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Dear Readers,

As spelt out during her first press conference as the Minister of 
Primary Industries in July 2018, ensuring the continued development 
of the commodities industry across all value chains – from upstream 
to downstream industries – remains a top priority for The Hon. Puan 
Teresa Kok. A reflection of this was her initiation of a “Special Session 
on Investment Opportunities in Sabah” aimed at bringing together 
timber-based manufacturers and potential investors to discuss about 
investment opportunities in Sabah in line with the state government’s 
plan to move further down the value-added chain. The Hon. Minister 
also reached out to the state government of Sarawak to strengthen ties 
in areas of mutual interests. Both efforts were aimed at elevating the 
status of the timber industry, from primary processing to focusing on 
high value-added production, with participation of industry members 
from Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak. See pages 4 and 5 for 
our respective reports on these two events.

MTC congratulates the Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ 
Association on its signing of a strategic Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the Linyi Panel Products Chamber of Commerce. The MoU 
paves the way for research and development of oil palm trunk (OPT) 
plywood in Linyi as well as provides opportunities to enhance business 
cooperation and partnerships between the two organisations. The 
Hon. Puan Teresa Kok, who witnessed the signing of the MoU, lauded it 
as a significant initiative to develop plywood from OPT. Our coverage 
on the event is on page 6.    

MTC is collaborating  with Panels and Furniture Group to organise the 
inaugural Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE) 2019 to be held from 19-21 
November 2019 at the Putra World Trade Centre in Kuala Lumpur. A 
large number of world-class timber-based manufacturers as well as 
tooling and woodworking machinery suppliers and experts as well as 
trade visitors from various parts of the world are expected to converge 
in the Malaysian capital for MWE 2019. Registration of exhibitors and 
visitors is now open. For enquiries and more details on MWE 2019, 
please turn to page 10. 

In A CASE FOR TIMBER, we feature the Emerald Bay site office, which 
is situated a short distance away from Puteri Harbour in Iskandar 
Malaysia, Johor. Reused building materials such as timber and plywood 
have been cleverly incorporated into this building, which is a temporary 
structure in nature. To find out the creative ideas of the architect in the 
design of the property and his choice of using salvaged construction 
timber materials in various parts of the building, please turn to pages 
24-28.

Happy reading!

The Editor.
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MTC organised a meeting to bring together timber-based 
manufacturers and potential investors to discuss about investment 
opportunities in Sabah in line with the state government’s move to 
ban the export of logs. The meeting was the brainchild of The Hon. 
Puan Teresa Kok, Minister of Primary Industries.

The meeting entitled “Special Session on Investment Opportunities 
in Sabah” was held on 26 November 2018 in Kuala Lumpur. 

Present at the meeting were the Chief Minister of Sabah, The Right 
Hon. Datuk Seri Panglima Haji Mohd. Shafie bin Haji Apdal, Deputy 
Chief Minister of Sabah, The Hon. Datuk Seri Panglima Wilfred 
Madius Tangau, Minister of Primary Industries, The Hon. Puan 
Teresa Kok, Deputy Secretary-General (Commodities) of Ministry 
of Primary Industries, Mr Ravi Muthayah, MTC Chairman, Dato’ Low 
Kian Chuan, MTIB Chairman, The Hon. Tuan Wong Tack  and 
MTC CEO, Mr. Richard Yu.

Shifting the course of Sabah’s 
timber-based industry
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Also present were about 100 timber-based manufacturers and 
potential investors from both Sabah and Peninsular Malaysia.

The Chief Minister and Minister stressed the importance of shifting 
Sabah’s upstream-centric timber industry to a high value-added 
downstream one for the betterment of Sabah and its people 
including through providing job opportunities.

Officers from the Malaysian Investment Development Authority 
highlighted the attractive incentives that the government already 
has in place for the timber-based manufacturers, which revolve 
around tax incentives, among others. 

The closed-door meeting was followed by a press conference 
where the media was briefed on what transpired at the special 
session.   

The timber-based manufacturers and potential investors at the 
close-door meeting.

Puan Teresa Kok presenting MTC’s award-winning coffee table 
book “Rethink- A New Paradigm for Malaysian Timber” to  
Datuk Seri Panglima Mohd. Shafie Apdal.
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From left: Tuan Wong Tack, Datuk Seri Panglima Wilfred Madius Tangau, Datuk Seri Panglima Mohd. Shafie Apdal, Puan Teresa Kok, 
Mr. Ravi Muthayah and Dato’ Low Kian Chuan at the press conference.

Datuk Patinggi (Dr) Abang Abdul Rahman Zohari with Puan Teresa Kok.

Minister of Primary Industries, The Hon. Puan Teresa Kok, 
met with the Chief Minister of Sarawak, The Right Hon. Datuk 
Patinggi (Dr) Abang Haji Abdul Rahman Zohari bin Tun Datuk 
Abang Haji Openg, in Kuching, Sarawak on 5 December 2018. 

Puan Teresa Kok was accompanied by her ministry’s 
Secretary-General, Datuk Zurinah Pawanteh, and other senior 
officials as well as heads of agencies and councils under the 
ministry in the meeting with their Sarawak counterparts, who 
included Deputy Chief Minister, The Hon. Datuk Amar Douglas 
Uggah Embas, and representatives from relevant timber 
agencies and organisations.

Discussions were centred on strengthening federal-state 
relations in areas of mutual interest such as the Forest Law 

Strengthening Putrajaya-Sarawak 
relations on timber

Puan Teresa Kok speaking to the media. With her are Datuk Amar 
Douglas Uggah (right) and Datuk Zurinah. Briefing by STIDC General Manager, Tuan Haji Hashim Bojet, to the 

Minister and her entourage during their visit to the STIDC Timber Museum.

Enforcement, Governance and Trade, forest plantation 
development, forest sustainability and timber legality, import 
and export permits, and labour.

State-owned Sarawak Timber Industry Development 
Corporation (STIDC) also presented to the federal delegation 
the Sarawak Timber Industry Transformation Programme 
(2017-2030). The programme is a structured initiative for the 
state to elevate its timber industry, from primarily low-value 
added processing to focusing on secondary and tertiary level 
processing. 

The objective of the programme is to achieve a 40-60 ratio for 
primary product and secondary/tertiary product processing. 
The programme enlists automation, furniture design, capacity 
building, investment in students and import of raw materials as 
some of the focus areas for development.   



