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Dear Readers,

www.mtc.com.my

Council’s programmes and activities are in 
tune with the industry’s expectations and 
requirements (turn to page 4).

Under SPOTLIGHT, we highlight the 
journey of Kim Teck Lee (KTL), a 
timber-based company that started off 
in the mid-sixties as a sawmill but has 
diversified over the past half century into 
a leading manufacturer and exporter of 
value added timber products including 
mouldings, lam parquet and prefinished 
flooring. The most successful yet is their 
range of high quality sports flooring 
which has taken the world by storm with 
import orders coming from Europe, the 
Americas, Middle East, Africa, Far East, 
Australasia as well as markets closer to 
home. For an interesting read on KTL, turn 
to pages 19-21. 

In FOR THE LOVE OF WOOD, we feature 
Desa Balqis, a realization of one man’s 
endeavour to build a cluster of family 
homes on a piece of land by the sea. 
Having found an ideal plot in Kuala Linggi, 
Melaka in 2006, Anwar Ismail began 
to piece together his dream “village” 
consisting of traditional Malay timber 
houses. Two years later, the first house 
known as Rumah Pak Long or Uncle’s 
House was erected. The other houses built 
after that had names like Rumah Nenek 
(grandmother), Rumah Mama (mother), 
Rumah Atuk (grandfather) and Rumah 
Adik and Kakak (siblings). Let us take 
you on a visual tour of Anwar’s exquisite 
village cum resort that showcases 18 
houses of different designs sourced and 
relocated from various parts of Melaka 
and neighbouring Negeri Sembilan 
(pages 22-25). 

Happy reading!

The Editor.
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SPoTLIGHT                                       
Sporting excellence with KTL floors

MtC’S Fair PartiCiPatioN aNd EVENt 
CalENdar For JUlY – SEPtEMBEr 2016

ARCHIDEX
20-23 July, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Iran Confair
12-15 August, Tehran, Iran

Marketing Mission to India
21-27 August, Chennai and Bangalore, China

SPoGA+GAFA
4-6 September, Cologne, Germany

Furniture China
8-11 September, Shanghai, China

For further information, please contact MTC’s 
Market Promotion Division and Industry Development Division

His Hon. Datuk Seri Mah Siew Keong 
has been appointed the new Minister of 
Plantation Industries and Commodities. 
He replaces His Hon. Datuk Amar Douglas 
Uggah Embas who is now a Deputy Chief 
Minister in his home state of Sarawak. 
We congratulate Datuk Seri Mah on his 
appointment and, at the same time, thank 
Datuk Amar Douglas for his stewardship 
during his tenure as Minister of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities. Among the 
many issues that had always remained high 
on Datuk Amar Douglas’s agenda were 
the Malaysia-EU FLEGT-VPA negotiations, 
which when completed will ensure a 
‘green’ lane for Malaysia’s timber exports 
to EU countries. Another priority policy 
execution under Datuk Amar Douglas’s 
administration were the strategies that he 
had put in place to ensure that the timber 
industry achieves RM53 billion in timber 
and timber product exports by the year 
2020, a target of the National Timber 
Industry Policy. MTC wishes Datuk Amar 
Douglas well in his new role, and looks 
forward to working closely with Datuk Seri 
Mah as well as his newly appointed Deputy, 
His. Hon. Datuk Datu Nasrun Datu Mansur, 
on strengthening and implementing 
policies towards facilitating the timber 
industry’s progressive and sustainable 
growth (see page 2).

This year’s MTC’s annual dialogue with the 
timber industry was held from 23-25 May. 
Many important issues were discussed, 
with specific emphasis on ways towards 
strengthening the timber industry’s 
manufacturing base, increasing its raw 
material sources and expanding its global 
market outreach, all of which necessitate 
close interaction and consultation between 
MTC and the respective industry sectors. 
Based on the information gathered at the 
dialogue, MTC conducted a roadshow 
in July this year to different states in 
Peninsular Malaysia for further consultation 
with the industry. This is to ensure that the 
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His Honourable Datuk Seri Mah Siew Keong has been 
appointed the Minister of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities in a Cabinet reshuffle announced by the Right 
Honourable Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak on 27 
June 2016. 

Datuk Seri Mah, 55, was a Minister in the Prime Minister’s 
Department prior to this appointment. Among the positions 
that he had also previously held were Deputy Minister of 

New Minister and Deputy 
Minister of Plantation Industries 
and Commodities

Agriculture and Agro-based Industry, and Deputy Minister 
of International Trade and Industry. Datuk Seri Mah holds 
a LLB (Hon) from the University of East London, B.Sc Mgt. 
Science from the London School of Economics and an MBA 
(Manufacturing) from City University, London. 

“It is a great privilege and responsibility to be taking on the 
role of Plantation Industries and Commodities Minister and 
I thank the Prime Minister for putting his confidence in me. I 
realise my appointment comes with important responsibilities 
and I pledge to do my best to further the cause of plantations 
and commodities in Malaysia and look forward to this new 
role,” said Datuk Seri Mah who hails from Teluk Intan, Perak 
where he is also the Member of Parliament.

Appointed as Datuk Seri Mah’s deputy is His Honourable Datuk 
Datu Nasrun Datu Mansur. Born in Lahad Datu, Sabah, Datuk 
Datu Nasrun, 64, was a two-term State Assemblyman for 
Lahad Datu, having been first elected to the seat in 2004 and 
retaining it in 2008. He is the current Member of Parliament for 
Silam in Sabah.

“I am thankful for the trust given by the Prime Minister in 
appointing me to this position,” said Datuk Datu Nasrun, 
adding that he will adhere to the directives of the Prime 
Minister, including the scope of work and duties that he will be 
responsible for following the appointment. 

MTC congratulates Datuk Seri Mah and Datuk Datu Nasrun on 
their new appointments and looks forward to their guidance 
and leadership in bringing the Malaysian timber industry to 
even greater heights.  

Datuk Seri Mah arriving to assume his new portfolio at the Ministry 
of Plantation Industries and Commodities in Putrajaya. On hand to 
receive him are Datuk Datu Nasrun (centre) and the Ministry’s Secretary 
General, Datuk M. Nagarajan (right).
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Heartiest congratulations to  

YB Dato’ Sri Wee Jeck Seng 
Chairman of the Malaysian Timber Council
and Member of Parliament for Tanjong Piai

on being conferred the 

Darjah Kebesaran Sultan Ahmad Shah Pahang,
Yang Amat Di Mulia - Peringkat Pertama,                                                              
Sri Sultan Ahmad Shah Pahang (S.S.A.P.) 

award which carries the title

Dato’ Sri
by 

His Majesty Sultan of Pahang 
Sultan Haji Ahmad Shah Al-Musta’in Billah Ibni                                                    
Al-Marhum Sultan Abu Bakar Ri’ayatuddin Al-Mu’adzam Shah

in conjunction with His Royal Highness’s 85th Birthday on 28 July 2016

From
Board of Trustees, Chief Executive Officer, 
Management and Staff of the Malaysian Timber Council

Congratulations



MTC-PJC to build Malaysia’s 
longest Glulam bridge

TThe Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) 
and Putrajaya Corporation (PJC) will 
embark on a project to construct the 
longest Glued Laminated Timber (Glulam) 
Pedestrian Bridge in the country. The 
RM1.8 million bridge will link Precinct 1 and 
Precinct 16 in Putrajaya. 

Spanning 47 metres in length and 3 
metres in width, the Glulam bridge 
will be made of local timber species. 
Construction of the bridge is expected 
to begin in July and is scheduled for 
completion in December this year.

MTC and PJC signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on 28 June 2016 for 
the construction of the Glulam bridge.

MTC Chief Executive Officer Datuk Dr. 
Abdul Rahim Nik and PJC President Datuk 
Seri Hasim Ismail signed the MoU which 
was witnessed by MTC Chairman Datuk 
Wee Jeck Seng and PJC City Planning 
Department Vice President Datuk Fadlun 
Mak Ujud at the Putrajaya Corporation 
Complex.

MTC Deputy CEO Richard Yu and PJC 
Vice-President of Corporate Services 
Datuk Rogaizat Abdullah signed as 
witnesses.

“Glulam is a high strength engineered 
timber product comprising layers of 
dimensioned timber bonded together 
with durable, moisture-resistant 
adhesives. The technology revolving 
around Glulam has enabled large pieces 
of timber to be constructed and bent into 

An artist impression of the Glulam bridge.

all shapes and sizes. These are some of 
Glulam’s unique characteristics which are 
not prevalent in other building materials,” 
said Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim.  

