Quality) under strict guidance and surveillance by
Malaysia’s esteemed National Productivity Council (NPC) as well
as other process improvement methodologies such as KAIZEN,
5S, QCC and TQM.

“

We use mainly Balau and
sometimes, depending on
customers’ requests, we use
Chengal and Merbau. These
are the three Malaysian species
that are popular with our local
customers...
Dato’ Hashim Mohamad

”
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In terms of product range, the furniture
produced by Hasro include furniture
for educational institutions and hostels,
government and corporate offices,
public facilities, libraries, schools and
kindergartens, museums, parks, hospitals,
hotels and resorts, and homes.
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Batavia Wooden Outdoor
Dining Set with Parasol

Moroni Wooden Outdoor Folding
Seat/Table (Dual Function)

Wonderfully designed set to grace your
lovely garden. Comes with four folding
chairs, one octagonal table and parasol.
Built of medium tropical hardwoods to
endure the outdoors.

Unique design that converts instantly
to two-seater and four-seater bench
configurations by only folding the table
top up/down. Space-saving features. Built
from medium tropical hardwoods for your
lovely garden environment.

Valencia Wooden
Outdoor Table/Bench

Wooden Outdoor Bench

Classic design that will fit into any outdoor
environment. Built of medium tropical
hardwoods to endure outdoor weather.

Wooden outdoor bench that comes with a
lift-up / collapsible table top in the centre for
added convenience. Built of medium tropical
hardwoods to endure outdoor weather.

Its home furniture range includes
bedroom, living, dining, occasional and
casual, nursery, and garden and home
office furniture. Its nursery and children
furniture include baby cots and cribs,
high chairs and changers, table sets and
bedroom sets, all of which are produced
in compliance with international safety
standards such as BSI, EN, ASTM, CPSC
and AS/NZ.
Hasro’s outdoor furniture and products
are available in regular as well as designer
styles. These include pergola-style
benches, L-shape benches, dining sets,
foldable table-and-bench sets, two-seater
swings, garden benches as well as planter
benches with lattice-work backstand. As
with most of its products, Hasro’s outdoor
furniture are made from durable tropical
hardwoods.
Elaborating, Dato’ Hashim says: “We use
mainly Balau and sometimes, depending
on customers’ requests, Chengal and
Merbau. Some of our overseas customers
also request for our furniture in temperate
timbers and we produce them in Pine and
Oak as requested. But our local buyers
prefer Balau, Chengal or Merbau. These
are the three Malaysian species that are
popular with our local customers who like
these timbers for their grains, texture and
durability.”
Besides which, the company also takes
on customised turnkey projects such as
interior decoration and furnishing work.

Wooden Outdoor Two-seater Swing

Built of medium tropical hardwoods with
specially-made canvas that will endure the
outdoors.
One of Hasro’s interior decoration and furnishing works.
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Boosting trade in Iran
M

inister of Plantation Industries and Commodities, His Hon.
Datuk Seri Mah Siew Keong, led a multi-commodity Economic
and Technical Mission covering palm oil, timber and rubber to Iran
and India from 5 to 9 February 2017.

Datuk Seri Mah (right) chairing the roundtable
discussion with the timber importers in Tehran.

The mission was undertaken to promote collaboration in the
commodity sector between the private sectors in Malaysia and
the two countries.
The agencies involved in the mission were the Malaysian Timber
Council (MTC), Malaysian Palm Oil Board, the Malaysian Palm Oil
Council and the Malaysian Rubber Board. MTC was represented
by its CEO, Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik.
The timber segment of the mission was coordinated by MTC in
Iran only. Iran with its growing economy and large population of
82 million offers a good market for Malaysia’s value-added timber
products.
Datuk Seri Mah also chaired a roundtable discussion with the
timber importers in Tehran, Iran. A total of 15 leading local
timber importers, wholesalers, retailers and traders attended the
roundtable discussion.
MTC Dubai Director, Azmir Mohamed Nor, briefing the
Iranian importers on the Malaysian timber industry.