Incentive for machinery purchase
MTC’s Financial Incentive for Purchase of Machinery 
(FIPM) programme, which was launched in early 2018, was 
well-received by timber-based manufacturers. MTC received 
53 applications and as at 30 November 2018, nine companies 
received their reimbursements after a stringent round of audits. 

Among the companies which received their reimbursements were 
Wild Industries Sdn Bhd, Step Furniture Manufacturer Sdn Bhd, 
Maicador Sdn Bhd and Jin Sheng Furniture Industry Sdn Bhd.

Automation and Industry 4.0
MTC Timber Industry Talk on 29 November 2018 was on 
Industry 4.0. A specialist on Automation and Process Control, Mr. 
Chua Kee Moh, delivered his presentation entitled “Industry 4.0 and 
Energy Efficiency: Get the Low Hanging Fruits First”.

The talk, which was attended by about 30 participants at MTC’s 
headquarters in Kuala Lumpur, touched on a number of issues 
pertaining to Industry 4.0 such as robotics, additive manufacturing, 
augmented reality, simulation, integration and big data and 
analytics, among others.

Mr. Chua told participants that while it was important to automate, 
many manufacturers overlook the need to have systems in place 
that will allow them to upgrade their machineries’ software systems. 
He also highlighted the fact that factory operators must think about 
“predictive maintenance” instead of “preventive maintenance”.

He also elaborated on energy optimisation and highlighted 
some of the common mistakes made by factory operators in 
the timber industry.  
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Wild Industries produces mainly living room and dining room 
sets as well as occasional furniture. Almost 90% of its products 
are exported to Korea, Japan, USA, Taiwan and Singapore. Step 
Furniture specialises in producing bedroom furniture where 
90% of its products are exported to the US, Australia, Russia, 
China and Japan. Maicador are mainly producers of veneered 
and engineered doors. All its products are exported to Australia 
and the US while Jin Sheng Furniture, which makes dining room 
sets, exports 95% of its products to China, Hong Kong, Turkey, 
the US, Russia, Australia, New Zealand and Singapore.  

MTC CEO, Mr. Richard Yu (right), presenting a token of appreciation to Mr. Chua.

From Left: Mr. Wang Xiyin, Puan Teresa Kok, Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
Chairman, Tuan Wong Tuck, and Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman after the Mou signing.

The Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association 
(MPMA) and Linyi Panel Products Chamber of Commerce 
signed a strategic MoU for the development of oil palm trunk 
(OPT) plywood. Under the terms of the MoU, MPMA will supply 
150,000m3 of oil palm veneer to Linyi over the next three years 
for research and development of OPT plywood. The MoU also 
provides opportunities for more business cooperation and 
partnerships between the two organisations.

Minister of Primary Industries, The Hon. Puan Teresa Kok, 
officiated and witnessed the signing of the MoU held in Kuala 
Lumpur on 14 November 2018. MPMA Chairman, Datuk Wira 
Sheikh Othman Rahman, and his Linyi counterpart, Mr. Wang 
Xiyin, signed the MoU on behalf of their respective organisations. 

Speaking at the event, Puan Teresa complimented MPMA for 
having taken the initiative to collaborate with the relevant panel 
products industry members from Linyi in various aspects. This 
included the signing of a Cooperation Agreement between the 
two organisations to collaborate in sharing of technical and 
business information for promoting the development of the 
panel industry in both countries. This was in conjunction with 
the Technology Acquisition Mission to China led by MTC in 2016.   

Puan Teresa added: “In Malaysia, there is ample supply of OPT 
for the timber industry. This is potentially a new alternative 
material for plywood production, which is developed through 
the cooperation between agencies under my ministry, namely 
the Malaysian Timber Industry Board and Malaysian Palm Oil 
Board as well as with other agencies such as the Forest Research 
Institute Malaysia and Universiti Putra Malaysia. 

“I would like to see more research and development on 
downstream OPT products to be carried out by the research 
organisations so that more downstream OPT products could 
be produced. There will be a centre to be introduced and more 
research funds to be allocated for the purpose of research. 
Malaysia will become the centre for the production of timber 
products of OPT. We cordially invite the Linyi’s wood panel 
industry to test and conduct more research on OPT plywood.”  

Collaboration on development 
of OPT plywood

One for the album: Participants with the Minister at the event.

A business matching session between members of the two organisations before 
the MoU signing.

Talk on DoE, DoA regulations
MTC’s technical seminar on Clean Air Regulations 
2014 (CAR 2014) in Muar, Johor on 22 November 2018 had 
46 participants from 20 companies. Two speakers from 
the Department of Environment (DoE) and Department 
of Agriculture (DoA) briefed the participants on the 
government’s regulations.

Head of DoE (Muar Branch) Ir. Mohd Nazir Mansor gave a 
presentation entitled “Control of Emission from Industries 
and the Environmental Quality (Clean Air) Regulations 2014 
and Compliance Requirements”.

The Principal Assistant Director from the Plant Biosecurity 
Division of DoA, Encik Mohd Ridzuan Ismail, spoke on the 
procedures and requirements for the import of timber and 
timber products.

MTC had organised similar talks over the past months to help 
keep industry members abreast of the latest regulations they 
needed to abide to.  Encik Mohd Ridzuan presenting his topic.



Six participants including senior editors and representatives from 
foreign media houses and timber organisations, who participated 
in the 2018 MTC Familiarisation Programme for Foreign Journalists, 
gave the “thumbs-up” to the Sustainable Forest Management 
(SFM) practices being carried out in the Malaysian forest as well as 
the adoption of Chain-of-Custody (CoC) certification by Malaysian 
timber products manufacturers.

The programme, organised from 15-19 October 2018, included 
visits to the Sungai Tekala Recreational Forest in Selangor, a forest 
compartment in Hutan Simpan Bukit Kinta in Perak certified by the 
Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC)/
Malaysian Timber Certification Scheme (MTCS), and manufacturers 
of wooden flooring, picture frames, gift items and accessories, 
doors and furniture.

Foreign journalists give Malaysian 
forest the “thumbs-up” 

The following are some of the comments from the journalists:

“The passion of the Malaysian foresters in showing us the SFM 
practices put in place is impressive. I’m equally impressed 
with the progress in the wood-based manufacturing industry. 
Developments in both sectors have come a long way since my 
last visit here 15 years ago.” – Mr. Jim Bowden, Managing Editor of 
Timber & Forestry Enews, Australia.

