
January-February

2021

NEWS

MPIC, MTC lend a helping hand

Deliberation on timber

sector growth 

MTC celebrates 29th Anniversary

INDUSTRY FOCUS

Showcasing the endeavours of 

four Malaysian timber products 

manufacturers in areas such as 

design, innovation, diversification 

and certification. 

GREEN GROWTH

Malaysia’s 100 Million 

Tree-Planting Campaign

COVER STORY

PEKA – Raising profiles, creating 
headways

SPECIAL FEATURE

Joining forces for tropical timber

e-ISSN 2756-827X 
ISSN 1394-6196

A CASE FOR TIMBER

At ease with wood



EDITORIAL
Dear Readers,

MTC marked its 29th Anniversary with a small-scale celebration 
in early January 2021. The MTC Chairman and Trustees, timber 
industry representatives, and MTC Leadership Team and staff 
attending the event also bade farewell to Mr. Wong Kah Cane who 
had served MTC in various capacities until his last day in MTC on 
15 January. Our report on the event is on page 6. 

To highlight the impact of MTC’s incentives and assistance 
programmes carried out for the industry, a new section – 
MAKING STRIDES – has been introduced in Timber Malaysia.  
In this issue, we showcase Wasaniaga Sdn Bhd and BE Wood Craft 
Sdn Bhd, both of which have participated in MTC’s Financial 
Incentive for Purchase of Machinery programme. Turn to pages 
16-17 to find out their productivity improvements.

Tuan Haji Hanafee Haji Yusoff, President of the Association of 
Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs 
(PEKA), details PEKA’s plans and aspirations for greater 
bumiputera participation in the industry. “Unity is strength” is 
the underlying message of Mr. Benoît Jobbé-Duval, MD of the 
Association Technique Internationale des Bois Tropicaux (ATIBT). 
He emphasised that enhanced ties between ATIBT and MTC will 
benefit the tropical timber industry. Their views are captured 
on pages 18-25.

Under INDUSTRY FOCUS, we showcase KF Door Sdn Bhd, PIO 
Hardwoods (M) Sdn Bhd, Priyakin Sdn Bhd and Green Panel 
Products (M) Sdn Bhd, through their stories of growth, from 
upstream to value added processing. Find out the companies’ 
areas of specialty on pages 26-33. 

In A CASE FOR TIMBER, Ar. Azman Zainal shares his passion in 
advocating the use of wood in architecture as well as reveals his 
ideas on supporting wood as the best natural building material. 
Ar. Azman’s inspiring story is on pages 34-37.   
 
We also feature the “100 Million Tree-Planting Campaign”, 
launched by Prime Minister, YAB Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin in 
January 2021. The campaign is supported by MTC. Australian 
journalist, Mr. Philip Hopkins reports on the state of forestry 
practices in Malaysia through his article entitled “Malaysia 
turns the tables on unsustainability”. Read both reports on 
pages 40-45.

Happy reading!

The Editor.

www.mtc.com.my
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The MTC Management wishes to recognise Mr. Mohd Azmi Sarman, Executive from Administrative 
Division for his hard work and dedication. 

Mr. Mohd. Azmi successfully carried out his tasks in finalising MTC HQ’s upgrade of the face recognition 
system by October 2020 and the AV upgrades by December 2020 with the ICT Division’s help. During the MCO, 
he completed these projects on time, working late nights and weekends at the office. He also completed some 
room conversions for Head of Division’s and staff’s workstations to ensure post-MCO normal work continuity. 
In December 2020, he and his Asset Unit started the process of enhancing MTC HQ’s Level 20 foyer and 
reception area, supervising the work thoroughly till its completion at end of February 2021. Congratulations! 

MTC Treetop Spotlight
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MTC WINDOW
Management Updates

Time flies and its tide waits for no man. Thus, in January and February 2021, as we celebrate MTC’s 29th 
year of establishment, we have pushed ahead with several implementations, moving forward in tandem 
with our 2021 Budget.  

In session already are the four Working Groups on Manpower, Raw Material Augmentation, Automation 
& Digitalisation, and Sawmilling as well as the Task Force on Import Facilitation of Sawntimber & Logs 
into Malaysia, all of which I’ve the privilege of heading together with representation from the 
Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities, associations and various stakeholders.

 Our efforts to augment raw material supply saw a webinar “New Zealand Pine: Super Softwood of the 21st Century” organised by MTC 
together with New Zealand Trade Enterprise where 99 participants joined in to learn about Pine’s features and potential applications. 

Cultivating market access remains our priority where MTC held online B2B sessions with Qatar and India, yielding potential trade 
worth RM1.7 million and RM855,000 respectively. Our industry participants have indicated their interest for more B2B talks, and we 
are going to organise more.

Combining market access expansion and digitalisation, MTC has introduced “TimbeReality – The Next Dimension” in February. It is a 
360° Virtual Reality hub where timber and furniture companies can feature their products on a dedicated online hub.

With these exciting line-up of implementations, I hope to see all hands on deck to work further to achieve them!

“LET’S POWER PROGRESS TOGETHER!”

MUHTAR BIN  SUHAILI
Chief Executive Officer

Shortly after I joined MTC in March 2020, the COVID-19 lockdowns began. Nevertheless, MTC has continued 
to be fully operational, supporting all our association members and working closely with the Ministry of 
Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) and other government bodies to be one of the essential sectors 
allowed to operate during the first phase of the lockdowns. 

During this time, MTC’s business continuity plan saw 50% of our staff working in the office, rotating shifts 
with the rest working from home to serve our industry’s needs and practising the necessary SOPs. 

In this period, we keep our stakeholders updated with invaluable support from our Chairman, Board of Trustees, and senior officials from MPIC 
with our new CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili giving MTC and the industry a great boost with his strong leadership and passion in tackling challenges 
head-on through open communication.

Another aspect of growth in our operations during this period is in our IT and infrastructure transformation. Besides the provision of new 
laptops, we have been fortifying our infrastructure facilities to serve webinars, multiple conference calls and a wireless environment. 

Continuing with transformations, we always strive to the next level. Being also a passionate photography enthusiast, I would also like to 
share with everyone – don’t forget to capture life’s “moments” amidst the hustle and bustle. It’s the little things in our every day that can bring 
meaning and keep life joyful. 

ROGER CHIN
Chief Operations Officer
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On 7 January 2021, YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd. Khairuddin Aman 
Razali, Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities 
(MPIC) together with MTC’s representatives led by CEO 
Mr. Muhtar Suhaili visited the temporary flood relief centre in 
Kampung Gali Tengah, Raub, Pahang which housed 82 families.

The Minister also visited flood victims at another temporary flood relief 
centre at SK Muhammad Jabar, also in Raub, and handed over financial 
aid, essentials and food items to more than 120 families at both centres. 

Later, the Minister visited an area near Kampung Lechar, where 
a collapsed bridge was washed away by the raging floodwaters. 
Senior Defence Minister YB Dato’ Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob also 
visited the area. 

A temporary bridge was constructed by the Malaysian Armed 
Forces to link Kampung Lechar to the nearby areas. Also present 
were Army Commander-in-Chief Tan Sri Datuk Zamrose Mohd 
Zain and officials from both Ministries. 

MPIC, MTC 
lend a    
helping    
hand 
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YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd. Khairuddin handing a food ration pack to an elderly flood victim.

YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd. Khairuddin (second from left), accompanied by Mr Muhtar (left), 
being briefed on the flood situations and relief efforts. 

MPIC Minister goes on the ground to 
assess the situations and hand over 
financial aid. 



Bringing timber industry towards 
Industrial Revolution 4.0 is among   
MPIC and MTC key priorities.
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Deliberation on timber 
sector growth

MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, made an official call on Deputy 
Minister, YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng, at his office in the 
Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) 
in Putrajaya on 13 January 2021.

The meeting discussed ways to further develop the timber 
industry in the areas of upskilling the local workforce, reducing 
dependency on foreign labour, facilitating the industry’s 
readiness towards IR4.0 as well as increasing Bumiputera 
participation in manufacturing and export penetration. 

The meeting also discussed the effects of COVID-19 on the 
timber industry and the programmes and activities planned and 
carried out by MTC to assist the industry through and beyond 
this challenging period. 

Also present during the meeting were MTC’s Director of Industry 
Development Division, Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob, and Director 
of Market Promotion Division, Ms. Alexis Chang. YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee stressing a point.

YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee (right) meeting with Mr. Muhtar (second from right), Mr. Mokhtar (second from left) and Ms. Chang.
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MTC celebrates    
29th Anniversary 

Mr. Muhtar delivering his speech.

On 10 January 2021, MTC turned 29  since its inception in 1992. The 
next day, a small-scale celebration was held at MTC’s HQ with the 
presence of the Board of Trustees, staff and representatives from the 
six national timber associations. 

The programme began with MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili’s speech 
followed by MTC Chairman Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor’s 
and a farewell message by Deputy CEO, Mr. Wong Kah Cane whose 
last day at MTC was on 15 January 2021.

 Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan (top, second from right) and staff working from home having 
fun tossing “yee sang”.

Tuan Haji Mazli speaking at the 29th Anniversary of MTC.
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After being presented with a token of appreciation for his services to 
MTC, Mr. Wong presented Chinese calligraphy scrolls written by him 
to Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan and Mr. Muhtar. 

