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EDITORIAL

Malaysia played host to the 18th PEFC General 
Assembly and the PEFC Forest Certification 

Week in November (coverage on pages 2-4). 
During the opening, one pertinent point raised by 
the Malaysian Minister of Plantation Industries 
and Commodities is the fact that although eco 
labels or “green” initiatives have been useful 
in increasing public awareness on a product’s 
sustainability, the plethora of eco labels globally 
has raised serious questions on credibility. 
Ecolabel Index, the largest global directory of eco 
labels, is currently tracking 449 eco labels in 197 
countries and 25 industry sectors (and counting!). 
Included in this list are the forest and timber 
industries which are seeing an increasing number 
of certification schemes being established in 
various countries. No surprise then that selecting 
an eco label has become a highly complex and 
confusing process, mainly due to the lack of global 
consensus on the qualifying criteria. The fact 
that there is a thriving market on unauthorised 
issuances of genuine eco labels also proves that 
there is always room for abuse where money is to 
be made. Malaysia is not averse to eco labelling, 
but is strongly recommending that providers 
move towards consolidation and international 
recognition of labels, lest all invested efforts and 
resources go to naught.  Needless to say, before 
labels or initiatives even make an effort to stand 
out among the crowd through their well-funded 
(and perhaps celebrity-studded) communications 
programmes, they must have integrity at the heart 
of their operations.

MTC’s efforts to promote a more informed and 
wider use of timber were again demonstrated 
through its publication of Guidebook for Timber 
Doors in Malaysia. This 76-page soft cover 
guidebook provides comprehensive information 
about the different types of timber doors, their 
functions and operating systems. Launched by the 
Secretary-General of the Ministry of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities, Datin Paduka 

Nurmala Abdul Rahim, the guidebook provides 
practical guidelines on handling, installation, 
maintenance and troubleshooting to ensure the 
proper functioning of timber doors. Please see 
page 6 for our report on the event. Speaking of 
publications, the Council’s coffee-table book 
ReThink: A New Paradigm for Malaysian Timber, 
garnered yet another award for Best Technical 
Publication, from the Malaysia National Book 
Council Awards 2013.  For more information 
on the Guidebook for Timber Doors in Malaysia or 
ReThink: A New Paradigm for Malaysian Timber, 
please contact MTC’s Communications Division 
(comms@mtc.com.my).

MTC congratulates the Sarawak Timber Industry 
Development Corporation (STIDC) on the 
occasion of its fortieth anniversary celebration. The 
Council looks forward to continued collaboration 
with the STIDC to further the development of 
the Malaysian timber industry. Sarawak, with 
its large timber resource base and developing 
manufacturing infrastructure, holds plenty of 
potential to become Malaysia’s leading exporter of 
downstream timber products to achieve NATIP’s 
goal of RM53 billion of timber-based exports from 
Malaysia by the year 2020. See pages 8-9 for a 
report on STIDC’s 40th Anniversary celebrations. 

In this issue, we feature yet another world-class 
holiday resort graced by beautiful and durable 
Malaysian timbers: the Trou Aux Biches Resort 
and Spa, situated in the northwest coast of 
Mauritius. Chengal, Balau and Kempas are the 
preferred choice for beams, rafters, trusses, 
timber screens, doors and windows, flooring 
and decking at this award-winning paradise on 
earth. In FOR THE LOVE OF WOOD, get ready 
to metaphorically pack your bags and enjoy a 
showcase of Malaysian timbers being applied to 
good effect at the Trou Aux Biches (pages 20-29).

Happy reading!

The Editor

Dear Readers,

TIF 2nd Annual Dinner – Page 12. Photo credit: TEAM.

Legality and Sustainability Initiatives May Direct Timber to Other 
Markets – Pages 2–3. Photo credit: PEFC.
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Legality and Sustainability Initiatives 
May Direct Timber to Other Markets

Addressing the opening of the 18th edition of the 
General Assembly for the Programme for the 
Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) in 
Kuala Lumpur on 13 November 2013, Datuk Amar 
Douglas said the difficulties in understanding the 
different requirements demanded by certain 
markets are more acutely felt by the tropical 
countries who are often without adequate resource 
persons and limited finances to attend the 
numerous discussions and meetings to deliberate 
on the processes involved.

The Malaysian Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities, His Honourable Datuk 
Amar Douglas Uggah Embas, has lamented that the plethora of initiatives and programmes 

from importing countries, designed to assure the importance of timber and timber products being 
verified for legality and sustainability, has caused a great deal of confusion, especially among 
tropical timber producers.

“We must view the proliferation of initiatives, all of 
which are intended to achieve common objectives, 
with serious concern. The time has come for the 
various parties responsible for these initiatives to 
come together to consider some form of 
coordination and harmonisation. All of us must be 
concerned with the difficulties and confusion that 
tropical countries face in understanding, let alone 
implementing, the different systems for the 
different markets,” he said, cautioning that failure 
to address the situation could result in timber and 
timber products exports being diverted to other 
markets where such initiatives are non-existent. 

“Such unintended consequences will lead to 
business as usual and affect the implementation of 
sustainable forest management in the long term,” 
he added.

The initiatives that the Minister was referring to 
are the public procurement policies currently 
implemented by many developed countries, which 
demand that only timber that is certified as 
sustainable be used in public projects. There is also 
the enforcement of various legislation demanding 
that timber be verified legal, such as the 
implementation of the European Union Timber 
Regulation that came into force in March 2013 to 
prohibit illegally harvested timber from being 

Datuk Amar Douglas calls for coordination and harmonisation of such initiatives. Photo credit: PEFC.

MTC London Director, Sheam Satkuru-Granzella who is also  
PEFC Vice Chair, with Hans Drielsma, a PEFC Board Member,  
at the opening of the General Assembly. Photo credit: PEFC.
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The 18th PEFC General Assembly in session. Photo credit: PEFC.

placed on the EU market, the US Lacey Act that 
compels importers of timber products to undertake 
due care to purchase only legal timber products in 
compliance with the laws of the exporting country, 
and the Australian Illegal Logging Prohibition  
Bill 2012 that has also been introduced with  
similar objectives.

The Minister, meanwhile, congratulated and 
applauded the PEFC for the good work and the 
important role that it has taken in providing 
assistance to its members in developing national 
forest certification systems.

“Being an umbrella organisation that endorses 
national forest certification systems that have been 
developed collaboratively by interested 
stakeholders, tailored to local priorities and 
conditions, I am encouraged to note that a total of 
33 national certification systems, including the 
Malaysian Timber Certification Scheme (MTCS), 
have been endorsed by the PEFC,” he said, adding 
the fact that the membership of PEFC is growing 
rapidly is a testimony of its increasing acceptance 
and recognition worldwide.

As a PEFC-endorsed scheme, the MTCS has 
gained increasing international recognition for its 
verification of sustainability and is now accepted 
under the national timber procurement policies of 
Denmark, the United Kingdom, Germany, 
Finland, Belgium, Switzerland, France and New 
Zealand. The MTCS is also recognised by “green” 
building systems, not only in Malaysia, but also in 

Australia, Italy, Singapore, The Netherlands, the 
United Kingdom, United States of America, Japan, 
Canada and Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 

“This signals that the effort taken by the Malaysian 
Timber Certification Council (MTCC) in 
implementing the MTCS is indeed a step in the 
right direction for sustainable forest management,” 
said Datuk Amar Douglas, who also was delighted 
to note that the MTCC has been providing technical 
assistance to countries such as Myanmar, India and 
China pertaining the development of their national 
certification schemes under the PEFC framework.

Earlier, William Street Jr., PEFC Chairman, 
highlighted that PEFC’s unique, inclusive  
bottom-up approach is well suited to balancing the 
environmental, social and economic dimensions  
of sustainability. 

“We believe that the best way to achieve these goals 
is through an inclusive process that recognises that 
there is no single way forward for every forest type. 
We believe there is not even a best way applicable 
to all forests, but rather that the process of bottom 
up, stakeholder involvement that gives voice to 
those who rarely have an opportunity to be heard is 
the only way forward. Smallholders, native and 
indigenous populations, workers, women, minorities, 
as well as Fortune 500 multi-nation corporations 
and government land owners must all have a seat  
at the table where the decisions are made as to how 
to manage a specific forest,” he said. 
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PEFC Forest Certification Week 
in Malaysia

Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade 
(FLEGT), plantations and engaging small forest 
owners in certification were some of the many 
topics discussed and deliberated on by participants 
of the dialogue held on 15 November. A number  
of organisations took the opportunity to present 
their work and engage with stakeholders on key 
forestry-related issues.