“When I was last here 10 years ago, the subject of certification was 
still in its early days for the Malaysian forest and timber industry. 
Congratulations to Malaysia for having successfully launched its 
own MTCS, which is endorsed by the PEFC.” – Ms. Marleen M.H. 
van Herwijnen, Chief Editor of Houtwereld, The Netherlands.

Visit to BKB Hevea Products Sdn. Bhd.

Participants at the Sungai Tekala Recreational Forest.

The journalists (standing from left), Ms. Liu Qian Wei, Ms. Su Jin Lin, 
Mr. Jim Bowden, Ms. Candace Sofianos King, Ms. Marleen M.H. van 
Herwijnen and Mr. Joseph L. O’Donnell with Mr. Richard Yu (seated 
centre) abd senior officers from the Malaysian Timber Industry 
Board, Malaysian Timber Certification Council and MTC.
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“I’ve been involved in the wood industry for five years now, and 
this is the first time I’m seeing for myself the sustainable practices 
in a tropical forest. The capabilities of the product manufacturing 
industry here is also amazing. These will be good feedback for our 
policy makers and the industry.” - Mr. Joseph L. O’Donnell, Director, 
Government & Public Affairs of International Wood Products 
Association, the United States of America.

“The protection of the forest is important to South Africa just 
as it is to Malaysia. Parallels can be drawn between the two 
industries in terms of the benefits of conserving our forests for 
the sustainability and long-term development of each country’s 
downstream processing industry. Malaysia is a shining example 
and South Africa can take a leaf out of its book.” -  Ms. Candace 
Sofianos King, Senior Writer of Timber IQ magazine, South Africa.

“I’m honoured to have participated in this programme. It has given 
me the opportunity to learn how Malaysia treasures its forest. 
I’m also really impressed with the high-technology applied in the 
factories we visited.” - Ms. Liu Qian Wei, Journalist of China Green 
Times, China.

“I enjoyed and have benefitted from the entire programme 
including the bumpy ride into the forest to learn about the 
sustainable management of forest and timber harvesting. The 
factories visited are good representations of the wood-based 
product industry in Malaysia.” - Ms. Su Jin Lin, Secretary-General 
of International Wood Culture Society, China.

MTC CEO, Mr. Richard Yu, in welcoming the journalists at the 
MTC Headquarters in Kuala Lumpur on 15 October, said that the 
programme was  MTC’s continuous efforts  to engage with and 
keep the foreign media fraternity abreast with the regulations, 
programmes and activities implemented and enforced by various 
Malaysian government agencies in ensuring sustainable forestry 
practices and legality in the trade of timber.

“With the demand for legally and sustainably-harvested timber 
growing and with increased global awareness in this area, it is 
timely for our country to shine and showcase our timber in terms 
of legality, quality and environmental credentials.

“With this objective in mind and with the expert guidance of our 
Ministry of Primary Industries and Forestry Department, I trust that 
this familiarisation programme will serve as an insightful experience 
for all – both on the current status of our forests, and our vision for 
the future. I am certain that this will ultimately be an eye-opener for 
the masses of readers that you serve as well,” said Mr. Yu.

The journalists also attended a networking dinner with the Minister 
of Primary Industries, The Hon. Puan Teresa Kok, and captains of the 
Malaysian timber industry as well as the inaugural MTC Malaysian 
Timber Conference. Both events were held in Kuala Lumpur on 17 
and 18 October, respectively.   

Briefing at Classic Scenic Berhad.

Closer look at doors produced by Weng Meng Industries Sdn Bhd.

 At Hutan Simpan Bukit Kinta.

Visit to Hup Chong Furniture Sdn. Bhd.



MTC to organise inaugural
Malaysian Wood Expo 2019

The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) will be organising 
the Malaysian Wood Expo 2019 or MWE 2019 for the first time 
with Panels and Furniture Group. Scheduled to be held from 
19-21 November 2019 at the Putra World Trade Centre in Kuala 
Lumpur, MWE 2019 will not only display timber-based products 
but also feature exhibitors who produce some of the world’s 
best woodworking machineries.

MWE 2019 is expected to attract a large number of 
world-class timber-based manufacturers as well as tooling 
and woodworking machinery experts. Like all trade fairs, MWE 
2019 will serve as a platform to bring together international 
timber-based and woodworking machineries suppliers and 
buyers for trade and networking opportunities as well as tap 
into some of the fastest-growing economies in Southeast Asia.

As exhibitors market their innovations while some forge new 
business ventures, trade fair visitors will be able to see what’s 
new and savour the best the industry has to offer.  
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SAVE THE DATES

The Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB), on behalf of the 
Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI), organised a pre-retreat to 
study and evaluate the programmes conducted by MTIB, MTC, 
the Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC) as well as other 
relevant agencies in an effort to prevent overlapping of activities 
while maintaining a strong focus on high-value added programmes 
in the interest of the timber industry and its stakeholders.

About 60 representatives from MTIB, MTC, MTCC, other relevant 
agencies and timber-based associations attended the pre-retreat 
which was held at the MTIB headquarters in Kuala Lumpur on 13 
December 2018.

Pre-retreat to streamline roles
The participants were divided into three groups based on the three 
core issues that were addressed – Ensuring Sustainable Supply of 
Raw Materials; Improving Productivity; and Improving Marketability 
of Malaysian Timber & Timber Products. 

MTC CEO, Mr. Richard Yu, moderated the discussion on Improving 
Marketability of Malaysian Timber & Timber Products.

Each group had to present their findings, which will be used for 
further discussion and deliberation at a retreat to be organised by 
MPI that has been scheduled to be held from 4-6 January 2019.  

Mr. Yu moderating the discussion on Improving Marketability of Malaysian Timber & Timber Products.

For enquiry, contact us at:
info@malaysianwoodexpo.com.my



Visitors to the MTC booth.

Fenestration BAU China 2018
Fenestration BAU China 2018 was held at the China 
International Exhibition Centre Beijing from 31 October 
to 3 November 2018. This trade exhibition is one of the 
top avenues for building systems solutions, high-end 
technologies and materials in the Asia Pacific region.

This edition, there were 656 domestic and international 
exhibitors displaying products ranging from building materials, 
construction IT, facades, windows, building automation and 
technologies as well as doors. There were about 100,000 
visitors.

