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Dear Readers,

MTC welcomes the appointment of Dato’ Dr. Tan Yew Chong as the 
new Secretary-General of the Ministry of Primary Industries. MTC looks 
forward to working closely with Dato’ Dr. Tan in further promoting the 
interest of the Malaysian timber and furniture industries. Please turn 
to page 6 for the writeup on Dato’ Dr. Tan’s first official visit to MTC on 
February 15. 

MTC wishes to express its appreciation to the participants of the recent 
MTC Industry Retreat 2019 who had taken time off from their busy 
schedules to brainstorm and come up with ideas for the benefit of the 
timber industry. Their enthusiasm and readiness in contributing new 
ideas, approaches and strategies for MTC and the timber industry to 
breakthrough to the next frontier is greatly appreciated. Please see 
page 7 for our report on the retreat.

In our continuing efforts to enhance market access and create business 
opportunities for the Malaysian timber industry, for 2019, MTC will be 
organising two pavilions, one each for timber and furniture. MTC will be 
also organising the inaugural Malaysian Wood Expo in Kuala Lumpur 
from 19-21 November at the PWTC. Under marketplace promotion, 
MTC is targeting a total of 17 international fairs in various countries.  
For more information on these market development and promotional 
programmes as well as other major activities lined up for the year by 
MTC, please turn to page 8. 

Come March 2019, it will be time again for Malaysia’s Furniture Week. 
The Malaysian Furniture International Fair (MIFF) and the Export 
Furniture Exhibition (EFE) are staging their 25th and 15th editions, 
respectively. With a combined total of more than 850 exhibitors, the 
stage is set for the Malaysian furniture industry to once again roll out 
and showcase their best collections. More information on MIFF 2019 
and EFE 2019 is available on page 10.   

In conjunction with the staging of the two international furniture fairs 
and in our continuing efforts to promote the timber industry on a 
product-based theme, we are presenting a selection of Malaysian 
furniture manufacturers as a showcase of the range of furniture 
produced by the industry in the country. This include living, dining, 
bedroom, systems and office, as well as outdoor and occasional 
furniture. These companies are featured on pages 16-25.

Happy reading!

The Editor.
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Members of the Selangor & Kuala Lumpur Wood Industries 
Association (SKLWIA) celebrated their 67th Anniversary on 22 
February 2019 with a dinner graced by the Minister of Primary 
Industries, The Hon. Puan Teresa Kok.

Addressing the occasion, Puan Teresa acknowledged the role of 
SKLWIA in contributing towards the development of the timber 
industry in the country. She pledged her support for the various 

SKLWIA celebrates
67th anniversary
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Dignitaries and industry captains at the dinner.
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Puan Teresa Kok speaking at the dinner.

Puan Teresa Kok testing her woodcarving skills after launching the 
book. Tuan Haji Hanafee (right) looks on.

Minister of Primary Industries, The Hon. Puan Teresa Kok, 
has approved the establishment of a special purpose vehicle 
(SPV) for the Certified Timber and Credible Suppliers (CTCS) 
programme carried out by the Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
(MTIB).

The CTCS is a programme that aims to encourage the use of 
timber and timber products in building construction and to 
create job opportunities for small and medium enterprises in 
the timber industry.

Speaking at the launch of a book entitled “Analysing the 
Performance of Bumiputera Entrepreneurs in Furniture Sector” 
at Universiti Putra Malaysia in Serdang, Selangor on 29 January 
2019, Puan Teresa said the SPV is aimed at assisting Bumiputera 
companies to secure contracts for supplying timber products to 
large and multinational corporations in the construction sector.

“This will directly promote the use of timber products in the 
construction industry,” she said, adding that the government 
has set several key performance indicators to monitor the 
programme.

“This effort can produce Bumiputera champions in the furniture 
industry,” she said while advising Bumiputera entrepreneurs 
to be more creative and innovative as well as to persevere in 
overcoming challenges in the timber industry.

“The development of the timber industry is important as the 
sector contributed significant income to the country and in 
generating jobs for the people. However, the contribution of 
Bumiputera entrepreneurs towards the total value of Malaysia’s 
timber exports is still low, at RM6.63 million in 2018. 

Boost for Bumiputera 
timber companies

Malaysia’s total export of timber and timber products for 2018 
recorded a total of RM22.3 billion, of which RM7.8 billion was 
from the export of wooden furniture.

Among those present at the event was the President of the 
Association of Bumiputera Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs 
(PEKA), Tuan Haji Hanafee Yusoff. The book was published by 
PEKA.  

initiatives undertaken by members of SKLWIA in the downstream 
manufacturing of timber products.

Also present were Malaysian Timber Industry Board Chairman, 
The Hon. Tuan Wong Tuck, MTC Chairman, Dato’ Low Kian Chuan, 
Malaysian Wood Industries Association President, Mr. Goh Chee 
Yew, MTC CEO, Mr. Richard Yu and Executive Committee members 
of SKLWIA led by its President, Mr. Low Chee Hock.   

Dato’ Low (2nd from left) with MWMJC President, Mr Simon Lim 
(3rd from left) and other MWMJC committee members.

Dressed to the nines and in keeping with their anniversary 
dinner them e, Masquerade Night, members of the Malaysian 
Wood Moulding and Joinery Council (MWMJC) made no 
pretence of the good time they were having at the Raintree 
Club recently.

Present at the event was MTC Chairman, Dato’ Low Kian Chuan, 
along with MWMJC’s committee members and other industry 
captains.

Dato’ Low in his speech acknowledged MWMJC’s immense 
contribution to the timber industry with its value-added 
mouldings and BCJ products which are sought-after. He 
encouraged members of MWWJC to innovate and be more 
proactive in promoting their products overseas. He assured 
them that MTC, in its roles as a marketing and promotional arm, 
will continue to assist MWMJC. Dato’ Low said members are 
welcomed to submit proposals on this to MTC.   

MWMJC’s jubilant jubilee



With calls to “go beyond the comfort zone” and for “further 
breakthrough”, MTC Chairman, Dato’ Low Kian Chuan, set the tone 
for a lively and purposeful MTC Industry Retreat held from 23-25 
January 2019 at Avani Sepang Goldcoast Resort, Selangor.

More than 100 representatives and invited participants from the 
timber-based associations, relevant government agencies and 
councils, professional bodies and non-governmental organisations 
brainstormed on the retreat’s twin objectives, which were:

• To strategise fresh new ideas and approaches for the timber          
   industry to breakthrough to the next frontier; and

• To position MTC as the industry’s foremost trusted companion in  
   this journey.

