timbermalaysia
VOLUME 19-5 • 2013

MICCOS 2013

Promoting Sustainable Commodities

ITMC Offers

First-Hand Insights into Global
Timber Trade and Industry

ReThink: A New Paradigm
for Malaysian Timber
Brings Home Two Awards
Cover Story

Wondrous Wood,
Fabulous Furniture

One Man’s Uncompromising
Commitment to Sustainability

ISSN 1394-6196 • Published by Malaysian Timber Council

CONTENTS

TIMBER MALAYSIA is published six times a year by the
Malaysian Timber Council (MTC). It is distributed to over 8,000
individuals and timber related companies, agencies and
organisations in 117 countries.
MTC holds the copyright to all its contents, unless otherwise stated.
No part of this publication may be produced or transmitted in any
form or by any means, without prior written permission from MTC.

NEWS
MICCOS 2013 – Promoting Sustainable Commodities ................... 2
MTC Wins “Outstanding Concept Booth Award” at Inaugural
Ecobuild Southeast Asia ...................................................................... 3
ITMC Offers First-Hand Insights into Global Timber Trade
and Industry ...................................................................................... 4–5
MTC Photography Competition 2013 Reveals Wonders of
Malaysian Forest .............................................................................. 6–7

For feedback, subscription, article contribution and/or advertising,

EC Names Two EUTR Monitoring Organisations .......................... 7

please write to: editor_timbermalaysia@mtc.com.my

MTC’s ReThink: A New Paradigm for Malaysian Timber Wins
Malaysia’s Prestigious Book Awards .................................................. 8

Editorial Team

INDUSTRY FOCUS

Suria Zainal
Andrew Kong

USA, RUSSIA AND KAZAKHSTAN – Task Force Market

Kuraibah Zakaria

Research Visits ...................................................................................... 9
CANADA – Global Buyers Mission 2013 ........................................ 10

www.mtc.com.my

JORDAN – Interbuild Jordan Fair 2013 .......................................... 10

HEADQUARTERS
18th Floor, Menara PGRM

FOR THE LOVE OF WOOD

8 Jalan Pudu Ulu, Cheras

Wondrous Wood, Fabulous Furniture - One Man’s

56100 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Uncompromising Commitment to Sustainability..................... 12–21

Tel: +60 3 9281 1999
Fax: +60 3 9282 8999
Email: council@mtc.com.my

GLOBAL COMMUNITY
REDD+ Fails World’s Forest and Climate ..................................... 22
Norway-World Bank Support for Ethiopia in Climate-Smart

LONDON OFFICE
24 Old Queen Street
London SW1H 9HP
United Kingdom.

Land Management ............................................................................. 23
Congo Gets USD21.5 Million to Transform its Vast Forests ........ 24

Tel: +44 207 222 8188

FLORA AND FAUNA

Fax: +44 207 222 8884

Partnership to Conserve Borneo Elephants..................................... 25

Email: council@mtc.co.uk

LETS GO ECO!

DUBAI OFFICE

Sang Kancil on a “Green” Mission .................................................. 26

Suite 12A02, 13th Floor

Public Bank Chips In to Improve City’s Eco-System .................... 26

HDS Tower, F Cluster
Jumeirah Lake Towers
Sheikh Zayed Road, Dubai
United Arab Emirates.

FedEx’s Pledge Towards Sustainability .......................................... 27
Growing Seeds of Hope...................................................................... 27

Tel: +971 4 4279 823

AT ONE WITH NATURE

Fax: +971 4 4508 233

Gunung Gading National Park, Sarawak .................................. 28–29

Email: info@mtcdxb.ae
Guangzhou OFFICE
Unit 2018, Citic Plaza
233 Tianhe Bei Road
Guangzhou
510613 P.R. China.
Tel: +86 020 3877 3019
Fax: +86 020 3877 3091
Email: mtcchina@mtc.com.my

TIMBER MALAYSIA

VOLUME 19-5

EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

A

dopting the theme “Sustainable
Commodity For A Better Tomorrow”,
Malaysia’s premier commodity event,
the Malaysian International Commodity
Conference and Showcase (MICCOS), was
successfully staged over four days in October
2013. MICCOS 2013, the fifth in its series,
was held amidst an upbeat mood, reflective of
the strong performance and contribution of
the sector towards the country’s total export
receipts. The sector recorded RM127.5 billion
worth of exports in 2012, and RM55.4 billion
during the first half of 2013. This performance
is expected to continue towards meeting the
National Commodity Industry Policy’s target
of achieving RM242.6 billion in commoditybased exports by the year 2020. See page 2 for
a report on MICCOS 2013.
MTC participated in the timber pavilion
at MICCOS 2013, showcasing a range
of products and disseminating relevant
information materials. MTC also organised an
“International Timber Marketing Conference”
and a “Consultation and Clinic Session” to
keep industry members abreast of the latest
developments in trade and legislative issues
in major markets around the world (see pages
4-5). Additionally, a showcase of the winning
entries of the MTC Photography Competition
2013 was also incorporated at MICCOS 2013.
The rich and diverse biodiversity of the
Malaysian rainforest, as captured through the
lenses of enthusiastic shutterbugs and nature
lovers across the country, was showcased
during the event (turn to pages 6-7).

ITMC Offers First-Hand Insights into Global Timber Trade and Industry - Pg 4-5.

MICCOS 2013 - Promotiong Sustainable Commodities - Pg 2.

Recognition has been given to MTC for
its efforts in educating, promoting and
generating awareness of timber’s inherent
qualities when two of the Council’s recent
projects were awarded for excellence and
relevance. Award 1: MTC’s booth at the
inaugural Ecobuild Southeast Asia was given
the “Outstanding Concept Booth Award”.
The booth incorporated an attractive combo
of an information backdrop, timber decking
and a glue-laminated structure. A block of
sawntimber was also displayed to represent a
half tone of carbon imprisoned in the wood
(turn to page 3). Award 2: MTC’s latest coffee
table book entitled ReThink: A New Paradigm
For Malaysian Timber, was selected as “book
of the year” when it bagged the main award
(the “Anugerah Perdana”) at the “National
Library – Radio Televisyen Malaysia 2013
Book Awards”. The book also won the award
for the “English Non-Fiction Book Published
by Government Agency” category (see page 8).
In FOR THE LOVE OF WOOD, we caught up
with Luke Hughes, a renowned London-based
furniture craftsman whose first material of
choice is wood, be it for a prayer desk, lectern
and chairs for churches and chapels, shelving
for libraries or clergy seating for Westminster
Abbey that also played host to the royal
wedding of HRH Prince William and
Catherine Middleton. Find out what stokes
Luke’s passion for using timber in his works in
the last 32 years (and counting!), as well as his
thoughts on sustainability and environmental
responsibility (turn to pages 12-21).
Happy reading!
The Editor
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MICCOS 2013 – Promoting
Sustainable Commodities

T

he biennial Malaysian International Commodity Conference and Showcase (MICCOS) entered
its fifth edition this year with the theme “Sustainable Commodity For A Better Tomorrow”.
The event was held at the Malaysian Agro Exposition Park Serdang, Selangor on 24–27 October
2013 and brought together major industry players and entrepreneurs in the commodity sector
which includes palm oil, rubber, timber, cocoa, kenaf, pepper, tobacco and sago.