MTC participated in the fair with an 18m2 promotional booth. 
This was the third time MTC was part of Fenestration BAU 
China.  

MTC participated in the Taipei Building Show 2018, which was 
held from 13-16 December 2018 in Taiwan. With the global economy 
recovering at a steady pace, the potential business opportunities in 
Taiwan must be taken into consideration.

MTC had a 9m2 promotional booth at the fair, which had a total of 
552 exhibitors and attracted 61,083 visitors. Among the products 
exhibited were building and decorative materials including green 
building materials, ceramic tiles, bath and kitchen facilities as well 
as furniture, doors and windows hardware.  

Taipei Building 
Show 2018

Minister of Primary Industries, The Hon. Puan Teresa Kok (left) at MPI’s booth.

MTC staff attending to a visitor.

MPI sets up pavilion at MAHA 2018
The Malaysia Agriculture, Horticulture and Agrotourism 
Show 2018 (MAHA 2018) was held from 22 November to 
2 December 2018 at MAEPS in Serdang, Selangor. The theme for 
this year was “Sustainable Commodity for Better Future”. The 
exhibits were basically divided into three categories – product, 
technology and corporate information. The entire exhibition 
centred on the aspect of agrotechnology where exhibitors 
showcased the latest advancements in the agricultural sector.

The Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI) had set up a 54m2 booth 
in which all agencies and councils under the ministry, including 
MTC, exhibited their products or services to raise awareness of 
their operations to the general public.

The exhibits at the MPI Pavilion were divided based on 
products, namely, timber, palm oil, rubber, cocoa, pepper and 
kenaf.  Representatives from each council/agency took turns to 
man the booth and conduct activities that were relevant to their 
organisations.  
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New MTC incentive for Malaysian 
exhibitors at MIFF, EFE 2019
Over the years, MTC has been maintaining a steady 
presence at both the Malaysian International Furniture Fair 
(MIFF) and Export Furniture Exhibition (EFE). MIFF 2019 will be 
held at MITEC and PWTC from 8-11 March 2019 while EFE 2019 will 
be held at KLCC from 9-12 March 2019. These fairs are deemed 
as among the largest furniture fairs in Southeast Asia.

For 2019, MTC will be offering a new financial incentive to help 
off-set the cost of booth construction at these fairs.

Effective 1 January 2019, MTC will be implementing the MTC 
Graduation Policy, which will apply to all MTC-sponsored 
programmes and activities. The policy has a limit of five years 
or eight times participation in MTC’s events, whichever comes 
earlier.

For more details, please call 03-9281 1999.  

Export to Asia Pavilion at EFE 2018.

One of the exhibition halls at MIFF 2018.



Export with heart, knowledge 
and labour

Shingitai Corporation Sdn. Bhd. was founded in 2001 from 
humble beginnings. Its Managing Director, Mr. George Tan, with 
over 45 years of experience in the timber industry, including 
being a previous President of The Timber Exporters’ Association 
of Malaysia (TEAM), began operations by incorporating this 
Japanese philosophy into his business operations.  Aptly so, as 
Shingitai’s initial core business is into supplying timber truck 
flooring, skids, pallets, packing materials, railway sleepers, and 
gardening materials and accessories for the quality-conscious 
Japanese market. 

Shingitai is a Japanese term that represents ‘heart’, ‘knowledge’ and 
‘body’. Its philosophy is derived from the Japanese culture as an 
important way of life.
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“We soon expanded into providing requirements for Malaysian 
timber species such as Keruing, Kapur, Balau, Kempas, Tualang, 
Meranti as well as Mixed Medium Hardwood to additional 
markets worldwide such as India, Mauritius, Maldives and the 
Middle East. The timber species from the Malaysian forest 
are well-known internationally. Production of our sawntimber, 
graded under the Malaysian Grading Rules, can be exported in 
rough or raw form, or shipped as value-added products,” says 
Mr. George Tan, who is also an Adviser to the Malaysian Timber 
Industry Forum Association, the Malaysian Timber Association 
as well as TEAM. 
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In 2015, under the supervision of its General Manager, Mr. Elby 
Tan, to ensure a sustainable future and streamline the company’s 
standard operating procedures, Shingitai pursued and attained 
recognition as a PEFC-certified company under the Malaysian 
Timber Certification Scheme chain-of-custody system. The 
company has since grown from strength to strength, including 
expanding into their own private warehousing operations that 
span an extensive area of over 80,000 square feet to cater to 
their customers’ needs. 

“What we are focusing on is quality and value for our 
business clients whom we regard as our important partners, 

by providing secured storage and delivering quality products 
on a timely basis as our warehousing system software keeps 
track of the inventory for each client in real time. This translates 
into higher operational efficiency, which is our continual goal. 
This operational efficiency is our strength that is essential in 
adapting to ever-changing market conditions,” says Mr. Elby 
Tan.

By deploying current technologies and giving attention to 
details, the Kuala Lumpur-based company’s management 
has created a dynamic synergy that is both efficient and 
professional to achieve its version of ‘Shingitai’.  

Mr. George Tan (top) 

and Mr. Elby Tan.



Since its establishment in 1973, the Costraco Group has been 
building its reputation based on quality and reliability. The group 
consists of Costraco Sdn. Bhd., Indah Wood Products Sdn. Bhd. 
and Euro-CGA Sdn. Bhd. The brand ‘COSTRACO’ is not only 
associated to quality and reliability, it has also very often been 
used by buyers for their sales marketing and promotion. The 
group’s timber yard of 40,000m2 with storage capacity of 
15,000m3 of timber and timber products is located in Klang, 
Selangor, and is equipped with kiln-drying facilities.

Led by a team of qualified, experienced and fully committed 
personnel, the group is well-equipped to face all challenges 
and adapt rapidly to ever-changing market environment as 
well as providing quality products and services to its clientele. 

Hallmark in high quality 
timber products
Costraco Group has grown to become one of the very 
established and leading timber products exporters in Malaysia

Says Managing Director, Mr. Henry Ng (pic): “We assure that 
all our products can meet our customers’ expectations. We 
are committed to improving our product range. Coupled with 
our strong and experienced workforce, we also assure that the 
company will continue to provide the high quality products and 
services which our customers have come to know and expect.”