Participants of the dialogue called on PEFC to 
increase the knowledge and, therefore, the demand 
for certified products in the ASEAN region. Many 
discussions turned back to the topic of legality, 
which according to one participant “is becoming 
the higher concern and sustainability is secondary”. 
Despite these challenges, “sustainability is the new 
normal in Asia”, said another participant. MTC 
London Director, Sheam Satkuru-Granzella, who is 
also the PEFC Council Vice Chair, concurred and 
encouraged participants to never give up on 
sustainable forest management and independent 
third party certification.

Following the European Forest Institute’s (EFI) 
side event on FLEGT & Certification – Identifying 
Synergies, Tom ter Horst of EFI’s EU FLEGT 
Facility in Asia highlighted, “we were surprised by 
the overwhelming interest and active discussion of 
participants on this topic, especially within the 
context of Malaysia and Indonesia. Standards, 
auditing and verification procedures were some  
of the areas identified where synergies could be 
strengthened but clearly more explorations is 
needed as we only scratched the surface.”

Malaysia played host to its first ever Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification 
(PEFC) Forest Certification Week, which also featured the 18th PEFC General Assembly 

and the PEFC Stakeholder Dialogue on Advancing Sustainable Timber Supply Chains in Asia, 
in Kuala Lumpur on 11 – 15 November 2013. 

Participants also exchanged experience and ideas 
to advance the uptake of PEFC Project Chain of 
Custody certification. Project certification is a 
mechanism whereby contractors and others 
involved in shorter-term projects are able to obtain 
Chain of Custody certification for the certified 
timber that they use. With a number of high profile 
building projects in the UK, Spain and Italy now 
possessing PEFC Project Chain of Custody 
certification, illustrative examples to inspire and 
encourage others were presented.  Participants 
considered ways to increase exposure to these 
projects and agreed that Project Chain of Custody 
certification needs to be promoted for future 
Olympic venue construction.

In a session focused on agroforestry and 
smallholder certification, PEFC partners from 
throughout Asia presented ongoing collaborative 
projects that are working to innovate solutions for 
expanding forest certification. Representatives 
from organisations in Vietnam, Malaysia and 
Thailand discussed why they need certification, 
what their challenges are and how they are working 
to develop approaches towards certification.  
The session underscored the massive contribution 
that trees outside of forests deliver to rural 
economies and the industrial forest sector alike, 
and called for forest certification systems to do 
more to support the certification of trees planted 
within a landscape matrix. 

“PEFC Forest Certification Week demonstrates  
the wide variety of stakeholder groups present in 
PEFC processes, with more than 300 people from 
very different backgrounds participating. We 
celebrate the diversity that such an approach 
empowers. We celebrate it as the output of a rich, 
diverse, multi-cultural process,” noted William 
Street Jr., PEFC Chairman. 

PEFC Chairman, William Street Jr. Photo credit: PEFC.

Some of the participants to the dialogue. Photo credit: PEFC.
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Another Award for ReThink: A New 
Paradigm for Malaysian Timber

ReThink, which aims to inspire architects and 
designers through designs and structures that  
have been injected with traditional elements or 
twenty-first century expressions, was earlier 
crowned at the National Library-RTM Book 
Awards 2013 as the “Book of the Year” as well as 
also acknowledged as the best book in the English 
Non-Fiction (Government) category.

The 216-page book invites readers to feast their 
eyes on stunning images of structures and interiors 
featuring Malaysian timber in properties such as 
private homes, luxury resorts, hotels and 
commercial spaces in Malaysia, Singapore and  
in some of the most heavenly resorts in Mauritius 
and the Maldives. 

Secretary-General of the Ministry of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities, Datin Paduka 
Nurmala Abdul Rahim congratulated the MTC 
publication team and all contributors to the 
award-winning book. 

MTC Acting CEO, Datuk Yeo Heng Hau, said 
winning the three awards was testament of the 
Council’s commitment towards producing high 
quality publications to educate, promote and 
generate awareness of Malaysian timber’s  
inherent qualities.

“I hope these wins will encourage a wider interest 
in the contents of the book by architects and 
designers, and interest them to experiment with 
Malaysian timber which is a highly versatile 
material to help unleash their design potential. 

MTC’s latest coffee table book, ReThink: A New Paradigm for Malaysian Timber, which explores 
the timeless beauty, appeal and durability of Malaysian timber has won yet another award 

- the National Book Council’s top pick for Best Technical Publication 2013. This was the third 
award given to ReThink since it was launched in October 2012. 

One for the album: Datin Paduka Nurmala (back row, sixth from left) with MTC Chairman, Datuk Aaron Ago Dagang,
and Datuk Yeo (on her left and right respectively) in a group photograph with everyone who made the production of Rethink possible.  

With timber’s versatility, the only limit is our 
imagination,” said Datuk Yeo.

Available at MPH and leading bookstores in 
Malaysia and Singapore, ReThink features a collection 
of architectural gems, beautifully captured on camera 
and presented in the book using predominantly 
Malaysian timber, not just in foreseen forms but 
also in seductive contours and configurations.  

National Book Council Award for Best Technical Publication 2013.

National Library-RTM Book Awards 2013.
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Datin Paduka Nurmala (right) launching the Guidebook for Timber 
Doors in Malaysia as Datuk Aaron (left) and Datuk Yeo look on.

MTC Launches Guidebook for Timber 
Doors in Malaysia

In reading the minister’s speech, Datin Paduka 
Nurmala expressed optimism that the new Guidebook 
for Timber Doors in Malaysia will prove to be a highly 
useful publication to enhance architects’, specifiers’ 
and consumers’ understanding of the various types of 
wooden doors produced in Malaysia.

Datin Paduka Nurmala commended MTC for 
also publishing many other guidebooks to further 
promote good understanding of the characteristics 
of Malaysian timbers. These guidebooks include 
the Architectural Use of Timber in Malaysia, On-
Site Identification of Some Common Timbers Used in 
Malaysia, Step-by-Step Guide to Specifying Timber, 
Properties of Popular Malaysian Timbers and Guidebook 
for Timber Flooring in Malaysia.

“I believe all these guidebooks play an important 
role in bridging the knowledge gap of builders and 
contractors on timber doors, and other timber-based 
components and building materials. This will further 
strengthen information dissemination on Malaysian 
timbers and their potential to a wider audience both 
locally and overseas,” she added.

The Guidebook for Timber Doors in Malaysia was 
published with valuable technical inputs from a 

renowned architect, Ar. Azman Md. Nor of Arkitek 
Azman Zainal, and George Yap from Weng Meng 
Industries Sdn Bhd, a major door manufacturer 
in Malaysia. Its presentation is enhanced with 
appropriate images of doors installed at houses 
and holiday resorts both locally and overseas, and 
includes information tables and illustrations. 

The contents are orderly presented in six chapters, 
as follows: 
• Know Your Timber Doors; 
• Types of Timber Doors; 
• Considerations on Design and Installation; 
• Order, Delivery and Storage; 
• Installation and Finishing; and 
• Troubleshooting Guide. 

The guidebook can be purchased from MTC at a 
retail price of RM70, and a student price of RM50 
per copy. Please contact Kuraibah Zakaria 
(kuraibah@mtc.com.my) or Mohamad Azmi Sarman 
(azmi@mtc.com.my) of MTC’s Communications 
Division if you wish to purchase the guidebook. 

T he Secretary-General of the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC), 
Datin Paduka Nurmala Abdul Rahim, launched MTC’s Guidebook for Timber Doors in 

Malaysia on 17 December 2013 in Kuala Lumpur. She was officiating the event on behalf of 
MPIC Minister, His Honourable, Datuk Amar Douglas Uggah Embas. Also present were MTC 
Chairman, Datuk Aaron Ago Dagang, and MTC Acting CEO, Datuk Yeo Heng Hau.



VOLUME 19-6   TIMBER MALAYSIA 7

NEWS

Malaysia Taps Asia’s Growing Wood 
Pellet Market

According to Rozario, Asia’s demand for pellets is 
estimated to grow to around 10 million tons a year 
by 2020. Presently, Malaysia’s pellet production is 
nearly 100,000 tons per year. Rozario is optimistic 
that the country’s annual pellet production can 
reach between five to seven million tons within  
five years’ time.

Pellet fuel, largely made of agriculture waste 
products, is fast gaining popularity as an 
alternative energy generator. Demand for energy 
pellets from South Korea, Japan and China is 
spiralling, and home-grown Malaysian companies 
are positioning themselves to corner this lucrative 
trade, which at present is dominated by pellet 
producers from the US and Europe.  