Facilitating the discussions were four distinguished moderators, 
Ir. Dr. Mohd. Shahreen Madros, CEO of the Malaysia External 
Trade Development Corporation (MATRADE), Ms. Yasmin Rasyid, 
President of EcoKnights, Dr. Yeoh Oon Tean, CEO of Federation of 
Malaysian Manufacturers (FMM) and Mr. Teoh Kok Lin, Founder & 
CIO of Singular Asset Management.

In his welcoming address, Dato’ Low emphasised on the importance 
of transforming MTC into an organisation that is held in high esteem 
by the international timber fraternity. 

“We have a good team, but we can be better. MTC has all the 
resources, we have regional offices covering regions in East and 
South Asia, Europe, Middle East and Africa and one more to be set 
up in the USA later this year to cover the Americas.” 

Dato’ Low also underscored the need for the timber industry to 
continuously explore new technology and innovation to face the 
ever-changing business environment. 

MTC Industry Retreat 2019 
“One such area is to embrace the digitalised economy where wood-
based products can be sold online. This is the trend on purchasing 
now among consumers, especially the younger generation in the 
age group of 30. 

“It can’t be business-as-usual, and MTC must make itself relevant 
by keeping up with or thinking ahead of the times to provide that 
competitive edge to the industry so that our local players can be at 
par with, if not better than other global players,” Dato’ Low added.

The Deputy Secretary-General (Commodity) of the Ministry of 
Primary Industries, Mr. Ravi Muthayah, expressed his appreciation 
to the participants for their contribution of ideas and sharing of 
experiences, which are essential towards creating a reputable 
timber brand that is synonymously Malaysian.  

Participants to the retreat

Dato’ Low speaking at the opening ceremony.

Datuk Seri Shamsul (centre) and his entourage after a meeting in Turkey.

The Deputy Minister of Primary Industries, The Hon. Datuk 
Seri Shamsul Iskandar Mohd Akin, led an Economic, Promotion 
and Investment Mission to Pakistan, Iran and Turkey from  18-26 
January 2019. The objective of the mission was to explain the 
advantages of Malaysian commodity products as compared to 
those of other producing countries. 

Organised by the Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI), the 
Malaysian delegation included MPI Secretary-General, Dato’ 
Dr. Tan Yew Chong, senior officials of agencies and councils 
under MPI as well as representatives of commodity industry 
associations.

Datuk Seri Shamsul Iskandar and the Malaysian delegation 
held meetings with their counterparts at relevant ministries, 
agencies and trade organisations in the three countries visited. 
Among the topics covered concerned the quality, food safety 
and nutrients found in palm oil as compared to other vegetable 
oils as well as the quality and credibility of timber products and 
specialty rubber products. 

In addition, the mission also deliberated on trade issues 
related to market access of Malaysian commodity products. 
These include high import taxes of up to 40 per cent on palm 
oil products imposed by Iran and other non-tariff barriers to 
be imposed by Pakistan such as the ban on food products 
(vanaspati) containing palm oil.

The three countries are among the major markets for Malaysia’s 
commodity sector such as palm oil, rubber and timber. In 2017, 
exports to Pakistan, Iran and Turkey for the three commodities 

Promoting Malaysian commodities 
in Pakistan, Iran and Turkey

MPI Sec-Gen visits MTC

The Secretary-General of the Ministry of Primary 
Industries, Dato’ Dr. Tan Yew Chong, visited MTC on 15 
February 2019. He was briefed by MTC CEO, Mr. Richard Yu, 
on the Council’s operations. Present at the briefing were 
MTC Chairman, Dato’ Low Kian Chuan,  several members of 
MTC’s Board of Trustees as well as representatives from the 
Ministry . 

Dato’ Dr. Tan said it was crucial for all government agencies 
to be result-oriented and work closely with one another. He 
also advised that all government agencies under the ministry 
must strengthen their inter-agency relationship by sharing 
information for the betterment of the commodities sector. 

Dato’ Dr. Tan said non-tariff issues must also be addressed 
more effectively.

After the briefing, the Secretary-General was given a tour of 
MTC’s Gallery, which houses some of the industry’s innovative 
products, among others.  
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Dato’ Low (left) bringing Dato’ Dr. Tan on a tour of the MTC Gallery.

were RM3.05 billion, RM2.48 billion and RM3.63 billion, 
respectively. As such, the mission was important not only to 
maintain but also to increase the market share of Malaysian 
commodity products in these countries.

These efforts are in line with the aspiration of MPI to further 
promote the commodity industry in the current and coming 
years. The progressive development of the commodity industry 
is among the important economic sectors in uplifting the socio-
economic and well-being of the nation.  



Endorsed by:

Malaysian Wood Industries
Associa�on (MWIA)

Malaysian Wood
Moulding & Joinery
Council (MWMJC)

Malaysian Furniture
Council (MFC)

The Timber Exporters’ 
Associa�on of

Malaysia (TEAM)

Associa�on of Malaysian
Bumiputra Timber & Furniture

Entrepreneurs (PEKA)

Ministry of Primary Industries Malaysian Panel-Products
Manufacturers’ Association

(MPMA)

Mr Richard Yu (5th from left) leading Malaysian participants to Furniture 
China 2018.

In line with the task entrusted by MPI to take the lead in 
trade promotion and marketing of timber products and 
wooden furniture globally, MTC has over the years organised 
the participation of Malaysian timber companies in timber and 
furniture pavilions in renowned international trade fairs. 

MTC CEO, Mr. Richard Yu, said besides these, MTC has also 
been promoting the Malaysian timber-based industry and 
products through marketplace promotional booths in targeted 
international trade exhibitions in various countries.

For 2019, MTC will be organising two pavilions, one each for 
timber and furniture. The timber pavilion will be in DelhiWood, 
India from 13-16 March while the furniture pavilion will be in 
Furniture China, Shanghai from 9-12 September.

MTC will be also organising the inaugural Malaysian Wood Expo 
(MWE) in Kuala Lumpur from 19-21 November. The MWE 2019, 
the first coming together of top exhibitors in this part of the 
world, is jointly organised by MTC and Panels & Furniture Group 
of wood magazines.

Under marketplace promotion, MTC is targeting a total of 17 
international fairs in various countries such as the Malaysian 
International Furniture Fair and Export Furniture Exhibition 
(Malaysia), Buildex Vancouver (Canada), National Wood Flooring 
Association Expo (USA), Korea Build (South Korea), Interzum 
Guangzhou (China), Japan Build Osaka (Japan), Bouwbeurs 
(The Netherlands), Batimat (France), Dubai Woodshow (UAE), 
World Build India (India) and Sri Lanka Wood International Expo 
(Sri Lanka).

