
Spotlight
Quality and environment-friendly
“Made-in-Malaysia” panel products

Inside 
Malaysia upping the ante in furniture value-adding 
Ensuring the competitiveness of Malaysia’s   
plywood industry
A gem in the woods

Issue: Quarter 2

2019



Dear Readers,

MTC congratulates the organisers of the Malaysian International 
Furniture Fair (MIFF) and Export Furniture Exhibition (EFE) for 
successfully staging their respective 25th and 15th editions this year. 
The holding of these two fairs, in early March each year in Kuala 
Lumpur, have gained traction and international acceptance where 
the best designs and collections of “Made-in Malaysia” furniture are 
showcased. Together, the two fairs have generated more than 
USD1 billion (RM4.2 billion) in sales, which make up about 50% of 
total annual export receipts of Malaysia’s furniture sector. About 80% 
comes from the sales of wooden furniture. Please turn to pages 4-5 
for our report on MIFF 2019 and EFE 2019.

Staying true to its mission to “Engage, Connect and Grow” with the 
industry, MTC continues to touch base with members of the Malaysian 
timber industry including furniture manufacturers through a series 
of “Industry Catch-Up” and “Outreach to Stakeholders” sessions 
in various parts of Peninsular Malaysia. MTC wishes to express its 
appreciation to the executive committees as well as members of the 
various national and state level timber and furniture associations for 
their active participation in the sessions. Please see pages 9 & 10 for 
our updates on the sessions.

In this edition’s focus on the timber industry, we feature an industry 
captain, Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman Rahman, Chairman of The 
Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association whose 
contributions to the development of the panel products industry, in 
general, and the plywood industry, in particular, have been widely 
acknowledged. Also featured are four wood-based panel products 
manufacturers, namely, Asia Plywood Company Sdn Bhd, Robin 
Resources (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd, Mieco Chipboard Bhd and Focus 
Lumber Bhd to showcase the range of panel products such as 
plywood, medium density fibreboard, particleboard and laminated 
veneer lumber manufactured in Malaysia. Please turn to pages 18-27 
for these feature articles on the industry.
  
In A CASE FOR TIMBER, we showcase “The Shorea”, a boutique eco-
resort comprising two properties, namely, The Shorea Resort and 
Shorea Estate, which sit on a 0.8-hectare undulating site within the 
Berembun Forest Reserve in Pantai, Negeri Sembilan. The resort 
is the realisation of Lai Chee Seng, a professional architect. whose 
passion for nature has inspired him to use reclaimed timbers such as 
Chengal, Balau and Merbau as well as Meranti from the project site for 
various applications throughout the resort such as roof trusses, posts 
and beams, staircases, doors and windows, sun screens, table tops, 
railings, flooring as well as decking on verandahs and along pool sides. 
For a visual tour of the resort, please turn to pages 28-32.

Happy reading!

The Editor.
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Minister of Primary Industries, The Hon. Puan Teresa Kok, 
complimented Malaysian furniture manufacturers for their role 
in exporting “Made-in-Malaysia” furniture products to over 160 
countries including the United States, Japan and Australia, and 
placing Malaysia among the top furniture exporters in the world. 
She said out of the RM9.83 billion generated from the export of 
furniture products last year, wooden furniture contributed RM7.79 
billion.

She urged the Malaysian furniture manufacturers to continue 
striving to produce high value-added products through better 
designs, functionality and green inventions, so as to ensure the 
continued success of the industry. She said this could be supported 
by the adoption of smart manufacturing to raise quality,   production 
time and replace low skilled jobs.

In addition, the government is encouraging furniture companies 
to use state-of-the-art technology and automation to improve 
productivity and competitiveness, she said in her keynote addresses 
at the opening ceremonies of the Malaysian International Furniture 
Fair (MIFF) 2019 and Export Furniture Exhibition (EFE) 2019 held in 
Kuala Lumpur from 8-11 March and 9-12 March, respectively. 

“The furniture industry in Malaysia is well developed and 
contributes significantly to the nation’s export earnings. As such, 
the government will continue to facilitate the industry’s growth 
and development, to ensure it prospers and performs even better. I 
am confident that Malaysian furniture will be able to reach greater 
heights and become a global brand,” she added.

Puan Teresa officiated the opening of MIFF on 8 March. MIFF was 
held at two venues, namely, the Malaysia International Trade & 
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MTC Chairman, Dato’ Low Kian Chuan (second from right) explaining on an 
exhibit to Puan Teresa at MTC’s booth in MIFF 2019.

Puan Teresa also visited the MTC booth at EFE 2019.
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Puan Teresa (third from left) opening MIFF 2019.

Exhibition Centre and Putra World Trade Centre. Deputy Minister 
of Primary Industries, The Hon. Datuk Seri Shamsul Iskandar Mohd 
Akin, officiated the opening of EFE on 9 March on her behalf. EFE 
was held at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre.

MIFF 2019, into its 25th edition, attracted 20,478 visitors including 
6,112 global buyers from 130 countries and regions, an increase of 
4% from last year. Visitor traffic was significantly higher from North 
America and the Far East while numbers remained stable from 
Southeast Asia, South Asia, Australasia, Europe, Africa and South 
America. A total of 600 exhibitors from 14 countries showcased 
new products and collections over a floor space of 100,000m2 

under the theme “Design Connects People”.

EFE 2019, into its 15th edition and grossing 35,000m2, drew more 
overseas buyers this year including first-time visitors. The share 

of international buyers increased 5% to 8,246, while the number 
of local visitors increased 34.43% to 5,591. The total visitor count 
increased by 15% to 13,900. More than 300 exhibitors from 
Malaysia and across Asia rolled out their new collections. The show 
witnessed the launch of more initiatives to drive design quality and 
business opportunities.

In its ongoing endeavour to assist SME members of the Malaysian 
timber industry including furniture companies to gain international 
exposure, the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) provided financial 
incentives to 27 furniture industry members to participate in MIFF 
2019 and EFE 2019. The companies, 12 in MIFF and 15 in EFE, 
reported total estimated sales of RM48.52 million. As in previous 
editions of MIFF and EFE, MTC also set up information booths at 
the two exhibitions.   

Datuk Seri Shamsul Iskandar (fourth from right) receiving a memento from 
Dato’ Low at the MTC booth in EFE 2019

Datuk Seri Shamsul Iskandar officiating the opening of EFE 2019.
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MTC Chairman, Dato’ Low Kian Chuan, led a delegation 
comprising timber industry players from Peninsular Malaysia to 
meet the Deputy Chief Minister/Minister of Trade and Industry 
Sabah, The Hon. Datuk Seri Panglima Wilfred Madius Tangau at 
his office in Kota Kinabalu on 2 May 2019.

Among the objectives of the visit was to forge closer 
collaboration between timber industry players from Peninsular 
Malaysia and Sabah in both the upstream and downstream 
sectors of the industry.

The visit was a follow-through to a meeting organised by 
MTC on 26 November 2018 in Kuala Lumpur to bring together 
timber-based manufacturers and potential investors to discuss 
about investment opportunities in Sabah in line with the state 
government’s move to ban the export of logs.   

Forging closer collaboration 
with Sabah

MTC appoints new Regional Head 
for Europe 
MTC is proud to announce the appointment of Ms. Agnes 
Seah as the new Regional Head of MTC Europe. 

Prior to joining MTC, Ms. Seah 
(pic) was the Country Manager 
of the Netherlands Foreign 
Investment Agency at the 
Embassy of The Netherlands in 
Kuala Lumpur. 

As Regional Head of MTC Europe, 
she will oversee all operations 
that represent MTC’s interest in 
the region.

Members of the Malaysian timber fraternity attended the 
64th Annual General Meeting Dinner of The Timber Exporters’ 
Association of Malaysia (TEAM) on 22 March 2019 in Kuala 
Lumpur to celebrate the establishment of the association more 
than six decades ago.

The dinner was graced by the Minister of Primary Industries, The 
Hon. Puan Teresa Kok. Among the other dignitaries present were 
The Hon. Tuan Wong Tack, Chairman of the Malaysian Timber 
Industry Board (MTIB), Dato’ Low Kian Chuan, Chairman of MTC 
and presidents of Malaysian national timber and furniture trade 
associations. 

TEAM President, Mr. Lee Leh Yew, expressed his appreciation 
to the Ministry of Primary Industries and relevant organisations 

TEAM turns 64

The Federation of Johore Furniture Manufacturers and 
Traders Association (JFA) held their 24th JFA Committee 
Inauguration Oath-Taking Ceremony on 31 May 2019 in Muar, 
Johor

24th JFA Committee Oath-Taking
The Oath Taking was led by JFA Acting President, Ms. Candice 
Lim, and witnessed by The Hon. Tuan Jimmy Puah Wee Tse, 
Johor State Exco Chairman for International Trade, Investment 
& Utilities Committee. MTC CEO, Mr. Richard Yu, was among the 
invited guests.   

The Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM), The Malaysian 
Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA) and Plus 
Intervest Sdn Bhd signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
at FRIM on 12 March 2019.

The three-party collaboration is to produce large-scale Eucalyptus 
tissue culture seedlings for the cultivation of Eucalyptus as a source 
of sustainable raw material for the production of wooden products.

The Director-General of FRIM, Dato’ Dr. Abdul Latif Mohmod signed 
on behalf of the research body. MPMA Chairman, Datuk Wira 
Sheikh Othman Rahman, and Plus Intervest’s Managing Director, 
Datuk Chua Hock Gee represented their respective association and 
company.   

Present at the MOU-signing were MTC’s CEO, Mr. Richard Yu, 
Director for Industry Development, Dr. Eric Ng, Acting Director 
for Corporate Communications, Puan Noraihan Abdul Rahman 
as well as FRIM’s Deputy Director-General (Operations), Dr. 
Khali Aziz Hamzah, relevant directors and heads of divisions.  

Collaboration to produce 
Eucalyptus tissue culture seedlings 

such as MTIB and MTC for their continuous support in 
facilitating TEAM members’ trade activities. “Coming together 
is a beginning. Keeping together is progress. Working together 
is success,” he said.   

MTC had moved its European operations from its London office 
to Rotterdam, The Netherlands, in April 2019 to better facilitate 
trade relations in the region. 

For enquiries, please contact:
Ms. Agnes Seah (agnes@mtc.com.my)
Regional Head
MTC Europe
1014, Weena 290, 10th Floor
3012 NJ Rotterdam
The Netherlands
T: +31 (0)10 282 1260
E: europe@mtc.com.my

Dato’ Low (centre right) presenting a memento to Datuk Seri Panglima Wilfred Madius.

Meeting with Sawit Kinabalu, the agency in charge of Sandakan 
Furniture Industrial Park.

Dato’ Dr. Abdul Latif (left) and Datuk Chua signing the MOU as 
Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman (standing left) and Mr. Yu look on.

Puan Teresa gracing the dinner.

Tuan Jimmy Puah (seated sixth from left) with the new committee members and invited guests.



NEWS     8 NEWS     9

Quarter 2 2019 Timber Malaysia Quarter 2 2019 Timber Malaysia

MTC being a key representative of the Malaysian timber 
industry, strongly rejects the Nordic Ecolabelling’s proposal of a 
list of 124 prohibited tree species obtained from IUCN’s Red List, 
CITES and Regnskogsfondet (Rainforest Foundation Norway) 
to protect the Intact Forest Landscape (IFL).

MTC, after elaborate deliberation and consultation with the 
stakeholders of the forestry and forest product sectors in Malaysia, 
believes that the IUCN Red List does not reflect the actual tree 
population size in any of the highlighted countries for each tree 
species included in the list of prohibited tree species. The surveys 
done on the respective tree species involved only small sample 
sizes, and most of these surveys are outdated as they were 
conducted in 1998. The validity of the surveys, upon which the 
IUCN Red List was built, is also questionable as the time from 
which the surveys were conducted, in 1998 and 2019, could mean 
that the actual tree population in the tropics has changed.

Species such as Acacia, Eucalyptus and Rubberwood, which 
are planted for timber production (with the exception of 
Rubberwood which is also for latex production) outside of the 
Permanent Reserved Forest areas, should not be included in the 
list of prohibited species nor the harvesting of these species be 
deemed illegal.

MTC rejects Nordic 
Ecolabelling’s proposal to list 
prohibited tree species

MTC, however, acknowledges CITES as its list of tree species is 
already governed for, protected and controlled under multiple 
international agreements signed by Malaysia in regulating the 
trade of timber. With Agarwood and Ramin listed in Appendix 
II of CITES, it is self-explanatory for importers of such species 
to undergo stringent procedures imposed under CITES for 
CITES-listed species.

In essence, MTC believes that the blanket ban on the tropical 
tree species could be counterproductive as it would potentially 
divert the supply of affected wood species to markets that do 
not impose the same requirement as the Nordic Ecolabelling’s 
criteria. Furthermore, the ban would restrict market access for 
legal and/or sustainable timber products certified under national 
legality verification systems and internationally-recognised 
sustainability certification schemes such as the PEFC and FSC. 
This would render any sincere conservation efforts futile. 

MTC has registered its strongest protest to the aforementioned 
list of prohibited tree species in the Nordic Ecolabelling’s 
criteria and hopes that the Nordic Ecolabelling Board will take 
into serious consideration of its stand against this proposal. 

At the request of the Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI), 
MTC Chairman, Dato’ Low Kian Chuan, chaired a meeting 
comprising rubberwood sawntimber producers, representatives 
from MPI, Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB), Malaysian 
Furniture Council, Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber 
and Furniture Entrepreneurs and MTC.

Review of sawn rubberwood 
2019 export ban

The South Asia session was attended by 91 participants.

The meeting in progress.

The Malaysian Timber Council’s (MTC) Industry Catch-Up 
Sessions 2019 were held in March, April and May with MTC Regional 
Heads for Middle East (En. Azmir Husni), South Asia (En. Khairul 
Anwar), and East Asia (Mr. Tan Ting Wai), sharing information 
on the latest market trends and developments in the respective 
regions. 

The Middle East session started on 19 March in Muar with 11 
participants, Kuala Lumpur on 20 March with 35 participants, and 
Seberang Jaya on 21 March with 30 participants. 

The session on East Asia was held on 16 April in Muar (21 participants) 
and Batu Pahat (20 participants), Kuala Lumpur on 17 April (25 
participants), and Seberang Jaya on 18 April (24 participants). 

The South Asia session was held on 7 May in Muar (32 participants) 
and Batu Pahat (18 participants), Kuala Lumpur on 8 May (18 
participants), and Seberang Jaya on 9 May (23 participants). 

MTC CEO, Mr. Richard Yu who presided the sessions, said: “It was 
also a platform where MTC engaged with industry members to 
update them on the Council’s initiatives, market developments and 
opportunities available in the respective regions.”   

MTC Industry 
Catch-up 
Sessions 2019

The Middle East session attracted 76 participants.

Abilateral meeting between the Malaysian Timber Industry 
Board (MTIB) and MTC was held to strengthen cooperation in 
the interest of the timber industry.

A range of topics pertaining to the direction of the timber 
industry was also deliberated during the meeting, which was 
held on 5 April 2019 at MTIB in Kuala Lumpur.

The meeting was co-chaired by Puan Hajah Norchahaya Hashim, 
Deputy Director-General (Management and Operations) of 
MTIB, and Mr. Richard Yu, CEO of MTC. It was also attended by 
senior officers from MTIB and MTC.   

MTC-MTIB bilateral meeting

Dato’ Low chairing the meeting. Mr. Yu leading the MTC team to all the sessions.

The meeting, held on 23 April 2019 at MTC Headquarters in Kuala 
Lumpur, was convened following requests from rubberwood 
sawntimber producers to MPI to review the export ban on sawn 
rubberwood due to high rubberwood stock. The ban has been 
enforced since July 2017.

Subsequent to the meeting, MPI through MTIB has lifted the 
export ban on sawn rubberwood by allowing an export quota 
of 50,000m3 for 2019 effective 1 July 2019.  The East Asia session was attended by 90 participants.
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MTC Outreach to Stakeholders 
As part of MTC’s enhanced collaboration with Malaysian 
timber industry players, MTC has  organised a series of meetings 
since March 2019 to interact with the exco members of various 
national and state/regional timber-related associations at 
various venues throughout Peninsular Malaysia.

The programme kicked off with a meeting with the Malaysian 
Wood Moulding & Joinery Council at MTC headquarters in 
Kuala Lumpur on 29 March, followed by meetings with the 
Penang Furniture & Timber Industry Association on 18 April in 
Seberang Jaya, Penang and The Timber Exporters’ Association 
of Malaysia on 29 April in MTC headquarters.

Technical Acquisition and 
Study Mission to China
MTC organised a Technology Acquisition and Study 
Mission to China from 25-30 March 2019 to provide exposure 
to Malaysian wood products manufacturers on the latest 
developments in woodworking and wood processing 
technologies. 

The mission was also aimed at encouraging the adoption of 
state-of-the-art manufacturing technologies for improved 
production efficiency and reduced dependency on blue-collar 
labour as well as to create opportunities for networking and 
trade with Chinese companies.

Regional Head of MTC East Asia, Mr. Tan Ting Wai, led the 
mission comprising 14 industry members from 14 companies of 
various sub-sectors of the Malaysian wood-based industry and 
a representative from the Malaysian Timber Industry Board’s 
Wood Industry Skills Development Centre, Sabah. 