The programme was followed by an anniversary cake-cutting 
ceremony together with members of staff who had also celebrated 
their birthdays in the month of January 2021. The SOP-compliant 
event concluded with a lunch. 

Ox-cellent 
CNY staff 
lunch 
This year, MTC’s Chinese New Year celebration “zoomed” into a new 
level of creativity due to the SOPs on COVID-19. The fete saw MTC 
Chairman Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor tuning in to give a 
few words of welcome followed by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili’s 
welcoming remarks. 

The festive mood was heightened when many staff members working 
from home tossed their prosperous “yee sang” salad bowls online 
together with those in the office. During lunch, a humorous CNY 
video was shown and a lucky draw was held, followed by a “surprise” 
visit from “Uncle Fortune” who distributed gifts to staff members. 

MTC also bade farewell to four staff members – Administrative 
Division (AD) Office Assistant Mr. Mohd Zaki Manap who officially 
retired in March, MTC’s Regional Head of MTC Americas, Mr. Chow 
Khoon Liam, AD Officer Siti Marahaini bt Azhari and MTC Europe’s 
Marketing Executive Mr. Egide Van Der Heide. 

Kudos to the Work Hard, Play Hard and Pray Hard (WHP2H) 
committee which organised the innovative and fun CNY lunch.  

Mr. Muhtar (second from right) tossing the “yee sang” with staff. 



7

NEWS
Exploring prospects 
for bamboo and 
plantation timbers
A delegation from the Malaysian Bamboo Society (MBS) paid a 
courtesy visit to MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili at the MTC HQ in 
Cheras, Kuala Lumpur on 4 January 2021.
 
The delegation included Dato’ Dr. Hjh Marzalina Binti Hj Mansor, 
President; Dr. Siti Rafedah Binti Abdul Karim, Vice President; and 
MBS members Dato’ Lai Yen Fock, Mr. Megat Zairul, Mr. Seelan, 
and Ms. Nor Azizah.

Also present were MTC COO, Mr. Roger Chin, MTC Industry 
Development Division Director, Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob, MTC 
Strategic Planning Division Director, Ms. Lau Li Har, and MTC 
Market Promotion Division Director, Ms. Alexis Chang.

Besides congratulating Mr. Muhtar on his recent appointment 
as MTC CEO, the MBS delegates also discussed with the MTC 
management team on ways to boost bamboo products’ innovation 
and development through research and commercialisation for the 
export market.

On 7 January 2021, the Forest Plantation Development Sdn 
Bhd (FPDSB) Chairman Tuan Haji Muhammad Sobri Bin Osman 
who is also CEO of Menteri Besar Kedah Incorporated (MBI), 
and FPDSB General Manager Mr. 

The meeting also explored the potentials of bamboo-processing investments.  

Mr. Muhtar chairing the MBS-MTC meeting.

Zharudin Narudin paid a courtesy visit to Mr. Muhtar at the MTC 
HQ. Also present were Mr. Chin, Mr. Mokhtar and Ms. Lau.

The meeting focused on ways to help more timber companies 
benefit from the raw materials as a result of FPDSB’s Forest 
Plantation Development Programme while promoting a better 
understanding of its licensing and permit requirements. More 
Bumiputera companies were also encouraged to take part in the 
plantation development programme. 

January-February 2021 Timber Malaysia

Online consultation  
on bamboo

A virtual consultative meeting was held between MTC, TDM 
Berhad and Malaysian Bamboo Society (MBS) on 11 February 
2021. The purpose of the meeting was to assist TDM in exploring 
the potential investment in bamboo and Paulownia plantation 
on its land. By engaging with MTC and MBS, TDM hoped to gain 
further insights such as in market information, demand and 
supply for bamboo and its utilisation. 

Present at the virtual discussion were MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili, COO Mr. Roger Chin, and Industry Development Director 
Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob, together with MBS President Dato’ 
Dr. Marzalina Mansor. TDM Berhad’s team comprised its 
Executive Director Tuan Haji Najman Kamaruddin, CEO Tuan 
Haji Mohamad Ghozali Yahya, Plantation Advisor Mr. Jalani Che 
Kar, Head of Strategy and Business Development Mr. Hasnol 
Zariman Hashim, Manager for Agribusiness, Mr. Joehansyarief 
Abdul Rahim, and Executive for Strategy and Business 
Development Mr. Azlan Zulkifli.  
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Upping MIDA-MTC ties

A delegation from MTC paid a courtesy call to the Malaysian 
Investment Development Authority (MIDA) at its headquarters 
at MIDA Sentral, Kuala Lumpur on 15 February 2021. MTC CEO, 
Mr. Muhtar Suhaili led the delegation along with MTC COO,
Mr. Roger Chin. 

On hand to welcome the visitors were MIDA’s CEO Dato’ Azman 
Mahmud; Executive Director, Manufacturing Development 
(Resource), Mr Mohamad Ismail Abu Bakar; Director, Food 
Technology and Resource Based Industries Division, 
Ms Khamilah Mohd Yusoff; Deputy Director, Food Technology and 
Resource Based Industries Division, Ms Azhana Mohamed Saleh, 
and Senior Assistant Director, Food Technology and Resource 
Based Industries Division, Mr Dyrul Syahrytz Mohd Daud.

After MTC’s introductory session regarding its role and functions, 
the meeting centred on MIDA’s initiatives for the development of 
Malaysia’s manufacturing sector as well as areas of collaboration 
in promoting automation and digitalisation in the timber 
industry among other matters.

Also present during the visit from MTC were Director of Industry 
Development Division, Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob, MTC Head 
of Investment Division, Mr. Edward Tan and MTC Director 
of Corporate Communications Division Ms. Noraihan Abdul 
Rahman. The number of MTC’s delegates was limited to only five 
due to adherence to MIDA’s SOPs for visitors. 

Mr. Muhtar (second from right) presenting a memento to Dato’ Azman
as Mr. Mohamad Ismail (left) and Mr. Chin look on.

MIDA and MTC representatives at the meeting.

Dato’ Azman (left) and Mr. Muhtar leading the discussion.
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NZ Pine possibilities 
Held as the first in the series on Raw Material Augmentation, MTC’s 
Industry Development Division co-organised the “New Zealand Pine: 
Super Softwood of the 21st Century” webinar together with New 
Zealand Trade and Enterprise (NZTE) on 27 January 2021.

The webinar focused on providing the Malaysian timber industry 
with in-depth knowledge of the versatile New Zealand Pine and its 
cost-effective solution across a large range of applications as well as to 
connect New Zealand companies with Malaysian manufacturers.

Mr. Jeremy Warnes, Business Development Manager of Scion started 
off the session by acquainting participants with New Zealand Radiata 
Pine, expounding on its sustainable origins, features and how they 
are processed scientifically to strengthen the wood’s durability for a 
wide range of industrial applications. 

Five New Zealand companies and their representatives also joined the 
introductory session – Mr. Hugh Sinton from Pan Pac, Mr. Gordon 
Wilmshurst from Juken, Mr. George Jiang from JAS Wood, Mr. Paul 
Duncan from Biotanex and Mr. Stuart Hazeldine from Sequal. Their 
sessions gave industry members in the audience an overview of their 
range of products and services available.

Also present at the session were NZTE Head of Business Development 
Ms. Fizal Fizura Fauzi and MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili who gave 
the opening remarks. A total of 99 registered participants joined in 
the talk, out of which were 69 timber industry members. 

First MTC webinar on Raw Material Augmentation.

MTC held a virtual meeting with the Russian Trade Representative 
Office in Malaysia on 13 January 2021. The meeting was initially 
scheduled as a courtesy call by Mr. Maxim Sokolov, Deputy Trade 
Representative, on MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, at the MTC HQ 
in Cheras, Kuala Lumpur. However, due to the Movement Control 
Order, the meeting was then held virtually. 

Also participating in the meeting were the Russian Trade 
Representative Office’s Chief Specialist, Ms. Ekaterina Latypova, 
and MTC’s International Business Development Division, 
(IBDD - Cluster I – East Asia, Europe and Americas) Director, 
Mr. Tan Ting Wai and Executive, Ms. Lai Mei Theng. Both 
organisations explored ways to boost bilateral trade of wood-
based commodities between Malaysia and Russia. 

In 2019, Russia’s export and import trade in timber and 
wood-based products was USD8.8 billion and USD1.15 
billion, respectively. Both parties also agreed to tap the vast 
opportunities available in the trade of timber and timber products 
between the two countries. 

Tapping Russia’s vast 
timber market

The webinar attracted 99 participants.

Clockwise from top right: Mr. Muhtar, Mr. Tan, Ms. Latpova, Mr. Sokolov and Ms. Lai 
meeting online.
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Power on - MTC working 
groups, task force

To achieve the objectives of MTC’s 14 focus areas on improving 
the industry’s competitiveness in the market, enhancing market 
access and creating more trade opportunities, four working 
groups (WG) and a task force (TF) have been set up by MTC. 

These committees are headed by CEO Tuan Muhtar Suhaili 
with representation from the Ministry of Plantation Industries 
and Commodities’s Timber, Tobacco and Kenaf Industries 
Development Division, Malaysian Timber Industry Board, 
Department of Agriculture (DOA) and the six national timber 
associations.