Datuk Amar Douglas (third from right) during a guided tour of MICCOS 2013. Photo credit: MPIC.

This year’s theme reflects the need for the
commodity sector to transform, especially in the
aspect of sustainability, in order to remain
competitive in the future. Minister of Plantation
Industries and Commodities, His Honourable
Datuk Amar Douglas Uggah Embas, said that events
such as MICCOS 2013 is the right platform to
showcase various innovations and transformations
that are happening in the commodity sector.

MTC, besides participating in the exhibition, also
organised a number of activities to coincide with the
four-day event. These include the International
Timber Marketing Conference (ITMC) which
served as a networking platform for key players
within the industry to share and exchange views and
ideas as well as exploring new opportunities that
await the local timber sector (see article on the
ITMC on pages 4–5).

Officiating the opening of MICCOS 2013, the
Minister also recognised the commodity-based
industry’s significant contribution to the nation’s
growth. In 2012, the commodity sector generated
RM127.5 billion in export revenue or 18.5 percent of
the country’s overall export revenue totaling
RM702.2 billion. Up to June this year, the
commodity sector recorded RM55.4 billion or 16.4
percent of the country’s overall RM337.8 billion
export revenue. Datuk Amar Douglas believes that
the commodity sector will continue to be one of the
country’s main export revenues despite the
uncertainty of the global economy.

Winning entries of the 2013 MTC Photography
Competition, with the theme “Wonders of Malaysian
Forest”, were also showcased during MICCOS 2013.
The winning images featured the beauty and
diversity of the Malaysian forest (turn to pages 6-7
to find out the winners of the competition).

According to Datuk Amar Douglas, the Ministry
will also ensure that the timber industry continue to
develop under its wing, in line with the objectives
outlined under the National Timber Industry Policy
to meet the target of achieving RM53 billion in
timber exports by 2020.
Over 30,000 visitors attended MICCOS 2013 which
featured the participation of major producers,
manufacturers, exporters and representatives from
related agencies. Seminars, talks and development
programmes were also held during the exhibition.
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The next edition of MICCOS will be held in 2015.
MICCOS 2013 OBJECTIVES
• To provide more opportunities for business
customisation of private industry players from
within and outside the country;
• To promote new innovations and technologies
as well as to attract new entrepreneurs in the
sector of agriculture and commodities;
• To promote and expand cooperation among
stakeholders; and
• To promote the exchange of ideas and
discussion, especially amongst industry players
to develop and promote the development of the
plantation and commodity sector.

NEWS

MTC Wins “Outstanding Concept Booth
Award” at Inaugural Ecobuild Southeast Asia

M

TC won the “Outstanding Concept Booth Award”, beating 210 other exhibitors at the
inaugural Ecobuild Southeast Asia, showcasing the Council’s commitment to providing
visitors an exceptional experience in learning more about timber and the advantages of timber as
a high quality, renewable, sustainable and eco-friendly construction material.

Datuk Fadillah (left) at the MTC booth with other prominent guests and Datuk Yeo (second from right).

With 36 sqm in size, the eye-catching and unique
booth displayed an attractive combo of an
information backdrop, timber decking and a simple
Glulam structure. A highly-engineered timber
material for large-span construction, Glulam or
glue-laminated timber, is flexible, stronger than
steel, fire resistant, and most importantly,
ecologically sustainable.
Another interesting attraction at the MTC booth
was a block of sawntimber display to represent a
half tonne of carbon imprisoned in the wood.
Visitors were encouraged to sit on the block of wood
and have their photographs taken with the sign
“I’m sitting on half tonne of carbon!” to deliver
the message of how efficiently timber sequesters
carbon, and the fact that the carbon is forever
trapped in the wood once harvested.
Ecobuild is the world’s biggest event for sustainable
design, construction and the built environment.
The event recently extended its international reach
to Southeast Asia at the Putra World Trade Centre
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 17–19 September
2013 to offer local and international industry
players the opportunity to discover the latest
eco-friendly innovations that can be incorporated
into “green” designs for eco-friendly buildings
and townships.

Architects, builders and specifiers were drawn to
the attractive booth, which also featured a backdrop
explaining the role of growing trees and timber in
sequestering carbon, and information on timber’s
technical features, and innovative engineered
timber-based built-form solutions.
MTC received positive feedback from the visitors,
many of whom said that the facts they discovered
about timber created an impression on them. In
other words, it also effectively raised timber’s
profile as a building material that is not only
beautiful, warm and versatile but also eco-friendly,
sustainable and renewable.
Visitors who stopped by the booth also got the
chance to find out more about MTC’s range of
specialist publications featuring ideas on using
timber correctly and creatively in construction.
Ecobuild Southeast Asia was officiated by Minister
of Works, His Honourable Datuk Fadillah Yusof,
who also spent some time at the MTC booth to
explore timber’s timeless appeal. The Minister took
time to sit on the block of sawntimber and have his
photograph taken. MTC Acting CEO Datuk Yeo
Heng Hau also presented the Minister with a copy
of MTC’s latest coffee table book, Re-Think: A New
Paradigm for Malaysian Timber.
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ITMC Offers First-Hand Insights into
Global Timber Trade and Industry

T

he International Timber Marketing Conference (ITMC), which was held on 24 October
2013, provided Malaysian timber industry players with current insights into the latest issues
and trends of the timber trade and industry from a global perspective.

Datuk Yeo (centre) flanked by MTC Regional Directors and Market Correspondents during the Q&A session.

The conference, organised by MTC, was held at the
Malaysian Agro Exposition Park Serdang in
conjunction with the 5th Malaysia International
Commodity Conference and Showcase. It also
served as a networking platform for key players
within the industry to share and exchange views
and ideas as well as explore new opportunities that
await the Malaysian timber sector.
ITMC, officiated by the Minister of Plantation
Industries and Commodities, His Honourable
Datuk Amar Douglas Uggah Embas, saw the
participation of MTC’s Regional Directors based in
London and Dubai, and Market Correspondents
from India, Australia, Mauritius and Russia in
various presentations and discussions on
topics, namely:

A paper entitled “Timber Market in China”,
prepared by MTC Guangzhou, was also distributed
during the event.
MTC Acting CEO, Datuk Yeo Heng Hau said the
ITMC was the perfect avenue for local industry
players to gain direct information and
understanding of current trends, opportunities and
challenges facing the global timber trade
and industry.

• Timber Market and Regulatory Developments
in Europe
• Russian Timber Industry Overview
• Timber Market Focus – Middle East 2014
• India Timber Market Update
• The Insights into the Markets for Malaysian
Timber and Timber Products in Mauritius,
Reunion Island and South Africa
• The Australian Timber and Timber Product
Market – Current Trends
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President of The Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia,
Mr. George Tan, posing a question to the speakers.