“This project will strengthen MTC’s effort 
to encourage and promote the use of 
timber as well as share the advent of 
technology in timber engineering among 
builders and specifiers while building 
bridges of fruitful cooperation with PJC,” 
he added. 

MTC will administer all construction 
efforts while PJC will assist MTC and take 
on an advisory role on technical matters 
as well as monitor the progress of the 
construction.

PJC will also oversee the special lighting 
system that will be used to highlight the 

beauty of the Glulam bridge. Special care 
will also be taken to prohibit the lightings 
from affecting the habitat of the birds 
occupying the wetland areas nearby.

“I am very excited about this project and 
our collaboration with MTC. The bridge 
will be of great benefit to the residences 
here,” said Datuk Seri Hasim.

myGlam Sdn Bhd, a member of the 
Association of Malaysian Bumiputra 
Timber & Furniture Entrepreneurs, has 
been appointed as the main contractor 
for the bridge’s construction. 

The span will not only be the longest 
Glulam bridge in the country but it will 
also be the most recognisable bridge and 
an iconic structure that sits majestically in 
the nation’s administrative capital. 

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim and Datuk Seri Hasim (seated second and third from left) signing the MoU 
as Datuk Wee and Datuk Fadlun (standing second and third from left) look on.
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MMoving with the times would best describe MTC’s Dialogue 
Session with representatives from the six national timber-
based associations. The dialogue session, which was held from 
23 to 25 May 2016, provided an avenue for the association 
members to highlight their needs which centred on developing 
and incorporating good marketing strategies to boost revenue.

The dialogue session was held at MTC’s headquarters in Kuala 
Lumpur and was chaired by the Council’s CEO Datuk Dr. Abdul 
Rahim Nik. About 40 representatives from the six associations 
attended the session. The Council had individual dialogue 
sessions with the Malaysian Wood Industries Association (MWIA);  
Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia (TEAM); Malaysian 
Panel Products Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA); Malaysian 
Wood Moulding and Joinery Council (MWMJC); Association  of 
Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA) 
as well as the Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC).

MTC dialogue with timber                   
association members

Among the matters raised during the dialogue sessions are the 
need to focus on ‘Industry 4.0’ and getting experts to speak 
on MTC’s Mechanisation & Automation (M&A) Programme 
which provides cost-saving measures.

Also discussed were ways to expand export markets, markets 
of focus, targeted trade fairs as well as promoting the use 
of Glulam and getting the local authorities such as the Fire 
and Rescue Department, Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government and the Public Works Department to use timber 
in their projects. 

The outcome of these dialogue sessions was communicated to 
other members of the industry in the country through MTC’s 
Roadshow in July this year.   

Clockwise from top left: MFC, MWMJC, MWIA, PEKA, TEAM and MPMA representatives at the dialogue session chaired by Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim 
(top left).



TThe Malaysia External Trade Development Corporation 
(MATRADE) and MTC, in a meeting on 4 May 2016, discussed 
various possible areas of collaboration between the two 
organisations for the promotion of Malaysian timber products 
to markets overseas. 

The meeting, held at the MATRADE headquarters in Kuala 
Lumpur, was chaired by the Chief Executive Officer of 
MATRADE, Datuk Dzulkifli Mahmud. The MTC delegation was 
led by its Chief Executive Officer, Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik.

Among the areas identified are as follows:

•	 MATRADE and MTC to update each other on programmes, 
particularly for participating in international trade fairs and 
organising export acceleration missions.   

•	 MTC is invited to participate in MATRADE’s trade promotion 
activities such as its 1Malaysia Promotion Programme in 
Shanghai and London. 

MATRADE-MTC collaboration in 
promoting Malaysian timber

•	 MTC will leverage on MATRADE’s market linker for building 
materials in Australia and New Zealand to promote 
Malaysian timber products.  

•	 MTC will share with MATRADE the market reports on timber 
and timber products prepared by MTC’s overseas market 
correspondents.

•	 MTC will assist in identifying suitable timber companies 
to participate in MATRADE’s exporters development 
programmes.  

•	 MATRADE will also receive assistance from MTC to 
encourage more companies in the timber sectors 
(downstream activities) including those from Sabah and 
Sarawak to participate in activities organised by MATRADE.

•	 MATRADE and MTC will jointly organise an International 
Sourcing Programme (INSP) for MIFF 2017 and EFE 2017 to 
promote furniture.  MATRADE and MTC offices abroad will 
work together to identify potential buyers for the INSP. 

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim and Datuk Dzulkifli (fourth and fifth from left) with their respective staff after the meeting.

New Director for MTC Dubai 
Communications at HELP University. 
His other working experiences include 
being a Public Relations Officer and 
Assistant Manager at the National 
Education Fund Corporation.

As Director of MTC Dubai, Azmir 
together with his team will be serving 
and representing the interests of 
the Malaysian timber industry in all 
countries in the Middle East and North 
Africa as well as in Turkey. 

AAzmir Husni Mohamed Nor (pic) has 
been appointed the new Director for 
MTC’s Dubai regional office effective      
1 June 2016. He replaces Khairul Anwar 
who will be taking up the role of 
Director for Market Promotion at MTC 
headquarters. 

Azmir is not new to MTC, as he had 
served in MTC Dubai for three years 
as Assistant Manager before moving 
into the academic sector in 2008 
as a Lecturer as well as Head of 
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T

MTC-MTIB to strengthen 
working relationship
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) 
and the Malaysian Timber Industry 
Board (MTIB) are exploring ways to 
enhance existing cooperative and 
collaborative efforts between the two 
timber-related organisations for the 
betterment of the Malaysian timber 
industry. 

MTC Chief Executive Officer, Datuk 
Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik, said that 
such efforts are timely as both 
organisations have many common 
interests including stakeholders as 
well as policies such as the National 
Timber Industry Policy (NATIP). 

MTIB Director-General, Dr. 
Jalaluddin Harun, stated that the 
two organisations could reduce 
overlapping of tasks and activities 
while complementing each other in 
serving the interest of the timber 
industry. 

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim (centre) and Dr. Jalaluddin (third from left) with their respective 
management personnel at the meeting.

In a meeting held at MTC on 1 April 
2016, senior officers from the two 
organisations led by Datuk Dr. Abdul 
Rahim and Dr. Jalaluddin respectively, 

deliberated on a wide range of areas 
towards strengthening the working 
relationship between the two sister 
agencies. 

Briefing on GST 

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim welcoming the participants to the briefing. Annie Thomas conducting the briefing.

Department (RMCD) to give a briefing on 
23 June 2016. MTC had in 2014 organised 
two briefings to the industry prior to the 
implementation of the GST.

The latest briefing, held at Menara PGRM 
in Kuala Lumpur, was conducted by Annie 
Thomas, Assistant Director of RMCD’s 
GST Division. A total of 38 participants 
from the industry and timber-related 

agencies and organisations attended the 
briefing. 

MTC Chief Executive Officer, Datuk Dr. 
Abdul Rahim Nik, who officiated the 
event said that the programme was part 
of MTC’s ongoing efforts to keep the 
industry up-to-date on relevant issues and 
developments. 

TThe Malaysian Government introduced 
the Goods and Services Tax (GST) on               
1 April 2015 to enhance the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the country’s taxation 
system.

To provide members of the timber 
industry a clearer understanding and 
updates on the new tax system, MTC 
invited the Royal Malaysian Customs 



T

Visit by delegation from 
Vietnam, Thailand and Congo
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) welcomed a delegation 
of 20 from Vietnam, Thailand and Congo to its headquarters 
in Kuala Lumpur on 28 April 2016. During the visit, which was 
coordinated by the Malaysian Timber Certification Council 
(MTCC), the delegates were briefed on the “Roles and 
Functions of MTC”.

The briefing session was requested by MTCC as part of 
the programme for the delegates to learn about Malaysia’s 
implementation of sustainable forest management and timber 
certification during their five-day study tour which began on 
26 April.

MTC Chief Executive Officer, Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim 
Nik, chaired the session, which was also attended by 
representatives from MTCC, timber trade associations and 
several MTC management personnel. During the briefing, 
information on timber certification initiatives by the three 
countries was also shared. 

The briefing session in progress.

MTC Timber Talk 

Participants of MTC’s first Timber Talk for 2016.

W“Wood has been used since man decided to move out of his 
cave,” said Malcolm Farmer, who was MTC’s guest speaker 
at the Council’s Timber Talk series. The Regional Manager of 
Koppers Performance Chemicals had his audience in rapt 
attention as he imparted his vast knowledge in protecting 
timbers in tropical countries.