The WGs are the WG on Manpower (MWG), WG on Raw Material 
Augmentation (RMWG), WG on Automation and Digitalisation 
(ADWG) and the Sawmilling WG (SWG). The TF is the Task Force 
on Import Facilitation of Sawntimber & Logs into Malaysia 
(TFIF). The WGs and TF had conducted several meetings online in 
compliance with MCO restrictions.

The MWG met on 11 January 2021. This WG looks into the 
current manpower requirements of the Malaysian timber 
industry with the aim of facilitating discussions to address 
manpower requirements of timber processing activities. The 
MWG looks into issues of improving local knowledge talent, 
reducing dependency on foreign workers and improving 
productivity of workers. MTC was invited to be a member of the 

Technical Committee on Furniture Industry under the JTKSM 
(Jabatan Tenaga Kerja Semenanjung Malaysia or the Department 
of Manpower of Peninsular Malaysia). MTC has also attended the 
meeting of the Committee for Technical Task Force on Adherence 
to Laws and Policies for the Furniture Industry.

The SWG was set up in July 2020 to explore ideas or proposals to 
improve efficiency and reduce manual labour in the sawmilling 
sector especially in material handling and post-sawing 
processes. Five members from the Malaysian Wood Industries 
Association (MWIA) are in the SWG as well. A meeting was 

Additional programmes and proposals to augment raw material supply come 
under the purview of the RMWG.

The MWG is looking into reducing dependency on foreign workers while developing 
local knowledge talents.
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held on 12 January 2021 with TAR University College (Faculty 
of Engineering and Technology) in view of a possible research 
collaboration.

The RMWG met on 20 January 2021 to discuss on additional 
programmes and proposals to augment raw material supply. 
Some of the topics discussed were the Malaysian Panel-Products 
Manufacturers’ Association’s (MPMA) proposal to promote in 
China oil palm trunk veneer for finished products, using bamboo 
as alternative raw material, a proposal to establish a consortium 
to manage the import of logs, holistic planning for continuity of 
raw material supply including gathering statistical information 
on available and future supply of raw material.

The ADWG met on 22 January 2021 to address pertinent issues 
of the timber industry, particularly to drive the industry towards 
factory transformation by accelerating the adoption of automation 
and digitalisation. Short and medium-term plans to accelerate the 
adoption of advanced automation and digitalisation in the timber 
industry are being developed to increase productivity, encourage 
product creativity, enhance product diversification besides reducing 
dependency on unskilled foreign workers. Members of this working 
group, besides from MTC, include one representative from each of 
the six national timber associations and a co-opted member from the 
Malaysia Productivity Corporation.

The TFIF, which met on 27 January 2021, aims to assist and 
provide relevant trade and industry-specific information to 
the DOA for the purpose of conducting import risk analysis 
on sawntimber and logs, and bringing up matters arising from 
the implementation and enhancement of existing and new 
phytosanitary measures on the importation of sawntimber 
and logs. 

So far, the TFIF has looked into pest risk analysis, the 
importation of Red Cedar from Canada and the extension of 
the validity period of import permit granted by DOA/MAQIS  
(Department of Malaysian Quarantine and Inspection Services) 
due to port congestion. MTC will consolidate future requests 
from the industry and send to the DOA the list of timber species 
for pest risk analysis as well as gather information for DOA on the 
import procedures for logs and sawntimber in China, Indonesia, 
Vietnam where available. The Malaysian Wood Moulding and 
Joinery Council (MWMJC) and MTC have sent an official request 
to DOA for the extension of the validity period of DOA’s import 
permit due to port congestion. In another meeting between 
MTC and MAQIS on 9 February 2021 regarding the issue of port 
declaration caused by port congestion, MAQIS said it will address 
this issue on a case-by-case basis. 

The ADWG aims to address the promotion of automation and digitalisation among members of the timber industry.
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New dimension for 
timber showcase
Promoting timber products online is headed for a new level with 
the launch of TimbeReality – The Next Dimension. MTC’s Market 
Promotion Division held an introduction session of this new 
marketing platform on 5 and 9 February 2021.

TimbeReality is a 360° Virtual Reality (VR) hub where timber and 
furniture companies will be able to display their products on a 
dedicated website. This innovative platform will be accessible to 
buyers and investors around the world, offering them a closer glimpse 
of Malaysian timber companies’ capabilities without the limitation of 
airfares, long distance travel and different time zones.

Participation in this VR promotional tool is open to all timber 
companies belonging to any of the six Malaysian timber associations. 
As an introduction, timber manufacturing companies can apply to 
receive financial incentives from MTC to join in TimbeReality. Each 
company will get their own “showroom” to display their products 
with personalised façade and interior. They can display their own 
showroom during exhibitions or outreach programmes to visitors as 
well as the public.

The gallery will house as many timber and furniture companies as 
possible, flaunting the beauty, diversity and quality of Malaysian 
made timber products.

The two introductory sessions held online during the implementation 
of the MCO attracted the participation of a total of 152 participants. 
MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili introduced the programme to the 
audience as well as explained its objectives and incentives for early 

birds. The first 15 companies who signed up are eligible for the Special 
Sign-Up Promotion and companies that signed up before 11 February 
2021 are eligible for the Early Bird Promotion. As a result, a total of 25 
companies have signed up for TimbeReality.

Incentives are provided for the three packages featured in 
TimbeReality – Virtual Reality Showroom, 3D General Showroom 
and 3D Personalised Showroom. 

The programme is expected to run from 1 February till 31 December 
2021 with the deadline for applications to join TimbeReality on 31 
October 2021.  

For more details, please visit:
http://www.mtc.com.my/images/cms/MTC_TimbeReality2021_Final-2.pdf

Virtual 3D showrooms are one of the features of TimbeReality. 

Mr. Muhtar and Ms. Chang at one of the TimbeReality online introduction sessions.

January-February 2021 Timber Malaysia
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Reaching an oasis    
of opportunities

Following MTC’s first online B2B with United Arab Emirates 
timber importers last December, MTC’s International Business 
Development Division (IBDD – Cluster 2 – South Asia, Middle 
East and Africa)  organised a B2B session with importers from 
Qatar on 8 January 2021. 

The Zoom session saw eight Malaysian manufacturers “e-meet” with 
eight Qatari importers. MTC COO Mr. Roger Chin welcomed the 
participants who were then allocated to individual ‘breakout rooms’ to 
further interact. 

Some of the issues discussed were the recent hikes in freight charges, 
the impact of the foreign exchange on the timber trade and the 
growing demand for green building materials in Qatar. 

The event was estimated to have a potential RM1.7 million worth 
of sales under negotiation with a majority of the participants 

expressing satisfaction with the session while a few others 
indicated the event had exceeded their expectations. 

On 29 January 2021, MTC organised another B2B session with 
importers from India. Officiated by MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili, the session also saw eight companies from India in 
discussion with eight Malaysian counterparts. 

The discussion generated potential sales worth RM855,000. The 
participants expressed their wish for the B2B’s to be continued 
with a focus on more panel products. 

The Malaysian industry participants also anticipated future B2B 
sessions to include other markets such as China, the EU, South America 
and South Africa, viewing the B2B sessions as a good platform to 
explore new markets and generate sales apart from discussing current 
trading issues with their international counterparts. 

January-February 2021 Timber Malaysia

The online B2B session on 29 January saw 16 companies from both India and Malaysia 
seeking trade opportunities. 

Mr. Chin and Director for IBDD Cluster 2, Mr. Khairul Anwar, moderating the Qatar 
B2B session.

The MTC team during the India B2B session. 
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MTC contributes to 
Projek Impian Remaja
A delegation from Projek Impian Remaja under the National 
University of Malaysia’s (UKM) Center for Youth Empowerment 
(PERKASA) paid a courtesy visit to MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili 
at the MTC Headquarters in Cheras, Kuala Lumpur on 6 January 
2021. The delegation comprised Dr. Nasrudin Bin Subhi, Head of 
PERKASA, and project coordinators Mr.  Muhammad Luqman 
Raof and Ms. Nurul Murshidah Zakaria.

Also present from MTC were Ms. Noraihan Abdul Rahman, 
Director of Corporate Communications Division, and Corporate 
Communications Managers, Mr. Andrew Kong and Mr. Azmir 
Mohamed Nor.

The meeting explored areas of possible collaboration between 
PERKASA and MTC under MTC’s Corporate Social Responsibility 
programme for the year 2021. These include reaching out 
to youths to promote job and career opportunities in the 
timber industry as well as create awareness on environmental 
sustainability.   

The Projek Impian Remaja was officially kickstarted on 8 February 
2021 via an online ceremony officiated by Deputy Education 
Minister 1, YB Muslimin bin Yahaya. MTC, having contributed 
RM10,000 towards the project was invited to be part of the 
launch along with other contributors. 

During the virtual signing ceremony, MTC COO Mr. Roger Chin 
presented a token cheque of MTC’s contribution. The Projek 
Impian Remaja Project, organised by the Ministry of Education 
together with UKM, aims to help B40 teenagers to develop their 
talents and skills in various fields.  

text.

