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Editorial
MTC has capped the year 2019 with a “bang” with the resounding
success of its inaugural Malaysian Wood Expo 2019 held at the Putra
World Trade Centre in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 19-21 November.
From an initial sales target of RM25 million, the estimated sales from
the three-day show added up to about RM140 million. MTC wishes to
thank all the endorsing and supporting agencies and organisations,
exhibitors, buyers and visitors as well as its co-organiser, Panels &
Furniture Group, for making this possible. Please see pages 4-5 for
our post show report.
Carrying the theme “The Future is Now”, the Malaysian Timber
Conference 2019 organised by MTC was successfully held in Kuala
Lumpur on 25 July 2019. This year’s conference attracted about
350 participants compared to 250 participants who attended the
inaugural conference in 2018. Sharing the stage were 10 international
speakers comprising renowned thought leaders from the United
States, United Kingdom, Germany and Brazil, among others, who
provided much needed action-oriented takeaways. Our report on
the conference is on page 6.
MTC welcomes on board, Mr. Wong Kah Cane as its Deputy CEO
effective 1 November 2019. With his long and distinguished career in
the corporate world including being the Senior General Manager of
Eu Yan Sang, General Manager at Everpro Sdn Bhd, Business Coach
in Vistage Malaysia as well as serving as an Independent Member
of MTC’s Board of Trustees, Mr. Wong brings with him a wealth of
experience and knowledge essential towards contributing to the
overall development of the timber industry in Malaysia. For a read on
Mr. Wong’s career profile, please turn to page 7.
MTC congratulates the Malaysian Timber Certification Council
(MTCC) on the occasion of its 20th anniversary of its establishment
this year. Having to overcome many challenges since its setup, MTCC
has chalked up an impressive list of achievements in its 20-year
journey, in particular the endorsement of the Malaysian Timber
Certification Scheme by the Programme for the Endorsement of
Forest Certification in May 2009. Happy 20 th Anniversary, MTCC!
Turn to page 11 to read our report on the occasion.
In our focus on the timber industry, we feature Mr. Simon Lim, Chairman
of the Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery Council (MWMJC)
and six Malaysian manufacturers who are members of MWMJC. The
selection of these companies is to showcase the range of mouldings
and joinery products manufactured in Malaysia. Please turn to pages
18-31 for these feature articles.
In A CASE FOR TIMBER, we showcase the Dato Koyah tomb located
in George Town, Penang, which was carefully restored after it was
declared as a Category 1 Heritage Building. The use of traditional
building materials and reclaimed timbers, some of which is believed
to be more than 130 years old, returned the majestic allure of this onestorey high building. To read the commendable efforts put in
to restore the building, turn to pages 32-36.
Happy reading!
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“I applaud MTC for organising this expo as it is a holistic exhibition
which showcases not only products made from tropical
hardwoods but also what we can do with temperate hardwoods
and softwoods. We can use these foreign timber species to
produce furniture and other timber-based products which will
increase the value of our exports. This will also reduce our reliance
on local raw materials,” said Puan Kok, adding that the exhibits at
the woodworking machinery and tools sections were impressive.

Business matching session in progress.

MTC had only targeted sales of RM3 million from IBM, however,
the interest for Malaysian-made products and the reputation of
Malaysian timber-based manufacturers who are well-known to
supply high-grade products promptly has held them in good stead
once again. A total of 64 foreign buyers from 14 countries had over
470 meetings with 93 Malaysian suppliers during the IBM.

A section of MWE 2019.

MTC hits high note with
MWE success
I
t was an all-round success for MTC as it chalked up sales of
about RM140 million when it had only targeted RM25 million at its
inaugural exhibition – the Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE) 2019.

Most of the exhibitors were from Germany, Italy, Australia, France,
Belgium, Gabon, China, Chile, New Zealand, Taiwan and Singapore
while the trade visitors were from France, New Zealand, South
Africa, India, Singapore and Maldives.

“Despite the rather sluggish economy, the Incoming Buying Mission
has demonstrated that there are many strong investment plans in
the timber sectors overseas and this is creating a huge demand for
our Malaysian timber-based products,” added Dato’ Low.
MTC’s FIPM programme also served as a major boost for buyers
as 86 Malaysian companies purchased machinery worth RM20.77
million. Most of the machinery exhibitors were also pleasantly taken
aback by the sales they had garnered even on the first day of the
expo.

Puan Teresa Kok at the opening of the expo.

“We are extremely happy with the outcome of the Malaysian
Wood Expo. It was a commercial success with brisk sales,
literally. The expo was well-attended by a broad spectrum of
visitors and buyers from day one. And to our great surprise, our
sales far exceeded the initial target of RM25 million,” said MTC
Chairman, Dato’ Low Kian Chuan.

A big thank you to all our exhibitors, buyers and trade visitors

The Overseas Suppliers-Malaysian Importers/Manufacturers
Exchange Programme facilitated the augmentation of raw
materials from nine countries - New Zealand, Chile, Gabon, France,
Romania, Sweden, Ukraine, Canada and the United States. A total
of 55 companies placed their orders worth RM6.10 million of raw
materials under this programme.

Datuk Seri Shamsul Iskandar (third left) visiting the show.

One of the pocket talks in progress.

MWE 2019 was a roaring success!

To boost business at MWE, MTC had organised two business
matching sessions – the Overseas Suppliers-Malaysian Importers/
Manufacturers Exchange Programme and the Incoming Buying
Mission (IBM). MTC also offered special incentives for the
purchase of machinery under its Financial Incentive for Purchase
of Machinery Programme (FIPM) as well as importation of raw
materials under its Import Assistance Programme (IAP).

As for the IBM, which was conducted in collaboration with the
Malaysia External Trade Development Corporation (MATRADE)
and MTC’s regional offices, it generated estimated sales of
RM118.93 million.

Launch of the e-guidebook.

“We are actually amazed by the volume of business we have
generated. We have sold all our machinery that were brought
to MWE,” said Wood-Mizer Asia Manufacturing Co. Ltd Regional
Director-Asia Mr. Robert Moxham.
MWE was officiated by the Minister of Primary Industries, The Hon.
Puan Teresa Kok on 19 November 2019. Also present at the opening
ceremony was the Secretary-General of the Ministry of Primary
Industries Dato’ Dr Tan Yew Chong, Dato’ Low, MTC Trustees and
MTC CEO Mr Richard Yu. Among the dignitaries who also visited
the expo was Deputy Minister of Primary Industries, The Hon. Datuk
Seri Shamsul Iskandar Mohd Akin.

Held at the Putra World Trade Centre from 19-21 November, MWE
was the first international wood and woodworking machinery event
organised by MTC in partnership with Panels & Furniture Group.
The three-day expo attracted 135 exhibitors from 22 countries and
over 3,000 visitors. The expo served as a pivotal convergence point
for every segment of players from the timber industry.
Spanning across 8,000 square metres, the exhibitors showcased
a wide range of products such as tropical hardwoods, temperate
softwoods, wooden flooring, sawntimber, wooden pallets, door
and door frames, cutting tools, abrasives, adhesives, coatings,
combined machines, dust collecting equipment, edge banding
materials and machines, handling equipment as well as timber,
woodworking and furniture production software.

MTC had also organised a series of pocket talks where industry
experts shared their insights to a full house on market trends,
e-trade, timber products and timber grading rules, among
others. The Council also launched its e-guidebook titled
Schedule of Maintenance for Timber in Construction. The e-book
is a manual on how to care and preserve timber-based materials
for construction purposes for both indoor and outdoor uses.

SEE YOU IN 2021
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MPI-Industry consultation
T

he Minister of Primary Industries, The Hon. Puan Teresa
Kok, met up with representatives from the various sectors of
the Malaysian timber industry in a consultancy session held at
the Putrajaya International Convention Centre in Putrajaya on
8 August 2019.
Among the main topics of discussion were those relating to
raw materials supply, market protection and promotion, forest
plantations, and labour and manpower. The discussions also

explored strategies to increase Bumiputra participation in the
timber industry.
Also present were senior officials from the Ministry of Primary
Industries (MPI) and its agencies and councils as well as
representatives from other relevant ministries and government
agencies. MTC was represented by its Chairman Datuk Low
Kian Chuan, CEO Mr. Richard Yu as well as directors of relevant
divisions.

Puan Teresa Kok (seventh left) with Dato’ Low (on her right), other dignitaries and conference speakers.

Industry must continue to offer
distinctive product differentiation
S
peaking at the opening of the Malaysian Timber Conference
2019, the Minister of Primary Industries, The Hon. Puan Teresa
Kok urged Malaysian timber-based manufacturers to continue to
offer distinctive product differentiation and experience to meet
customers’ diverse expectations and needs.

Puan Teresa Kok (centre) with participants of the consultancy session.

“Industry players must understand the importance of investing in
technologies to enhance productivity and to remain competitive
in the global marketplace,” said the minister at the conference
organised by MTC in Kuala Lumpur on 25 July 2019.

New Deputy CEO for MTC

Also present were The Hon. Datuk Seri Shamsul Iskandar Mohd
Akin, Deputy Minister of Primary Industries, Deputy SecretaryGeneral of the Ministry of Primary Industries Mr Ravi Muthayah,
MTC Chairman Dato’ Low Kian Chuan, MTC Trustees and CEO
Mr Richard Yu.
Timber and timber products play a vital role in the global circular
economy and new or improved use of timber will ensure the
sustainability and robustness of the industry. Innovation coupled
with visually pleasing designs, technological advancements and
branding are key elements that industry players must embrace.
The need for certified and legal timbers will also create niche
markets that will ensure economic viability in the long-term and the
importance of the wood-based sector will grow further as issues
revolving around climate change take centre stage.
These were some of the topics of discussion at the conference
with its theme “The Future is Now”. The event had about 350
participants.
Dato’ Low said timber-based manufacturers should also
aggressively move towards producing better value-added
downstream products using high value timbers.
“MTC has expanded its incentive programmes to include the
importation of high value timbers and to assist local timber-based
manufacturers to purchase these timbers from local traders,” said
Dato’ Low.

M

Datuk Seri Shamsul Iskandar delivering the closing keynote address.

MTC’s Timber Conference this year, once again provided much
needed action-oriented takeaways, thanks to its speakers
comprising En. Azran Osman Rani, Mr. Lee Heng Guie, Dr. Ivan
Tomaselli, Ms. Alice Rawsthorn, Mr. Nigel Hollis, Dr. Eric Leong,
Mr. Michael O’Hara, Dr. Maung Maung Than, Mr. Marc Pfetzing
and Dr. Jean-Marc Roda.
The closing keynote address was delivered by Datuk Seri Shamsul,
who also unveiled next year’s conference theme titled “Business
Unusual”.
Datuk Seri Shamsul in his presentation titled “Nurturing Next
Generation Leaders” touched on a number of issues which
centred on, among others, Industry 5.0, purchasing patterns,
future business models, the timber sector and the role of future
leaders.

