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Editorial
Dear Readers,
With a new tagline of “ENGAGE, CONNECT and GROW”, MTC
launched the celebration of its Silver Jubilee in January this year.
Established on 10 January 1992, the Council is entrusted with the
task of promoting the development and growth of the timber
industry in Malaysia. Working hand in glove with all our stakeholders
over the past 25 years, no single task or challenge was too difficult
to surmount. As the celebration continues, MTC remains mindful of
its commitment to strive for greater achievements in its efforts to
serve the interest of the Malaysian timber industry. Turn to pages
4-5 for a read on MTC’s 25th Anniversary Dinner, which was the
highlight of the Silver Jubilee celebration.
The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities, The Hon.
Datuk Seri Mah Siew Keong, has consented to revise Malaysia’s
annual wood-based exports to between RM25-30 billion up to the
year 2020. Originally set at RM53 billion in the National Timber
Industry Policy (NATIP), the new export target figures were
among the recommendations from a two-day NATIP REVISIT
2017 consultative workshop, which was participated by all relevant
agencies and organisations in the timber industry. Given the many
factors affecting the timber industry of late, the revision was
deemed necessary and realistic. See page 6 for an insight of The
Hon. Minister’s strategies for the industry to achieve the revised
export target over the next three years.
Under SPOTLIGHT, we present the winning entries of the prestigious
Malaysian Wood Awards (MWA) 2017, which were announced
during MTC’s Silver Jubilee celebration dinner. The inaugural MWA
2017, organised by MTC in collaboration with the Malaysian Institute
of Architects, acknowledges deserving architects, owners and
developers for building structures with timber as well as rewards
architecture students for designing with timber. The Awards also
aims to encourage a wider use of timber and revive the build-withtimber culture in the country. To find out who the winners are and
get a glimpse of their award-winning works, see pages 20-29.
In this issue, we aptly showcase one of the winners of the MWA –
Rumah Haji Wan Su, named after its original owner, Haji Wan Su
Abdul Rahman. Located in Kampung Losong, Kuala Terengganu,
Rumah Haji Wan Su consists of two houses, namely, Rumah Bujang
Berpeleh Kembar Tiga and Rumah Limas Belanda. Malaysian heavy
hardwood, Chengal, was used predominantly in building the two
houses, in the 1890s and 1940s, respectively. The houses, which
have stood the test of time and perils of war, were acquired by the
Terengganu state museum authorities for heritage purposes. For a
visual tour of the houses, turn to pages 30-33.
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Datuk Seri Mah addressing the dinner guests.

MTC celebrates
Silver Jubilee
M

TC celebrated its 25th anniversary on 26 July 2017 as it
reflected on its monumental milestones since its inception on 10
January 1992. Held at a hotel in Kuala Lumpur, the anniversary
celebration was graced by the Minister of Plantation Industries
and Commodities, The Hon. Datuk Seri Mah Siew Keong. Also
present were Deputy Minister of Plantation Industries and
Commodities, The Hon. Datuk Datu Nasrun Datu Mansur, MTC
Chairman Datuk Gooi Hoe Hin, Deputy Secretary-General of
the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities Zurinah
Pawanteh and MTC CEO Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik as well as
prominent guests and members of the timber industry.
The event started with the launch of MTC’s 25th anniversary
book entitled “1992-2017: 25 Years of Growth and Sustainability”,
followed by the screening of MTC’s new corporate video and
the prize-giving ceremony for the inaugural Malaysian Wood
Awards (MWA) 2017.
Speaking at the event, Datuk Seri Mah complimented the timber
industry for being one of the major contributors to the nation’s
export earnings, recording between RM20 billion and RM22
billion in revenue annually over the past 10 years.

“Malaysia’s timber and timber product exports rose 6.76 per cent
to RM9.75 billion in the first five months of this year compared
with the same period a year ago. This proves the significance of
the timber industry as a consistent contributor to the nation’s
earnings. We hope that by the end of this year, we can achieve
a growth of five per cent, which is equivalent to RM23 billion in
total,” he said.
Datuk Seri Mah said his ministry would review the National
Timber Industry Policy (NATIP) to redirect the course and
strategic policies of the industry to fit into the current situation.
The review, to be conducted for the first time since its
implementation in 2009, will involve stakeholders deliberating
and seeking solutions on issues such as skilled manpower,
innovation and technology as well as sustainability.
“With the latest global developments, we need to look into
various aspects, which include technology and connectivity,
as well as policy issues,” he said while urging timber industry
players to embrace the Fourth Industrial Revolution (Industry
4.0) initiative undertaken by the government by integrating the
principles of the industry into business.

Datuk Seri Mah with other VIPs who attended the anniversary dinner.
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“In addition, MTC is constantly working on expanding the global
market share by tapping into potential growth in identified
market segments. MTC is strengthening its presence in the
global timber industry with the presence of our regional offices
in London, Guangzhou, and Dubai, and at the same time we are
constantly monitoring their performance as well as reviewing
their cost-effectiveness in serving the industry in a fast-changing
global environment.
“MTC is also pleased to announce the operationalisation of
its fourth regional office, in Bangalore, on 21 June 2017, which
marks another milestone for us to tap into the promising timber
markets in India. This allows us to foster relationships and link
our partners with the wider network.
The Minister launching the MTC 25th anniversary book accompanied by
(from left) Zurinah Pawanteh, Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim, Dato’ Gooi and
Datuk Datu Nasrun.

Earlier, Dato’ Gooi in his welcoming remarks said that MTC
ushered in this year with great anticipation as 10 January 2017
marked a momentous milestone in its calendar when the Council
celebrated its 25th anniversary.
Said Dato’ Gooi: “There is no doubt that MTC’s 25 years have been
filled with numerous challenges. However, through this arduous
journey and with the cooperation of various sectors of the timber
industry, MTC has emerged stronger to further serve the industry.
“The council has braced through market challenges and
headwinds to arrive at where it is today. As we are gathered
together in this joyous occasion to celebrate the silver jubilee
of MTC, I must also put on record MTC’s sincere and heartfelt
gratitude to all the pioneers, in particular the late Tunku Osman
Ahmad, Mr. Chai Fook Loong, Tan Sri Dato’ Wong Kam Choon,
Dato’ Ismail Awang and Mr. Yap Ban Woon and not forgetting
those who are still with us today, Mr. Yap Chin Tian and Dato’
Sheik Othman Rahman, for without their effort, MTC would not
be what it is today. Last but not least, we shall pay our tribute
to the great contribution of the late Tun Dr. Lim Keng Yaik, ‘the
Father of MTC’.

“To impress the significance of timber and timber products
upon the general public, we launched our inaugural Malaysian
Wood Awards (MWA) on 23 July 2016. This is the first-of-itskind in Malaysia, aiming to highlight the versatility and beauty of
Malaysian timber and timber products in the built environment.
Tonight, one of the highlights of our celebration, is the muchawaited announcement of the recipients of the Awards (see our
special feature on the MWA on pages 20-29).
“I am confident with the leadership and guidance from The
Hon. Datuk Seri Mah Siew Keong, the timber industry will
never disappear and will continue to flourish. Coupled with the
cooperation from the timber associations in Peninsular Malaysia
as well as from Sabah and Sarawak, the timber industry will
continue to shine,” he added.
About 400 guests including heads of foreign diplomatic missions
in Malaysia, industry partners including representatives from
relevant government agencies and timber trade associations
as well as the judges and finalists of the MWA attended the
anniversary dinner.