Farmer delivered his talk on “Understanding Wood As A 
Construction Material: Characteristics And Preservation” to 
more than 160 participants comprising architects, engineers, 
lecturers, industry members and students.

He spoke on the flexibility of timber which allows it to maintain 
its structural integrity in earthquake prone areas and why 
centuries-old timber buildings are still standing. 

Farmer said many architects, engineers and developers do not 
understand the characteristics of wood or its durability, which 

Malcolm Farmer, an impressive speaker who had his audience’s 
attention.

was one of the reasons why they refrain from using it as a 
primary building material.

He spoke extensively on wood’s biological properties and how 
it can be harnessed with preservatives that vary based on 
timber use. 

Farmer explained that wood borers do not destroy timber as 
fast as termites and how timber preservatives, insecticides 
and soil treatment provide total protection. The audience also 
learnt how wet and dry rot spoil the appearance of timber.

Speaking to a house full of participants, Farmer’s presentation 
kick started MTC’s annual Timber Talk series this year. After his 
talk, Farmer fielded questions mainly from architects who had 
clearly changed their perception of timber and its abilities. 
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AA four-member delegation from the 
Guangxi Forestry Department visited 
MTC at its HQ in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
on 2 June 2016. Director of the Division 
of Industry, Forestry Department of 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, 
Leng Guangming, led the delegation.

The visitors were keen to learn about 
policies and practices on Malaysia’s 
sustainable forest management as 
well as on guidelines and procedures 
in relation to foreign direct investment 
into the local timber sector. The areas 
of interest expressed by the delegates 
were in the forest plantation and wood-
based panel products sectors.

A joint briefing was conducted by 
MTC, the Malaysian Timber Industry 
Board (MTIB) and Malaysian Timber 
Certification Council (MTCC). MTC 
Director for Strategic Planning, Dr. 
Eric Ng Kok Leong, MTIB Director for 
Enforcement and Licensing, Zulkepli 
Abd. Rani, and MTCC Senior Manager 
for Products, Rajan Samikannoo, 
represented the respective agencies.

The briefing was chaired by MTC’s 
Deputy CEO, Richard Yu. Also present 
was MTIB’s Deputy Director General, 

Guangxi investors see potential 
in Malaysian timber sector 

Norchahaya (seated centre) and Richard (seated third from right) with the visitors and officers 
from MTC, MTIB and MTCC.

Norchahaya Hashim, who is also a 
member of MTC’s Board of Trustees.

During their four-day business and 
study visit to Malaysia, which started 
on 30 May, the Chinese delegation also 
attended the 2nd Investment Promotion 
Conference for Malaysia-China “Two 
Countries, Twin Parks” held on 1 June 
in Kuala Lumpur as well as visited the 
Malaysia-China Kuantan Industrial Park 
(MCKIP) in the East Coast Economic 
Region Special Economic Zone.

The delegation showed keen interest on 
investment opportunities in the MCKIP, 
the first industrial park in Malaysia to 
be jointly developed by Malaysia and 
China, and which has been accorded 
the National Industrial Park status. 
Launched in 2013, the industrial park 
has attracted 191 industrial projects with 
participation and investments from 
China amounting to US$1.76 billion as at 
December 2015.  

Malaysia to host                               
international 
Rainforest Summit
Come October 2016, around 200 
experts from around the world are 
expected to gather at the Belum 
Rainforest Resort in Gerik, Perak 
for the International Conference on 
Conservation and Sustainable Use of 
Tropical Rainforests, better known 
as  the Belum Rainforest Summit 2016 
(BRainS 2016).

The six-day international summit, to be 
held from 17 to 22 October, is organised 
to promote the sustainable development 
of the fragile ecosystems of the Belum-
Temenggor rainforest as well as other 
tropical rainforests.

It is organised by Pulau Banding 
Foundation (PBF) in collaboration with, 
amongst others, the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment, Perak State 
Government, Malaysian Timber Council, 
Belum Conservation Malaysia and Forest 
Research Institute Malaysia.

PBF CEO Datuk Dr. Abdul Rashid Abdul 
Malik said the conference encourages 
researchers and stakeholders in tropical 
rainforest regions around the world to 
share their knowledge and best practices 
on forestry and related sciences.

“Besides bringing together practitioners 
of tropical forest management from 

the Amazon, Congo and Asia to share 
their experiences, the event would also 
develop long-term networks for sharing 
knowledge. It would also showcase 
PBF’s experiences in tropical forest    
bio-diversity management,” he added.

EMKAY Group CEO, Ahmad Khalif 
Mustapha Kamal, said the organisers 
hope to produce a declaration action 
plan for sustainable best practices in 
rainforest management. PBF is the 
brainchild of the Chairman of EMKAY 
Group, Tan Sri Datuk Mustapha Kamal.

For further information, please go to: 
belumrainforestsummit2016.com. 
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TTimber has been changing the design 
landscapes of the world for eons. 
Despite losing its prominence over a 
period of time, timber never fell off the 
radar of builders, architects, engineers 
or developers.

Despite the 17th century being 
recognized as the age of stone, the 18th 
century for brick, the 19th century as 
the era of iron and the 20th century, 
where concrete ruled the construction 
fraternity, the 21st century will salute 
timber as the preferred choice, thanks 
to those who truly understand wood’s 
characteristics. Climate change, low 
carbon footprint and building solutions 
which demand low energy are also 
contributing to timber’s popularity. 

Malaysia’s rich rainforest has produced 
high quality timber for centuries. 

MTC to launch

Decks made of Malaysian Balau at the Diva Maldives Resort. 

its inherent beauty which stamps from 
its grains enable Malaysian timbers to be 
used widely for various purposes.

This is one of the primary reasons why 
Malaysian timbers are sought-after 
especially in nations which have strict 
requirements on importing timbers that 
are certified and legally sourced. 

However, not many in Malaysia are 
aware that some of the world’s premium 
tropical resorts and plush private 
hideaways are made of Malaysian 
timbers. Closer to home, only a handful 
of architects, developers, engineers 
and interior designers understand and 
appreciate the class, elegance and 
brilliance that a piece of wood brings.    

In a bid to highlight the versatility 
and beauty of Malaysian timbers, the 
Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) is 
organizing the Malaysian Wood Awards 
in collaboration with the Malaysian 
Institute of Architects (PAM). 

The Malaysian Wood Awards is set to 
crown the best and most innovative 
uses of timber in the country. With 
a total prize money of RM150,000 
awaiting winners, the Wood Awards 
aims to recognize, encourage and 
promote outstanding craftsmanship and 
installation using timber. 

Awards will be given to pioneering 
public or commercial and private 
projects. Participants must only submit 
projects that have been completed 
within the last 10 years.

Registration deadline is 30 August and 
the closing date for the submission of 
entries is 31 December 2016.

For details on the Malaysian Wood 
Awards, visit www.mtc.com.my/mwa  

Malaysian Kapur trusses add 
to the tranquility that Ayada 

Maldives’s spa provides.

Sustainable forest management 
practices have further boosted these 
timbers in the eyes of major wood users 
all over the world. Wood’s strength and 
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TThe country’s premier furniture fairs – the Malaysian 
International Furniture Fair (MIFF) and Export Furniture 
Exhibition (EFE) – recorded combined sales of US$1.61 
billion this year. Both fair organisers enjoyed better sales and 
higher visitor turnouts as well.

MIFF 2016 was held from 1 to 5 March at the Putra World 
Trade Centre and MATRADE Exhibition and Convention 
Centre. It secured sales worth US$908 million, a 5% increase 
compared with last year’s US$865 million.

About 20,000 visitors were at the fair this year which 
featured 500 companies from 15 countries. The number of 
international buyers also increased by 3% to 5,340 with 30% 
of them being first-timers.

MIFF organiser, UBM Malaysia said there were visitors from 
130 countries mainly from Europe, North America, Far Asia 
and Australasia as well as from the ASEAN region.

Japanese furniture manufacturer Mitsui Designtec Co Ltd 
used MIFF for the first time as a platform to penetrate into 
the Southeast Asian market much to the delight of fair 
visitors who say MIFF is known to offer new attractions and 
value-added products.

Insato Furniture (Australia) General Manager Michelle Jones, 
who has been coming to MIFF for the past 15 years, was 
delighted with the colour scheme and bigger range of 
products. 

