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Dear Readers,

MTC successfully organised its inaugural Malaysian Timber Conference, 
which attracted about 250 participants including industry experts and 
leaders. The event, with the theme “Towards A Better Tomorrow” took 
place on 18 October 2018 in Kuala Lumpur. It provided opportunities 
for the delegates to obtain new perspectives and outlook on tropical 
timbers and to network and share experiences amongst industry 
peers. The  timber sector is one of Malaysia’s pioneer industries and it 
continues to be a main economic driver for the country. The industry 
has evolved substantially and it will continue to evolve with the 
ever-changing global economic landscape. With many dynamics and 
events continuing to shape global wood markets, obtaining the latest 
insights and perspectives on what lies ahead for the Malaysian timber 
industry and in its key export markets is of utmost importance. 
Our report on the conference is on pages 4-5.

MTC was part of a multi-commodity economic, promotion and 
investment mission to China from 21-24 August 2018, led by The Hon. 
Puan Teresa Kok, the Malaysian Minister of Primary Industries (MPI). 
A major focus of the Minister’s visit was the large Chinese domestic 
market for furniture. The Minister was spot-on in aiming to promote 
bilateral trade and cooperation in the furniture industry in China where 
its vast market and an expanding middle class offer great opportunities 
for Malaysian exporters to tap into (report on page 10). MTC, with its  
office in Guangzhou, is well-positioned to guide the Malaysian industry 
members in forging business and joint ventures with Chinese partners.  

MTC congratulates the Malaysian Wood Industries Association 
(MWIA) on its signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with the Forestry Department of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region, People’s Republic of China (FDGZAR). This was the third MoU 
that MWIA had entered with relevant forestry-related agencies from 
Guangxi within the past one year. The latest MoU was signed in Kuala 
Lumpur on 24 July 2018 and witnessed by The Hon. Puan Teresa Kok, 
who lauded it as another initiative to bring more investments into the 
country as well as expand bilateral trade in timber and timber products 
between the two countries. Our coverage on the event is on page 6.

In A CASE FOR TIMBER, we feature Bintang Residence, a fine example 
of a property where both, popular and less popular species of timber 
have been cleverly incorporated. The recycled timber beams and the 
perforated wood carvings, among others, provide a country charm to 
this resort-like home. The interiors, which are adorned with wooden 
furniture and ornaments, complete the look of the living space. To 
know why we were awe-inspired by the bold move by the architect 
and the house owner to use less popular species such as Tempinis and 
Kekabu in the property, turn to pages 22-26.

Happy reading!

The Editor.
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About 250 participants attended MTC’s inaugural Malaysian 
Timber Conference: Towards A Better Tomorrow on 18 October 
2018 in Kuala Lumpur. The conference was officiated by the Minister 
of Primary Industries, The Hon. Puan Teresa Kok. Also present were 
MTC Chairman Dato’ Low Kian Chuan, Malaysian Timber Industry 
Board Chairman Tuan Wong Tack, MTC Trustees, MTC CEO 
Mr. Richard Yu as well as industry captains from various 
organisations.

Puan Teresa said she was proud to see that Malaysia has established 
itself as a major producer and exporter of timber and timber 
products to over 160 countries.

“We need to maintain our position in the global market and for 
that we need to face up to challenges by employing innovative, 
sustainable and market-driven solutions,” said Puan Teresa.

She added that Malaysia’s commitment in maintaining its forest 
cover at above 50% as pledged at the 1992 Rio Earth Summit will 
ensure that the country’s timber industry remains sustainable in the 
long-term. 

“We cannot do the same thing and expect different results. 
Timber-based manufacturers must identify and overcome 
common pitfalls associated with growth so that their business can 
continue to thrive,” she said. 

According to the World Bank, the global demand for timber will 
quadruple by 2050 and Malaysia, as one of the world’s leading 

Timber Conference – Experts 
share insights
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suppliers of tropical timber-based products, needs to relook at the 
imperatives that will sustain or enhance its position in the global 
marketplace.

The Malaysian timber industry contributed about 1.7% to the national 
GDP with export earnings of RM23.2 billion in 2017 and as at August 
2018, the export figures had reached RM14.57 billion. Wooden 
furniture, plywood, sawntimber, fibreboard and builders’ joinery and 
carpentry are the main revenue generators for the sector.

Dato’ Low with the speakers of the afternoon session (from left) Mr. Ng.
Dr. Gan, Mr. Maillefer and Dato’ Nor Akhirrudin.

Dato’ Low (third from right) with the speakers of the morning session (from left) Ms. Weichenberger, Mr. Yu, Mr. Latham, Mr. Tan and Dr. Pepke.
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Puan Teresa (second from right) launching the opening of the conference with (from left) Mr. Yu, Dato’ Low and Tuan Wong.
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Earlier, Dato’ Low in his opening remarks said Malaysian 
timber-based manufacturers must understand the lifecycles of 
their products to help them maximise on their profitability. 

“As time goes, our products must also change and be in line with 
current market trends. Therefore, it is important for us to change 
our mindset and be innovative in creating a steady stream of new 
products for the market. 

“There is also a pertinent need for succession plans within each 
company so that the younger generation can find the timber 
industry as an attractive and viable one,” he said, adding that 
timber-based manufacturers need real-time market intelligence, 
technological upgrade and raw material supply solutions.

Nine speakers from Italy, Switzerland, Finland and Malaysia 
provided detailed takeaways on how to address the full scope of 
the challenges the timber industry is facing.  

The crux of the conference presentations centred on the global 
economic outlook, the timber demand and supply worldwide, the 
need for certification which proves that timbers are extracted in a 

sustainable and legal manner, embracing technology in relation to 
IR4.0 as well as commercialisation of research findings.

The speakers were Mr. Alan Tan, Dr. Ed Pepke, Mr. Peter Latham, 
Ms. Sylvia Weichenberger, Dr. Gan Kee Seng, Mr. Ng Kheng Joo, 
Mr. Laurent Maillefer, Dato’ Nor Akhirrudin Mahmud and Mr. 
Richard Yu.