The group delivers a wide range of timber and timber products, 
ranging from rough sawntimber to the high-end Komo-certified 
finger-jointed timber beams. Other products include timber 
flooring, laminated products, mouldings, glass bead and skirting. 
All products are carefully selected and graded before shipment 
by a team of qualified and experienced timber graders. The 
majority of the products are PEFC- or FSC-certified.
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Mr. Ng elaborates: “We are also capable of producing high 
quality timber mouldings in most types of profiles such as 
panelling, skirtings, architraves, balcony boards and door jambs 
in accordance to buyers’ specifications and requirements. The 
species used for our mouldings are Dark Red Meranti, Keruing, 
Red Balau, Kapur and Bintangor. We also offer a wide range 
of 3- or 4-ply glue-laminated scantlings specifically for the 
European market. Made of Dark Red Meranti, the scantlings are 
produced in 2 faces cleared and better, and/or 3 faces cleared.

Costraco is also committed towards forest sustainability to 
maintain the balance of nature and its biodiversity. In this 
aspect, the group is a holder of the Forest Stewardship Council 
and the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification 
chain-of-custody certification.  
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Establishing a reputable brand

E stablishing a reputable brand is never an easy task. Since 
its establishment in 2007, Kuala Lumpur-based Eco Lumber Sdn. 
Bhd. has kept true to its belief that maintaining a high standard 
for their sawntimber is the only way to gain its customers’ trust, 
confidence and acceptance worldwide. From the first shipment 
to its traditional markets in Europe, the company’s “ECO” brand 
of quality sawntimber is now also well-accepted in the Middle 
East, South Africa and Mauritius.     

General Manager, Mr. Low Ching Cheong (pic), explains: “By 
providing better quality sawntimber, our clients will have higher 
recovery rates, hence, less wastage. We believe in supplying 
quality sawntimber rather than shipping in quantity. Our ECO 
brand is now highly sought-after especially in Middle Eastern 
countries like Iraq, Bahrain and Kuwait. The fact that certain 
other exporters have resorted to imitating our ECO brand by 
using colour codings and brand names similar to ours speaks 
volumes of our ECO brand’s international market acceptance.  
We are also penetrating markets in Qatar, Oman and several 
other countries in the region with our ECO brand.”

Eco Lumber exports air-dried and kiln-dried sawntimber 
of various sizes and species such as Red Meranti, Kapur, 
Keruing, Balau/Selangan Batu and Mengkulang. The company 
expanded its markets from Europe and South Africa to the 
Middle East and Mauritius. The exports to Europe consist of 

Eco Lumber Sdn. Bhd. believes in supplying quality sawntimber through its 
“ECO” brand to gain international market acceptance 
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chain-of-custody certified sawntimber under the Programme 
for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) and the 
Malaysian Timber Certification Scheme (MTCS). This adds to 
the company’s sustainability credentials, says Mr. Low, who 
represents the Malaysian Timber Industry Forum Association 
which comprises the six national timber-based associations 
in Peninsular Malaysia on the Malaysian Timber Certification 
Council’s Board of Trustees.

Eco Lumber also prides itself on its “waste not, want not” 
policy. Mr. Low, who has been involved in the timber industry for 
more than five decades, elaborates: “Malaysia is blessed with a 
rich tropical rainforest with many tree species of commercial 
importance. It is essential for the people in the timber industry 
to use this forest resource wisely so that it fetches the value it 
deserves. Popular Malaysian timbers like Balau, Merbau, Kapur, 
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Red Meranti and Keruing are well-known and accepted in 
markets throughout the world.” 

“My concern is on the species which are grouped under Lesser 
known Species. Many of these species such as Mempisang, 
Kembang Semangkok, Bintangor, Geronggang, Kasai and 
Merpauh, which are quality timbers with good physical and 
mechanical properties including appealing grains and high 
durability, are sometimes lumped with lower quality timbers 
and sold as Mixed Hardwood. In this regard, The Timber 
Exporters’ Association of Malaysia (TEAM) has formed a 
Working Committee and is collaborating with MTC to strategise 
on promoting and marketing such timbers so that they are able 
to fetch their true values,” says Mr. Low, who sits in this Working 
Committee as well as the Executive Committee of TEAM.  



For R.S Timber Sdn. Bhd., which was established in 2002 as 
a timber trading company, the exporting of quality Malaysian 
sawntimber to various markets is its core business. Its Chief 
Executive Officer, Mr. Nagaradran (pic), has been in the timber 
trade industry for over 40 years. With his expertise and the 
support of his experienced staff, R.S Timber made its foray into 
the Sri Lankan market and gradually expanded its sawntimber 
export business to more countries such as India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, China and the Maldives. 

Mr. Nagaradran details: “We have the expertise in the export 
of sawntimber of different hardwood species, namely, Balau, 

Achieving absolute 
customer satisfaction
The goal of R.S Timber Sdn. Bhd. is to work hand-in-hand with its customers 
and meet all their needs and requirements for quality sawntimber   

Bitis, Durian, Kapur, Kekatong, Kelat, Kempas, Keruing, 
Merbau, Pauh Kijang, Red Meranti, Resak, Selunsor, Selimbar, 
Simpoh and Tualang. These sawntimber species are well-
known internationally and are vastly found in the Malaysian 
forest. 

“Our company exports sawntimber of various sizes ranging 
from 1” x 2” x 6ft to 20ft up to 6” x 8” x 12ft to 20ft up.  The 
sawntimber is graded according to the Malaysian Grading 
Rules (MGR), which are administered by the Malaysian Timber 
Industry Board. The MGR is well-accepted by the international 
market and is used by several countries as a reference 

document for sawntimber grading. This is one of the avenues 
in assuring our customers of the quality of our sawntimber.

“We also place utmost importance in our business clients’ 
requirements. We foster close friendship through our trading 
by striving to meet the demands in a fast-growing and highly 
competitive market.  With more than four decades of experience 
in the timber industry, our ability, skills and knowledge have 
helped us to adapt to the ever-changing market conditions.”