TC is proud to
announce the appointment
of Mr Wong Kah Cane
(pic) as its new Deputy
Chief Executive Officer
effective 1 November 2019.
Mr.
Wong,
52,
who
graduated with a degree
in Business Administration
from
Universiti
Utara
Malaysia in 1992, started
his career transforming
SMEs
into
successful
enterprises by bringing in experts for training programmes
which centred on strategic management, quality control, sales
and marketing.
He is most noted for his contributions in Eu Yan Sang which is a
traditional Chinese medicine company. Mr. Wong joined Eu Yan
Sang in 2000 as its Area Sales Manager and in 2006, he was
appointed as General Manager of the company leading Eu Yan

Sang’s business development, sales and marketing operations
as well as branding.
During his tenure at Eu Yan Sang, the number of outlets
rose from 24 in 2000 to more than 90 in 2015. Wong was
the key leader involved in transforming Eu Yan Sang from an
exceedingly traditional venture into a modernised retail chain
with new product lines, image and popular CSR programmes
such as the CNY Hamper Campaign and A Bucket of Gold,
which are well-known till this day.
Mr. Wong left Eu Yan Sang as its Senior General Manager to
take up the post of General Manager at Everpro Sdn Bhd in
2016 and in 2018, he joined Vistage Malaysia as its Business
Coach providing training for CEOs. In August the same year,
Mr. Wong was appointed as an Independent Member of MTC’s
Board of Trustees.
“Wong has provided many effective management, marketing
and branding strategies as well as training in his previous
places of employment which have turned these companies into
amazingly successful businesses. I believe he will be a great
asset to MTC,” said MTC Chairman Dato’ Low Kian Chuan.
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Khoo is new MFC President
M

r. Khoo Yeow Chong is the new President of the Malaysian
Furniture Council (MFC). He succeeds Mr. Chua Chun Chai who
has been appointed as an Executive Advisor to MFC.
Mr. Khoo led the members of the MFC 2019/2021 Governing
Committee in a swearing-in ceremony held in Kuala Lumpur
on 18 July 2019. MTC Chairman, Dato’ Low Kian Chuan and
Malaysian Timber Industry Board Chairman, The Hon. Tuan
Wong Tack were among the VIPs invited to witness the
occasion.

The meeting with MWIA in progress.
Mr. Khoo (third right) presenting a memento to Dato’ Low.

Outreach to industry stakeholders
L
ed by CEO Mr. Richard Yu, MTC continued its outreach
programme to enhance collaboration with timber industry
players at both, national and state levels. On 29 July 2019, MTC
met with the Terengganu Wood Industries Association in Kuala
Terengganu, Terengganu.

This was followed by meetings with the Malaysian Furniture
Council on 16 August 2019, Malaysian Wood Industries
Association (MWIA) on 27 August 2019 and The Malaysian
Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association on 14 October 2019
at MTC headquarters in Kuala Lumpur.

MTC also met with the Johor Wood Industries Association on
31 October 2019 in Johor Bahru, Johor as well as the Perak
Timber Trade Association on 2 November 2019 in Ipoh, Perak.
The meetings provided an avenue for MTC to share its thought
leadership, upcoming programmes as well as to see how MTC
can better collaborate with the industry to break through to a
higher level of success.

Technical seminars pack a punch
M
TC organised a series of technical seminars in various
states to disseminate the latest information on several topics
namely the timber import procedures, financing schemes for
the wood-based sector and the potential for SMEs to adopt
Mechanisation & Automation (M&A) in their manufacturing
processes.

Enhancing MTC-industry relations
E

ach year, members of the furniture industry in Johor will get
together to honour Luban, a legendary master in carpentry. To
mark the occasion this year, industry dinners were organised by
the Muar Furniture Association (MFA) and Batu Pahat Furniture
Association (BPFA) on 19 and 20 July 2019, respectively.

MTC Chairman, Dato’ Low Kian Chuan, and CEO, Mr. Richard Yu,
represented the Council at the MFA and BPFA dinners, respectively.
The occasions also provided a platform for enhancing relations
through interaction and networking between MTC and members
of the Johor furniture industry.

The first seminar was held in Batu Pahat in May followed by one
at MTC’s headquarters in Kuala Lumpur, Muar, Johor, and the
final seminar in December in Seberang Jaya, Penang.
Though some of the topics varied in each state, most of
the discussions centred on the following: “Procedures and
Requirements for the Import of Timber Products” by the
Department of Agriculture; “The First Step in Industry 4.0
Journey: Mechanisation & Automation (M&A) and Retrofitting
by Mr. Chua Kee Moh, Director of Bistanika; “Soft Financing
Schemes” by the Malaysian Industrial Development Finance
Berhad (MIDF) and “Industry 4WRD Readiness Assessment
(RA)” by Malaysia Productivity Corporation.

Dato’ Low (fourth left) at the MFA dinner, which was graced by The Hon. Puan Yeo Bee Yin, Minister of Energy, Science, Technology,
Environment and Climate Change (sixth left).

Mr. Chua (left) and Mr. Lin Chin Chan, Account Manager of MIDF
fielding questions from the floor.

Mr. Yu (second left) at the BPFA dinner.

Furniture associations collaborate
T

he Batu Pahat Furniture Association (BPFA) signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Dongguan
Furniture Association (DFA) to foster collaboration, share
resources and establish a win-win situation for the two
associations.

The seminar in Batu Pahat and Penang included a talk
by Mr. Low Khoon Boon, the General Manager of BMW Group
Financial Services, titled “BMW Financing Solutions”. BMW Group
Malaysia has been providing financial aid for various industries,
including the timber sector for the hire-purchase of machinery.

In congratulating the associations on the occasion, which was held
in Kuala Lumpur on 21 July 2019, MTC CEO Mr. Richard Yu said
such initiatives augur well for the economic well-being of China
and Malaysia and bring about long-term mutual benefits.

These seminars garnered much interest from industry members
as they found the presentations packed with information.
En. Hussain Tahir, Assistant Director of Plant Biosecurity Division, DOA
giving a presentation.

BPFA President, Mr. Lim Hee Tiang (third left) and DFA President,
Mr. Yuan Shihao (third right) after signing the MOU.
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MTC Resource and Business
Mission to Finland and Sweden
M

MTCC celebrates 20th Anniversary
Malaysia’s rich biodiversity, complex tropical forest ecosystems as
well as the presence of indigenous communities.
“When MTCC first started, many stakeholders viewed certification
with concern, scepticism and uncertainty. Reflecting on MTCC’s
efforts and achievements combined with the input and cooperation
from forest managers, industry players and the relevant
stakeholders, timber certification has indeed come a long way. It
was therefore a real achievement when the MTCS was endorsed by
the world’s largest forest certification scheme, the Programme for
the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) in May 2009. The
endorsement by the PEFC confirms the robustness and credibility
of the MTCS in meeting international requirements and standards.
As a PEFC-endorsed scheme, the MTCS also gains international
recognition and acceptance,” she said.

TC organised a Resource and Business Mission to
Finland and Sweden to source for timber raw materials such
as Pine and Spruce from natural and plantation forests.
The mission, held from 11-18 August 2019, was also aimed at
enhancing networking between timber industry members of
both countries apart from participating in factory visits to get
familiarised with the Nordic Timber Grading Rules as well as
their trading practices.

Mr. Lim (fourth left) with Malaysian participants at a company in Sweden.

Led by MTC Trustee, Mr. Simon Lim, the mission saw the
participation of five industry members from five companies
representing the wooden picture frames, wooden packaging
materials, garden furniture, furniture parts, sawntimber and
mouldings sub-sectors. The delegation visited four sawmilling
factories in Finland and two in Sweden. The mission also
provided opportunities for the delegates to explore possible
business collaboration to promote product development and
diversification.

Boosting community planting
C

ommunity planting in the country has been given a
boost with the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between The Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’
Association (MPMA) and Sabah Softwoods Berhad (SSB).

MPMA Chairman, Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman Rahman, and SSB
General Manager for Marketing and Trade, Mr Raymond Chiew
signed the MoU on 23 August 2019 at Brumas Countryside
Lodge in Tawau, Sabah for joint cooperation whereby MPMA
will work with SSB on the supply of planting materials and
technical assistance to establish commercial forest for the
community in various parts of the country.

Courtesy visit to MATRADE
A

n MTC delegation led by CEO, Mr. Richard Yu, made
a courtesy visit to the CEO of the Malaysia External Trade
Development Corporation (MATRADE), Dato’ Wan Latiff
Wan Musa, on 13 November 2019 at Menara MATRADE in
Kuala Lumpur. The main objective of the visit was to explore
ways to enhance existing cooperative and collaborative
efforts between the two organisations especially in areas of
trade promotion.

Among the matters discussed were on enhancing
collaboration in promoting the Malaysian Wood Expo, bilateral
working relations in collecting market information and
intelligence as well as information sharing on strategies for
the 12th Malaysia Plan 2021-2025, an economic development
plan implemented by the government of Malaysia.
Dato’ Wan Latiff (seated centre) with Mr. Yu (third left), Mr Wong Kah Cane,
MTC Deputy CEO (third right) and management staff of MATRADE and MTC.

Puan Teresa Kok officiating MTCC’s 20th Anniversary celebration.

T

he Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC), the
organisation tasked to implement the Malaysian Timber Certification
Scheme (MTCS), turns 20 this year. As part of the programme lineups for its 20th Anniversary celebration, it organised a conference
on timber certification in Kuala Lumpur on 24 September 2019.

The MTCC 20th Anniversary Conference, attended by 200
participants, featured industry dialogues on certification as a driver
for disruptive innovations and the future of certification in a digital
economy and beyond 2030.
MTC Chairman, Dato’ Low Kian Chuan, was among a panel of
experts at the conference and shared his thoughts and experience
relating to the Malaysian timber industry.

Themed “Pushing Boundaries Advancing Sustainability”, the oneday conference was aimed at recapping 20 years of development
and progress of timber certification in Malaysia as well as envisioning
the future of certification beyond 2030. The conference was also
positioned as a platform for industry players to discuss how the
certification scheme and processes could capitalise on the digital
economy to remain credible, effective and efficient.
In her keynote speech at the opening of the conference, the
Minister for Primary Industries, The Hon. Puan Teresa Kok, said
timber has been a traditional source of revenue and foreign income
for Malaysia for decades. However, sustainably managing the
forests and timber industry is not an easy task taking into account

Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman (second left) and Mr. Chiew (second right)
after signing the MoU.

11

Dato’ Low (third right) with the panel of experts.

MTC fares well in green fair
T

he International Greentech & Eco-Products Exhibition
and Conference (IGEM) 2019 was held at the Kuala Lumpur
Convention Centre from 9-10 October 2019. The two-day
event with its theme “Innovating Sustainability”, had over 250
exhibitors from about 30 countries. It garnered the attention of
over 30,000 visitors who were at the fair which occupied over
9,700 square metres of floor space.

