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Editorial
Dear Readers,
Newly minted Minister of Primary Industries, The Honourable Puan
Teresa Kok, has hit the ground running. Since her appointment on
2 July 2018, she has expeditiously spelled out the focus areas towards
ensuring the continued export contribution of the primary industries
sector towards Malaysia’s coffers. MTC congratulates Puan Teresa
Kok as well as her deputy, The Honourable Tuan Shamsul Iskandar
bin Mohd. Akin, on their new appointments and looks forward to
their stewardship in steering the Malaysian timber industry to greater
heights. MTC also congratulates Datuk Zurinah binti Pawanteh on
her appointment as Secretary-General of the Ministry of Primary
Industries (MPI) effective 2 July 2018, and Mr. Ravi Muthayah as Deputy
Secretary-General (Commodities) of MPI from 4 July 2018. Our article
featuring the first meeting between Puan Teresa Kok and Tuan
Shamsul Iskandar with senior officers of MPI is on page 4.
MTC also welcomes the appointment of Dato’ Low Kian Chuan as the
new Chairman of MTC effective 27 July 2018. With a distinguished
career in the timber industry spanning more than 30 years, Dato’
Low brings with him a wealth of knowledge and experience to further
develop and promote the interest of the Malaysian timber industry.
MTC congratulates Dato’ Low on his appointment and looks forward
to be soundly guided by his leadership. Please see page 5 for an
introduction of Dato’ Low.
MTC is also pleased to announce the appointment of Mr. Richard Yu
as the CEO of MTC effective 13 March 2018. Mr. Richard Yu joined
MTC on 1 January 2016 as Deputy CEO before being appointed Acting
CEO on 8 December 2017. Mr. Yu, with his wide exposure in the fields
of corporate finance, corporate strategies and human capital is wellequipped to lead MTC towards achieving its goals and objectives.
MTC has been mandated by MPI to take the lead in trade promotion
and marketing for timber products and wooden furniture globally
since 1998 and 2012, respectively. For a read on Mr. Yu’s career
achievements, please turn to page 5.
Five Bumiputera timber-based manufacturers are featured in this
issue’s SPOTLIGHT section. The selection of these companies, namely,
Konsortium PEKA Sdn. Bhd., HLM Wood Products Sdn. Bhd., KPMY
Roof Builders Sdn. Bhd., Puncak Bumi Utama Sdn. Bhd. and One-Tech
(M) Sdn. Bhd. is to showcase the technical expertise and manufacturing
capabilities of Malaysia’s Bumiputera timber companies and portray
their readiness to capture a larger share of the global export market
for timber products and wooden furniture. To read up on these five
companies, please turn to pages 16-25.
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Dato’ Low Kian Chuan is new
MTC Chairman
D

ato’ Low Kian Chuan (pic)
has been appointed as the new
Chairman of MTC effective 27 July
2018, succeeding Dato’ Gooi Hoe Hin.

One for the album: Puan Teresa Kok (centre) and Tuan Shamsul Iskandar (on her left) with Datuk Zurinah binti Pawanteh, Secretary-General of the
Ministry of Primary Industries (front row, fourth from left) and other officers of the ministry. Photo credit: Ministry of Primary Industries.

New Minister and Deputy Minister
of Primary Industries
T
he Honourable Puan Teresa Kok has been appointed
the new Minister of Primary Industries in the Federal Cabinet
headed by The Right Honourable Prime Minister Tun Dr.
Mahathir bin Mohamad. Puan Teresa Kok was sworn in before
Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Sultan Muhammad V, on 2 July 2018 at
Istana Negara in Kuala Lumpur.

of everyone involved in the commodities sector; improving the
marketability of commodity products; exploring new markets;
and ensuring that there are more value-added products to fulfil
international market demands by emphasising on research and
development. She added that the ministry would ensure the
continued development of the commodities industry across all
value chains – from the upstream to downstream industries.

Puan Teresa Kok, 54, served as a member of the Selangor State
Exco and was Chairman for Investment, Trade and Industry
Committee from 2008-2013. This is her first appointment as a
minister at the federal level. Puan Teresa Kok holds a Bachelor
of Mass Communications from Universiti Sains Malaysia, BA
in Political Science from Universiti Malaya and a Masters in
Philosophy also from Universiti Malaya.

“This will be based on sustainable development in the
preservation of the country’s environment and biodiversity. It
will be my main agenda to ensure that the primary industries
sector retain its position as one of the top contributing sectors
for the country’s export revenue, apart from the electric and
electronics as well as oil and gas sectors,” she added.

In her first press conference after clocking in for her first day
at work as the Primary Industries Minister, Puan Teresa Kok
said that she will focus on four core issues in her new role,
which are on improving the ministry’s services by making it
more business and investor friendly; looking into the welfare

Appointed as Puan Teresa Kok’s deputy is The Honourable
Tuan Shamsul Iskandar bin Mohd. Akin. A holder of a Law
degree from the International Islamic University Malaysia, Tuan
Shamsul Iskandar is also currently the Treasurer to the Board of
The Parliamentary Network on the World Bank & International
Monetary Fund.

Congratulations
Heartiest congratulations to

YB Puan Teresa Kok

on her appointment as
Minister of Primary Industries

YBhg Datuk Zurinah
binti Pawanteh

on her appointment as
Secretary-General
Ministry of Primary Industries

YB Tuan Shamsul Iskandar
bin Mohd. Akin

on his appointment as
Deputy Minister of Primary Industries

Mr. Ravi Muthayah

on his appointment as
Deputy Secretary-General
(Commodities)
Ministry of Primary Industries

Dato’ Low, 58, who holds a Bachelor
of Economics and an Advanced
Diploma in Business Administration
from the Wilfrid Laurier University,
Canada, started his career in the
timber industry by working at his father’s sawmill in Terengganu
shortly after graduating from the university in 1984. He is
currently the Executive Chairman of Low Fatt Wood Group of
Companies, a full-fledged integrated wood-based processing
and manufacturing organisation.
Known for his sense of fairness and approachability, Dato’ Low
has a long history with the timber industry which revolves
around his involvement in the Timber Trade Federation Malaysia
(TTFM). Established in 1957, TTFM was one of the pioneer
organisations that consolidated and brought together those in
the timber sector, especially the sawmillers. It was also one of the
key associations that was instrumental in the formation of MTC.
In 2000, TTFM was renamed the Malaysian Wood Industries
Association (MWIA) as proposed by Dato’ Low himself.
Dato’ Low, representing Terengganu Wood Industries
Association (TWIA), joined TTFM as a committee member
before becoming its treasurer and later, as president of MWIA
from 2005-2017. He retired as president last year and is now
the Adviser of MWIA. He was also a Trustee on MTC’s Board
and president of the Malaysian Timber Association (MTA) from
2015-2017. MTA is a timber organisation which represents all

the timber industry associations in Malaysia, including those in
Sabah and Sarawak.
Among his notable achievements was mooting the idea of
producing premium grade laminated scantlings or lamscants.
Dato’ Low initiated the R&D to produce high grade lamscants
for niche markets, which resulted in the registered trademark
called Lamtec Malaysia, a label for premium wooden laminated
scantlings in 2004.
“To strive in the timber industry, we must understand that
innovation exists at the very edges of our expertise and the
information that we have yet to discover,” said Dato’ Low, who
believes that technological advancements are some of the key
pointers that help the industry sustain itself under challenging
trading environments.
Besides the timber industry, Dato’ Low also serves as SecretaryGeneral of the Associated Chinese Chamber of Commerce
and Industry of Malaysia (since 2012), Treasurer General of
the National Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Malaysia
(since 2016) and a board member of several government and
corporate bodies. He is also an independent non-executive
director of the Bank of China.
Dato’ Low’s vast exposure and experience in the timber industry
and other sectors will further elevate MTC as an organisation
that advances the collective interest of its stakeholders. His
enthusiasm and keen sense of commitment will undoubtedly
enable him to steer MTC to greater heights.
In accepting his appointment, Dato’ Low said: “I look forward
to working closely with all my industry colleagues in this new
position.”