“Some exhibitors are worth coming back for because they 
go the extra mile to create innovative designs. MIFF has 
come a long way and it has improved a lot in the last five 
years,” said Jones.

First-time buyer, Eren Ofluoglu from Turkey said the fair was 
well-organised and the products were of high quality and 
reasonably priced. “I will be back next year,” said Ofluoglu.

More visitors, better sales         
at MIFF and EFE 2016

Regular exhibitor, Len Cheong Manufacturing Sdn Bhd, 
who is one of the country’s top rubberwood furniture 
producers, secured more new customers and sales of over 
RM10 million in the first three days of the exhibition.

A major highlight at MIFF this year was the debut of the 
UBM-Alibaba B2B strategic alliance which will mark the 
way for online-to-offline trading. This year-round buying 
on Alibaba.com is the first of Alibaba’s Trade Assurance 
Programme to be launched outside China. MIFF is the only 
furniture and sole trade event outside mainland China and 
Hong Kong selected for the partnership.

EFE rang up its second highest sales ever with US$703 
million. Organised by EFE Expo Sdn Bhd, the event 
featured 257 exhibitors from Malaysia where more than 
50% were new exhibitors. 

More than 9,000 visitors from 135 countries attended this 
year’s fair which was held at the Kuala Lumpur Convention 
Centre from 5 to 8 March. There were 8,000 visitors last 
year when exhibitors secured US$670 million in sales.

Future Manufacturer Sdn Bhd General Manager Tang Wai 
Keong, who enjoyed more sales this year, said: “Buyers 
from over 45 countries visited us and our sales had 
increased by 50%.”

Gio-Luzini Sdn Bhd Managing Director Datuk Peter Ng 
said: “We received good response from a diverse group of 
buyers and we are satisfied with this.”

This year’s highlight at EFE was the China Export Pavilion, 
sponsored by the Malaysian Timber Council, which enabled 
Malaysian exhibitors to secure trade with buyers from 
China due to the strong demand for wooden furniture.

EFE too continues to thrive, thanks to its steady stream of 
buyers from Australasia, North America, Middle East, South 
and East Asia as well as Southeast Asia. 

A winning exhibit at EFE.

Exhibitors go to great lengths to entice buyers by putting up nice 
displays.
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C

CHINA 

Enhancing China-ASEAN    
bilateral trade ties

China remains active in fostering ecomomic and 
trade cooperation with ASEAN in line with its national                 
strategy - One Belt, One Road.

At the recent 32nd ASEAN Furniture Industries Council (AFIC)
Working Committee Meeting in Chongqing, China, efforts to 
further elevate ASEAN countries’ furniture presence in the 
international market was high on the agenda.

The government of China has paved the way for bilateral trade 
ties with ASEAN member countries through collaborations 
valued at US$23 billion. Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) 
Chairman Datuk Wee Jeck Seng witnessed the Memorandum 
of Understanding signing ceremony between several ASEAN 
and Chinese companies to this effect. According to Datuk Wee, 
Malaysian furniture manufacturers can benefit greatly from these 
collaborations as there will be many initiatives in place to further 
boost furniture exports to China soon.

Datuk Wee, who was the guest-of-honour at the opening 
ceremony of the 3rd ASEAN-China (Chongqing) Home & Living 
Expo 2016 held on 20-23 May, also officiated the 32nd AFIC 
Working Committee Meeting which was held during the expo.

“ASEAN has grown to be an important source of furniture for the 
global market with its members demonstrating varying strength 
in furniture manufacturing,” said Datuk Wee.

Datuk Wee (wearing red tie) with several Malaysian Furniture Council members at the 3rd ASEAN-China (Chongqing) Home & Living Expo.

AFIC has come a long way since it was established. With 
ASEAN’s population of 600 million and a combined economy of 
over US$2.3 trillion, AFIC members are pooling their resources 
to accelerate progress and growth of the furniture industry 
collectively.

“Malaysia’s stronghold is in producing solid wooden furniture 
whereas Indonesia leads the way in outdoor and carved furniture. 
Philippines and Thailand on the other hand, have established their 
reputation as suppliers of innovative and high quality furniture 
with mixed materials,” added Datuk Wee.

MTC has been playing a pivotal role in expanding business 
opportunities for the Council’s industry partners in China 
considering what a huge market it is for Malaysian timber 
products including wooden furniture.

Zhang Yongzuan, the President of the Chongqing Furniture 
Chamber of Commerce and the owner of Kaien International 
Furniture Mall, expressed strong interest in promoting Malaysian 
furniture. 

Zhang has pledged to dedicate generous floor space at a     
soon-to-be-built 800,000-sqm complex next to the Kaien Mall to 
ASEAN furniture, specifically Malaysian furniture.  
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TThe Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations or ASEAN is set to become 
bigger than the European Union or the 
United States, and Malaysia needs to 
intensify its trade efforts with its ASEAN 
partners to enjoy a bigger share of the 
region’s economic pie.

This opening statement by Har Man 
Ahmad of the Malaysia External Trade 
Development Corporation (MATRADE) 
caught some by surprise at the talk on 
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC): 
Opportunities for the Export of Malaysian 
Timber Products and Wooden Furniture. 
Har Man was one of three speakers who 
spoke on the facilities that MATRADE 
offers Malaysian businesses.

Har Man, who is the Senior Manager of the 
ASEAN Unit, said Malaysian companies 
must be aware of the different trade 
polemics of the member countries. 

He said MATRADE will be able to assist as 
it has business councils operating in the 
region.  

“Cambodia, Myanmar and the Philippines 
are enjoying better growth while Vietnam 
is expected to be more developed than 
Malaysia in five years,” said Har Man in his 
talk entitled “Business Opportunities in 
ASEAN”.

About 40 participants comprising 
industry partners and representatives 
from the ministry as well as government 
agencies attended the talk.

MALAYsIA

ASEAN a huge market yet to be 
fully tapped, says MATRADE

“It is best to work with MATRADE’s 
business councils if you want to trade with 
the ASEAN region,” advised Har Man. He 
added that the AEC with its combined 
GDP of US$2.5 trillion is a huge market 
to be tapped through closer economic 
integration. 

Mohamad Noor Azhab Mohd Shazili, who 
was the second speaker, said exports of 
building materials to the ASEAN region 
increased by 6.3% in 2015. The export of 
plywood, veneered panels and laminated 
wood was valued at RM4.68 billion; RM4 
billion for sawntimber and RM2 billion for 
sawn logs.

Mohamad Noor Azhab, the Senior 
Manager of Construction Related Services 
and Building Material Unit of MATRADE, 

gave a talk on “Export of Timber and 
Timber Products” where he touched on 
the programmes that MATRADE offers 
Malaysian exporters.

MATRADE provides a wide range 
of assistance which include market 
intelligence for SMEs, Mid-Tier and  
Bumiputera companies. Linking these 
companies with international buyers and 
resolving permits as well as certification 
issues are some of the services offered by 
MATRADE.

Companies owned by women and 
youth also enjoy similar privileges under 
MATRADE’s Going Export Programme.

MATRADE’s assistance does not end 
there. Grants of up to RM200,000 per 
company are offered under MATRADE’s 
Market Development Grant Programme, 
said Zamani Mat Zain. The grant enables 
SMEs, trade and industry associations, 
chambers of commerce and professional 
bodies to undertake promotional activities 
overseas.

Zamani, who is MATRADE’s Market 
Development Unit Assistant Manager, 
elaborated on the grant’s eligibility criteria 
where Malaysians must have a 60% equity 
stake in the firm. All products or services 
must also originate from Malaysia, among 
others.

Participants found the talk by the three 
officers from MATRADE meaningful, 
relevant and practical. 

MTC CEO Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik 
welcoming the speakers and participants to 
the talk.

MTC Director for Strategic Planning, Dr. Eric Ng Kok Leong (second from left), rounding up the talk in a panel session. With him are the speakers 
(from left): Zamani, Mohamad Noor and Har Man. 
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Samples displayed at the Malaysia Pavilion 
include sawntimber, finger-jointed boards, 
wooden flooring, laminated scantlings, 
doors and door components, pellets, 
and wooden furniture and furniture 
components. The trade enquiries received 
by MTC include those on sawntimber, 
furniture components and veneer. Visitors 
to the MTC booth were mainly Chinese 

C

FRANCe 

Carrefour du Bois
Carrefour du Bois is Europe’s leading 
international tradeshow, solidly focused 
on timber and timber based products. 
Taking place over three days on a 
biennial basis, it has become the most 
well established meeting point for 
traders of the sector from within and 
outside Europe. 