Organised by the Ministry of Energy, Science, Technology,
Environment and Climate Change (MESTECC) and the
Malaysian Green Technology Corporation (GreenTech Malaysia),
the fair was officiated by Prime Minister, The Right Hon. Tun Dr
Mahathir Mohamad.
IGEM had an estimated business lead of RM2.8 billion this year
and since its inception in 2010, IGEM has generated over RM23
billion in business leads, making it one of Southeast Asia’s
largest trade fairs for green technologies and eco-solutions.
A well-established platform for policymakers, government
organisations, investors and related industries, IGEM provides
solutions as well as innovations for green energy businesses to
tap into the Asean market.

MTC booth at IGEM 2019.

Over the two days, MTC received many enquiries on the
services it provides as well promoted the Malaysian Wood Expo
2019 scheduled to be held at the Putra World Trade Centre in
Kuala Lumpur from 19-21 November 2019.
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Clockwise from top left: Visiting One-Tech (M) Sdn. Bhd., Gunung Seraya Wood Products Sdn. Bhd., Straits Timber Products Sdn. Bhd. and Seng Yip Furniture Sdn. Bhd.

The foreign journalists with Mr. Yu (seated centre), Chairman of Forest Plantation Development Sdn. Bhd., Ms Hilary Chiew (seated third right),
MTC Deputy CEO, Mr. Wong Kah Cane (seated third left) and senior staff of MTIB and MTC.

Familiarising journalists on
Malaysia’s forestry and
timber industry
M
TC organised two familiarisation programmes in 2019 to
showcase Malaysia’s forestry and timber industry to members of
the Malaysian and international media.

The first programme, for journalists from the Malaysian
mainstream media and trade journals, was held from 22-25 July.
It was participated by Puan Siti Noor Afera (Bernama Wires),
En. Muhammad Alif Hutapea and En. Haminuddin Muhamad
(Bernama News Channel), Mr. Eric Tan and Ms. Selina Messner
(Building & Investment), Rashidah Omar (Asian Timber), Ms. Joanna
Lee (Furnish Now) and Ms. Leong Fee Yang (Nanyang Siang Pau).

MTC CEO, Mr. Richard Yu, in welcoming the participants to the
respective programmes, said the activity was in line with MTC’s
objective to provide an opportunity for members of the media

to witness Malaysia’s efforts in implementing sustainable forest
management as well as the sustainability and robustness of the
Malaysian timber-based manufacturing industry.
He thanked the Forestry Department Peninsular Malaysia, Pahang
State Forestry Department, Sabah Forestry Department, Malaysian
Timber Industry Board, Malaysian Timber Certification Council and
the timber-based companies for their support towards making the
programmes possible.

Field visit to Sapulut Forest Development Sdn. Bhd.

The programme, orgainsed in conjunction with MTC’s Malaysian
Timber Conference 2019 held on 25 July, included visits to woodbased manufacturing facilities in Selangor and Pahang. The
participants also visited a timber harvesting site in Hutan Simpan
Lepar and a mobile checking station in Gambang, both in Pahang.

At the harvesting site in Hutan Simpan Lepar.

The second programme, for journalists from international trade
journals, was held from 18-24 November. It was participated by
Ms. Yang Junyi (China Timber & Wood Products Distribution
Association), Ms. Joy Crane (Wood Southern Africa & Timber
Times), Mr. Justin Hong (Gagu, South Korea), Mr. Gary Ramsay
(Strutucal Timber, UK), Mr. Philip John Hopkins (Australian Forests
& Timber News), Mr. Rinosh Jacob Kurian (Woodzon, India) as well
as Ms. Berdien van Overeem, a trade representative from Centrum
Hout, The Netherlands.
Visiting Maran Road Sawmill Sdn. Bhd.

The programme, organised in conjunction with MTC’s Malaysian
Wood Expo 2019 held from 19-21 November, included visits to
wood-based manufacturing facilities in Selangor and Sabah. The
participants also witnessed sustainable management practices in
natural as well as plantation forests carried out by Sapulut Forest
Development Sdn Bhd in Sabah.
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Sri Lanka Wood
Expo 2019
M

TC made its debut at the Sri Lanka Wood Expo 2019, which
was held from 6-8 September at the Bandaranaike Memorial
International Conference Hall in Colombo, Sri Lanka. Acknowledged
as the most prominent wood exhibition in Sri Lanka, this year’s
expo occupying over 8,000 square metres was participated by 89
exhibitors, most of whom were from Sri Lanka.
In total, the fair received around 8,500 visitors, which was an
increase of 30% from its previous edition. The visitors include those
from Bangladesh, Pakistan, India, Malaysia, Italy, Gabon, Ukraine
and China. MTC’s booth drew good interest from the Sri Lankan
timber fraternity, such as importers, merchants and manufacturers
of timber-based products.

Participants of the MTC Marketing Mission (Furniture) to USA.

MTC’s high
point in the US
M

China Furniture Intelligent
Manufacturing Supply & Demand
Exhibition 2019

TC organised a marketing mission to the United States from
17-24 October 2019 in conjunction with the High Point Fall Market.
The High Point Market is one of the largest furnishings industry
trade shows in the world with 1.11 million square metres of show
space taken up by over 2,000 exhibitors in 180 buildings. Each year,
more than 75,000 visitors from 100 countries visit the High Point
Market which includes the High Point Spring Market in April.
The mission was aimed at strengthening Malaysia’s presence
in the US furniture market, facilitating Malaysian furniture
companies to promote their products, network with key
industry players, buyers and obtain insights into the US market
conditions following the US-China trade war.
MTC CEO, Mr Richard Yu, led the mission which was also
participated by MTC’s Trustee Mr Chua Chun Chai. A total of 13
participants from 11 Malaysian furniture companies were part of the
mission. Six of the companies recorded total estimated sales of
US$10 million (about RM41 million).

Attending to a trade visitor.

M

Visiting a showroom.

In 2018, Malaysia’s export of timber and timber products to the US,
including wooden furniture was valued at US$933 million which
was an increase of 8.6% compared to 2017 where it recorded
US$859.1 million.
Wooden furniture was the major export from Malaysia to the US
which was valued at US$711.7 million. It carved out 76.3% of the
total timber export value pie in 2018.

Batimat 2019
T

he Batimat trade fair was held at the Parc des expositions
de Paris-Nord Villepinte in France, from 4-8 November 2019.
Batimat, one of the leading fairs for the construction industry, is
held once every two years.
It is a good platform to discover the latest products and find
out what is trending in the sector from industry captains as they
speak at the many pocket talks and seminars. There were 2,400
exhibitors and 319,200 visitors at the trade show where MTC
had a 12 square-metre promotional booth.

TC participated in the China Furniture Intelligent
Manufacturing Supply and Demand (Furniture Component
and Raw Material) Exhibition 2019 which was held from
11-13 August at the Guangdong (Tanzhou) International
Convention and Exhibition Centre.
This was the first time MTC participated in the fair with
a promotional stand in the Malaysia Pavilion. The Penang
Furniture and Timber Industry Association participated in
the Malaysia Pavilion together with five other Malaysian
companies. There were 65 exhibitors spread across the
10,000 square-metre exhibition centre. The fair attracted
2,476 visitors.

MTC participating in the fair for the first time.

Japan Build Osaka 2019
T

he 4 th Japan Build Osaka (International Building
& Home Week Osaka) was held at Intex Osaka from 9-11
September 2019. Japan Build Osaka consisted of five
concurrent shows, which were the 4 th Building Material &
Housing Equipment Expo, 4 th Smart Building Expo, 3 rd AI
& Smart Home Expo, 3 rd Building Renovation Expo and 2 nd
Home Builder Support Expo.
There were 161 exhibitors and 25,983 visitors at the fair.
This was the first time that MTC had participated in
Japan Build Osaka. MTC promoted Malaysian timbers and
timber products. Most of the visitors to MTC’s booth were
manufacturers, consultants, developers, designers, buyers
and exhibitors.

MTC’s booth at Batimat 2019.
MTC’s booth at Japan Build Osaka 2019.
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Furniture China 2019
F

urniture China 2019, which is also known as the 25th
China International Furniture Expo, was held from 9-12
September at the Shanghai New International Expo Centre in
Pudong, Shanghai. With a total floor space of over 350,000
square metres, Furniture China is known to attract some of
the world’s finest industry-related exhibitors and buyers.

6-9 MARCH
MITEC & PWTC

MTC has been organising group participations comprising
Malaysian furniture manufacturers to Furniture China for the
past five years. This year, 19 furniture companies exhibited
their products in MTC’s Malaysia Pavilion which spanned 942
square metres.

Kuala Lumpur

Leading Furniture Trade Show
in Southeast Asia

One of the furniture companies exhibiting in MTC’s Malaysia Pavilion.

www.miff.com.my
MTC received 90 trade enquiries during the show.
Ministry of Primary Industries Secretary-General, Dato’ Dr. Tan Yew Chong (fourth left) at the MTC booth.

Project Iraq
Erbil 2019
T

he 10 th Edition of Project Iraq Erbil 2019 was held at
the Erbil International Fair Ground in Erbil, Iraq. The fair is
one of the gateways to the construction and infrastructure
development in the region. There were 93 exhibitors, most
of whom were from Iran.

Reinventing lifestyles and smart designs for global furniture trade
Asia's first furniture show in 2020 With new look, designs and products
Featuring MUAR - Furniture city of Malaysia World’s biggest market place for Malaysian wood and panel furniture
Largest sourcing destination for office furniture in Southeast Asia
Malaysia and beyond Welcoming exhibitors from Asia's and other furniture leading countries
Visa friendly Malaysia Attracting thousands of buyers from 140 countries and regions every year

Featuring :

MTC occupied a 18 square-metre shell scheme booth to
promote Malaysian timber and timber products. Most of
the visitors to MTC’s booth were importers, carpenters,
exhibitors as well as those from joinery workshops and
contracting companies.

Organised by :

MIFF OFFICE
Attending to trade enquiries at the MTC booth.

MIFF Timber Mart

Strategic Partner :
T +60 3 9771 2688
F +60 3 9771 2799
E info@miff.com.my
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Photo - Courtesy of Hengwood Sdn. Bhd.

For decking, Malaysian timbers such as Balau, Belian, Giam, Chengal,
Merbau and Dark Red Meranti are the sought-after hardwoods
due to their durability, strength and attractive grain. Testament to
this are the numerous world class holiday resorts such as in the
Maldives, Seychelles, Mauritius and Malaysia where these timbers
are used for the decking.

Photo - Courtesy of GM Door Sdn. Bhd.

Upsizing is the way forward for
Malaysia’s mouldings and
joinery industry
In an exclusive interview with TIMBER MALAYSIA, Mr. Simon Lim (pic),
Chairman of the Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery Council (MWMJC),
details that size does matter for the Malaysian wood mouldings and joinery
players to compete globally.