“At MTC, we adopt a three-pronged principle to engage, connect
and grow, so that we will always be sustainable, progressive
and robust. These guiding principles enable us to nurture the
Malaysian timber industry as we work together with players of
the same vision and aspirations.
“In this year alone, we have given ourselves a high target, by having
more than 40 key industry-related activities, both internationally
and locally that will help us spark potential partnerships between
global players and our local industry players. In that respect, we
hope to be able to bring our stakeholders together and elevate
Malaysian timber product exports globally.

The dinner was attended by about 400 guests.

Datuk Seri Mah taking a look at the winning entries of the MWA 2017.
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NATIP export target revised to
RM25-30 billion by 2020
T

he Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities
(MPIC) has revised the country’s wood-based exports from
RM53 billion to between RM25 and RM30 billion by 2020. In
2009, the MPIC had projected in its National Timber Industry
Policy (NATIP) that the country’s wood-based exports will hit
RM53 billion by 2020.
NATIP was the culmination of three years of extensive research
and consultation that MPIC initiated in 2006. It is a blueprint
for the systematic long-term growth of the Malaysian timber
industry for the period 2009-2020.
The Hon. Minister of MPIC, Datuk Seri Mah Siew Keong, said
the revision was necessary due to several factors affecting
the timber industry currently such as the challenging global
economic climate and shortage of raw material supplies as well
as skilled and unskilled workers.
According to Datuk Seri Mah, as at June 2017, the total export
for this sector stood at RM11.5 billion, which was a 5.2 per cent
jump compared to the same period a year ago. In 2016, total
exports stood at RM22.11 billion, which is a key contributor to
the national economy.

20.8 per cent by 2020) that is expected to dominate the digital
economy real soon.
“Also, we want to prioritise timber-based products’ export to
countries that are part of free trade agreements as that would
provide special incentives to elevate our export growth. The
industry also needs to adopt more technology and innovation
into day-to-day operations, especially by incorporating the
usage of oil palm trunks,” he said.
Datuk Seri Mah was speaking at the closing ceremony of
NATIP REVISIT 2017, a two-day consultative workshop held in
Kuala Lumpur on 24-25 August 2017. Around 160 participants
from relevant government agencies, the academia as well as
industry players in the wood-based industry participated in the
workshop, from which strategies will be formulated to facilitate
the industry achieve the revised target over the next three
years.

Datuk Seri Mah said it is crucial for the government and all
relevant stakeholders to overcome the shortage of labour and
supply of raw materials through the adoption of e-commerce. He
added that MPIC is working hard to incorporate approximately
200 companies operating within this sector to embrace
e-commerce and digitalisation as it is beneficial for both the
upstream and downstream sectors.
“Together with Malaysia External Trade Development
Corporation (MATRADE), we want to ensure that timber-based
companies will further take part in the e-commerce ecosystem,
supported by the Digital Free Trade Zone (a joint initiative by
Prime Minister, The Right Hon. Datuk Seri Mohd. Najib Tun Razak,
and Alibaba Group to accelerate Malaysia’s digital roadmap
that aims to double e-commerce growth from 10.8 per cent to

Malaysian Timber Industry Board Director-General Dato’ Dr. Jalaluddin
Harun (right) presenting a memento to the Minister as MTC CEO Datuk
Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik looks on.

Datuk Seri Mah with NATIP REVISIT 2017 participants.
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Keeping industry players
informed
M

TC held its annual roadshow from 20-24 July 2017. The
roadshow was conducted to update members of the industry
on the latest market trends and developments as well as
strategies on how MTC could assist to strengthen the timber
industry through its programmes and activities.
In addition, the findings from the roadshow would provide
MTC with feedback for the preparation of its Budget 2018. The
roadshow took place in Kuala Lumpur, Seberang Jaya, Penang;
Kuala Terengganu, Terengganu; and Batu Pahat, Johor.

Some of the participants at the roadshow in Kuala Terengganu.

Q&A Session at the MTC HQ in Kuala Lumpur.

The programme kicked off with the welcoming remarks from
Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik, MTC’s Chief Executive Officer, and
was followed by presentations by MTC Directors including those
from the regional offices.

The programme kicked off with the
welcoming remarks from Datuk
Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik, MTC’s Chief
Executive Officer, and was followed
by presentations by MTC Directors
including those from the regional
offices.

Presentation to participants in Batu Pahat.
Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim delivery his welcoming remarks in Seberang Jaya.
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Working towards a better future
M

TC Chairman, Dato’ Gooi Hoe Hin, was recently invited as
the guest-of-honour for the swearing-in ceremony of the Malaysian
Furniture Council’s (MFC) Governing Committee 2017-2019 in
Kuala Lumpur. Dato’ Gooi subsequently attended a meeting
between MFC and the Guangdong Door Association (GDA) where
he witnessed a MoU-signing between the Batu Pahat Furniture
Association and GDA.

He also chaired a dialogue session with the new committee during
which various furniture industry players from different parts of the
country were given the opportunity to air their views on issues
faced by the furniture sector.
He started the session with a brief overview of the struggles and
developments of the timber industry, particularly the furniture
industry ever since its inception in the 1970s. He acknowledged the

challenges faced by the industry such as raw material shortages
and labour supply problems but reminded the industry members
to resolve them in a consultative and constructive manner.
Dato’ Gooi was also invited to deliver a speech during the business
dinner between MFC and GDA. He lauded the economic boom
that Malaysia, as a pioneer ASEAN nation, has had with China since
1974. Malaysia’s largest trading partner now is China. Dato’ Gooi is
confident that Guangdong with its large number of manufacturers
and suppliers will serve as an attractive destination for traders
given the competitive pricing and quality of services being offered.
He ended his speech by urging the Chinese furniture and other
wood products manufacturers to invest in Malaysia to make good
of the opportunities under the One Belt One Road initiative.

Dato’ Gooi (left) at the swearing-in ceremony of MFC’s
Governing Committee.

EFE’s
three-year
expansion plan
T

he Export Furniture Exhibition (EFE) is set to expand further
with the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between the show’s organiser, EFE Expo Sdn Bhd, and Convex
Malaysia Sdn Bhd, the management company of Kuala Lumpur
Convention Centre (KLCC) which has been home to EFE for the
past four years.
The MoU, signed at the KLCC on 5 September 2017, is to ensure a
three-year tenancy for EFE at KLCC from 2018 to 2020. It will also
facilitate the expansion of EFE through occupying an additional hall,
the ninth, in 2018 to take up a total exhibition space of 35,000sqm.
EFE 2019 will occupy nine halls plus Level 4 of KLCC to take up
37,000sqm. In 2020, the show will be expanded to 40,000sqm
through occupying nine halls, Level 4 of KLCC plus space in the
new KLCC Tower, which is due for completion in mid-2019.
Chua Chun Chai, President of the Malaysian Furniture Council cum
Chairman of EFE Expo Sdn Bhd, and Alan Mark Pryor, General
Manager of Convex Malaysia Sdn Bhd, signed on behalf of their

Chua (second from left) and Alan firming up the deal as
Dato’ Dr. Jalaluddin (centre) looks on.

respective companies. The event was witnessed by the Dato’
Dr. Jalaluddin Harun, Director-General of the Malaysian Timber
Industry Board.
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Financing facilities for SMEs
T

he latest edition of MTC’s seminar series centred on crosscutting issues was entitled “Access To Financing For SMEs In
The Timber And Furniture Industry”. The seminar was held at
MTC’s headquarters in Kuala Lumpur on 8 August 2017.
The Council invited two speakers – Wong Keet Loong and Andy
Yeoh – to highlight the benefits that are available for SMEs.
Wong, who is Credit Guarantee Corporation Malaysia Bhd’s
Senior Vice-President of Marketing and Sales, spoke on
“Empowering Malaysian SMEs Through Credit Guarantee
For SME Loan” while Yeoh’s presentation was on “Access to
Financing for SMEs”. Yeoh is OCBC Bank (Malaysia) Bhd’s Head
of Unsecured Financing.