NEWS

“Our Regional Directors and Market
Correspondents who are based overseas are well
equipped with first-hand knowledge and on-theground experience and I am confident that their
presentations will enlighten industry members and
create a greater awareness of the latest happenings
in the respective markets that they oversee. The
Conference also helps identify opportunities for
industry players to venture into or enhance their
presence in these export markets.
“MTC has always been at the forefront of gathering
market information to feed the local timber
industry players to help them better understand
various timber markets globally. In recent years,
for example, Australia, the EU and USA have
legislated laws that aim to encourage the import of
legal and sustainable timber-based products into
their respective markets. Such information is vital
to the continuity and sustainable growth of
Malaysian exporters’ businesses in these
environmentally-sensitive markets. ITMC offers
them updates to help them seize opportunities in
meeting new market needs,” Datuk Yeo added.

Industry members meeting up with MTC Market Correspondents
during the Consultation and Clinic Session.

Additionally, a Consultation and Clinic Session
with MTC’s Regional Directors and Market
Correspondents was held at MTC HQ on
25 October 2013 for members of the Malaysian
timber industry to gain a deeper insight into the
latest trends and updates in the markets
of interest.

MTC’s Global Network
Base
London
Dubai
Guangzhou
HQ

Coverage

Portfolio

EU

“Green” advocacy and
trade promotion

Middle East and
North Africa

Trade promotion

China, Japan, South Korea

Trade promotion

Rest of the world

“Green” advocacy and
trade promotion
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MTC Photography Competition 2013
Reveals Wonders of Malaysian Forest

A

ravishing patterned formation of crane flies was adjudged winner of the ‘Flora and Fauna’
category in the MTC Photography Competition 2013.

MTC Acting CEO, Datuk Yeo Heng Hau (fourth from left), and Datin Paduka Nurmala Abdul Rahim (sixth from left) posing with the winners and
competition officials.

“The photo was taken near Gunung Ledang (in
Johor state) early this year. I was amazed by the
refraction of light upon the crane flies which
displays the sheer beauty of the forest’s inhabitants,”
said 48 year-old Lek Kah Meng, a photography
enthusiast from Kota Tinggi, Johor, and who
submitted the winning entry.
Aimed at promoting greater awareness about the
importance of environmental protection and
appreciation among the public, the MTC
Photography Competition 2013 offered prizes
worth RM60,000 to the winners. The prizes were
awarded during the prize presentation ceremony by
the guest-of-honour, the Secretary-General of the
Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities,
Datin Paduka Nurmala Abdul Rahim, in conjuction
with the 5th Malaysia International Commodity
Conference and Showcase held in October 2013.
With the theme, “Wonders of Malaysian Forest”, the
photography competition attracted more than 700
entries from shutterbugs and photography
enthusiasts from all over Malaysia who
demonstrated their best works that reflect the beauty
and natural splendour of the Malaysian forest in
four categories – “Human Interaction with the
Forest”, “Flora and Fauna”, “Glory of the Forest”
and “Wood and Its Many Uses”.
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Tan Kia Han won the “Glory of the Forest”
category while Cheong Thoong Leong was named
the first prize winner of the “Wood and its Many
Uses” category. There was no winner for the
“Human Interaction with the Forest” category as
the panel of judges felt that the overall criteria for a
winning shot were not fulfilled by any of the
participants in that category.
This year’s competition introduced a special
category for students aged 20 and below where they
were allowed to submit photos from any of the four
categories and the winner was chosen based on the
best overall picture.
Seventeen year-old Sara Kong Zi Ling from Kuala
Lumpur was surprised but ecstatic when she found
out that her photo won the first prize for the
“Student” category. “This is my first participation in
a photography competition, so you can imagine how
happy and excited I am with this win!” exclaimed
Sara, who plans to spend her cash prize on
upgrading her photography equipment.
MTC’s Photography Competition serves as an
avenue for Malaysia’s photography enthusiasts,
amateur or professional, to share their creative and
imaginative interpretation of the magical wonders of
the country’s lush tropical forests and the glorious
display of colourful flora and fauna with the public.

NEWS

Fifty-six percent of Malaysia’s land area is still
under natural forest cover and the nation is truly
blessed with an abundance of rainforests to support
the country’s socio-economic and ecological need.
MTC will continue to educate and generate greater
awareness and understanding amongst the public
about the importance of intelligent forest
conservation, through many exciting and engaging
activities such as this photography competition.
Meanwhile, the competition’s Chief Judge,
Mohamad Izham Che Ros said that the panel
of judges was impressed with the quality of the
winning entries in this year’s competition.
“The images were technically impressive, sharp,
remarkable and colourful. The winners undeniably
have an eye for detail and an artistic inclination
to have waited for the right moment to capture
the essence of their subjects. We would like to
congratulate the winners for their hard-earned
effort,” added Mohamad Izham, a professional
photographer himself.

Datin Paduka Nurmala takes a closer look at Lek Kah Ming’s
winning shot.

The MTC Photography Competition 2013 ran from
1 July to 25 August 2013. The official sponsors for
the competition include CIMB-Principal Asset
Management, AmInvestment Bank, KAF Fund
Management, Aberdeen Asset Management and
Hwang Investment Management.

EC Names Two EUTR
Monitoring Organisations

T

he first two EU Timber Regulation (EUTR) Monitoring Organisations (MOs) have been named
by the European Commission. The two MOs are NEPCon of Denmark and Conlegno of Italy.

The MOs have the role of helping EU operators
(companies which first place timber on the EU
market) to meet their obligations under the EUTR
to undertake due diligence supplier illegality risk
assessment. The MO does not exempt companies
that use their services from liability. But it provides
them with a ready-made due diligence system to
implement, and advises and monitors them in its use.
NEPCon’s due diligence system is branded
LegalSource, and is already in use by companies
internationally. NEPCon has worked closely with
the European Timber Trade Federation (ETTF) in
helping the industry meet the demands of the EUTR.
Conlegno is an independent body established by
FederlegnoArredo, the Italian wood, furniture and
cork sector association, of which ETTF member
Fedecomlegno is a part. Its due diligence system
is based on the tools and guidelines provided by
the ETTF.

André de Boer.

ETTF Secretary General, André de Boer (pic), said
it would have made more sense for the EC to have
appointed MOs prior to the EUTR coming into
force in March, but welcomed the news that
NEPCon and Conlegno had come successfully
through the approval process.
Source: ETTF, 2 September 2013.
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MTC’s ReThink: A New Paradigm for
Malaysian Timber Wins Malaysia’s
Prestigious Book Awards

S

pending countless hours deciding and fussing over the content and the best way to entice
readers to discover timber’s timeless appeal has borne fruit for MTC when its latest coffee table
book ReThink: A New Paradigm for Malaysian Timber won the prestigious “Anugerah Perdana” at
the “Anugerah Buku Perpustakaan Negara Malaysia (PNM) – Radio Televisyen Malaysia (RTM)
2013”, beating more than 150 titles that competed in the Awards.

century expressions. It is also an invitation to
consider Malaysian timbers due to their variety,
beautiful grains and durability in architectural and
interior designs.