A wide variety of timber products 
ranging from sawntimber, parquet and 
windows to panel products, heat-treated 

wood and timber construction solutions 
was exhibited at this year’s edition, held 
from 1-3 June in Nantes, France. 

Timber importers, sawmillers and various 
promotional bodies also exhibited at 
the show. This was one international 
show that showcases exhibitors with a 
wide selection of tropical timbers and 
wood products in addition to temperate 
products, mainly from Africa but also from 
Asia and Latin America. 

Secretary-General of the European 
Timber Trade Federation, Andre 
de Boer (left), with MTC London 
Director, Sheam Satkuru-Granzella 
at the MTC booth.

TThe second edition of Sylvawood was 
held at the Shanghai Mart Expo, Shanghai 
from 27-29 June 2016. The fair, with an 
exhibition area of 6,000-sqm within 
a single hall, was participated by 111 
exhibitors from more than 30 countries 
and regions. The total number of visitors 
recorded was 2,576. 

MTC participated in Sylvawood 2016 
and organized the Malaysia Pavilion 
by sharing an 18-sqm booth with the 
Malaysian Wood Industries Association 
(MWIA). Also participating in the Malaysia 
Pavilion were six Malaysian companies: 
Ah Hai Industries, DB Global Resources, 
Aero Wooden Manufacturing, Kim Teck 
Lee Timber Flooring, Perfect Confidence 
Enterprise and SNL Woods. 

CHINA

Sylvawood

The MTC-MWIA Malaysia Pavilion.

There were 550 exhibitors at Carrefour 
du Bois 2016, exactly 20 more than the 
previous edition in 2014. 

A total of 10,520 visitors from 70 
different nationalities came for the 
show, registering a 3% increase 
compared to the 2014 edition. Although 
Carrefour du Bois was heavily focussed 
on the French market, 28% of these 
visitors came from other countries.

MTC had a 9-sqm stand in the Grand 
Palais, which is the largest hall, and was 
located amongst other promotional 
bodies and associations. MTC’s stand 
was decorated with MTC posters and 
promotional materials. 

MTC had a very good flow of visitors 
this year, receiving many direct 
enquiries about procurement of 
Malaysian timber products. MTC also 
received several general enquiries 
for information. In addition, many 
established trade contacts within the 
European industry took the opportunity 
to visit MTC’s stand to catch up and 
discuss current issues. 

timber traders, flooring and furniture 
manufacturers. 

Two other Malaysian companies 
participated on their own, namely, 
APP Timber and Shin Yang Group. 
Also participating on their own were 
the Malaysian MDF Manufacturers’ 
Association and Sarawak Timber Industry 
Development Corporation. 
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D
Q

Can you share some information about yourself and 
your experience in relation to the timber industry?

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim: I assumed the post of MTC 
CEO from my predecessor, Datuk M. Nagarajan, who was (then) 
the Deputy Secretary General of MPIC. Prior to that, I was the 
Deputy Secretary General of the Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Environment (NRE) for 5 years. Earlier, I was with the Forest 
Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM) for 25 years (1981-2006), 
starting out as a researcher and serving through the rank and file 
up to being its Deputy Director General. 

At the NRE, I was in charge of environmental matters, 
which cover forestry, bio-diversity, wildlife management and 
environment. When I say forestry, this includes both forestry 
management, which is upstream, and timber industry, which is 
downstream. I was involved in policy issues, whereby I was on the 
secretariat of various councils including the Green Technology 
and Climate Change Council chaired by the Prime Minister, and 
the Bio-Diversity Council chaired by the Deputy Prime Minister.

I also served on a number of Boards, such as that of FRIM, 
MTC, Malacca Green Technology Council, Iskandar Regional 
Development Authority as well as those of non-governmental 
organisations including the Pulau Banding Foundation based 
in Perak, which aims to promote, undertake as well as perform 
research and studies on tropical rainforests, and the WWF 
Advisory Council. Through these involvements, I believe I have 
the experience in dealing with the wide-ranging issues related to 
forestry and the timber industry. 

What inspired you most to head MTC?

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim: I wish to lend my experience 
as well as my international exposure to the timber 

industry. At FRIM and NRE, I was involved in many international 
negotiations and conferences. From these, I have a good 
idea of the international dimension of forestry, timber and the 

MTC: Premier agency in 
promoting Malaysian timber 
products globally

environment. My experience from carrying out research to 
policy advocacy will be valuable in assisting MTC to achieve its 
objectives. MTC is very focused with specific mandates; therefore 
it will be relatively easier for me to leverage all my experience and 
exposure to undertake the roles and functions of MTC. It is also 
an opportunity for MTC to synergise the government’s target 
under the National Timber Industry Policy (NATIP) and also the 
aspiration of the timber industry in Malaysia.

On naTIP, do you think its target of rM53 billion in 
revenue by 2020 is achievable? 

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim: When the policy was formulated 
then, growth for the timber industry had been around 8-9% 
for that year. With this linear forecast, the government aspired 

Q

The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) was 
established in 1992 by the Ministry of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities (MPIC) as the lead 
agency to promote Malaysian timber-based 
products globally. 
2015 was an eventful year for MTC, which also 
saw the appointment of its new CEO, Datuk Dr. 
Abdul Rahim Nik (pic) in November, succeeding 
the former interim CEO, Datuk M. Nagarajan. 
Asian Timber talked to Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim 
recently on his new appointment, his views on 
the Malaysian timber industry and MTC.

The following is an abstract of an article published by Asian Timber in its May/June 2016 issue.

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim sharing his views and experiences with the 
Deputy Editor of Asian Timber, Nooraishah Omar.

Q
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that we could achieve the target of RM53 billion by 2020. 
However, with the current economic scenario domestically and 
internationally, which is beyond our control, NATIP becomes more 
challenging. But we still have four years to achieve the target. 
Last year (2015), there had been some significant achievements 
in terms of growth at 6.6%. If this could be maintained, there is 
still chance for positive development. 

MTC has been relentlessly promoting Malaysian timber 
through various exhibitions, conferences and seminars. 
How successful are your efforts?

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim: We have planned a number of activities 
and programmes in order to actualise our mandates. For this 
year, we are participating in various fairs (20 as recommended 
by the industry) involving MTC HQ and its regional offices in 
London, Dubai and Guangzhou. In January, we participated in 
the January Furniture Show in Birmingham, UK. We brought 16 
Malaysian furniture companies, nine of whom were first timers. 
In my opinion, it was a very successful show as we managed 
to generate RM13.9 million in confirmed and potential sales. In 
February, we participated in IndiaWood, in Bangalore.  Four 
companies participated through MTC and generated RM4.3 
million in sales. In March, during the Malaysian International 
Furniture Fair (MIFF), we organised an incoming buying 
mission for 27 Indian companies. The mission generated about 
RM727,000 in sales. Subsequent to MIFF, we were also involved 
in the Export Furniture Exhibition (EFE) where we facilitated 
six Malaysian SMEs to exhibit in the main pavilion. The sales 
generated were RM4.2 million. We also co-organised a China 
Export Pavilion (CEP) with the organiser of EFE, in which we 
sponsored 600sqm for 12 companies. The sales generated 
through the CEP totaled RM9.6 million. All these portray that we 
have been relentlessly promoting our products. All in all, more 
than RM32 million has already been achieved in terms of sales so 
far this year through our involvement. I am very pleased with this 
achievement. 

What are your strategies for MTC to explore and 
promote furniture and timber products in the domestic 
market? 

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim: Our domestic market is quite large, at 
between RM13-15 billion. We need to develop further our local 
market to reach a target of RM18 billion by 2020. 

To achieve that, one of the ways is to promote more aggressively, 
the use of timber in construction in Malaysia. Authorities such as 
the Public Works Department (JKR) and Construction Industry 
Development Board (CIDB) are willing to accept the use of 

timber in construction as long as the materials meet the required 
standards. That is why we are now working closely with CIDB 
and JKR to promote further use of timber in construction by 
reviewing by-laws relating to the use of timber in construction. 
These by-laws specify the types of species suitable for use. 
Through these reviews, we can encourage the use of timber, 
particularly for permanent structures. The reviews of the by-laws 
are important to build confidence among the local construction 
industry players including specifiers, architects, builders, 
interior designers and users. These are the key people who can 
encourage the use of timber. 

As one of the major countries that have been promoting 
sustainably managed forests, it is quite natural for Malaysia to 
lead by example in using more timber in its construction industry. 
In fact, there have been increased segments where timber is used 
in construction. 