To achieve the mission’s objectives, visits were organised to 
seven woodworking machinery suppliers located in Shunde, 
Foshan as well as to Interzum Guangzhou 2019, reputedly Asia’s 
most comprehensive woodworking and upholstery machinery, 
furniture production and interior décor trade fair.   

MTC organised a Technical Seminar in Batu Pahat, Johor 
on 14 May 2019 featuring the following topics:

•  “Procedures and Requirements for the Import of    
     Timber Products”; 

•  “The First Step in Industry 4.0 Journey: Mechanisation   
    & Automation (M&A) and Retrofitting”; and 

•  “Soft Financing Schemes”.

The speakers of the three papers, respectively, were                         
En. Hussain Tahir, Assistant Director of Plant Biosecurity 
Division, Department of Agriculture; Mr. Chua Kee Moh, 
Director of Bistanika Sdn Bhd; and En. Taufik Sulaiman, Head 
of Southern Region of Malaysian Industrial Development 
Finance Berhad.

The seminar was the first of MTC’s Technical Seminar 2019 
series, which served as a platform for MTC to disseminate 
information and to engage with industry players. In addition, 
the participants were able to obtain information relating 
to policy requirements and technical developments in the 

MTC Technical Seminar 2019 
wood-based sector as well as in promoting greater access 
to financing.

A total of 37 participants from 23 companies and two 
secretariat staff of the Batu Pahat Furniture Association 
attended the seminar.   

In a move to encourage furniture manufacturers and other 
wood-based industry operators to leverage on the growing wave 
of e-Commerce, MTC in collaboration with the Malaysian External 
Trade Development Corporation (MATRADE) and Malaysian 
Digital Economy Corporation (MDEC) organised a seminar entitled 
“e-Commerce: Bring Your Business Online” at MTC’s headquarters 
in Kuala Lumpur on 24 April 2019. 

Eight speakers were invited to speak on e-Commerce and how it is a 
boon for visionaries who want to expand their businesses as well as 
the facilities available and the challenges involved. They were Carol 
Fung of MDEC, Asnor Vidya Nor Azmi of MATRADE, Nianci Phang 
from Alibaba.com, Tan Chia Wei from MPay BuyMalaysia Shd Bhd, 
Dereck Ng of Mine Logistics Sdn Bhd, David Ong of MineBizs.com, 
Fabian Kong of LumahGo.com and Ng Chet Chiang of Logistics 
Worldwide Express (M) Sdn Bhd. About 50 participants from 31 
companies attended the seminar. 

MTC CEO, Mr. Richard Yu, in his welcoming remarks shared how 
e-Commerce came about in Malaysia and how an e-Commerce-
centric strategy was vital for all businesses. “We want to encourage 
our industry players to adopt e-Commerce and venture into the 
world of digital economy which is a cost-effective way of entering 
the global market,” he said.  

Getting a bigger share of the pie 
with e-Commerce

MTC also met up with the Association of Malaysian Bumiputra 
Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs on 7 May at the MTC 
headquarters, Kuala Lumpur Selangor Furniture Association 
on 29 May at Kampung Bahru Sungai Buloh, Selangor and the 
Muar Furniture Association on 10 June in Muar, Johor.

MTC CEO, Mr. Richard Yu, who led the MTC management 
team to the meetings said that the objective was to provide 
an avenue for MTC to hear directly from the industry on their 
needs and challenges as well as on how MTC can better 
collaborate with the industry to together break through to a 
higher level of success.  

The meetings were organised to interact with exco members of various national and state/regional timber associations
throughout Peninsular Malaysia.

Mr. Yu delivering his welcoming remarks.

The seminar attracted 50 participants from 31 companies.

The mission was participated by 14 industry members. Visiting a woodworking machinery supplier in Shunde.

The speakers (from left): En. Taufik, En. Hussain and Mr. Chua.
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The Malaysian Wood Expo 2019 (MWE 2019) is a show not-
to-be-missed! Jointly organised by MTC and the publisher of 
wood magazines, Panels & Furniture Group, MWE 2019 will be 
the first coming together of top exhibitors in this part of the 
world.

Scheduled to be held from 19-21 November 2019 at the Putra 
World Trade Centre in Kuala Lumpur, MWE 2019 is expected 
to attract the finest international wood-based manufacturers, 
exporters as well as woodworking machinery suppliers and 
buyers who will tap into the unlimited opportunities that some 
of the fastest-growing Southeast Asian economies have got to 
offer. 

ASEAN as the third largest economy in Asia and fifth largest 
economy in the world, offers great opportunities with its 
recovery of exports and robust domestic demand. Since 2006, 

Inaugural Malaysian Wood Expo 
to draw top exhibitors and buyers

ASEAN’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has stood steadily at 
5.3%. Total exports from the ASEAN economies rose by 14.7% 
to US$1,322 billion in 2017. With several Free Trade Agreements 
under its belt, trading with ASEAN countries will lead to a 
wealth of business opportunities.   

Ranked as the second most competitive economy within the 
ASEAN bloc, Malaysia, with its well-developed infrastructure, 
sound political climate, strategic geographical location and 
business facilities, makes it an excellent gateway into ASEAN. 
Malaysia will also be a good timber manufacturing hub for 
export to ASEAN countries which have a combined population 
of over 640 million and a GDP of US$2.8 trillion. 

Both organisers – MTC and Panels & Furniture Group – have 
pulled out all the stops to make MWE 2019 a successful event. 
MWE 2019 is going to be about the market, trends, new 
products and the place where the tendencies of tomorrow are 
going to be discovered by all. 

Endorsed by:

Supported by:
American Hardwood

Export Council 

FrenchTimber

MTC will be providing special incentives during 
MWE 2019 through its Financial Incentive for Purchase of 
Machinery (FIPM) Programme and the Import Assistance 
Programme (IAP).

The FIPM provides partial reimbursements on the machine 
price and freight charges for the purchase of machinery 
made at the duration of the MWE 2019. Reimbursements are 
based on fresh quotas of up to RM50,000 irrespective of 
previous quota utilised by companies.

These incentives are only for SMEs which are members of 
either MWIA, TEAM, MPMA, MWMJC, MFC or PEKA and 
must be involved in sawmilling or production of value-

MTC’s Incentives for MWE 2019
added wood-based products. The incentives are strictly 
for imported or locally fabricated machines showcased and 
purchased at MWE 2019.

As for the IAP, MTC has allocated a special quota of 1,500m3 

per company, which is independent of the normal IAP 
entitlement, for those with confirmed purchases of timber 
raw materials during the three days of MWE. This is also 
open to non-SMEs.

This year, MTC expanded its IAP programme to encourage 
the importation of timber raw materials, especially high 
value timber raw materials or components to augment the 
supply of local raw materials. 



MTC promoted Malaysian timber and timber products at 
the Dubai International Wood & Wood Machinery Show held 
from 12-14 March 2019 at the Dubai World Trade Centre.

Though there was a decrease in the number of trade visitors 
to the fair this year, MTC received the highest number of trade 
enquiries compared to previous years. The more than 150 
visitors to the booth comprised interior designers, importers and 
those from the joinery, carpentry and contracting companies. 
The visitors were from Qatar, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait, Iran, 
Pakistan, India, Jordan, Yemen and Bahrain, among others. 
There were about 90 trade enquiries. 

MTC draws more visitors at 
Dubai Woodshow 2019 

Korea Build 2019 was held at the Korea International 
Exhibition Centre in Goyang, South Korea, from 20-24 February. 
An international construction and building materials exhibition, 
Korea Build 2019 promoted architecture, construction products 
and services. It was one of the largest building and materials fair in 
South Korea and occupied a floor space of 70,476m2.

Korea Build 2019 registered 932 exhibitors and 180,899 visitors 
from Japan, China, the US and Germany, among others. MTC 
participated in Korea Build for the first time. Most visitors to the 
MTC booth were traders, contractors, buyers and representatives 
from decoration and/or renovation companies. MTC received a 
total of 29 trade enquiries during the five-day show.  

MTC debuts at 
Korea Build
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MTC exhibits at CIFM/Interzum 
Guangzhou 2019
The China International Furniture Machinery & Furniture 
Raw Materials Fair (CIFM) 2019 was held at the China 
Import and Export Fair Complex from 28-31 March 2019. 
CIFM 2019 is a sub-trade fair of the 43rd China International 
Furniture Fair, which was held concurrently with Interzum 
Guangzhou 2019. 

MTC participated in CIFM/Interzum Guangzhou 2019 and 
received 63 trade enquiries from 58 companies. Most of 
the visitors were local furniture manufacturers, timber 
wholesalers and traders.

A total of 1,509 companies from 38 countries exhibited in 
the fair which attracted 94,863 visitors. The total exhibition 
area in CIFM/Interzum Guangzhou 2019 was 150,000m2.   