On future plans, Mr. Nagaradran says that the company is 
exploring the possibility of exporting to other markets such as 
Russia as well as countries in the Middle East and the Americas. 
“This is based on the very encouraging feedback and enquiries 
on our products from the many international trade fairs and 
marketing missions that we have participated in,” he says, 
adding that the company participates, on average, in five fairs 
and/or business missions overseas a year, most of which were 
organised by MTC.  
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Pan Resources Sdn. Bhd. was established in 1987 in 
Kuantan, Pahang, where it has its own forest concessions 
and operates three sawmills and kiln-drying facilities. The 
company started out as a timber exporter and supplier to 
foreign markets such as Thailand, Japan, Korea, Taiwan and 
the Middle East including the UAE. To further expand its 
business, the company opened a branch in Kuala Lumpur 
in 1991 to specifically market its sawntimber to Europe, 
South Africa and Australia. The sawntimber exported by the 
company is largely of Dark Red Meranti species, Merbau and 
Mengkulang, and mainly in Select & Better Grade to Europe 
and Standard & Better Grade to South Africa. Apart from 
sawntimber, the company has also been producing laminated 
finger-jointed scantlings and other moulding products in 
Meranti and Mengkulang from its factory, Pan Euro Products 
(M) Sdn. Bhd., in Gambang, Pahang since 2012.

Manager, Ms. Christy Wong, elaborates: “The expansion to 
Kuala Lumpur was necessitated by the fact that there was 
insufficient kiln-drying facilities in Kuantan to meet our 

Full compliance to
sustainability
Pan Resources Sdn. Bhd. supplies only certified 
materials to all its customers and prohibits unknown or 
controversial sources from entering its supply chain

requirements. Furthermore, the port facilities at Port Klang 
in Selangor are more advanced and the shipping companies 
operating there use containers which protect the timber 

from being subjected to weather elements during shipment. 
Through prudent and sound management, plus good team 
efforts, we have been able to achieve and maintain our yearly 
sales volume at 20,000-30,000 tonnes of sawntimber.”

Also contributing to the company’s success is the stance 
taken by its management to supply only certified materials. 
Says Ms. Wong: “Our companies are Chain of Custody 
(CoC) certificate holders under the Programme for the 
Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) and Malaysian 
Timber Certification Scheme (MTCS). We are committed 
and comply with all regulations and requirements of CoC 
certification as specified by the MTCS/PEFC. 

“All our products are produced from legally harvested 
timbers and are PEFC-certified. Our purchasing department 
only secures certified timbers from PEFC-certified and valid 
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CoC certificate holders. Timbers from controversial sources 
are totally disregarded by our purchasing personnel. As an 
integral part of the CoC process, all our products are labelled 
with the PEFC logo number of PEFC/34-31-001 together 
with our PEFC registration number of SGS-MTCS/COC-0002 
for identification purpose.”

As a PEFC-certified company, Pan Resources fully complies 
to the European Union Timber Regulation which prohibits 
the entry of illegally-harvested timbers into the European 
market. In terms of risk mitigation, the company implements 
a Due Diligence System for all its materials in accordance to 
PEFC ST 2002:2013 standard. 

Ms. Wong, appointed as the management’s representative, 
ensures that the PEFC CoC method of physical separation 
of timber is implemented and well-maintained. She is also 
taking charge of sales and marketing as well as purchases.  



Ripe for reinvention

A CASE FOR TIMBER24 A CASE FOR TIMBER 25

A site office is often perceived as cheap and insignificant. 
However, the Emerald Bay site office has been relooked with 
a progressive design while maintaining a low budget. 
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Roof overhangs, sun screens and fenestrations keep the daylight 
and heat levels down. The vertical stand of plywood formwork 
screens forms a pleasing rhythm along with the surrounding 
“Serai” plants, which also act as a natural barrier to mosquitoes. 
The entire structure expresses the identity of the tropics.

Balau made up the floor bearers, joists, columns and trusses 
while plywood was used for the wall panelling and floorboards. 
Salvaged construction timber and plywood formwork were 
used as sun shading screens.

The use of large graphics directs one towards the entry of this 
building. Crushed rocks, brick and aggregates salvaged from 
construction sites, operable timber screens, axial roof trellis, 
silkscreen printing on plywood floors and pipe umbrella stand 
all contribute to the character of the entrance.

The salvaged scrap wood from construction sites, which come 
in varied sizes, are adapted and adjusted to new function. They 
are nailed onto the operable screens in a decorative pattern, 
which help to minimise the heat.

The reception space in the interior is kept in its skeletal form 
with exposed plywood sheets to accentuate the intended look. 
A series of skylights allow natural diffused light within the deep 
internalised footprint of the office.

The Emerald Bay Site Office is about 10 minutes from Puteri 
Harbour in Iskandar, Johor. Passive solar designs have been 
incorporated with underfloor cooling and stack ventilation. The 
site office has been built to have a lifespan of five years. 

The building is elemental. A simple pitched roof with gable 
ends, long linear plan and raised timber platform float. The 
careful placement of the building massing on the site minimises 
the East-West solar exposure. 

Balau made up the floor bearers, 
joists, columns and trusses while 
plywood was used for the wall 

panelling and floorboards.

The large graphics which act 
as signages at the entrance.

A CASE FOR TIMBER 27
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The plywood screens which provide both shade from the sun’s rays and the ventilation.



Off-cuts and plywood formwork make up 
the reception area.

The wall panel and floorboards in the meeting room are made of plywood.

The Emerald Bay sets a good example that a site office does not 
necessarily has to be cheap and insignificant.

A CASE FOR TIMBER28

According to the developer, timber is the most versatile building 
material and can be easily erected with cut-sized pieces. A 
sustainable and renewable resource with low carbon footprint, 
timber exudes warmth and is aesthetically pleasing.

Most importantly, officers from the site office say that the 
wooden materials can be recycled later once the construction 
work at Emerald Bay has been completed.

Despite being a temporary structure in nature, the site office is 
a good piece of architecture where building materials such as 
timber and plywood have been cleverly reused. The Emerald 
Bay Site Office will serve as an encouragement to architects 
not to shy away from designing similar structures. 

together this giant kit. Extensive studies were needed to ensure 
structural safety and compliance with fire regulations.

Zurich’s Tamedia building shows that timber construction 
technologies have matured. The result is now in the hands 
of innovative architects, engineers and builders to rediscover 
wood construction for large, inner city buildings that are 
architecturally exciting. 

Source: Arcspace.

Shigeru Ban, well-known for his use of paper and paperboard, 
has built an office building in Zurich made entirely of wood, or 
to be more precise, 2,000m3 of Austrian Spruce. Inaugurated 
in July 2013 in the heart of the city, the building houses the 
headquarters of the Tamedia group and a radio studio.