Iran with its growing
economy and large
population of 82 million
offers a good market.
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MTC CEO Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik
addressing the participants.

Market debriefing
T

he Malaysian Timber Council’s (MTC) Task Force on China
(Lamscant) held a market research debriefing session on 17
February 2017 at MTC’s headquarters in Kuala Lumpur. The
debriefing was lead by the chairman of the lamscant task force
supplier group, Tan Leong Yeok.
The market research was in conjunction with Fenestration China
which was held from 9 to 12 November 2016 at the New China
International Exhibition Centre in Beijing.
The team comprised Chan Hwa Yi and Choo Tuan Yong, both
from the Malaysian Wood Moulding & Joinery Council (MWMJC)
and Sia Boon Sieng from the Malaysian Wood Industries
Association (MWIA) apart from Tan who is also from MWMJC.

At the debriefing session, which was attended by 30 industry
members, the task force team revealed that though there were
good prospects for lamscants, more concerted efforts were
needed to promote Malaysian products there.
Fenestration China 2016 was an exhibition that showcased
window and door manufacturing products made of wood,
aluminium and plastic as well as machineries and other
accessories. The market research team participated in the fair
with MTC which had set up a booth at the fair.

Bouwbeurs Fair
T

he Bouwbeurs Construction Fair was held at the Jaarbeurs
Exhibition Centre in Utrecht, the Netherlands, from 6 to 10
February 2017. MTC displayed product brochures at the booth
which it shared with six of its Dutch partners – PEFC Netherlands,
Assink Timber, Nordlam, Buytendijk Engineering, Woods
Collective and the Houtwereld as well as the Malaysian Timber
Certification Council (MTCC).
All types of construction and building materials were exhibited
at the fair which had about 75,000 visitors and more than 500
visitors to the Wood Pavilion. There were 80 enquiries with 15
specific to MTC and MTCC.
The Dutch market remains important for Malaysia with its interest
for premium timber products. Participating in fairs such as
Bouwbeurs enables MTC to enhance its networking and business
opportunities for the Malaysian timber and wood products
industry there.

The booth which MTC shared with six of
its Dutch partners and MTCC.
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Pushing the limits with a ‘Smile’
M

other Theresa once said: “We shall never know all the good
that a simple smile can do,” and Alison Brooks understood this
only too well. The London-based architect, who had imbibed
Mother Theresa’s words, designed a spectacular urban pavilion
in the shape of a “smile”. Brooks pushed the limits of architecture
with the design where both ends of the structure is raised up into
the air.
The pavilion is one of the headline projects of the London Design
Festival, an annual event that celebrates London’s vibrant design
scene.
Teaming up with engineering firm Arup, the architect created
a 34-metre-long structure, described as the first project in the
world to use large hardwood cross-laminated timber (CLT)
panels.
The entire structure was put together using just 12 panels of
CLT – each of them measuring 14 metres long and 4.5 metres
wide. Six of these panels were pre-curved during the production
process.
The Smile pioneers the use of Tulipwood, a North American
hardwood that offers greater strength and accords a more
elegant appearance.
According to Arup engineer Andrew Lawrence, The Smile is
structurally more advanced.
“It is the most complex CLT structure that has ever been built,” he
said. “Not only does the structure have a double cantilever, but
the entrance door is placed right at the centre where the stresses
are the highest.
“If you turned the structure vertically and added the weight of
60 visitors at one end, it’s equivalent to the core stabilising a
five-storey building. Nobody has ever built a core that slender in
timber,” said Lawrence.

The Smile’s form implies that it will rock, thus inviting
visitors to test whether the pavilion moves.