MTC promotes Richard Yu to CEO
M

TC
has
announced
the
appointment of Mr. Richard Yu (pic)
as the CEO of MTC effective 13 March
2018.
Mr. Yu’s appointment had been
unanimously decided by the MTC
Board of Trustees.
Mr. Yu joined MTC, a council under the
Ministry of Primary Industries, as its Deputy CEO in January
2016. He was appointed as Acting CEO in November 2017,
succeeding Datuk Dr Abdul Rahim Nik whose term as CEO
ended then.
Mr. Yu has spent a good part of his working life providing
strategic direction and thought leadership to numerous
highly reputable organisations in the country and overseas.

Prior to joining MTC, Mr. Yu held various high level
management positions in Asian Institute of Finance
(AIF), Mercer Malaysia (Marsh & McLennan Companies),
Multimedia Development Corporation, Thames Water PLC,
PricewaterhouseCoopers and Arab-Malaysian Group.
During his stint of over 27 years with these corporations,
he has led, managed and provided strategic and innovative
solutions covering corporate finance strategy and human
capital.
The industries he covered included, inter alia, financial,
banking, utilities, oil and gas, healthcare, technology and
consumer goods.
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Boosting
Bumiputera’s
market presence

What’s new
in China
M

M

TC held a special briefing for its Bumiputera industry
members on the Bumiputera Entrepreneurs Development
Programme (BEDP) on 18 April 2018.
The main objective of the briefing was to highlight to the
members of MTC’s initiative and to encourage the entrepreneurs
to be part of the programme.

Puan Hajah Norchahaya (left) speaking at the briefing. Also present is MTC
CEO, Mr. Richard Yu.

Mr Richard Yu (left) and the mission participants at a woodworking machinery
factory.

The delegation also visited the 15th China International Furniture
Machinery & Furniture Raw Materials Fair in Guangzhou from
28-31 March 2018.

Twenty-seven industry members, mainly from the Association
of Malaysian Bumiputera Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs
(PEKA), attended the briefing at MTC’s headquarters in Kuala
Lumpur.

The mission has also enabled some Malaysian manufacturers
to upgrade their machineries with MTC’s Financial Incentive for
Purchase of Machinery programme.
PEKA President, Tuan Haji Hanafee bin Yusoff, posing a question.

Guarding against cybercrime
A
In a move to help its industry members and those from the
related industries, MTC invited ASP Mohd. Riduan bin Abdul
Majid from the Commercial Crime Investigation Department,

TC organised a Technology Acquisition and Study
Mission to China from 25-30 March 2018 to highlight some
of the latest developments in the woodworking and wood
processing technologies to Malaysian wood products
manufacturers. The mission also aimed at encouraging the
adoption of mechanisation/automation which will improve
production efficiency and reduce labour dependency as well as
create opportunities for networking and trade with companies
in China.
MTC CEO Mr. Richard Yu led the delegation of 13 industry
members from 11 companies to China. The industry members
now place more importance on after-sales support provided by
machine manufacturers. Furthermore, the prices of machines
from China are lower compared to those from Germany or Italy.

Chairman of MTC’s Bumiputera Agenda Committee, Puan Hajah
Norchahaya binti Hashim, spoke on the current status of the
Bumiputera timber entrepreneurs and briefed the participants
on the proposed BEDP guidelines. MTC hopes that BEDP
will encourage Bumiputera timber manufacturers to further
enhance their businesses overseas.

s data breaches continue to surface and cybersecurity
incidents grow exponentially in frequency and size, the need for
a cyber security plan is crucial. A single successful attack could
seriously damage businesses. It is also often harder for smaller
organisations to secure themselves due to the lack of resources
or even lack of awareness.

7

Royal Malaysian Police, to brief seminar participants on how to
protect their businesses and what are the recovery plans that
can be put in place to enable companies to continue to function
in an event of a cyberattack.
The seminar, entitled “Preventing Cyberattacks On Your
Business: Be informed and Be secured, was held at MTC’s
headquarters on 13 April 2018. It had over 40 participants
comprising industry members, trade association secretariat
staff and representatives from other industries.

The mission attracted the participation of 13 industries members from
11 companies.

Coming clean on regulations
A
technical seminar on “Clean Air Regulations (CAR) 2014
and Procedures and Requirements for the Import and Export of
Timber Products” was held at the Pinetree Hotel in Batu Pahat,
Johor, on 12 April 2018. The seminar, organised by MTC, served
as a platform for participants to obtain more information and
seek guidance from the Department of Environment (DoE)
and Department of Agriculture (DoA) on matters related to
CAR 2014 as well as import and export procedures of timber
products, respectively.
Encik Mohd Faizul Hilmi Zulkifli, the Principal Assistant Director
from the Air Division of DoE, spoke on how the CAR 2014
replaced the Environmental Quality (Clean Air) Regulation 1978
and how it regulates emissions of air pollutants from industrial
activities. He also highlighted where the new regulations applied
and the DoE’s jurisdiction under CAR 2014.

Mr. Yu (third from left) posing with the seminar participants in Batu Pahat.

The Principal Assistant Director from the Plant Biosecurity
Division of DoA, Encik Mohd. Ridzuan bin Ismail, briefed seminar
participants on the import and export procedures of timber
products. He mentioned that the department is responsible for
the enforcement of the Import Permit (IP) and the requirements
for the import of plants into the country which applies to
timber and timber products such as bark chips, sawdust and
woodchips, logs, sawntimber as well as large scantlings and
squares (LSS) and loose wood packing materials, among
others. Semi-processed furniture and parquet also come under
the department’s purview.
About 80 participants from 37 companies attended the seminar.
Also present was MTC CEO Mr. Richard Yu.
MTC organised a similar event at its headquarters in Kuala
Lumpur on 28 June 2018. The DoE was represented by Puan
ASP Mohd. Riduan during his presentation.

Puan Farah (left) and Puan Siti fielding questions from the floor.

Farah Diyana binti Rusli and Puan Siti Nurkhairun Nisa binti
Yusman who spoke on DoA’s regulations. About 60 participants
attended the briefing.
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Export to Asia Pavilion
at EFE 2018.

MTC acknowledges role of
SKLWIA in timber industry
M
embers of the Selangor & Kuala Lumpur Wood Industries
Association (SKLWIA) have been complimented for having made
tremendous progress in the manufacture of timber products over
the past six decades.

Speaking at the 66th Anniversary Dinner of SKLWIA on 3 March
2018, the then Chairman of the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC),
Dato’ Gooi Hoe Hin, acknowledged that the SKLWIA had proven
that the timber industry is indeed sustainable, progressive and
robust, having stayed in business for over 60 years.

The SKLWIA 2018 exco.
Photo credit: SKLWIA.

pertaining to the augmentation of raw material supply where the
MTC Import Assistance Programme (IAP) has been increased
from RM5 million to RM7 million as well as in complementing the
government’s efforts to elevate the level of mechanisation and
automation in the industry by providing incentives under MTC’s
Financial Incentive For Purchase of Machinery (FIPM) programme.
Under the FIPM, an allocation of RM3 million has been set aside
where RM1 million will be disbursed yearly over a period of three
years to encourage industry members, particularly the SMEs, to
mechanise or automate their operations.

“These three words – sustainable, progressive and robust – are the
cornerstone of MTC’s mission in working in collaboration with the
timber industry to make it a thriving commercial business,” said
Dato’ Gooi.

In addition, the Council’s Mechanisation & Automation (M&A)
programme is also geared towards improving production
efficiency by reducing dependency on labour and wastages as well
as increasing output with consistent product quality.

He also acknowledged the SKLWIA, under the Malaysian Wood
Industries Association (MWIA), the national association which was
formerly known as Timber Trade Federation of Malaysia (TTFM),
was one of the associations that was instrumental in the formation
of MTC.