The construction was done completely without steel 
reinforcement and consists solely of prefabricated, precision 
milled timber elements assembled on site. The media house 
has a glass façade that makes for bright and friendly rooms 
inside. A 3m-deep double façade along the river side offers 
“work lounges”, some of which extend over two floors, and a 
cascading staircase that connects all five floors.

Ban designed the structure that follows the Japanese 
“Miya-daiku “and “Sukiya-daiku” traditions. The Miya-daiku 
characterises Japanese temples and shrines and is famous 
for its refined wood joints. The Sukiya-daiku is used for the 
construction of houses and tea rooms with the aesthetic use of 
rustic materials. 

The Japanese tradition of carpentry – as represented in the 
new building in Zurich – do not require the use of glue, nails 
or screws. The load bearing timber components are simply 
interlocked, and their pin connections are additionally stabilised 
by a secondary structure.

However, the design is not old-fashioned. Ban used the 
precision of CNC-milled components to create the largest 
timber frame construction in Switzerland. Wood construction 
experts computer-controlled the milling of the timber into 
columns, posts and beams. At the construction site, workers put 

Tamedia office building, Zurich 

A glass façade that makes for bright and friendly rooms inside.

The construction consists solely of prefabricated, 
precision milled timber elements assembled on site

A CASE FOR TIMBER 29
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UN Biodiversity Conference

The Conference adopted a number of decisions on a series of 
strategic, administrative, financial, and ecosystem-related issues 
of relevance to the implementation of the Convention and its 
Protocols. These included 37 decisions under the CBD COP; 
16 decisions under the Cartagena Protocol COP/MOP; and 16 
decisions under the Nagoya Protocol COP/MOP. 

Among the highlights, the Conference set up an intersessional 
open-ended working group on the post-2020 global 
biodiversity framework; established an intersessional process, 
including an Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group (AHTEG) to 
continue work on digital sequence information on genetic 
resources under the Convention and the Nagoya Protocol; 
adopted the Rutzolijirisaxik voluntary guidelines for repatriation 
of traditional knowledge; and extended the online forum and 
AHTEG on synthetic biology.

As participants left the Sharm El-Sheikh Conference Center, 
most agreed that it was a successful meeting. Many especially 
applauded the inspiring and stirring leadership of COP 14 
President Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment of Egypt, 
who, along every single regional group at the meeting, 
underscored the need to “work together”. 

Working together, however, may be a challenge in the near 
future. Increasing environmental pressures, coupled with the 
rise of populism and nationalism in many parts of the world, 
may provide a greater temptation for each country to “care for 
its own”.  

Source:  Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB)   
 Vol. 09 No. 725 | 2 December 2018

The UN Biodiversity Conference was held from 13-29 
November 2018, in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, under the theme 
“Investing in biodiversity for people and planet”. It was attended 
by approximately 3,800 participants representing parties, 
other governments, international and non-governmental 
organisations, indigenous peoples and local communities, 
academia, and the private sector.

The UN Biodiversity Conference included:

• the African Ministerial Summit on Biodiversity  
 (13 November);

• the High-level Segment of the Conference  
  (14-15 November);

• the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the  
 Parties (COP 14) to the Convention on Biological  
 Diversity (CBD, 17-29 November);

• the ninth meeting of the COP serving as the Meeting  
 of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety  
 (CP COP/MOP 9, 17-29 November); 

• the third meeting of the COP serving as the Meeting  
 of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol on Access to  
 Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing  
 of Benefits arising from their Utilization  
 (NP COP/MOP 3, 17-29 November 2018); and

• parallel meetings, side-events and the Rio   
 Conventions Pavilion.

\
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About 3,800 participants attended the conference. Photo credit: IISD. 

ITTC-54 adopted six decisions. In addition to endorsing 15 
projects, pre-projects, and activities for the 2018 project 
cycle recommended by the three Committees, delegates 
agreed on: 

• further measures and legal actions regarding 
 the financial impairment; 

• ITTO’s policy to combat money laundering   
 and terrorism financing; 

• amendments to staff regulations and rules; 

• financial architecture and fundraising; and 

• selection of the ITTO ED.

After several years of grappling with the financial impairment 
issue and the resulting tarnished reputation of ITTO, there 
was a discernible sense of relief among ITTC-54 participants 
that the organisation, once again, faces a future full of 
possibilities rather than existential threats. 

The ITTO is now in a much better position to pursue 
substantial and innovative funding hand-in-hand with leading 
the world into sustainable, holistic use, and stewardship of 
tropical timber and the products made from it, as well as the 
environmental and other values that it can advance.  

Source:  Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB)     
 Vol. 24 No. 89 | 11 November 2018

The fifty-fourth session of the International Tropical 
Timber Council (ITTC-54) and the Associated Sessions of its 
four committees met at the headquarters of the International 
Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) in Yokohama, Japan, 
from 5-8 November 2018. Nearly 150 delegates from 33 of 
the 74-member countries of the ITTO, as well as observers 
from the private sector, civil society, and regional and 
international organisations took part in the discussions.

Throughout the week, delegates convened in the fifty-second 
sessions of the Committee on Economics, Statistics and 
Markets and the Committee on Forest Industry, and the 
Committee on Reforestation and Forest Management, to 
approve new projects, review projects and pre-projects under 
implementation, hear final reports on completed projects, 
and select projects for ex-post evaluations. The thirty-third 
session of the Committee on Finance and Administration also 
took place, with a focus on proposals for revitalising ITTO’s 
financing architecture and resource mobilisation strategies. 

Revising the process of selecting candidates for ITTO 
Executive Director (ED) took up much of the time, with 
several lengthy consultations in the caucuses as well as 
informal contact groups to resolve the issue of whether 
to adopt regional rotation—in addition to qualifications—
as a core principle. During the closing session, delegates 
eventually accepted the proposal that the next ED should 
come from a Producer country, enabling the Council to 
adopt the decision.

Fifty-Fourth Session of ITTC
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Six decisions were adopted during ITTC-54. Photo credit: IISD.
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70th Meeting of CITES Standing 
Committee

Moving ahead to CoP18 in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in 2019, parties 
look forward to revisiting several issues including that on 
Malagasy ebonies (Diospyros spp.), progress of parties in 
meeting national commitments as well as considering potential 
new species listings such as Spanish cedar (Cedrela odorata). 