Mr. Chin representing MTC at the virtual signing ceremony. 

Contributors from MTC and other organisations during the launch.

Dr. Nasrudin (third from right) receiving a memento from Mr. Muhtar.
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Golden Pharos shines in 
CSR and sustainability

Golden Pharos Berhad (GPB), a subsidiary of the Terengganu State 
Government, has won the 2020 Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
Award and Best Sustainability Report organised by CSR Malaysia, an 
organisation for Corporate Sustainability and Social Responsibility.

GPB has been selected as the winner based on its sustainability report, 
which was compiled in its Annual Report 2019. The report was also 
categorised as the top five in Malaysia according to ASRAR Award 
in Singapore. The report is aligned with GPB’s CSR activities that 
complied with its policy whereby it covered community and social, 
environment, sports and education.

The success achieved in the category of logging and sawmilling allows 
GPB to stand on par with the country’s leading companies such as 
Tenaga Nasional Berhad (TNB), Gerbang Alaf Restaurant Sdn. Bhd., 
Kumpulan Perangsang Selangor Bhd. and Bank Rakyat.

The award was presented by the Managing Editor and Co-Chairman 
of CSR Malaysia, Mr. Lee Seng Chee to GPB Group CEO, Datuk Nadza 
Abdul in a ceremony in Kuala Lumpur recently.

Datuk Nadza said the recognition was another success for the group 
when it was successfully selected and had competed with other 
leading companies in the country.

“This victory is a landmark for GPB to continue to run CSR 
programmes in line with the company’s policy which also emphasises 
the aspect of nature sustainability.

“The awarding of the best 2019 Sustainability Report proves that we 
are committed to ensuring nature is protected and it is also a bigger 
challenge in the future to make it better,” he said in a statement.

GPB had previously also made history among subsidiaries owned 
by the Terengganu State Government when it was nominated as the 
third best company in the Sustainability Report throughout Asia 
together with Sunway Construction Group Bhd, Singapore Exchange 
Limit and New World Development Company Limited from Hong 
Kong at the Asia Sustainability Reporting Awards 2019. 

Datuk Nadza (left) receiving the award from Mr. Lee. Photo credit: Golden Pharos Berhad.

The success achieved in the category of logging and sawmilling allows GPB to stand on par with the country’s leading companies. Photo credit: Golden Pharos Berhad.



Wasaniaga

No time to sleep for bed maker

The furniture sector in Malaysia has seen a 16.3% increase in 
demand from overseas in 2020 with wooden furniture exports 
to the American market surging up to 53.9%. One such company 
coping with the new demands is Wasaniaga Sdn Bhd, a furniture 
manufacturer based in Batu Pahat, Johor.

With a company history dating back to 1965 as a local furniture 
manufacturer, it had ventured to exporting furniture in 1991, 
producing a wide range of modern yet classically designed bedroom 
furniture as well as outdoor furniture using a mixture of Malaysian 
hardwoods such as Rubberwood and MDF. Its products reach the 
United States, Australia, New Zealand and European countries’ 
markets. Like many companies coping with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Wasaniaga had in November 2020 invested in new machinery to 
upgrade its existing finishing line process. Their new fully-automated 
body lift fixed thickness, premier lacquer sander and UV finishing 
line machine was purchased under the MTC Financial Incentives for 
Purchase of Machinery (FIPM) programme. 

The new machinery has helped them cope with recently increased 
production demands and shortage in manpower supply. 
Wasaniaga’s Vice President of Production Mr. Bu Yeong Pin said 
the automation is helping their productivity in the number of 
furniture pieces produced. “Before the new machines, we could 
produce 171 pieces per hour, but our capacity has increased to 293 
pieces per hour.” He said he and his team are very satisfied with 
the 71.3% increase in productivity which is also helping free up his 
company’s workforce to be delegated for other tasks. “The machine 
has helped us reduce the workload from five processes to just one 
process and lower worker requirements by more than 50%.” 

“In the future, we are hoping to streamline our processes even 
more through careful upgrades, thus the boost from the FIPM 
programme especially during this challenging time is a welcome 
measure to help more companies cope. I also hope there will be 
more relevant incentives like this in the future to help us to excel 
even more in this industry,” he added. 

Wasaniaga is pleased with the 71% increase in productivity after the 
new machines were installed.
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BE Wood Craft

Sitting tight for a new rise

Sofas, dining sets, bar stools, counter height sets and bar height sets – 
BE Wood Craft has been producing a selection of quality Rubberwood 
furniture for more than 10 years. Their experience has run the gamut 
of the value chain of wooden furniture manufacturing, beginning 
from logging to wood processing and now, furniture production. Yet, 
they’re not ready to rest on their laurels.

Having expanded their business significantly over the years to 
establish over 70% of their market in North America (USA and 
Canada) and the rest in Australia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa and 
India, BE Wood Craft’s Managing Director, Mr. G.K. Siang said his 
company is willing to innovate their state-of-the-art manufacturing 
to meet high standards and customer satisfaction.

“We have invested in a few sets of new machines in the later part of 
2019 to automate our profiling process, and improve cutting, drilling 
and shaping and even for easier insertion of e-nuts into the back of 
the chair,” Mr. Siang said. 

Purchased with the aid of MTC’s Financial Incentive for Purchase 
of Machine (FIPM) programme, the new additions have so far eased 
staff’s workload. “With the new machine, for example, our new 
cutting, drilling, mortising and routing machine with conveyor is able 
to replace four machines and reduce the number of workers from four, 
one each to the previous machine to one worker for the new one,” he 
explained.

His factory recorded an increase in the number of pieces produced 
per hour. “Previously, it was 61 pieces per hour, but with the new 
machines, it’s 125 pieces per hour,” Mr. Siang said.

“This has tremendously improved my factory’s management of 
worker’s efficiency and I’m very satisfied with the progress so far. 
I hope MTC will consider to extend the programme to expand the 
amount of incentives per machine,” he said with a smile.  

The new machines have improved BE Wood Craft’s management of workers by increasing their efficiency.



PEKA - Raising 
profiles, 
creating 
headways
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The year 2021 looks like a more busy year for the Association 
of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs’s 
(“PEKA” in Malay) President Tuan Haji Hanafee Haji Yusoff who is 
also a member of MTC’s Board of Trustees. 

With the Malaysian Government’s 2021 Budget expanding on 
plans to raise the profile of Bumiputera entrepreneurs in the 
wood industry, the relentless Tuan Haji Hanafee has been poised 
to take on the challenges armed with his decades of experience 
in the timber industry. His exposure under several programmes 
like those under the Guthrie vendorship scheme and JETRO 
(Japan External Trade Organisation) among many have allowed 
him a vantage point with which to analyse and learn from both 
successes and setbacks. 

One of the ongoing projects that PEKA is involved in is the 
Bumiputera Entrepreneurs’ Development Programme (BEDP)  
which helps to facilitate the development from OEM to ODM 
and eventually to OBM products. The BEDP started back in 2017 
and is PEKA’s brainchild proposed for three years under the 
Bumiputera Agenda Committee (BAC), sponsored by MTC and 
managed by the Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB).

“We had produced 12 prototypes with a full range of products 
which we had planned to exhibit at the EFE in March 2020 
(Export Furniture Exhibition). But as it were, MTC had their first 
Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE) in 2019 so we took the opportunity 
to display our products there to test the response of potential 
buyers in terms of design, pricing and other areas.   
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“We received very good response from MWE visitors,” Tuan Haji 
Hanafee said, citing the organiser’s excellent service of profiling 
visitors. “We had specified to the MTC’s organising committee we 
have these specific types of products which are geared towards ID 
jobs. So, hoteliers, developers and the like were invited to the fair.”

Another programme that PEKA had helped develop was the 
Credible Entrepreneur and Marketing Promotion programme 

(CEMP). CEMP comprises three Bumiputera companies which 
are members of PEKA that produce wood-based products and 
furniture under the brand name Nokta. Focusing on the medium 
end market, he said the aim of CEMP was to show that big 
numbers aren’t necessary for success. “The way to lead is to let the 
leader of this cluster who is more well-versed in certain areas lead 
and two others to assist.” He revealed that CEMP had initially 
started off with groups of five companies each but a few have 
pulled out. “It is not easy to go into the export market especially 
when you need to make larger investments,” he said.

Prior to that, PEKA had also developed the Certified Timber 
Credible Suppliers (CTCS) programme in 2013, also funded by 
MTC. “It’s a programme we had devised to enter into the supply of 
timber, timber products and furniture to housing projects owned 
by government-linked companies like Sime Darby and JCorp,” 
he said. “We experienced a deep learning curve in the three-year 
programme – we learned how to approach GLCs, planning and 
strategising what and how to sell. By the time we reached the third 
year, our market exposure yielded more than RM100 million. The 
aim of CTCS is ultimately to be as a SPV – Special Purpose Vehicle 
to turn CTCS into a company. In 2019, CTCS Worldwide Sdn Bhd 
was formed and is now a subsidiary of MTIB.

“Hybrid” woodcarving programme

Moving forward and in line with the Malaysian Government’s 
2021 Budget which sought to further raise the profile of 
Bumiputera entrepreneurs in the timber industry, Tuan Haji 
Hanafee has been emphasising on promoting woodcarving, a 
strength of the Bumiputera entrepreneurs in the wood industry, 
to a higher level.