Present at the dinner were members and exco of SKLWIA led by its
president, Mr. Low Chee Hock. Also present was MTC then Acting
CEO, Mr. Richard Yu.

“To know the history of MTC, one would inevitably be drawn into
organisations such as SKLWIA, which was formed in 1952, before it
came under the MWIA in 1957.
“Even in the early days, the association members had already
consolidated their businesses as they understood the force of
collectivity, that is the need to be one and the need to work as a
team,” he said.
On Malaysia’s timber exports, Dato’ Gooi said they are expected
to increase 5% this year from RM23.2 billion in 2017. In striving to
achieve the export target of RM25 billion by 2020, MTC is nurturing
the growth of the industry by providing its assistance in areas
Dato’ Gooi (centre) officiating the occasion. Photo credit: SKLWIA.

EFE, MIFF Bigger and better
N
othing beats the benefits that trade fairs have got to offer.
March brought together thousands of international buyers and
sellers for the Malaysian International Furniture Fair 2018 (MIFF)
and Export Furniture Exhibition 2018 (EFE).

MIFF was held from 8-11 March at the Malaysia International
Trade and Exhibition Centre and Putra World Trade Centre while
EFE was held at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre from 9-12
March 2018.
Both fairs are widely recognised as premier sourcing platforms
for furniture.

EFE 2018 attracted 12,087 trade visitors. There were 320
exhibitors which were spread across 32,000m2 of exhibition
space. MIFF 2018 had the highest number of exhibitors in 24
years, totalling 622 which occupied 100,000m2 of exhibition
area in the two venues, and attracted 19,811 trade visitors.
This year, MTC-sponsored SMEs at MIFF and EFE recorded a
total sales of RM901,200.
For more news on EFE and MIFF 2018, turn to pages 13 and 14,
respectively.

One of the exhibition halls at MIFF 2018.
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Wood Tech and Design Expo Saudi
T
he Wood Tech and Design Expo Saudi was held in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia, from 5-8 March 2018. There were 263 exhibitors,
who were mainly from Saudi Arabia, China, Turkey, UAE,
Germany and India. There were about 80 visitors at the MTC
booth.

A representative from the Netherlands Foreign Investment Agency speaking at the seminar.

Apart from the construction-related materials on display,
visitors got a chance to see the many exhibits at the Wood
Tech section where timber and timber-based products such as
sawntimber, wooden doors and flooring items were showcased.
However, the number of visitors were considerably lesser this
year compared to 2016.
MTC’s booth at the expo in Jeddah.

Tapping further
into Dutch market
M
TC organised a trade-related seminar entitled “The
Netherlands: Your Base for Malaysian Timber and Wood
Products Exports to Europe” in collaboration with the
Netherlands Foreign Investment Agency (NFIA) on 3 May 2018
at the Council’s headquarters in Kuala Lumpur.
The event, attended by the Netherlands Ambassador to Malaysia
H. E. Karin Mossenlechner, brought together key speakers
from the Netherlands who spoke on investment opportunities,
facilities and incentives provided by the Dutch government.
“Dutch people like natural products such as timber. Just as
much as we are here to encourage Malaysian timber-based
manufacturers to invest in Holland, we also see Malaysia as
an excellent gateway to the Asean region,” said Ambassador
Mossenlechner.
The Netherlands is the second largest trading partner in timber
for Malaysia after the United Kingdom.
The economic relations between Malaysia and the Netherlands
have seen an upward trend in recent years and the interest is
growing among the Dutch business community.
Malaysia also appears prominently on the European business
radar for a variety of reasons, most notably due to its strategic
geographical position as the gateway to Asean and similarly,
the Netherlands functions as a hub into Europe for Malaysia.

Project Qatar
T

he 15th edition of the International Trade Exhibition for
Construction Technology, Building Materials, Equipment and
Environmental Technology or Project Qatar was held at the
Doha Exhibition and Convention Center from 7-10 May 2018.

H. E. Ambassador Karin Mossenlechner looking at some of
the exhibits at MTC’s gallery.

The recent acceptance by the Netherlands of the Malaysian
Timber Certification Scheme (MTCS) under its public
procurement policy for sustainable timber and its vast need
for certified timber products to meet the rising demand of its
housing sector, prompted the Dutch government to further seek
business collaboration here. The Netherlands is also well-known
for its spatial town planning and green construction methods
which Malaysia can capitalise on and learn from.
Malaysia could be a strategic partner with the Netherlands in
reaching its target of procuring at least 90% of certified tropical
timber by 2020, said the then MTC Chairman Dato’ Gooi Hoe
Hin in his speech read out by MTC CEO Mr. Richard Yu.
“The Netherlands imports about 30% of certified timber
products from Malaysia, making it the largest importer of
Malaysian certified timber and timber products. We understand
that the turnover in the Dutch timber and building material
industry is on the rise. This is a golden opportunity for our
timber trade manufacturers,” said Dato’ Gooi.
Last year, Malaysia exported RM435 million worth of timber
and timber products to the Netherlands which is the largest
importer of Malaysian mouldings. The Netherlands is also the
sixth largest importer of Malaysia’s sawntimber.
Representatives from NFIA, the Holland International
Distribution Council (HIDC) and The International Port of
Rotterdam briefed Malaysian timber-based manufacturers on
why the Netherlands is an ideal trade hub while the speaker
from the European Forest Institute (EFI) highlighted on the EU
approach to the Forest Law Enforcement, Governance & Trade
(FLEGT) in Southeast Asia. The FLEGT is an initiative by the
EU in response to global concerns about the impacts of illegal
logging and the promotion of trade in legally produced timber.

There were 387 exhibitors mainly from Qatar, China, Turkey
and Iran. MTC has been maintaining its presence at this unique
business platform since 2004. This year, there were 30 trade
enquiries and 43 visitors at the booth.
MTC Dubai Director Azmir bin Husni (centre) attending to trade fair
visitors.

IndiaWood 2018
I

ndiaWood is a trade show for furniture manufacturing,
woodworking technologies, tools, fittings, accessories and
raw materials. This 10th edition of the fair was held from 8-12
March 2018 at the Bangalore International Exhibition Centre in
Bengaluru, India.
This year, the exhibition floor space increased by 40% to
53,562m2 and the number of trade visitors rose by 50% to
63,000. The fair also hosted 12 country pavilions – Canada,
China, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Malaysia, Russia, Sweden,
Taiwan, Turkey and the United States with Finland and Russia
being the new additions this year.
MTC organised a group participation with five companies
which occupied 57m2 of the Malaysian Pavilion in Hall 4. The
manufacturers received 111 trade enquiries.

About 80 participants, comprising industry members and
representatives from government agencies, attended the
seminar.
Mr Richard Yu (front row, left) with H. E. Ambassador Karin Mossenlechner
(front row, centre), MTC Trustees and speakers.

MTC Bengaluru Director Khairul bin Anwar (right) at IndiaWood 2018.
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CIFM 2018/Interzum Guangzhou
T

he China International Furniture Machinery & Furniture
Raw Materials Fair (CIFM), which is also known as Interzum, was
held at the China Import and Export Fair Complex from 28-31
March 2018. CIFM was also held concurrently with the 41st China
International Furniture Fair in Guangzhou, China.
CIFM, a comprehensive trade fair for the furniture production
industry, is deemed as a one-stop sourcing platform which
provides an avenue for international exhibitors and visitors to
meet and expand their business in the region.
A delegation of 13 Malaysian manufacturers led by MTC CEO Mr.
Richard Yu visited CIFM. MTC had a promotional booth space
of 16m2 where timber samples and timber-based products were
displayed. A total of 62 trade enquiries were received from 57
companies.

Malaysian delegates led by Mr Richard Yu (front row, fifth from left)
at CIFM.

Meranti structure a big draw
at AIA 2018
M

TC participated in the AIA Architecture Expo 2018 for
the second time this year. The expo was held from 21-23 June
2018 at the Javits K. Jacob Convention Center in New York City,
USA. About 20,000 visitors attended the expo where over 800
companies promoted building materials, interior and joinery
items as well as architecture-related software products. A total
of 22 international exhibitors from Australia, Belgium, China,
Germany, India, Italy, Philippines, South Korea, Spain, Turkey and
United Kingdom, among others, were at the expo.