Suria Zainal (second from right) receiving the awards from
Datuk Seri Mohamed Nazri.

“Anugerah Buku PNM – RTM 2013” aims to give
recognition and appreciation to Malaysian writers
and publishers for their contribution in enhancing
the development of the book publishing industry.
It also promotes quality publications in Malaysia
and serves as a catalyst to the country’s publishing
industry initiative.
Jointly published by MTC and MPH
Publishing Group, Re-Think: A New Paradigm for
Malaysian Timber also won the award for the
“English Non-Fiction Book Published by
Government Agency” category.

Winning the two awards was testament of the
Council’s commitment towards producing high
quality publications to educate, promote and
generate awareness of Malaysian timber’s inherent
qualities. The book offers architects, interior
designers and contractors a better understanding of
Malaysian timber as a building material. The aim
is to instill confidence in them to acknowledge and
embrace timber as a high quality, natural,
recyclable, sustainable, energy efficient, carbon
neutral and an environmentally friendly building
material compared to other building materials.
Architects and designers are invited to experiment
with Malaysian timber, which is a highly versatile
material, to help unleash their design potential.
With timber’s versatility, the only limit is
our imagination.
Minister of Tourism and Culture, His Honourable
Datuk Seri Mohamed Nazri Abdul Aziz presented
the awards at the prize-giving ceremony, which was
recently held in Kuala Lumpur.

Co-authored by Suria Zainal, MTC Senior Director
for Communications and Investments, and Ar. Lee
Chor Wah, Principal of Lee Chor Wah Architect,
the 216-page book invites readers to feast their eyes
on stunning photographs of structures and
interiors featuring Malaysian timber in properties
such as private homes, luxury resorts, hotels and
commercial spaces in Malaysia, Singapore and
in a few of the most heavenly resort islands in
Mauritius and the Maldives.

Re-Think: A New Paradigm for Malaysian Timber
takes readers on a beautiful journey to explore the
timeless beauty, appeal and durability of Malaysian
timber, and aims to inspire architects and
designers through designs and structures that have
been injected with traditional elements or 21st
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The book is available at MPH and leading
bookstores in Malaysia and Singapore. Please
email Mr. Andrew Kong (andrew@mtc.com.my)
or Ms. Kuraibah Zakaria (kuraibah@mtc.com.my)
if you wish to purchase a copy from us.

INDUSTRY FOCUS
Usa, russia and kazakhstan
Task Force Market Research Visits

Meeting with representatives of Domus A in Almaty, Kazakhstan.

M

TC organised a Task Force Market Research
Visit to the United States from 28 September
to 7 October 2013. The visit was led by Chin Lee
Yen of the Malaysian Wood Mouldings and Joinery
Council (MWMJC) and comprised Tuan Haji Abdul
Wahab Abdul Razak (Association of Malaysian
Bumiputra Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs
– PEKA), Pon Chia Hwee (Malaysian Wood
Industries Association – MWIA), Chua Song Fong
(Timber Exporters’ Association Malaysia – TEAM)
and MTC Director for Timber Industries
Development Dr. Wong Tuck Meng.
The purpose of the visit, which covered San
Fransisco and Portland, was to find out more
about how wood is being specified or used as well
as to gather information on current market trends
and developments in the US timber industry,
particularly on joinery products.

Another Task Force delegation led by Goh Chee
Yew of MWIA visited Russia and Kazakhstan
on 1– 9 October 2013. The objectives of the visit
were to gain in-depth knowledge of the status and
developments in the sawntimber, laminated
scantlings and general mouldings industry sectors
in Russia and Kazakhstan as well as to explore
potential business opportunities.
The delegates included George Tan (TEAM),
Tan Leong Yeok (MWMJC), Hilmi Awang (PEKA)
and MTC Acting CEO Datuk Yeo Heng Hau.
Among the companies that the Malaysian
delegation met in Russia were Crocus Group,
DLH Group, Woodstock, Thermo Holt,
Cork Centre and Oknoburg. While in Kazakhstan,
the delegates visited Domus A, Papa Carlo,
Al Alma, Kazles and Mercury.

In San Fransisco, the delegates participated in the
2013 San Francisco Living: Home Tours, visited
construction sites and timber merchants as well as
met up with an architect and home builder,
Blair Burke General Contractors, Inc.
In Portland, the delegates visited several timberrelated companies, namely, Tumac Lumber,
Aztec International Timber and Trading, Kayu
International, Wood Brokerage International and
Nova USA Wood.

During the visit to Tumac Lumber in Portland, USA.
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Canada
Global Buyers Mission 2013
The GBM is a three-day invitation-only tradeshow
that comprised business networking, product and
raw material showcase as well as conferences
organised by BC Wood. The event brings together
wood product manufacturers and suppliers who are
interested to grow export markets and develop new
business relationships.
Eight Malaysian timber-related companies took
part in the event this year, namely Asia Timber
House, Maxwell Wood, Ah Hai Industries,
Masaaki Kayu, Holmawood, LYL Impex, LB
Furniture and Chuan Heng Furniture.
Some of the Malaysian delegates to GBM 2013.

M

TC once again organised the participation
of Malaysian timber companies to the 10th
Annual Global Buyers Mission (GBM) held on
5 – 7 September 2013 in Whistler, British
Columbia, Canada. This marked the fourth time
that MTC has attended the annual event together
with timber industry members.

The objective of the mission was to provide the
delegates with opportunities to meet with qualified
Canadian suppliers and manufacturers as well as
buyers and timber traders from around the world.
They were also given the chance to view new
product developments, and latest designs and
trends in raw material utilisation.
MTC also organised visits to several Canadian
mills and reload centres around Vancouver.

Jordan
Interbuild Jordan Fair 2013

M

TC participated in the Interbuild Jordan Fair
2013 held from 30 September to 3 October
2013 in Amman, Jordan. It was the sixth edition of
the fair and forum for construction, building
industry, architecture, interior decoration, indoor
technology, door systems, electrical and mechanical
industrial products.
Interbuild Jordan this year attracted 4,657 visitors
comprising engineers, professional and trade
visitors, decision makers, contractors and
consultants. It was participated by 102 exhibitors
from Turkey, Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and Asian
countries including Thailand and Malaysia.
The exhibitors showcased a range of latest
products, services and environment-friendly
technologies to support the infrastructure
and construction growth in Jordan and
neighbouring Iraq.
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MTC’s booth at the fair.

SOUTHEAST ASIA’S

NO.1

FURNITURE
FAIR
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FOR THE LOVE OF WOOD

H

alfway through his Cambridge days, Luke Hughes switched from History to History of
Architecture, and now makes a living by designing and making furniture. According to Luke,
good furniture not only speaks visually but also embodies integrity, with oodles of personality
thrown in, and is ready for a long-term relationship with its user. Is it any wonder that he
loves timber best as the main material for his craft? TIMBER MALAYSIA caught up with the
furniture craftsman, who lives and breathes sustainability, to discover more about his 32-year old
business and his endless love for timber.