Gulf expo draws 
more exhibitors

The 13th edition of the Gulf Construction Expo was held 
at the Bahrain International Exhibition Centre in Manama, 
Bahrain. MTC last participated in the expo in 2013 where 
there were 84 exhibitors, of which 81 were from Bahrain, 
two from Saudi Arabia and MTC was the only Malaysian 
organisation to have exhibited then.

This year, MTC occupied a shell scheme booth to promote 
Malaysian timber and timber products. The number of 
exhibitors increased to 104 where most exhibitors were 
from Bahrain. MTC received 90 visitors and 58 trade 
enquiries.  
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MTC organised a group participation for the sixth edition of 
DelhiWood, which was held at the Expo Centre and Mart in Greater 
Noida, India, from 13-16 March 2019. MTC Malaysia Pavilion occupied 
a total space of 36m2.  It was the first time that MTC constructed 
an open concept design pavilion that was eye-catching. Trade 
representatives from Canada, China, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, 
Sweden, Taiwan, Turkey and the US had also set up their respective 
country pavilions. 

This year’s exhibition saw a 30% increase in the number of 
participants and 45% of the 527 exhibitors were international 
companies. There were 25,000 trade visitors at the fair, which 
occupied a floor space of 41,250m2. Among the visitors to the 
MTC Malaysia Pavilion were manufacturers, contractors, interior 
designers, architects, sawmillers, traders and distributors.  

MTC organises Malaysia Pavilion 
at DelhiWood 2019

Showcasing Malaysian timber 
flooring at NWFA Expo
The National Wood Flooring Association (NWFA) 
Expo 2019 was held from 1-3 May 2019 at the Fort Worth 
Convention Centre in Texas,  USA. It is a trade fair dedicated 
to the hardwood flooring industry.

MTC participated in the fair with a promotional booth. Two 
Malaysian flooring manufacturers exhibited their products 
at the Expo. There were 2,611 visitors at the fair comprising 
contractors, distributors, retailers, vendors, importers and 
exporters. Of the 260 exhibitors, 13% were foreign exhibitors 
while the rest of the exhibitors were from the USA.  

Trade visitors at MTC’s booth.

MTC received 90 trade enquiries during the show.

MTC Malaysia Pavilion occupied a total space of 36m2.

MTC received 63 trade enquiries from 58 companies.

MTC received 90 visitors and 58 trade enquiries.

Trade visitors being attended to at the MTC booth.



The 17th China (Chongqing) International Green Building 
Decoration Materials Exhibition (BM China) was held at the 
Chongqing International Convention & Exhibition Centre from 
10-12 May 2019. 

There were 310 exhibitors and 35,000 visitors at the fair, which 
was spread across 25,000m2 of floor space. 

This was the first time that MTC participated in BM China, with 
a promotional booth to promote Malaysian timber and timber 
products. Most of the visitors to MTC’s booth were traders, 
manufacturers as well as exhibitors.  

MTC debuts at 
BM China

MTC participates in Bangladesh 
Wood 2019
Aimed at strengthening Malaysia’s presence in the 
Bangladesh timber market, MTC participated in the 
Bangladesh Wood International Expo 2019 (Bangladesh 
Wood) held from 20-22 June 2019 at the International 
Convention City Bashundhara (ICCB) in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Besides timber and timber products, Bangladesh Wood also 
showcased edge banding materials, polishing and buffing 
machines, panel saws and handling equipment associated 
with timber product manufacturing.

Into its fifth edition, Bangladesh Wood 2019 featured more 
than 250 exhibitors from 10 countries and received around 
14,000 visitors. Visitors to the MTC booth include traders, 
manufacturers as well as distributors of timber and timber 
products.  
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Keen interest on timber at 
Sarawak Timber & SMEs Expo
MTC attended to a stream of visitors to the MTC booth 
at the Sarawak Timber & SMEs Expo in Kuching, Sarawak 
from 27-30 June 2019. The visitors enquired about, amongst 
others, the various types of Malaysian timbers for different 
applications, the information of which was available in 
MTC’s publications distributed at the fair. 

Besides disseminating promotional materials, MTC also 
promoted its industry services and upcoming events such 
as the Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE) 2019, which will be 
held from 19-21 November 2019 in Kuala Lumpur. 

A delegation from the Sarawak Timber Industry Development 
Corporation (STIDC) led by its General Manager, Tuan Haji 
Hashim Bojet, also visited the MTC booth. STIDC was the 
organiser of the fair.  

Asia's first furniture show in 2020 With new look, designs and products

Featuring MUAR - Furniture city of Malaysia World’s biggest market place for Malaysian wood and panel furniture

Largest sourcing destination for office furniture in Southeast Asia

Malaysia and beyond Welcoming exhibitors from Asia's and other furniture leading countries

Visa friendly Malaysia Attracting thousands of buyers from 140 countries and regions every year

Reinventing lifestyles and smart designs for global furniture trade

Featuring :

MIFF OFFICE MIFF Timber Mart

Organised by :

T +60 3 9771 2688
F +60 3 9771 2799
E info@miff.com.my

Strategic Partner :

6-9 MARCH
MITEC & PWTC
Kuala Lumpur

www.miff.com.my

Leading Furniture Trade Show 
in Southeast Asia

Visitors at the MTC booth.

Timber products manufacturers were among the visitors to MTC booth.

Providing information on MWE 2019 to visitors at the expo.



Ensuring the competitiveness of 
Malaysia’s plywood industry 

Helming the association that represents the second largest 
export earner among Malaysia’s many timber industry sectors and 
ensuring its competitiveness is no easy task. Here’s where Datuk 
Wira Sheikh Othman has to delve into his decades-long industry 
experience to ensure that the plywood industry remains resilient 
and continues to generate the export earnings, which for year 2018 
alone amounted to RM4.58 billion. In the first five months of 2019, 
exports were in excess of RM1.6 billion. 

Together with export receipts from other panel products such as 
veneers, fibreboards and chipboards, whose manufacturers are 
also members of MPMA, the sector raked in a total of RM6.55 billion 
last year. However, the lion’s share belonged to the plywood sector, 
exports of which really took off in the mid-1960s although Malaysia 
started producing plywood since the 1940s, said Datuk Wira Sheikh 
Othman, who started his career in Mentiga Corporation Sdn Bhd in 
1978 as a Personnel Manager before assuming the CEO’s post in 
the plywood company six years later.

“The plywood and veneer industry in Peninsular Malaysia expanded 
rapidly in the 1960s and 1970s when many markets like the USA, 
Europe, Korea and Japan began appreciating the high quality and 
technical reliability of Malaysian plywood. This was followed by a 
second phase of expansion during the 1980s and early 1990s,” he 
said, adding that some of the longer established mills are located 
in Peninsular Malaysia while the newer ones are established in the 
East Malaysian states of Sabah and Sarawak.  

Besides export growth, the expansion of the plywood industry 
was also stimulated by the availability of raw materials, good 
infrastructure and the government’s encouragement for more 
domestic processing of logs. After achieving considerable growth 
over three decades, the plywood industry in Peninsular Malaysia 
found itself facing a convergence of several adverse developments, 
foremost of which was the strong competition from other 
producers of tropical plywood such as Indonesia and Brazil as well 
as from its counterparts in Sabah and Sarawak.

The expansion of the industry also resulted in excess installed 
capacity when the competition for locally produced logs with the 
sawmilling sector reduced the once-readily available log supplies. 
The reduced annual coupes with the implementation of sustainable 
forest management also caused the supply-demand gap to widen 
further and this contributed to the increase in log prices. The Asian 
currency crisis in the late 1970s which resulted in the economic 
downturn of countries in the region including Malaysia also brought 
about depressed international plywood prices. 

Although there had been some contraction in the industry which 
resulted in a few mills ceasing operations, some other manufacturers 
had sought to cope with the raw material situation by installing 
more efficient equipment and machinery to improve recovery. On 
the positive side too was the increasing uptake of plywood by the 
domestic market for uses such as furniture and interior fittings as 
well as arising from Malaysia’s rapid economic growth in which 
development of the housing and construction sectors have been 
strong contributors.

“With capacity rationalisation and production shifts to more value-
added products, coupled with niche marketing, the plywood 
industry has managed to remain resilient,” said Datuk Wira Sheikh 
Othman who has been Chairman of MPMA since 1995.

On the types of plywood produced by Malaysia, he said the 
products include common veneer-faced plywood, decorative 
plywood, overlaid plywood such as printed paper and polyester 
plywood, phenolic film-faced plywood, plywood for concrete 
formwork and container flooring, and marine plywood. The 
standard panel sizes are 1,200 x 2,400mm (4’ x 8’), 915 x 2,135 
mm (3’ x 7’) and 915 x 1,830mm (3’ x 6’) as well as customised 
sizes. Common thickness ranges from 3-25mm in 3 up to 13 plies. 
The Malaysian timber species popular for plywood surfaces 
are Bintangor, Kembang Semangkok, Keruing, Mengkulang, 
Meranti, Mersawa, Nyatoh and Sepetir.