Wong speaking on how SMEs can be empowered through credit
guarantees.

About 60 participants comprising industry members,
representatives from government agencies and the Ministry of
Plantation Industries and Commodities attended the seminar.

Andy highlighting the financing
opportunities available for SMEs.

MTC
operationalises
India office
M

TC has operationalised its new regional office in Bangalore,
India on 21 June 2017. The new office is an important part of
MTC’s efforts to engage and to tap into India’s growing market
and markets in the Indian sub-continent for timber and timber
products.
The office in India is MTC’s fourth regional office, the others being
MTC London, MTC Dubai and MTC Guangzhou. It extends MTC’s
network as well as provide market intelligence and updates, and
business opportunities in the Indian sub-continent for Malaysian
timber product exporters.
The contact details of the new office in India are as follows:
MTC Bangalore
Unit No. 608
6th Floor, Prestige Meridian 1
No. 29, M. G. Road
Bangalore 560001
India
T/F: +91 80 4853 8888
E: mtcindia@mtc.com.my

MTC CEO, Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik, during a working visit to
Bangalore in September 2017 where he made a stopover at the MTC
Bangalore office as well as touched base with local importers.
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MTC pays courtesy call on
EU Ambassador
M
TC paid a courtesy call on H.E. Maria Castillo Fernandez,
the Head of the EU Delegation to Malaysia, at her office in Kuala
Lumpur on 2 August 2017. The MTC delegation comprised
Chairman Dato’ Gooi Hoe Hin, CEO Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik
and Director of Strategic Planning Dr. Eric Ng. Also on hand to
receive the MTC officials were officers from the EU embassy’s
Trade Section Nicolas Dross, Alfonso Pino Maeso and Beatrice
Shamala Joachim.

Both sides exchanged views and ideas
on a number of issues, especially on
matters pertaining to the environment
and the sustainability of the timber
industry in Malaysia

Both sides exchanged views and ideas on a number of issues,
especially on matters pertaining to the environment and the
sustainability of the timber industry in Malaysia. They also spoke
on the EU’s Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade
(FLEGT) Action Plan, the EU Parliamentary Resolution on Palm
Oil and Deforestation of Rainforests passed earlier this year and
the possible effects on the timber industry after Brexit.

One for the album (from left): H.E. Maria Castillo Fernandez,
Dato’ Gooi and Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim.

Clean Air
Regulations 2014
technical seminar
T

he Environmental Quality (Clean Air) Regulations 2014 or
CAR 2014 was gazetted in June 2014 to control emissions of
air pollutants from various industrial activities.
This new rule emphasises self-regulation where the factories
concerned are to monitor and maintain their air pollution
control systems and report on the performance of these
systems.

Among the topics covered by the two speakers, from the Air
Division of the Department of Environment and Environment
Institute of Malaysia (EiMAS), include the general overview of CAR
2014, the best industry practices available which comply with CAR
2014 and on relevant courses provided by EiMAS.

The timber industry falls under various categories of CAR 2014,
depending on the operations and processes it adopts as well
as the type and volume of pollutants it produces. Existing
premises or factories are given a five-year grace period, which
is until 5 June 2019 to comply with the regulations under CAR
2014.
With this in mind, MTC organised a seminar to enlighten the
Malaysian woodworking industry on the requirements of CAR
2014 and to serve as a platform for the industry players to
understand its implications.
Forty-four interested parties attended the seminar held on 12
September 2017 at the MTC Headquarters in Kuala Lumpur.
MTC CEO, Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik, in his welcoming remarks
stressed on the importance of ensuring proper operation
and continued optimal performance on waste reduction and
carbon emission.

The two speakers during a Q&A session.
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Familiarisation Programme
for local journalists
E
ight journalists from five media agencies in Malaysia
participated in a Familiarisation Programme organised by
MTC. The programme, held from 27-28 september 2017, was
an effort by MTC to keep the local media fraternity abreast
with the regulations, programmes and activities implemented
and enforced by various government agencies in ensuring
sustainable forestry practices and legality in the trade of timber.

MTC CEO, Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik, in his welcoming remarks
during a briefing to start-off the programme said MTC’s
mandate, as a promotional Council, is to uplift the community
it serves, and to nurture the networks and connections it has,
both locally and internationally. One of the most important
aspects of this is the continuous spreading of awareness on the
reality of the timber industry, and to dispel any myths about it.
“As advocates of the industry, we aim to educate the
masses whilst protecting the interests of our environment
and community. As such, over the next two days, we will be
showcasing to you the systems, processes and methods that
the government has in place to ensure the sustainability of our
forests and the legality of our products.
“With the demand for legally and sustainably-harvested timber
growing and with increased global awareness in this area, it
is timely for our country to shine and showcase our timber in
terms of legality, quality and environmental credentials.

(MTCS) on the establishment and acceptance of Malaysia’s
very own Malaysian Timber Certification Scheme including its
endorsement by the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest
Certification.
The journalists were also briefed by the Forest Department of
Peninsular Malaysia and the Perak Forest Department on their
role in promoting and ensuring sustainable forestry practices
throughout Peninsular Malaysia and the state of Perak,
respectively.
During field visits organised as part of the programme, the
journalists learned first-hand the progress of regeneration in
a harvested forest at the Sungai Tekala Recreational Forest in
Hulu Langat, Selangor, which is managed by the Selangor Forest
Department. They also witnessed low-impact tree harvesting
as part of the Perak Forest Department’s requirements for
Sustainable Forest Management practices carried out in the
Bukit Kinta Forest Reserve in Manjung, Perak.
The programme culminated with a visit to BKB Hevea Products
Sdn Bhd, an engineered hardwood flooring manufacturer
based in Ipoh, Perak, where the journalists were briefed on and
witnessed the Chain-of-Custody processes under the MTCS,
which have been implemented by the company in compliance
with assurance that the raw materials used for manufacturing
its flooring products originate from sustainable sources.

“With this objective in mind and with the expert guidance of
our Forestry Department, Malaysian Timber Industry Board
and the Malaysian Timber Certification Council, I hope that this
familiarisation programme will serve as an insightful experience
for all, both on the current status of our forests, and our vision
for the future. I am certain that this will ultimately be an eyeopener for the masses of readers that you serve as well,” said
Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim.
During the two-day programme, the journalists – from Bernama
TV, The Edge, Asian Timber, International Business & Investment,
and Bernama Online – were given an overview by MTC on
the Malaysian forestry and timber industry. They were also
briefed by the Malaysian Timber Industry Board on regulations
pertaining to enforcement and licensing with regard to the
timber trade, and by the Malaysian Timber Certification Council

The programme participants, Perak Forest Department officers
and timber workers at the Bukit Kinta Forest Reserve.

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim delivering his welcoming remarks.
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MTC’s award-winning booth at Archidex 2017.

Best Booth Award for MTC
at Archidex
M
TC won the ‘Gold Award – Best Booth Award’ for the 36m2
and below category, beating 500 other exhibitors and impressing
both the judges and audience alike with its unique booth display at
this year’s Archidex.

the interior and exterior, creating the feel of grand architecture.
Featuring an intricate matrix of more than 8,292 pieces of wooden
sticks, the structure was developed through a system called Cidori,
named after a traditional Japanese children’s toy.

With the theme ‘Walk into the Woods’, the statement-making
structure designed by acclaimed architect Ar. Anwar Salleh, was
yet another success for MTC. This came on the back of its ‘Best
Booth Design’ award win at the Ecobuild Southeast Asia exhibition
earlier this year.