As traditional woodcarving is time consuming and difficult 
to commercialise, he advocated for a “hybrid woodcarving 
programme”.

“You can use the CNC machines and MTC can give incentives 
for the purchase of these machines,” he said. “During our MWE 

Showcasing various product prototypes from the BEDP programme and various projects at the Malaysian Wood Expo 2019.

PEKA emphasises on promoting woodcarving, one of the 
strengths of Bumiputera entrepreneurs in the wood industry.
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Bringing tradition together with technology, PEKA is collaborating with academic institutions to develop more affordable CNC machines for the industry.
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show, under the BEDP, I had incorporated ‘hybrid’ woodcarving 
using CNC as seen in Jakarta when I visited IFMAC (International 
Furniture Manufacturing Component Exhibition). 

“By this, you cut down the time for production, thereby, cutting 
down the initial costs while increasing the quantity,” he said. 

“In the latest brainstorming session we had with MTIB, PEKA had 
also proposed for woodcarving to be the icon of the country  ,” 
he said, deriving inspiration from how Indonesian woodcarving 
is displayed at the Soekarno-Hatta international airport. In the 
same vein, he also proposed for woodcarvings to be displayed 
at government offices, especially at the Ministry of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities’ (MPIC) premises and at the Kuala 
Lumpur International Airport.

Pragmatic approaches to success

He sees the COVID-19 pandemic as an opportunity to move 
forward with more marketing and manufacturing processes going 
digital towards the IR4.0 manufacturing process. He sees CNC 
machines as a part of this progress but costs would be a challenge 
especially for the small and medium-sized enterprises.

“I am confident that with the government’s continued support in 
this aspect, we can leapfrog from where we are at today. 

“ While government contracts have been the bulk of projects for 
Bumiputera entrepreneurs for many years, they have become 
more competitive. In this aspect, we have to raise our level 
particularly in terms of design, production and marketing in 
the open market. To assist our members to fare well in the open 
market, we have to provide guidance in these areas such as 
finding the right expertise to handle the CNC machines as well as 
developing the relevant software which is not cheap.

Sowing the seeds of change

PEKA’s objective as an association is also to network with 
government agencies, other timber associations as well as 
institutions of higher education.

In 2018, PEKA has embarked on a research with Professor Dr. 
Jegatheswaran Ratnasingam from the Faculty of Foresty and 
Environment of UPM (University Putra Malaysia), resulting 
in the publication of the book – “Analysing Bumiputra 
Entrepreneurs’ Performance in the Furniture Sector”. “Prof Jega’s 

NOKTA is one of the prominent brands to emerge out of PEKA’s CEMP programme.

Woodcarving has also been proposed as to be an icon of Malaysia. Tuan Haji Hanafee together with PEKA members on a business trip to China.

Laser and CNC cuttings present endless possibilities for functions and designs.
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findings included: ‘if you want the Bumiputera to succeed, why 
not look into their strengths’?” Tuan Haji Hanafee said. 

“To date, we have an MOU with GMI (German-Malaysian 
Institute) in Bangi, and we’re working with the Malaysian 
Academy of SME & Entrepreneurship Development (MASMED) 
at University of Technology MARA in Shah Alam as well 
as Malaysian Italian Designer Institute (MIDI) and UniKL 
(University of Kuala Lumpur) apart from University College TATI 
in Kemaman Terengganu. Another university  the association is 
working with is UniSZA (University of Sultan Zainal Abidin) in 
Terengganu where PEKA is focusing on boatmaking.

Besides working with universities, PEKA is working with MWMJC 
to capitalise on Bumiputera creativity in design to incorporate 

the Malaysian touch into joinery products. “We have had our first 
discussion a few months ago about a pilot project but it has been 
slowed down due to the lockdowns,” he shared.

PEKA is also collaborating with the Malaysian Panel-Products 
Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA) in the latter’s community 
farming project in Negeri Sembilan.

“Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman Rahman (MPMA’s Chairman) has 
informed me that with the launching of MPMA’s community 
farming, he encouraged us to do seedlings supply for the nursery 
of Eucalyptus and supply to the community farms. I think it is a 
good opportunity and we’re looking into this as well,” he said.  

Tuan Haji Hanafee attending to an enquiry at the Malaysian Wood Expo booth.

The Nokta brand has won the Japan Good Design Award in 2018.



Joining forces  for 
tropical timber

MTC: What are the main challenges that you 
and/or members of your organisation have 
had to face in promoting Malaysia as a timber 
producing country based on sustainable forest 
management practices?

ATIBT: The main challenges we would face in promoting Malaysia 
as a wood-producing country is the lack of Malaysian members in 
our association and the lack of Malaysian stakeholders in ATIBT. 
We need to have members from this country to have reliable 
information from the field so that we can act effectively. It is in 
this sense that a rapprochement between MTC and ATIBT would 
be useful.

As an association defending all tropical woods of sustainable 
origin, the role of ATIBT is also to work on the communication of 
woods of Malaysian origin, but we also need to think about ways 
and means to do this. I am sure we have common values, and we 
should act together.

MTC: To what extent has MTC influenced timber 
policies of European countries (particularly 
Western European) and perceptions of end-users 
and the general public towards tropical timber?

ATIBT: The MTC is a very recognised organisation that has long 
been working on the image of Malaysian timber. Very active 
marketing. In my opinion, its action has been particular at the 
level of the European federations as well as at the level of trade 
fairs, but in fact, to be sincere, I would like to better know how 
you are working.

Nevertheless, what I believe is that the “Malaysia” brand is 
associated with a high level of quality, a maximum degree of 
processing in the regions of production, and a variety of products 
and essences that are very interesting for the European market. 
The way in which MTC strengthens and supports the Malaysian 
wood industry globally is remarkable, by participating in various 
strategic activities, and furniture and international trade fairs. 
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Mr. Benoît Jobbé-Duval, Managing Director of Association Technique Internationale des Bois Tropicaux 
(ATIBT) aka International Tropical Timber Technical Association, shares his views on the status of the tropical 
timber trade and the benefits from enhanced collaboration and cooperation between ATIBT and MTC to better 
serve the interest of the tropical timber industry.
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The various MTC regional offices around the world are also an 
example and we are extremely grateful for this medium- and 
long-term investment that MTC has been making for years, 
benefiting the image of tropical timber in general.

MTC: Tropical timber had been the target of 
discrimination, bans and boycotts in Western 
Europe. What is the situation today? Do you 
think that the anti-tropical campaign has lost 
its bite?

ATIBT: Yes, indeed, African tropical woods have been the target 
of attacks but today, because of the efforts that have been 
made, these attacks are perhaps less harsh. Our objective is, for 
the ATIBT, to demonstrate that there is a group of operators 
strongly committed to sustainable management, and that the 
right actors should not be mixed up with the traffickers. 

That said, we must remain extremely vigilant and fight against 
the trade in illegal timber every day, and promote certified 
timber. 

MTC: How do you see the European market’s 
response to Malaysian and other tropical 
timbers in the next few years? What factors will 
influence the response of the European market 
in the future?

ATIBT: In my opinion, the whole image of tropical wood must be worked on, and we must ensure that the European consumer is 
convinced that the consumption of tropical wood of sustainable origin is a good way of conserving tropical forests, by giving them 
value. In this respect, uniting our messages would certainly be a good thing.

Furthermore, we must think about arguing in the face of some very negative decisions for tropical wood, which is excluded on principle 
from certain books in Europe. We need to explain what is behind the sustainable management of tropical forests, and all the efforts 
that are being made by these operators.

MTC and ATIBT have some common goals, in particular in some key issues common to our two organisations, for example, Nordic 
Swan, Olympic games in Paris 2024, but also in some future issues because, as you know, this fight against tropical wood could 
continue in Europe due to protectionism and other reasons. The organisation of conferences, seminars and symposia to jointly promote 
tropical timber could also be considered.

Another important point could be to share your issues concerning the import controls of wood from Malaysia into the European 
Community. 
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MTC: How is the impact of Covid-19 to the timber sector in Europe? What are potential areas of 
collaboration that your organisation and MTC could explore to improve the trade of timber products 
between countries in Europe and Malaysia?

ATIBT: I believe that the impact of Covid-19 on the timber sector in Europe is negative overall, with remarkable resistance from the 
construction and furniture sectors. Unfortunately, the final outcome will have to be seen, because we are not at the end of the crisis. 
Potential areas of collaboration that ATIBT and MTC could explore to improve trade in wood products should be discussed in detail, 
but always starting with good promotion of certification, and support for the image of tropical timber. Very concretely, supporting the 
Fair&Precious initiative could be a good way to pool certain means, sharing with ATIBT your ideas about this brand and the marketing 
of ATIBT.

MTC: Are there activities to be carried out at the level of South-South relations, between ATIBT and 
MTC?

ATIBT: I would like to work and collaborate together on issues common to our two organisations, so as to work on synergies between us 
to develop and participate in a strong marketing in an active way.

Our two organisations have known each other for many years and have shared forums jointly to defend the interests of our common 
sector, that of sustainably managed tropical timber. As we know, it is through sustainable management that large extensions of 
tropical forests can be preserved from deforestation, because protected areas are not enough, of course, in the face of the fight to 
maintain tropical forest basins.