“These activities will be organised and coordinated by MTC 
personnel from MTC HQ in Kuala Lumpur as well as our regional 
offices covering Europe, Middle East and Africa as well as East 
and South Asia,” said Mr. Yu.

Besides market development and promotional programmes, 
MTC will also be organising a series of talks, seminars as well 
as conferences such as the second edition of MTC’s signature 
event, the Malaysian Timber Conference, to be held in July in 
Kuala Lumpur.  

Major MTC events and 
activities for 2019 

MTC will also be organising a Technology Acquisition and Study 
Mission to Guangzhou, China from 25-30 March to highlight 
some of the latest developments in the woodworking and 
wood processing technologies to Malaysian wood products 
manufacturers. 

A Resource and Business Mission to Sweden and Finland for 
Malaysian wood-based manufacturers to source for Spruce and 
Pine is also in the works.

Several assistance programmes will also continue to be 
carried out by MTC such as the Import Assistance Programme 
which comprises the Direct Sourcing Programme, Import 
Assistance Programme for Planting Materials, Industrial Testing 
Programme and Mission Participation Incentive. Other industry 
assistance programmes are the Mechanisation & Automation 
and Retrofitting Programme, Financial Incentive for Purchase 
of Machinery, Financial Incentive for Purchase of Air Pollution 
Control Equipment and Financial Incentive for Attending 
Competency Course in Compliance with Clean Air Regulations 
2014.

The second edition of MTC’s Overseas Suppliers-Malaysian 
Importers/Manufacturers Exchange Programme will be 
organised in November in conjunction with MWE 2019. Through 
this business-to-business matching event, overseas suppliers 
of timber raw materials are invited to come and meet with 
potential buyers and importers in Malaysia. 

Regular publications and collaterals are also available to provide 
information on the latest updates in the Malaysian forestry and 
timber industry as well as on green development in Malaysia. 

More information on MTC and its programmes and services is 
available at www.mtc.com.my. 

First edition of the Malaysian Timber Conference.
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The Malaysian International Furniture Fair 2019 (MIFF) is 
among the biggest furniture fairs in Southeast Asia. 

It is also one of the most trusted platforms for business and 
networking opportunities in SEA. To mark 25 years of its 
inception, MIFF 2019 will be a bumper edition of celebrations.

The fair will be held at the Putra World Trade Centre and at the 
Malaysian International Trade and Exhibition Centre from 8-11 
March 2019.

MIFF 2019 – A bumper edition 
MIFF welcomes over 6,000 buyers from more than 140 
countries. Over 500 international and Malaysian exhibitors will 
display their latest collections and designs for bedrooms, living 
areas, kitchens, bathrooms, children, offices, commercial foyers, 
hotel lounges and outdoor living.

MIFF also provides a robust B2B platform for buyers to interact 
with suppliers in a warm and relaxing atmosphere. Seminars 
will also be held with industry experts sharing their insights. 

MTC booth at MIFF 2018.

This year marks the 15th edition of the Export Furniture 
Exhibition (EFE) and it is getting better as the years go by with 
quality buyers from over 140 countries. 

Scheduled to be held from 9-12 March 2019 at the Kuala Lumpur 
Convention Centre (KLCC), the four-day event is set to give visitors 
an in-depth representation of what’s available in the furniture and 
furnishings industry.

Over 350 exhibitors eagerly await buyers with their latest products 
comprising top quality modern and contemporary furniture for 
bedrooms, living areas, kitchens, children, offices, outdoor living, 
hotel lounges including furniture parts and accessories.

Spread over 35,000sqm of floor space, you will be able to find all 
the main Malaysian and many international brands on display here.  

EFE is also a good avenue to meet retailers, interior designers, 
contract buyers, architects and developers, among others.  

EFE 2019 -
Towards 
excellence

MTC booth at EFE 2018.
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MTC shared space with six organisations and companies in the timber pavilion.
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Bouwbeurs 2019
The Bouwbeurs Construction Exhibition, which is one of 
the biggest trade shows in the Dutch construction industry 
calendar, was held at the Jaarbeurs Exhibition Centre in 
Utrecht from 4-8 February 2019. 

This biennial event showcased innovations in the 
construction industry.  There were over 600 exhibitors and 
75,017 visitors at the fair this year.

The Timber Pavilion was a major highlight and attracted 
thousands of visitors. MTC shared space with six 
organisations and companies in the timber pavilion and 
these included the Malaysian Timber Certification Council 
and PEFC Netherlands.  

This was the first time MTC had participated in a Canadian trade fair. 

BUILDEX Vancouver 2019
MTC participated in the 30th edition of BUILDEX 
Vancouver which was held from 13-14 February 2019 at the 
Vancouver Convention Centre West Building, Vancouver, 
B.C., Canada. This was the first time MTC had participated 
in a Canadian trade fair. 

The expo, which focuses on the construction, renovation, 
architecture, interior design as well as property management 
industries, is said to be the largest expo and conference in 
Western Canada. 

Various activities were organised for BUILDEX Vancouver 
such as educational seminars, networking events and 
exhibitions. There were 450 exhibitors and 100 speakers 
at the two-day event which attracted 14,043 trade visitors. 

MTC took up a 9sqm corner booth to promote Malaysian 
timber and timber products as well as disseminate literature 
on Malaysia’s efforts in sustainable forest management. 
There were not many exhibitors who showcased timber 
and timber products at the fair.   
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Malaysian timbers well
accepted worldwide

President of The Timber Exporters Association of Malaysia 
(TEAM), Mr. Lee Leh Yew, has over 45 years of active involvement 
in the Malaysian timber industry. Besides his position in TEAM, 
Mr. Lee also serves on the MTC Board of Trustees as well as heads 
MTC’s Raw Material and Industry Development Committee 
and also previously as  Chairman of Expert Group on India. He 
relates to TIMBER MALAYSIA his knowledge and thoughts of 
the industry in various aspects.  

TM: Can you share with us your experience in the export 
business of Malaysian sawntimber over the past 30 years or so?