As the agenda becomes increasingly heavy, the Secretariat 
will have the challenging task of balancing expediency in 
actions taken on listed species with new and emerging issues 
on addressing perennial implementation and interpretation 
matters. Importantly in this context, CITES will look forward 
to direction from its new Secretary-General to ensure that it 
is well equipped to expertly slalom through these upcoming 
challenges. 

Source:  Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB)   
 Vol. 21 No. 100 | 8 October 2018

The seventieth meeting of the Standing Committee (SC70) 
of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) convened from 1-5 October 
2018 in Sochi, Russian Federation. Over 700 participants from 
national governments, intergovernmental organisations and 
non-governmental organisations attended the meeting. 

The SC considered, amongst others, the following: 

• The suspension of commercial trade in Siamese  
 rosewood, including finished products, from   
 Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR)  
 until it can be scientifically justified that such   
 exports are sustainable. Lao PDR agreed with the  
 recommendations and committed to report on  
 implementation by 1 February 2019.

• Suspension of commercial trade in rosewood   
 until Nigeria has made a non-detriment finding  
 for the species in the country. Draft decisions for  
 consideration at CoP18, including asking parties to  
 submit regular updates on audited inventories of  
 at least a third of the stockpiles and to submit a  
 modified use plan for consideration, approval and  
 further guidance from the SC.

\
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Official launch of the website for 
CITES CoP18, which will be

held in Sri Lanka in 2019 
Photo credit: IISD. 

Quarter 4 2018 Timber Malaysia

GLOBAL COMMUNITY 33

Quarter 4 2018 Timber Malaysia

 Article 9.5 (ex ante finance transparency), matters  
 relating to the Adaptation Fund, and setting a new  
 collective quantified goal on finance;

• on technology: scope of and modalities for the  
 periodic assessment of the Technology Mechanism,  
 and the technology framework;

• the modalities, procedures, and guidelines for the  
 transparency framework for action and support;

• the global stocktake; and

• modalities and procedures for the effective operation  
 of the committee to facilitate implementation and  
 promote compliance.

The Katowice CoP delivered on its mandate and now parties 
must turn the page to a new era of implementation and higher 
ambition. As noted by UN Secretary-General, Mr. António 
Guterres, in a speech read at the closing of the conference 
by UNFCCC Executive Secretary, Ms. Patricia Espinosa: the 
priorities now are “ambition, ambition, ambition, ambition, and 
ambition,” on mitigation, adaptation, finance, technological 
cooperation, capacity building and innovation. 

In this regard, many delegates left Katowice feeling cautiously 
uplifted, looking ahead to 2019 when the UN Secretary-General, 
who personally facilitated the negotiations during the second 
week, will hold a Climate Summit to raise ambition ahead of the 
crucial year of 2020, when many countries will deliver updated 
NDCs and the Paris Agreement will face its first true litmus test. 

Source:  Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB)     
 Vol. 12 No. 747 | 18 December 2018

The Katowice Climate Change Conference convened from 
2-15 December 2018 in Katowice, Poland. The conference 
included the three governing bodies of the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Kyoto Protocol, 
and the Paris Agreement, and the three subsidiary bodies. 
The Katowice Climate Change Conference brought together 
over 22,000 participants, including nearly 14,000 government 
officials, over 7,000 representatives from UN bodies and 
agencies, intergovernmental organisations, and civil society 
organisations, and 1,500 members of the media.

Tasked with delivering a “rule book” for the Paris Agreement, 
and amid calls for greater ambition to address the climate crisis, 
the Katowice Climate Change Conference largely delivered, 
by producing a package that facilitate countries’ efforts to 
implement the Paris Agreement.

This meeting focused on completing work on the Paris 
Agreement Work Programme (PAWP), a set of decisions 
meant to operationalise the Paris Agreement. To this end, 
parties adopted the Katowice Climate Package, which includes 
decisions on nearly all of the issues mandated as part of the 
PAWP, including: 

• on mitigation: further guidance in relation to nationally  
 determined contributions (NDCs), common time  
 frames, and modalities, work programme, and   
 functions under the Paris Agreement of the forum 
 on the impact of the implementation of response  
 measures;

• on adaptation: further guidance on adaptation  
 communication;

• on finance: identification of the information to be  
 provided by parties in accordance with Agreement  

Katowice Climate Change 
Conference

Delegates feeling cautiously uplifted at the outcome 
of the conference. Photo credit: IISD.



Gunung Jerai (Mount Jerai) rises above the surrounding 
plains at 1,380 metres or 4,140 feet above sea level and is visible 
for miles around. Eleven kilometres of winding road lead up to 
the mountain peak. 

The vegetation begins to change gradually as one ascends the 
mountain - through the lower and upper dipterocarp forests 
that are commonly encountered in parks and reserves down in 
valleys and low-lying areas that give way to the low montane 
forest where conifers thrive. 

At the top of the mount, the trees are much shorter in height, 
twisted and gnarled from the base to the branches. It certainly 
will be a delight to step off the cemented trails and onto the 
soft forest floor - nature’s best carpeting, thickly covered with 
layers of acid humus soil and peat. 

The forest is saturated with delicious scents. A wonderful 
mixture of balsamic fragrances from various types of coniferous 
and oak trees gives the forest a rather alien feel. It’s like walking 
into a curio shop in a little seaside town - everything seems so 
strangely out of place. 

Just a short distance away, sits the forestry’s museum where the 
displays give a fair bit of information on the Malaysian forests. 
There is also a section dedicated to wildlife found within the 
Jerai Forest Reserve area. 

Dusky Leaf Monkeys are common around the park area and can 
often be seen feeding on trees at the quieter end of the road 
leading to an old shrine at the peak. 

The top of Mount Jerai is dominated by a large resort known 
as the The Regency Jerai Hill Resort, which offers various types 
of accommodation. Its botanical garden is impressive with 
beautiful flora such as monkey cups or tropical pitcher plants 
and several species of wild orchids, to name a few. 

The outer areas of the reserve, where fewer visitors roam, have 
the most to offer, and therefore, one can appreciate the true 
beauty of the place. 

Source: JourneyMalaysia.

Gunung Jerai, Kedah 

Gunung Jerai is visible for miles around.

Its botanical garden 
is impressive with 
beautiful flora such 
as monkey cups or 
tropical pitcher plants 
and several species of 
wild orchids.

Eleven kilometres of winding road lead up to the mountain peak. 
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