How are the Malaysian authorities facilitating the timber 
industry in addressing the increasing demand for legal 
and sustainable timber products, while at the same 
time taking into account the limited supply of timber 

materials from the natural forests?

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim: The Ministry of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities (MPIC) is the anchor agency in terms of timber 
exports and timber usage in Malaysia. Under MPIC, there are a 
number of agencies related to timber and timber products, such 
as the Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB), which is the 
regulatory body overseeing licensing and enforcement relating to 
the export and import of timber. 

MTC is very concerned about the need for legality of timber 
and we have to prove that all timbers from Malaysia comes from 
sustainably managed forests. In fact in Europe, there is the EU 
Timber Regulation (EUTR), which requires us to provide due 
diligence requirements to prove that all the timber from Malaysia 
have gone through processes that meet the requirements of the 
EUTR. 

In 2013, the Malaysian government introduced its Timber Legality 
Assurance System (TLAS) as a credible system to verify the 
legality of Malaysian wood products. TLAS is operated by MTIB 
for exporters in Peninsular Malaysia while for exporters in Sabah, 
TLAS is implemented by the Sabah Forestry Department. It 
incorporates all the relevant legislation throughout the supply 
chain, from the forest to the export point, to assure legality of 
timber exports.

The Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC) has 
also developed and operated the national Malaysian Timber 
Certification Scheme (MTCS) since 2001. The scheme is divided 

Q

Q

The launching of the CEP by the Minister of Transport, His Hon. Datuk Sri Liow Tiong Lai (fourth from left) on 6 March 2016. Also present was MTC 
Chairman, Datuk Wee Jeck Seng (third from left).

Q



Malaysia recently signed the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
agreement (TPPa), a “free trade” agreement between 
12 Pacific-rim countries. How will the TPPa affect the 

Malaysian timber industry?

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim: Having signed the TPPA lately, the next 
phase is for Malaysia to ratify the agreement. As far as the timber 
industry is concerned, we believe the TPPA will provide greater 
market access for Malaysian timber products, especially furniture 
in the TPPA countries. 

Of the 12 countries involved in the TPPA, 4 of them do not have 
any Free Trade Agreements with Malaysia. These are the US, 
Mexico, Canada and Peru. By having the TPPA, it provides easier 
access and better opportunities through lower tariffs and lower 
trade barriers when conducting business with these countries. 
For example, once the TPPA has been ratified, import tariff on 
plywood to Japan will be eliminated eventually, and as you know, 
Japan is one of Malaysia’s top markets for plywood. The TPPA 
will provide easier market access and is therefore beneficial for 
our companies. 

Finally, what are your hopes for MTC particularly, and 
the Malaysian timber industry as a whole?

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim: MTC will be celebrating its 25th 
anniversary next year. I hope MTC, after 25 years in existence, 
will become a world leading trade promotion body for Malaysian 
timber products. We need to become a reliable supplier of 
timber products to the world, and to achieve this we also need to 
improve the quality and designs of our products. Therefore, we 
need to constantly be aware of the latest design trends around 
the world. 

We also provide market intelligence to the various timber 
industry sub-sectors and we can facilitate their trade promotion 
aggressively especially by tapping into e-commerce. We will 
continue to work for the industry and other stakeholders.                  
So far, I enjoy good confidence and a strong working      
relationship with them and we will try to enhance that 
relationship. I believe MTC can continue to be the premier agency 
in promoting Malaysian timber products to both the international 
and domestic markets. 
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Q

into two components; Forest Management Certification and 
Chain of Custody (CoC) Certification. This is a voluntary national 
scheme, which provides independent assessment of forest 
management to show the sustainable management practices 
we adopt in forestry and forest plantations. MTCS is endorsed 
by an international certification body, the Programme for the 
Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC), which is the largest 
forest certification scheme in the world. Malaysia’s certification 
scheme is the first in the Asia-Pacific to be endorsed by PEFC, 
in 2009 and re-endorsed in 2014. From this certification and 
accompanied by CoC, we can export our products to markets 
that require certification, especially in Europe. 

On the reduction in the supply of logs from the natural forests, 
these have to be supplemented by timber from other sources, 
for example, forest plantations. The Ministry through MTIB has 
developed the Forest Plantation Development Programme to 
encourage forest plantations with the target of 375,000 hectares 
of forest plantations by 2020. 

At the same time, we also augment raw material supply through 
the Import Assistance Programme organised by MTC. Every year, 
with a budget of RM5 million, we assist our industries, which 
applied through us to import their timber supply, mostly in semi-
processed form. The programme is quite popular. Last year, 186 
companies participated in the programme. Eventhough we have 
started the forest plantation programme, it is still early for it to 
supplement the need for timber in Malaysia. This is why we still 
rely on the import of timber from other countries.

There have been no prosecutions of non-compliance of 
the euTr from Malaysia. What are your comments? 

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim: Malaysia tries its best to 
meet the requirements of the EUTR. This shows that Malaysian 
companies are willing to comply with the EUTR. I had a dialogue 
recently with importers in UK where they expressed some 
difficulties in compliance due to certain regulations involved. 
Therefore, they hope that the system could be improved further 
in order to facilitate compliance. Maybe the processes could be 
simplified for the suppliers.

The Indian subcontinent and the Middle east are seen 
as the next up and coming markets for timber. How is 
MTC taking advantage of this? 

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim: India is the third largest export 
destination for Malaysian timber products, following Japan 
and the US. Last year, we exported about RM1.5 billion to India. 
As a trading nation, we are constantly studying the market 
development growth of the world so that we can capture and 
develop new markets, and we are aware of the development in 
the Indian subcontinent and the Middle East. I agree that the 
Indian subcontinent provides a new market for us because of its 
huge population, and they have effluent middle-class consumers 
with an appetite for imported furniture. With that in mind, we 
think that it is the right time for MTC and Malaysian companies 
to tap into this market. We will be establishing a regional office in 
India to facilitate our participation in the Indian market. 

Q

MTC is very concerned about the 

need for legality of timber and we 

have to prove that all timbers from 

Malaysia comes from sustainably 

managed forests.

- Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik”
“

Q

Q
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Sporting excellence       
with KTL floors

KKim Teck Lee Timber Flooring Sdn Bhd  (KTL Flooring) was 
incorporated on 24 March 1994.  In late 1995, KTL Group 
completed the building of its new factory at Komplex Perabot 
Olak Lempit, Banting, and subsequently transferred all its 
operations to Olak Lempit, also in Selangor.

In late 1995, KTL Group started adding pre-finished                      
or pre-lacquered timber flooring into its business portfolio 
and began exporting this product to the Japanese                              
and Danish markets. 

Kim Teck Lee (KTL) was set up in 1966 as a sawmilling business in 
Puchong, Selangor and has been exporting sawntimber since 1975. To 
meet the changing needs of its international customers and with its 
experience in the timber industry, KTL started diversifying its business, 
particularly in downstream activities.
Beginning 1979, the company ventured into timber mouldings. It started 
manufacturing lam parquet, initially for the local market and later for 
export to Europe. In the mid-eighties, it expanded its operations to 
include finger jointing and lamination of wood, creating a wide range of 
flooring products. 
It was only a matter of time before the company moved into creating 
pre-finished solid wood flooring and developing the KTL sports flooring 
systems that now form its core business. Today, KTL has a worldwide 
customer base. It is also a contract manufacturer for several international 
brands of wooden flooring. 

Hevea Sports Flooring, Italy.
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Said Marketing Director, Lee Ah Keat: “At KTL Flooring, we 
produce both solid wood, 2-strip and finger-jointed flooring with 
thickness from 9mm to 28mm, width from 70mm to 550mm and 
length from 300mm to 3,000mm for commercial, residential and 
sports use. After more than 10 years of experience in producing 
2-strip floorboards for the commercial and residential sectors, and 
adhering to the most stringent flooring standard for the European 
market, KTL started venturing into the sports flooring market.”  
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KTL sports floor systems were designed and developed by 
KTL International in Denmark in 2008 and tested by the Danish 
Technological Institute (DTI) in February 2009 to comply with 
EN14904, the European standard for sports flooring. To date, 
KTL has developed five fixed floor systems, three portable sports 
systems, two engineered sports floor systems and six combi-
elastic sports floor systems, all of which have been tested by DTI 
to comply with the EN14904 standard. 