LLY: My first exposure to the export business of sawntimber 
dates back to 1972 through working for a Sarawak-based 
company, which had branch offices in Penang and Kuala Lumpur 
and a moulding factory with kiln-drying facilities in Terengganu. 
I continued in the trade through Bortim Export Sdn. Bhd. 
Conducting international business then was very challenging 
especially in terms of communication unlike the advanced 
facilities we have today. Shipment modes were also limited then 
and were mainly by break-bulk. This prompted most importers 
to keep stock as they had to purchase in bulk. Some importers 
also resorted to speculation by importing more and keeping 
them as stock. This practice created a trend whereby prices 
fluctuate in three-year cycles. When container facilities became 
available at Port Klang (in the state of Selangor), the frequency 
of shipments especially to European ports became more 
regular. The year 1989 recorded the highest volume of Malaysian 
sawntimber shipped to Europe mainly through Rotterdam, 
which served as the gateway to other parts of the continent 
such as Germany and France. The main species exported were 
Dark Red Meranti as well as Merbau, Mengkulang, Nyatoh and 
Keruing.

TM: Besides Europe, where are the other major as well as 
traditional markets for Malaysian sawntimber? What are the 
Malaysian species exported?

LLY: The Middle East started importing largely Mixed 
Hardwood from us since the 1970s. By the late 1990s, the 
importers there started to buy Red Meranti, most of which was 
shipped to Dubai for distribution throughout the UAE region. 
Other major importers include Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Iraq and 
Sudan. In Asia, Thailand is the largest market for Malaysian 
sawntimber. Among the species exported to Thailand are 
Balau for structural construction uses and Mixed Hardwood for 
various applications such as scaffoldings and other construction 
purposes. Japan, South Korea, the Philippines and China are also 
regular importers of Malaysian sawntimber. Among the species 
shipped to South Korea is Sepetir which is for manufacturing 
furniture such as chairs and stools. Orders for Red Meranti from 
the Philippines has seen a resurgent lately while China imports 
various species for a wide range of usage. Interestingly, India 
which was a major importer of logs, has emerged as a new 
market for Malaysian sawntimber. The tightening of regulations 
for log exports from Sarawak and the imposition of a log export 
ban by Myanmar are among the reasons for Indian importers to 
source for sawntimber, mainly Balau, Kapur, Dark Red Meranti, 
among other species. Also among the traditional importers 
are Sri Lanka, South Africa, Mauritius, Reunion Island and the 
Maldives. Sri Lanka started importing our sawntimber earlier 
than India. South Africa is a traditional market for our Red 
Meranti while Mauritius, Reunion Island and the Maldives import 
largely Keruing, Balau and Kempas. Most of these timbers are 
used for the construction of popular holiday resorts in these 
island nations.        

TM: What is the reputation of Malaysia’s timber industry and 
products around the world?

LLY: Malaysia’s timber industry and products are held in 
high regard throughout the world. Among the contributing 
factors are, firstly, the industry is represented by different 
sectors which are able to concentrate on improving the 
performance, hence the reputation, of each respective sector. 
As far as sawntimber is concerned, most of the Malaysian 
exporters are members of TEAM, which was originally known as 
the Federation of Malaya Timber Exporters Association when it 
was set up in the year 1955. As with all our fellow timber-based 
associations in Malaysia, we encourage and promote values 
like discipline and integrity among our members. Establishing 
business relationships and building trust with our buyers from 
all over the world is no easy task. We have to ensure that 
the products we deliver are of high quality and delivered on 
time. Secondly, Malaysia is blessed with many tree species 
which give us the opportunity to provide a range of timber 
for different uses. The fact that the timber harvested from our 
Permanent Reserved Forests is certified by the Programme 
for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) provides 
confidence among our buyers that the timber they buy comes 
from sustainable sources. Besides which, the Malaysian timber 
industry has developed progressively throughout the years and 
is well equipped with advanced woodworking machinery and 
know-how, kiln-drying plants as well as is supported by good 
logistic facilities and a sound banking system. We also have 
the Malaysian Grading Rules which are designed to provide a 
statement of quality on sawntimbers shipped from Malaysia. 

TM: Do you think that E-marketing of timber is a trend for 
the future?

LLY: E-marketing of timber is certainly a trend for the future. 
We as timber products exporters are as eager in adopting the 
technology and keeping abreast with developments in this 
aspect. We have witnessed finished products such as tables 
and chairs, picture frames, gift and other home and office items 
being successfully marketed through various e-marketing 
platforms. We believe more and more timber-based products 
such as mouldings and builders’ joinery and carpentry products 
like railings, wainscotings and panel products will be marketed 
via e-marketing. Likewise, for sawntimber, we would like to 
one day be able to market our products through this channel. 
Currently, most unfinished products like sawntimber are still 
marketed in the traditional way where the practice is very much 
through direct buyer-seller engagement and is often based 
upon specific request. As responsible exporters, we don’t simply 
sell according to the buyers’ requests. We need to find out their 
needs. This is especially so when it comes to dealing with first-
time buyers who may not be familiar with our timbers. This 
will help to ensure that the right timbers are supplied for the 
right usage. Over specifying is a waste of resources while under 
specifying might result in loss of confidence and reputation.     

TM: With the Malaysian government’s emphasis on value-
adding, should the export of sawntimber be discouraged? 

LLY: The Malaysian sawmilling industry is the oldest 
wood processing sector in the country and has consistently 
contributed to the export revenue of the country over the 
years. After wooden furniture and plywood, sawntimber 
is ranked the third largest foreign exchange earner for the 
Malaysian timber industry. Our total export of sawntimber 
in 2018 was worth RM3.66 billion, which is about 16% of the 
total export value of Malaysian timber and timber products of 
RM22.3 billion. For 2017, the total export value of sawntimber 
was slightly higher, at RM3.89 billion. While our sawntimber is 
mainly produced for export, it is also a reliable source for the 
domestic market especially the construction industry as well 

as for the downstream wood processing industries such as the 
moulding, joinery and furniture industries. For this purpose, the 
local requirements currently are mainly for smaller-size strips 
which do not fetch premium prices as opposed to sawntimber 
produced in specific sizes for the export market. Also, the local 
processing industries may not have the capacity to absorb the 
output of the local sawmilling industry. As such, the potential 
loss of revenue to the country is quite high if the export of 
sawntimber is discouraged or discontinued.  
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Mr. Lee Leh Yew.



The refreshing scent of hope

For years, Dato’ Cheah Keng Meng has silently kept a close 
watch on how Eucalyptus trees grow, their traits as a plantation 
species and how they could be used as a supplementary supply 
of raw materials. When he got wind of news of setting up a 
Eucalyptus plantation in Malaysia, he expressed his interest in 
being part and parcel of a project which would finally turn his 
long-held dream into reality. TIMBER MALAYSIA catches up with 
Dato’ Cheah, who speaks passionately about his Eucalyptus 
plantation project in Sungkai, Perak. 