As for the types of adhesives commonly used, they include 
Urea Formaldehyde for Moisture Resistant grade, or Phenol 
Formaldehyde or Phenol Resorcinol Formaldehyde for Water 
and Boil Proof grade. Low concentrations of formaldehyde 
formulations ensure compliance with emission level requirements 
such as E0 and E1, he said, adding that Malaysian plywood is also 
produced in compliance with internationally recognised standards 
such as California Air Resources Board (CARB), British Standards 
(BS), European Standards (EN), ISO Standards and Japanese 
Agricultural Standard (JAS). 

To ensure long-term supply of raw materials including alternative 
raw materials for the industry, MPMA has embarked on several 
initiatives including collaborations with China’s Linyi Panel Products 
Chamber of Commerce to conduct research and development of 
Oil Palm Trunk as an alternative material for plywood production. 
MPMA is also collaborating with the Forest Research Institute 
Malaysia (FRIM), Universiti Putra Malaysia, Malaysian Timber 
Industry Board, Malaysian Timber Council and Plus Intervest Sdn 
Bhd to produce large-scale Eucalyptus tissue culture seedlings for 
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Chairman of The Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association 
(MPMA), Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman Rahman, shares with TIMBER MALAYSIA 
his experiences and thoughts on what it takes to maintain the sustainability 
of the Malaysian plywood industry and how to move the sector forward.

Flush door panel.
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the cultivation of Eucalyptus as a source of sustainable raw material 
for the production of wooden products including plywood.

In another MPMA-FRIM collaboration, plywood produced 
from five-year-old Eucalyptus trees harvested from a FRIM 
research plantation in the Malaysian state of Melaka was used 
for the production of container flooring as well as Marine Grade 
plywood. Besides which, MPMA had also signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding with PalmwoodNet Core Team of Germany to 
develop, supply and promote the knowhow and technology for 
sustainable and best possible utilisation of oil palm wood. MPMA’s 
latest initiative is to cooperate with Sabah Softwoods Bhd on a 
community tree-planting programme, the objectives of which 
include helping to increase the living standard of the local people.

“Our objective through these and other initiatives is to ensure 
that the plywood industry has long term sufficient supply of 
raw materials to remain sustainable and continue to contribute 
significantly towards the timber industry’s target of achieving 
RM25 billion in export earnings by the year 2020, as spelt out 
in the National Timber Industry Policy (NATIP),” said Datuk Wira 
Sheikh Othman.   

Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman Rahman has been Chairman of MPMA since 1995.



Founded in year 1964, Asia Plywood Company Sdn Bhd is 
a Malaysian-based plywood mill that supplies premium grade 
commercial plywood to over 20 global markets in various 
regions throughout the world.

The company’s principal businesses are plywood manufacturing 
and export, veneer manufacturing and distribution as well as 
logging and trading.

Says Managing Director, Mr. Tan Boon Huat: “We have factories 
located in Kedah, operated by 1,000 staff. With twenty-five 
acres of land including factory and office with 15,000m3 of 
monthly production capacity, Asia Plywood Company is the 
largest plywood mill based in Peninsular Malaysia and one of 
the largest in Malaysia.”  

Asia Plywood Company enforces a strict quality-control process 
and uses the highest quality Japanese machinery, which are 
inspected and serviced regularly to ensure optimum working 
performance throughout the manufacturing process.

Adds Mr. Tan: “We are proud of our fully-optimised production 
facility introduced in mid-2009 in our Kedah mill to handle the 
growing needs of our importers. It is also to continue to meet 
the record demand our brand has created throughout the globe.  

“Despite our long-standing presence, we are always seeking 
new opportunities to do business and are continually striving 

Asia Plywood Company
Celebrating 55 years of time-proven expertise in plywood manufacturing

United States. For plywood products sold to the European 
markets, we manufacture in accordance with CE2+ standard.”  

As for marine plywood, the company’s panels have been utilised 
throughout the world for the most rigorous of applications, 
including weathering Malaysia’s own tropical elements on the 
exteriors of high-rise buildings as well as for high performance 
luxury yacht building in the UK. 

Its marine plywood panels are constructed of 100% Phenol 
Formaldehyde (Class E1) adhesive and manufactured according 
to British Standard 1088 (BS1088). The product is independently 
audited and certified to the Q-Mark standard by Exova BM 
Trada. The panels are available in thicknesses ranging from 
6-25mm and sizes of 1,220mm and 2,440mm.

Asia Plywood has since diversified into many different markets 
for plywood such as Japan and the USA market. For Japan 
Market, the company has many different types of product 
such as Ordinary Plywood (OP), Concrete Plywood (CP), and 
Structural Plywood (SP) all with third party certification to meet 
the Japanese Agricultural Standard (JAS). JAS is known as one 
of the strictest standard for plywood which Asia Plywood is 
able to achieve thanks to their capable management and high-
tech Japanese machinery.
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For the American market Asia Plywood produces a special 
plywood called Birch Faced Plywood with UV coating. It’s a 
special product where the veneer core is specially selected to 
ensure the quality before going through a calibrating sander 
to ensure the platform to be as flat as possible only then it is 
laid with high quality Birch on the face and back. Which then 
go through a strict grading selection before coating it with UV 
finishing. As Asia Plywood has kept up with all standards and 
quality, the product is also certified by a third party for American 
standard CARB, and U.S. EPA TSCA TITLE VI. 

“In our commitment to provide plywood products that are 
sourced from responsibly managed forests, Asia Plywood 
Company is proud to produce and supply MTCS/PEFC certified 
tropical wood material to all of our customers.  We are also one 
of the earliest Malaysian mills to supply FSC-certified products.

“Buyers and their representatives are welcomed to inspect the 
production processes at our mill.  We are proud of our state-of-
the-art production facility in Sungai Petani, Kedah, which was 
master-planned to increase output by 100%, while reducing 
its carbon footprint with improved timber recovery and more 
efficient manufacturing processes,” says Mr. Tan. 
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to expand our reach throughout the globe. We enjoy working 
with importers, large and small, and handle orders by a few 
containers, or as large as several thousand cubic meters at once. 
We always seek feedback and ways to improve our products 
and service which many customers have found to be helpful. 

“Our primary export is BB/CC grade Meranti sheets with 
uniform colour and grade throughout.  We can provide colour 
sorting based on buyer preferences as well.  We conform to 
IHPA grading specifications for our products exported to the 



Robin Resources

For more than two decades, Robin Resources (Malaysia) 
Sdn Bhd has adhered to its core values of delivering high quality 
Medium Density Fibreboard (MDF) products consistently and 
reliably to its clients, many of whom are now repeat customers. 

“We are renowned for our service culture in an industry that is 
typically commodity focused. Our approach is simple, that is to 
ensure quality in products, reliability in service and customers’ 
needs comes first,” according to Mr. Helal Ahmed, COO of Robin 
Resources.

Established in 1994 with an initial investment of US$50 million, 
Robin Resources started producing MDF using rubberwood as 
its raw materials in its 57-acre site in Mentakab, Pahang.

Robin Resources’ production capacity has grown from 
100,000m3 in the 1996 to surpass the designed capacity of 
135,000m3 by 1999 and continued to grow to a maximum of 
195,000m3 in 2010. 

Having a vision for quality, reliability and consistency  
in its products and services

In line with the increased output, Robin Resources also improved 
the quality and the variety of its products to offer more choices 
to the market. Robin Resources invested in a German Burkle 
direct printing line in 2003 to provide better value to its MDF.

The design capacity of its 2.6m x 28m Dieffenbacher Continuous 
Press was 400m3 per day but with machinery improvement 
modifications and with an efficient and dedicated workforce, 
Robin Resources has managed to increase the capacity up to 
an average of 650m3 per day.

Elaborating on some of Robin Resources’ products, Mr. Ahmed 
said its High Moisture Resistant V313 MDF utilises melamine 
urea formaldehyde resin to enhance its physical properties to 
meet the stringent V313 Wet Cyclic Test. This is to provide a 
suitable material for products such as kitchen cabinets, skirtings, 
mouldings, architraves, shelving and bathroom vanities installed 
in high moisture conditions.

On its Flame Retardant (FR) Class 1 MDF, it is specially made 
for critical applications where Class 1 flame retardant material is 
required. Robin Resources’ FR 1 MDF has a significantly delayed 
combustion and does not contribute to flame spread. It is ideal 
for interior and non-structural use, especially in public areas 
such as schools, hotels, hospitals, airports and theaters. 

Robin Resources uses mainly plantation-growth rubberwood 
and Acacia as well as timber residue such as slabs, off-cuts 
and peeler cores as its raw materials for producing MDF. All 
the raw materials are sourced locally, only from strictly legal 
establishments.