M

alaysia exports a wide range of mouldings, picture frames
and Builders’ Joinery and Carpentry (BJC) products such as
cornices, wainscoting, dado rails, doors and frames, windows and
frames, flooring, decking and picture frames. The total export value
for these products in 2018 was RM2.1 billion, representing about
9% of Malaysia’s total export value of RM22.3 billion for all timber
products during the year. Up to September 2019, RM1.5 billion
worth of these products have been exported.
“For Malaysian mouldings and BJC products manufacturers to
remain resilient and compete globally, consolidation within the
industry is necessary,” says Mr. Lim who added that the sector
is presently made up of mainly small and medium sized players.
Citing the wooden picture frame market in the US as an example,
he says that the smaller distributors have been gradually phased
out of the market over the last 10 years or so.

“Currently, chain stores like Walmart are dominating the retail
chain. To compete against bigger global players for such markets,
Malaysian manufacturers must upsize, merge or form alliances. By
investing into their operations or pooling their resources including
finances, capacity and skills, Malaysian manufacturers will be in a
better position to compete on the global stage,” adds Mr. Lim.
Giving an insight on the various segments of the wood mouldings
and BJC products industry, Mr. Lim says that Malaysian timber
mouldings are well accepted around the world, especially in
Japan, Australia, USA and Europe. Timber species such as
Bintangor, Jelutong, Keruing, Meranti, Sepetir, Merbau, Nyatoh
and Rubberwood are used to produce various items such as
architraves, cornices, base boards, aprons, dowels, jambs, louvers,
wall claddings and skirtings some of which are made according to
buyers’ specifications.

On Malaysian-made timber doors, the available designs range
from traditional solid timber doors, with or without glazing, to
engineered doors. The doors are made from a variety of species
such as Dark Red Meranti, Nyatoh, Kembang Semangkok, Balau,
Merpauh and Merbau. Some doors are overlaid with popular
foreign species such as Oak, Walnut, Cherry and Makore as well as
reconstituted veneer to suit specific market requirements.
Likewise, a wide range of Malaysian hardwood flooring is
available to suit individual specifications. Species such as Kempas,
Merbau, Rubberwood, Kekatong and Keranji are popular choices
for Malaysian hardwood flooring, which is exported to highly
discerning markets such as the EU, USA, Australia and Japan.
Buyers can choose between conventional solid strip and parquet
flooring, or engineered flooring.

As for picture frames, which is his area of specialty, Mr. Lim says
Malaysian manufacturers export internationally, including to the
United States, China, Middle East and Europe. Stringent quality
control is the norm, and raw materials are carefully selected from a
variety of species such as Jelutong, Penarahan, Pulai, Ramin, White
Meranti and Mempisang for their stability, adds Mr. Lim, who is
Executive Director of Finesse Moulding Sdn Bhd.
“Other attributes to enhance the industry’s export performance
include the development of innovative yet affordable products,
on-time delivery and, more importantly, no compromise on quality
and integrity. The Malaysian mouldings and BJC products industry
has been established for over three decades. With injection of
more capital including for R&D, automation and training of a
skilled workforce as well as consolidation, this sector of the timber
industry can contribute more significantly to the country’s coffers,”
says Mr. Lim.
Photo - Courtesy of Persflor Sdn. Bhd.
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Mr. Tay Yi Wei.

Specialises in manufacture of Dark and Light Red Meranti laminated
scantlings, KOMO optimised timber, S4S Meranti wide board and
sawntimber

W

ith more than 30 years of expertise in the timber
industry, V Text Wood Sdn. Bhd. (VTEXT) has been able to meet
customer expectation by constantly providing good quality
timber. VTEXT has been actively exporting timber to the various
markets including Germany, Belgium, Greece, Netherlands and
the United Arab Emirates.

“The management of this company is committed to assuring
the integrity and validity of the COC system, and that all the
raw materials used for the production of our PEFC-certified
products must not be from controversial sources.”
Manned by over 150 workers, VTEXT’s plant facilities can
produce 20,000m3 of sawntimber as well as manufacture more
than 8,000m3 of laminated window scantlings annually to cater
to their local and international buyers’ requirements.

VTEXT operates its own sawmill, and a kiln-drying and moulding
plant, both located in Pahang. By practicing full-log production
and possessing total control of the chain of production, VTEXT
ensures that only the best suited timbers are used in the
production processes. VTEXT is also well-supported by its inhouse expertise in timber log procurement, logistic planning,
and export and administrative processes.
Says company director, Mr. Tay Yi Wei, “Our mission is to provide
a total supply chain solution for customers who continuously
source for Meranti from Malaysia. VTEXT aims to deliver the
right quantity and quality products to our customers on a
timely and cost-effective basis.

Mr. Tay adds: “VTEXT offers solid as well as finger-jointed
laminated scantlings and KOMO optimised timber in 3 and
4 plies. There are different specifications that fit into the
customers’ needs but generally, the scantlings will all have a
“VTEXT also adheres strictly to its policy of only utilising wood
from sustainable and legal sources. We have implemented the
Physical Separation Method for our Chain-of-Custody (COC)
system to produce 100% PEFC-certified products.

density range of 450-550 kg/m3 with its middle layer edgeglued according to EN204/D4 class.”
Its 3-ply laminated scantlings come in thickness options of
63mm, 72mm and 84mm while its 4-ply laminated scantlings
are produced in thickness of 84mm and 96mm. All thickness
options are available in width ranging from 75-145mm and 2 or
3 Face Clear.
“We also produce Meranti S4S in premium grade which come in
thickness option of 19mm, 27mm and 37mm with width ranging
from 45mm up to 286mm and length of 8 feet and up.
“The company is also able to produce according to customised
orders,” says Mr. Tay.
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Perswood’s proven project management system and procedures in
quality control and checks such as pre-site mobilisation, checking,
recognisance and inspection as well as close coordination with
their main contractors in planning and site preparation are also
contributing factors to the brand’s success.
After more than 30 years and two million square metres of
flooring and wall cladding, among others, opportunity arose and
the company invested on a heat treatment kiln technology from
Finland which further adds to their range of staple of timber under
ZIRCON wood. This kiln, which strictly complies with European
Standard BS EN 350-1, is also in compliance with the PEFC chain
of custody process.
Only ethically sourced high-quality timbers are put through
Perswood’s specially designed heat treatment processes. The
company does not use harmful chemicals or resins, which could
have detrimental effects on the environment. Timber which was
not considered to be used for outdoor previously can now be reconsidered due to this treatment, thus further enhancing the value
of local species, among others.

Persflor
Bringing out the best design in
natural wood

B

e it for interior flooring, outdoor decking or acoustically
friendly walls to architectural and artistic features, providing endto-end timber solutions that bring out the best in every design is
the passion of Mr. Che Huei Cheng.
Through Persflor Sdn Bhd, of which he is the General Manager, Mr.
Che has been pushing the boundaries of what can be done with
timber for residential and commercial developments in terms of
design.
Says Mr. Che: “In our collaboration with architects and designers,
we approach every project with the same enthusiasm and desire to
innovate and perfect. We inspire and collaborate with the architects
and interior designers to bring out the best in their designs using
wood.”
“This is in line with our holding company’s guiding philosophy
for more than three decades through which we bring integrity
and unmatched product depth to all our projects and this has
contributed to our reputation for uncompromising quality.”
Persflor’s completed projects, carrying its brand name Perswood,
range from residential, corporate and commercial retail to hospitality
and even school halls. These include flooring, wall cladding and
other architectural features in many residential projects in Malaysia
and Singapore since the 1980s.
Perswood’s strengths lie not only in the precision machinery and
tools or quality materials which it uses but also on its highly skilled
and well-trained workers who are passionate and detail oriented.
Their immense depth and experience as craftsmen make them
truly qualified for the job, says Mr. Che.

“Unlike conventional heat treatment processes for natural
timber, we heat our carefully selected wood from 190ºC to
250ºC whilst adding steam to the process, so that the structure
of the wood undergoes permanent alterations at the molecular
level to yield a stronger, more weather resistant wood.” The
major benefit of this allows the timber to achieve higher
dimensional stability, thus allowing architects or designers to
incorporate usage of timber in their design for outdoor façade
or cladding under our harsh weather without severe effect of
twisting and bowing from the timber.
“ZIRCON wood gives you the rich, rustic, antique and luxurious
appearance that you get with natural wood because it is natural
wood. This painstaking care and attention to detail in sorting and
screening on our part is one reason why architects who care about
quality consistently seek us out,” says Mr. Che.
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developers EcoWorld Berhad, SP Setia Berhad, E&O Berhad,
UEM Sunrise Berhad, Gamuda Berhad, WCT, LBS and Sime
Darby Berhad.
Executive Director, Mr. Gallen Yap, elaborates: “For more than
two decades, Hengwood has manufactured beautiful wood
flooring and guided homeowners to find their perfect floors.
We design their space to fit their lifestyles. With Hengwood
solid wood flooring products, we provide classic, ageless
beauty and durable flooring with natural finish.
“This is in line with our mission to provide premium products
and deliver the most comprehensive high-quality services to
our clients. We believe this will earn our clients’ trust and build
long-term relationships.”

or jumbo board flooring made from different timber species.
These include imported timbers such as Burmese Teak, African
Teak, Burmese Walnut, White Oak and Pine. Our Malaysian
species used are Merbau, Nyatoh as well as premium outdoor
decking timbers like Belian, Chengal and Giam.

Hengwood
Committed to producing uncompromising quality flooring products

F

ounded in 1997, Hengwood Sdn Bhd is a company
born out of passion and love for wood coupled with the
commitment of producing solid wood flooring products of the
highest quality. Today, the Hengwood group of companies has
more than 20 years of manufacturing excellence in the wood
flooring industry and is one of the most progressive flooring
manufacturers in Malaysia.

Managing Director, Mr. Yap Heng, says: “Driven by our aim to
be the preferred solid wood flooring manufacturer in Malaysia,
Hengwood has over the past 20 years established itself as a
specialist in local and imported high-quality hardwood flooring.
“At Hengwood, we assist our customers in choosing the right
flooring material that perfectly suit their tastes and spaces. Our
fine solid wood flooring products include parquet, timber strip

“By combining meticulous craftsmanship and premium
selected timbers, Hengwood solid wood flooring products are
available in an incredible array of stylish options for any space.
From rich, elegant honey tones to gentle natural hues, from
vintage hand-scrapped distressed to classic smooth, there’s
always a Hengwood flooring to fit any desired look and feel.”
Hengwood’s integrated manufacturing facilities are based in
Bandar Puncak Alam, Selangor, where its current production
space is in excess of 100,000 square feet. Its production
capabilities are manned by a committed staff force of over
70 people.
The company has a proven track record in supplying quality
hardwood flooring to many prestigious property projects in
the country such as Mont Kiara, Kuala Lumpur Golf & Country
Club, Kuala Lumpur Forest Ecopark, Grand Medini @ Nusajaya
and University of Petronas as well as those by leading
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export market while continuing to improve our supply and
services to domestic customers,” he adds.