The Smile’s form implies that it will rock, thus inviting visitors
to test whether the pavilion moves. Visitors can walk up on the
curved floor in either direction towards viewing balconies at
the two raised ends. Oval holes in The Smile allow sunlight to
permeate the space.
Despite its complexity, the team developed the design simple
enough that it could be built on site in just five days. For Arup,
the project is the culmination of 15 years of research into the
use of hardwood in construction. For Brooks, this “simple smile”
brought about a playful space that challenges the way the
architect and engineers approach timber in architecture.

The entire structure was
put together using just 12
panels of CLT – each of
them measuring 14 metres
long and 4.5 metres wide.
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Kok with a signboard that
he had completed.

Signs of
the times
S

ignboards - from cloth and wooden signages to the
colourful LED video billboards and digital displays for
advertisements - these boards bearing information have evolved
over time and the makers of the wooden signages, in particular,
could very well be the last of their kind.
Making wooden signboards with their polished black or red with
gold lettering is a hand craft that requires a great amount of
patience and skill. These traditional, handcarved signboard can
be found in some Chinese homes and business establishments.
Those found in homes serve to display the district in China the
owner originated from with information on the family, dialect
and clan. They are usually placed above the front door as this
entrance is especially significant as the main part of entry for Chi
(positive energy).
Business enterprises often use carved signboards to display
the company name and they are presented to newly opened
companies to bestow auspiciousness and prosperity.
There are very few makers of these signages left. One of them
is the award-winning Kok Ah Wah, who operates a 70-year-old
traditional signboard shop in Queen Street, Penang.
Kok, 60, took over the trade from his Guangdong-born father
who started the business after World War 2. You will find Kok
bent over a wooden board, spectacles sitting on the bridge of
his nose, his weathered hands dexterously knocking the outlines
of Chinese characters with an old hammer and chisel at the Kok
Ying Chow Signboard Maker shop.

Kok Ah Wah, who makes
wooden signboards, is perhaps
the last of his kind in Penang

Nothing quite compares with the pleasure that comes with handmade things and one should never underestimate the importance
of a well-made signboard.
The process of making a handcarved signboard is rather
straightforward. A piece of sandpapered softboard, cut to size
and shape, is treated with a layer of glazing putty to smooth out
the surface. When the glazing has dried, the characters to be
carved are traced onto the board with carbon paper. This will
provide an outline to work on.
After the characters have been carved, another layer of putty
and thinner is applied. Finally, the board is painted in two colours,
one for the background (usually black but red and green are also
used) and gold for the characters. It takes about three weeks to
complete a signboard.
Sadly, none of Kok’s siblings or children is interested in taking up
the craft of handcarved signboards. A master of a dying trade,
Kok was awarded Malaysia’s Living Heritage Treasure Award in
2006. – Courtesy of www.tourismpenang.gov.my
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Keeping Asean haze-free
By Prof. Tan Sri Dr. Zakri Abdul Hamid

T

he great peatlands of Southeast Asia are incalculably
valuable, both within the region and to all humanity. Not only are
they highly biodiverse, they play a crucial role in world climate
regulation, storing an estimated 120 billion tonnes of carbon —
roughly five per cent of all the carbon in Earth’s near-surface.

vehicles, industries and the open burning of waste. A 10-day
emergency was declared in Sarawak when the Air Pollutant
Index topped 500 — far exceeding the “unhealthy” threshold
(101 to 200 range), and well beyond even the “hazardous” 300
breakpoint.

Covering about eight per cent of Malaysia, peatlands have
enormous local economic, ecological and hydrological value as
well, providing timber and non-timber forest products, regulating
and purifying water supplies, controlling floods and offering
many other benefits on which our well-being depends.

The three-month episode of 1997 caused huge direct regional
economic losses, conservatively estimated at US$9 billion
(RM39.6 billion). And, the cost to human health and biodiversity,
if they could be quantified, would likely represent even more
staggering sums. In response, Malaysia introduced many local
reforms, including regulatory measures to prevent open burning,
with high penalties for noncompliance.