To this, it should be added that our organisations, as 
representatives of the private sector, thus represent companies 
that are major employers in the producing regions. In the Congo 
Basin, for example, the timber industry is the second largest 
employer after the state. 

European buyers often forget the role of the timber industry 
in tropical countries, both economically, socially and 
environmentally. We should better unite to speak with one voice 
on these fundamental messages.

I remember we had a meeting in 2019 between MTC and ATIBT 
(pic) in Paris. We had discussed the possibility of pursuing joint 
actions, it would certainly be an opportunity to resume this 
dialogue. 



The practical glass door swings open. From the dusty hustle and 
bustle of the traffic and fumes outside, one steps into a world of 
doors. Unhinged doors waiting to grace the boundaries of their 
new owners’ rooms within buildings. 

KF Door Sdn Bhd manufactures and supplies solid wooden doors, 
skirtings, moulding, flooring and all interior designed wood-
based materials. Its factory is in the town of Jenjarom which is 
about 30 minutes’ drive from Klang in Selangor. However, due 
to MCO travel restrictions, he has to meet certain visitors and 
customers in his other showroom situated on the busy Jalan 
Kuari at Kampung Cheras Baru in Kuala Lumpur.

Company manager Mr. Stanley Lai started KF Door in 2007. His 
wife, Mrs. Lai also helps him run his business, besides lending 

her initials to their door supplying company’s name. He runs the 
sales and operations with a modest number of staff.

From the reception area, full of doors are on display. One enters 
a small door to the workshop area where more door panels lie 
in various stages of completion. The smell of wood varnish 
permeates the air. A few workers were busy either sanding or 
putting finishing touches onto the wooden surfaces.

After the quick tour, he walked up a staircase made of beautiful 
Nyatoh wood reminiscent of rustic houses, leading towards 
another show hall upstairs adjoining his simple office which 
features a Nyatoh table, a showcase of his company’s repertoire 
of products.

KF Door  

Unlocking bolts   
of gratitude
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KF Door’s sister company Soon Huat Door & Lock supplies doors directly to end-users.
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“I also do special, customised items like solid wood tables and 
other OEM items for customers if required,” he said.

Apart from Nyatoh, KF Door also uses mainly Kedondong and 
occasionally Chengal, Balau, Merbau and Merpauh for its doors, 
50% of which goes to the local market while the other half goes 
overseas to countries like the Philippines and Singapore.

Having been in the door-making business since 1998 and after 
going through some challenging periods in his business even 
before the COVID-19 pandemic struck, Mr. Lai is taking things in 
his stride. 

“If one is surrounded by loved ones, having enough to eat and 
could live comfortably, although not lavishly, one is already 
blessed,” he said. 

INDUSTRY FOCUS 
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Even before the pandemic, Mr. Lai has pivoted his strategy and 
expanded his scope of business to provide services for end-users 
via his newer company, Soon Huat Door & Lock Enterprise. 

Currently, he is looking forward to experiment with resin 
injections as an added feature to his door panel products to 
augment a touch of interest on the designs and to add to his 
range offered. The designs are also done in-house and custom-
made according to customers’ specifications and preferences. 



Providing premium and quality wood products to all his buyers 
worldwide has been the guiding principle for Mr. Richard Wong 
since the establishment of his company, PIO Hardwoods (M) Sdn 
Bhd (PIO), more than three decades ago. 

As Founder and Managing Director, Richard also ensures that 
all of PIO’s timber traded are sourced from sustainably managed 
forest and have been strictly scrutinised before exportation. 

In this regard, Richard subscribes to the guidelines and 
requirements of the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest 
Certification (PEFC) for the sourcing of his timber.

Richard elaborates: “PIO is PEFC-certified and sources only 
legal timber. The quality of our products co-exists with the 
sustainability of the environment. As a leading timber product 
company, we are devoted to maintaining the sustainability of the 
forest.”

Started by Richard in 1985, PIO is headquartered in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. “We are a Malaysian-based company 
specialising 

in the manufacturing and trading of quality wood products, 
exporting across five continents,” says Richard.

PIO is focused mainly on supplying a variety of sawntimber and 
semi-finished products. With a yearly turnover of 150,000m3 

of timber, PIO has wide experience and knowledge, plus a good 
reputation in the timber market. Among the main species that 
PIO supplies are Dark Red Meranti, Mengkulang, Keruing, 
Yellow Balau and Kapur.  

Having been in the timber industry for 35 years now, PIO has 
gradually reached out to diverse markets across Europe, South 
Africa, Middle East, USA and China. 

From producing and supplying sawntimber and semi-finished 
products, PIO has diversified into the manufacturing and 
trading of premium wood pellets.

PIO 
Hardwoods
Premium quality 
supplier
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This is realised through, Rainbow Pellet Sdn Bhd, a sister 
company set up in 2014. With an annual production capacity of 
about 300,000MT, Rainbow Pellet is currently one of the biggest 
wood pellet producers in Malaysia.

“Our production capacity of wood pellets continues to expand 
with the extension of a third production location. This has 
provided much advantage to us not only in the local market but 
also extends to other challenging global markets such as Korea, 
Japan and China.

“Rainbow Pellet is the first company in the Asian region to carry 
the SBP and GGL certification. This is a testament to the emphasis 
Rainbow Pellet has on quality and sustainability,” says Richard, 
who is assisted by his son, David, in managing and running the 
family business.

“With our PEFC, SBP and GGL certification, we provide our 
buyers the assurance that our products are produced from 
materials which are 100% sourced from sustainably managed 
forest and manufactured according to international quality 
standards, concludes Richard. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wong with their sons, David (second from right) and Paul.



Confidence in leading entrepreneurship

Priyakin Sdn Bhd was established by Tuan Haji Hanafee Yusoff 
and his partner Tuan Haji Mohammad Mustafa in 1989. Tuan 
Haji Hanafee who is now the company’s Managing Director, is 
also helming various national timber-related organisations, 
most currently as the President of the Association of Malaysian 
Bumiputra Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA) and as a 
member of MTC’s Board of Trustees.

Hailing from Tumpat, Kelantan where the company is based 
today, his calling to entrepreneurship has its beginnings with his 
family’s background in the manufacturing and sales of timber 
products. He graduated from both Universiti Teknologi MARA 
(UiTM) in Rubber & Plastics Technology and the International 
Labour Organization’s (ILO) Entrepreneur Development training 
in Turin, Italy. The further trainings he subsequently
underwent with Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB), the 
Malaysian Entrepreneurship Development Centre (MEDEC), 
Bank Pembangunan and Japan Trade External Organisation 
(JETRO) have given him much insight as much as his first job 
as a Technical Commercial Executive for ICI (M) Sdn Bhd and 
thereafter as the Development Chemist for ICI Paints Sdn Bhd.

Garden of opportunities

From 1989 to 2004, Priyakin was one of the vendors under 
the Guthrie consortiums, so besides manufacturing under 

government contracts procured by Guthrie, Priyakin had started 
manufacturing with Guthrie’s guidance, and thus exported 
garden furniture to a few European countries. Under MEDEC ’s  
Bumiputera entrepreneurial training programme, he also travelled 
to several Scandinavian countries.”

“His company was also selected in 1994 to be trained by JETRO 
in a programme for Malaysian manufacturers.”

“The job was to produce dining tables through training by 
Japanese designers to produce products of high quality for the 
Japanese market. We would be evaluated every six months for 
three years by JETRO. 

“When we had finished our products, we went to Big Sight in 
Tokyo to showcase our products. Then, we would see if our 
products were acceptable by their visitors.

Priyakin 
Confidence 
in leading 
entrepreneurship

Wood slab furniture is one of Priyakin’s latest products.
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Business of ever-learning

During the time with Guthrie, he was also the President of the 
Malaysian Bumiputera Furniture Association (PETRA) where 
there were 142 manufacturers nationwide supplying furniture to 
schools, government departments and under Ministry of Finance 
contracts.

“After the Ministry of Entrepreneur Development was abolished 
in 2004, Guthrie had also closed down due to its restructuring. 
So, out of the 142 manufacturers, 70 remained,” he shared.

“That’s why I could transfer my experience to the Bumiputera 
Entrepreneurs’ Development Programme,” he said, referring to a 
project that he as PEKA president has helped start to inculcate the 
development from OEM to ODM and eventually to OBM products
 amongst Bumiputera entrepreneurs. “Besides the ability to be 
independent in business operations, we also learned about the 
correct costings and correct designs.”

There’s always innovation

A majority of Priyakin’s products are produced for government 
schools and offices as well as for private companies while the 
balance of 10% are products for the export market.

“We normally used Meranti, Nyatoh and Rubberwood,” he said.

Priyakin’s current products are woodslab furniture, which is 
made from salvaged timber (Sepetir, Surian Batu, Merbau and 
Raintree) to reduce wastage of raw material, and woodcarving 
and laser-cut panels for interior design jobs.