Stressing on the quality of the products, Lee added: “At KTL, 
our philosophy is to manufacture high quality floorings profiled 
with precision to last for a long time.  One of our strengths is to 
produce floor boards with the correct moisture content based 
on the project’s location. It is a fact that one single batch of 
materials will not suit every part of the globe due to varying 
environmental and climatic conditions.  Places with a tropical 
climate will normally be warmer with higher humidity compared 
with temperate countries where the temperature and humidity is 
much lower. This is where customisation of our flooring moisture 
content plays an important role to minimise the movement of 
the floor boards when they are in service in different parts of the 
world.  We are producing floor boards with a moisture content of 
as low as 6.5% for the Greenland market and as high as 12% for 
the Asian markets.” 

On its export markets, Lee said: “We have to date exported our  
floor  systems to Denmark, Norway, Sweden, France, Italy, United 
Kingdom, Russia, USA, UAE, South Africa, Angola, Singapore, 
Indonesia, Thailand, Philippines, Vietnam, Korea, China, Taiwan, 
Hong Kong, India, Australia and New Zealand. In addition, we 
have also supplied floor systems to the home market in Malaysia.”

KTL has taken steps to assure its customers that the timber used 
for the company’s flooring comes from sustainable resources. 

KTL sports floor systems are designed and developed to comply with 
EN14904, the European standard for sports flooring.
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“Our production factory in Selangor, Malaysia, has been 
certified under the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest 
Certification schemes (PEFC) to ensure that all our products 
come from sustainably managed forest and controlled sources. 
With the PEFC label, we can give our customers and end users 
the confidence that all raw materials used in our products 
originate from sustainably managed forests. It is our company’s 
policy to support the preservation of these precious natural 
resources from the forest for future generations,” said Lee.

KTL believes that high quality sports flooring brings the best out 
of every athlete. This understanding has been KTL’s underlying 

To date, KTL has developed five fixed floor systems, three portable sports 
systems, two engineered and six combi-elastic sports floor systems.

KTL’s philosophy is to manufacture high quality floorings profiled with 
precision to last for a long time.  
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KTL products are PEFC-certified and come from sustainably managed forest and controlled sources.

Ash Sports Flooring, Denmark.

QUALITY ACCREDITED

•	 Full compliance with the most stringent international 
standard EN14904:2006. 

•	 Tested by the Technological Institute of Denmark.

•	 Are marked CE in accordance with the 
EN14342:2005+A1:2008 and EN13629 standards. 

•	 International Basketball Federation (FIBA) Venue and 
Equipment Approved - Wooden Flooring Category: 
Competition level 1, 2 and 3. 

HALLMARKS OF KTL SPORTS FLOORING

•	 Unique combination of Malaysian craftsmanship and 
Danish expertise. 

•	 More than 30 years of experience in creating the best of 
solid hardwood flooring for customers across the globe. 

•	 Creation of high quality sports flooring solutions using 
key technical know-how from a Danish engineer and a 
Danish designer with more than 20 years of experience in 
sports floor systems.

•	 Superior sports floor systems that meet most stringent 
demands from athletes on performance and safety, 
designed with standards of efficiency and security for the 
installers and come as durable, maintenance-friendly and 
long-lasting solutions for the benefit of the owners.

•	 Comprehensive technical support with full documentation 
and personalised service right from design phase, 
including specifications, laying instructions and 
maintenance guides.

philosophy in developing world class sports flooring systems that 
exceed the expectations of even the most demanding athletes in 
today’s highly competitive sports community. 

“Athletes should be able to trust and rely on KTL sports flooring 
for safety, full support, stability and resilience so that they can 
focus and channel their efforts on winning,” Lee concluded. 
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Desa Balqis 
Resort exudes of 
unpretentious charm 
and the warm embrace 
that wooden kampung 
houses of yore give

It is easy to miss the Desa Balqis Beach 
Resort in Kuala Linggi, Malacca, from 
the main road. It has none of the luxe 
entrance that is normally associated with 
beach resorts. First impressions of Desa 
Balqis may not be a positive one due to 
its rather unassuming entrance. The front 
office is also poorly furnished but the 
scoffing ends there.

A less than two-minute walk further into 
the resort will banish that first impression 
when you realize Desa Balqis is all about 
kindred clans enjoying a privileged 
beachfront location.

Desa Balqis Resort 
Old and gorgeous

A nice place to chill by the sea.
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Beyond its entrance lies a world of 
rustic charm.

Rumah Balqis is the most popular 
among all the abodes in the resort.

The houses at Desa Balqis are named after “family members”.



FOR THe LOVe OF wOOD24 Vol. 22 No. 3 Timber Malaysia

Resort owner, Anwar Ismail, is a family man at heart who has 
plenty of genial love for nature and the natural aesthetics hidden 
in pieces of wood.

He had always wanted to own parcels of land which came with 
stunning coastlines and in 2006 he bought his first piece of real 
estate. The availability of the land led to him realizing his other 
dream – building timber houses. 

Shortly after purchasing the land, Anwar went on to buy old 
wooden houses from all over Malacca and Negeri Sembilan 
in Malaysia. He had also removed his brother’s home and 
reassembled it at Desa Balqis. In 2008, Anwar erected the first 
house which he called Rumah Pak Long or Uncle’s House.

Anwar had built timber houses, not just one-family units but 
homes for his entire clan and named them to reflect the kin 
it belonged to. The homes and even the narrow, little lanes in 
Desa Balqis are literally named uncles, aunties, mums, dads and 
grandparents in Malay.

There are 18 houses and two studio apartments in Desa Balqis. 
Built entirely of timber, the houses with their wooden verandah, 
floors and walls as well as the slightly sloped pitched roof are 
almost 70 years old if not more. The vintage look, cracks on the 
floor and walls will jolt one’s memory of living in wooden houses 
in villages during our grandparents’ era. It is a lovely reminder of 
the things we once took for granted but seek solace in at a time 
when these type of homes are few and far between.

Almost 80 percent of the original fittings of the homes are intact. 
Even the window and door hinges are the same. 

The key features of a traditional kampung house are still maintained 
while modern amenities have been kept to a minimum.
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Many residential and commercial structures 
enhanced by the use of Malaysian timber 
are featured in MTC’s book “ReThink: A New 
Paradigm for Malaysian Timber”. Co-published 
with MPH and available at MPH and leading 
bookstores in Malaysia and Singapore, the book 
showcases breathtaking projects in Malaysia, 
Singapore, Mauritius and the Maldives.             

Anwar has limited modern amenities to only those deemed 
necessary such as hot water showers, air-conditioning, 
televisions, fridges and mini-bars. Everything else in Desa 
Balqis oozes of traditional living, something which is sought 
after by its guests who come to the resort so that their children 
know what it is like celebrating major Muslim festivals such as 
Eid in a wooden house within a clustered setting.

Everything about the houses in Desa Balqis is a welcome 
sight. The tiled staircase leading to the houses come in 
various designs with some having even floral motifs. The 
small, beautiful wooden gates at the top of the stairs are       
charming and welcoming. These “wooden ornaments” are the 
gateway to what lies ahead - the sturdy, architectural wonders 
of timber homes.

The Chengal pillars and beams lend support to the hardy 
Kempas and Resak flooring. These age-old timbers 
are maintaining their structural integrity with minimum 
maintenance save for the little oil polish that is applied to give 
a bit of shine.

Most of the homes are made of similar wood where the 
wooden wall panels, doors, windows and verandah are made 
either of Kempas or Resak. The squeaks that come from the 
hardwood floors would soothe any urban soul pinning for a 
no-frills living. 

The houses are well-shaded from the tropical sun and the 
numerous timber windows facilitate cross ventilation. Wood 
lovers will soak in the beauty of seeing the exposed timber 
roof trusses, battens and timber detailing on the balustrades 
and the gable end of the roof. However, some broken pieces 
have been replaced with new sets and one can clearly see the 
difference between age-old craftsmanship and machine-made 

products. The timbers give a raw yet warm feel to these houses 
and a yesteryear touch. These timbers have aged well with only a 
few which need to be polished and sanded down.

Among all the abodes in the resort, Rumah Balqis is the most 
popular. This one-and-a-half storey home which is named after 
Anwar’s daughter, is famous among Singaporean tourists as it 
gives a lovely mile-long view of the surroundings. Anwar bought 
Rumah Balqis from its original owner who wanted to sell the 
house when the government wanted to construct railway tracks 
on the grounds where the house stood in Rembau, Negeri 
Sembilan. 

Places like Desa Balqis are in existence due to individuals 
who believe in sustainable living which is not so much about 
perfection but more about provenance. Malaysian timbers give 
an authentic look and in their built form as traditional kampung 
houses, they provide a strong, warm and comforting embrace.