Mr. Tan is the Chief Economist at Affin Hwang Investment Bank 
Bhd while Dr. Pepke is the Senior Market and Policy Analyst at 
the European Forest Institute. He is also an Associate at Dovetail 
Partners, Inc., which is an environmental think tank in the US. 
Mr. Latham is the Chairman of PEFC International, Switzerland, 
and Ms. Weichenberger is the Partner and Senior Expert of the 
Centre for Industrial Studies, Italy. 

Dr. Gan is the Director of Forest Products Division from the Forest 
Research Institute Malaysia while Mr. Ng is the Technical Director 
and Co-Founder of Novetec Innovation Sdn Bhd. Mr. Maillefer is the 
Vice-President, Robotics – ABB Malaysia while Dato’ Nor Akhirrudin 
is the Director-General of Forestry, Peninsular Malaysia.   

Puan Teresa at one of the exhibition booths put up in conjunction with 
the conference.

About 250 participants attended the inaugural conference.



Puan Teresa officiating at the MOU Signing Ceremony. Seen seated are Mr. Huang (left) and Mr. Goh.
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Malaysia–Guangxi Forestry 
Cooperation 
The Malaysian Wood Industries Association (MWIA) and 
the Forestry Department of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region, People’s Republic of China (FDGZAR) signed an MOU 
to promote collaboration and exchange of information between 
the Malaysian and Guangxi forestry sectors.

Minister of Primary Industries, The Hon. Puan Teresa Kok, 
officiated and witnessed the event held in Kuala Lumpur on 
24 July 2018. MWIA President, Mr. Goh Chee Yew, signed on 
behalf of the association while FDGZAR was represented by its 
Director-General, Mr. Huang Xianyang.

Among the objectives of the MoU are:

• to build an information sharing platform to carry   
  out co-operative projects for the establishment of   
  fast-growing plantations in Malaysia;

• to exchange information and co-operation on forest   
   resources; and

• to promote technical exchange and training on   
  afforestation and processing technology.

Speaking at the event, Puan Teresa complimented MWIA for 
taking the initiative to further strengthen collaboration with 
relevant forestry-related agencies from the Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region. MWIA had signed two other MOUs with 
forestry-related agencies from Guangxi within the past one year. 

“Two of the areas of cooperation are within the priority of 
my ministry’s portfolio,” said Puan Teresa, who stressed that 
the first priority is in the area of forest plantation that will 
complement the ministry’s efforts to ensure sustainable supply 
of raw materials for the timber industry as well as to lessen the 
pressure on the natural forest for raw materials.

“The second priority of my ministry is to modernise the 
timber industry. The MOU complements well with the various 
programmes related to timber undertaken by the agencies 
and councils under my ministry. I hope this will speed up the 
modernisation efforts of the timber industry to the next level,” 
she added.  

Members of the Malaysian and Guangxi Foresty sectors in a dialogue 
before the MOU Signing Ceremony.



MTC Chairman: Continue to 
embrace stakeholder engagements

Dato’ Low Kian Chuan, who was appointed as the new 
Chairman of MTC on 27 July 2018, had a meet-and-greet 
session with all MTC staff led by CEO, Mr. Richard Yu, on 9 
August 2018. 

Dato’ Low advised all MTC staff to keep up the good work 
and continue to proactively engage with stakeholders. 

He also said employees must be willing to learn on the job 
and acquire new skills as certain expertise may not remain 
relevant for long in an ever-changing business environment.

The staff joined Dato’ Low for a delectable lunch after the 
meeting, which was held at the MTC headquarters in Kuala 
Lumpur.  

MTC in dialogue with industry
Keeping up with the needs of the industry is basically what 
MTC’s Dialogue Session 2018 with its six national timber-based 
associations is all about. The dialogue session was held from 
13-15 August 2018 at MTC’s headquarters in Kuala Lumpur and 
was chaired by MTC’s CEO, Mr. Richard Yu.
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Dato’ Low greeting MTC staff.

The Council had individual dialogue sessions with the Malaysian 
Wood Industries Association (MWIA); The Timber Exporters’ 
Association of Malaysia (TEAM); Malaysian Panel-Products 
Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA); Malaysian Wood Moulding 
and Joinery Council (MWMJC); Malaysian Bumiputra Timber 
and Furniture Entrepreneurs’ Association (PEKA) as well as the 
Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC).  

Mr. Yu chairing one of the dialogue sessions.



MTC brings in timber suppliers   
MTC organised the inaugural Overseas Suppliers–Malaysian 
Importers/Manufacturers Exchange programme at the Council’s 
headquarters on 25 September 2018 to further assist industry 
members to augment raw material supply.

Six suppliers from Chile and two from Canada participated in the 
exchange programme. The suppliers offered raw materials which 
ranged from hardwood and softwood sawntimber to decorative 
veneer. 

The programme attracted a total of 62 participants from 42 
Malaysian companies, of which 38 companies also participated in a 
Business Matching Session.

Present at the event were Trade Commissioner of Chile to Malaysia, 
Ms. Ana Belen Bueno Jimenez, and MTC CEO, Mr. Richard Yu.  

Palm ‘wood’ for timber industry   
Though technical in nature, MTC’s talk entitled “Oil Palm 
Trunk and Empty Fruit Bunch as Alternative Raw Materials for 
Wood-Based Industry” by Dr. Kamarudin Hassan was well-received 
by the industry members.

The talk, which was held on 5 July 2018 at MTC’s headquarters 
in Kuala Lumpur, was attended by 56 participants from 30 
organisations, including lecturers from institutes of higher learning.

Dr. Kamarudin, who is the Head of the Biomass Technology Unit 
from the Malaysian Palm Oil Board, spoke on the vast availability 
of oil palm trunks (OPT) throughout the country, its current and 
potential uses as an alternative raw material as well as ways of 
addressing palm wood’s susceptibility to fungal and insect attacks 
due to its high sugar and starch content.

The talk was followed by a Q&A session, which not only had the 
speaker fielding many questions, but industry members sharing 
their views and experiences in using OPT.  
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The talk in progress.