To ensure sustainability in its wood supply, Robin Resources took 
a giant step forward in 2004 by investing in Robina Plantation 
Sdn. Bhd., to plant, manage and harvest a 15,000-acre Acacia 
plantation ideally located about 25km from the factory. 

As part of its corporate responsibility in ensuring a better 
environment for the future and quality credentials for its 
products, Robin Resources has pursued and obtained JIS, 
CARB P2 and P1 as well as PEFC certification.  
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Mr. Helal Ahmed.



MIECO Chipboard Bhd (MIECO) is the first Malaysian company 
to produce chipboard using rubberwood residue. The company 
pride itself as the first chipboard manufacturer in Malaysia to invest 
in leading edge state-of-the-art German technology – both the 
Dieffenbacher and Siempelkamp. Having commissioned its first 
production line in 1976, MIECO has developed more than 42 years 
of experience in chipboard manufacturing.

The company has been listed on the Main Board of Bursa Malaysia 
(previously known as Kuala Lumpur Stock Exchange) since 1988. 
Upon the completion of the acquisition of Great Platform Sdn Bhd 

MIECO Chipboard Modern technology working with nature

“Not only that, MIECO is also able to produce the Super E0 
particleboard (or referred to as the F-4 Star grade in Japan), 
designed with very low formaldehyde emission, meeting the Japan 
Industrial’s Standard (JIS).”  

MIECO has also secured a significant number of Ecolabels that 
meet international recognition for its environmental commitment. 
This includes the US EPA, MyHijau mark product certification, 
Singapore Green Label Certification by the Singapore Environment 
Council and also the Chain of Custody (COC) under the Programme 
for the Endorsement Forest Certification (PEFC) Standards (PEFC 
St 2002:2013).

MIECO recognises the importance of managing its sustainable 
drivers in driving growth for the company including its economic, 
environment and social goals. MIECO has been accredited by AJA 
EQS Certification Malaysia and attained the ISO EMS 14001:2015 
Environmental Management System. 

MIECO is also accredited with Malaysian Standard (MS) which 
is affiliated under International Standard Organization (ISO) 
for ISO 9001:2015 Quality Management System, a fundamental 
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certification for JIS, CARB/EPA & PEFC-COC. Also, MIECO has 
certified their occupational safety management systems in line 
with Occupational Health and Safety Management System OHSAS 
18001:2007, to ensure the best practices in its operations. 

Under MIECO’s Corporate Mission of emphasising on dynamic 
innovation and creating value in all its products and services, MIECO 
has developed and expanded further into value-added products, 
the MIECO Decorative Melamine Faced Chipboard (MFC). This 
board is widely used for interior decoration applications for home, 
kitchen, bathroom vanity, office furniture and renovations. In 2019 
alone, MIECO MFC collection offers more than 140 colour design 
options ranging from solid colours, wood, fabric to décor to the 
market, from 126 colours in 2018.

Besides establishing a dominant presence in the domestic market, 
MIECO also exports globally, to the India subcontinent, Middle East 
and Asia Pacific, registering a revenue exceeding RM300 million 
yearly and has become a major player in the chipboard industry. 

“We believe in the concept of applying modern technology while 
working with nature. We also emphasise on dynamic innovation 
and creating value in all our products and services as a wood-based 
company. We pledge to strive for total quality and excellence in 
Malaysia and beyond,” says Mr. Ng.   

in February 2018, MIECO now has a total annual production capacity 
of over 1,000,000m3 per annum and multiple manufacturing plants 
across locations in Pahang and Negeri Sembilan. 

Says Mr. Keith Ng, Executive Director of MIECO: “With the growing 
concern for the environment, MIECO has been focusing on creating 
more eco-friendly products. MIECO’s chipboards meet and comply 
to international quality standards such as European Community’s 
BS EN 312, applicable for both moisture-resistant and non-moisture 
resistant board. 
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Since the commencement of its plant’s operations in 
Keningau, Sabah in 1990, Focus Lumber Bhd has been very 
focused in plywood manufacturing. Our most significant 
achievement is that we have grown from strength to strength 
and become a major plywood manufacturer in Malaysia, says 
MD Mr. Lin Hao Wen.

Incorporated in Malaysia on 30 October 1989 as a private 
limited liability company, Focus Lumber was subsequently 
listed on the Main Board of Bursa Securities on 28 April 2011. 
Its principal activities are manufacturing and sale of plywood, 
veneer, Laminated Veneer Lumber (LVL), and investment 
holding. Plywood is the core product, generating the bulk of 
the group’s revenue. 

Adds Mr. Lim: “Our company also emphasises on 
environmentally friendly manufacturing. It was the first 
Malaysian plywood company certified as a CARB Certified 
Manufacturer on 2 October 2008 by Professional Service 
Industries, Inc., a CARB authorised third-party certifier. 

“In addition, we were also awarded with the JAS certification 
by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Japan 
in 2009 as a proven qualified plywood manufacturer. The JAS 

Focus Lumber
Emphasising on environmentally friendly manufacturing
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certification signifies the acknowledgement and endorsement 
of the high quality of the group’s products which will enhance 
customers’ confidence.

“In January 2013, our company was accredited as a certified 
Lacey Compliant Wood Products Manufacturer by Benchmark 
International, LLC (BMH) under the BMH Lacey Compliance 
Verification (LCV) Program, affirming the legality of sourced 
forest products used in the manufacturing of our products. 

“This certification will give our US customers a higher degree 
of confidence and helps protect them from heavy civil and 
criminal penalties that can result from violating the Lacey Act.”

Over the years, the group has invested in advanced machineries 
to enhance the efficiency of its manufacturing processes. As 
such, the group is able to blend its management’s technical 
know-how with ability in operating the advance machineries 
to produce quality products.

For continuous quality improvement, the company added 
a Meinan SBAL-4 Rotary Lathe machine into the existing 

production line in 2003. In 2007, it added another upgraded 
Meinan Rotary Lathe machine into its production line. 

In order to cope with increasing demand, the company added 
a Sunway four deck automatic Roller Dryer, which enabled 
the plant to expand its production capacity. A new Kikukawa 
sanding machine with computer-aided thickness detection was 
installed. The group also acquired a Blue Cube formaldehyde 
emissions testing machine from the USA. 

“As part of its growth strategy, Focus Lumber started a new 
production line for the manufacturing and sale of LVL in March 
2010. We use recycled wood chips and veneer slips to produce 
like products whereby we use multiple layers of thin wood and 
veneer assembled with adhesives.

“This product is extremely strong in nature. It is commonly used 
in the construction industry for structural integrity, production 
of high-value furniture, housing materials and value-added 
products in target market such as the US, Taiwan and Japan,” 
said Mr. Lim.   
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A gem in the woods

Nestled in a forest reserve, The Shorea Resorts 
is a tranquil abode which showcases the majesty 

and structural integrity of tropical timbers 
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You will take a deep breath when you realise that nothing 
separates you from the ravine that is less than a metre away 
from your car as you negotiate the bends and curves in the 
woods which lead up to The Shorea Resorts in Pantai, Negeri 
Sembilan.

Nestled in the lush greenery of the Berembun Forest Reserve, 
this boutique eco-resort is one of Malaysia’s many nature-
inspired vacation spots. Loaded with tropical goodness, The 
Shorea Resorts, which spreads across 0.8 ha has two properties 
– The Shorea Resort and Shorea Estate.

Shorea Resort was built in 2011 while Shorea Estate came into 
being in 2016.

Cradled in the arms of the forest reserve, this heavenly resort 
does not only sit snugly in its verdant environment but goes a 
step further by utilising the greenest of building materials which 
is timber.

Reclaimed timbers such as Chengal, Balau, and Merbau have 
come full circle as they show their strength as sturdy, first-class 
tropical timbers in these woods. The Shorea stands resolute 
in its built form with Chengal making up its roof, beams and 
staircases while Balau provides for firm footing as flooring 
material and the sundecks stand as testaments to the hardiness 
of Merbau. The timbers are also used as “screens” to separate 
the two main infinity pools from each villa.

One of the villas at The Shorea in its “wooden’’ splendor.

“Travelling through the Himalayan mountains and coming across 
private retreats in mountain destinations gave us the idea to 
come up with something similar,” said Lai Chee Seng, Director 
of The Shorea Resorts Sdn Bhd.

The resort’s architecture also centres on the use of natural 
slates, stones and reclaimed terracotta roof tiles. These natural 
building materials further heighten The Shorea’s appeal as an 
eco-resort. 

Sourced from various timber junkyards in Jelebu and Labu, 
Negeri Sembilan, good care has gone into maintaining the 
reclaimed timbers which include regular varnishing of the 
outdoor decks and annual waxing of the timber floors. 

Each villa comes with a private balcony which offers a fantastic 
view of the Malaysian rainforest and hills. They also come with 
attached semi-outdoor bathrooms with bathtubs. Most of the 
villas have a kitchen with stove, rice cooker and refrigerator. 
Guests can prepare their own meals in the privacy of their villa 
or use the common dining area, the Shorea Dining Pavilion, 
where there is a common kitchen, oven as well as a selection of 
herbs which are grown on the grounds of the property.