Our business was founded on principles of
environmental responsibility. The longer a
building and its furniture stay relevant, the longer
the carbon stays locked up. The longer it stays
locked up, the less we contribute to CO2 emissions.
Long life equates with locked up carbon. We design
for a 30-50 years minimum.

Luke discussing technical design details with associate Nicola Davies.

TM: What defines good design for furniture and
what is Luke Hughes & Co’s design philosophy?
Luke: Architecture, and the way people inhabit it,
defines the shape of our furniture. We work closely
with clients to understand how they use their
spaces before we design or build anything, then
draw on our expertise to suggest creative ways of
making them work harder. This collaborative
approach is maintained from the first brief to
fit-out and beyond, offering considered advice on
care and maintenance.
We want our designs to connect seamlessly with a
building’s architecture and provide practical
solutions that delight the eye and reward the user.
We take great pride in our furniture and never lose
our concern for its well-being. Every piece of Luke
Hughes furniture is built to last and add value over
many years.
TM: Why is timber your number one material of
choice for furniture?
Luke: Choice of material is, for us, a moral issue.
If one wants to promote sustainability, then the
choice of material must fulfil various criteria
including renewability, recyclability, social impact
and integrity of the source. In the construction
industry, few players consider these criteria and
certainly do not specify enough timber.
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Designers need to understand both sustainability
and the effect of graceful ageing. They need to
understand that bumps and scrapes are a natural
part of timber. One of timber’s main advantage,
however, is that it can always be re-worked to make
it good as new.
Wood fulfils not only the criteria of beauty,
functionality and practicality, but it is also durable
and fits well into my overarching ideal of
sustainable design. The ability of wood to be easily
maintained depends a lot on how the wood is
designed. Unfortunately, few architects are trained
in timber detailing and I think they are a little
frightened of it. Westminster Abbey has a timber
door that is 971 years young and it’s still
functioning and on its hinges. What does that say
about good design and timber’s durability?
There’s real value in something that lasts a long
time. In any case, if you add up the real costs of
manufacturing, only about a quarter actually goes
on materials and skill. The rest goes on taxes,
distribution costs and professional fees (see pie-chart
on page 20). If you’re only designing for a 10-year
life, you’re bound to pay huge amounts just on
taxes and fees. Better by far to plan for the long-term
and put more into higher quality materials and
promoting a sense of permanence.
Timber has another appeal: poetry. It has the
ability to evoke memories, to talk of the past and
with that comes a degree of dignity. Timber also
has tactility and warmth. Steel, glass and other
building materials have their uses but they don’t
appeal to the same emotions.
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“Wood fulfils not only the criteria of beauty, functionality and practicality, but it is also durable and fits well into my overarching ideal of sustainable design.” - Luke Hughes.

FOR THE LOVE OF WOOD

TM: What is your number one pet peeve on
timber usage?
Luke: I’ve been to Vietnam where they make a lot
of contract furniture for hotels and resorts. These
are often made in open-air factories and there
seems to be little humidity control there. If the
finished furniture is destined for an air-conditioned
environment, it will surely shrink. If one doesn’t
know how to design around that potential
shrinkage, there will inevitably be defects later.
Timber is a material that requires to be
understood; once its inherent characteristics are
properly managed, it can serve you for generations.
I would like to write a book some day and help
people, particularly architects and designers,
understand timber. An architect or a designer must
be able to ask the right questions on timber.

Details of a prayer desk in European Oak, in St. George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle,
one of the homes of the Queen and Royal Family.
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Lectern and chairs in European Oak, in the nave of Canterbury Cathedral, made for the enthronement of Archbishop George Carey in 1991.

INDUSTRY FOCUS
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Prayer desks in European Oak, and Holy Table in American Black Walnut,
decorated with 17th century solid silver candle stands.

FOR THE LOVE OF WOOD

TM: What is your idea of “sustainable living”
and transcending short-term trends; and how
does your design philosophy and processes
contribute to that concept?
Luke: We believe that the best furniture is not only
fit for purpose, but also inherently “right” within
the architectural space it occupies. Its utility
endures over time, offering an exceptional return
on investment when purchase price, lifespan,
maintenance costs and revenue generated
are considered.
Creating sustainable designs isn’t just a process; it’s
a way of life which should be embedded in people’s
psyche. It isn’t just a matter of ticking the right
boxes. For me, choice of materials plays a huge role,
especially in terms of the resources required to
convert something into a usable material.
Whenever possible, only the minimum should be
provided to make spaces habitable. Creating
sustainable designs requires a tremendous amount
of careful thought, research and planning that go
deep into the heart of promoting humanity: what
material shall I use? What curing techniques are
eco-friendly to both the user and the environment?
Will it recycle well later?
We do a lot of work for Oxbridge colleges and just
finished a project for Harvard. We are also working
on a few projects for Yale University. Oxford was
founded in 1250. Harvard was founded in 1636.
The older British and American universities often
take a long-term view when furnishing their
libraries and lecture halls.
I trust that the Asian growth and its culture of
prioritising education will be a big boost to
traditional furniture craftsmanship. Many of these
schools adopt long-standing values, and are
increasingly taking the long-term view on their
physical environment.

Another of Luke’s lectern design.
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FOR THE LOVE OF WOOD

TM: Timber as a raw material has become more
expensive. What are your thoughts on combining
veneer with solid cheaper wood?
Luke: I have no problem with laying good veneer
on chipboard, MDF, plywood or other cheaper
timber bases. The crucial thing is structural and
material integrity and picking the right material
for the right purpose. For instance, we never use
MDF for horizontal bookshelves as it has no
structural integrity when supporting heavy books,
but there’s every reason to use MDF for vertical
uses and for taking paint finishes.
I use veneer overlays on my furniture when it is
appropriate. Making bookcases from solid wood is
over-specifying. We use plywood and solid wood
only for parts that require strength and structural
integrity. For chairs, we must use solid wood.
TM: What of passing on your knowledge to the
younger generation?

TM: Tell us about marrying beauty, functionality
and practicality in your designs.
Luke: Sometimes I find it hard to understand
purchasing patterns. Ten to fifteen years ago,
we were looking at the overall feasibility of public
healthcare, and hospital design was one of the
components in this exercise. The research was
clear: hospitals with wards pose a greater risk of
infection. So, obviously it would be much cheaper
in the longer term to build separate rooms but they
still decided to stick with wards regardless of the
financial logic! There needs to be a change of
mindset and some education. Part of the problem
exists when everything gets driven by an
accounting process or short-term profit motive:
accounting should be a tool and not a driver in
decision-making.

Luke: Currently, the British education system
doesn’t have a strong enough vocational stream to
provide a steady supply of skilled craftsmen for the
furniture-making industry. Lately, however,
economic logic has driven people to realise that
vocational training is very important and could be
more desirable to having a third-rate degree.
I laud the Building Crafts College in Stratford,
which offers many vocational courses from
carpentry and joinery to bricklaying and stone
masonry as there is currently a huge supply gap for
experienced craftsmen in Britain.