MTC CEO, Mr. Richard Yu (right) with Dr. Kamarudin (centre) during 
the Q&A session.
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Understanding the SST   
As part of its on-going efforts to assist timber-based 
manufacturers to further develop their business, MTC hosted a talk 
by the Royal Malaysian Customs Department on “Understanding 
the Sales & Services Tax (SST)” and how the SST will affect the 
timber industry

The talk was held at MTC’s headquarters on 27 September 2018. 
The officers from the Royal Customs Department of Malaysia 
highlighted the difference between the SST and the Goods and 
Services Tax, and which manufactured products will be either 
exempted or subjected to tax. 

Generally, export of timber and timber products are exempted 
from SST.  Those affected are mainly the ones supplying to the 
domestic market.

Based on the circular from the Royal Customs Department 
(September 2018 revision), the timber products exempted 
from paying SST are logs, sawntimber and plywood (except 
blockboard, laminated panel, LVL and laminated board).

The programme attracted a total of 62 participants.

The timber products subjected to be taxed under the SST are 
veneer, particleboard, fibreboard, wooden frame and furniture 
(at 10%), and Builders’ Joinery and Carpentry (BJC) (at 5%).

The talk was attended by 161 participants from 95 companies.  



Timbers’ inner beauty   
Steeped in rugged beauty, warmth and rustic charm are some 
of the qualities timber exudes when used either indoor or outdoor. 
The subtle undertones of timber in its raw form also provide a 
soothing sensation and that is why human beings are naturally 
attracted to timber.

Mr. Saw Eng Thai, who is the General Manager of Sim Lee Sawmill 
Sdn Bhd, said the positive qualities of timber, coupled with its 
inherent properties, make it a good building material and is 
particularly well-suited for interior applications as well.

Speaking to MTC’s Timber Industry Talk participants on 28 August 
2018, Mr. Saw during his presentation entitled “Usage of Timber in 
Interior Decoration”, said timbers, even the less popular ones, can 
be put to good use and that some timbers such as Surian Wangi, 
Kapur and Medang Sarsi, among others, are aromatic.

More than 30 participants attended the talk which was held at 
MTC’s headquarters in Kuala Lumpur.   
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MIDA’s incentives 
for timber sector   
MTC’s industry members as well as representatives from 
government agencies and the public sector attended the 
Council’s Timber Industry Talk called “Incentives by MIDA for 
the Timber Industry” on 1 August 2018. 

The talk by Puan Azhana Mohamed Saleh, the Deputy Director, 
Food Technology and Resource-Based Industries of MIDA was 
attended by 63 participants from 50 companies. Puan Azhana 
spoke primarily on what the government was offering the 
timber sector.  

The seminar attracted 40 participants.

Seminar on CAR 2014, import 
regulations   
MTC once again organised its Technical Seminar on “Clean Air 
Regulations 2014 (CAR 2014) and Procedures and Requirements 
for the Import of Timber and Timber Products” at Sunway Hotel in 
Seberang Jaya, Penang, on 20 September 2018. 

The seminar was the third in its series which catered for the industry 
members in the northern region. The seminar provided a platform 
for the 40 participants from 22 companies an opportunity to attain 
information and guidance from the Department of Environment 
(DoE) and Department of Agriculture (DoA) on CAR 2014 as 
well as import procedures pertaining to timber and timber-based 
products.

En. Mohd. Azrul Mas Saud, who is the Senior Environmental 
Control Officer from the DoE spoke on the CAR 2014 regulations 
while En. Hussain Tahir, the Assistant Director of the DoA’s Plant 
Biosecurity Division highlighted the requirements for importing 
timber and timber-based products.   

Mr. Saw during his presentation.

Puan Azhana delivering her topic.
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Promoting Malaysian commodities 
in China

Puan Teresa speaking with MTC CEO, Mr. Richard Yu, during the visit to 
Riccione Furniture Industry.

Puan Teresa (seventh from left) and members of her delegation at Louvre International Exhibition Centre.

Minister of Primary Industries, The Hon. Puan Teresa Kok, 
was part of Prime Minister, The Right Hon. Tun Dr. Mahathir 
Mohamad’s delegation for his official visit to the People’s 
Republic of China from 17-21 August 2018. Following the positive 
outcomes arising from the Prime Minister’s successful China 
negotiations, Puan Teresa took advantage of the China visit to 
further promote Malaysian commodities in this populous nation. 

Puan Teresa then led an economic, promotion and investment 
mission in Beijing and Guangzhou from 21-24 August. Her 
delegation comprised officials from her ministry, Malaysian 
Palm Oil Board, Malaysian Rubber Board, LGM Properties 
Corporation, Malaysian Palm Oil Council, Malaysian Rubber 
Export Promotion Council, MTC as well as the private sector.

The mission was aimed at exploring market and investment 
opportunities, industry collaborations between the private 
sectors of both countries to further strengthen trade and 
investment as well as facilitate trade and address trade and 
investment issues.

Puan Teresa arrived in Guangzhou on 23 August where she 
visited, among others, the Louvre International Exhibition 
Centre and Riccione Furniture Industry to gain an overview of 
the furniture sector in China with the aim of promoting bilateral 
trade and cooperation in the furniture industry.

The Minister and her delegation also held bilateral discussions 
with His Excellency Ni Yuefeng, China’s Minister of General 
Administration of Customs. Various issues of common interest 
were discussed and technical assistance to facilitate import of 
Malaysian commodities into China was offered. 

“Overall, the China engagements during the Prime Minister’s 
official visit and the extended interaction, dialogue and 
engagements during our mission have resulted in positive 
outcomes and key initiatives that will facilitate greater export of 
Malaysian palm oil and various Malaysian agricommodities and 
products into China,” said Puan Teresa.