Tuan Haji Hanafee is currently developing products using laser 
cutting. “You can do calligraphic designs which is popular in 
the Middle East market, and also for door panels. I will tweak 
the products into a modular size to be packed into boxes. And 
then we can market that into the retail sector in Malaysia 
and overseas,” he said, adding that he is willing to share this 
endeavour with members of his association. 
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Values are upheld in different aspects. For Green Panel Products 
(M) Sdn Bhd’s Chairman Mr. Ramachandran and MD Mr. 
Parthiban Ramachandran, the Melamine Faced Wood Panel 
manufacturing concern is built on the assumption that there 
is an intrinsic value, personal reward and financial reward in 
producing green, tangible and environmentally friendly products 
and services that offer customers more value than what they 
expect to receive.

Based in Port Klang, Selangor since its formation in 1999, Green 
Panel Products has built its reputation on providing friendly, 
informal services to its customers whilst maintaining 
a professional approach to all aspects of the business, says 
Mr. Ramachandran.

He elaborates: “Our manufacturing unit and warehouse facilities 
at Port Klang enable the efficient handling and distribution of 
stock to all destinations throughout Malaysia, Asia, Europe and 
USA. This is irrespective of the requirements, from a single pack 
to an extended phased delivery schedule. Every customer receives 
the same excellent service and customer care.”

Green Panel Products’s Melamine Faced Chipboard is a plain 
particleboard laminated with melamine papers. The board is 
widely used for interior decoration applications for home, kitchen 
as well as office furniture. Its melamine design collection features 

a wide range of colourway which is ideal for bedroom, living 
room, shelving partitioning, cabinet system and office furniture.

Its Melamine Faced MDF is made by breaking down hardwood 
or softwood residuals into wood fibres. It is denser than plywood 
and stronger than chipboard, making melamine boards ideal for 
renovations and furniture manufacturing. Its Melamine faced 
board has a laminated layer on the surface, giving an attractive 
finish, making it ideal in applications needing an aesthetic 
solution.

As for its Direct Printed MDF board, water-based coating 
materials are directly coated and printed on the surface of plain 
MDF. It is cost effective and gives a natural look since the design 
is printed directly on the surface of the MDF without any need 
for a paper substrate.

Green Panel 
Products

Providing friendly, 
professional  
services
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The company’s Paper Overlay is a decorative paper with coatings 
such as Amino, PU, UV and Polyester. Similar to PVC Overlay, 
both overlays are suitable to be pressed on panel boards such as 
particleboard, plywood and MDF board to be used as decorative 
panels. Decorative paper overlay wood panels are suitable for all 
types of in-door furniture and renovations.

Mr. Parthiban adds: “Our central focus is the production of 
Melamine Faced Panels and other value-added wood-based panel 
products. Our services include flexible lead times, custom design 
by application, design for low-cost manufacturing, cut-to-size 
according to customers’ preferences, custom delivery schedules, 
and administrative support.

“We maintain a presence in a variety of markets including but 
not limited to furniture manufacturers, wood panel traders, 
interior designers, constructors and others who require, use or 
trade surface engineered wood panels.

“Despite our rapid growth, we remain committed to the 
friendly, informal and personal service on which our success 
has been built. We recognise that we have a responsibility to 
the environment and, as such, we endeavour to carry out every 
aspect of our business in ways which are as environmentally 
friendly as possible.” says Mr. Parthiban. 
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Mr. Ramachandran (right) and Mr. Parthiban (second from right) paying close attention to the quality of their products.



Ar. Azman Zainal’s love affair with timber 
developed during his architecture student days in 
Australia. That love has never left him but went on 
to influence his work throughout over 30 years of 
his architecture practice.  

In the current stage of his career, Ar. Azman has now become an 
“architect builder”, deciding to go into not only designing but also 
building his designs. 

“Architects of all ages should position themselves as the author, 
owner, as the custodian of their intellectual property,” he said, 
often conveying his philosophy and passion to the next generation 
of architects to uphold quality in building design, structural and 
material excellence. 

Using the construction of his own award-winning house design 
named ‘Anjung Kelana’ in Port Dickson, Negeri Sembilan as a case 
study, he fleshes out the anatomy of a timber house while effectively 
showing students how to fix wall ridges, roof tiles, posts, beams, floor 
joists and stud walls, among the many features and building tips for 
structural efficiency that he shares. 

“Most architects still don’t trust wood. So, the three storeys built in 
this house is to show the structural soundness of timber,” he said.
“Timber is a highly sustainable building material,” he said when 

making a case that using timber should not feel like a sin. “Timber is 
a renewable resource and is environmentally friendly,” he said, while 
highlighting that plantation forests being developed in Malaysia 
are helping to ease the pressure on the natural forest for timber. “It 
is a low-energy cost material while having the least greenhouse gas 
emission during the construction process.”

According to him, the trend currently is moving back towards timber 
internationally. “If the 19th century was the century of steel, and 
the 20th century the century of concrete, then the 21st century is 
about engineered timber,” he said, citing Prof. Alex de Rijke’s words. 
Currently, architecture trends in timber building design aspires 
towards heights but there’s also a trend towards using timber in 
building widespread structures with fewer columns.  

At ease 
with wood
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Anjung Kelana’s bent wall is likened to a demure damsel demurely revealing 
her best feature in Ar. Azman’s demonstration of not only timber’s charm but 

also of its strength.
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He addressed the current trend in reduction of timber components 
in buildings today: “Things are currently lacking in art, lacking in 
culture and emotion. I want to emphasise, especially to architecture 
students and young architects – put that emotive element back into 
your work.” 

Asides from the emotive elements, he also focuses the therapeutic 
qualities of timber which positively affect physiology and psychology, 
contributing towards better wellbeing.

Wood can also improve the air quality of a house by moderating its 
humidity. “Before I designed Anjung Kelana, I had thoughts about 
cross ventilation in mind, but I had no idea that the level of comfort 
and efficiency it brings about is so great,” he said. Cross ventilation is 
a natural method of cooling down a house with wind movement.
Some of the challenges of using timber in Malaysia for buildings was 
attributed to limitations within the local supply chain with what he 
deemed as a need for a more “systematic supply system”, moving on. 
“It is too precious a commodity to be sold without proper advice and 
consultation,” he said. 

“Timber has been an estranged product in a country where our 
ancestors had been masters in timber architecture,” he said. With 
that in mind, he felt the call to build his house as a statement and 
testament for the timeless appeal of timber.

A CASE FOR TIMBER 

Facing the sea and winds, Anjung Kelana’s three-storey height is a testament to the structural soundness of timber.
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Even the steps leading up to the verandah reflects the warmth and welcome of 
traditional Malay hospitality.
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(Above): The comfortable benefits of cross ventilation have seen many an informal lecture session held by Ar Azman near the windows, allowing for breezy interactions.
(Below): The inner beauty of wood brings out not only the pleasure of aesthetics but imparts a sense of identity with its use.



It took him three years to build. Due to the limitations in sourcing 
the right wood components, he trained local carpenters at his own 
timber workshop. “It was a huge struggle for me, but it is a huge 
labour of love.” 

Ar. Azman often gets curious questions about the bent feature wall 
of Anjung Kelana. He cheekily likened the curvature to a maiden’s 
posture as a fancied suitor approaches her. She would angle her gaze, 
revealing the side of her neck, subtly flaunting its curved beauty as 
he nears, he explained. “Or it could be like a man flexing his muscles 
to show off to damsels,” he laughed. “In its exertion, the wood is 
‘projecting’ itself. The tension created with the flex causes people to 
perceive the house as something living, not static,” he said. 

Breathing life and putting the heart and soul back into building 
designs is not just about aesthetics but it reflects the values within 
society.

“We can do this when thoroughly exploring the depths of our being 
when we draw up a design, squeezing our brains to the point where 
we know ‘this is it’. Then, despite the imperfections and modesty of 
the material, you would be able to sense the appeal of the building 
– because it has inner beauty that goes beyond looking merely 
photogenic.
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“That’s the good thing about using wood. It works because, one, you have its inherent inner beauty. Secondly, it reflects identity. For instance, 
when we use Belian which is endemic to Sarawak, it ties the structure back to a Sarawakian identity.”

He spoke about how the architecture of an old Malay house was determined by the surrounding cultural values and practices. Each segment of 
the building, for instance from the steps and leading up to the ‘serambi’ or verandah cum living area is conducive for informal discussions or 
relaxation, a place where one feels most at ease. 

“There’s just something about wood that ‘undo’ people. Watch how children play with ease around wooden structures. They don’t lie,” he said, 
recalling how children displayed their carefree joy when playing at the verandah.

“People can be themselves when they enter a wooden environment. When they come into my place, they won’t feel like they’ve stepped into a 
dignitary’s house where they need to be extra careful. They will feel at ease.

“That’s the humbling nature of timber,” he said. 

The relaxing verandah cum living area features an airy view of the greens beyond with blinds offering a sense of privacy and shelter from the heat.

January-February 2021 Timber Malaysia

Ar. Azman, architect builder and strong advocate for timber and cultural preservation. 



38

A CASE FOR TIMBER 

Undulating timber roof 
pool house, Ontario

The roof is made of compression-bent oak. Photo credit: Partisans.
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Topped with a curving roof of compression-bent oak, Fold House 
is a guest and pool house in Hamilton, Canada. Toronto-based 
architecture studio, Partisans, designed the new building to replace 
the old guesthouse in Southern Ontario, which burned down.