Six timber species were used, namely, Keruing, Kasai, Jelutong,
Kembang Semangkok, Meranti and Merbau, each with its own
texture and appearance, varying from the strength group to form
the structure. There are 691 identical modules in total that were
puzzled together to form the giant grid. The structure can be easily
assembled and dissembled and the pieces reused. In total, 74.5m3
of timbers were used to build the structure.

Both awards reflect the recognition for MTC’s commitment in
promoting the benefits and beauty of timber as a material of choice
in construction, by creating exceptional experiences for visitors
to explore timber’s intrinsic qualities, particularly its strength,
durability and versatility.
This year’s Archidex, held from 19-22 July 2017 in Kuala Lumpur,
served as a platform for MTC to also raise awareness of its core
functions and services amongst architects and the building
fraternity.
Said MTC CEO, Datuk Dr Abdul Rahim Nik: “Timber will be the new
wonder material in architecture. Through this participation, we seek
to stimulate greater appreciation of home-grown timber and its
potential for use in construction, with added consideration given
to thoughtful and appropriate use of different species. There is no
restriction on building type or scale of project – from small to large
and from domestic to commercial, the challenge is to show how
suited the use of timber is to the development of new architecture.”
The timber structure is an elegant three-dimensional lattice at 6m
(w) x 6m (l) x 4.3m (h), with different colours and textures within

“MTC’s commitment to producing a unique, statement-making
architectural structure and creating memorable experience for
visitors drove the collaborative design process for this exhibit. And
since it was the visitors who bestowed this big ‘thumbs up’ award, it
is particularly exciting and confirms MTC’s in-depth understanding
of its customers, prospects and the industry it serves. Winning this
award sets the bar high for all of us and we’re excited to see what
the 2018 show has in store,” he added.
MTC attracted more than 1,000 visitors to the booth with many
giving positive feedback on the timber structure showcased.
Visitors also got the chance to find out more about MTC’s range of
publications including timber promotional brochures.
The booth was re-installed at UiTM Puncak Alam in Selangor
on 9 August 2017 as an educational and research showcase on
the versatility of timber in construction and interior decoration
purposes.
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Business
Matching Mission
to China
A
Business Matching Mission to China was organised by
MTC from 2-8 July 2017. The mission was aimed at increasing
the uptake of Malaysian laminated scantlings (lamscants) and
other wood-based products among Chinese wooden window
manufacturers and importers, respectively, in China’s northern
region.

13

Participants taking a closer look at lamscants
samples at a window manufacturing factory.

The highlight of the mission was the visits to 10 key Chinese
manufacturers and importers of windows and doors. Besides
providing the participants a better understanding of the window
and door market in China, the mission also enabled 10 Malaysian
companies to secure RM54.5 million in potential sales.

A total of 12 participants from 10 Malaysian timber companies
representing various sectors such as manufacturers and
exporters of lamscants, moulding products, door frames and
jambs, and flooring and furniture participated in the mission.

Construct 2017
T

o tap business opportunities in countries within the Indian
sub-continent, MTC participated in Construct 2017, held from 2527 August in Colombo, Sri Lanka. This year’s exhibition featured
over 300 local and foreign exhibitors and showcased products
from Malaysia, India, Pakistan and China, amongst others.
MTC displayed samples of several Malaysian timbers such
as Balau, Merbau, Kekatong, Kulim, Tualang, Kasai, Dark Red
Meranti and Keranji. Wooden furniture, flooring, finger-joint
boards, MDF and particleboards were also showcased.
MTC, the “Official Timber Partner” of the exhibition, conducted
a Seminar & Awareness Programme on 27 August. Dr. Clarence
Tan, Technical Director of Tong Sim Wood Industries Sdn Bhd,
presented the topic ‘Utilisation of Malaysian Timber in Building
Construction’ on behalf of MTC.
MTC, represented by Interim Director for MTC Bangalore, Adeline Goh,
being acknowledged as the fair’s ‘Official Timber Partner’.
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MTC maintains a regular
presence at the fair.

Sylva Wood 2017
T

he third edition of Sylva Wood, a wood materials show, was
held from 26-28 June 2017 in Shanghai, China. The fair, with an
exhibition area of 6,000m2, saw the participation of more than
120 exhibitors from 14 countries including the USA, Germany,
Canada, Russia, France and Malaysia. The fair attracted more
than 4,600 trade visitors.
MTC participated together with Besgrade Products/Pioneer
OSB Sdn Bhd and Heng Huat Resources Group Bhd. Among
the products exhibited by MTC were samples of species for

sawntimber and laminated scantlings. Other products displayed
include MDF, furniture components, laminated boards, OSB and
plywood.
A total of 28 trade enquiries were received by MTC. Visitors
to MTC’s booth were mainly Chinese timber traders and
manufacturers of flooring and furniture enquiring on sawntimber
and finger-joint boards.

Resource & Business Mission
to Canada
M
TC Deputy CEO, Richard Yu, led a delegation of six
members from the Malaysian timber industry on a Resource
and Business Mission to Montreal, Canada from 4-12 June 2017.
The Malaysian delegates include manufacturers and exporters
of timber mouldings and furniture components as well as a
representative from the construction sector.

Besides sourcing for timber materials, the mission was also
organised to enhance trade, networking and collaboration with
the Canadian timber industry including members of the Quebec
Wood Export Bureau. Visits were organised for the Malaysian
delegation to five wood-based companies including sawmills
and kiln-drying plants to provide them a better understanding
on the timber processing practices in Canada.
Richard (fifth from left) and other Malaysian delegates visiting an exporter of North
American hardwood lumber.
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Index 2017
T

he International Interiors and Design Event (Index) 2017
was held at the Bombay Convention & Exhibition Centre,
Mumbai from 8-11 June. A total of 180 exhibitors participated in
the fair. Foreign exhibitors include those from China, Italy, Korea,
Taiwan, Turkey and Malaysia. The majority of the exhibitors
were from India.
Occupying a 21sqm booth, MTC promoted products such as
outdoor wooden furniture, flooring, finger-joint board, MDF,
particleboard and OSB. Also made available to visitors were
MTC’s promotional brochures on Malaysian timber and timber
products.
MTC received a total of 42 trade enquiries from architects
importers, interior designers, manufacturers, builders and
contracting companies. The most sought-after products were
plywood, flooring, furniture, MDF and particleboard.

Trade visitors at
the MTC booth.

Making of
Kuang Retreat
House
T

he 3rd MTC Timber Talk for 2017 was held on 29 August
at MTC Headquarters in Kuala Lumpur. The talk was presented
by Ar. Almaz Salma Abdul Rahim, who shared her experience
in building the award-winning property – Kuang Retreat
House.
The 3,350ft2 one-storey detached house features all
elements of a traditional Malay home. It is built from a mix of
reclaimed Chengal, Balau and Kempas and is partly meant to
be a showcase of what one could achieve by incorporating
a traditional material like timber into fresher designs for
contemporary, sustainable living in a tropical setting.

MTC CEO, Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik, presenting a token
of appreciation to Ar. Almaz.

The property was recently named the 1st Prize winner under
the Residential Category of the inaugural Malaysian Wood
Awards 2017. It also won the Silver Award of the My Dream
Home Award in 2009.
In her talk, Ar. Almaz stressed that designers and architects
must have great enthusiasm when wanting to create
magnificent buildings with timber, as they are dealing with an
organic material which is uniquely beautiful.
The talk was attended by 112 participants comprising members
from the timber-based industry, architects, surveyors,
architecture students and representatives from relevant
government agencies.
Ar. Almaz sharing her experience of building the Kuang Retreat House.
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Spoga-Gafa 2017
O
ver 2,000 exhibitors from 59 countries presented their
latest “green” products and innovations at SPOGA+Gafa 2017,
held from 3-5 September in Cologne, Germany.
MTC, sharing a booth with the Malaysian Timber Certification
Council, promoted Malaysian wooden garden furniture as well
as disseminated literature on Malaysian timber and timber
products as well as information on timber certification in
Malaysia. Besides MTC, five other Malaysian timber-based
companies also participated in the fair. The products displayed
by these Malaysian manufacturers include outdoor furniture
made of Dark Red Meranti.