When I first came to Malaysia in 1974, I was
working on a cargo ship. We were warned not to
bring the ship too close to the Chinese junks in
case they made holes in the ship, because the junks
were made of really tough timbers!
I love designing furniture for libraries. I don’t
design buildings but I strongly believe the
furniture must follow the architecture of a
building. I’ve received appreciation letters from
schools and universities saying how much students
enjoy being in their re-designed libraries. One
sixteen-year-old pupil even wrote to us for an
internship because she was so impressed with how
we had transformed her school library.
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Stacking chairs for Canterbury Cathedral.

FOR THE LOVE OF WOOD

We have three designers who joined us in the last
18 months, and they are all in their 20’s. We have a
total of six designers and 21 people in the whole
team altogether. We also welcome interns from
universities and schools. What I’ve been doing
quietly in my furniture workshop in Covent Garden
for the last 32 years is appreciated by others. This
is our contribution towards the continuity of
our craft.

“I strongly believe that the furniture must follow the architecture of a building.”
– Luke Hughes.

Canterbury Tales and Divine Deals
Luke Hughes & Co (LH & Co) is not interested
in quick-fixes. LH & Co perceives their
furnishing relationships with clients as just like a
marriage: the fundamentals of the solution must
be solid because they prefer to be in for the
long-haul, rather than for quick fixes.
“There’s no point making something that breaks
down after three or four years. We view good
furniture as an investment, not only by our
clients but also by us. Furniture is not just
products. They must be designed within context.
Good furniture craftsmanship is also about
finding practical, long-term and in many cases,
trend-proof solutions for the client,”
explained Luke.
Having built up a dossier of impressive projects,
it is no wonder that LH & Co has been sought
after to restore or supply furniture in churches
and cathedrals. More often than not, wood is a
material of choice given its timelessness,
durability and versatility.
One of LH & Co’s high-profile projects includes
the crafting and supply of 350 stacking chairs
for Canterbury Cathedral. These chairs, made
using American White Oak, can stack up to five
high in the aisles of Canterbury Cathedral to
facilitate storage.
Another highlight of LH & Co’s list of
ecclesiastical projects is designing clergy seating
for Westminster Abbey, the challenge of which
was the uneven Cosmati flooring right before the
High Altar. Cosmati flooring is essentially “cut
work” formed of elaborate inlays of small
triangles and rectangles of coloured stones and
glass mosaics encrusted upon stone surfaces.

The floor was laid down in 1268 by order of
Henry III who had started re-building Edward
the Confessor’s Abbey in the new Gothic style
in 1245.
“We designed a special foot for the clergy chairs.
Sliding wedge feet stabilise the seating. These
feet were also lined with felt pads which were
crucial to protect the priceless Cosmati flooring,”
explained Luke.
Four benches and two chairs were designed
and supplied in time for the Pope’s visit in
September 2010. In April 2011, Luke’s seating
also played host to the royal wedding of the year,
that of HRH Prince William and his bride,
Catherine Middleton.
“In many projects, our first material of choice is
wood. Apart from its warmth and natural feel,
it is also the most hygienic material for a public
space as it is easy to clean and maintain. Its high
strength-to-weight ratio also means that we are
able to build strong furniture which is not
necessarily heavy, and which can be managed,
moved or stacked by only one or two people.
Using wood makes all the difference in elevating
the quality of usage in a public space,”
added Luke.
LH & Co has also designed altars, lecterns and
choir stalls. Other creations include stacking pews,
which have also been designed to suit the interior
architectural features of a church, and to fulfil
modern-day demands for the multi-functionality
of a public place of worship.
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GLOBAL COMMUNITY

REDD+ Fails World’s Forest
and Climate
– By Wally Menne, Durban, August 2013

I

suspect that at the present rate, we will all be old (or dead) long before any meaningful solutions
are found for the challenges facing reduce deforestation and forest degradation (REDD+) as
it is presently conceptualised. However, it is my belief that the problems that are blocking the
development of a workable policy to prevent forest loss and deterioration are already well known,
but have been deliberately ignored.

In much the same way as REDD+ projects merely
displace logging to other areas, relocating their
polluting industries to obliging countries in the
South also increases the transportation emissions
from both raw materials and finished goods.

Real and lasting preservation of nature can only be made possible
with a collective commitment.

First, I believe that REDD+ fails to address the need
for polluting industrialised nations to compensate
developing countries for ecological damage caused
by historical and ongoing overexploitation and
consumption of fossil fuels. Instead countries such
as Norway and Germany have used their economic
advantage to support the establishment of schemes
like the CDM, and of course REDD+, that have
distracted attention from finding more effective
ways to actually reduce global emissions.
Second, it should be clear that in order to reach a
global agreement that might realistically hope to
reduce emissions, logically it should include doing
something about the profligate consumption of
manufactured goods, as well as the expansion of
motorised transportation, that are directly
responsible for rising greenhouse gas emissions as
well as for accelerating the irreversible loss of
forests, grasslands and other natural carbon sinks.
REDD+ theory fails to make the connection
between rapidly increasing global consumption
and diminishing finite resources.
Instead, governments appear to believe that a
convoluted system of trading with market-based
‘offsets’ and ‘credits’ will miraculously save the
climate. Southern governments have been convinced
that this will work, and that they would benefit from
investments into ‘sustainable’ CDM projects; whilst
Northern governments appear to have considered
the UNFCCC carbon trading circus as a convenient
excuse for continuing with business as usual.
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I believe these contradictions still plague the climate
negotiations, and in particular the REDD+ debate,
draining the energy of negotiators and observers
alike, while hope for saving the climate recedes.
The belief that piecemeal forest safeguards and
plantation certification will somehow redeem
REDD+ will only prolong the earth’s suffering.
These measures will more likely encourage the
destruction and replacement of forests with alien
tree monocultures, but on the ‘bright side’, keep
financial institutions and carbon consultants in
work, making money out of nature’s misfortune.
Undoubtedly, there is an urgent need to preserve
natural habitat including forests, together with the
biodiversity that helps make ecosystems function.
Protecting indigenous peoples’ role as earth-keepers
is a crucial part of this. However, real and lasting
preservation of the natural world will only be
possible if a collective commitment is made by
governments to immediately reduce the consumption
of industrial commodities, in order to slow further
encroachment on and destruction of natural areas.
Overall energy consumption should also be
stabilised; at a point that will prevent the need to
expand fossil fuel extraction and combustion.
To achieve these changes will require voluntarily
ending artificial fossil-fuel subsidies and cheap
finance, so as to reduce energy addiction. This
should also stop the habitat-destruction that has
justified the establishment of heavily protected
conservation areas, and the mindless tourism
that usually follows. Such protected areas can
undermine local communities by giving privileged
access to their resources to outsiders. This can also
lead to increased migration to city-slums as a result
of local community conflicts over limited land,
food, fuel and water.
Though the world’s governments may fail to face up
to this challenge, and continue their lemming-like
rush to self destruction through procrastination,
I believe we (as NGOs) should also take some blame
for having legitimised the UNFCCC process
through our willing co-option (co-operation and
participation).