GM Door

Dedicated to achieving quality and cost-effectiveness

G

M Door Sdn Bhd may be one of the newer boys on
the block in solid wooden door manufacturing in Malaysia,
having just turned nine years old in November 2019. But their
competitive spirit and hard work have placed them among the
top players in the business.
Within four years after its establishment, GM Door has become
a leading and reputable solid wood door manufacturer in
Malaysia. This achievement has inspired everyone in GM Door
including its management, technical team and in-house trained
staff to do their best in creating quality products to meet their
customers’ satisfaction.

Managing Director, Mr. Liaw Boon Seng, says: “We are able to
produce more than 10,000 top quality solid wooden doors per
month. We have established a strong customer base with 70%
of our total production going to the Malaysian market and the
balance exported to continents and countries such as Africa,
the Middle East, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Iraq, Maldives, Sri
Lanka, Thailand, and Vietnam. Our next target markets include
Australia, China, Indonesia and Singapore.
“We are inspired to expand and improve our production output
to meet increasing market demand along with receiving
very positive customers’ response to our products. We are
progressively seeking business opportunities to expand our

GM Door offers its doors in three Malaysian timber species,
namely, Kembang Semangkok (KSK), Merpauh, and Nyatoh,
each of which has its own unique characteristics and physical
appeal. Of the three species, KSK wooden doors are much
sought after by their distributers and customers as their
“preferred choice”.
Both, ready-made standard size doors and custom-made
wooden doors to meet a wide range of customers’ requirements
are offered. Multiple ready-made wooden doors are available
for purchase at their factory and office, located not far from
each other in Kapar, Selangor. Standard doors comprise 60%
of their total sales while the balance comes from customised
doors. The latter are produced according to their customers’
requirements and specifications.
“We can deliver tailored doors within two weeks. Our
production team is versatile and knowledgeable in customising
doors, and to-date, we have produced over 6,000 different
types of customised designs and non-standard size doors to
support our credibility.
“We are also able to add door accessories including handles,
hinges, locks and stained glass to our doors. We also provide
various door finishings such as coating, staining and varnishing
to create a unique and personal touch.

“In fact, we provide our customers complete professional
advice solutions including identifying customers’ needs,
drawing cost and budget, design conceptualisation, timber
species selection, technical details and specifications, packing
and transportation options, logistics arrangements and aftersales solutions. Every door produced by GM Door is a work
of appreciation and dedication to our valued customers’
continuous support,” Mr. Liaw adds.
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Finesse Moulding
Making big strides and waves in global wooden
picture frame mouldings industry

F

inesse Moulding (M) Sdn Bhd is Malaysia’s most established
and largest manufacturer and exporter of purely wooden picture
frame length mouldings. The company specialises in wood stain
finish, contemporary and decorative hot stamping, matt and
gloss lacquering, washed and distressed finish and veneer. It is
a wholly-owned subsidiary of Classic Scenic Berhad, the only
public quoted company in the entire picture frame moulding
industry in the country with its shares traded on the Stock
Exchange of Malaysia.
Executive Director, Mr. Simon Lim (pic), says: “Our journey
began in 1988 at a time when the Malaysian wooden picture
frame moulding industry was in its infancy. Many were the
challenges that came our way, but in surmounting most of them,
and more importantly, enhancing our learning curve greatly in
the process, we are now undoubtedly, and proudly, the largest,
most established, and renowned Malaysian manufacturer of
wooden picture frame mouldings.
“Significantly, we are the first Malaysian manufacturer of this
product to be accorded the ISO 9001. The icing on the cake
has been the accolades that have also been conferred on
Classic Scenic including the Enterprise 50 Award, a prestigious
annual award programme organised by the Small and Medium
Industries Development Corporation and Deloitte Malaysia
to recognise the achievements of enterprising home-grown
companies.”
According to Mr. Lim, the company’s commitment to quality
begins right from the sourcing of raw materials whereby only
approved and regularly evaluated suppliers who are familiar
with its demanding quality specifications are in its list of

stable providers. From arrival at the factory, its Total Quality
Management chain continues with strict inspection of incoming
raw materials, close monitoring of the production processes
right up to exacting release procedures of finished goods. The
company also continues to explore the use of alternative woodbased materials to reduce reliance on certain timber species
and to counter excessive price increases for those species.
Innovation remains the key pillar in the company’s philosophy,
and it strives to come up with at least 12 new designs every year
to influence trends and to cater to changes in its customers’
needs. The company currently carries over 4,000 different
moulding designs that are constantly increasing in numbers.
Production is currently spread over six factories, covering a total
area of 48,000 square meters in Rawang, Selangor. Its stateof-the-art machineries are regularly serviced by its principal
suppliers from Germany, Singapore and Italy to ensure smooth
and optimum performance.

29

Ranked among the world’s leading suppliers of consistently
distinctive quality mouldings, Finesse Moulding has wellestablished markets in the United States of America, Japan,
Europe, Australia, Canada, Middle East and Asian countries like
China as well as Malaysia.

“One of the things that always make us very proud is when we
casually come across our wooden picture frame mouldings as
they enhance the beauty of the subjects within. Our specialisation
in this field has resulted in many proud moments as we see our
works displayed in all the countries that we supply to.

Adds Mr. Lim: “We value all our customers and know that time
and convenience is of utmost importance. In this respect, we
have initiated many measures to facilitate business and by
simplifying orders from our understandably extensive item lists.

“Having come thus far, resting on our laurels is the last thing on
our mind as we diligently pursue a continuous improvement
strategy, focusing on best practices, cost rationalisation, shop
floor controls and total quality management, All these will
continue to power us on the road to future overall excellence.”
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The European and New Zealand softwoods have a certain
marketability within Asia, including Malaysia, where these
timbers are used in furniture-making as well as for structural
purposes, says Mr. Chang.
In carrying out its raw materials sourcing, KJH collaborates with
several reliable mills in Sweden, Ukraine and New Zealand to
confirm that the timbers used in its own pallet manufacturing
and for supply to its local buyers are from sustainable sources.
Besides its core business of pallet manufacturing, KJH has
also upgraded its services to being a full one-stop packing
and logistic solution provider. This includes providing packing
material solutions, such as wooden crates packing, vacuum seal,
industrial packing and based skid packing, to transporting to its
buyers’ destinations.
KJH’s manufacturing and packing operations are carried out
at two mills located in Batu Pahat, Johor. These mills focus
primarily on pallet manufacturing and packing materials
involving Malaysian hardwood pallets, Pine pallets, plywood
and LVL pallets, plastic pallets and wooden crates. They are
also equipped with a kiln-drying chamber and heat treatment
facilities to achieve ISPM-15 standards.
Another mill is under construction and is scheduled to start
production in year 2020. This mill has a built-up of more than
155,000 square feet to cater to the company’s future expansion
plans which include installing of automation machinery.
KJH has evolved from being a single product manufacturer of
wooden pallets into a one-stop packing and logistic solution
provider as well as being a wooden product exporter cum
importer. KJH also operates as a two-way solution provider, from
exporting Malaysia hardwood products globally to importing
softwoods for Malaysian manufacturing usage.
KJH is providing solutions to their buyers with a tagline ‘We
deliver to our promises’, says Mr. Chang.

KJH Wood
Industrial
Delivering on its promises

K

JH Wood Industrial Sdn Bhd was incorporated in year
2005 by Mr. Chang Yoon Kent (pic), its founder who had led
KJH from manufacturing wooden pallets to exporting a range
of wood products and components to the global market.
To expand its business outreach, KJH successfully incorporated
a subsidiary, which operates as a sales office, in Northampton,
United Kingdom. According to Mr. Chang, the setting up of
this sales office in the UK has proven to be an extraordinary
milestone in KJH’s growth.
Through this sales office, KJH has extended their business
module into the UK and other markets in Europe introducing
Malaysia hardwood products such as wood mouldings S4S/
E4E, wood joineries and semi-finished wooden components.
Besides market expansion, the incorporation of the UK sales
office has also created opportunities for KJH to source and
import softwoods from Europe. The company also imports
timbers from South America and New Zealand, mainly Pine and
Spruce.
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The Dato Koyah tomb in George Town, Penang, was carefully restored
after it was declared as a Category 1 Heritage Building with traditional
building materials and reclaimed timbers which returned the majestic
allure of the building

A Category 1 hit

I

t is a rather inconspicuous building, which makes it exceptionally
hard for one to even hazard a guess as to how important it is as
part of the UNESCO World Heritage Site. It is so easy to give this
building a miss as its exterior and fencing leave little clue of the
grandness within its walls.
Welcome to the Dato Koyah tomb, a structure that was listed as a
Category I Heritage Building in George Town, Penang. The tomb of
ascetic Dato Koyah, whose real name is Syed Mustapha Idris, is said
to be about 180 years old.
Only one-storey high, as a “Category I” building, the tomb required
the most urgent and highest level of protection using original
building materials where possible. Most heritage buildings in
Penang are classified as Category II which means that the buildings
are of special interest and warrant every effort of preservation.
Located in Jalan Transfer, over the years, the tomb was cement
plastered to cover its defects and the floor was raised many times

from its original level due to the perils of rising damp. Its timber roof
structure, windows and doors as well as frames were also termite
infested.
In 2014, the Dato Koyah Heritage Association approached the
state government for assistance and what ensued was a three-year
conservation and restoration project done with the support of Think
City, a community-focused urban regeneration organisation based
in George Town, which engaged the services of Dr Gwynn Jenkins,
a Consultant in Heritage Architecture and Cultural Anthropology.
“I was startled when I first saw the condition of the building. It was
not safe. It was a simple, loadbearing brick building which I believe
was built by the Indian Muslims in the old days,” said Dr Jenkins.
One of the first things Dr Jenkins told her restoration team to do
was to remove the layers of cement plaster on the walls, pillars and
floors. After weeks of chiselling off the cement plaster, what laid

The niches on the pillars and walls were discovered after the restoration team
chiselled off layers of old plaster.