Malaysia’s well-established palm oil industry is 
robust enough to spur the sector. There are 450  
oil palm mills across the country and the industry 
generates about 80 million tons of solid biomass 
annually such as fronds, trunks, shells, fibres  
and empty fruit bunches, all by-products from  
the plantations.

“Look at the volume of biomass we have. We need to 
maximise the value we are going to generate from 
the biomass. Malaysia has the advantage in terms  
of logistics and competitive transportation cost, 

Malaysia aims to become Asia’s major producer of wood pellets, the demand for which is 
driven by renewable or “green” energy policies in South Korea, Japan and China. Mark 

Rozario, CEO of the national innovation agency, Agensi Inovasi Malaysia, said Malaysia has the 
potential to meet 70 per cent of total Asian wood pellet demand by the year 2020.

and we want to grab this opportunity. We already 
have 10 industry players, and with the 
establishment of the Pellet Association of Malaysia, 
the manufacturers will have a united stand on 
issues such as quality, pricing and volumes,” said 
Rozario who had earlier given a briefing on the 
National Biomass Strategy 2020 (NBS 2020) on 
9 October 2013 at Malaysia’s administrative  
capital of Putrajaya.

On the NBS 2020, the first version of which was 
published in November 2011, Rozario revealed  
that it is gaining traction as local pellet fuel 
manufacturers individually raked in an estimated 
RM20 million a year through supply contracts to 
foreign companies. This was an indication of the 
strategy’s success as manufacturers exported some 
50,000 tons of the resource annually.

“The activities in the NBS 2020 are set to create 
new biomass-based industries that could provide 
66,000 new jobs and an additional RM30 billion 
income per year to the economy by 2020. The second 
version of the strategy, launched in June 2013, 
provided an update on technology advances and 
industry movements locally and abroad. The updates, 
supported by recent facts and figures, are in line 
with its objective to cover all biomass types in 
Malaysia such as expanding its scope to include 
forestry and short-rotation crops biomass beyond 
the initial palm biomass,” he said.

Two Malaysian pellet manufacturers have signed  
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 
companies from Korea and China. The MoUs 
involved the supply of Malaysian biomass pellets 
from Detik Aturan Sdn Bhd and Global Green 
Synergy Sdn Bhd to Korean BC21 Co Ltd and 
Chinalight (GuangZhou) Import & Export 
Corporation from China, respectively. 

The deals, inked to meet the Chinese and Korean 
renewable energy targets, provided for Global 
Green Synergy to supply 5,000 tons of pellets 
monthly, starting October 2013, to their Chinese 
counterpart. Global Green Synergy would scale up 
exports to 20,000 tons by the first quarter of 2014. 
Similarly, Detik Aturan would be exporting  
20,000 tons monthly by mid-2014 to their South 
Korean counterpart. 

Rozario (inset) is optimistic that Malaysia’s annual pellet production 
can reach between five to seven million tons within five years’ time.
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40 Years On, STIDC Continues to 
Transform Sarawak’s Timber Sector

Speaking at STIDC’s 40th anniversary dinner held 
in Kuching on 11 December 2013, Sarawak’s 
Second Minister of Resource Planning and 
Environment, Datuk Amar Awang Tengah Ali 
Hasan, said the State’s timber industry has since 
advanced to become a major revenue earner on a 
sustainable basis that provides employment, 
transfer of technology and significant export 
receipts to the State.

“From a simple industry starting with logging and 
sawmilling as its main activities, the timber 
industry in Sarawak is now involved in secondary 
and further downstream processing activities. 
Using the state-of-the-art facilities, even wood 
residues are processed into value-added products 
such as medium density fibreboard, particleboard, 
charcoal briquettes, laminated veneer, and pulp 
and paper.

“Today, the industry contributes RM7.2 billion a 
year in foreign exchange earnings and employs 
more than 100,000 people,” said Datuk Amar 
Awang Tengah, who is also Chairman of STIDC. 
He attributed the timber industry’s success to the 
stewardship of the State’s Chief Minister, Tan Sri 
Abdul Taib Mahmud, who was also STIDC’s 
Chairman from March 1987 to May 2008.

Since the establishment of the Sarawak Timber Industry Development Corporation (STIDC) in 
1973,  the State Government has been determined to put its policies on the timber industry on 

the correct footing, emphasizing on downstream development and value-added products.

In terms of human resource development, STIDC 
has also been proactive and taken a leading role in 
facilitating training of timber industry personnel.  
In collaboration with institutions, various training 
programmes have been designed  to cater to the 
timber industry’s needs. 

Joining hands with a private entity, STIDC is also 
involved in developing acacia plantations for the 
pulp and paper industry. The State is expected to 
produce about one million air-dried tonnes of pulp 
by the year 2020 to further catalyse the growth of 
the paper sector and its supporting industries. 
Eventually, STIDC will also be venturing into 
mechanical pulp and paper production.

In conjunction with its 40th anniversary 
celebration, STIDC organised a furniture design 
competition to encourage local manufacturers, 
designers and even students from institutions of 
higher learning to participate and showcase their 
design based on the State’s timber resources. 
Winning designs with potential commercial value 
will be promoted to the export market through the 
Malaysian International Furniture Fair in March 
2014. This is part of STIDC’s bigger objective to 
spur the development of the state’s furniture 
manufacturing industry.

Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahmud (second from right) cutting the anniversary cake. On his immediate right is Datuk Amar Awang Tengah.  
Photo credit: STIDC.
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Clockwise from top: Aerial view of Tanjung Manis, Tanjung Manis Port and Tanjung Manis Airport. Photo credit: STIDC.

Other than timber related activities, STIDC also 
played a pivital role in the development of the 
Tanjung  Manis township after being tasked by  
the State Government to oversee its overall 
infrastructure development. Initially planned as a 
timber processing zone, Tanjung Manis was 
reconceptualised into a multi-sectoral hub when 
the global economic downturn of the 1990s took its 
toll on the timber industry. 

STIDC then began taking on other non-core 
business which include the development of the 
Tanjung Manis Halal Hub whilst being involved  
in managing and operating the township’s airport, 
sea port as well as the Palm Oil Industrial Cluster.  

The latter has strengthened the attractiveness of 
Tanjung Manis to foreign investors, and in this 
aspect, the biotech industries will also be another 
industry that has huge potential with the abundant 
resources available in the area. 

Going forward, the corporation aims to 
institutionalise all the various investments and 
business opportunities of STIDC and its group  
of companies to better facilitate investment 
prospects for the corporation. Despite its foray  
into non-timber activities, STIDC will continue  
to pursue the objectives of development of the 
timber industry in the state.  

“From the outset, the idea has always been to ensure that 
STIDC manages the timber industry in a sustainable manner 
and bring it to new levels of excellence. Hence, its core value  
is to ensure the utilisation of the natural assets of forests in a 
sustainable manner in the development of the economy and 
human resources.” – His Right Honourable Chief Minister of 
Sarawak, Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahmud [Source: STIDC’s  
40th Anniversary book entitled “40 Years and Moving On”]. 
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Conference Highlights Continued 
Multi-Sectoral Support for HoB

The HoB initiative is a voluntary, transboundary 
cooperation between the governments of Brunei, 
Indonesia and Malaysia. The vision of the initiative 
is to conserve and efficiently manage the rich 

Continued governmental, scientific, indigenous and civil society support for transboundary 
and landscape-scale initiatives that take a multi-sectoral approach, such as the Heart of 

Borneo (HoB) initiative, was highlighted during an international conference themed “Heart of 
Borneo’s Natural Capital: Unleashing their Potential for Sustainable Growth in Sabah” held in 
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah on 11 – 12 November 2013.

biodiversity within the 22 million hectares of 
contiguous tropical forests, namely highlands, 
foothills and lowland rainforests, that straddle  
the borders of these three countries on the island  
of Borneo.

The conference, attended by 1,000 participants, 
explored the future of the HoB, including a focus 
on reducing emissions from deforestration and 
forest degradation or REDD+; spatial planning  
to enhance conservation efforts; the role of non-
governmental organisations; training and capacity 
building; research needs; and communication.

The conference also highlighted the HoB’s natural 
capital and the efforts to further unleash their 
potential, including special focus on promoting 
economic activities that can be sustainably 
generated from natural capital. The aim was to 
identify and implement innovative ventures with 
responsible financing that could add economic and 
ecologic value to the HoB.

Various HoB conferences held in the past had 
deliberated on the protection of the HoB’s natural 
capital, their special link to climate change and 
their role in green economy development. The HoB 
2012 conference with the theme of “Shaping and 

Chief Minister of Sabah, His Right Honourable Datuk Musa Aman (left) 
officiating the opening of the conference. Looking on is the Director 
of Sabah Forestry Department, Datuk Sam Mannan. 
Photo credit: HoB Secretariat.