In efforts to improve socio-economic conditions, Malaysia and
many other neighbours have converted peatlands and other
types of forest to plantations, sometimes burning biomass to
clear or prepare the land. Alarmingly, these fires now cause up
to 90 per cent of the haze that plagues health at a regional level,
releasing three to six times more unhealthy airborne particulate
matter than fires on other types of soil.
Since the early 1980s, haze has reached menacing levels many
times, the 1997 episode remembered as one of the worst ever,
prolonged by dry weather and aggravated by emissions from

The 1997 haze also served as a wake-up call for the region, with
countries teaming up through Asean to create an Agreement
on Transboundary Haze Pollution, adopted in 2002, and since
ratified by 10 countries, most recently Indonesia in January 2015.
Parties to the agreement meet at least once a year.
A Coordinating Centre for Transboundary Haze Pollution Control
was created, with an associated fund to facilitate rapid action
during episodes. Based in Singapore, an Asean Specialised
Meteorological Centre supports tracking of hotspots and haze
movements, and monitor regional weather. A region-wide Fire
Danger Rating System helps guide and monitor atmospheric and
ground conditions.
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Asean’s Peatland Management Strategy to 2020 was
translated by Malaysia into a National Action Plan on
Peatlands, launched on the United Nation’s International
Day for Biodiversity, 2011. And, I laud these major strides and
success stories.

I encourage non-governmental organisations and industry
leaders to assist governments in these efforts. Consumers,
meanwhile, have started using their purchasing power and
voices to demand that all companies act responsibly to avoid
haze episodes.

However, the region continues to endure serious haze
episodes, the latest lasting from June to October 2015.
Reports suggest that the 2015 haze cost Indonesia alone
around US$16 billion in losses — double the damage and
losses inflicted by the 2004 tsunami. As the science adviser
to the Prime Minister (of Malaysia), as well as chair of the
National Professors Council (MPN), I have given the haze issue
a lot of attention.

I also urge governments in this region to strengthen the
science-policy interface on peatland management, as well as
on wider biodiversity issues. Globally, we have established
the Intergovernmental Panel on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES), which I had the privilege to serve as the
founding chairman.

Last year, the Haze Task Force of the Academy of Sciences
Malaysia outlined several recommendations in a paper that
also incorporated the outcomes of a meeting between the
MPN and Indonesian academicians, held in Pekanbaru in
November 2015. The recommendations include:
• Rather than burning the biomass cleared during replanting
and land preparation operations, industry and researchers
should cooperate to find productive ways to use it,
supplementing farmers’ incomes in the process;

As a biodiversity hotspot, Asean nations need to effectively
implement the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. This requires more
science-policy interactions at national levels.
Finally, I would like to suggest that a round-table dialogue
be established at national levels involving all sectors —
government, NGOs, private sector, indigenous and local
communities, farmers and scientists — to openly discuss this
issue and serve as a participatory and inclusive platform to
strengthen governance and mitigation of the problem.
We need profound transformations. But creating an Asean that
is free from haze can be achieved if we all work together.

• The Asean peatland management strategy should be
translated into national plans and implemented with a
complementary resource mobilisation plan. Simply put, a good
plan without resources will not work;
• The destruction of biodiversity, the production of haze
and related environment problems are both a security and
environmental issue. Enforcement of all domestic laws and
regulations to control fires must be strictly enforced, with
courts taking a no-compromise position in sentencing to deter
offences;
• Enhanced collaborative research and development is needed
covering all aspects of the haze issue — from soil science,
ecology, atmospheric science, climate change to alternative
biomass uses. We need to better understand the effects of
haze on human, animal and plant health and diversity, as well
as its socioeconomic impact; and,
• Improving communication, education and public awareness
can bring about the attitude change needed for people to act
responsibly and live in harmony with nature, and to facilitate
both top-down and bottom-up actions, translating polices and
laws into action.