The door, which has been restored with Chengal Mas, is a solid reflection of age-old designs from India.
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bare was the amazing ancient building techniques comprising the
usage of five-inch (about 12-13cm) clay bricks and lime mortar.
“There were doorways and openings in the walls of the tomb which
were cement plastered for some reason and there were about five
layers of the floor above the original one. When we dug further, we
found beautiful patterned cement tiles around the grave. Below
that level on the main floor were the original terracotta tiles,”
added Dr Jenkins.
“We also uncovered simple yet beautifully designed niches on
columns between the windows and mini minarets which could
have been used to place little lamps inside. Then, there was the
ceiling. When we took it down, we noticed that the timber beams
were infested with termites,” she said.
Balau and Merbau were used to build the roof with a cooling
terracotta V tile covering. All the timbers inside the tomb were
replaced with Chengal Mas. The view of the pitched roof from inside
the tomb is a gallant show of Chengal Mas’s strength. In contrast,
the flat roof of the verandah, though topped with terracotta tiles it
is supported by timber beams running below them. A small portion
of the timbers which are believed to be about 130 years old was
extracted from a shipyard in Lumut, Perak.
The grave itself is surrounded by elaborately carved timber panels
made of Rubberwood and Teak which sit between the silkysmooth pillar made of “Chettinad egg plaster”.
“The Chettinad egg plaster is not available in Malaysia and very
few people know how to make this plaster mix,” said Dato Koyah
Heritage Association secretary Encik Adam Malik Shahul Hamid,
who added that Dr Jenkins discovered how to make the plaster
from a heritage conservation group in India called M.Rm.Rm
Cultural Foundation.

“The Chettinad egg plaster is made of lime putty, jaggery, egg
white and marble dust,” said Dr Jenkins. She said the jaggery is
added as it helps the lime seep into the spaces in the mortar mix
similar to the way Gum Arabic is used by watercolour artists to
help pigments dissolve in water to give a softer and smoother use
to the paint.
“We learnt from old documents that the East India Company had
used jaggery to build Fort Cornwallis in 1809,” she said.
Much of the shrine’s damage came primarily from weathering and
the effects of sea water which made it necessary for the restoration
team to use permeable building materials such as the Chettinad
egg plaster.
“The land on which the tomb was built was once a swamp with
a large drainage ditch on one side. This tidal ditch ran from the
sea and all the way to where the KOMTAR Tower, which is situated
nearby, stands today and back to the sea again,” said Dr Jenkins.
The massive ditch was later converted into a brick walled drain
which still allowed water seepage from the ground. However, when
the drain walls were cemented, it blocked this natural flow.
“When you block ground water where would it go? It must go
somewhere and the first place it goes is to the softest thing it can
find. So, the salty ground water started going up the tomb walls.
In the old days, the brick walls were plastered in breathable lime
plaster and the floor with the terracotta tiles allowed moisture to
evaporate.”
“That is why we had to remove the cement plaster and use
traditional building materials which made the building more
breathable. We can’t prevent the environment from being hostile,
but we made it less hostile by making everything permeable,” said
Dr Jenkins.

The flat roof at the verandah is supported by timber beams.

The timbers in the building have been wisely restored.
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The structure allows plenty of natural light.

The restoration of the Dato Koyah tomb was completed in 2017 to
the tune of RM1.2 million. The heritage association is clearing the
area behind the tomb to make way for a herbal garden and kitchen,
among others.
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The might of Chengal Mas at the top.

The use of traditional building materials not only made the building
breathable; it also cools the air inside the tomb each time the
ground moisture evaporates. The use of reclaimed timbers show
that timbers can be customised for a variety of new users to create
striking works of wooden art.
Visitors are invited to enter and explore the cave-like installation.
Photo credit: www.dezeen.com

Pyramidal Pavilion, Italy
O

ver 1,600 wooden beams are stacked on top of another to
form this intricate pavilion, designed by Italian architect Mr. Peter
Pichler. Called Future Space, it is designed to show how wood
can be used to create a spatial experience akin to Renaissance
architecture.
“We think that, in the future, wood will more and more play an
important role in architecture. The project explores the potential
of wood in a non-typical environment, as a structure that should
transmit a spatial experience,” said Mr. Pichler.
The pavilion is formed of three curving walls, which are arranged
together to form a pyramid-like enclosure. Each wall comprises
a lattice of standard wooden beams, stacked at right angles to
one another. The beams vary in length and also decrease in size
towards the top, which gives the structure its curving geometries.
The walls sit close to one another, but they never touch, so there
are openings in three places, and a skylight at the very centre of
the space.
“Visitors are invited to enter and explore the cave-like installation.
The perforated structure filters light and evokes a playful game
of light and shadow. It forms three openings – one serves as the
entrance and the other two provide views towards the courtyard of
the university and other installations,” said Mr. Pichler.
Future Space is one of several temporary structures built for a
project called House in Motion, curated by Italian design magazine
Interni. Taking place across three locations, it asked designers to
create installations that looked to the future. Mr. Pichler believed his

The engraved wooden screens made of Rubberwood with the silky-smooth pillars made of Chettinad egg plaster. The panels above the
wooden Rubberwood engraving is made of Teak. The white patches on the floor are marks left behind by the sea water that has evaporated.

The pavilion is formed of three curving walls.
Photo credit: www.dezeen.com

design embodies his studio’s belief that wood will be the building
material of the future.
The project was delivered with support from timber building
specialist Domus Gaia and lighting brand Zumtobel. It was on show
at Ca’ Granda, at Via Festa del Perdono from 7-28 April 2018, to
coincide with Milan design week. After that it was relocated to new
exhibition sites, including the Venice Architecture Biennale 2018.
Source: www.dezeen.com
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18th Meeting of CITES CoP
L
ess than four months after the Intergovernmental SciencePolicy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services released
its landmark Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services warning that nature is declining globally at
rates unprecedented in human history—and the rate of species
extinctions is accelerating, with grave impacts on people around
the world—the 18th meeting of the Conference of the Parties
(CoP18) to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) convened in Geneva,
Switzerland.

CoP18 responded to this crisis, in part, by revising the trade rules
for dozens of wildlife species that are threatened by unstainable
trade linked to overharvesting, overfishing, or overhunting. As
Ms. Ivonne Higuero told delegates at her first meeting as CITES
Secretary-General, “Humanity needs to respond to the growing
extinction crisis by transforming the way we manage the
world’s wild animals and plants. Business as usual is no longer
an option.”
During the meeting, CITES delegates addressed 57 proposals to
increase or decrease controls on international trade in wildlife
and wildlife products, submitted by 90 parties. In addition, a
record 140 documents proposing new measures and policies on
international trade in wild fauna and flora were submitted for
consideration by the Conference.
In response to demand for African teak from western Africa,
CoP18 addressed the need for trade permits to include plywood
and other forms. Delegates also agreed to protections for the

Mulanje cedar, and mukula tree, which were added to Appendix
II, indicating they may become endangered if their trade is not
regulated. All Latin American species of cedar were also listed
in Appendix II.
Delegates also adopted the CITES Strategic Vision Post-2020,
positioning CITES as a leader in promoting transformative
change; environmental, economic and social sustainability;
and the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. And in a landmark decision, the critical role of
local and indigenous communities that live on the frontlines
of wildlife conservation and sustainable management, and
their need for adequate incomes and livelihoods, was widely
recognised.
CoP18 took place from 17-28 August 2019 and was attended by
169 member governments and the European Union, including
1,700 delegates, observers, and journalists.
As the world prepares for a landmark year in biodiversity
agreements in 2020, with negotiations on a post-2020
framework for biodiversity currently underway, several parties
considered that CITES represents the sharp end of biodiversity
policy frameworks, as it focuses on cooperation in enforcement.
Whether or not it will receive the financial and political support
that will be needed to ensure the Convention stays “fit for
purpose,” remains to be seen in the months and years ahead.
Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin, 				
Vol. 21 No. 101 | 31 August 2019

The Conference was the largest in its history, with more than 450 invited participants. Photo credit: IISD.

9th Trondheim Conference
on Biodiversity
H
eld under the theme “Making biodiversity matter:
Knowledge and know-how for the post-2020 global biodiversity
framework,” the 9th Trondheim Conference on Biodiversity
provided an opportunity for decision makers and experts from
around the world to informally discuss key issues related to the
global biodiversity framework being developed as a follow up
to the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 (post-2020
framework).

Held from 2-5 July in Trondheim, Norway, the Conference was
the largest in its history, with more than 450 invited participants.
It was organised by the Government of Norway, in partnership
with the CBD Secretariat, UN Environment Programme, the
Global Environment Facility, the UN Development Programme,
and the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN as a
patron.

The Conference aimed to support the process established by
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), by facilitating
a shared understanding of key knowledge areas, and helping
to ensure that the process for developing the post-2020
framework is knowledge-based, just and inclusive.

Following the opening session of the Conference, a high-level
meeting for invited guests was held in parallel. Hosted by Ms.
Ola Elvestuen, Minister of Climate and Environment, Norway,
the meeting focused on the post-2020 framework.

The Conference featured: presentations on a series of themes,
including on key findings from recent assessments, on increasing
action on biodiversity and ecosystem services as an asset for
sustainability in other sectors, and on developing the post-2020
framework; and interactive exercises, including on pathways
for the 2050 Vision for Biodiversity of “Living in harmony with
nature”.
Conference Co-Chairs Ms. Nina Vik and Ms. Finn Katerås,
Norwegian Environment Agency, produced a draft report with
conclusions and recommendations, which will be finalised in the
weeks following the Conference on the basis of participants’
input, and will be forwarded to relevant processes, including the
CBD Open-ended Working Group on the post-2020 framework.

The conference was attended by 169 member governments and the European Union. Photo credit: IISD

It included sessions on biodiversity financing and implementation
of the post-2020 framework, and a roundtable multi-stakeholder
dialogue on ambitions and actions. In the evening, participants
to a high-level dinner discussed issues related to reducing
deforestation from globally traded agricultural commodities.
Closing the Conference, Ms. Ellen Hambro, Director General of
the Norwegian Environment Agency stressed that the scientific
basis has never been bolder, and the biodiversity crisis never
higher on the global agenda. She urged reaching out to other
sectors, including agriculture, fisheries, energy, and transport,
and expressed her appreciation to all participants for their
enthusiasm and dedication.
Source: Ninth Trondheim Conference on Biodiversity, 		
Vol. 88 No. 18 | 8 July 2019
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16th Meeting of APEC EGILAT
T

he 16th Meeting of the APEC Experts Group on Illegal
Logging and Associated Trade (EGILAT16) was held at the
Dreams de Los Volcanes Hotel, Puerto Varas, Chile from 16-17
August 2019. MTC was part of the Malaysian delegation led by
En. Mad Zaidi Mohd Karli, Senior Undersecretary in the Ministry
of Primary Industries, Malaysia.
The event was attended by representatives from 14 APEC
economies, namely Australia, Canada, Chile, China, Indonesia,
Japan, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Papua
New Guinea (PNG), Peru, Chinese Taipei, Thailand and the United
States. Non-governmental organisations present at the meeting
were Global Timber Forum (GTF), International Wood Products
Association, Asia Pacific Network, Interpol, World Resource
Institute (WRI), International Tropical Timber Organization
(ITTO), Chilean Wood Corporation AG and CERTFOR Chile.

delegation updated the meeting on the next steps to
be taken by the Japanese Government in improving
the CWA.
The bulk of the discussions during the EGILAT meeting sessions
focused on policy theme discussion first proposed by Australia
and Japan in EGILAT15 in PNG. Public sector organisations were
also given the opportunity to present their views on the policy
theme. WRI, ITTO, OECD, CERTFOR Chile, FSC, IWPA and GTF
focussed on matters pertaining to the legal and sustainable
supply chain; and role of SMEs.