MTC took up a 36m2 island booth to showcase a slightly modified
Meranti Pavilion using the same modular units designed by
Eleena Jamil Architect (EJA). Meranti timbers namely Meranti
Bukit, Nemesu, Seraya, Tembaga and Kepong were promoted
at the fair.
The Meranti Pavilion attracted more than 300 visitors during
the two-day expo. The visitors, who were in awe of the
structure, comprised predominantly architects, contractors
and students.

EFE 2018
F

our companies participated under MTC’s SME Furniture
Pavilion where 160m2 floor space was allocated. These first-time
exhibitors received 175 trade enquiries while the 15 companies
which participated under the Export to Asia Pavilion received
541 trade enquiries.
Since 2015, MTC has been sponsoring special pavilions focusing
primarily on countries with promising market outlooks for
timber-based manufacturers. The first MTC-sponsored pavilion
focused on the UK market followed by a China Pavilion, India
Pavilion and this year the Asia Pavilion.

Foreign trade visitors at MTC’s booth.

Last year, the total export of wooden furniture to Asia was worth
RM2.6 billion with Japan being the largest importer followed by
Singapore, India, China and the Philippines.
“As we are always looking for new markets and better business
opportunities, Asia with its over 4.1 billion population, has
much to offer. We have much to gain from Asia’s growth in
consumerism and urbanisation. I hope Malaysian furniture
manufacturers will make good use of their presence at this
pavilion and the fair as a springboard to expand their business,”
said the then MTC Chairman Dato’ Gooi Hoe Hin.
This year, manufacturers at MTC’s Export to Asia Pavilion
chalked up sales of RM1.73 million.

SYLVAWOOD 2018
T

he fourth edition of SYLVAWOOD was held in Shanghai
Mart Expo, Shanghai from 25-27 June 2018. SYLVAWOOD,
a professional platform for the timber market in Asia, was
organised to boost timber and timber exports from overseas
countries as well as to facilitate Chinese timber and timber
products’ importers/users in raw material sourcing.
The show occupied one hall which came with a total floor space
of 5,500m2 that was able to house 103 exhibitors. The exhibition
received 3,426 visitors throughout the three-day event.

From left: Mr. Tham Whye Long (Head of Chancery, New York), Mr. Mokhtar bin Yaacob (MTC Industry Development Division Manager), Mr. Muhd.
Shahrulmiza bin Zakaria (Malaysian Trade Commissioner, New York), Mr. Jeremiah Oliver Jitos (Consul General of Malaysia, New York), Mr. Richard
Yu (MTC CEO), Mr. Barry Russin (Russin Lumber, US Importer), Dato’ Low Kian Chuan and Mr. Goh Chee Yew (Malaysian Wood Industries Advisor
and President, respectively), and Mr. Mohammad Shafik (MTC Market Promotion Division Executive).

The show focused on hardwood, softwood, sawntimber,
plywood, particleboard, OSB, MDF/HDF, veneer, engineered
wood, laminated wood and wooden house materials.

MTC Guangzhou Director Tan Ting Wai (standing) fielding questions
from visitors.

MTC participated in SYLVAWOOD 2018 with an 18m2 promotional
booth. Most of the visitors to MTC’s booth were Chinese timber
traders and furniture manufacturers. The visitors expressed

strong interest in Malaysian timber and value-added timber
products as well as gave valuable feedback on Malaysian timber
and timber products.
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MIFF 2018
M

TC sponsored 120m2 under the SME Furniture Pavilion
for four first-time SME furniture companies to enable them to
promote their products and to network with other industry
players. Among the items on display were bedroom, living,
office and dining room furniture as well as furniture components
and outdoor furniture.

MIFF concluded its biggest show with more products and new
collections than ever before. Its larger exhibition space created
room for the launch of more new initiatives to drive quality
design and business opportunities such as designRena and
Millennials@Design, a gallery that supports young designers.

MTC’s booth at MIFF 2018.

2018 CCBD
T

he 18th Chengdu China Building and Decoration Materials
Exposition, held in Chengdu Century City New Convention and
Exhibition Centre from 13-15 June 2018, was the largest building
and decoration materials exhibition in Western China.
The show occupied a total floor space of 100,000m2. A total
of nine halls with more than 1,500 exhibitors from China
participated in this exhibition. This exhibition received 83,600
visitors throughout the three-day show.
MTC’s booth at CCBD 2018.

The show focused on customised furniture and furnishing,
windows and doors, building and decoration materials as well
as smart home products. It provided a one-stop purchasing
platform for China especially the Chengdu local renovation
companies and project contractors. It was also an opportunity
for the local building and construction industry to promote new
technology and products and to obtain market information.
MTC’s promotional booth was in Hall 3, in the Customised
Furnishing and Supporting Facilities section. Most of the visitors
to MTC’s booth were Chinese renovation companies and project
contractors.

Attending to enquiries at the MTC booth.
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Since its setup, glulam produced by Konsortium PEKA has been
used in many prominent projects in Malaysia such as floating
timber jetties at the official residences of the Prime Minister
and Chief Secretary to the Government in Putrajaya, a floating
marina at Tanjung Mas, Muar in Johor and a timber pontoon at
Taman Rempah along the Melaka riverbank.

Creating
opportunities for glulam
Konsortium PEKA opens up more design and application
possibilities for glued laminated timber

R

egistered on 31 December
1993,
Konsortium
PEKA
Sdn. Bhd. was set up by
members of the Association of
Malaysian Bumiputra Timber
and Furniture Entrepreneurs
(PEKA),
the
national-level
trade body that, amongst its
objectives,
champions
the
interest of Bumiputra timber
entrepreneurs in the country.

Located in Kampung Sempadan in Lanchang, Pahang, the
business activities of Konsortium PEKA are largely timberrelated services and products. These include kiln-drying and
treatment of sawntimber, trading of furniture and sawntimber
as well as the manufacture of glued laminated timber (glulam),
furniture components, mouldings and timber building
components for Industrial Building Systems (IBS).
The company also supplies and installs built-in furniture,
partitions and fittings, office systems, workstations, cabinets
and chairs as well as supply flooring, doors and carved panels to
the construction industry. It also produces and supplies railway
sleepers.

Headed by Tuan Haji Wahid bin Jaafar, Konsortium PEKA takes
pride that it has the technical expertise and capacity to produce
glulam, a structural-engineered timber product that has been
in use in temperate countries for at least a century. The product
comprises a number of layers of dimensioned lumber bonded
together with durable, moisture-resistant structural adhesives.
Said Wahid, who is also the leader of Konsortium Peka’s Glulam
Project Management Team: “Glulam has been extensively used
in many countries, especially in Europe, as components of
buildings where long spans are concerned. In Malaysia, the
application of glulam in the construction scene is only in its
infancy stage.
“Using glulam brings about many benefits as the structural
members of the product offers design versatility and simplicity.
Besides being strong and durable, glulam is easy to install, cost
effective, energy efficient and has excellent environmental
credentials.
“The flexibility and durability of glulam has opened up more
possibilities of improving the designs and techniques of using
components in the construction industry. This will also lead
towards the development of new products either for use
in public facilities or residential properties such as floating
marinas, mooring piers and pontoons.”