Prof. Tan Sri Dr. Zakri Abdul Hamid is science adviser to the
Prime Minister of Malaysia and chairman of the National
Professors Council. This is an excerpt of a keynote address at
the Regional Peatland Governance Workshop in Putrajaya on
13 February 2017.
Source: New Straits Times, 16 February 2017

Since the early 1980s, haze
has reached menacing
levels many times, the 1997
episode remembered as one
of the worst ever.
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Datuk Amar Abang Johari speaking to reporters after
chairing the state Cabinet meeting.

Sarawak to enhance
governance on forestry
T

he Sarawak state government wants to further enhance its
forest governance by improving the procedures of issuing short
term timber licenses by way of tender process.
Chief Minister, His Right Hon. Datuk Amar Abang Johari Tun
Abang Openg, said short-term licences for timber extraction
on state, native customary rights (NCR) and native communal
reserve land will now be approved using open tenders. He said
the measure is effective immediately and introduced to ensure
transparency in the issuance of the permits.
“The licenses, which can be for a duration of one year depending
on the size of the forest area, will only be issued after a
committee has approved the successful bidders after vetting
every application,” he told reporters after chairing the state
Cabinet meeting on 16 February 2017.
He said the state Forestry director will only issue the licences
after this step. Previously, the director could issue short term
timber licences for extracting timber from a forest area of less
than 1,000 hectares without referring to the minister concerned.
Datuk Amar Abang Johari, who is also the state’s minister
of resource planning and environment, said the Forestry
Department will prepare the tender documents that will include,
among others, the land status, locality, land size, estimate stands
and accessibility.
“It will also make an estimate of timber stands that will be valued
based on land size and quality of existing stands in order to
determine the reserve price for a particular tender,” he said,
adding that all tenders will be advertised in the local newspapers

and website of the Forest Department. The closing of the tenders
will be 30 days after the date of publication.
According to Datuk Amar Abang Johari, the successful bidders
are still subject to payment of royalty, premium, assess and other
charges based on the volume of timber extracted and current
rate.
He said short term timber license issued on state land forests
that will expire this year will not be renewed unless such land has
been approved for development, adding that the award of timber
licenses for such areas will be by way of tender.

“

The licenses, which can be for a
duration of one year depending on

the size of the forest area, will only be

issued after a committee has approved

”

the successful bidders after vetting
every application.
Datuk Amar Abang Johari
Tun Abang Openg
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Sabah-Singapore cooperation
on forest management
T

he Sabah Forestry Department has inked a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) with the Singapore National Parks
Board (NParks) to share information and expertise on forest
conservation.
The MoU was signed on 9 February 2017 by Sabah Chief
Conservator of Forests Datuk Sam Mannan and NParks Chief
Executive Officer Kenneth Er.

Datuk Sam said in a statement that the scope of the MoU
covered exchange of knowledge and skills in relevant fields of
botanical interests, including capacity building in living collection
curation and management, herbarium management, floristic
and molecular studies and conservation works, and would be in
effect for five years.
The MoU was signed at the Singapore Botanical Garden, after
which the officials took a brief tour of the ongoing ‘Walk of
Giant’ boardwalk development which will be officiated on 31
March 2017, he said.
The Sabah Forestry Department delegation was also brought to
the Bukit Timah Nature Reserve and Pulau Ubin Nature Reserve
for a closer look at the various conservation efforts carried out
by NParks.
NParks is a statutory board under the purview of the Singapore
Ministry of National Development. NParks is responsible for
providing and enhancing the greenery of Singapore.
The Singapore Botanical Gardens is a division of NParks which
aims to connect plants with people through activities in research,
education, conservation and provision of a public space for
nature recreation.

Datuk Sam (left) standing by a Pulai tree measuring
200cm in diameter found along the nature trail at
the Bukit Timah Nature Reserve.