“We provide the ‘farm-to-table’ type of cuisine for our guests. 
We have herbs and other vegetation such as mulberry, rosemary, 
lemon grass, parsley and spring onions which both guests and 
our chef can use,” said Lai.

Most of the timbers used for the construction of the resort have been retrieved from 
timber junkyards in Negeri Sembilan.
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Chengal bridges one villa to another.

The Shorea Estate is a little more secluded and the Shorea Resort 
offers villas which are both air-conditioned and those which are 
naturally ventilated, thanks to a clever architecture which taps 
into the best of timber-based structures in the tropics.

The Shorea Resorts is a nice getaway if you want to unwind in 
the arms of nature and feel its splendour when you come into 
contact with the wood applications in the resort which reflect 
the superiority of Malaysian hardwoods that are regarded 
among the finest in the world. 

32

Quarter 2 2019 Timber Malaysia

The Superior Dome, which opened as the “world’s largest 
wooden dome” in September 1991, is a domed stadium on 
the campus of Northern Michigan University in Marquette, 
Michigan, in the United States. It is home to the Northern 
Michigan Wildcat football team as well as their Marching Band, 
and a variety of other campus and community events. 

The dome is 44m tall, has a diameter of 163m, covers an area 
of 21,000m2, and has a volume of 16,135,907ft3. It is a geodesic 
dome constructed with 781 Douglas fir beams and 174.6km of 
fir decking. 

The dome is designed to support snow up to 60 pounds per 
square foot and withstand 130km/h winds. It has a permanent 
seating capacity of 8,000, though the building can hold as 
many as 16,000 people. The 2010 edition of Guinness World 
Records listed it as the fifth-largest dome and largest wooden 
dome in the world. 

The construction was completed in two phases. Phase I was 
completed in August 1991 and included the construction of the 

Superior Dome, Michigan, USA

The Superior Dome is 44m tall. Photo credit: Bing images.

The dome was constructed with 781 Douglas fir beams.
Photo credit: Bing images.
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domed complex. Phase II, completed in May 1995, added locker 
rooms, department offices, meeting rooms, concession areas, a 
retail store and other building amenities. The total cost for the 
Superior Dome stands at US$23.9 million. 

The dome features a retractable artificial turf carpet, the 
largest of its kind in the world. When extended, the turf can 
accommodate football, soccer and field hockey. Underneath 
the carpet is a synthetic playing surface that features three 
basketball/volleyball courts, two tennis courts and a 200m 
track. 

The Superior Dome is also host to a number of campus and 
community events, including Michigan High School Athletic 
Association football regular season and playoff games, trade 
shows (approximately 9,300m2 of space), conventions, 
conferences, banquets, high school track meets, the Upper 
Peninsula “Band Day” competition/exhibition, Special Olympics, 
and NMU’s commencement exercises, to name a few. 

Source: Wikipedia.

Chengal holds it all together as beams and roof trusses.

Soothing to the eye and spirit, The Shorea, is surrounded by 
greenery with Merbau, Chengal and Balau making up the decks, 
flooring and staircases. 

A CASE FOR TIMBER   A CASE FOR TIMBER



4th Session of UN Environment 
Assembly

EU, which they saw as a direct attack on their most important 
commodity exports. Some argued the issue should be left to 
the Food and Agriculture Organization, not the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP).  

While delegations interested in the two topics complained about 
a handful of countries blocking consensus on any compromise 
proposal, the proponents themselves professed not to be 
discouraged. Both the EU and Switzerland said it was useful just 
to “get the conversation started” on these topics and getting 
others interested in further exploring the issues involved, and 
both promised to re-introduce the topic at UNEA-5. 

Despite some disappointment, many participants did express 
satisfaction with the outcomes. The negotiators themselves 
tended to look at the results more philosophically. “When you 
are dealing with a universal body like UNEA, nobody gets 
everything they want,” explained one veteran. 

During the closing plenary on 15 March, delegates adopted 
a Ministerial Declaration, 23 resolutions and three decisions, 
addressing shared and emerging global environmental issues. 
UNEA-4 also adopted the UNEP Programme of Work and 
budget for the 2020-21 biennium and launched the Sixth Global 
Environment Outlook report. 

Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin,       
             Vol. 16 No. 153 | 18 March 2019

The 4th session of the United Nations Environment Assembly 
(UNEA-4) took place from 11-15 March 2019 in Nairobi, Kenya, at 
the UN Offices at Nairobi (UNON) with the theme of “Innovative 
solutions for environmental challenges and sustainable 
consumption and production”. 

The conference attracted a record number of participants, with 
five Heads of State and Government, 157 ministers and deputy 
ministers and almost 5,000 participants from 179 countries 
attending the Assembly and its related events during the week. 
The Assembly included plenary sessions, leadership dialogues 
and a multi-stakeholder dialogue, and took place concurrently 
with many events at UNON.

Delegates arrived in sunny Nairobi facing a heavy workload 
for the fourth sessions of the Open-ended Committee of 
Permanent Representatives (OECPR-4) and UNEA-4, with 
a record number of 29 draft resolutions and decision papers, 
almost twice the number under consideration at UNEA-3, on 
the broadest variety of topics. 

Some of the most contentious issues submitted for UNEA 
consideration were the draft resolutions on geoengineering and 
on deforestation, which were withdrawn after the meeting failed 
to achieve consensus despite arduous negotiations into the 
closing hours of UNEA-4. The proponents vowed to continue 
the debate at UNEA-5. 

Several developing countries resisted the resolution on 
deforestation and agricultural supply chains submitted by the 

\

The conference attracted a record number of participants.
Photo credit: IISD
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All panels were intended to be interactive, to promote exchange 
of information and perspectives. Not all achieved this goal: 
some were well-attended and had an engaged audience, others 
had a reserved audience or half-empty room. 

A notable standout was a panel on mobilising private sector 
action, which attracted a full house as members sought counsel 
on how to re-engage business and industry in UNFF work, and to 
get them to more actively participate in UNSPF implementation 
and partner in sustainable forest management.

Many delegates indicated satisfaction with the progress 
reported on developing a core set of forest indicators to be 
used in national reporting, capacity-building efforts for national 
reporting, efforts to raise awareness about the GFGs, and 
synching cooperation and enhancing collaboration among CPF 
organisations on UNSPF-related issues. 

Particular praise was showered on the Global Forest Financing 
Facilitation Network for its role to help design national forest 
financing strategies, mobilise and access existing financing 
sources, create a clearinghouse and database on financing 
opportunities, and liaise with the Green Climate Fund. 

Despite the ruts and dustups along the way, most UNFF14 
participants were optimistic that the messages sent, including 
warnings of possible contribution cuts, may be getting through 
to the UN bureaucracy and these issues can be resolved by 
UNFF15 if governments “keep the heat on. 

Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin, Vol. 13 No. 215 | 13 May 2019

The 14th session of the UN Forum on Forests (UNFF14) held 
technical discussions on implementation of the UN Strategic 
Plan for Forests 2017-2030 (UNSPF), taking into account the 
review cycle of the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development (HLPF). 

As outlined in the current format for the Forum’s two-
year thematic cycles, 2019 was to comprise discussions on 
implementation and technical advice and 2020 will focus on 
policy dialogue, development, and decision-making.

Meeting from 6-10 May 2019 at UN Headquarters in New 
York, 300 participants from Member States, international 
organisations, the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF), 
and Major Groups participated in three thematic technical panel 
discussions on links between the Global Forest Goals (GFGs), 
and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) under review 
by the HLPF

Technical panel sessions were also held on other topics including 
implementation of the UNSPF, Monitoring, Assessment and 
Reporting, Means of Implementation, and Communication and 
Outreach.

Much of the UNFF14 schedule was occupied by 11 panels, three 
on the themes targeted for this year’s review of the SDGs by the 
HLPF, with the rest taking stock of the components of the UNSPF 
and the contributions of various actors to its implementation. 

14th Session of UN Forum 
on Forests

Much of the UNFF14 schedule was occupied by 11 panels. Photo credit: IISD.
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49th Session of the 
Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change

Following lengthy discussions on how to reflect the lack of 
consensus in the decision text, the Panel agreed to refer to 
Principle 10(b), which sets out the procedure when there are 
differing views and where consensus cannot be reached, and to 
include the text of the principle in a footnote. 

IPCC-49 also adopted decisions on:

• guidance to the Board of Trustees on the use of the IPCC    
  Scholarship Programme Fund; 

• beginning preparatory work during the sixth assessment    
   cycle for a methodological report on short-lived climate forces  
   to be completed during the seventh assessment cycle; and

• the Trust Fund Programme and Budget.