The key points arising from the APEC EGILAT16 meeting were:
•

The Timber Legality Guidance Template (TLGT) is
an initiative under APEC to create a knowledge
sharing platform for all APEC member economies on
each other’s timber legality system to promote the
trade of legal timber and timber products.

•

TLGT would serve as a simplified version of Malaysia
Country Specific Guide document formulated
between Malaysia and Australia to conform to the
Australian Illegal Logging Prohibition Act (ILPA) 2012.
It consists of an overview of the forestry, forest
ownership, laws regulating timber harvesting and
exportation, traceability mechanism and certification.

•

•

The Malaysian delegation led by En. Mad Zaidi.
Delegates celebrating the adoption of the SROCC. Photo credit: IISD.

51st Session of Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
T

The economies with TLGT document are Australia,
China, Chile, Chinese Taipei, Japan, the Republic
of Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand and the United States.
The documents are accessible through the link
https://www.apec.org/Groups/SOM-Steering-		
Committee-on-Economic-and-Technical-Cooperation/
Working-Groups/Illegal-Logging-and-Associated-Trade
Of importance is the TLGT from Japan, which
includes information on Clean Wood Act (CWA) and
businesses covered under this Act. The Japanese

he 51st Session of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC-51) adopted the Summary for Policymakers of
the Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing
Climate (SROCC) and accepted the underlying report.

The meeting in session.

The event was attended by representatives
from 14 APEC economies.

The SROCC assesses the latest scientific knowledge about the
physical science basis for, and impacts of, climate change on
ocean, coastal, polar, and mountain ecosystems, and the human
communities that depend on them. It also evaluates their
vulnerabilities and adaptation capacity, as well as options for
achieving climate-resilient development pathways.
The report has some alarming messages. The global ocean has
warmed unabated since 1970 and has taken up more than 90%
of the excess heat in the climate system. As IPCC Vice-Chair Mr.
Ko Barrett said during the press conference that launched the
report to the public, “Water is the lifeblood of the planet” and
the world’s ocean and cryosphere have been “taking the heat”
from climate change for decades, with “sweeping and severe”
consequences for nature and humanity.
The report highlights the urgency of prioritising action to
address “unprecedented” and enduring changes in the ocean
and cryosphere. It indicates that with any degree of additional
warming, events that historically occurred once per century
will occur every year by mid-century in many regions. Recent
hurricanes in the Caribbean, for example, are a testament to
this.

While sea level rise is currently rising more than twice as fast now
as during the 20th century and accelerating, the report notes a
projected rise by 30-60cm more by year 2100 even if emissions
significantly decrease and temperature rise is limited to below
2°C. This figure will be much greater if emissions continue to
rise unabated. In addition, as mountain glaciers retreat, they
are also altering water availability and quality downstream,
with implications for many sectors, including agriculture and
hydropower.
The SROCC was prepared by 104 authors from 36 countries,
31 of which are women, and 19 from developing countries or
countries with economies in transition. The report includes
over 6,981 cited references. The author team considered 31,176
comments from expert reviewers and governments in 80
countries, including 3,037 on the Final Government Draft.
IPCC-51 convened from 20-24 September 2019 in Monaco and
brought together more than 400 participants from over 114
countries and observer organisations. Although the meeting
was initially scheduled to end on 23 September, it went through
the night and concluded after 1:30 pm on the following day.
The meeting was hosted by the Government of Monaco and the
Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation.

Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin, 				
Vol. 12 No. 763 | 27 September 2019
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2019 Chile/Madrid Climate
Change Conference
A
fter a last-minute change of venue from Santiago to
Madrid, the 2019 Chile/Madrid Climate Change Conference
opened on 2 December 2019 with expectations that delegates
would finish negotiations on a few key issues, principally the
guidance for Article 6 (market and non-market mechanisms).
Other key issues included the review of Warsaw International
Mechanism on Loss and Damage associated with Climate
Change Impacts (WIM) and finance. But this was not the case.
The disconnects between the demands of people and science,
and what the process could deliver, and between countries
that want to look to the future, and those focused on the past,
ultimately undermined the ability for the Chile/Madrid Climate
Change Conference to deliver, despite running nearly 44 hours
overtime from the closing scheduled for 13 December 2019.
During the second week, the President of the 25th meeting of
the Conference of the Parties (COP 25) to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), Ms.
Carolina Schmidt, Minister of Environment, Chile, attempted to
facilitate progress on the outstanding political and technical
issues by convening high-level consultations. After ministers
and members of the COP Presidency conducted bilateral
consultations, the issues were divided into two tracks: one, for
Article 6; the other, for the WIM, response measures, and the
overall outcome decision.
Throughout the night of 14 December, there were protracted
ministerial-led discussions on these outstanding issues, which
resulted in this COP becoming the longest in the history of
the UNFCCC. On 15 December, many delegates and observers,
including UN Secretary-General Mr. António Guterres, expressed

disappointment with the few decisions adopted, and the
language related to ambition in the text titled “Chile-Madrid Time
for Action”. Several countries also noted, and expressed regret,
that Rule 16 of the draft rules of procedure will be applied to
many agenda items. Rule 16 is applied when parties are unable
to complete their consideration of the issue, often owing to a
lack of consensus on the substance, or on the process moving
forward. When applied, the issue is automatically included on
the agenda for the next session.
Countries were unable to reach agreement on Article 6. The
texts will be forwarded to the subsidiary bodies meeting in
June 2020. Several other issues were left unresolved, including
common time frames, long-term finance, transparency issues
for the Paris Agreement, report of the Adaptation Committee,
and report of the Consultative Group of Experts.
The issues that were concluded included the review of the WIM,
gender, and some finance-related issues, such as guidance
to the Global Environment Facility and Green Climate Fund.
Parties also adopted three decisions; each named the Chile/
Madrid Time for Action. While the decision related to the Paris
Agreement does not specifically call for greater ambition, there
is a suggestion for parties to consider increasing their climate
ambition.
More than 26,700 people attended COP 25, including over
13,600 government delegates, nearly 10,000 observers and
over 3,000 members of the media.
Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin, 				
Vol. 12 No. 775 | 18 December 2019

Ms. Carolina Schmidt convening the Presidency stocktaking. Photo credit: IISD

Ms. Naoko Ishii addressing the Council. Photo credit: IISD

57th Meeting of Global
Environment Facility Council
T
he 57th meeting of the Global Environment Facility (GEF)
Council adopted a Work Programme, comprising 48 projects
and five programmes, with total resources amounting to
USD588.5 million. The Work Programme includes two Impact
Programmes on sustainable cities and on food systems, land use
and restoration, as well as the first three Non-Grant Instruments
and the first dedicated GEF-funded initiative that will focus
entirely on indigenous peoples. It will benefit 87 recipient
countries, including 25 Least Developed Countries and 24 small
island developing States.

The meeting convened in Washington, DC, US, from 1719 December 2019, at the World Bank headquarters.
Representatives of governments, international organisations,
and civil society organisations attended the meeting, which
also included the 27th meeting of the Council for the Least
Developed Countries Fund (LDCF) and Special Climate Change
Fund (SCCF). The meetings were preceded by a consultation
with CSOs on 16 December.
Ms. Naoko Ishii, GEF Chief Executive Officer and Chairperson,
and Ms. Gillian Guthrie, Jamaica, served as Co-Chairs for the
meetings.
The GEF Council discussed a proposed strategy for private
sector engagement, identifying areas where the strategy could

benefit from further clarification and greater detail. Council
Members requested the Secretariat to present a revised strategy
at the 58th meeting of the Council in June 2020, and to present
an implementation plan no later than the 59th meeting of the
Council in December 2020.
The Council heard updates by representatives of the Minamata
Convention on Mercury and the Convention on Biological
Diversity, and by the Chair of the Open-Ended Working Group
on the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. The updates
included information on the Conventions’ activities leading up to
“super year 2020”, their implementation efforts, and upcoming
meetings. The Council also heard an update from the Ozone
Secretariat regarding the Montreal Protocol on Substances that
Deplete the Ozone Layer.
Convening as the LDCF/SCCF Council, Members approved the
LDCF Work Programme comprising nine projects, with total
resources amounting to USD59.95 million.
At the conclusion of the meetings, Council Members reviewed
and approved the Joint Summaries of the Chairs for the GEF
Council and LDCF/SCCF Council meetings.
Source: GEF Bulletin, 					
Vol. 192 No. 23 | 21 December 2019
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International forum on global
green timber supply chains
A

n international forum of forest enterprises, timber
associations, governments and intergovernmental organisations
has agreed to create a voluntary network among forest managers,
producers, traders, the processing industry and consumers to add
value to forests through the recognition of their economic, social
and environmental values and the incorporation of legality and
sustainability in all forestry operations.

The Global Green Supply Chain (GGSC) Network, which will be
maintained by a coalition of forest companies and other woodindustry stakeholders committed to work together towards legal
and sustainable supply chains, received support in a statement by
companies pledging to help build “a collaborative network of global
green supply chains to promote the sustainable development of
forest industries and contribute to the conservation and sustainable
use of global forest resources”. The network is open to all interested
parties worldwide, including stakeholders in producer countries
and along supply chains to the consumers of final products.
The international forum, held in Shanghai and Huzhou, China on 2225 October 2019, was the first global dialogue on how to improve
timber supply chains and make them legal and sustainable. It was
attended by more than 350 people, including major players in the
tropical timber industry and trade.
The International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO), the
lead co-organiser of the international forum, has a mandate to
promote sustainable forest management and the expansion and
diversification of tropical timber trade from legal and sustainable
sources. It has helped lead the GGSC initiative through its Legal and
Sustainable Supply Chains Programme. The other co-organisers of
the forum were the China Timber and Wood Products Distribution
Association (CTWPDA), the International Tropical Timber Technical
Association (ATIBT), and China’s Center for International Forest
Products Trade/National Forestry and Grassland Administration.
All four co-organisers are committed to supporting and facilitating
the establishment and operation of the GGSC Network.
“The development of global green timber supply chains will enhance
the production, processing, distribution and consumption of legal
and sustainable timber and forest products, including tropical
timber. In so doing, it will bring benefits to all stakeholders, from
governments and forest owners in the tropics to end-consumers,
and it will help us solve some of the world’s most urgent problems,”
said ATIBT President Mr. Robert Hunink.
Forum participants heard that the world is facing unprecedented
environmental challenges, including climate change, deforestation,
species extinctions and desertification.