Balau is the main timber used for the decks of the jetties,
marina and pontoon while the glulam components are made
from Keruing.
The glulam is also used as various components in the IBS
system applied in the construction of a “Timber Show House”
by the Construction Industry Development Board at its IBS
Component Gallery in Kuala Lumpur.
According to factory manager, Tuan Haji Mansor bin Abas, all
its technical and production staff are locals including those
handling the sawntimber kiln-drying and treatment operations.
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To further explore the possibilities of using glulam for other
products, Konsortium PEKA has produced prototypes of bus
stops plus benches and covered pedestrian walkways with
glulam as their main structures. The company is also promoting
to relevant city and town councils the usage of glulam for the
construction of public toilets structures, bridges, police beat
bases and playground facilities.
PEKA President, Tuan Haji Hanafee bin Yusoff, elaborated: “For
a country with sustainably managed timber resources, it only
makes sense for this beautiful resource to be properly utilised
and showcased not only to Malaysians but the world at large.
In this aspect, PEKA is set to export its brand of glulam soon.
Our first targeted export destination is Australia and this will
take place once the deal process with our Australian buyers is
completed within a year or two.”
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Elaborating on the timber species used for their products, his
son, Encik Ahmad Shazli bin Wahab who is the company’s
Marketing Manager, said that their sawntimber exports comprise
90 per cent Keruing and 10 per cent mixture of Balau, Kapur
and Membatu. The USA is their main market for sawntimber.
Keruing is also the main species used for the production
of decking for trucks and lorries while Red Balau is used for
producing decking for marinas. The truck decking is exported
to the USA while the UAE is the market for the marina decking.
For moulding products, Keruing and Kapur are used for making
Bullnose-profiled mouldings of “Standard & Better” grade.
Keruing is also the main species used in the production of
precision end-trimmed “Tongue & Groove” mouldings as well as
S4S and E4E decking of “Standard & Better” grade.
Production is carried out in their mill situated on a four-acre
site in Maran, Pahang. Kiln-drying facilities consisting of five
kiln-drying chambers are also available at the mill site. With a
capacity of about 80 tons per chamber, the total capacity per
kiln-drying charge is about 400 tons.
“For continual improvement, the company is currently
implementing the “5S” process. The training of our management
and staff under this process has been monitored by the
Malaysian Timber Industry Board since September 2017. We
completed this training in the second quarter of 2018.
“In full implementation, the 5S culture is an integrated approach
for productivity improvement. Besides increasing production,
enhancing quality, reducing cost, making on-time delivery,
the “5S” process is also about improving safety and morale.
Through these practices, we aim to better serve our customers
worldwide,” Wahab concluded.

Assuring quality and sustainability
HLM Wood Products does not compromise when it comes to supplying
quality wood materials originating from sustainably managed sources

T

uan Haji Wahab bin Abdul
Razak (pic) has been in the timber
business for more than 30 years,
most of which are in the wood
moulding industry. This included
holding the post of General Manager
of General Lumber Doors Sdn. Bhd.
from 1997 to 2002 before he decided
to set up HLM Wood Products Sdn.
Bhd. of which he has been Managing
Director since the company’s incorporation in January 2003.

suppliers,” said Wahab who had also served on the Malaysian
Timber Council Board of Trustees representing, during different
terms, the Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and
Furniture Entrepreneurs, and the Malaysian Wood Moulding and
Joinery Council.

HLM Wood Products, which commenced operations in March
2003, is in the business of producing timber and timber
products mainly for export to markets in North America, Europe
and the Middle East. Its products include solid shiplap floorings
of various sizes and specifications, four-sided dressed timbers,
solid decking and wooden mouldings in a range of profiles. The
company also caters to orders for timber doors.

Through implementing and operating the chain-of-custody
(CoC) system in timber operation, which is in compliance with
the MTCC requirement for the CoC and PEFC, HLM Wood
Products provides assurance to its buyers that its timber and
timber products are produced from raw materials originating
from sustainably managed sources.

“We use mainly Keruing, Red Balau, Kapur, Membatu and
Meranti as our raw materials. These timbers are readily available
from the sustainably managed Malaysian forest and we procure
our raw materials from reliable and reputable sawmills and

HLM Wood Products has been issued a certificate for Chain-ofCustody by SIRIM QAS International Sdn. Bhd. in collaboration
the Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC) for the
export of PEFC (Programme for the Endorsement of Forest
Certification) Certified Sawntimber and Timber Products.

“For quality assurance, we send our products to the Forest
Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM) for a series of tests
whenever our customers request. Some of the testing which
have been conducted successfully relate to kiln-drying,
chemical penetration, material mechanical properties and load,
and identification of timber species,” said Wahab.
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were trained in Australia. I also underwent skill studies in
Holmesglen College Australia, a programme organised by MTC.
“We provide a 10-year warranty for all our products, which also
include timber frames for houses, and carry out maintenance
once a year or upon receiving complaints from our clients.

A pioneer in
timber IBS manufacturing
KPMY Roof Builders showcases good prospects for
prefabricated timber roof truss industry

C

ompany director, Ir. Tuan
Haji Amran bin Mohamed (pic),
believes in only one material,
which is none other than timber,
when it comes to making roof
trusses. As a young boy, he was
already exposed to the wood
processing industry when his
father, Tuan Haji Mohamed bin
Yusof, set up a family-owned
sawmill in the east coast state of
Terengganu in 1978.

As such, it is not surprising that Amran would choose to further
his studies and major in structural timber engineering. Armed
with the skills and knowledge of a professional engineer in
timber roof truss systems from University of Arizona, Tucson,
USA, he set up KPMY Roof Builders Sdn. Bhd. in 2000 with the
support of his father and other family members.
Within months of its setup, the company was awarded its
first project, which was to supply a prefabricated timber roof
truss system for a government hospital quarters in Kemaman,
Terengganu. This was followed by contracts through the years
to supply prefabricated timber roof truss systems for other
government buildings and facilities such as schools, fire stations,
training centres, colleges, teachers’ quarters, army camps, police
housing, mosques, public libraries and recreational centres.

The company also supplied prefabricated timber roof truss
systems for private residential projects, office buildings and
commercial shoplots. Most of these projects are located
in Terengganu while some are in the neighbouring states of
Kelantan and Pahang.
Detailing the company’s journey over the past 18 years, Amran
said: “Since getting our first project in 2001, we have, to date,
completed a total of 105 projects with contract values ranging
from RM10,000 to RM800,000 per project. For all these
projects, we design the timber roof truss systems according
to specifications and fabricate them in our factory before
supplying and installing them at the project sites.
“Our company has been approved by the Public Works
Department to design, supply and install prefabricated timber
roof trusses throughout the country. Our products are also
certified as Industrialised Building System (IBS) status by the
Construction Industry Development Board (CIDB).
“We are also a timber roof truss fabricator licensed by MiTek
Australia, the leading supplier of Gang-Nail® connector plates
and engineered building products to the prefabricated timber
roof truss industry in the Asia Pacific region.
“In terms of expertise in the company, we have two structural
engineers including myself, as well as a quantity surveyor,
supervisor and a team of experienced installers all of whom

“I also share my expertise with CIDB by providing inputs in their
preparation of guidelines, specifications and other technical
documents as well as participating in post mortems in any
structural failure in roof truss systems.”
As for raw materials, KPMY Roof Builders is backed by the
family-owned sawmilling operations – Kilang Papan (which
means ‘sawmill’ in Malay) Mohamed Yusof – which has
expanded to four sawmills to supply quality sawntimber for the
manufacture of the roof trusses as well to other clients. The
main timber species used by KPMY Roof Builders are Balau,
Merawan and Kekatong.
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On his preference for using timber for roof trusses, Amran
elaborated: “Timber performs well under severe climatic
conditions as well as in fire due to the slow rate of burn in
large timber structures. It has also been proven to be a better
construction material as it has better strength to weight ratio.
“Timber is also a more environmentally friendly material
compared to steel as it consumes less energy to produce on a
ton-to-ton basis. It is also a renewable material that produces
oxygen during its lifetime and stores carbon dioxide after being
harvested. With proper treatment, termite attacks of the timber
are no longer an issue.”
With the government’s intention to boost the application
of pre-fabricated components in the country’s construction
sector by making IBS one of the approving requirements in
the country’s Uniform Building By-Laws by 2020, Amran is
optimistic that such a move will bring about better prospects
for the prefabricated timber roof truss manufacturing industry
in Malaysia.
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arrangement includes bed, wardrobes, study tables and chairs,
dining sets, book racks, soft boards and shoe racks.
Ahmad Kamal pointed out that institutions of higher learning
are increasingly opting for the FRMS arrangement instead of
outright purchase as the FRMS method reduces upfront cash
payment, fast track project implementation as well as increases
the furniture’s lifespan.
Additionally, the furniture is regularly maintained by a third
party and as such, the institutions can deploy their resources
for other productive activities. He believed that Puncak Bumi
Utama is currently the market leader serving more than 18,000
students through the FRMS arrangement in Malaysia.