Malaysia and China have a strong trade relation in agricommodity 
which registered at RM23.63 billion (USD 5.8 billion) in 2017. 
In 2017, the total value of Malaysia’s export of agricommodity 
and agricommodity-based products to China was RM19.1 billion 
(USD 4.7 billion), an increase of 27% compared with RM15.0 
billion (USD 3.7 billion) recorded in 2016.  
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INDEX 2018

INDEX International Design Series 28th edition (INDEX 
2018) was held at the Dubai World Trade Centre from 16–18 
September 2018. The exhibition attracted 500 exhibitors from 
17 countries including Turkey, France, China, Poland, Germany, 
Indonesia, Italy, the United Kingdom, Taiwan, South Africa, India 
and Malaysia.

The number of exhibitors this year were fewer compared to 
last year due to a decision by the fair organiser to stage the 
exhibition twice  a year, whereby a smaller-scale INDEX was held 
earlier in March. This had, in turn, resulted in a lower turnout of 
visitors to the show.

At the invitation of the Malaysia External Trade Development 
Corporation (MATRADE), MTC participated in the Malaysian 
Pavilion set up by MATRADE. Five other Malaysian companies 
also participated in the Malaysian Pavilion. MTC attended to 76 
visitors to the MTC stand as well as received 30 trade enquiries 
for the supply of various timber products.  

Malaysian-made furniture’s 
growing appeal 
Malaysian-made furniture is garnering more interest at 
international trade fairs. The recently concluded 24th China 
International Furniture Expo 2018, also known as Furniture 
China 2018, attracted more visitors to the stands of Malaysian 
furniture manufacturers.

Held at the Shanghai New International Expo Centre in Pudong, 
China, from 11-14 September 2018, Furniture China was one of 
the most renowned furniture exhibitions in the world. With an 
exhibition space of 350,000m2 and 3,500 exhibitors, the trade 
fair is seeing a rise in its number of visitors and buyers each 
year. 

MTC, with its MTC Malaysian Pavilion, occupied a 942m2 floor 
space where 19 Malaysian furniture manufacturers displayed 
their latest products ranging from solid wood furniture to 
those made of particleboard which cater to all segments of the 
market. The 19 manufacturers, comprising first-time as well as 
repeat exhibitors, recorded both confirmed and potential sales 
of RM34.66 million. 

“There was a 13.3% increase in the number of enquiries at MTC’s 
Malaysian Pavilion this year compared to last year. We see this 
as a sign that we are on the right track in reading the market 
sentiments and the needs of potential and existing clients,” said 
MTC CEO, Mr. Richard Yu.   

A section of the MTC Malaysian Pavilion.

MTC’s booth in the Malaysian Pavilion.

Trade visitors at the MTC stand.

Malaysian exhibitors participating in the MATRADE Malaysian Pavillion.



Visitors to the MTC booth.
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Woodex 
Asia 2018
MTC participated in the 3rd Woodex Asia exhibition held 
from 28-30 September 2018 in Gandhinagar, in the state of 
Gujarat, India. Among the exhibits displayed at the fair were 
samples of sawntimber, plywood, veneer, particleboard, 
blockboard, doors and door frames, wooden flooring and 
decking, and woodworking machinery.

Woodex Asia 2018 saw the participation of 120 companies 
including foreign exhibitors from Canada, Germany and 
China. The fair attracted around 11,500 visitors comprising 
architects and interior designers, furniture and wood product 
manufacturers, carpenters, traders and distributors.

Visitors to MTC’s booth were mostly timber wholesalers and 
retailers from across Gujarat state including from Gandhidham, 
the largest wood-based manufacturing hub in India. MTC 
also received trade enquiries from developers, architects and 
consultants who showed their interest in lesser-known timber 
species that could also be suitable for construction purposes.  

MTC received a total of 17 trade enquiries during the fair.

The 29th edition of Korea International Furniture & Interior 
Fair (KOFURN) was held at the Korea International Exhibition 
Centre (KINTEX), Goyang, South Korea from 29 August to 
2 September 2018. The exhibition was a concurrent of several 
shows, which include the 2018 Korea International Woodworking 
Machinery Exhibition, 2018 Goyang Furniture Expo, 2018 Korea 
Design Competition and the 20th College Furniture Design 
Exhibition. 

KOFURN 2018 covered an area of 32,157m2 in Hall 1-3 of 
KINTEX and showcased, among others, modern, classic and 
children’s furniture, interior designs, accessories, materials and 

KOFURN 2018
woodworking machinery from 14 countries including Malaysia, 
Singapore, Turkey and Thailand. It attracted 380 exhibitors and 
3,722 visitors.

MTC participated in KOFURN for the first time to promote 
Malaysian timber and timber products such as sawntimber 
of Light Red Meranti, Pulai and Merbau species, Rubberwood 
furniture components, Meranti laminated scantlings, plywood 
and MDF. MTC received a total of 17 trade enquiries from trade 
visitors who include timber traders, furniture manufacturers, 
furniture designers and individual buyers.   





From its inception, the company has adopted a culture of 
emphasis on quality and credibility in all its product lines.

The factory is located in Temerloh, Pahang and its sawing 
equipments are from Kikukawa, Japan, manned by a team of 
experienced supervisors and sawyers.  All their raw materials 
are sourced from certified sources only, such as PEFC or 
FSC. While they started with sawing tropical hardwood from 
Malaysia, they have now expanded to include timber from 
Africa and North America.  Maran Road Sawmill operates a 
kilning facility with 18 chambers with a charge in capacity of 
1500m3. It has implemented a real-time monitoring system that 
uses wireless technology to provide moisture content readings 
to ensure accuracy, quality and productivity.  

Maran Road Sawmill’s downstream activities include moulding, 
fingerjointing, lamination and priming. The company uses heavy 
duty, high quality equipment for its machining and tooling, and 
invests heavily in upgrading its equipment.  Its main market 
is Europe but in the last couple of years, it has also tried to 
develop a bigger domestic presence as Malaysia has started to 
appreciate high quality wood.  