MTC partnered with MTCC at Spoga-Gafa.

The show attracted over 39,000 trade visitors from 113 countries.
Besides enquiring on timber products available from Malaysia,
most of the visitors were interested to learn about Malaysia’s
commitment to sustainable forestry, timber certification and
Malaysia’s Timber Legality Assurance System.

Visitors making their way
into the exhibition hall.

Furniture
China 2017
M

TC once again organised a Malaysia Pavilion at Furniture
China 2017, held on 12-15 September at the Shanghai New
International Expo Centre in Shanghai, China. A total of 21
furniture companies including the Malaysian Furniture Council
participated together with MTC at the fair.
Furniture China 2017, also known as the 23rd China International
Furniture Expo is one of the world’s leading B2B trade fairs.
It showcased varieties of furniture, from classic to modern
contemporary furniture, home and office to outdoor furniture,
and designer furniture of both local and international brands.
The Malaysian exhibitors displayed their latest designs of dining,
bedroom, living room, children, occasional and cafe furniture,
and reported total sales of RM40.41 million. The total number of
visitors received by the Malaysian exhibitors was 3,560. In terms
of enquiries received, the Malaysia Pavilion as a whole received
1,656 including 22 attended to by MTC.
MTC’s booth at Furniture China 2017.

The Malaysian exhibitors
displayed their latest designs of
dining, bedroom, living room,
children, occasional and cafe
furniture, and reported total sales
of RM40.41 million.

Visitors to the MTC booth.
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The Malaysian delegates visiting a woodworking mill in Almaty.

Business Matching
Mission to Kazakhstan

The mission was participated by
10 representatives from seven
Malaysian timber companies.

A

Business Matching Mission was organised by MTC to
Almaty, Kazakhstan from 3-8 September 2017. The mission
was held in conjunction with Kazbuild, the country’s leading
international building and interiors exhibition which took place
in Atakent Exhibition Centre, Almaty from 5-8 September.
The mission was aimed at strengthening Malaysia’s presence
in Kazakhstan’s timber market, facilitating Malaysian timber
companies to promote their products through business
networking with the key and potential Kazakhstan timber
buyers as well as establishing new contacts in the Kazakhstan
market.
Led by MTC CEO, Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik, the mission was
participated by 10 representatives from seven Malaysian timber
companies involved in the production of sawntimber, plywood,
mouldings, decking, flooring, doors, laminated truck flooring,
shiplaps and wooden furniture. Also participating was MTC’s
Market Promotion Director, Khairul Anwar.

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim (centre) leading the Malaysian delegation on
a visit to Kazbuild.

A seminar and business-to-business (B2B) meetings were held
during the exhibition. MTC presented on “Discovering Malaysian
Timber Products” during the seminar, highlighting the Malaysian
timber industry, construction using Malaysian timber and
benefits of doing business with Malaysia.
The B2B meetings attracted local contractors and architects
to discuss on potential project collaboration with Malaysian
companies. Most of the local contractors and architects
expressed interest in doors, flooring, plywood and outdoor
furniture. Besides Dark Red Meranti, Bintangor was also much
sought-after.
The mission also achieved its objective to further enhance
cooperation and networking with architects, contractors as
well as relevant trade organisations such as the Association
of Enterprises of Woodworking and Furniture Industry and
Kazakhstan Association of Building Materials Industry.

B2B meetings in progress.
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Resource and Business Mission
to Poland and Austria
S
even industry members from the Malaysian furniture,
exporting and construction sectors participated in a Resource
and Business Mission to Poland and Austria, organised by MTC
from 9-17 September 2017.

The mission was aimed at strengthening networking and
collaboration between the wood industry sectors of the three
countries, with particular focus on expanding raw material
supply from Eastern Europe to Malaysia.

The Malaysian delegates met with representatives of the Polish
Economic Chamber of the Wood Industry and the Association
of the Austrian Wood Industries. They also visited wood
product manufacturers, processors and suppliers as well as the
International Trade Fair of Machines and Tools for Wood and
Furniture Industries (DREMA) held from 12-16 September in
Poznan, Poland.
The delegation at the DREMA fairground.

Business
Matching Mission
to Germany and France
R

epresentatives from nine Malaysian timber-based
companies participated in MTC’s Business Matching Mission
to France and Germany. Held from 23-30 September 2017,
the mission’s visits and activities were centered in Paris and
Hamburg, respectively.
For the French sector, the mission delegates visited three
companies involved in importing, warehousing, distributing
and trading of a wide range of timber products such as panels,
sawntimber, decking and plywood.
In Germany, the delegation visited a school where Malaysian
Meranti certified under the Malaysian Timber Certification
Scheme was used for the school’s renovation and extension
between 2008 and 2011. The school is acknowledged as a
model project for future school buildings within the district
where it is located.
Also on the German itinerary were visits to two companies
involved in importing, distributing and trading of tropical and
temperate hardwood timber and products. These include solid
floor boards, timbers such as Meranti, Sapelli and Teak, and
timber for manufacturing windows and doors.
In the two cities, seminars and B2B sessions were held, which
were well-attended by importers and representatives of major
timber trade associations and related government agencies of
the respective countries.
Visit to DISPAND, a leading
importer in France.

The Malaysian delegation at Thuenen Institute, Hamburg, Germany.
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MTC announces
winners of Malaysian
Wood Awards
M

TC announced the winners of the prestigious Malaysian
Wood Awards (MWA) during its Silver Jubilee celebration dinner
held in Kuala Lumpur on 26 July 2017. The MWA is the firstof-its-kind in the country where deserving architects, owners
and developers are acknowledged for building structures with
timber. Apart from recognising outstanding timber-based
projects, MWA also aimed to encourage a wider use of timber
and revive the build-with-timber culture.
“I am glad that MTC is playing its part in nurturing and spurring
homegrown talents. I am honoured to be here for the prizegiving ceremony for MTC’s inaugural Malaysian Wood Awards
tonight, an event aimed to encourage timber players to
showcase their creativity and innovation in both technical and
MWA Public/Commercial Category winners.

architectural aspects. With an overwhelming 113 entries from
both industry players and students, it serves as a testament that
Malaysia has not only the potential but also talents to drive the
industry forward,” said the Minister of Plantation Industries and
Commodities, The Hon. Datuk Seri Mah Siew Keong.
“I sincerely commend MTC for continuously elevating and
expanding the timber sector by building relationships, fostering
alliances and facilitating knowledge growth in its mission to
build and sustain a world-class industry,” he added.
The MWA, which was an important event in MTC’s anniversary
calendar, had two segments – the main awards for the
professionals and a students’ category.
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MWA Students’ Challenge Building Category winners.

Entrants of the professional section competed in two categories
- Residential and Public/Commercial while the Students’
Challenge engaged undergraduates to design with timber either
for the Building or Non-Building category. Only undergraduates
from Part 1 of Architectural programmes accredited by The
Board of Architects Malaysia were eligible to take part.
The winners of the professional section of the Residential
category are B&A Family Holdings Sdn Bhd which won the first
prize for its Kuang Retreat House. The second prize winner is Ar
Azman Zainal Md Nor for his house called Anjung Kelana while
the third prize winner is Ding Siew Ching for Bintang Residence.