The conference also highlighted the HoB’s natural capital and the efforts to further unleash their potential, including special focus on promoting 
economic activities that can be sustainably generated from natural capital.



VOLUME 19-6   TIMBER MALAYSIA 11

NEWS

Datuk Musa briefing Tun Jeanna Abdullah, wife of former Prime Minister, Tun Abdullah Badawi, on the HoB. Photo credit: HoB Secretariat.

Nurturing Sabah’s Future Together” reviewed the 
progress achieved over the last five years since HoB 
was initiated and attempted to seek sustainable 
solutions beyond the forests in order to bring  
Sabah under sustainable pathways, which is key  
to conserve HoB. 

Various inputs and ideas were gathered from the 
2012 conference with promise of a revised Strategic 
Plan of Action to bring HoB into the millennium. 
It was also during that conference that the concept 
of Forever Sabah was introduced, as a 25-year 
solution to support Sabah’s transition to a 
diversified equitable green economy.

At the HoB 2013 conference, discussions on Forever 
Sabah evolved around seven main areas: forests; 
watersheds and communities; renewable energy; 
sustainable food and agriculture; waste water and 
soil; community tourism; and Forever Sabah 
institution. Interestingly, Forever Sabah, as an 
initiative in its early stages, was called on to move 
beyond the development stage to begin 
implementation on projects across its seven focus 
areas. Similarly, the HoB was largely congratulated 
for its progress so far, but was urged to better 
communicate its direct contribution to biodiversity 
and livelihoods.

The conference, organised by the Sabah Forestry 
Department, brought in key resource persons to 
speak on cutting edge issues and state-of-the-art 
solutions to further unleash the potential of HoB’s 
natural capital for sustainable growth. 

An exhibition was also set up to showcase relevant 
research work currently being undertaken in Sabah 
to increase better understanding of the potential of 
natural capital in the State.  
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TIF 2nd Annual Dinner

The TIF was formed by six national timber and 
furniture associations in Peninsular Malaysia as a 
platform to ensure the betterment of the industry.  
The associations are:

• Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber 
 and Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA)

• Malaysian Furniture Industry Council (MFIC)

• Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ 
 Association (MPMA)

• Malaysian Wood Industries Association (MWIA)

• Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery Council 
 (MWMJC)

• Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia 
 (TEAM)

In his address, Datuk Amar Douglas complimented 
the timber industry for its desire and commitment 
to work in unison through the formation of TIF. 
The minister was optimistic that the industry will 
continue to show total commitment towards 
delivering quality, certified and sustainable, and 
innovative products. In this regard, he urged the 

His Honourable, Datuk Amar Douglas Uggah Embas, the Minister of Plantation Industries 
and Commodities, graced the 2nd Annual Dinner of the Malaysian Timber Industry Forum 

Association (TIF) held on 14 November 2013 in Kuala Lumpur. Also present was Datin Paduka 
Nurmala Abdul Rahim, the ministry’s Secretary General, and representatives from various 
government agencies.

industry to transform and adapt to current internal 
and external environments by addressing issues 
such as timber legality requirements, and raw 
material and labour shortages, besides pursuing 
product design and innovation.

The Minister also applauded the signing of three 
MoUs between the Forest Research Institute 
Malaysia and MWIA, MFIC, PEKA and MPMA on 
product research and development. He emphasized 
the importance of such collaborations between the 
industry and various government as well as 
non-government agencies to enhance the development 
of the industry and move it up the value chain. 

Earlier, the President of TIF, Datuk Sheikh Othman 
Sheikh Rahman, in his welcoming remarks said 
that more work lies ahead for the TIF to spur the 
timber industry towards the objective of achieving 
RM53 billion in export earnings by the year 2020, 
as spelt out in the National Timber Industry Policy 
blueprint launched in 2009. In this regard, he 
stressed on the importance of involving the 
industry in the formulation of policies beneficial  
to the industry and nation. 

Datuk Amar Douglas and Datin Paduka Nurmala (fifth and sixth from left) with the signatories to the MoUs. Photo credit: TEAM. 

INDuSTRy fOCuS
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Batimat is one of the biggest shows in Europe for 
construction and building products, offering  

a great outreach to an international audience.  
The 2013 edition was staged on 4 – 8 November in 
Paris, France, and was participated by 2,526 
exhibitors and 353,632 visitors.

The main areas of the exhibition were Structure 
(building frame), Joinery & Fenestration, In & Out 
Fittings (including flooring), Worksite Equipment 
and Tools, and IT. The full spectrum of construction 
professions represented was contractors (38 per 
cent), specifiers (20 per cent), owners (7 per cent), 
merchants (15 per cent), manufacturers (13 per 
cent) and organisations (7 per cent).

France
Batimat 2013

MTC particpated and disseminated various 
informative materials, both in French and in 
English. MTC received 27 serious enquiries on 
products available from Malaysia, timber 
certification and MYTLAS, Malaysia’s timber 
legality assurance system. 

MTC’s booth at Batimat 2013.

MTC Chairman, Datuk Aaron Ago Dagang, 
led a delegation of 25 members from  

the Malaysian timber industry on a Resource  
and Business Mission to Indonesia on 9 – 13 
December 2013. 

The Malaysian participants, representing various 
sectors of the industry included sawmillers, 
exporters and manufacturers of products such as 
panels, BCJ and furniture components.

The Malaysian delegation visited 16 wood-based 
manufacturers in Surabaya as well as in Gresik and 

IndonesIa
Resource and Business Mission

Lumajang in East Java. The Indonesian companies 
visited include producers of timber flooring, 
sawntimber, fingerjoints, bare cores, lamination 
boards and garden furniture. 

The mission was successful in meeting its objective 
of enhancing collaboration between Malaysian 
wood product manufacturers and their Indonesian 
counterparts, as many business ventures are 
expected to materialise from the visit. 

Datuk Aaron (second from right) and other Malaysian delegates at one the sawmills visited.
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Visitors to the MTC booth.

The joint stand bearing the PEFC heading.

Germany
Spoga + Gafa 2013

UK
Timber Expo 2013

MTC participated in Spoga + Gafa 2013, which 
was held on 8-10 September in Cologne, 

Germany. The show covered five key sectors, 
namely, garden living, garden care, garden creation, 
garden unique and garden basic, and took up total 
floor space of 200,000sqm.

MTC jointly participated with PEFC UK and 
the North American Sustainable Forestry 

Initiative at the Timber Expo 2013 held in 
Birmingham, UK on 24 - 25 September 2013. The 
show attracted 175 exhibiting companies and 4,611 
visitors, with increased interest from overseas.

Besides MTC, several Malaysian garden furniture 
manufacturers also participated in the show. The 
vast majority of garden furniture on display by 
these Malaysian manufacturers comprised 
traditional Mixed Light Hardwood patio sets, 
loungers and bench seats. Tapping into the rustic 
trend, one company had on display a rustic table 
and bench set which was made of thick, solid 
sawntimber. One company also offered modular 
furniture that was available in smoked oak finish. 

In terms of exhibitors, the show attracted 1,817 
companies from 58 countries. It again recorded a 
high number of quality trade visitors where 75 per 
cent of the registered 36,800 trade visitors were 
involved in company procurement decisions. 

Spoga+Gafa is the most important garden 
furniture trade show in Europe. It attracts a large 
number of international visitors from all over the 
world and provides an excellent networking 
opportunity. 

As the stand was under the PEFC heading, most 
enquiries were related to the PEFC certification 
standards and the procedures on how to get 
certification along with the benefits, and finally,  
the endorsement that PEFC has on regional 
schemes such as the Malaysian Timber 
Certification Scheme (MTCS). 

Several enquiries related to information on 
Malaysian wood products as well as enquiries about 
the availability of certified timber products from 
Malaysia and the MTCS were received by MTC.

The show was the UK’s only exhibition focused  
on timber. Although it was only a small fair with 
mostly UK-based participation, MTC’s presence 
ensured that information on certified Malaysian 
timber products was readily available to the general 
public and/or architects and designers who 
attended the show. 
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Members of the Malaysian timber industry 
were briefed on the new formaldehyde 

regulations being proposed by the US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). Michael Hermens of 
APP Timber, the guest speaker, clarified that the 
new regulations cover composite wood products 
manufactured and imported into the USA. 

malaysIa
Briefing on New US Formaldehyde Emission Rules

Similar regulations regulating formaldehyde 
emissions from composite wood products have been 
administered by the California Air Resources 
Board (CARB) since 1 January 2009, and they only 
apply to products sold in California.