Emphasising on 
quality and credibility
Established since the 1950s, Maran Road Sawmill Sdn. Bhd has evolved 
over the years and is now and a vertically integrated timber company with 
activities from logging to engineered wood products. 
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In addition to the above, Maran Road Sawmill’s management 
wants to adopt sustainability not only in its raw material 
procurement and harvesting but in totality, such as skills 
development, management training, workers well-being and 
energy management. To this end, it has consultants who visit 
regularly to impart their knowledge. They improved a safe 
working environment and also constructed hostel facilities for 
their foreign workers with a dedicated team that consistently 
looks into their well-being. 

Since 2014, Maran Road Sawmill has embarked on a renewable 
energy programme. It now has close to 1MW of solar generation 
capacity using its factory roof and is looking to expand its 
capacity further. According to its Director, Mr Ng, “Resource 

management is an ongoing process and it is our company’s 
culture to constantly look out for improvements and adopt better 
practices through learning and observation. We value all our 
stakeholders, from the employees, customers to shareholders. 
We will continue to be responsible to our environment.”  



Formidable outdoor classics

Their collections are among the most extensive in the 
market, ranging from outdoor dining sets in various designs and 
configurations to sun loungers, garden swings, decking, stable 
doors, chairs and benches to planter boxes. But the list does 
not end here.

“We specialise in the manufacture of high quality knockdown 
outdoor furniture as well as framed and ledged doors, stable 
doors, door and window frames, furniture parts, decking and 
flooring, and all types of general and profiled mouldings,” says 
Mr. Ng Peng Lim, Managing Director of Hang Tuah Furniture 
Sdn. Bhd. 

He added that the company also undertakes to produce 
knockdown outdoor furniture strictly according to customers’ 
designs and specifications. 

Going by product names like Valdis, Trausti, Gisli, Atur, Jonis, 
Skeggr, Hallbjorn, Kerwin, Hegxin and Norgg, they are being 
distributed by major home products outlets throughout North 
America, Europe, Australia and South Africa.

Many factors contribute to the company’s success, and 
according to Mr. Ng, “We exercise very stringent quality control 
and inspections in the various processes of production, starting 
from the moment the raw materials are produced to the 

Designing and manufacturing the finest outdoor furniture and garden 
accessories is the guiding principle of Hang Tuah Furniture Sdn. Bhd.
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stage of kiln drying, moulding, woodworking, assembling, 
packaging and until the time the final products are loaded 
into the containers for shipment.

“The timbers that are used in our production are processed 
from logs harvested under Malaysian Sustainable Forest 
Management Plans.”

“We have been awarded the ISO 9001, FSC Chain-of-Custody 
and PEFC Chain-of-Custody certifications, which testify that 
we have accordingly streamlined our business control as well 
as having conformed to our overseas customers’ stringent 
quality and environmental protection requirements.”

Hang Tuah Furniture was founded in 1961 and operated 
initially as a sawmill in Bahau in the state of Negeri Sembilan. 
The company started to manufacture furniture in April 1994 
as part of the company’s plans to diversify into downstream 
processing.

Fifty-seven years on, with state-of-the-art machineries and 
a workforce of about 250 workers, Hang Tuah Furniture is 
capable of producing up to 2,000m3 of sawntimber, 1,000m3 

of kiln-dried sawntimber and 1,200m3 of mouldings monthly 
as well as 400 units of 40-footer containers of knockdown 
outdoor furniture yearly.  



Four brothers stayed strong and united for more than half 
a century to build a timber warehousing business into one of 
Malaysia’s leading manufacturers of timber-based products, in 
particular, laminated scantlings. The brothers, surnamed Sia, 
were following in the footsteps of their father who operated 
a timber and hardware store in the town of Tangkak in the 
southern state of Johor.

The Sia brothers set up the company in 1963 under the 
name Seah Ngar Leong, which is coined out of their names. 
Now known as SNL Woods Sdn Bhd, a private limited 
entity, the company specialises in seven product categories, 
namely, laminated scantlings, door jambs, laminated boards, 
sawntimber, finger-jointed strips and boards, wooden dowels 
and various profiled mouldings.

Move with the times
SNL Woods Sdn. Bhd. moves further downstream to stay ahead 

Company Managing Director, Mr. Sia Boon Sieng, elaborates: 
“To adapt and cope with the ever-changing demands from the 
global market, we need to diversify our production. As such, 
we have invested and developed our wood-based production 
capacity and capability to stay productive, competitive and 
stay ahead in the timber business.”

Banking on his 45 years of experience in the timber industry, 
Mr. Sia has instilled strong work ethics, smart management 
goals and sound business principles to successfully lead the 
company towards meeting its objectives.  

“Quality consistency is one of the key factors that has enabled 
SNL Woods’s products such as laminated scantlings, door 
jambs, mouldings products to be well accepted in export 
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markets such as Singapore, China, Australia, UAE as well as 
countries in Europe including German, Italy, France, Belgium 
and Poland.

“We are proud and pleased to say that SNL Woods is today, 
one of Malaysia’s leading manufacturers of downstream 
timber-based products, especially laminated scantlings, which 
make up 80% of our company’s total production, says Mr. Sia, 
who is also the second youngest among the four siblings.

The company also takes pride in its strong environmental 
and responsible credentials by ensuring that the timber the 

company purchases originate from only traceable and legal 
sources. In year 2010, SNL Woods received its chain-of-custody 
certification from the Programme for the Endorsement of 
Forest Certification (PEFC) schemes and the Malaysian Timber 
Certification Scheme (MTCS).  

“The PEFC and MTCS accreditation means that we had complied 
accordingly to meet the relevant stringent requirements. It is 
also our way of ensuring that future generations can continue 
to enjoy the environmental, social and economic benefits that 
the Malaysian forests have to offer,” explains Mr. Sia.  
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Having more than 30 years of experience, Supreme Group 
is one of the most extensive wood products manufacturers 
and service providers in Malaysia. 

Having shifted its operations from Kuantan, Pahang, to 
Telok Panglima Garang, Klang, Selangor, in 2002, it had also 
expanded its factory to over eight hectares with state-of-the-art 
machineries and advanced fabrication tools that support a 
wide-range of manufacturing capabilities comprising basic 
cut-to-size to kiln drying and customised mouldings as well 
as furniture. 