GLOBAL COMMUNITY

Norway-World Bank Support for
Ethiopia in Climate-Smart
Land Management

E

thiopia signed two agreements with Norway and the World Bank in its effort to fight climate
change, promote sustainable rural development and build resilience. The two deals will
provide significant financing for sustainable land management, climate-smart agriculture and
forest protection in the country.

Representatives of the Government of Norway and World Bank signing the agreements to support Ethiopia.
Photo credit: Norwegian Embassy Addis Ababa.

The first agreement injects USD50 million grant
funds from Norway to co-finance the Sustainable
Land Management Program (SLMP II) aimed at
reducing land degradation and increasing land
productivity of smallholder farmers.
In the second agreement, Norway provides USD13
million through the World Bank’s BioCarbon
Fund (BioCF) to support Ethiopia’s Climate
Resilient Green Economy (CRGE) Facility and to
promote climate-smart agriculture, forest
protection and land rehabilitation at the landscape
level. Norway’s contribution complements initial
funding of USD5 million from the United
Kingdom’s Department for International
Development, and ongoing financing from the
Forest Carbon Partnership Facility.

The BioCF Fund will enable Ethiopia to fully
finance its ongoing reduce deforestation and forest
degradation (REDD+) readiness process and to
develop a REDD+ pilot programme at a Regional
State level. It will also provide advisory services
to the CRGE Facility, in particular to enhance
access to climate finance for REDD+ and other
land-based activities.
This new initiative provides an important boost to
the activities of the CRGE Facility, which was
established to spearhead Ethiopia’s efforts to reach
carbon neutrality by 2025.
Source: allafrica.com.

Under SLMP I, which started in 2008, over 190,000
hectares of degraded communal and individual
farmlands have been rehabilitated and agricultural
productivity has improved in areas that were
hitherto found to be less productive. SLMP II
scales up these achievements.
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GLOBAL COMMUNITY

Congo Gets USD21.5 Million to
Transform its Vast Forests

T

he Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) has won approval of a USD21.5 million grant
from the Climate Investment Funds (CIF) to jump-start sustainable management of its
critically important forest sector to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and strengthen
forest governance.

The USD21.5 million grant will jump-start DRC’s future sustainable management of its critically important forest sector.
Photo credit: Bobulix.

The USD26.6 million Integrated Reduce
Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+)
Project in the Mbuji-Mayi/Kananga and Kisangani
Basins will carry out a series of pilot initiatives to
help reduce forest GHG emissions and poverty in
large swaths of degraded savannah and closed
forest areas. Apart from the grant, the project will
also receive DRC Government contribution of
USD4.4 million and contributions of USD70
million by project beneficiaries. The project, aimed
to be completed in five years, will be implemented
with support from the African Development Bank
(AfDB), one of the CIF’s multilateral development
bank partners and a mainstay for climate and
development in Africa.
Going into implementation, the project provides
for integrating private sector, local communities,
and civil society in sustainable forest management,
forest plantations, and improving sustainable
agriculture, land tenure security, and the
wood-energy sector’s sustainability.
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DRC is one of the world’s great forest nations,
with two-thirds of the country endowed with
tropical forest. The DRC Government has
developed a REDD National Strategy Framework
to transform its forest sector by ramping up
national and local coordination of REDD+,
bolstering its institutional capacity for sustainable
forest governance, increasing stakeholder
involvement, and boosting the private sector’s
willingness to invest.
The infusion of support from the Forest Investment
Program (FIP) and AfDB is a crucial element to
ensure the project’s success. DRC is one of three
African countries – along with Burkina Faso and
Ghana – which have been selected to serve as FIP
pilot countries in Africa supported by the AfDB.
Source: African Development Bank.

FLORA AND FAUNA

Partnership to Conserve Borneo Elephants

W

orld Wide Fund for Nature Malaysia (WWF Malaysia) is partnering Basis Bay, a global
provider of sustainable IT outsourcing solutions to conserve the Borneo elephant, also
known as the Borneo pygmy elephant, in the Malaysian state of Sabah. Through the partnership,
WWF Malaysia’s elephant conservation work will receive a funding for two satellite tracking
collars as well as its associated hardware and software to the tune of RM50,000.

The partnership will help in the conservation of the Borneo pygmy elephants, which is an endangered species.

Basis Bay’s sponsorship towards the elephant
conservation work will enable satellite-based
tracking to be carried out to gather data obtained
from the animals’ movements within the high
human-elephant conflict area of southeastern
Sabah. This valuable information will contribute
to designing better land use patterns to reduce
future conflict and help to keep the elephant
habitats connected.

Basis Bay CEO, Datuk Praba Thiagarajah, hopes to
see the population of these elephants pick up to a
healthy level. He added that Basis Bay is prepared
to collaborate not just with WWF Malaysia but also
with relevant authorities and organisations whose
mission is to create a sustainable Malaysia.

The Borneo pygmy elephant is now an endangered
species, with its population numbering only
between 1,200 and 3,600.
In 2005, WWF Malaysia successfully attached
satellite collars to a few pygmy elephants from
different herds in Sabah. The collaring was part of
the first scientific research ever conducted on the
little-understood population. Currently, WWF
Malaysia has revived its satellite-tracking work in
the central upland forest landscape in Sabah for the
purpose of spatial planning for conservation and
reduction of human-elephant conflict.

WWF Malaysia’s Executive Director/CEO Datuk Dr. Dionysius Sharma
(left) and Datuk Praba making the sponsorship official.
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LET’S GO ECO!

Sang Kancil on a
“Green” Mission

Public Bank Chips
In to Improve
City’s Eco-System
P
ublic Bank officially handed over more than
12,000 trees worth RM1 million to the Federal
Territory Drainage and Irrigation Department
(DID) during a ceremony held at the Sri Johor flats
in Cheras, Kuala Lumpur recently.
Public Bank’s Senior General Manager of Public
Affairs Division, Razak Dali, presented a plaque
to symbolise the handing over of the trees to
Kuala Lumpur DID Director, Abu Bakar
Mohd Yusof.

Dr. V. Nedunchelian (squatting, left) with Datuk Dr. Rozaidah
(squatting, right) planting a Neem tree sapling at the launch of the
programme.

E

co-conscious members of the Sang Kancil
Foundation, together with their children,
planted 56 Neem saplings in Ampang, Selangor
recently. The foundation’s Selangor Sang Kancil
Club is on a “green” mission to educate people on
the benefits of planting Neem trees.
Its Founder and Chairman, Dr. V. Nedunchelian,
said the Neem tree is generally considered to be an
air purifier and has multiple benefits. “Every part
of the tree has medicinal properties. The leaves’
extract also act as an insecticide. The bark is a
bitter tonic and stimulant. It arrests secretion and
bleeding besides counteracting any spasms,” he said.
The Foundation Patron, Professor Datuk
Dr. Rozaidah Talib, launched the programme.
The aim of the programme was to create greater
awareness among Malaysians to be more responsive
towards building a “greener” environment.