TM: How did it all start?

DC: I have been looking and monitoring Eucalyptus trees 
for a very long time.  When I first started this plantation 
in Sungkai, I planted rubber trees. However, I had a lot of 
problems maintaining these rubber trees. Firstly, they were 
attacked by wild boars and monkeys which destroyed the 
trees. Secondly, tapping rubber when the trees mature was a 
problem as we lacked manpower. It was then that I thought of 
planting Eucalyptus and Batai. Coincidently, at the time, the 
Malaysian Wood Industries Association (MWIA) was studying 
the prospects of growing Eucalyptus in Malaysia. Shortly after, 
MWIA had signed an MOU with the Guangxi Forest Research 
Institute which provided technical support as well as assisting 
us in importing Eucalyptus seedlings into Malaysia. We also 
worked with MWIA to learn more about as well as promote 

the planting of Eucalyptus trees in Malaysia. The Forestry 
Department of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region has also 
assisted us by sending their experts to our plantation to help us 
monitor the growth and well-being of the trees.

TM: Why is this called the Ladang Getah Upaya Sdn Bhd 
plantation and what is the involvement of the state forestry 
department?

DC: Well, the Perak State Forestry Department has called it 
the Ladang Getah Upaya Sdn Bhd plantation. The developer 
of the plantation is Getah Upaya Sdn Bhd. I am a director of 
this company. The land belongs to the state. The Perak State 
Forestry Department had set up four sample plots and is 
closely monitoring the growth of the Eucalyptus trees and 
development of this project.

TM: How big is this plantation and how many staff do you 
have. Could you also share the cost involved?

DC: This is a 2,000ha plantation and the developmental cost 
per hectare is about RM22,000. The project is divided into 
five phases and each phase is about 400ha. It takes about a 
year to do land clearing and a year to plant depending on the 
availability of seedlings and of course, the weather which is 
beyond our control. We have about 60 workers involved in the 
planting and maintenance of the plantation.

TM: Why was Eucalyptus chosen? What are the processes 
involved in caring for it and are there pitfalls of planting a 
Eucalyptus tree?

DC: Eucalyptus was chosen because of its ability to survive 
under poor soil conditions and it is also a fast-growing species. 
I started planting my first batch of trees on 25 February 2018 
and after one year, the average width of the trees was about 
70mm and the height about 7 meters. It is also suitable for our 
climate as there’s plenty of sunshine and rain throughout the 
year. Eucalyptus was also chosen because the trees can be 
coppiced and new shoots will emerge without having to do 
much replanting. 

TM: Is there a strong demand for Eucalyptus?

DC: Yes.

TM: When will the first batch of the Eucalyptus trees be 
harvested and what will they be used for? Are they meant for 
export or local consumption? 

DC: We expect to harvest our first batch of trees between 6 
and 7 years and they are meant for local consumption. It would 
be used for producing plywood as well as sawntimber. As you 
know, logs are not allowed to be exported out of Peninsular 
Malaysia. 

TM: What is your biggest challenge in managing this 
plantation?

DC: Finance… it is our biggest challenge. It takes a lot of money 
to manage and run a project of this scale and it is not an easy job 
planting the saplings. We have approached the Forest Plantation 
Development Sdn Bhd for a soft loan and are awaiting their 
feedback. Managing workers is also a challenge and as they say: 
“Good workers are not cheap and cheap workers are not good”.  
I need workers who are dedicated, reliable and responsible. The 
terrains in which they toil on are not exactly easy.

TM: Tell us about your seedling bank?

DC: My seed bank is about 1.21ha and is able to house 
approximately 500,000 Eucalyptus seedlings. We need an 
import permit from the Customs Department to enable us to 
import the seedlings directly from China. Once the seedlings 
arrive in Malaysia, we send them directly to the seedling centre 
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Though it is currently at an experimental stage, a Eucalyptus plantation 
in Sungkai, Perak when fully established, may help supplement the raw 
material requirements of the Malaysian timber industry  

where the workers will immediately transplant each seedling 
into biodegradable planting bags. This must be done fast to 
reduce the mortality rate. After transplanting, they are watered 
twice daily and fertilised. The seedlings are kept under cover 
until they are old enough to be exposed to direct sunlight. Once 
the seedlings are about three months old, they are transported 
to the plantation site. 

A rough, steep and winding terrain about 240 metres above 
ground is not exactly everyone’s cup of tea for a workplace. 
Only unwavering dedication and passion by a team can see 
through a project of this scale. It is easy to see Dato’ Cheah’s 
passion as he takes us around his plantation and even shows 
us the first Eucalyptus tree he planted. As he walked gingerly 
towards us with a half-torn Eucalyptus leaf in his hand, asking 
us to take a whiff, we could see the subtle euphoric feeling that 
comes with a job well done in Dato’ Cheah as the fresh, enduring 
camphoraceous scent of Eucalyptus oil permeated in the air. 

The very ground in which these trees are growing on is not 
suitable for them, yet the soil is cooperating. Nature has a 
way of understanding honest pursuits. Dato’ Cheah says it is 
his dream to see more Eucalyptus plantations in the country 
and hopes that someday Perak will be the home of large-scale 
commercial Eucalyptus plantations.   

Dato’ Cheah Keng Meng.



Based in northern Peninsular Malaysia, Jin Sheng Furniture 
Industry Sdn. Bhd. first ventured into the Rubberwood furniture 
industry more than 30 years ago, making it one of the pioneers 
in Rubberwood furniture manufacturing in the country.

According to Managing Director, Mr. Hendry Kong, “With more 
than three decades of experience in Rubberwood furniture 
manufacturing, our products especially our “Extendable Dining 
Tables” are well-designed and well-received by our customers 
worldwide. We are also known as “The Extension Table 
Specialist” in this industry. Our trade secret is simply to ensure 
that our products are made of high-grade Rubberwood with 
exquisite workmanship and are competitively priced. 

“The motto we live by as a company is Striving for Excellence. 
We are fully committed to manufacturing uncompromised 
quality products and providing full support to our business 
partners. We design and manufacture a full range of furniture 
that is suitable for every home.”