Various species are exported in the form of sawntimber, such 
as Dark Red Meranti, Red Meranti, Merbau, Keruing, Kempas, 
Kapur, Jelutong and Sepetir, among others. It also provides 
cutting-edge kiln drying services with 24 units of advanced 
kiln drying chambers. 

Its value-added wood products include a wide range of 
wood mouldings, three-ply lamination products, door jambs, 
S4S profile mouldings, finger-joint laminated scantlings and 
boards. In addition, Supreme produces high quality indoor 
and outdoor solid wood furniture with high quality timbers 
and incorporating outstanding design as well as superior 
craftsmanship. Its stringent quality control procedures 
ensure that all the products are of superior quality. 

A Supreme group
Capturing markets worldwide with high quality products 
and competitive pricing

Its Director, Mr. Choo Tuan Yong (right), says: “Nothing is 
wasted at the factory as every square inch of material is 
utilised, with mill waste and sawdust recycled for the making 
of wooden pellets. With full integration of upstream and 
downstream products, Supreme captures its markets with 
competitive pricing. Our high quality products are exported 
to Europe, UK, US, Middle East, Australia, Japan, India, South 
Africa and many other markets.”
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Its premium products are certified under the Malaysian Timber 
Certification Scheme (MTCS) issued by the Malaysian Timber 
Certification Council (MTCC) which supports the highest 
standards of forest management systems. Additionally, 
Supreme’s products are KOMO-certified as well, making it 
one of the very few companies in Malaysia to export to the 
high-end markets. 

Supreme strives for non-stop improvement and constantly 
studies market trends to develop customised solutions that 
will revolutionise the industry. It believes the wood industry 
fetches a great value and has massive potential which leads 
it to explore opportunities to develop autonomous processes 
which are in line with Industrial Revolution 4.0.  
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Bintang Residence – a twinkling star 

A CASE FOR TIMBER22

Quarter 3 2018 Timber Malaysia



A CASE FOR TIMBER 23

Quarter 3 2018 Timber Malaysia

The Bintang Residence is a fine example 
of how timber can be put to good use for 
its functionality and beauty
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Thirty-eight pieces of 8” x 8” Balau timber columns were used 
for the terrace and courtyard. The dark reddish-brown hues of 
solid Tempinis strips line the floors while exuding the traditional 
colours of a timber flooring. Tempinis, which is a durable, 
termite-resistant timber, is commonly used to make axe and 
hoe handles.

The timber roof trusses showcase the beauty of the exposed 
underside of the terracotta roof tiles. Made of medium and 
heavy hardwood as a cost-cutting measure, the timber trusses 
were CCA-treated to make them durable and termite-resistant.

The dual tones of Kekabu and its easy-to-work-with feature 
prompted homeowner Mdm. Ding Siew Ching and her husband 
Mr. Saw Eng Thai to use the timber as panelling for their ceiling. 
The outer sapwood with its light off-white colour and the true 
wood’s remarkable brown grains, which is similar to walnut, 
give an earthy and soothing feel. Apart from its natural beauty, 
the Kekabu ceiling acts as a good secondary layer of insulation 
against the heat. In one of the bedrooms where the ceiling is 
not entirely straight, Kekabu panels have been bent to provide 
a smooth curvy continuous surface.  

The house has been designed to provide as much natural 
ventilation as possible. Perforated Teak wood carvings from 
Thailand are used to allow the easy flow of air instead of glass 
windows to keep the house cool. Apart from being a clever 
design alternative, the wooden carvings also add a touch of 
class to Bintang Residence.

The Bintang Residence is a house with a resort-like setting 
surrounded with greenery that have been cleverly created to 
provide a balmy, natural tropical condition of a house in the 
woods. The environment-friendly home with its generous use of 
timber, both popular and less popular species, is a visual feast. 
The interior décor, which showcases the property as a melting 
pot of cultures, provides a rustic, country-side charm.

The Balau timber columns, Tempinis flooring, Kekabu ceiling 
panels, Surian Wangi kitchen cabinets, Angsana flitches, Teak 
hand carvings which act as windows as well as Mersawa bed 
frames reflect one thing – that the architect and owner know 
their timber. 

The environment-friendly home 
with its generous use of timbers, 
both popular and less popular 

species, are a visual feast. 

It’s all wood in the living area of Bintang Residence.



Balau columns were used for the terrace and courtyard.

The Kekabu ceiling panel and Tempinis flooring 
in one of the bedrooms.
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The main entrance with its Balau-made door.  The Teak carvings which act as window panes.

The centerpiece of Bintang Residence 
– the Chengal kitchen island.
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The Balau doors and window frames are colour-coordinated 
with the door leaves which are made of Merpauh. The vanity 
tops in the bathrooms are made of Angsana flitches. The 
irregular shapes of these cut Angsana are maintained to 
showcase the timber’s natural look. Old as they may be, the 
recycled beams give the house a rustic feel while the Mersawa 
bed frame in one of the rooms provide more than a restful 
night’s sleep with its solid wood appeal.

One of the star attractions of Bintang Residence is its kitchen 
island and cabinets. An unlacquered Chengal slab measuring 
2” x 45” x 8’ in dimension make up the island top. It would 
not be an exaggeration to say that the kitchen island is the 
centerpiece of the house. Though relatively small in comparison 
to the other timber applications around the house, this rustic 

furniture is a great depiction of the sturdiness of timber in all 
its majesty. You can revel in the timber features of Bintang 
Residence but this kitchen island leaves a lasting impression 
with an image of it etched permanently in your mind. Dining 
on the island while seated on the wooden benches provide a 
kind of warmth that only timbers can give. 

Though light in weight yet durable, the Surian Wangi kitchen 
cabinet doors provide a lustrous look akin to Teak. A fragrant 
timber, Surian Wangi is part of some of the less popular timber 
species that have been put to good use around the house. 

Bintang Residence is an excellent example of how timbers,  as 
ordinary pieces of wood, make a smooth transition as stunning 
pieces of décor.  