The winners of the Non-Building category of the Students’
Challenge are Luqman Hariz Shaarani from UiTM Puncak Alam
for his fascinating creation of the “Medusa Pavilion” which won
the first prize. The second prize winner is Muhammad Syafiq
Mohamed Karim (UiTM Puncak Alam) for his design of “The
Beautiful Curse” while the third prize winner is Aimi Adelina
Azman (UiTM Puncak Alam) for her creation of the “Dwelling
For Two”.
An initiative taken by MTC, the MWA was organised in
collaboration with the Malaysian Institute of Architects.

Winners of the Public/Commercial Category are the Terengganu
State Museum for its Rumah Haji Wan Su which won the first
prize. The Malaysian Timber Industry Board’s Galeri Glulam took
home the second prize while the third prize went to Paramount
Property (Cjaya) Sdn Bhd for its Chengal House.
The winners of the Students’ Challenge’s Building category are
Muhammad Aizat Anuar from UTM, who won the first prize
for his Taman University Cookies Community Centre while the
second prize winner is Lam Yung Ni from Limkokwing University
of Creative Technology for her creation of the Eco-water Edge
Centre – A Timber Forest. The third prize winner is Ooi Wei
Kiat of Universiti Malaya for his design of the Rainforest Music
School.
MWA Students’ Challenge Non-Building Category winners.

The Malaysian Wood Awards & The Students’ Challenge trophies.
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Malaysian Wood Awards
Residential Category
Winners
BELIAN - 1ST PRIZE
Kuang Retreat House
Owner: B&A Family Holdings Sdn Bhd
Architect: Almaz Architect Sdn Bhd

Jury’s Citation
The use of recycled timbers is appreciated here as it
shows how sustainable and flexible timbers are as
they had come from several other buildings before
being cut and put together to construct this house.
The house has been elegantly designed and is wellcoordinated in terms of timber usage, structure and
finishing without intending to do too much. The
Kuang Retreat House is an honest construction that
has much architectural merit.
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BALAU - 2ND PRIZE
Anjung Kelana
Owner: Ar Azman Md Nor
Architect: Arkitek Azman Zainal

23

Jury’s Citation
The conviction of the owner, who is also the
architect and engineer, is deeply admired. He
was willing to experiment with timber and
learn along the way. The owner had also trained
workers he brought from the paddy fields and
made them his carpenters in the hope that the
woodworking skills that were acquired would
be nurtured and passed on. The curved wall
structure, which is one of the most interesting
design elements of the house, provides structural
stability that speaks volumes of what could be
done with timber.

CHENGAL - 3RD PRIZE
Bintang Residence
Owner: Ding Siew Ching
Architect: Ar Saw Eng Chee

Jury’s Citation
Bintang Residence is a fine example of a property
that has been successful in using timbers that
fall under the “mixed wood” list. The Tempinis
flooring is sturdy while Kekabu which is not as
resilient is used for decorative purposes on the
ceiling to capitalise on its beautiful hue and grain.
The interiors, which are adorned with wooden
furniture and ornaments complete the look of
the living space. Though some of the structural
elements of the house could be improved on, the
bold move of using lesser-known timber species
such as Tempinis and Kekabu is a plus point.
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Malaysian Wood Awards
Public/Commercial
Category Winners
BELIAN - 1ST PRIZE
Restoration of Rumah Haji Wan Su
Owner: Lembaga Muzium Negeri Terengganu
Architect: Ar Nasharuddin Haji Abd Majid

Jury’s Citation
A sensitive restoration effort that meets the highest
international standards and sets a precedent for
further heritage work in the region. The house vividly
portrays the strength and durability of Malaysian
timbers. It is a marvelous showcase of a traditional
Malay house that has been built using local skills
and tools.
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BALAU - 2ND PRIZE
Galeri Glulam
Owner: Malaysian Timber Industry Board
Architect: Kaz Akitek Sdn Bhd

CHENGAL - 3RD PRIZE
The Chengal House
Owner: Paramount Property (Cjaya) Sdn Bhd
Architect: SA Architects Sdn Bhd
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Jury’s Citation
Designed and built entirely by local talents, the
Galeri Glulam is an ambitious project that marks
technological advancement as the first large
modern glulam structure. The desire to employ
and test local hardwood glulam opens the way
for further innovation in the field. The side
elevation of the building is rather impressive and
is in direct projection of the internal space and
structure.

Jury’s Citation
Creative reutilisation of old Chengal timbers in
a contemporary design. The dimensions of the
old timber trusses and its members define the
proportion of the space but the architect has
created a functional building with an entirely
new identity. The texture and colour of the
timbers are well-treated as an interior design.
In some aspects, most notably at the columns,
the potential of the old timber members has not
been fully exploited and diminishes the timber
to decoration. However, this does not affect the
good overall composition, light and airy space
created.
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Students’ Challenge
Building Category
Winners
1ST PRIZE
Muhammad Aizat Anuar
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia

TAMAN UNIVERSITY COOKIES
COMMUNITY CENTRE

Jury’s Citation
A “well-baked” design that is both exciting and
contemporary.
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2ND PRIZE
Lam Yung Ni
Limkokwing University of Creative Technology

ECO-WATER EDGE
CENTRE – A TIMBER
FOREST
Jury’s Citation
A simple and remarkably elegant creation that
is contextual.

3RD PRIZE
Ooi Wei Keat
Universiti Malaya

RAINFOREST MUSIC
SCHOOL
Jury’s Citation
A design that is truthful to its theme.
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Students’ Challenge
Non-Building Category
Winners
1ST PRIZE
Luqman Hariz Shaarani
Universiti Teknologi Mara, Puncak Alam

MEDUSA PAVILION

Jury’s Citation

A stunningly poetic design that should be built.
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2ND PRIZE
Muhammad Syafiq Mohamed Karim
Universiti Teknologi Mara, Puncak Alam

THE BEAUTIFUL
CURSE

Jury’s Citation
A biomimicry that Davy Jones would like.

3RD PRIZE
Aimi Adelina Azman

Universiti Teknologi Mara, Puncak Alam

DWELLING FOR TWO

Jury’s Citation
A playful creation.
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Rumah Haji Wan Su
The tale of two houses
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The timber homes of a late shipping magnate from the 19th century are
aptly restored for their cultural and architectural significance. Rumah Haji
Wan Su is the grand prize winner of MTC’s Malaysian Wood Awards under
the Public/Commercial category.

R

umah Haji Wan Su consists of two houses that were built in
timber, predominantly Chengal, with one being over 100 years
old, by a shipping magnate called Haji Wan Su Abdul Rahman.
The first house – Rumah Bujang Berpeleh Kembar Tiga – was
built in the 1890s while the second home – Rumah Limas
Belanda – was constructed next to the first abode in the 1940s.

Rumah Haji Wan Su consists of two
houses that were built in timber,
predominantly Chengal, with one
being over

100 years old

Haji Wan Su is said to have owned several ships also known as
“perahu besar” which plied the seas in southern Thailand. He
also owned a steam ship which crossed the waters of Singapore.
The two houses, which Haji Wan Su built, were well-designed
timber buildings that took into account the tropical climate
and incorporated simple yet hardy construction technology
of the day. Traditional Malay architecture employing a system
of structural connection known as “tanggam dan pasak” or
mortise and peg were used.
Despite being in a deplorable state, the houses which have
stood the test of time and perils of war, caught the attention
of the Terengganu state museum authorities who recognised
their value and the need to preserve the houses for heritage
purposes.
The Terengganu state museum had acquired Rumah Haji Wan
Su, which is located at Jalan Kuala Hiliran in Kampung Losong,
Kuala Terengganu, Terengganu, and restored it to its former
glory.