Sabah wants to learn from Singapore the ways to reconnect
conservation areas separated by highways and other structures.
Singapore, on the other hand, will learn from Sabah’s
experiences in re-establishing forests and sustainable forest
management.
Datuk Sam Mannan said NParks was leading the way in
providing reconnection between conservation areas. He cited
the EcoLink project, which was a bridge built by NParks over
a highway cutting across the Bukit Timah Nature Reserve.
The bridge was lined with trees to enable the movement of
animals between the conservation areas.
He added that Singapore also excelled in urban forestry, and
some tips that Sabah could pick up included choosing the right
types of local and exotic plant species for landscaping within
the town areas.
“We have to take into consideration that the branches of some
trees are too fragile and can pose danger to the public, or we
can learn the ways to shape these trees to minimise the risks,”
he said.
Datuk Sam said the department would also seek advice from
Singaporean experts about setting up and running a botanical
garden, which was planned for its headquarters in Sandakan.
Meanwhile, the island republic was keen to learn about Sabah’s
approach in dealing with communities within its conservation
areas. He said Singapore had less-developed islands such as
Pulau Ubin where Sabah’s experience could be useful.
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Mangrove gets another
5,000 saplings
T

he three hectares of land in Teluk Rubiah Forest Reserve
in Lumut, Perak, got an uplift recently, thanks to the Friends
of Kuala Gula Mangrove or Sahabat Hutan Bakau Kuala Gula
(SHBKG). The organisation commemorated its 10th anniversary
by planting 5,000 saplings at the forest reserve.
The event was officiated by Bagan Serai MP Datuk Dr Noor
Azmi Ghazali and joined by 200 volunteers from the local
communities, schools, government agencies and the private
sector.

the mangrove area as well as participate in public events and
conferences to disseminate and exchange information on
mangrove issues at district and national levels.
The organisation reached its peak in April 2014 when the state
Forestry Department gazetted 1,502ha of Kuala Gula Mangrove
as the Teluk Rubiah Forest Reserve.
GEC Director Faizal Parish said SHBKG proves that community
involvement is vital to the success and sustainability of
mangrove forest conservation.

Noor Azmi congratulated SHBKG on its successes. SHBKG’s
activities and initiatives are part of the National Blue Ocean
Strategy. The organization was initiated by the Global
Environment Centre (GEC) in recognition of the need for the
involvement of local communities in mangrove rehabilitation.
Since its establishment, they have replanted a total of 120,398
mangrove saplings covering approximately 90ha of the
degraded mangrove area. Annually, the group raises about
30,000 mangrove seedlings in its nursery, monitors and patrols

Volunteers from local communities planting the mangrove saplings in the
Teluk Rubiah Forest Reserve. Photo credit: thestaronline

Tree-planting
record broken in Ledang
F

or four years, Dungun (in Terengganu), has held the record
of having planted 1,500 Aquilaria saplings in its soil. However,
that record was broken recently in Ledang, Johor, when 3,144
saplings of pokok karas were planted in the district.
Malaysia Book of Records special officer Nurasyikin Ramli
handed over the record certificate to Deputy Natural Resources
and Environment Minister, His Hon. Datuk Hamim Samuri, who
is also the Ledang Member of Parliament.
Pokok karas, scientifically known as Aquilaria malaccensis, is
from the Thymelaeaceae family. It is a source of the highly
valuable aromatic agarwood or gaharu, and is ranked as a
vulnerable species by the International Union for Conservation
of Nature due to overharvesting.
The plant can be found throughout Southeast Asia and in
Bangladesh, Bhutan and India.

Datuk Hamim giving the ‘OK’ sign while taking part in the tree-planting
event. Photo credit: thestaronline

25 years

of enhancing global
engagement for
Malaysian timber
industry

For the past 25 years,
the Malaysian Timber Council
has provided stewardship to the
Malaysian timber industry. The Council
will continue to facilitate the development
of the industry, in particular the export of
valued-added timber products including
furniture to global markets.
To learn more about Malaysian timbers and timber products, and theCouncil’s 2017 events and programmes,
please visit www.mtc.com.my