Said Chiao, “Our intention was to introduce an environmentally 
friendly, low-carbon alternative to the building and construction 
scene in Taiwan.” He added that this material has to be tested 
for its fire-retardant properties every six years. 

Woodtek’s office is clad with an exterior wall, which, according 
to Chiao can be made of any material as long as it protects 
the inner structure from the elements and pests. The space 
in between allows warm air to circulate and ensures that the 
wood is kept moisture-free. The first floor sits on a concrete 
foundation, which protects it from soil moisture and termite 
attacks. Like all buildings, it has to undergo regular inspection 
and proper maintenance.

“It is a very special feeling to be working in such an environment. 
The smell of nature is different; no concrete or chemicals, as the 
four walls are made of wood,” said Chiao. “It enhances one’s 
mood and makes you feel more relaxed.”  

Source: Panels & Furniture Asia.

The new office of Woodtek in Taichung, rising head and 
shoulders over the city’s flats, sticks out not for its height, but 
for an architectural milestone as Taiwan’s first building made 
from cross-laminated timber (CLT). The five-storey building 
spots an inverted staircase design. Assembling the CLT panels 
into a block took only 20 days. Another 11 months was spent on 
landscaping. 

Product manager, Mr. Stan Chiao, has been curious about using 
wood to build skywards since 2009. He calls CLT the ‘concrete 
of the 21st century’. The following year, he began a research 
partnership on the feasibility of such a development with KLH, 
the Austrian CLT manufacturer, and the National Cheng Kung 
University Research Foundation in Taiwan.

As there is no existing legislation on CLT in the current building 
code in Taiwan, Chiao found himself tussling with building 
authorities on its antiquity. He had to apply for a special permit 
as an independent builder introducing the concept of CLT as 
a new material, technology and construction method. Results 
from successive experiments had to prove the building could 
pass load-bearing stress tests on walls, flooring and roofs, as 
well as withstand climate changes, fire and seismic activity.

In cross-laminated timber, thick slices of wood panels are 
arranged in cross-form over one another like a large Jenga 
stack, giving it its structural strength and stability. CLT has a 
light carbon footprint, storing carbon well while in use and can 
be repurposed for other uses upon demolishment. It is about 
one-fifth the weight of concrete and takes less time to assemble 
on-site since panels are build-to-measure in the design phase. 
This reduces wastage and the impact of pollution on the 
surrounding environment.

Taiwan’s first 
CLT building

Walls, ceilings and floors are all made of wood.

The inverted staircase design 
of Woodtek’s new office in 
Taichung.
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48th Session of Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change

The Panel also took note of reports on:

• progress made by the Task Group on the   
 Organization of the Future Work of the IPCC in Light  
 of the Global Stocktake;

• progress regarding the 2019 Refinement to the  
 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas  
 Inventories (2019 Refinement);

• the International Conference on Climate Change and  
 Cities;

• the Expert Meeting on Assessing Climate Information  
 for Regions;

• the Expert Meeting on Short-Lived Climate Forcers;  
 and

• the Task Force on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories.

During the closing plenary, the Republic of Korea welcomed 
the acceptance of the “historic” SR15 and recalled the words of 
Nelson Mandela: “Everything seems impossible until it’s done”.

IPCC Chair Mr. Hoesung Lee thanked all those who had 
contributed to the “keenly awaited” SR15 and its SPM, including 
the authors and Working Group Co-Chairs. Highlighting “an 
SPM we can be proud of,” he said governments could start to 
use the SPM immediately, including at the Talanoa Dialogue 
during UNFCCC COP 24, which will be held from 2-14 December 
2018 in Katowice, Slaskie, Poland. 

Source:  Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB)   
 Vol. 12 No. 734 | 9 October 2018

The 48th session of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC-48) convened from 1-6 October 2018 in Incheon, 
Republic of Korea, and brought together more than 500 
participants from over 130 countries. IPCC-48 adopted the 
Summary for Policymakers (SPM) of the Special Report on 
Global Warming of 1.5°C (SR15) and approved the Technical 
Summary and the underlying assessment report. 

The SPM consists of four sections:

• Understanding Global Warming of 1.5°C;

• Projected Climate Change, Potential Impacts, and  
 Associated Risks;

• Emission Pathways and System Transitions Consistent  
 with 1.5°C Global Warming; and

• Strengthening the Global Response in the Context of  
 Sustainable Development and Efforts to Eradicate  
 Poverty.

The report was produced in response to an invitation from the 
parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
that was extended in 2015, as part of the decision that adopted 
the Paris Agreement.

IPCC-48 also adopted decisions on:

• the IPCC Scholarship Programme, agreeing to  
 appoint four new members to the Board of Trustees  
 to make decisions on programme funding; and

• the Ad Hoc Task Group on Financial Stability,   
 agreeing to consider hiring an external expert to  
 address the financial stability of the IPCC.

\
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More than 500 participants attended IPCC-48. Photo credit: IISD. 
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During the closing plenary, many praised the fresh composition 
of the Secretariat, with comments on “restoring parties’ 
confidence,” “providing leadership in challenging times,” and 
“increased cohesion and sets of skills.” While criticism was not 
absent, especially on the Secretariat’s relative lack of experience, 
or on forfeiting valuable institutional knowledge and memory, 
the overall feeling was optimistic and the proceedings at COP13, 
compared to COP12, were productive and forward-looking.

As Ramsar is outside the UN system, the development of 
synergies is especially important. The momentum that the 
Sustainable Development Goals and the Paris Agreement 
provide has been observed by Ramsar aficionados, and efforts 
to link with these processes were evident during COP13. The 
degree to which these endeavours are successful will define to 
a great extent the visibility of the Ramsar Convention and its 
increased relevance.

In addition, finding innovative ways to attract additional funds, 
agreeing on an effective and efficient governance structure, 
promoting on the ground implementation, keeping up with 
knowledge generation, and balancing conservation and wise 
use of wetlands will all be crucial and determine its relative 
success. As the Convention approaches its 50th birthday, will it 
reach a new level of maturity, or fall into decline? The decisions, 
passion, and endurance of those engaged in the management 
and implementation of the Convention will ultimately decide 
whether the negative trends on wetlands can be reversed. 