One of the major changes in the new regulations is 
that it will require all producers of composite wood 
products as well as manufacturers who use the 
panels in their products to be Third Party Certified 
and to perform quality control testing.

Participants from various sectors of the timber 
industry attended the briefing, which was organised 
by MTC and held at the MTC headquarters in 
Kuala Lumpur on 10 December 2013. The industry 
participants were invited to provide inputs for 
submission to the EPA before the new regulations 
were adopted. 

Michael briefing the participants on the new formaldehyde regulations.

Award-winning architect, Kenneth Yeh, of 
Sydney-based Marra + Yeh Architects, was the 

guest speaker of MTC’s final Timber Talk for the 
year 2013. Held on 17 December in Kuala Lumpur, 
the talk, entitled “Timber Specification for 
Architecture: Details and Experiences”, was 
attended by 76 participants comprising engineers, 
architects, specifiers, and architectural lecturers 
and students.

Based on the title theme, Kenneth shared with the 
participants the experiences of Marra + Yeh on 
specifying, procuring and detailing of wood in the 
building of their various architecture projects 
throughout North America, Australia and 
Southeast Asia. One of Marra + Yeh’s projects, 
Shelter@Rainforest, which was conceptualised as a 
zero-energy house and sited in the East Malaysian 
State of Sabah, won a commendation at the 
prestigious 2012 Architecture Review (AR) House 
Awards in London, standing out among nearly  
200 submissions. London-based journal, AR,  
is a leading critic of global architecture.

malaysIa
Talk on Timber Specification for Architecture

One of the salient points highlighted by Kenneth 
during his presentation was that when it comes to 
specifying and building with timber, concerted  
and sustained efforts by building professionals  
and suppliers are required to achieve a system  
that allows this material to be exploited to its 
fullest potential. 

Kenneth sharing his experiences on specifying, procuring and 
detailing of wood.  
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The Task Force members visiting a panel product factory in Shangdong. 

chIna
Task Force Market ResearchVisit

MTC’s Task Force for Panel Products 
conducted a Market Research Visit to China 

on 17 - 22 November 2013. The visit was led by 
Datuk Chua Hock Gee of the Malaysian Panel 
Products Manufacturers’ Association and 
participated by Peter Fitch and Mansor Abas who 
were representing the Malaysian MDF 
Manufacturers’ Association and Association of 
Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and Furniture 
Entrepreneurs, respectively. 

The itinerary included visits to manufacturers  
of panel products such as plywood, MDF, 
particleboard, LVL and OSB in Shangdong and 

Shanghai.  The delegation also visited a poplar 
plantation and various construction sites in 
Shangdong as well as the Furen Timber Market  
in Shanghai.

Besides providing in-depth information of the 
latest trends, developments and key success factors 
in the panel product industry in China, the visit 
also gave the industry members from Malaysia  
and China the opportunity to enhance cooperation 
and facilitate long-term collaboration in areas of 
mutual interest. 

At a panel product factory in Shanghai.
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The durability of timber is best illustrated by  
the Horyuji Temple in Nara, Japan, which is 
officially the world’s oldest wooden building. 
Dendrochronological studies of the wood show that 
it came from trees felled in AD 594. This is proof 
that timber, applied and maintained correctly,  
can in fact, outlast other materials such as steel  
and concrete.

Timber Imprisons Carbon

With increasing emphasis on eco-friendly 
construction concepts, there is, in turn, an increasing 
demand for resources that significantly reduce  
the carbon footprint of a building. As a building 
material that is renewable, carbon neutral and 
responsive to advanced engineering specifications, 
timber incorporated into a building’s design is one 
of the easiest ways to reduce a project’s environmental 

A Note to Architects, Builders and 
Specifiers: Timber is the Ultimate 
“Green” Construction Material
– By Datuk Yeo Heng Hau, MTC Acting CEO

Timber is often under-appreciated amongst members of the architectural, design and 
construction fraternity. This issue is further exacerbated by misconceptions that wood is not 

a sophisticated, eco-friendly, versatile or durable building material. This is far from the truth as 
timber is one of the world’s top performing construction materials.

impact, because timber is the only building material 
that stores atmospheric carbon. The facts speak  
for themselves:

• The carbon that is absorbed by trees in their 
 lifetime remains “imprisoned” in the wood;

• On average, a single tree is capable of “locking” 
 up to a whole tonne of carbon during its lifetime;

• When trees die and the wood rots, the absorbed 
 carbon will return to the air, in the form of CO2.

In short, by harvesting trees before they die of old 
age, we are able to lock up the carbon and prevent 
it from returning to the atmosphere. Timber also 
requires a lot less energy for processing compared 
to other building materials. For example, trees 
require 1.5 MJ/kg of energy to turn into timber 
building materials compared to 435 MJ/kg of 
energy needed to transform bauxite to aluminum.

Dendrochronological studies show that the wood used in the Horyuji Temple came from trees felled in AD 594.
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The Forté – speaks volumes for engineered timber construction’s viability. Photo credit: www.timberdesignandtechnology.com

Timber R&D Supports a Compelling Case

Developments and advancements in engineered 
wood products and in timber treatments (e.g., 
termite-resistance and fire-retardation) have 
presented more options for incorporating timber 
into one’s built environment. And in key areas such 
as acoustics, thermal performance and strength, 
timber is capable of not just fulfilling a wide range 
of technical specifications, but also providing 
solutions for both form and function that is not 
easily matched by other materials.

Timber also has a high strength-to-weight ratio, 
i.e., for the same strength required for a given 
structure; the weight of the timber material to be 

used can be as much as 16 times less than steel, or 
five times less than concrete. This is also the reason 
why Glulam or glue-laminated timber is often 
specified for large-span areas, enabling innovative 
pillar-less construction (including curved 
dimensions) for public projects like vehicular 
bridges, pavilions, Olympic stadiums and hospitals. 
In short, Glulam fulfils even the most demanding 
design, engineering and safety requirements. 
Since 2005, MTC has been spearheading efforts to 
introduce Glulam in Malaysia by encouraging 
collaborations between the private and public sectors, 
like the Malaysian Public Works Department.

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) research by 
renowned entities such as the UN’s FAO (2002),  
the UK Building Research Establishment (2002), 
the US Consortium for Research on Renewable 
Materials (2004) and the American Hardwood 
Export Council (2012) have all shown timber’s 
cradle-to-grave ecological quotient to be superior  
to that of steel, concrete and plastics. If similar 
LCA’s were conducted on other building materials, 
timber would definitely come out tops and win 
hands-down on many aspects of an LCA analysis.

Material

Energy required for 
conversion of raw 

material into usable 
building form (MJ/kg)

Bauxite ➞ 
Aluminum

435

Iron ore ➞ Steel 35

Trees ➞ Timber 
building materials

1.5
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The Centre Pompidou – Intricate layering of Glulam members forms its gridshell.

In the last century alone, timber has risen boldly and 
ingeniously to design and engineering expectations. 
Timber-based projects such as the Metropol Parasol 
(Spain), the Cutty Sark Pavilion (UK), the Centre 
Pompidou (France) and the Hannover Convention 
Centre (Germany) invigorate the imagination with 
their creative contours that not only turn heads, but 
also challenge the public’s preconceived notions 
about timber, and its infinite possibilities in 
enhancing man’s built-form experience. 

Going Vertical with Timber

Timber engineering research thus far has proven 
tall wooden buildings as lightweight, efficient 
structures with the potential to respond dynamically 
to turbulent wind load. The nine-storey Stadthaus 
Apartments in London and the ten-storey Forté in 
Melbourne use mainly Cross Laminated Timber 
(CLT) as load-bearing structures to prove that  
we can build vertically with timber without 
compromising on safety or cost requirements. 

CLT’s technical strength is similar to pre-cast 
concrete, but timber’s advantages lie in its lighter 
weight, thermal properties, and a production 
process that is a lot less CO2-emitting. CLT 
components are usually prefabricated, hence 
reducing construction time and cost. In short, CLT 
is a durable, strong, versatile, cost-effective and 
sustainable alternative to conventional structural 
materials. It is also natural and provides a warmer 
living experience that is appreciated by many.

It has been estimated that the current rate of 50% 
urbanisation in the modern world will reach 70% 
by 2040. Forward thinking urban architects are 
already developing blueprints for constructing 
timber high-rises, one of the most eco-friendly 
solutions for housing the earth’s growing population. 
Reason: it is the only building material that can be 

grown, requiring no special infrastructure apart 
from what nature readily provides – soil, water  
and the sun. 