A perfect spot to enjoy the sunset at Desa Balqis.Waking up in a kampung house is a 
soothing balm to the soul.

Mohd. Azmi Sarman (azmi@mtc.com.my) if
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5,000 
mangrove 
saplings for 
Tanjung Piai 
National Park

Up to 5,000 mangrove saplings will be planted in the 
Tanjung Piai National Park in Pontian, Johor to enhance the 
conservation of the wetlands at this RAMSAR (Convention of 
Wetlands of International Importance) site.

The mangrove saplings were contributed by state-owned 
investment arm Johor Corporation (JCorp), Kulim (Malaysia) 
Berhad, Johor Land Berhad and the Raja Zarith Sofiah Wildlife 
Defenders Challenge 2016 programme. 

JCorp CEO, Datuk Kamaruzzaman Abu Kassim, said 
mangroves play an important role in the ecosystem including 
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CClose to 200 volunteers comprising fishermen and university 
students participated in an event held at the Kuala Selangor 
Nature Park recently to raise awareness among the local 
community on the importance of preserving the mangrove 
system for a sustainable future.

The event, “Wetlands, We care” Jom Gotong Royong Perdana, 
was organised by the caretakers of the park, Malaysian Nature 
Society and the Kuala Selangor District Council (MDKS) in 
collaboration with Naza TTDI and Star Media Group.

MDKS President, Noraini Roslan, said the organisers’ objective 
in organizing the event was to educate the community 
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Preserving the 
mangroves of 
Kuala Selangor 
Nature Park  

curbing coastal erosion and buffering the impact of strong waves 
and tsunamis.

“Besides which, the wetlands are also home to many wildlife 
species and a source of income for the local folk. The planting of 
the mangrove saplings, to be carried out by the national park, will 
be done in stages at locations deemed suitable,” he said.

Tunku Mahkota Johor’s consort Che Puan Khaleeda Bustamam, 
who was the official representative of Johor Permaisuri Raja 
Zarith Sofiah Sultan Idris, witnessed the handing over of the 
saplings to the park authorities. 

Che Puan Khaleeda (left) looking on as volunteers plant mangrove 
saplings at the Tanjung Piai National Park.

especially the younger generation on the importance of 
preserving wetlands and its habitats.

“On a regional perspective, the Kuala Selangor district is 
bordering the Klang Valley where development is taking 
place rapidly. We need to balance that development with the 
preservation of greenery so that the districts in and surrounding 
the Klang Valley can become carbon sinks,” she added.

The activities for the day included replanting and potting 
of mangrove saplings in a plant nursery and cleaning up of 
mangrove areas such as the removal of debris. 

Students replanting and potting saplings at the nursery.
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MMalaysia is blessed with a wide variety of ornamental plants 
that are underrated but which could be commercially exploited. 
According to Singapore gardening expert, Tan Jiew Hoe, species 
such as Rhododendrons, Begonias, orchids and Hoyas have yet 
to be fully appreciated in Malaysia for their potential commercial 
value.

The Hoya, for example, commonly known as the wax plant due to 
its waxy foliage and colorful, scented flowers is a favourite indoor 
plant in countries which are cooler. Also popular are garden 
plants from the tropics and sub-tropical regions. This is due to the 
fact that they are easy to propagate from cuttings or seedings. 

The genus Hoya was established by Robert Brown in 1811, in 
honour of his friend, Thomas Hoy, gardener at Syon Park in 
England. Hoyas are mostly herbs with creeping or climbing stems 
and mostly epiphytic in trees, but some are small shrubs that do 
not produce climbing stems. 

Tan recently launched a book entitled Hoyas of Borneo, which 
was authored by renowned botanists Anthony Lamb and Michele 
Rodda. The book was published by Kota Kinabalu-based Natural 
History Publications (Borneo).

Noting that 72 species of Hoyas had been identified in Borneo 
of which about 60 were found in Sabah, Tan said there was 
much potential for these to be commercially developed.                         

The Hoya is a favourite indoor plant in countries with cooler temperature.

“It would be good to see national park authorities involved in 
the commercial development of these lesser known ornamental 
plants,” he added.

Apart from making Hoyas more well-known, Tan hoped that 
the book will also help in promoting conservation efforts for 
the species. Natural History Publications Managing Director 
Datuk CL Chan said among those who had contributed to the 
book was local self-taught botanist Linus Gokusang, who is very 
knowledgeable about Hoyas and has collected 60 species from 
around Sabah and cultivated them in Kipandi Park in Sabah. 

Hoyas of Borneo
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Tan (right) and Datuk Chan browsing through a copy of “Hoyas of 
Borneo”.
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CCovering an area of over 300,000 hectares, the forest reserve 
of Belum-Temenggor forms the largest contiguous block of 
natural forest in Peninsular Malaysia. It is located in the Malaysian 
state of Perak and crosses into Southern Thailand. The tropical 
rainforest of Belum-Temenggor is believed to have been in 
existence for over 130 million years, making it one of the world’s 
oldest rainforests, an ecosystem older than both the Amazon 
and the Congo. This is compatible with the age of the mountain 
ranges of Malaysia, which were formed through orogenesis at 
the beginning of the Mesozoic era, an interval of geological time 
from about 66 to 252 million years ago. 

The forest reserve, with more than 146,000 hectares of virgin 
primary forest, is divided into two sections. The Upper Belum 
(The Royal Belum State Park) stretches to the Thai-Malaysian 
border covering 117,500 hectares of impenetrable jungle while 
the Lower Belum (Temenggor forest reserve) is mostly covered 
by Temenggor Lake (15,200 hectares), which is dotted with 
hundreds of tiny islands.

The Royal Belum State Park was gazetted by the Malaysian 
government as a protected area in 2007. It is managed by 
the Perak State Parks Corporation. The other areas are the 
Temenggor (148,000 hectares), Lower Belum (or Banding, 
16,000 hectares) and Gerik (35,000 hectares) Forest Reserves, 
which are managed by the Perak Forestry Department. 

Indigenous peoples known as Orang Asli still inhabit the forest 
and live in their traditional way in bamboo huts, hunting small 
animals using blowpipes, fishing and gathering plants and honey 

Belum-Temenggor 
Forest Complex 

The Malayan Tiger is among some of the endangered species found 
in the forest reserve. 
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Malaysia’s largest and oldest forest reserve
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from the forest. They have been recently involved in 
the process of monitoring activities to support forest 
and wildlife conservation action in collaboration with 
several NGOs (foreign and Malaysian), universities and 
other organisations running forest conservation and 
scientific programmes in the forest complex

The forest is also home to a vast number of species 
of animals and plants, many of which are not found 
anywhere else. These include some of the endangered 
species including the Malayan Tiger, Malayan Sunbear, 
near-extinct Sumatran Rhinoceros, White-handed 
Gibbon, Asiatic Elephant and the Malayan Tapir. It is the 
only place where all the ten species of hornbills that 
inhabit Malaysia can be spotted.

The rainforest houses over three thousand species of 
flowering plants including three species of the iconic 
giant flower, Rafflesia. It is also the natural habitat of 
unique species of ferns and mosses. The lake is home 
to over 20 species of freshwater fish and five species 
of turtles. 

The forest reserve has been identified as an 
Environmentally Sensitive Area (Rank 1) under the 
Malaysian National Physical Plan and recognised by 

The tropical rainforest of 
Belum-Temenggor is believed 
to have been in existence for 
over 130 million years, making 
it one of the world’s oldest 
rainforests.

Three species of the Rafflesia are found in the rainforest of Belum-Temenggor. 

Birdlife International as an Important Bird 
Area. The Malaysian government has 
categorised the area as an essential water 
catchment area and part of the Central 
Forest Spine (an initiative of the federal 
government to link up four major forest 
complexes in Peninsular Malaysia with a 
network of ecological or green corridors 
to create one contiguous, forested wildlife 
sanctuary) and provides protection of 
the forest under the Malaysian National 
Forestry Act.

The Belum-Temenggor forest reserve is 
open the whole year through to both 
foreign and local visitors, including 
researchers. It can be accessed from Kuala 
Lumpur or George Town, Penang, by car 
or public transportation. 

For enquiries, please contact: 
Perak Forestry Department                          
Tel/fax: +605 5288100/5288101      
Hotline: 1-800-88-5776                     
Email: webjpnperak@forestry.gov.my. 
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The forest reserve is also home to the White-handed Gibbon.
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