A thriving furniture brand
Thanks to Puncak Bumi Utama’s emphasis on innovation and creativity

D

aring to dream big, a
group of friends who were then
senior management executives
of several companies, decided
to form one of their own.
Pooling together RM1 million
for paid-up capital, the friends
ventured into the business
of metal and wood-based
furniture manufacturing by
setting up Puncak Bumi Utama
Sdn Bhd in October 2001.

Based in Seberang Perai Selatan, Penang, Puncak Bumi Utama
is involved in the designing, manufacturing, trading, supplying
and maintenance of metal and wood-based furniture. The
company’s product range includes bedroom sets, sofas, dining
sets, wardrobes, cabinets, office sets and furniture for hostels
and schools.
Since its establishment, the company has been involved
in sizeable projects with its many clients which included
educational institutions. The company strongly emphasises on
innovation and creativity in the products and services it offers.

Said its CEO, Tuan Haji Ahmad Kamal bin Chik: “Our company is
supported by experienced in-house designers and latest stateof-the-art equipment to produce practical customised designs
that meet our clients’ requirements. In addition, we also offer
various readily-available furniture designs that our clients can
select from immediately.”
As a result, many undergraduate and graduate students
in various public universities across the nation now attend
lectures and conduct their studies amidst sleek, comfortable
yet functional furnishing. In at least eight institutions of higher
learning, these conducive furniture pieces have been supplied
by Puncak Bumi Utama.
“One of the reasons behind these institutions of higher learning’s
decision to collaborate with Puncak Bumi Utama is our vision to
meet our clients’ needs with absolute integrity of work ethics,
products of uncompromising quality, on-time delivery and
competitive pricing,” added Ahmad Kamal.
Puncak Bumi Utama is also among the pioneer players in
introducing furniture rental maintenance services (FRMS) to
public and private institutions of higher learning in Malaysia.
The furniture supplied by the company under the FRMS

Puncak Bumi Utama’s field of expertise is not confined to
educational institutions. The company is also a key player in the
wholesale and retail markets having supplied home and office
furnishings as well as hostel and school furniture to wholesalers
and retailers throughout Malaysia.
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The company also exports its products to the United Kingdom,
Australia, New Zealand, the Philippines, United states, Tanzania,
Algeria, Reunion Island, Kenya and Timor-Leste.
In addition, Puncak Bumi Utama’s quality designs and
meticulously crafted products have been showcased in
furniture fairs, both globally and locally. The company has
exhibited in the Japan Furniture Fair, Birmingham Furniture
Fair, MEBEL Furniture Fair in Moscow, Index Dubai in the United
Arab Emirates, Mumbai Furniture Fair in India and the Malaysian
International Furniture Fair, the latter since 2001.
“Puncak Bumi Utama also offers its products online via several
online shopping platforms such as Lazada.com.my, 11street.
com.my, Shopee.com.my and Alibaba.com. Buyers can get
Puncak Bumi Utama’s furniture delivered to their homes by just
performing a few clicks,” added Ahmad Kamal.
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programme known as TERAS under the Bumiputera Agenda
Driving Unit of the Prime Minister’s Department. TERAS is aimed
at producing world class entrepreneurs within 10 years and is
one of the government’s initiatives for Bumiputera SMEs to be
able to meet the target of 20% contribution to the Nation’s Gross
Domestic Product by the year 2020.

Providing ‘green’
lifestyle solutions
One-Tech specialises in ‘green’ furniture as well as interior fit out
and décor items

I

ncorporated in Malaysia in
March 1993, One-Tech (M)
Sdn Bhd founded by Tuan Haji
Ridzuan bin Ismail started off
with a humble beginning as a
small furniture manufacturer
supplying wooden furniture to
government schools and offices.
Within a decade, One-Tech
evolved into an interior fit out
company, specialising in the production of high-end customised
wood products and interior design works for local government
agencies, universities, private corporations and public listed
companies.
“Today, One-Tech specialises in the manufacturing of ‘green’
furniture well as interior fit out and décor items. To tackle current
environmental challenges, we understand the need to produce
sustainable wood products and have spearheaded Malaysia’s
‘green’ interior solutions since 2013.
“This is in line with our company’s vision to establish ourselves
as a world-class ‘green’ lifestyle solutions provider as well as
meeting our mission to delight our customers with products and

solutions that are ‘green’, functional, reliable and aesthetically
pleasing,” said his son, Encik Harith bin Ridzuan, who is also a
director of the company.
Harith who graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Management
Studies from the University of Nottingham, UK, has more than
eight years of professional woodworking experience and has
played a key role in transforming One-Tech into a sustainable
manufacturer of local-made furniture.
Today, the company markets its product under five brands,
namely, Harith Green Carpenter, dapo, Jord, Nokta and Meubelism.
Along its journey, One-Tech has constantly strived towards
excellence and is acknowledged through various certification
awards such as the 5S national award for Quality Environment in
2003, 2004 and 2008. One-Tech also received the international
quality certification ISO9001:2000 in 2004 which was later
upgraded to quality certification ISO9001:2008.
“We also practise international safety and environmental
standards and received the Occupational Safety Health &
Environment certification in 2007,” said Harith.
One-Tech is one of 30 companies that have been selected as the
pioneer batch for the ‘The High Performing Bumiputera SME’
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The latest award won by the company was the ‘BrandLaureate
Bumiputera Best Brands Award 2017-2018’ for its exceptional
branding efforts for the furniture manufacturing industry.
One-Tech’s 13,000ft2 factory in Ampang, Selangor is also a
teaching factory dedicated to developing highly-skilled and
capable woodworkers, designers, and engineers.

Other awards won by One-Tech included the SME Corp
Enterprise 50 (E50) Award 2012. In 2015, the company was
among 50 companies selected under the ‘Best Exporter Program’
jointly organised by the Malaysia External Trade Development
Corporation and SME Bank.

“Our teaching factory is designed to ensure that students receive
the right guidance in furniture manufacturing through a series of
entry-level modules and exposure to high-tech machines as well
as the local arts.

In 2016, the company was recognised as one of the top 20
companies to receive the Malaysian Productivity Corporation’s
lean manufacturing award while its Managing Director, Hajah
Huda binti Ikhwan won the ‘Productivity Champion Award 2016’.

“To date, we have provided over 70 tertiary students with
internship opportunities, many of whom were from top public
and private institutions including the German-Malaysian Institute,
Universiti Teknologi MARA, Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, National
Youth Skills Institute and Universiti Malaysia Sarawak,” said Harith.

In the same year, the company received an award by the Malaysian
Timber Industry Board for its excellent business performance as
well as its adoption of sustainable practices.
Earlier this year, One-Tech was chosen as one of the Top 5
entrepreneurs to participate in SAY Aspire, Selangor Youth
Community’s (SAY) business development programme aimed
at supporting local businesses to expand their global presence.

Among its company values, Harith has this to say: “We constantly
strive to discover and share innovating ways to improve our
customers’ health and wellbeing. It is our goal to continually
engage with various communities including the public, industry,
grass-root and retail audiences, as well as within our own
organisation regarding the importance of sustainable living.”
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Chengal House - Rock-solid beauty

At the heart of Sejati Residences
stands Chengal House in Cyberjaya,
a contemporary recreational centre
made from ripe old timbers.
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A CASE FOR TIMBER
The main pillars and beams are made of Chengal which is
about 200 years old.