Practical, yet elegant 
Best describes Jin Sheng Furniture Industry Sdn. Bhd.’s 
range of products

Other than extendable dining tables, Jin Sheng Furniture 
Industry’s products also include a variety of dining chairs, 
coffee tables, television racks, shelves, stools, bar chairs, baby 
chairs, computer tables, kitchen tables, and hutch & buffets. 
The company also produces a selection of ready-to-assemble 
furniture for living rooms, entertainment areas and dining 
rooms. 

The company has two manufacturing facilities, both located in 
south of Kedah, which are manned by well-trained personnel 
with skills that are needed to produce fine quality products. They 
also rely fairly heavily on high-technology wood machineries 
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to improve manufacturing precision to obtain better product 
quality as well as to increase production efficiency. Besides, the 
use of a 2,400ft disk-spraying-facility also enhances their PU 
finishing to premium quality. 

“Our Extendable Tables are sold worldwide. We are always on 
the lookout for markets for affordable, high quality Rubberwood 
furniture. We have been participating in numerous international 
furniture fairs since the late 1990s. These have been the platforms 
for us to build mutually beneficial business relationships with 
existing as well as new customers,” says Mr. Kong. 



Flexibility at its best

When husband and wife, Mr. Ong Chong Kiong and Mdm. 
Chiam Tock Boon, started Simewood Product Sdn. Bhd. in 1989 
as a sub-contractor by producing components for furniture 
manufacturers in Muar, Johor, it did not occur to them then that 
their company would become a major producer and exporter 
of furniture.

Thirty years on, Simewood Product Sdn. Bhd.’s practical and 
space-saving wooden household furniture products are well-
accepted in numerous markets in various parts of the world. 
Among their collections are foldable mobile tables, bar tables 
with stools, coffee tables, console tables, nesting tables, side 
racks, kitchen accessories and stools, all based on a concept 
of “M.I.C”, which stands for Modern Lifestyle, Innovative and 
Creative.

Recalls Mr. Ong: “We started with five workers and it took us 
about five years before we ventured into producing occasional 
household furniture. The period 1995 to 1999 was a bullish time 

Simewood Product Sdn. Bhd.’s space-saving collections

for the Malaysian furniture industry and we decided to take 
advantage of the market opportunities by producing our own 
furniture and look for export markets.

“Our first breakthrough in the export business came in 1999 
when we had our first success in exporting our products. 
That was to Ireland. Boosted and encouraged by our first 
export success, we have since then established good business 
relationships with customers in 24 other countries.”

To cater to increasing orders, Simewood Product Sdn Bhd, in 
2011, moved to a larger factory, which is also in Muar. Made 
mainly of Rubberwood, Simewood Product’s furniture pieces 
are designed in modern styles and crafted with contemporary 
features to fit into any home or office.  
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At Jukraf Furniture Sdn. Bhd., giving the highest standard 
of quality craftsmanship and attention to detail is maintained 
in every furniture item. The company’s reputation is built upon 
guarantees that in every piece of furniture, their buyers are 
assured of value-for-money and life-long luxury.

“Jukraf Furniture Sdn. Bhd.’s furniture items are individual in 
every aspect. There are practically no limits to the choice of 
designs available,” says Company Manager, Ms. Lam Oi Lian. 
The company’s well-equipped production facilities located in 
Shah Alam, Selangor.

“Our scope of work comprises OEM & ODM solid wood 
furniture including dining and living room furniture, hotel 
projects and designer pieces, mainly bunk beds and bedroom 
furniture. Our extensive range of products is to meet local and 
overseas requirements,” she adds.

Detailing the company’s establishment, Ms. Lam says 1992 
was a significant year for Jukraf Furniture Sdn. Bhd. as that 
was the start of the company’s business. From designing and 
manufacturing kitchen cabinets, the company has diversified 
into renovations of homes and offices, and the manufacture of 
furniture. 

Life-long luxury collections
No compromise in quality by Jukraf Furniture Sdn. Bhd. 

“The years that followed proved to be good to us as our clients 
and customers who are satisfied with the quality work of 
Jukraf Furniture commissioned more work for the company,” 
says Ms. Lam.

She adds that the company also began to receive enquiries 
and subsequent work orders through the recommendations of 
their many clients and customers. 

The company started manufacturing DIY and Rubberwood 
furniture products, which were well-received, and this 
prompted the company to venture into the manufacture of 
products using tropical timbers for the export markets such as 
the United States of America, United Kingdom and Australia. 
The company is setting its sight on the European market.  
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From a modest beginning as a trading company, APEX 
Office Furniture Exporter Sdn. Bhd. has now grown into a 
one-stop office furniture centre with a showroom situated in 
Kuala Lumpur city centre and six factories in Sungai Buloh 
and Kuang, Selangor.

Says Company Director, Mr. Vincent Thing: “Over the years 
and through innovations, evolutions and adaptations to 
market trends and lifestyles, our company has developed 
into one of the leading manufacturers and marketers in office 
furniture in Malaysia. Our product concepts and designs are 
well-accepted, both domestically and internationally.

“With a complete range of office furniture in more than 1,000 
standard models as well as custom-designed products, we 
offer the benefits of a one-stop office furniture centre to our 
customers and clients. The acceptance of our products by 
corporate offices, learning institutions, government agencies, 
hospitals and overseas buyers is a testimony of our product 
quality and price competitiveness.”

Living up to its name
APEX Office Furniture Exporter Sdn. Bhd.’s endeavour 
to be among the best 

The company’s philosophy towards continuous improvements 
and development is aimed at positioning themselves to stay 
focus on their customers’ high expectations on quality, price 
competitiveness, prompt delivery, pre-sale consultations and 
after-sales service.

“Our pre-sale consultations including providing 3D layouts to 
our prospective clients. We also advise our local customers 
on furniture re-arrangement in their premises as part of our 
after-sales service,” says Mr. Thing.

Backed by a workforce of 600 people, the company’s 
production capacity is more than 16,500 units a month. A 
one-year warranty is also provided for all its products, which 
are marketed under the “APEX” brand name.  
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Selangor-based Excelfurn Sdn. Bhd. pride themselves as 
a reliable manufacturer and exporter of high quality tropical 
hardwood garden furniture and products. Their collections 
include extension tables, recliner chairs, folding chairs, 
benches, armchairs, sofa sets, loungers as well as swings and 
hammocks.

Says Managing Director, Mr. Shaharuddin Abdullah: “Our 
products are manufactured with the best quality materials 
and assembled using the finest and most advanced 
techniques on the market. We ensure that every piece of our 
products meet our customers’ expectation and satisfaction.”