Timber is En Vogue Forever

“Green” design that supports sustainable choices  
is increasingly becoming a pre-requisite for 
modern-day construction. This aspiration has also 
gained traction in Malaysia. Malaysia has achieved 
significant economic growth in the last 30 years, 
but thanks to its strong sustainable forestry 
management policies, 56% of its land area is still 
covered with natural forest. Trees grow quickly in 
the sunny and rain-blessed Malaysian climate,  
and forest species are being re-planted continuously 
to provide not just ecological services of absorbing 
CO2, but also to support the nation’s socio-economic 
activities. Under its Forest Plantation Development 
Programme, Malaysia is also in the process of 
establishing 375,000 ha of fast-growing forest 
plantations by the year 2020 to supplement the 
country’s raw material needs.

One of MTC’s objectives is to encourage architects, 
builders and specifiers to confidently embrace 
timber as a durable, flexible, sustainable and 
eco-friendly construction material from a 
renewable resource.

As a building material, once timber’s technical 
properties are properly understood, it is only a 
matter of imagination for it to exceed one’s design 
and performance expectations. There will always 
be a timber species to suit any design. Timber is 
also aesthetically beautiful, durable, warm, 
eco-friendly and natural. For as long as there  
is a human need for the built form, timber will 
continue to amaze with its capacity to inspire and 
perform on so many exciting levels. 

SPOTLIGHT

...in key areas such as acoustics, thermal 
performance and strength, timber is capable of 
not just fulfilling a wide range of technical 
specifications, but also providing solutions for 
both form and function that is not easily 
matched by other materials.
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An interesting two-tiered roof is the first creative architectural design that “greets” the guests as they drive up the road leading to the resort’s entry portico.
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Trou Aux Biches Resort & Spa 
Architecturally Reinvented with Emphasis on 
Tropical Elegance, Modernity and Comfort
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Situated on one of the best-sheltered 
stretches of sandy beach in the northwest 
coast of Mauritius, the Trou Aux Biches 
Resort & Spa is a serene tropical village-
style five-star luxury hotel. It reopened its 
doors in 2011 after a major rebuild that 
incorporates a shady palm grove with many 
open-sided buildings under traditional 
Mauritian thatch. A mixture of the 
vernacular and a touch of Southeast Asian 
influence inspired its architecture.

An interesting two-tiered roof is the first creative 
architectural design that “greets” the guests as they 
drive up the road leading to the resort’s entry portico. 
The upper roof is thatched while the lower one is 
shingled and slopes almost to the ground with a 
central triangular opening that floats over and 
frames an oval pool. The triangular opening is a 
clever feature that beautifully frames a sneak 
preview of what lies beyond.

The hotel reopened its doors in 2011 after a major rebuild that incorporates a shady palm grove with many open-sided buildings under 
traditional Mauritian thatch. 

High-pitched timber rafters above the reception area.
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Timber roof trusses and pre-cast concrete columns frame the view from the main lobby towards the garden.
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Balau decking outside the Mahiya Restaurant is often used for al fresco dining.
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The spacious public areas such as the reception 
lobby, lounges and the resort’s six specialty 
restaurants are of precast concrete columns and 
beams while the high-pitched rafters are supported 
on hammer posts and beams interspersed with 
king trusses of Malaysian Kempas. The floors are 
made of balau strips while interior woodworks such 
as timber screens, doors and windows, and 
furniture are of Teak. 

One of the restaurants, the Mahiya Restaurant, 
incorporates architecture and interior design that 
evoke the grandeur of the palaces of the Indian 
Maharajas. Intricately carved timber arches 
framing the doors and windows temper the 
fortress-like masonry walls. The finely decorated 
central dome is reminiscent of the stupa of Indian 
temples. Latticed timber door frames coupled with 
carved brackets is a further hint of the Indian 
influence in the design of the restaurant. Malaysian 
balau decking leads to both the al fresco dining 
area and the main restaurant, the L’Oasis. Timber 
bollards in the shape of rectangular pyramids 
conceal ambient lighting to softly illuminate the 
edges of the decking at night.

Wood, bamboo and parquet flooring combined with natural shades create a modern 
yet convivial interior in the Blue Ginger Restaurant.
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A short walk across the wooden deck leads to the 
Blue Ginger Restaurant, where guests will find 
themselves immersed in Thai culture. The décor 
was given special attention, with the restaurant 
evoking a traditional pagoda decorated with the 
“cho fa”, a distinctive element of Thai architecture. 
It also has a lovely setting infused with a Zen 
atmosphere. Wood, bamboo and parquet flooring 
combined with natural shades create a modern yet 
convivial interior.  

Located at one edge of the property sits La Caravelle, 
another elegant restaurant with its sea-facing side 
bordered by a large wooden promenade and on the 
other by cool reflecting ponds. The restaurant spots 
a large shingled roof and a design that blends 
indoor and outdoor spaces, with the spacious 
interior leading out seamlessly onto a large 
open-air terrace. Across the ponds, a lovely gazebo 
has been built to host private dinners.

For accommodation, the resort boasts more than 
300 lavish chalet-style suites and villas located over 
35 hectares of tropical gardens, making it one of the 
largest and most luxurious in Mauritius. The suites 
are arranged in six crescent formats, each of which 
encompasses a pool, while the villas are tucked 
away among the lush tropical gardens. All the villas 
have private pools, which are surrounded by balau 
decking, a recurrent feature throughout the resort.

Likewise, balau decks stretching over cool reflective 
ponds, lead guests to the heart of the resort’s spa. 
An expansive balau deck on one side borders a 
beautiful pool that occupies the centre of the facility. 
Another wing of the spa consists of 13 rustic cabins 
in timber and thatch, and are linked by pathways 
shaded beneath wooden pergolas swathed in 
climbing shrubs. Comfortable wooden loungers are 
set in the shade of frangipane trees for guests to 
relax after their treatment.

All the villas have private pools, which are surrounded by balau decking.

A lovely gazebo, across the ponds from the La Caravelle Restaurant, has been built to host private dinners.
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The Trou Aux Biches Resort and Spa and 
many more luxury resorts enhanced by the  
use of Malaysian timber are featured in  
MTC’s award-winning book “ReThink:  
A New Paradigm for Malaysian Timber”. 
Co-published with MPH and available at 
MPH and leading bookstores in Malaysia  
and Singapore, the book showcases 
breathtaking projects in Malaysia, Singapore, 
Mauritius and the Maldives. Please email:  
Mr. Andrew Kong (andrew@mtc.com.my) or  
Ms. Kuraibah Zakaria (kuraibah@mtc.com.my) 
if you wish to purchase a copy from us. 

All in all, be it for the roof shingles and trusses, 
joinery works, gazebos and pergolas, indoor and 
outdoor furniture, timber screens, or decking and 
flooring, the judicious use of timber, most of which 
originate from Malaysia’s sustainably managed 
forests, serves to enhance every guest’s enlightening 
tropical experience at the Trou Aux Biches  
Resort & Spa. 

Balau decks, stretching over cool reflective ponds, lead guests to the 
heart of the resort’s spa.
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The judicious use of timber serves to enhance every guest’s enlightening experience at the resort.

One of the spa’s 13 rustic cabins in timber and thatch. 
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ITTC
49th Session, Gabon

During deliberations on the draft report on 
Analysis of the Economic Impact of Governmental 
Procurement Policies on Tropical Timber Markets, 
Malaysia requested for more time to study the draft 
report as it was only made available at end-October 
2013. By consensus, it was decided that feedback  
on the draft report be submitted to the ITTO 
Secretariat by end-February 2014.

The Session also hosted several side events covering 
a range of topics on sustainable forestry, such as 
timber species identification and timber tracking 
systems in Africa using DNA fingerprinting and 
stable isotopes, Forest Stewardship Council timber 
certification, and smallholder and community forest 
enterprises in today’s context. Also taking place was 
the ITTO’s Annual Market Discussion 2013 themed 
Trade Approached to Meeting Market Demand for 
Legality, which was held in the Joint Session of  
all Committees. 

One of the salient points highlighted during the 
Annual Market Discussion was that the cost of 
certification is high and has to be passed on to the 
consumers. However, consumers are generally not 
willing to pay a higher price for a certified timber 
product, which serves the same purpose as the 
uncertified ones. Hence, certified or verified timber 
does not actually get the competitive edge in the 
open market, the discussion noted. 