T

he Chengal House is an ecologically friendly building
that pays tribute to the beauty and resilience of Malaysian
hardwoods. It features roof trusses and columns made from
Chengal timbers that were salvaged from a 77-year-old factory
on a parcel of land acquired by the developer. Realising its
value, the developer reused this precious timber. Carbon-dating
revealed that the wood is 200 years old which is believed to be
one of the oldest wood finds in Malaysia.

Chengal has been used to
construct the columns, beams
and roof trusses due to its
superior strength.

The Chengal House with its green surrounding.

Chengal (Neobalanocarpus heimii) is a heavy hardwood which
is resistant to termite attack and fungal infestation. Its naturally
durable quality makes it suitable for all forms of heavy-duty
applications.
The timbers have been carefully cut and assembled to show their
natural grain and beauty in the 1,022m2 community recreational
centre in the heart of a housing estate called Sejati Residences
in Cyberjaya. Decorative items made from the bits and pieces
of reclaimed timber hang as a feature-wall art piece at the
multipurpose hall. The recreation counter as well as the high
table in the function room also has the same motif. The Chengal
House has been made into an iconic lifestyle structure that can
be enjoyed for many years to come.
Chengal has been used to construct the columns, beams and
roof trusses due to its superior strength. Much care was taken
when removing the wood from the old factory as well as during
fabrication. As a durable material, the reclaimed Chengal
required minimal treatment to preserve its natural texture and
the beauty of its solid grains.

Steel adds strength to the sturdy pillars.
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To achieve the ceiling height of 8.2 metres, each column
was constructed from four pieces of wood with a steel bar
sandwiched in the middle for added strength. The staircase
and pool deck were made of Balau while railway sleepers
were used to construct the benches and lamp stands.
The Chengal House’s winning aspects stood on the fact that
there was a creative reutilisation of the old Chengal timbers
in a contemporary fashion. The dimensions of the old timber

Where light meets strong. The best of daylight is
seen through the glass windows which are kept in
place by steel and timber.

The Globe has taken timber construction to a new level. Photo credit: Rolex.

trusses and its members define the proportion of the space but
the architect has created a functional building with an entirely
new identity. The texture and colour of the timbers are welltreated as an interior design. In some aspect, most notably at
the columns, the potential of the old timber members has not
been fully exploited and diminishes the timber to decoration.
However, this does not affect the good overall composition,
light and airy space created for the property.

The Balau deck borders the pool.

A brilliant showcase of Chengal’s strength.
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The Globe of Science
and Innovation
T
he Globe of Science and Innovation, a visitor center,
was originally built as the Palais de l’Equilibre at Expo.02 in
Neuchâtel, Switzerland. It was designed by Geneva architects,
Hervé Dessimoz and Thomas Büchi, as a model of sustainable
building to inform visitors about the significant research being
carried out at CERN (Conseil Européen pour la Recherche
Nucléaire) where top physicists in the world conduct research
into the very fundamentals of our existence.

Roughly the size of the dome of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome,
the wooden structure measures 40m (130 ft) in diameter and
27m (89 ft) high, making it the tallest timber domed structure
in the world. In 2004, it was moved to its current location in
Meyrin in the Canton of Geneva, Switzerland, in time for the 50th
anniversary of CERN. In 2010, the Globe was renovated and its
new, permanent exhibit, Universe of Particles, was opened.
The Globe has taken timber construction to a new level. The
outer shell, resembling a finely spun cocoon, is designed to
protect the building from the sun and the elements. The inner
ball, whose frame is made up of 18 cylindrical wooden arcs and
covered with wooden panels, creates a magnificent cathedrallike space with two spiral ramps for visitors winding their way
up between the outer and inner shells.
Five types of timber were used in the Globe’s construction,
namely, Scotch pine, Douglas pine, spruce, larch and Canadian
maple.
The first floor of the renovated Globe is dedicated to its only
permanent exhibition, Universe of Particles, which was designed
by the architectural firm, Atelier Brückner. It is divided into six
exhibition areas. The second floor, which is accessible by a third

The frame of the inner ball is made up of 18 cylindrical wooden arcs and
covered with wooden panels. Photo credit: Rolex

walking ramp, is a high-ceilinged multipurpose space that is
used for events such as lectures, films, and press conferences.
The walls along the ramp describe the Big Bang.
The Globe is undeniably becoming the landmark for CERN.
The role of this new spherical building is to serve as a source
of pride for the scientific community by sharing the important
work done at CERN not only with those living in the regions of
France and Switzerland surrounding Geneva but more generally
with the whole of Europe.
A landmark by day and by night, the Globe stands out in the winegrowing countryside not far from Geneva. Its wooden structure
constituting a symbol of sustainable development, the Globe
sends a clear message on science, particle physics, cutting-edge
technologies and their applications in everyday life.
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Bonn Climate Change Conference
T

he Bonn Climate Change Conference convened all three
of the subsidiary bodies of the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Held in Bonn, Germany from
30 April – 10 May 2018, the conference included the 48th
sessions of the Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI 48),
the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice
(SBSTA 48), and the 5th session of the first meeting of the Ad
Hoc Working Group on the Paris Agreement (APA 1-5).
The Conference brought together over 3,400 participants,
including
nearly
2,000
government
officials,
1,400
representatives from UN bodies and agencies, intergovernmental
organisations and civil society organisations, and 38 members
of the media.
The meeting was largely focused on advancing work on the
Paris Agreement Work Programme (PAWP), a set of decisions
that will operationalise the Paris Agreement and facilitate its
implementation. All three subsidiary bodies that convened
in Bonn are considering different PAWP issues. Many viewed
progress as necessary because the deadline for the PAWP’s
completion is December 2018.
On the PAWP, many of the conclusions reached and decisions
taken captured discussions, particularly parties’ suggestions
and inputs made at this session, and included agreements to
continue parties’ consideration of the issues. The key outcomes
from the PAWP are the mandates given to further negotiations,
as follows:
•

the Co-Chairs of the SBSTA, SBI and APA will prepare
a note that will consider all of the items and propose
ways forward;

•

the APA Co-Chairs will prepare “tools” that will help
parties develop an “agreed basis for negotiations”; and

•

there will be an additional negotiating session from
3-8 September 2018 in Bangkok, Thailand, which will
comprise resumed sessions for each body: SBI 48-2,
SBSTA 48-2, and APA 1-6.

Key outcomes from the meeting include:
•

the SBI and SBSTA adopting a decision on the
Koronivia Joint Work on Agriculture that includes a
roadmap for the issues, events, and inputs to the work;

•

the SBI recommending a decision to the Conference
of the Parties (COP) regarding the review of the
effective implementation of the Climate Technology
Centre and Network; and

•

the SBI also recommending that the COP conclude
consideration of coordination of support for the
implementation of activities in relation to mitigation
actions in the forest sector by developing countries,
including institutional arrangements.

A unique feature of this conference was the Talanoa Dialogue.
In a process designed around the questions “Where are we?”
“Where do we want to go?” and “How do we get there?” parties
and stakeholders shared stories that will inform a synthesis
report to be presented at the Katowice Climate Change
Conference in December 2018.
This conference was supposed to set the stage for success in
Katowice, but that stage still may be far from ready for the big
show-adoption of the PAWP. While moving negotiations closer
to the package deal to be adopted in Poland in December 2018,
parties have yet to converge on a range of key issues.
Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB)			
Vol. 12 No. 726 / 13 May 2018.

The SBI and SBSTA continued to consider issues related to the
ongoing implementation of the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol.
UNFCCC Executive Secretary, Patricia Espinosa, at the
opening of the conference. Phote credit: IISD.

Delegates attending the conference. Photo credit: IISD.

UNFF13 in progress. Photo credit: IISD.

13th Session of UN Forum
on Forests
T

he 13th session of the UN Forum on Forests (UNFF13)
met from 7-11 May 2018 at the UN Headquarters in New York.
About 450 participants from Member States, international
organisations, the Collaborative Partnership on Forests
(CPF), and Major Groups attended the session, which
featured a ministerial roundtable on forest-based solutions
for accelerating achievement of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). Delegates also addressed implementation of the
UN Strategic Plan on Forests 2017-2030 (UNSPF), announced
voluntary national contributions, and discussed and adopted a
communication and outreach strategy.