During IPCC-49, the Panel also took note of reports on, inter 
alia, progress made by the Task Group on the Organization of 
the Future Work of the IPCC in Light of the Global Stocktake 
and progress by the Task Force on National Greenhouse Gas 
Inventories and the three IPCC Working Groups.

In closing, IPCC Chair Hoesung Lee said that the acceptance 
of the 2019 Refinement will help countries build trust in 
international processes and will ensure consistency and 
comparability of national reporting. 

Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin, Vol. 12 No. 748 | 15 May 2019

The 49th session of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC-49) convened from 8-12 May 2019, in Kyoto, 
Japan. The session brought together more than 380 participants 
from over 120 countries and adopted the Overview Chapter of 
the 2019 Refinement to the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National 
Greenhouse Gas Inventories (2019 Refinement) and accepted 
the underlying report.

A small number of delegates registered their objection to what 
they considered inconsistent treatment in the report of fugitive 
emissions from oil and gas exploration on the one hand and coal 
exploration on the other. 

There were moments of genuine concern that the scientific 
integrity of the process would be compromised. Eventhough 
the underlying report is the purview of the chapter scientists 
and authors (governments are only supposed to approve the 
Overview Chapter), revisions were made during discussions 
in Kyoto to the underlying report as well as to the Overview 
Chapter. 

Changes made included those relating to afforestation, 
forestry, and land use, namely reporting the impact of natural 
disturbances, approaches to separating human effects from 
natural ones when estimating wetland emissions, and biochar. 
The authors, however, agreed to the changes and they remain 
responsible for the underlying report. 

\

The session brought together more than 380 participants 
from over 120 countries. Photo credit: IISD. 
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Parties were unable to advance several issues, including the 
issue of the Adaptation Fund’s Board membership, with parties 
diverging on the need to reform the Board once it transitions 
from serving the Kyoto Protocol to exclusively serving the 
Paris Agreement. The outcome on common time frames of 
future nationally determined contributions was procedural, to 
continue consideration of the issue without intersessional work 
or agreeing to a deadline to reach agreement.  

Several parties were deeply disappointed with the outcomes 
related to scientific issues. Most notably, many delegates and 
civil society demonstrated and repeated the mantra “Science 
is not negotiable” to express their frustration with the outcome 
on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
Special Report on 1.5°C of Global Warming. Parties agreed to 
thank the IPCC for its work on the report but did not engage in 
substantive discussions of its findings as many had hoped.

Over 3,300 delegates gathered in Bonn including over 1,900 
government delegates, 1,300 representatives of observer 
organisations with close to 1,100 representatives of non-
governmental organisations, and nearly 60 members of the 
media. 

Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin,     
             Vol. 12 No. 759 | 30 June 2019

The Bonn Climate Change Conference held from 17-27 June 
2019 was meant to advance work on several issues to facilitate 
implementation of the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change and its Paris Agreement, due for completion 
at the Santiago Climate Change Conference in December 2019. 
Delegates made progress on several issues, including: 

•Paris Agreement Article 6 (market and non-market           
  cooperative approaches): On the only outstanding   
  issue from the Katowice Climate Package, the   
  rulebook of the Paris Agreement, parties brought   
  forward the work undertaken in Katowice and worked  
  to ensure that all views were reflected in the draft   
  texts produced by the Co-Facilitators. Parties agreed   
  to work in Santiago on the basis of the Co-Facilitators’ texts; 

•Terms of Reference (ToR) for the review of the Warsaw  
  International Mechanism on Loss and Damage associated  
  with Climate Change Impacts (WIM): The ToR were adopted,   
  setting out the scope, inputs and other aspects of the review   
  of the WIM, a mechanism important to developing countries;

•Reporting tables and other issues related to the transparency     
  framework under the Paris Agreement:Parties agreed to     
  intersessional work, and to forward informal notes developed  
  by the Co-Facilitators to advance discussions in Santiago; and

• Koronivia Joint Work on Agriculture: Countrie welcomed and      
  set the themes for an upcoming intersessional workshop on     
  sustainable land and water management as well as strategies           
  and modalities to scale up practices and technologies to increase   
  resilience and sustainable production.

Bonn Climate Change Conference

Over 3,300 delegates gathered in Bonn.
Photo credit: IISD.
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Minister of Primary Industries, The Hon. Puan Teresa Kok 
during a working visit to Sabah, launched a tree-planting campaign 
at the Sungai Pin Supu Forest Reserve on 30 March 2019. 

The Minister said that the federal government has pledged to 
assist Sabah in its reforestation efforts by planting one million 
trees over 10 years to rehabilitate the degraded forest and for 
wildlife conservation. 

She said this was in line with the federal government’s decision to 
cap the oil palm cultivation area to 6.5 million hectares and to ban 
the conversion of forest reserve land for oil palm cultivation and 
planting of oil palm in peatland.

In conjunction with the visit, she presented a sponsorship of RM1.5 
million to the Chief Minister of Sabah, The Right Hon. Datuk Seri 
Panglima Mohd. Shafie Abdal, to conduct a study on elephant and 
orang utan rehabilitation. The sponsorship was drawn from a RM5 
million contribution by Malaysian Timber Council. 

Speaking to reporters, Datuk Seri Panglima Mohd. Shafie said 
Sabah was committed to giving its full support at all levels to 

One million tree-planting 
campaign in Sabah 
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The Terengganu state government has gazetted an additional 
19,614 ha of forest in Kenyir State Park, effectively increasing 
the protected area to a whopping 30,000 ha. Terengganu Chief 
Minister, The Right Hon. Datuk Seri Dr. Ahmad Samsuri Mokhtar, 
said the move to expand the Kenyir State Park, located within the 
Kenyir water catchment area, was done in November 2018. 

“This more than doubles the size of the original 10,386 ha Kenyir 
State Park, originally referred to as Lawit-Cenana State Park, that 
was gazetted in May 2018,” he added.

 Dr. Ahmad said the move also makes Terengganu the first state in 
Malaysia to gazette a primary linkage of the Central Forest Spine. 
The Central Forest Spine Master Plan for Ecological Linkages is 

Terengganu doubles size of 
protected forest in Kenyir State Park 

the federal government’s effort to protect the forest biodiversity 
and ecosystem by protecting the forest connectivity between 
Peninsular Malaysia’s main forest blocks.

The extensions to Kenyir State Park comprise sections of Tembat 
Forest Reserve where Primary Linkage 7 of the Central Forest 
Spine is located. There are 17 primary linkages throughout the 
Central Forest Spine in Peninsular Malaysia. Primary Linkage 7, also 
known as the Kenyir Wildlife Corridor, now ensures a contiguous 
forest landscape adjacent to Taman Negara National Park, Dr 
Ahmad said. 

“Terengganu’s move to protect more forests not only contributes 
to the federal government’s commitment of increasing Malaysia’s 
tigers but also helps reduce carbon emissions according to the Paris 
Agreement (on Climate Change). Conserving the environment is 
an essential part of battling climate change,” he said, adding that 
Terengganu is committed to combat climate change. 

He said the forest provides critical ecosystem services to the 
people of Terengganu, such as the provision of clean drinking 
water, erosion control, sediment-free water for hydroelectricity 
generation as well as the sustenance of fisheries resources and 
flood mitigation. 

“The presence of iconic plant species such as the Rafflesia, at least 
43 mammal species and around 290 bird species, which include 
nine hornbill species, promises to be a major pull for tourists 
interested in nature, outdoors activities as well as in scientific 
research,” he added. 

Dr. Ahmad said the next phase in managing Kenyir State Park 
involves the development of biofinancing schemes to generate 
revenue from the sustainable management of the forest in 
the park. The income will be managed through a State Park 
Trust Fund to ensure the long-term availability of resources for 
enforcement, eco- tourism and community livelihood activities 
around the park.  

Source: The STAR.
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The forest provides critical ecosystem services such as the 
provision of clean drinking water. Photo credit: Pinterest. 

The move to expand the Kenyir State Park, located within the Kenyir water catchment area, was done in November 2018. Photo credit: Airvuz.

ensure that reforestation 
efforts and conservation 
of protected species were 
carried out.

The Ministry of Primary 
Industries and Sabah Forestry Department (SFD) have identified 
2,500 ha of degraded forest in Lower Kawaq, Ulu Segama Forest 
Reserve as the first site for planting the one million trees. The 
Lower Kawaq forest site initially was earmarked for oil palm 
plantation. However, the project was halted by the then Sabah 
state government in the 1990s.

About 160 ha of the Lower Kawaq area have been planted under 
the Heart of Borneo project funded from the allocation provided 
under the 11th Malaysia Plan by the federal government.

The site is expected to be planted with fruit trees, fast-growing 
timber species and indigenous timber species. SFD reported that 
under the project, the average number of trees to be planted per 
hectare will be 250. 

Puan Teresa launching the tree-planting campaign. 
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