Source:  Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB)     
 Vol. 17 No. 48 | 1 November 2018

The 13th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands (COP13) was held from 
22-29 October 2018, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, under 
the theme “Wetlands for a Sustainable Urban Future.” Over 
1,360 participants representing 143 of the 170 parties to 
the Convention, as well as the International Organization 
Partners (IOPs) of the Ramsar Convention, UN agencies, 
intergovernmental organisations and non-governmental 
organisations attended the meeting.

COP13 adopted 25 resolutions, including on: 

• peatlands: 

• blue carbon ecosystems; 

• sustainable urbanisation; 

• agriculture: 

• intertidal wetlands; 

• wetlands in West Asia; and 

• Arctic and sub-Arctic wetlands.   

Heading into COP13, some delegates expressed concern 
about the Convention and its Secretariat. The organisational 
problems at the previous COP, coupled with issues about 
previous management, made many wonder whether a major 
restructuring is necessary to refocus and rejuvenate. However, 
the radical reshuffling of the Secretariat, with new staff in top 
positions, including the Secretary General, left most delegates 
more hopeful about the future. 

13th Meeting of COP to Ramsar 
Convention on Wetlands
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COP 13 was participated by over 1,360 delegates. Photo credit: IISD.

Quarter 3 2018 Timber Malaysia



The Sapulut Forest Management Unit (FMU), managed by 
Sapulut Forest Development Sdn Bhd (Sapulut) became the 
third FMU in Sabah to be awarded the forest management 
certification under the Malaysian Timber Certification Scheme 
(MTCS).

The first two FMUs in Sabah to obtain forest certification 
under the MTCS are Bornion Timber Sdn Bhd’s Natural Forest 
(FMU 11) and KTS Plantation Sdn Bhd’s Segaliud Lokan FMU.

The MTCS Forest Management Certificate was presented 
to Mr. Norman Wong, Managing Director of Sapulut Forest 
Development on 20 July 2018 by En. Mohd. Azanuddin Salleh, 
Managing Director of SIRIM QAS International Sdn Bhd, a 
MTCS-notified certification body. 

Commenting on the award, Mr. Wong said: “We are very 
pleased to obtain the forest management certification under 
the MTCS. It has been our goal as a company to ensure that the 
forests within the 56,643ha Sapulut FMU are being managed 
responsibly.

“Certification under the MTCS is a demonstration of our 
commitment to sustainably manage our forest resources so 
that they continue to play their vital economic, social and 
environmental roles.” 

Third Sabah forest management 
unit certified

 
Mr. Wong showing a master plan of proposed new field operations in 
Sapulut Forest. Photo credit: sabahforestry.gov.my

\
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All long-term forest timber licences in Sarawak must obtain 
forest management certification by 2022, says the state’s Chief 
Minister, The Right Hon. Datuk Patinggi Abang Johari Tun 
Openg. He added that the state government has made this 
mandatory in line with its policy reform in forest management. 
Currently, obtaining the certification is voluntary.

Officiating the opening of the 18th Malaysian Forestry Conference 
in Kuching, Sarawak recently, he said: “With growing local and 
global concern on environmental issues, forest management 
certification has become the main requirement for buyers to 

Mandatory 
to protect 
Sarawak’s 
forest 

Datuk Patinggi Abang Johari at one of the exhivitions booths set up in conjuction 
with the conference.
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ensure that timber and timber products come from sustainably 
managed forests.”

In this regard, the Chief Minister commended the Anap Muput 
forest management unit (FMU) for maintaining its certification 
as well as the Ravenscourt FMU, Kapit FMU and Linau FMU 
for being certified recently under the Malaysian Timber 
Certification Scheme (MTCS). He added that several forest 
plantation management units had also received the forest 
management (plantation) certification under the MTCS. 
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Lembah Kinta, located in the state of Perak, has been 
declared a United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) National Geopark geology site. The 
declaration ceremony, graced by HRH Sultan of Perak, Sultan 
Nazrin Muizzuddin Shah, was held on 25 October 2018.

This makes Lembah Kinta, with a size of 1,952km2, Malaysia’s 
second national geopark after Langkawi’s UNESCO Global 
Geopark, which is located in the northern state of Kedah.

Lembah Kinta spans across the Kinta and Kampar districts as 
well as the municipalities of Ipoh, Batu Gajah and Kampar in the 
state of Perak. Being rich in history and culture, its development 
must incorporate environmental conservation in order for it to 
be acknowledged as a national geopark.

There is a total of 18 geo-sites located in the area, which include 
Gunung Lang, Tambun Cave, Naga Mas Cave, Tempurung Cave, 
Gunung Korbu, Jeram River, Hutan Lipur Ulu Kinta and Sungai 
Salu Waterfall.

Lembah Kinta is widely known for its flora and fauna, unique 
limestone hills with a rich history in mining, as well as diverse 
and scenic natural landscapes, making it a suitable site to 
introduce geo-tourism packages to attract both, domestic and 
foreign visitors.

To further preserve and conserve these heritage treasures, the 
Lembah Kinta Geopark has been placed under the management 
of the Perak State Park Corporation.

The idea of developing Lembah Kinta into a national geopark 
was first mooted in August 2014 and received the consent 
from the state government. The launch of the Lembah Kinta 
Geopark proposed development plan was held in November 
2014. In July 2017, Lembah Kinta was evaluated by the National 
Geopark Evaluation Commission and was approved to be 
turned into a national geopark. 

Lembah Kinta National 
Geopark, Perak

Sultan Nazrin (fifth from left) being briefed on Lembah Kinta during the 
declaration ceremony. Photo credit:perak.gov.my

Lembah Kinta is widely known for its flora and fauna, unique limestone hills with a rich history in mining, as well as diverse and scenic natural 
landscapes. Photo credit: kintageopark.com
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Tempurung cave. Photo credit: astroawani.com
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