At the conclusion of the discussion, the Trade 
Advisory Group made a statement expressing 
serious concern that the ITTO has deviated from 
addressing issues confronting tropical timber but 
has instead delved into other subject matters such 
as climate change and REDD+, for which other 
UN bodies have been established to address.  
The TAG, as such, urged the ITTO to return to its 
original mandate.

At its concluding meeting, the Council elected  
Mr. Rob Busink (the Netherlands) as its Chairman 
for 2014 and Datuk Dr. Freezailah Che Yeom 
(Malaysia) as Vice Chairman. If tradition is 
followed, the latter will be the Council’s Chairman 
in 2015 when ITTC 51 will be held. Malaysia has 
offered to host ITTC 51. 

The 49th Session of the International Tropical Timber Council (ITTC 49) held in Libreville, 
Gabon on 25 - 30 November 2013 was officially opened by His Excellency, Mr. Raymond 

Ndong Sima, the Prime Minister and Head of State of Gabon. In his opening speech Mr. Ndong 
Sima highlighted the host country’s vision to become a world leader in certified tropical timber 
by the year 2025 as well as acknowledged the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) 
for its support in establishing the first community forest in Gabon.

Other dignitaries who also participated during the 
opening ceremony included Mr. Josue Trinidad 
Suazo Bulnes (Honduras), who is Chair of the 
Council, and Mr. Emmanuel Ze Meka, the 
Executive Director of ITTO. Mr. Suazo Bulnes 
highlighted the ratification of the International 
Tropical Timber Agreement, 2006 by Colombia and 
Brazil, as well as the accession of Costa Rica as a 
new member of the ITTO, the total membership of 
which now stands at a record 67. Mr. Ze Meka 
stressed on the on-going work being carried out by 
the ITTO including the promotion of intra-African 
trade of tropical timber and timber products, the 
sustainable management of protected forest areas in 
the Congo Basin, and reporting capabilities of 
Congo Basin countries on forest-related indicators.

Malaysia, represented by a nine-member delegation 
led by Datuk Kamaruzaman Husain, the 
Undersecretary (Timber, Kenaf and Tobacco 
Division) of the Ministry of Plantation Industries 
and Commodities, participated actively in the 
discussions during the Session, particularly in 
relation to key issues such as the revised and 
existing Principles and Guidelines for the 
Sustainable Management of Natural Tropical Forest. 
ITTC 49 passed the revised guidelines and voided 
the existing guidelines, a decision which Malaysia 
had opposed on the basis that the revised guidelines 
were found to be very stringent beyond the 
requirements for certification for sustainability or 
verification for legality.

GLOBAL COMMuNITy

Mr. Ndong Sima (third from left) officiating the opening of ITTC 49.
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Conserving North Selangor Peat 
Swamp Forest

Covering about 76,000 hectares, the NSPSF is the 
largest contiguous area of peat swamp forest on the 
west coast of Peninsular Malaysia. Among the 
known biodiversity found in the NSPSF are:

• 107 tree species, most of which are peat swamp  
 species with restricted distribution;

• rare and endangered mammals such as the 
 Sun Bear, Clouded Leopard, Tapir and 
 False Gharial;

• 173 species of birds, of which 145 are breeding 
 residents, including endangered species such as 
 hornbills and the Short Toed Coucal; and

• over 100 species of fishes including six endemics 
 and 50 species restricted to black water rivers.

An expedition, organised between May and July 
2013 by the State Government, brought together 
Malaysia’s scientists, naturalists and other interest 
groups to explore and conduct field research in the 
NSPSF, in order to develop a better understanding 
of the state of biodiversity in this habitat. 

In addition, the expedition was also meant to increase 
public awareness of the unique beauty and global 
importance of the NSPSF, as well as the challenges 
faced in conserving this critical ecosystem.

The Selangor State Government, through the Selangor State Forestry Department, has since 
2001 taken several major initiatives to rehabilitate and strengthen the protection of the North 

Selangor Peat Swamp Forest (NSPSF). These include removing illegal agriculture activities, 
blocking drainage ditches to increase the water table height as well as replanting of forest trees.

The new Integrated Management Plan for NSPSF will include enhanced rehabilitation efforts and eco-tourism initiatives involving local communities.

The findings from the expedition formed the 
scientific basis that will guide the formulation of a 
new NSPSF Integrated Management Plan and the 
State Action Plan for Peatlands, replacing the 
previous Integrated Management Plan, which 
ended in 2010. The new Integrated Management 
Plan will be implemented over a decade starting 
from 2014, and will include enhanced rehabilitation 
efforts and eco-tourism initiatives involving local 
communities. Also in the pipeline are fire 
prevention and mitigation plans for the area. 

fLORA AND fAuNA

Among the known biodiversity found in the NSPSF are 173 species of 
birds, of which 145 are breeding residents.



Maliau Basin to Stay Untouched for a 
Further Half-Century

State-owned Sabah Foundation’s General Manager 
of Conservation and Environmental Management, 
Dr. Waidi Simun, said the ban on unauthorised 
entry into the Maliau Basin will remain in force 
under the second Maliau Basin Strategic Area 
Management Plan (MBSAMP), which will run 
from 2014 to 2023.

“This area will remain out of bounds to anyone, 
including our rangers, for the next 50 years. It is 
part of our commitment to allow future generations 
to study an area totally untouched by man,”  
Dr. Waidi said, adding that the first 10-year 
MBSAMP was implemented from 2003 to 2012.

Under the first plan, a Maliau Basin Studies Centre 
was set up at the southeast edge of the basin for 
research, conservation, education and eco-tourism 
purposes. Various international and local 
organisations have helped to build satellite camps, 
trail and bridge construction, observation towers, a 
Maliau skybridge, and a reception and information 
building for the centre. 

The Maliau Basin Conservation Area, Sabah’s “Lost World” oft described as “Jurassic Park 
sans dinosaurs”, will remain untouched for another 50 years. This commitment was renewed 

under a second 10-year strategic management plan for the sprawling 20,000-hectare conservation 
area in Tawau, Sabah.

The Maliau Basin contains an unusual assemblage of 12 forest types. Efforts are underway to nominate the area as a World Heritage Site.

Under the second plan, more intensive research in 
the area will be carried out, as the first plan had 
focused on auditing the area and placing basic 
infrastructure facilities. 

The Maliau Basin Conservation Area represents a 
geological catchment surrounding the Maliau River. 
Located around the center of Sabah in the 
Sandakan Division, it was designated as a 
conservation area by the Sabah Foundation in 1981. 
Later in 1997, the Sabah State Assembly gazetted 
the Basin as a “Protection Forest Reserve (Class I)”. 

The Maliau Basin contains an unusual assemblage 
of 12 forest types, comprising mainly lower 
montane forest dominated by majestic Agathis 
trees, rare montane heath forest, and lowland and 
hill dipterocarp forest. The region also features 
Mount Lotung (1,667 metres), Maliau Falls and 
Lake Linumunsut. Efforts are underway to 
nominate the area as a World Heritage Site. 

VOLUME 19-6   TIMBER MALAYSIA 33

fLORA AND fAuNA



TIMBER MALAYSIA   VOLUME 19-634

Volunteering for a 
“Green” Cause

As part of the company’s efforts towards giving 
back to the environment, General Electric 

(GE) recently organised a tree-planting event, 
which was participated by 40 employees together 
with their family members. The event was a joint 
effort with the Selangor Forestry Department 
(SFD) and the Kota Damansara Community Forest 
Society (KDCF Society).

The activity was organised in recognition of the 
importance of conservation and to enhance the 
spirit of volunteerism among GE employees 
through the company’s GE Volunteers programme. 
Through the programme, the employees share their 
time and skills to build stronger communities in 
the areas of education, environment and healthcare. 

During the event, a total of 290 saplings of the 
Meranti and Kapur species were planted to 
rehabilitate an area of the Kota Damansara 
Community Forest Reserve near Rimba Riang  
in Section 9, Selangor. The saplings were provided 
by SFD. Ten SFD staff and KDCF Society 
representatives were present to facilitate the 
tree-planting event.

In appreciation of KDCF participation in the event, 
GE has provided the society a small administrative 
grant for the construction of two new forest trails 
in Kota Damansara. Work on the two trails is 
scheduled to start in January 2014. 

Participants carrying out the tree-planting.

A historic feat for UiTM.

Varsity Plants its 
Way into Malaysia 
Book of Records
Mara Technology University (UiTM) “planted” 

its way into the Malaysia Book of Records 
when all of the university’s 13 campuses throughout 
the country concurrently carried out a tree-planting 
event on 3 November 2013. The event was 
organised in collaboration with a non-profit 
organisation, Landskap Malaysia.