“In 2007, the management of Public Bank agreed
to allocate RM1 million to plant nearly 13,000 trees
around the Sri Johor flood retention pond area in
Cheras to improve the city’s eco-system and reduce
its carbon footprint,” said Razak.
The project has an annual carbon absorption rate
of 275,423kg upon maturity of the planted trees
since each mature tree would have a carbon
absorption rate of 22.5kg per annum. Besides
establishing a “green” lung in the midst of an
urban landscape, the trees would also enable the
local community to enjoy nature.
DID Malaysia Senior Director Datuk Zainor
Rahim Ibrahim, who witnessed the handing over of
the trees, expressed gratitude to Public Bank for its
contribution and efforts in inculcating and
reinforcing environment-friendly practices.

“Planting trees is a real, sustainable way of helping
the future of our children and generations to
come,” said Professor Rozaidah who is also
Chairman of University of Malaya Medical
Centre’s board of management.
The Sang Kancil Foundation’s overall aim is to
support the objectives of the UN Conference on
Environment and Development, and the Rio
Declaration on creating a “green” environment.
Razak Dali (center) and Datuk Zainor Rahim (third from left) at the
ceremony witnessed by representatives from the Federal Territory
DID, Kuala Lumpur City Hall and Public Bank.
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LET’S GO ECO!

FedEx’s Pledge
Towards
Sustainability

Growing Seeds
of Hope
M

ore than 40 employees and family members
of an eco printing company, Nets Printwork
Group, joined hands with Malaysian Nature
Society recently to preserve the environment
through an annual event themed “Growing the
Seeds of Hope”.
The community activity was organised to inspire
everyone to play a part in conserving the
environment. During the event, 50 seedlings of
Bakau Kurap (Rhizophora mucronata) were planted
at the Kuala Selangor Nature Park in Selangor.
The park, spanning over 323.7 ha is home to many
different species of flora and fauna.

FedEx volunteers participating in the event.

C

ourier company FedEx Express (FedEx)
partnered with the Global Environment Centre
(GEC) to plant 300 mangrove saplings in an effort
to enhance the mangrove swamps of Kuala Gula,
Perak recently. Some 70 FedEx volunteers from
Kuala Lumpur, Penang and Ipoh swapped their
laptops and smart phones for boots and spades to
participate in this project.

The event kicked off with participants attending
a briefing where they learned about the biodiversity
of the mangroves and the different types of
mangrove species. The participants were then led
on a 30-minute walk to the planting site.
It was indeed challenging for the participants to
move around the muddy terrain, but that didn’t
ditter them from planting the trees. Each
participant received a certificate for his/her
contribution and involvement in the project.

Mangrove swamps are essential to the eco-system
as they help to protect coastal areas from erosion
and storm surges.
Kuala Gula attracts about 200 migratory bird
species. The local fishing community also rely on
the swamp as their means of generating income.
FedEx Express Malaysia and Brunei Managing
Director Ramesh Kumar Singam said that FedEx’s
dedication towards sustainability is just one
of the many ways in which FedEx supports the
local community.

Nets Printwork Group Sustainability Director Teh Leong Sim (left)
presenting a certificate to one of the participants.

Across the Asia-Pacific region, more than 1,000
FedEx volunteers are expected to support local
organisations in 36 activities, donate their time
and talents to serve their local communities and
improve the quality of life for people in need.
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Gunung Gading
National Park,
Sarawak

The lobby building, locally known as “baruk”, located at the entrance to the park. Photo credit: MalaysiaTrulyAsia.

G

unung (Mount) Gading National Park
is a beautiful expanse of mountainous
rainforest located near the small town of
Lundu in Southwest Sarawak, about two
hours drive from Kuching. The landscape
in Lundu area is dominated by four striking
mountains that are part of a rugged series of
mountains comprising several peaks, namely
Gunung Gading, Gunung Perigi, Gunung
Sebuloh and Gunung Lundu, with Gunung
Gading being the highest at 906 metres. Its
dense primary rainforest is criss-crossed by
crystal clear streams and waterfalls. Rare
flowers, beautiful nature trails and waterfalls
make Gunung Gading a dream destination
for nature lovers and trekkers.

The park has a special star attraction – the Rafflesia
(Rafflesia tuanmudae) – one of the largest and rarest
plant species. The plant was first discovered in the
park in 1865 and remains one of Sarawak’s fully
protected plants. About 20 Rafflesia flowers bloom
annually and each may grow to a diameter of
almost 75 centimetres. It takes nine months for the
Rafflesia to mature, and flowering lasts only four to
five days. Blooms are best observed during wet
weather as the buds require sufficent moisture
to thrive.

28

TIMBER MALAYSIA

VOLUME 19-5

The park’s geology is dominated by volcanic rock
granite, and many large boulders are found
scattered on the surface. Several rivers flow from
the mountains and these form a series of waterfalls.
The falls are popular for recreation, and the
adventurous can trek to distant points in the park.
Seeing a blooming Rafflesia is certainly the highlight
of a trip to Gunung Gading, but the park and the
entire Lundu area are well worth visiting too.
There are also several well-marked trails throughout
the park including a two-day return trek to
Fortress Rock. For shorter routes, the return trek to
7 Princesses Falls takes only two hours. Visitors
can also opt for a trek to Batu Bakubu.
Gunung Gading is also home to many species of
animals including civet cats, wild boar, small deer,
porcupines, monkeys and giant squirrels. However,
spotting them in the dense rainforest is not easy.

AT ONE WITH NATURE

Seeing a blooming Rafflesia is certainly the highlight of a trip to Gunung Gading. Photo credit: MalaysiaTrulyAsia.

SEASONS
There is no season for Rafflesia and seeing them
in flower is very much a matter of luck. The wet
season from October to March may offer better
viewing opportunities.
TIPS
Call the park HQ or booking office in advance
to see if any Rafflesia flowers are in bloom.
FURTHER INFORMATION

Beautiful rock formations are also found in the park.
Photo credit: suzistarlicions.blogspot.com.

LOCATION

National Parks Booking Office,
Visitors Information Centre,
Jalan Tun Abang Haji Openg,
93000 Kuching Sarawak,
Tel: +60 8 2248 088
Fax: +60 8 2248 087

The park is situated in the south-west of Sarawak
just north of Lundu township, not far from the
coast. To reach Lundu, traffic must cross the
Kayan River by ferry. Delays may be experienced
during weekends.
ACCESS
Lundu is a two-hour drive from Kuching and the
park is just five minutes from the town.
REGISTRATION
Visitors must register at the park HQ. There is
a nominal entry fee. Check with the
National Parks Booking Office in Kuching
for the latest fee structure.

Waterfalls and crystal clear streams await visitors to the park.
Photo credit: ez-photo-blogspot.com.
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