Rumah Haji Wan Su still standing
strong after a century.
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Rumah Limas Belanda adopted a more European feel.

The house was put together using the mortise and peg technique.
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Except for the reconstruction of some lost spaces which
used new timbers, much of the old structures were checked
and certified as sound and as such retained. The architects
and engineers were amazed to see that all the main timber
structures were still intact despite a century of existence.
Rumah Bujang Berpeleh Kembar Tiga was the family home
for the tycoon. The sheer size of the structure befitted Haji
Wan Su’s social standing. Bullet marks can be seen on the
pillars and various parts of the house which came under
attack during World War 2. What was interesting to note was
the bathing deck which is located on the upper part of the
house that was reconstructed largely from the memory of
Haji Wan Su’s great grandchildren.
The water well was built to be accessible from the upper part
of the house. In the age of modesty, women were seldom
seen outdoors. While the men used the water well in the
compound, modesty demanded that the women be secluded
altogether, so their bathroom is set on the upper floor.
The interior of Rumah Limas Belanda reflected a total break
from the subtle wooden interior of the first house. It had a
slight European feel where the house was painted in pastel
blue. Even the decorative features in the house were much
simpler than Rumah Bujang Berpeleh Kembar Tiga which was
heavily adorned with wooden carvings.

The house survived the ravages of World War 2

Rumah Haji Wan Su is a sensitive restoration effort that meets
the highest international standards and sets a precedent for
further heritage work using timber. The house vividly portrays
the strength and durability of Malaysian timbers and it is a
marvelous showcase of a traditional Malay house that has
been built using local skills and tools.

The house is built almost entirely of Chengal.
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Malaysia hosts ASEAN
forestry events
M
alaysia played host to the 20th ASEAN Senior Officials
on Forestry (20th ASOF) and 20th ASEAN Working Group on
Forest Product Development (20th AWG-FPD) meetings as
well as the 18th International Seminar on Forestry. The three
events were held at Putrajaya Marriott Hotel from 24-28 July
2017, followed by a field trip to Forest Eco-Park in Kuala Lumpur
on 29 July 2017.

Representatives from nine ASEAN Member States (AMS),
namely, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR,
Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, Viet Nam and Malaysia
participated in the events.
Malaysia was represented by a delegation led by the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environment (MNRE). Other Malaysian
delegates were from the Ministry of Plantation Industries and
Commodities, Forest Research Institute Malaysia, Forestry
Department Peninsular Malaysia, Forest Department Sarawak,
Sabah Forestry Department, Malaysian Timber Industry Board,
Malaysian Timber Certification Council, Sarawak Timber
Association and MTC.
MNRE Deputy Secretary-General, Dr. Azimuddin Bahari,
was elected the Chairperson for 20th ASOF while MNRE
Undersecretary for Biodiversity and Forestry Management
Division, Dr. Megat Sany Megat Supian, was elected the
Chairperson for 20th AWG-FPD.
AWG-FPD, previously known as the ASEAN Experts Group
on Forest Product Development (AEG-FPD), subsumed the
work of the ASEAN Working Group on a Pan-ASEAN Timber
Certification Initiative and ASEAN Experts Group on Herbal and
Medical Plants as decided during the 18th Meeting of ASOF held
in Yogyakarta, Indonesia in August 2015. Since 2016, AWG-FPD
and ASOF meetings have been held on a back-to-back basis.
In welcoming delegates to the 20th AWG-FPD, Dr. Megat
Sany said that the working group is expected to uphold and
consolidate the aspirations and visions of the previous working
groups. He added that the group will also push forth the efforts
to further develop ASEAN forest products including herbal and
medicinal plants as well as timber certification initiatives for the
benefit of AMS.
Dr. Megat Sany also highlighted the importance of forest
protection through sustainable forest management to ensure
the sustainability of the forestry and timber industry. He

A show of ASEAN solidarity for sustainable forestry. Photo credit: FRIM.

stressed that forest resources management, moving forward,
must adopt the concept of “Forest Beyond Timber” such as by
promoting the herbal industry and non-timber forest products.
The meetings exchanged views as well as received country
progress reports from each AMS on subjects which include the
implementation of timber certification and legality assurance
systems, strengthening of trade promotion, common barriers
to trade in forest products and updates on the EU Forest Law
Enforcement, Governance and Trade Voluntary Partnership
Agreement process with AMS.
At the 18th ASOF Seminar on International Issues Affecting
Forestry and Forest Products, which was officiated by MNRE
Minister, The Hon. Dato’ Sri Dr. Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar, the
following were adopted:
•

Enhancing sustainable forest management through
implementation of Forest Landscape Restoration
approaches;

•

Strengthening forest conservation programmes
as well as enhancing the skills, capabilities and
competencies in sustainable forest management;

•

Promoting agro-forestry and social forestry practices
as good examples for forest landscape management;

•

Strengthening forest law enforcement and 		
governance as enabling condition in better 		
management of forest resources;

•

Establishing a regional strategy in supporting the
Strategic Plan of Action for ASEAN Cooperation in
Forestry by taking into account forest landscape
approach towards achievement of Sustainable
Development Goals; and

•

Developing ASEAN regional guidelines on green
economy practices.

The 21st AWG-FPD and 21st ASOF meetings are scheduled to
be held in Naypyidaw, Myanmar in July 2018.
Dato’ Sri Dr. Wan Junaidi (fifth from left) officiating the opening ceremony
of the seminar. Photo credit: FRIM.
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Significant progress made at CITES
meetings
T

he 29th meeting of the Animals Committee (AC29) of the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) convened from 18-22 July 2017 in
Geneva, Switzerland. AC29 was followed in Geneva by a Joint
Meeting of the AC and Plants Committee (PC) on 22 July, and
the 23rd meeting of the Plants Committee (PC23) from 22-27
July.

The CITES scientific committees last met in tandem in 2014,
with each convening an independent meeting in 2015 and then
participating in the 17th Conference of the Parties (CoP17) in
2016 by providing essential advice to the Convention’s decisionmaking body. The attendance of more than 500 participants at
AC29 and PC23 over the course of 10 days signaled parties’ and
observers’ strong interest in the deliberations of the scientific
committees.

At PC23, participants adopted recommendations on, inter
alia: rosewood timber species; timber identification; Malagasy
ebonies, palisanders and rosewoods; and cooperation with the
Global Strategy for Plant Conservation of the Convention on
Biological Diversity. They discussed agarwood-producing taxa,
African cherry, and annotations for Appendix-II orchids.
The Committees completed their work with collegial
collaboration and while some of the more contentious issues
provoked lengthy and complex debates, the AC and PC
delegates left Geneva having made substantial progress, but
with more work to do to ensure that CITES’ scientific processes
continue to provide a strong foundation for the Convention.
Source: ENB, Volume 21 Number 98 | 30 July 2017

During AC29, participants piloted a new process for a review
of trade in animal specimens reported as produced in captivity.
They also adopted recommendations on, among other things,
sharks, snakes, freshwater stingrays, sturgeons and paddlefish,
and nomenclature.
During their Joint Meeting, the AC and PC considered
guidance on non-detriment findings, collaboration with the
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services, and annotations, and adopted
recommendations on, among other things, terms of reference
for a planned study on specimens produced from synthetic or
cultured DNA.

The attendance of more than 500
participants at AC29 and PC23
over the course of 10 days signaled
parties’ and observers’ strong
interest in the deliberations of the
scientific committees.