Elaborating, Mr. Shaharuddin says: “When it comes to home 
décor, be it for the outdoor or indoor, it’s so much more than 
just a collection of furniture. Every individual piece adds 
to your space, so it’s important to choose products that 
contribute to creating a look and feel that you love.

“Whether you’re looking for the perfect matched set of 
outdoor sets or pick and choose different styles and materials 
to create an eclectic and aesthetic interior, we have a whole 
range of solid wood-based furniture to suit your needs.”

Stylish outdoor classics
Excelfurn Sdn. Bhd.’s assurance of high quality tropical 
hardwood garden furniture 

Taking the outdoor as an example, he said that a practical 
and sturdy solid wooden table is a right fit, whether one is 
going for a tropical oasis feel or a modern, industrial look 
complemented by matching chairs and other outdoor 
products such as swings, loungers and benches of various 
sizes and designs. 

“Our garden furniture and accessories are all made entirely 
of Malaysian hardwoods and are very much sought-after 

in countries such as Turkey, Germany, Canada as well as in 
the United Arab Emirates. Delivery to destinations in these 
countries takes 30-60 days.

“We have also established distribution channels through the 
local retail sector to which we provide prompt delivery and 
excellent after-sales service,” says Mr. Shaharuddin.  
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When art meets science

A work of art, technology and innovation, the Glulam Gallery in 
Johor is an experiment of sorts using a rich pool of local talents 
to make glued laminated timber with Malaysian hardwoods. 
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An avant-garde structure that marks the beginning of 
large-scale laminated timber construction, the Glulam Gallery 
is a state-of-the-art information centre that comes with an 
exhibition hall, trade promotion centre, an auditorium, gallery, 
library and R&D facilities.

Situated in Tampoi, Johor, the Glulam Gallery has been designed 
to look like leaves which have risen from the ground to shade 
the halls. The nature of the design calls for the usage of glued 
laminated timber or glulam which is an engineered timber 
product that enables large spans of timber structures to be 
constructed. 

The gallery is about 18 metres high and 35 metres wide. The 
project started in 2009 with the design process that took nearly 
a year to complete followed by the construction work which 
took two years. 

The main glulam portal frames of Glulam Gallery are made of 
Resak, Keruing and Kekatong while more than 350,000 pieces 
of Belian shingles make up the roof. The tall wall claddings are 
constructed from Kekatong and the timber fins are made of 
Balau. 

The main glulam portal frames of 
Glulam Gallery are made of Resak, 

Keruing and Kekatong.

The nature of the design calls for the usage of 
glued laminated timber or glulam.

The Glulam Gallery is a state-of-the-art information centre that comes with an 
exhibition hall, trade promotion centre, an auditorium, gallery, library and R&D facilities
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The side elevation in the building is rather impressive and is in direct projection of the internal space and structure.

The gallery is an ambitious project that marks technological 
advancement as the first large modern glulam structure in Malaysia.

The gallery, located on a 4.9-acre site owned by the Malaysian 
Timber Industry Board, was constructed entirely by local talents. 
It is an ambitious project that marks technological advancement 
as the first large modern glulam structure in Malaysia. 

The project has been recognised by the Malaysia Book of 
Records in March 2012 as the first completed building using 

glulam as the load-bearing structure that exceeds 80% usage 
of wood to complement the design of the iconic building.   

The desire to employ and test local hardwood glulam opens the 
way for further innovation in the field. The side elevation in the 
building is rather impressive and is in direct projection of the 
internal space and structure. Amsterdam is known for its cultural influence on the world. 

Its rich architectural heritage radiates through the streets with 
a heavy mixture of modern and classical architecture. Yet, the 
use of wood is seldom seen amongst the modern or classic 
construction. 

Due to a series of destructive fires in the 15th century, the use 
of timber as an architectural material was banned and only 
two wooden structures remain in the city. Replaced with brick, 
Amsterdam’s architecture shows no material contrast, only 
generational.

Architect Laurent Saint-Val sought to reclaim the forgotten 
wooden medium and showcased it via this modern footbridge. 
He wanted to pay homage to wood and use it as the primary 
material for the construction of the bridge. 

He derived his inspiration from the city itself. Taking into 
account the ancient use of the medium, he sought to illustrate 
a contemporary manipulation of timber in which its flexibility, 
sustainability and adaptive properties are unmatched by other 
materials.

The bridge differs from most in that it features a restaurant, bike 
shop and garden. Saint-Val stressed the importance of a bike 
shop as a means to promote sustainability and the reduction of 
automobile pollution in an urban setting.

The contemporary European character of the bridge makes 
it extremely welcoming. The excellent design of the bridge 
imitates the flow of running water, making it blend with all times, 
the present and the future, giving people a hub for cultural 
collaboration and exchange.  

Source: Photo and information credit: Laurent Saint-Val courtesy 
of Archilovers.

Wooden Footbridge, Netherlands 

The contemporary European character of the bridge makes it 
extremely welcoming.

The bridge differs from most in that it features a 
restaurant, bike shop and garden.
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Third Forum of Ministers and 
Environment Authorities of
Asia Pacific

The Hon. Puan Yeo Bee Yin, the Malaysian Minister of Energy, 
Science, Technology, Environment and Climate Change 
discussed solutions to plastic scrap imports to Malaysia, 
including repurposing the scraps for use in road building. She 
called for an international treaty to track plastic scrap movement 
between countries and labeling of plastics, so they can more 
easily be recycled, suggesting a levy on non-recyclable plastics. 

Puan Yeo also highlighted Malaysia’s target of zero single-use 
plastics by 2030, and suggested that, in addition to ‘reduce, 
reuse and recycle’, a fourth R of ‘replace’ should be introduced. 
She suggested that a charge on plastic bags, for example, 
could create a revenue stream to support policy incentives and 
research and development of sustainable alternatives.

The meeting was the first such Forum to be hosted by a Member 
State outside Bangkok, the regional secretariat of the UN 
Environment Programme (UNEP). At the close of the meeting, 
they adopted the report of the senior officials’ meeting (UNEP/
APEnvForum (3)/6) and the Chair’s summary of the ministerial 
meeting (UNEP/APEnvForum (3)/7). 

Ms. Joyce Msuya, Acting Executive Director of UNEP, delivered 
closing remarks saying that the Asia Pacific region is well 
positioned to lead the change that the world needs because 
of its dynamic private sector, its diverse set of policies across 
countries and the entrepreneurial spirit that is “in the DNA” of 
the region. 