45

Professor David Wonou addressing the session.
Photo credit: R. Carrillo/ITTO

“We know that forests, and especially tropical forests, contain
extraordinary biodiversity, are crucial for efforts on climate-change
mitigation, and have huge cultural importance for indigenous
and other traditional peoples,” said Mr. John Leigh, Chair of the
International Tropical Timber Council.
“Yet the land they occupy is also valuable for farming, ranching,
mining and urban development. To minimise the risk of losing the
forests, therefore, it is imperative that they generate substantive
economic benefits for income, jobs, livelihoods and development in
general. This is why we need green supply chains to ensure stable
supplies—domestically and internationally—of legal and sustainable
timber from sustainably managed forests.”
Among other things, forum participants discussed how to harness
the role of the wood industry to mitigate climate change; the
increasing demand for wood products globally; efforts to ensure
legality and sustainability in global wood supply chains; and how
to move forward in the development of global green supply chains.
“The industry faces many challenges in the global adoption
of green timber supply chains. It requires a spirit of partnership
throughout the industry and, ultimately, all actors will benefit,” said
Mr. Zhu Guangquan, Chief Expert of CTWPDA.
The GGSC Network will foster closer collaboration and exchange
between all partners in global supply chains by sharing information
and enhancing collaboration and know-how.
A key topic of discussion during the international forum was
the lingering perception among many people worldwide that
logging causes deforestation and therefore the forest industry is
a destructive agent. Changing this perception is crucial if woodbased products, and the forest industry, is to play its role in
mitigating climate change.
There was apparent consensus among participants that a main
priority should be to eliminate illegality, because illegal timber ruins
the reputation of the entire sector and acts as a brake on increasing
prices for legal timber and thereby increasing the competitiveness
of sustainable forest management as a land use. Another key
is building trust among stakeholders in timber supply chains,
which can best be done through open dialogue and transparent
processes.
Demonstrating—through green supply chains—that wood-based
materials are from legal and sustainable sources could be the
decisive factor. “Do this and the world is the oyster for wood-based
products,” said one speaker.
Source: ITTO

55th Session of International
Tropical Timber Council
T

he International Tropical Timber Council (ITTC) has welcomed
new guidelines aimed at assisting the restoration of degraded
tropical forests and forest lands and thereby enabling the
sustainable management of landscapes over time. This was one of
the outcomes of the ITTC’s 55th session held from 2-7 December
2019 in Lomé, Togo.
The Council also adopted guidelines on environmental and
social management with the aim of providing a user-friendly,
implementable system for integrating safeguards and risk
management into the International Tropical Timber Organization
(ITTO) project cycle.
Developed using the global principles agreed by the Global
Partnership on Forest Landscape Restoration, ITTO’s new guidelines
on forest landscape restoration provide direction at the policy and
operational levels for restoring degraded forests and formerly
forested landscapes in tropical forest biomes. The Secretariat will
revise the draft, taking into account comments received from ITTO
members, for formal adoption intersessionally.

The Council decided to pilot a new programmatic approach to
its work in the period 2020–2022, with four programme lines
as follows: Legal and Sustainable Supply Chains; Conservation
of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services; Forest Landscape
Restoration and Resilient Livelihoods; and Emerging Issues and
Innovation. During the piloting phase, the Council will seek to
further develop the programmatic approach with clear objectives
and a streamlined project-cycle process. It has established an
advisory board to receive updates on the pilot phase and provide
advice to the Executive Director.
The Council made five other decisions related to the administration
of the ITTO.
Several donors pledged new funds at the session: the Government
of Japan, the Government of the USA, the Government of the
Republic of Korea, and the Government of China. Among the work
funded with this money is a project to improve traceability in the
forest production chain in Guatemala and a pre-project to build
stakeholder capacity in the private and community forest sector
in Togo. Partial funding was provided for a project to improve
landscape management in the Giam Siak Kecil-Bukit Batu Biosphere
Reserve in Riau Province, Indonesia, and a project to increase
the capacity of local communities and the forest administration

Mr. George Tan from The Timber Exporters’ Association
of Malaysia representing MTC to deliver a paper on
“Resources and Supply of Sustainable Wood in Asia”.

Timber Malaysia

En. Mad Zaidi Mohd Karli (centre), Senior Undersecretary in the
Ministry of Primary Industries, led Malaysia’s delegation to the session.

to implement a community forestry programme in Kratie and
Mondulkiri provinces in Cambodia. Several existing programmes,
such as the Legal and Sustainable Forest Product Supply Chains
initiative, cooperation between ITTO and CITES, and statistical
capacity-building workshops, received additional funding, and 14
candidates were awarded ITTO Fellowships. Overall, about USD5.1
million of voluntary contributions have been pledged for the ITTO’s
work in 2019, including intersessionally. Other donors include the
European Union and the Government of Germany.
Speaking at the close of the session, Professor David Wonou
Oladokoun, Togo’s Minister of Environment, Sustainable
Development and Nature Protection paid tribute to the efforts
made and the energy deployed to ensure that the session was
inclusive and resilient.
ITTC Chairperson, Mr. John Leigh reminded delegates of the need
for a strong ITTO, “because no other organisation has the capacity
to both develop universally agreed policies and help countries
implement these on the ground”. He urged all delegates to do their
best to “make the organisation function as we know it can”.
In his closing speech, ITTO Executive Director Dr Gerhard Dieterle
told the Council that the secretariat would invest all its efforts to
bring new and additional financial resources to the organisation for
the benefit of people and forests in ITTO member countries.
“This is our key priority and commitment to all of you,” he said.
Source: ITTO.
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Malaysia serious in nature
conservation
P

D

Speaking at the ‘Environmental Stewardship in Addressing
Poverty to Achieve Sustainable Development for All’, a side event
of the United Nations General Assembly in New York, USA on 26
September 2019, the Prime Minister pointed out that Malaysia also
had kept to it environmental promises, including the one made at
the Rio Earth Summit in 1992 where it committed to maintaining
at least 50 per cent of its land mass under forest cover.

There are at least 14 different recreational sites in and around
the park. Despite being next to the most developed region in
the country, the forests of the park are rich in natural diversity.
The wealth of the park’s biodiversity contributes to Malaysia’s
classification as one of the mega-biodiversity countries in the
world.

Tun Dr Mahathir said despite Malaysia’s economic growth and
rapid urbanisation, maintaining its forests and making existing

espite its grand size and stature, Taman Warisan Negeri
Selangor or Selangor State Park remains largely unknown. The
size of the park is 108,000 ha, running from Hulu Bernam at the
northern tip of Selangor, down through Ulu Gombak and into Hulu
Langat towards the southern part of the state. It was established
as a ‘state park’ by the Selangor Government in January 2007.

Tun Dr. Mahathir addressing the event. Photo credit: Prime Minister’s
Office, Malaysia.

agricultural land more productive to meet increasing demand
could not have been achieved without adopting pragmatic,
progressive and sustainable development policies. He highlighted
Malaysia’s Eleventh Malaysia Plan (2016-2020) where substantial
resources had been allocated to implement a wide range of
actions to address climate change as well as to further enhance
conservation and restoration efforts.

Meanwhile, Water, Land and Natural Resources Minister, The
Hon. Dr Xavier Jayakumar said the Merbau tree was selected
as a symbol of the integrity of the nation’s forest as a result of
sustainable management and the conservation of the Malaysian
biodiversity.

There are many unique and wonderful aspects of natural history
documented on the park, including recent scientific discoveries
such as the tree species Vatica yeechongii , which occurs only
along a few forest streams, and an unusual new species of green
lacewing, Semachrysa jade sp. n.

This makes the park the third largest in Peninsular Malaysia
after Taman Negara and the Royal Belum State Park. The park is
managed by the Selangor Forestry Department. However, some
recreation sites in and around the park are cared for by the local
councils, Tourism Selangor and other agencies.

Source: BERNAMA.

“The Merbau tree
is also a symbol
of the importance
of the forest to
the
country’s
industries and the
economy,” he told
a press conference
after the opening
of the exhibition.
He said the tree,
which is known by the scientific name Intsia palembanica, was also
a symbol of the importance of forests to the country’s industries
and economy.

The forests of the park are especially important in providing a
natural habitat for wildlife such as tigers as well as many other
species including the pangolins, sunbears, serow (a type of
mountain goat), tapirs and mousedeers. The park is also home
to bats that are key pollinators and seed dispersers, important to
fruit farms located outside the park. Also abound are birds and
insects.

As of March 2010, the Selangor State Government had gazetted
over 93,000 ha as State Park under the National Forestry
Act, Selangor Enactment, with the promise of gazetting the
remaining areas in the near future. The area gazetted includes the
magnificent Klang Gates Quartz Ridge.

Merbau named Malaysia’s
national tree
P
rime Minister, The Right Hon. Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad
made the announcement when opening the Hutan Kita (Our
Forests) exhibition at the Kuala Lumpur Tower on 23 August 2019.
“With its hardy nature, I believe that all Malaysians can take the
Merbau as a symbol of national pride,” he said.

The establishment of the park was a result of the Project Towards
the Establishment of the Selangor State Park. Treat Every
Environment Special (TrEES), a local environmental NGO, which
began lobbying for the establishment of the park since 1998,
partnered the Selangor Town and Country Planning Department
to undertake the Project. While they were the main catalysts, it
was truly a community effort, with resident groups, nature lovers
and other NGOs all working together to make the Selangor State
Park a reality.
Source: Selangor State Park.
Visitors to the park. Photo credit: Selangor State Park.

The “Hutan Kita – Journey through our Rainforest” exhibition
was held from 24 August to 22 September 2019. Organised by
the Ministry of Water, Land and Natural Resources (KATS), the
exhibition was an initiative under the ministry’s Our Forest
Conservation Programme 2019-2020 that showcases the richness
of the country’s forests as well as the efforts that have been
implemented in preserving and conserving forests.
It sets a national record as the largest exhibition of tropical
rainforest trees with 850 species of tropical rainforest trees
on display and has gained recognition in the Malaysia Book
of Records.
Tun Dr. Mahathir officiating the opening of the exhibition. Photo credit: KATS

47

Selangor State Park
Home to rich biodiversity

rime Minister, The Right Hon. Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad said
Malaysia takes its commitment to conservation seriously and is
proud to be a signatory to an extensive list of global treaties on
conservation, wildlife, forestry and the environment. He said the
country also viewed multilateral environmental agreements as a
key part of its formula for balance in the sense of its responsibility
to the planet and its responsibility to its people to ensure their
right to food, clothing and shelter.

“Today, almost three decades later, I am proud to announce that
we have not reneged on that pledge. Malaysia’s forest cover is
currently at 55.3 per cent or 18.3 million hectares of our total land
area, exceeding Malaysia’s initial commitment at the Rio Earth
Summit. This represents the nation’s will and commitment to
conserve and sustainably manage our forest, its flora and fauna.”
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Source: BERNAMA.
The area gazetted within the State Park includes the magnificent Klang Gates Quartz Ridge. Photo credit: Selangor State Park