Themed “Going Green UiTM 2013”, the event saw 
2,013 Meranti Bukit (Shorea platyclados) tree 
saplings planted. It has been listed in the Malaysia 
Book of Records as the largest tree-planting activity 
ever held in the country. The number of Meranti 
Bukit saplings planted was a reference to the year 
2013 as well as also being symbolic of all 13 UiTM 
campuses that took part.

President of Landskap Malaysia, Tun Jeanne 
Abdullah, said the activity was in support of the 
Government’s effort to create a comfortable, 
healthy and conducive environment, particularly  
in ensuring the preservation of forest tree species 
for the benefit of future generations. This effort, 
she added, was important in building a sense of 
responsibility amongst youth towards conserving 
Mother Nature. 

Also present was former Prime Minister, Tun 
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, who is also the advisor to 
Lanskap Malaysia, as well as UiTM Vice Chancellor, 
Professor Tan Sri Dr. Sahol Hamid Abu Bakar. 

LET’S GO ECO!
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Senheng Chips  
in to Reforest 
Bukit Piton

One of Malaysia’s leading electrical products 
chain store, Senheng Electric, has joined the 

growing chorus of environment-conscious local 
corporate organisations in contributing towards  
a “greener” Malaysia. Senheng has pledged to 
reforest 46 hectares of Bukit Piton, which is part  
of the Ulu Segama Malua Forest Reserve in Lahad 
Datu, Sabah.

Bukit Piton was once home to many orang utans.  
In 1983, the El Nino drought, which saw some 
12,000 hectares razed, left detrimental effects on 
the habitat. The results of an aerial and ground 
survey conducted in 2006 found that the orang utan 
population in Bukit Piton was between 130 to 220.

Joining hands with World Wide Fund for Nature 
Malaysia (WWF Malaysia), 20 employees and 
associates of Senheng planted 200 tree saplings 
comprising 30 tree species including fruit trees in 
Bukit Piton under its “Plant-A-Tree” programme. 
The Managing Director of Senheng, KH Lim sees 
the company’s contribution as a worthy cause 
towards this three-year partnership to reforest the 
forest area. 

WWF Malaysia’s Forest Restoration Manager, 
Ferdinand Lobinsiu, informed that seeds of trees 
that grow on the edge of the forest reserve were 
collected and planted in a nursery. After six to  
12 months, the seedlings were ready to be planted 
in the forest. The fruit trees planted were meant to 
attract more orang utans and other wildlife to 
return to Bukit Piton. 

Staff and associates of Senheng planting the tree saplings.

Some of the students having fun while carrying out the noble task.

Students’ Day 
Out to Plant 
Mangroves
A group of 150 students took time off from their 

studies and journeyed to the coastal shoreline 
of Pulau Klang Forest Reserve in Klang, Selangor 
to plant 2,000 Bakau Kurap (Rhizophora mucronata) 
mangrove saplings recently. The event, organised 
under the ‘Friends of Mangrove’ programme was put 
together by Institute of Foresters Malaysia (IRIM).

IRIM President, Haron Abu Hasan, said the 
programme was good for students to learn about 
the environment and planting of trees. It helps 
students appreciate the environment and stay 
committed in championing the conservation of the 
environment, he said, adding that he was delighted 
to see the students having so much fun while carrying 
out the noble task. 

Project Director, Mohd. Yussainy Md Yusop,  
who is also IRIM’s Honorary Secretary, said the 
programme has been carried out annually and is 
supported by the Natural Resources and Environment 
Ministry and the Forestry Department of Peninsular 
Malaysia. He informed that the planting of mangrove 
saplings and other tree species along coastlines 
started in 2005, after the “Asian tsunami” of 
December 2004.

“This incident has proven that coastal forests play 
an important role as a natural embankment. In areas 
where a layer of natural forest existed, the damage 
to those areas were much lower compared to areas 
facing the open sea,” he explained, adding that up 
to end of 2012, more than six million trees have 
been planted over 2,393 hectares along coastlines  
in various parts of the country. 

LET’S GO ECO!
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Kubah National Park is exceptionally 
rich in plant life and houses more than 

100 species of palms in an area of just over 
22 square kilometers, hence its moniker the 
“World of Palms”. Kubah’s palms are also 
historically and ecologically important. Many 
of Kubah’s palms were first described by the 
great Italian botanist Odoardo Beccari  
(1843–1920), who spent three years in Sarawak 
and recorded his findings and experiences in 
a book entitled, Wanderings in the Great Forests 
of Borneo. The park was established in 1989 
and opened its doors to the public in 1995.

Visiting the waterfalls at Kubah is among an interesting range of activities for visitors to the park.

waterfalls and bathing areas. The forest is of mixed 
dipterocarp type, with small areas of scrub forest 
and isolated patches of kerangas, a special type of 
tropical moist forest. The rich forest, the park’s 
proximity to the coastline of southwest Sarawak and 
its general terrain all ensure that Kubah is home to a 
variety of wildlife including bearded pigs, 50-plus 
bird species such as the argus phesants and black 
hornbill), sambar deer, mouse deer, civets, 
porcupines, squirrels and numerous species of 
amphibians and reptiles.

For the more adventurous, an interesting range of 
treks and forest walks, from the gentle to the 
downright arduous, await. Some of the park’s jungle 
trails begin on the Gunung (Mount) Serapi Road, a 
sealed track that starts at the park headquarters and 
leads to a telecommunications tower at the summit  
of Gunung Serapi, one of three mountains located 
within the park. The main trail passes through mixed 
dipterocarp forest and joins up with other trails, 
giving visitors the option of continuing on into the 
forest, visiting the waterfalls or returning along the 
Gunung Serapi Road to the park headquarters.

The other two mountains located in the park are 
Gunung Selang and Gunung Sendok. All three 
peaks are clearly visible from the capital city of 
Kuching, situated only 22 kilometres away. With its 
strategic location and easy access, Kubah National 
Park is not only the most visible but also one of the 
most accessible of Sarawak’s national parks. 

Apart from its rich plant life, Kubah National Park 
is also home to the world’s smallest frog, the 
Michrohyla nepenthicola. Also known as the Matang 
narrow-mouth frog, it is a small forest-floor species, 
associated with pitcher plants. While this tiny frog 
attracts overnight visitors on frog hunts, day-trippers 
can enjoy the southern part of the park where the 
Matang Wildlife Centre is located. The centre 
houses endangered wildlife, especially young orang 
utans that have been either orphaned or rescued 
from captivity. Here, the orang utans are taught how 
to survive in the wild.

Kubah also has many other attractions such as its 
spectacular primary rainforest, rich selection of 
orchids and ferns, crystal clear jungle streams, and 

Kubah National Park, 
Sarawak
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GETTING THERE

Kubah is located southwest of Kuching city. Bus 
No. 11 of the Matang Transport Company departs 
from outside the Saujana Car Park in Kuching 
(check with Visitor Information Centre in Kuching 
for daily bus schedules). Taxis can also be 
chartered for the 40-minute ride to the park. A 
number of travel operators in Kuching also run 
guided tours to the park.

REGISTRATION & ENTRY FEES

There is a nominal entry fee for all National Parks 
in Sarawak. Day trippers to Kubah can obtain a 
permit and pay the fees at the park headquarters or 
at the gate of the nearby Matang Wildlife Centre. 
No prior entry registration is required except for 
carrying out professional filming, which should be 
arranged in advance with the National Parks 
Booking Office in Kuching.

ACCOMMODATION

The park headquarters has five large two-bedroom 
bungalows, 10-bedded rest houses and a 12-bed 
hostel, all adequately equipped with, among other 
things, air-conditioners and kitchen facilities. The 
nearby Matang Wildlife Centre offers chalets and a 
“longhouse” with eight hostel-type rooms 
containing four beds each. Please contact the 
National Parks Booking Office in Kuching for the 
latest room rates.

TIPS

Carry enough water, a change of clothing, a small 
towel, insect repellent and a poncho.

Discover the “World of Palms” at Kubah National Park.
Photo credit: Sarawak Forestry.

The peak of Gunung Serapi, one of three mountains located within 
the park. Photo credit: Sarawak Forestry.

The Matang narrow-mouth frog.

AT ONE WITH NATuRE

FURTHER INFORMATION

Sarawak Forestry

Lot 218, KCLD, Jalan Tapang,  
Kota Sentosa, 93250 Kuching,  
Sarawak, Malaysia.

Tel: (+6) 082 610 088  
Fax: (+6) 082 610 099  
Toll free line: 1 800 88 2526 
Website: www.sarawakforestry.com  
Email: info@sarawakforestry.com

Kubah National Park

Tel: (+6) 082 845 033 