Source: Forum of Ministers & Environment Authorities Bulletin 
             Vol. 228 No. 7 | 28 January 2019

The Third Forum of Ministers and Environment Authorities 
of Asia Pacific took place from 23-25 January 2019 in Singapore. 
The Forum focused on the theme of the forthcoming March 
2019 session of the UN Environment Assembly (UNEA-4), 
which is ‘Innovative solutions for environmental challenges and 
sustainable consumption and production (SCP)’. 

Around 575 representatives of governments, intergovernmental 
and international organisations, and Major Groups and Other 
Stakeholders (MGOS) attended the event, including 26 ministers 
and vice-ministers of environment, the President of Sri Lanka, 
the Deputy Prime Minister of Singapore and the Prime Minister 
of Tuvalu. 

Delegates shared their national actions and experiences of 
implementing solutions to SCP, discussed progress within 
the region on attaining the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) as well as provided their perspectives on draft UNEA 
resolutions proposed by Asia-Pacific countries which addressed 
issues such as marine litter, ecosystem protection, sustainable 
infrastructure, dust storms and waste management. During the 
ministerial segment, they took part in two high-level panels 
addressing policy support and financing, respectively. 

The meeting comprised a day of deliberations by MGOS, a 
senior officials’ meeting and a high-level ministerial meeting. 
Ministers convened in plenary and two Davos-style interactive 
panel sessions on innovative solutions for SCP, which addressed 
policy support and financing, respectively. They shared many 
examples of innovations in their countries and provided their 
perspectives on the proposed outcomes of UNEA-4, namely 
the draft resolutions and draft ministerial declaration. 

\

Puan Yeo Bee Yin (front row, 5th from left) with other 
dignitaries at the forum. Photo credit: IISD. 

Meeting Co-Chair, Mr. Marek Garztecki, introduced a two-page 
document containing key messages drawn from the SPM, 
explaining that the secretariat had incorporated comments 
received from delegates throughout the week and suggesting a 
paragraph-by-paragraph reading. 

Views diverged on whether GEO-6 delegates should negotiate 
this document or if it is best considered at UNEA-4. Mr. Garztecki 
suggested, and delegates agreed, to entrust any redrafting to 
the Co-Chairs who, with the support of the Bureau, GEO-6 
Secretariat, and High-level Intergovernmental and Stakeholders 
Advisory Group, would prepare a Co-Chairs’ Summary to be 
circulated to UNEA-4, alongside the GEO-6 report and SPM.

During the closing session, several delegations thanked 
the Bureau, High-level Intergovernmental and Stakeholders 
Advisory Group and GEO-6 authors for their work to ensure the 
SPM’s adoption. 

In his closing remarks, Mr. Jian Liu, UNEP Chief Scientist, thanked 
delegates for all their work in approving the SPM. 

Source: UNEP GEO Bulletin      
Vol. 182 No. 9 | 27 January 2019

The Intergovernmental Meeting on the Sixth Global 
Environment Outlook (GEO-6) Summary for Policy Makers 
(SPM) convened from 21-24 January 2019 at the UN Environment 
(UNEP) headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. The meeting was 
attended by 251 participants from 95 countries, including 26 
participants from major groups and stakeholders. 

Throughout the week, delegates discussed the SPM in order 
to reach agreement on a document that will be presented to 
the fourth session of the UN Environment Assembly (UNEA-4). 
The delegates agreed to the GEO-6 SPM and requested the 
Assessment Report Co-Chairs to formulate and forward a 
summary with key messages of the SPM to UNEA-4.

The SPM consists of five sections:

• What is the Global Environment Outlook?

• What is Happening to Our Environment and How Have  
 We Responded? 

• Effectiveness of Environmental Policies;

• Changing the Path We Are On; and

• Knowledge for Action. 

Intergovernmental Meeting on 
GEO-6 Summary for Policy Makers

The meeting in progress. Photo credit: IISD.
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Lambir Hills National Park is one of the most accessible 
of Sarawak’s national parks. It is located just 32km from Miri, 
Sarawak’s second largest city. This makes it ideal for a day visit 
but overnight accommodation at the park headquarters gives 
you time to study the wildlife at leisure. 

Scientists have long recognised Lambir Hills as one of the 
world’s most ecologically-diverse areas. When they sampled 
just 52ha of the park’s 7,000ha, they found 1,050 different 
species of trees with each species supporting 1,200 species of 
insects.

Visitors to the park may come across one of these many tree 
and insect species that exist in Lambir. You may also spot some 
of the 157 types of birds that live in the park. Other wild animals 
here include gibbons, tarsiers as well as clouded leopards. 

Lambir’s major attraction is its interesting network of jungle 
trails, most of which are interlinked. It is possible to do a few 
within a day, from a gentle 15-minute stroll to the famous Latak 
Waterfall to an arduous all-day jungle trek up the 465m high 
Bukit Lambir, which provides superb views of the rainforest 
below. 

The Latak Waterfall Trail is the shortest, easiest and best known 
of Lambir’s trails and is extremely popular with day-trippers. 
The trail has a gently sloping path shaded by tree branches and 
follows the course of a clear, fast-flowing stream. 

There are also the Pantu, Nibong, Bukit Pantu and Pantu 
Waterfalls trails.  Shortly before Latak Waterfall, the Pantu trail 
branches off to the left and leads up a series of steep steps. 
At the top of the steps, you will see a tree tower, a 40m-high 
wooden construction designed to give visitors a glimpse of life 
in the forest canopy. 

Beyond the tree tower, the trail branches off left to the Nibong 
waterfall, an ideal place to cool down after climbing the tree 
tower. A few hundred metres further along the main trail, you 
can branch out to Bukit Pantu and its superb views on the right, 
or the Pantu Waterfall on the left.

Not many visitors proceed beyond the Pantu Waterfall turnoff 
but those who do will find these longer trails and their branches 

Lambir Hills National Park, 
Sarawak

Lambir’s major attraction is its interesting network of jungle trails.
Photo credit: foursquares.com

the most rewarding. The terrain gradually rises, passing through 
rugged, dense forest filled with the sounds of Lambir’s wildlife. 

The trail up to Bukit Lambir is quite steep in parts and it is 
very interesting to observe the transition of forest types, from 
dipterocarp to heath, and the profusion of wild orchids. This 
network of jungle trails gives visitors of all ages the opportunity 
to explore the pristine rainforest of Lambir Hills. 

Source: Sarawak Forestry Corporation.

The famous Latak Waterfall. 
Photo credit: goasiaplus.com