Forests and trees play a critical role in sustainable development,
unifying almost all of the SDGs through their multiple ecosystem
benefits providing food, water, climate regulation, and soil
protection, among others. These roles have been enshrined
in the three Rio Conventions, on biodiversity, climate change
and desertification, and acknowledged in the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement on climate
change. The crosscutting importance of forests was constantly
repeated during UNFF13, in the hope that it would enhance UNwide recognition of the Forum as the leading intergovernmental
agency on forests.

UNFF13 adopted an omnibus resolution, which addresses:

As the 2018 session of the HLPF on Sustainable Development
approaches, which includes a review of implementation of SDG
15 (life on land), UNFF13 focused on forest-related solutions
for sustainable development. UNFF13 performed this task by
providing a highly inclusive process for state and non-state
actors, which enabled all stakeholders to report on their actions
to achieve the forest-related SDGs. Numerous statements by
Major Groups punctuated the week’s deliberations, with many
delegates emphasising the overarching role of the Forum and
affirming that forests bring us all together.

•

implementation of the UNSPF;

•

monitoring, assessment and reporting;

•

means of implementation;

•

UN system-wide contribution to the implementation
of the UNSPF;

•

the contribution of the Forum to the High-level Political
Forum (HLPF) review of the SDGs in 2018;

•

preparation for the HLPF review in 2019; and

•

information on reform of the UN Department of		
Economic and Social Affairs pertaining to UNFF.

UNFF13 convened after what had been a three-year high-speed
gallop to prepare and adopt the UN Strategic Plan for Forests
2017-2030 and the quadrennial programme of work for the
period 2017-2020. The universal membership of UNFF means
that the Forum’s vital role in addressing challenges relating to
forests is affirmed by all states, and UNFF13 was particularly key
in supporting this role as delegates rallied towards strengthening
the Forum’s functions and transitioning from policy to practice.

Delegates left UNFF13 with a renewed sense of responsibility,
in light of the vantage point they occupy in the forest agenda
and a mandate to work to distinguish the UNFF as the premier
intergovernmental forum on sustainable forest management.
The message of UNFF13 for the future is for an effective and
innovative Forum that provides guidance as well as informs on
progress in forest management, restoration, and protection. The
Forum’s reaction to emerging challenges, by strengthening its
functions, may well secure its future in the forest agenda.
Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB) 			
Vol. 13 No. 214 / 14 May 2018.
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Bohey Dulang - Pearl Island
of Semporna

Six million trees
planted along
national coastlines

T

he second-largest island within the Tun Sakaran Marine
Park archipelago in Semporna, Sabah, Bohey Dulang is a
trekkers’ haven, offering fantastic views from its 353m peak.
The island is nicknamed as Pearl Island as it used to be a pearl
cultivation centre with the country’s first pearl farm situated
there.

M

ore than 2,600 hectares of coastal areas of Peninsular
Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak have been planted with 6.3
million mangrove trees since 2005.

The islands are part of an extinct volcanic crater that has formed
into a beautiful lagoon. The lagoon is open on its southern side
but the crater rim on that side extends into a long coral reef.
Small rock pools, fed by waterfalls, dot the eastern side of
Bohey Dulang Island.

This provision covers the cultivation, treatment, maintenance,
research and development, monitoring and evaluation of
mangrove areas as well as awareness campaigns.
The mangrove trees, resistant to sea wind and suitable for
coastal areas, act as natural shelter and protection for the
coastal population as they could prevent soil erosion as well
as provide a buffer for natural disasters such as tsunamis.
More than 2,600 hectares planted with mangrove trees since 2005.

Sabah leads in forest protection
S
Maliau Basin - One of three conservation areas placed
under full protection.

The state government has also decided to set aside 30 per
cent of its total land mass, or 2.2 million hectares, as Totally
Protected Areas by 2025. The figure presently stands at close
to 1.9 million hectares or 26 per cent of the total land mass,
exceeding the International Union for Conservation of Nature’s
target of 10 per cent.

The island was previously categorised as a bird park before
becoming part of the marine park in 2004. The island is home
to a variety of birds like pied hornbills, partridges, owls, fruits
doves, babblers, metallic pigeons and ground-living scrub
fowls, making it a paradise for bird lovers.

The island also has a Giant Clams and Marine Invertebrate
Hatchery that breeds rare species of giant clams. It is a joint
venture between Sabah Parks and UK’s Marine Conservation
Society. There is also a nursery housing hundreds of baby giant
clams in tanks. Besides this, active seaweed farming also goes
on here.
This island is also a perfect place for snorkelling and diving.
There are over 500 species of coral reef fish, 300 species of
hard and soft corals as well as turtles, barracuda, eagle rays and
many more around the island.

The state government has also introduced various strategies to
achieve good forest governance, further protecting not only the
forests, but also wildlife. The government has also embarked on
strong policies to enhance enforcement strategies to safeguard
forests and wildlife.
Efforts have also been put in place to recreate healthy and
productive forests in reserves, each with its own management
plans.

Three natural gems in the form of the Maliau Basin, Danum
Valley and Imbak Canyon conservation areas have also been
placed under the full protection of state-owned Yayasan Sabah.

Hiking at Bohey Dulang Island. Photo credit: PulauMabul.com.

Bohey Dulang’s hiking trail up to its peak winds round the
island. After an exhilarating one-hour climb, trekkers are
rewarded with the view of neighbouring Bodgaya Island, and a
majestic view of the blue crater lagoon. Climbing the trail can
be very rewarding because of the unique flora and fauna that
one can see along the way. These include rare plants that grow
on volcanic rocks.

Planted, restored and treated forests also stand at 700,000 ha
and are the most extensive in Malaysia.

In areas not fully protected, extraction of timber is done on a
sustainable basis and high conservation value areas, such as
watersheds, are protected for their many benefits.

Nature is not the only thing that had attracted people to this
island. Several settlements of Bajau Laut (or Sea Gypsies)
people can be found around the island. The Bajau Laut
people are famous for their nomadic life, and they usually live
a seaborne lifestyle which is a subject of interest to ordinary
tourists as well as anthropologists.

Bohey Dulang Island is just beside Bodgaya Island, the largest
in the archipelago. A narrow channel separates the two. Maiga,
Mantabuan and Sibuan, Sebangkat, Selakan and Tetagan are
the other islands that make up the Tun Sakaran Marine Park.

The Federal Government has allocated about RM46 million for a
programme to plant mangrove trees and other suitable species
along the national coastlines, which had been implemented
between 2005 and 2015, under the Ninth and 10th Malaysia
Plans.

abah will remain a crucial green lung for the world, thanks
to policies put in place by the state government. A total of 53
per cent or 3.9 million hectares of land have been permanently
set aside as forest reserves, protection areas and wildlife
conservation areas through its sustainable forest management
policy.
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The Sabah government is also committed in continuing to
promote the state as a hub for tropical rainforest research
involving renowned international research organisations. These
include the Royal Society of the United Kingdom, Nature
Conservancy of the United States of America, Sime Darby
Foundation, WWF-Malaysia and Petronas, as well as local
higher learning institutions.
View from the top of Bohey Dulang. Photo credit: PulauMabul.com.

Giant clams at the hatchery. Photo credit: Sabah Tourism.

STRENGTHENING
THE INDUSTRY’S
GLOBAL PRESENCE
Draw on the Malaysian Timber Council’s experience in the international timber and timber products
trade to strengthen your competitive position and promote export growth. Our growth drivers are
pursued and guided by:
creating value through innovation
extending our global outreach
executing with excellence

To learn more about Malaysian timbers and timber products,
and the Council’s 2018 events and programmes, please visit www.mtc.com.my

SUSTAINABLE

PROGRESSIVE

ROBUST