Photo Credit: IISD.
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FRIM is Malaysia’s pride
T

he World Heritage Committee has unanimously accepted
the nomination of the Forest Research Institute of Malaysia
(FRIM) as a World Heritage Site.
The idea of obtaining the World Heritage Site designation for
FRIM was initiated by FRIM Director-General Datuk Dr. Abdul
Latif Mohmod in 2008 with the full support of the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environment and the co-operation of
the National Heritage Department.
FRIM has been submitted under the “Cultural” criteria due to
its importance as:
•

The largest and oldest man-made tropical forest in
the world;

•

A model and reference of regeneration of degraded
tropical forests;

•

A unique ecosystem comprising various tropical flora
and fauna;

•

The largest repository of Germplasm Dipterokarpa; and

•

The foremost research centre on tropical forests in
the world.

FRIM is integral to the preservation of our natural environment,
and to be designated as a World Heritage Site is to ensure that
this legacy of being the oldest man-made forest and model for
the best forest rehabilitation and conservation on a degraded
area is conserved for our future generations, and not just for
Malaysians but for the world at large too. It is a living example
and a repository of knowledge towards a sustainable existence
on our planet.

The nomination of two other sites – Royal Belum State Park
in Gerik, Perak, and the Quartz Ridge of Gombak, Selangor, –
have also been unanimously accepted by the World Heritage
Committee as World Heritage sites. As with FRIM, they hope to
obtain the status by 2020.
Note: Extracted from a letter written by The Hon. Dato’ Seri Dr.
Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar, Minister of Natural Resources and
Environment, to The STAR.

“

FRIM is integral to the preservation of our

natural environment and to be designated
as a World Heritage Site is to ensure that
this legacy of being the oldest manmade forest and model for the best forest
rehabilitation and conservation on a
degraded area is conserved for our future

”

generations, and not just for Malaysians
but for the world at large too.
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2.2m hectares of TPA in
Sabah by 2025
T

he Totally Protected Area (TPA) in Sabah is currently
standing at 1.9 million hectares and is expected to increase to
2.2 million hectares by 2025.

“On the basis of recent assessments, the forest cover areas
of Sabah is about 58 to 59 per cent. The loss of forest cover
was due to development for agriculture and land use policies,
but this loss in designated areas of planned deforestation is
expected to continue to decelerate,” said Sabah Forestry
Department Director, Datuk Sam Mannan.
He added that land set aside for conservation and sustainable
forest management should not go below the threshold of 50
per cent.
“Therefore, it is imperative that this policy of maintaining at
least 50 per cent forest cover and of the right quality, be set in
stone,” he said in a statement in response to an article published
in a local daily claiming that 75 per cent.
According to Datuk Sam, the policy must also be able to
withstand the possibility of changes and therefore, it must
have credible output, institutionalised management, wide

stakeholder participation, independent certification of good
work and consistency in core policies.
Source: Bagang, Eric. “Half of Sabah’s Forests Totally Protected”.
Newsabahtimes.com.my, 6 June 2017.

Chance for Sarawak to shine
in biodiversity R&D
S

arawak is a state that is rich in natural resources and is
considered one of the richest biodiversity hotspots in the
world. It is without doubt a state that can truly be described as
one which can sway the climate change issue in a positive way.
This is because Sarawak still boasts a pristine tropical rainforest
area, which is barely touched, with rich biodiversity within the
forests waiting to be tapped.

The decision to set up a
research council for the state
is not only timely but also
augurs well for the future
development of the state.

However, in order to generate long-term benefits to the
state, the tapping of such bountiful resources requires careful
planning and execution.
It is, therefore, encouraging to learn that Sarawak has recently
announced a decision to embrace R&D in a more concerted
manner. The decision to set up a research council for the state is
not only timely but also augurs well for the future development
of the state.
Sarawak has the unique opportunity to show the world that
it is one resource-rich state which will defy the long-standing
theory that only resource-deficient nations can truly make a
success of R&D.
Note: Extracted from a letter written by Professor Datuk Dr.
Ahmad Ibrahim, Tan Sri Omar Centre for STI Policy and Strategic
Studies, UCSI University, to The STAR.

Photo credit - Sarawak Tourism Board.
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‘One Medal, One Tree’ for KL2017
T

he 2017 SEA Games, or better known as KL2017 will
leave a green legacy, thanks to its elaborate sustainability
management plan. It will be the first edition in the Games’
history to introduce a comprehensive green initiative focusing
on reducing carbon emissions, increasing carbon sink and
on-ground community engagement.
The five key green initiatives are energy management,
waste management, transport management, outreach and
engagement, and tree planting.
To commemorate the event, more than 5,200 trees will be
planted as part of the “One Medal, One Tree” programme,
which match the total number of gold, silver and bronze medals

presented at both the 29th SEA Games and the 9th ASEAN
Para Games held on 19-30 August and 17-23 September,
respectively.
During the prize-giving ceremonies at KL2017, the winning
athletes were each presented with a sapling instead of the
traditional bouquet. These saplings will be planted along
Peninsula Malaysia’s Central Forest Spine which is a series
of reserve forests in Perak, Kelantan and Terengganu. The
saplings, made up of various native Malaysian jungle species,
will be planted between October this year and March 2018.

Youth and Sports Minister, The Hon. Khairy Jamaluddin (centre) leads
the tree planting to mark the launch of the programme.
Photo credit - twitter twtmarathon

Sabah protects local butterflies
I

n a move to ensure the survival of a butterfly species, Sabah
is expanding its protected Bukit Hampuan forest, located near
Mount Kinabalu, by another 26.3 hectares from 1,243 hectares.
Assistant Minister in the Chief Minister’s Department, The
Hon. Datuk Elron Angin said Bukit Hampuan is a habitat for
a butterfly species that is endemic to the area located about
3km from Ranau town.
Portions of Bukit Hampuan were excised as a forest reserve
to make way for copper and gold mining operation in Mamut
between 1975 and 1999. Since then, the Sabah Forestry
Department had sought to expand the forest reserve which
is among the richest in the world in terms of plant diversity.
According to Datuk Elron, Bukit Hampuan is among the
additional 5,066ha of forests that the state wants to protect
due to their high conservation value that include being water
catchment areas.
Another 32,509ha of Class II or commercial forest reserve
and wetland areas will also be reclassified as Class l protected
areas.

Bukit Hampuan Forest Reserve near Mount Kinabalu.
Photo credit - thestardotcomdotmy
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Kota Damansara Community
Forest Park, Selangor
K

ota Damansara Community Forest Park, or better known
as KDCF among the local folks, was part of the defunct Sungai
Buloh Forest Reserve which was gazetted in 1898, making it the
oldest forest reserve in Peninsular Malaysia.
It covers just over 324ha and is a precious refuge for flora and
fauna and a green lung for the urban population of the Klang
Valley. There is an abundance of rare species of plants such as
Begonia aequilateralis as well as primary forest species such as
Meranti thriving at the park.
Gazetted in 2010 for recreational, educational and research
purposes, the park area is a combination of flat land and low
elevation hill, making the forest trails here a popular choice
for hikers and mountain bikers alike. The trails were carefully
designed, constructed and maintained by volunteers such
as the KDCF Society, Trails Association of Kuala Lumpur and
Selangor as well as the Temuan Orang Asli in close consultation
with the Selangor Forestry Department.
A total of 14km of trails have been built with a 3.5km hiking
loop, namely, the Unity Peak and Denai Tiga Puteri trails, being
the latest addition. The new trails allow visitors to enjoy a
panoramic view from the highest part of the park with shelters
provided.
These low impact trails enable visitors to experience the beauty
and serenity of this lowland forest while respecting the living
forest environment.
Forest users are encouraged to stay on these trails to manage
visitor impact to ensure that the park remains rich and vibrant
for generations to come.

Trails are well designed and maintained by volunteers.
Photo credit - aznan ramli

The park is part and parcel of one of the oldest forest reserve. Photo credit - aznan ramli
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