Fold House is so named as its roof is designed to fold into the existing 
topography of the site. A sweeping timber and steel roof covers the 
swimming pool pavilion, which dips down to accommodate steps up 
to the roof before curving back up to meet a two-storey guest house.

According to Partisans, the roof and sculptural ceiling are 
constructed out of bent white oak. The same material was used for 
the cascading floors of Fold House, which sits on the grounds of a 
Georgian Revival-style mansion that dates back to the 1870s.

For the compression-bent wood, the plants were steamed and 
placed in a compression chamber. “This process shrinks the boards 
up to 25 per cent of the original length while maintaining its other 
dimensions,” explained Partisans.

It is shipped to site with a relatively high moisture content that allows 
it to be flexible until installed and fully dried. Once dried the planks 
retain their shape.

To create the shape, the wood was moulded onto a plywood frame 
that was hung under the staircase. The plywood cradle was then hung 
from the underside of the steel staircase and the compression wood 
was directly bent onto the plywood ribs which served both as a guide 
and support structure to fasten the planks.

To aid the construction process, the architects built a 3D scan of the 
site once the stairs and the glass walls were in place in order to tweak 
the shape of the plywood cradle. Plates of curved steel cover the top 
of the roof.

Compression-bent wood is more traditionally used to create 
smaller objects, such as musical instruments and furniture, 
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 but Partisans wanted to scale it up in order to achieve the wave-
like shape for the roof.

“A more traditional process of steam bending lengthens the 
original wood fibres past their original lengths when bent, often 
leading to splits in the wood and limited workability,” explained 
the architecture studio.

Vertical slats of wood envelop the rounded guest house, which 
features narrow windows carefully arranged to minimise solar 
gain. 

The interiors of the three-bedroom guest house feature plenty of 
wood, including a built-in kitchen and diner area along the ground 
floor. A sheltered corridor runs between the guest house and the 
pool area. 

Source: Dezeen Magazine.

The roof curves down to accommodate a staircase. Photo credit: Partisans.

The roof creates a wave-like ceiling over the pool. Photo credit: Partisans.
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With the planting of a Merbau tree in the garden of Seri Perdana, 
the Prime Minister’s official residence in Putrajaya on 5 January 
2021, YAB Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin officially kicked off the 
country’s 100 Million Tree-Planting Campaign 2020-2025. 

“To all Malaysians, let’s come together to ensure the success 
of the Greening Malaysia agenda by planting 100 million trees 
across the country by 2025,” he said in his speech when launching 
the campaign, as well as its mobile app Penghijauan Malaysia and 
special website www.100jutapokok.gov.my . 

Also present during the event were Energy and Natural Resources 
(KeTSa) Minister, YB Datuk Dr Shamsul Anuar Nasarah, Deputy 

Malaysia’s 
campaign   
to plant 
100 million 
trees by 
2025 

Minister YB Tuan Ali Biju, Chief Secretary to the Government
Tan Sri Mohd Zuki Ali and KeTSa Secretary-General Datuk 
Zurinah Pawanteh.

The campaign also made its debut simultaneously at the state 
level with the theme “Greening Malaysia: Our Trees, Our Life”. 
The Greening Malaysia campaign is organised in collaboration 
with the various state governments, Forestry Department 
of Peninsular Malaysia, state forest departments and Forest 
Research Institute of Malaysia.

In support of the campaign, MTC has made a pledge together with 
Yayasan Hijau Malaysia, an agency under KeTSA as part of its CSR 
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initiative of Giving Back to Nature. MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, 
lending MTC’s support to the campaign, called upon the public to 
join in the effort for the greening of Malaysia.

“This programme is to raise the awareness on the importance of 
the conservation of our environment and how we must prioritise 
the management of our natural resources towards sustainability,” 
he said in a video produced in conjunction with the event. 
  
Earlier in December 2020, Datuk Dr Shamsul held a pre-launch 
of the “100 Million Tree-Planting Campaign”. At the press 
conference of the pre-launch, he said the target for 2021 is  
to plant 20 million trees.

He also said it is being undertaken to expand awareness among 
the people on the importance of conserving trees and forested 
areas and maintain Malaysia’s pledge at the 1992 Earth Summit 
in Rio De Janeiro to retain at least 50 per cent of the land area of 
the country under forest cover.

“Besides raising awareness among the people on the importance of 
forests to tackle climate change. The tree plants planted will benefit 
all life on the surface of the Earth by giving oxygen and cool the 
environment and also contribute to achieving Goal 15 of the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals, that is Life on Land,” he said. 

References: Bernama and SunDaily.

YAB Tan Sri Muhyiddin kicking off the campaign by planting a Merbau tree which is 
the national tree of Malaysia.

Mr. Muhtar  in a video supporting the tree planting campaign.



By Philip Hopkins, 
Australian Forests & Timber News, 
February 2021

Back in the 1990s, the ‘penny dropped’ in Malaysia: there was broad 
recognition that the forestry industry based on a growing use of 
native forest was unsustainable.

There was no limit or control of the size and volume of the harvested 
timber. This threat was the catalyst for a revolution in Malaysia.

Vast expanses of forest were protected in reserves, a finite area 
of forest was designated for sustainable harvesting, and a large 
campaign to establish plantations was put in place. 

Hand-in-hand with that was a revamp of forestry administration; 
new bodies formed between the 1970s and 1990s were the Malaysian 
Timber Industry Board (MTIB), the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) 
and the Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC).

The plan committed Malaysia to retain at least 50 per cent of its 
total land area of 33 million ha as forest cover. This was to show the 
sustainability of forest management that Malaysia has put in place.  

The MTIB’s main task is as a regulatory agency – registration, 
licensing, physical inspection and enforcement of the country’s 
timber-based policy. It also has a role in trade and industry 
development, strategic planning, forest plantations, training, and 
research and development.

The MTC is the industry’s marketing arm, while the MTCC was set 
up in 1998 tasked with developing and operating an independent 
national certification scheme of sustainable forest management. 
Through the MTCC, local accredited certification bodies can apply 
for PEFC certification, a crucial step for Malaysian timber exports.

In 2019, Peninsular Malaysia had 5.73 million ha of forest cover 
(43.4%), which was dominated by national parks, wildlife reserves 
and bird sanctuaries (10.2%), and permanent reserved forest (83.9%) 
comprising production forest (62%) and protection forest (38%).

It was clear plantations were needed to feed the appetite of the forest 
industries, but limiting factors were the high establishment costs, the 
long gestation period required, obtaining land for development and a 
lack of financial incentives. 

Malaysia turns the tables 
on unsustainability
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The result was that in 2005, the Government put in place a plan to 
develop commercial forest plantations. The species listed under the 
programme were Rubberwood, Acacia and its hybrids, Binuang, 
Sentang, Batai, Laran, African Mahogany, Teak and Bamboo. 

The target was to spend 1.045 billion Ringgit (RM) to plant 
375,000ha within 15 years, but this was reduced to a more realistic 
130,000ha, with a sustainable production of about 5 million cubic 
metres per year after 15 years and onwards.

Soft loans with low interest rates for 20 years were offered to 
encourage the private sector to get involved. For the long term 
gestation period of planted forests, private operators were given a 
grace period of 15 years, with repayments over the five years after 
the grace period. The interest rate was 3% for medium
(41-2,499ha) and large scale (2,500ha and above) plantations, 
while small scale crops (4-40ha) had an interest rate of 0.5%.

Of the total area planted, more than 70 per cent was Rubberwood, the 
species that continues to give; its milky sap produces rubber, but when 
exhausted the tree is excellent for furniture.

The assumption was that each hectare would produce 180 cubic 
metres of Rubberwood and 120 cubic metres from other species.

Malaysia had no experience of climate change yet, but the 
Government had a keen interest in the issue.

Water catchments and high conservation value forest are protected under forest management licenses.

Of significant importance for Malaysia is how the forest industry develops in Sabah, the state rich in biodiversity.
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Of significant importance for Malaysia is how the forest industry 
develops in Sabah, the state rich in biodiversity located in the north of 
the island of Borneo. 

Sabah’s Forestry District Officer, Robert M. Mijol, said that under 
Sabah’s new 2018 forestry policy, 62% of the state’s 7.4 million ha was 
covered in forest. Of this, 52% was forest reserves, parks and wildlife 
sanctuaries; 26% was totally protected; and 10% was state land and 
alienated forests.

Commercial (Class II) forests make up 1.66 million ha, with 
38 sustainable forest management licenses available to private 
companies.

The licenses, which can be valid for 50 to 100 years, allow only reduced 
impact logging, not clear felling, but tree plantations can be clear 
felled. The license requires protection of water catchments and high 
conservation value forest. The licensees’ operations are audited yearly.

One company, Sapulut Forest Development Sdn Bhd, has a license 
over 54,643ha of natural forest and 21,970 ha for plantations. 
Sapulut’s Executive Manager, Teddy Sius, said indigenous species in 
the native forest were harvested on a rotation cycle of 25-35 years 
under Reduced Impact Logging guidelines, whereas plantations 
– mainly White and Red Laran, and Albizia - were harvested on 
10-12-year rotations.
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Mr. Sius said under the forest management plan, only trees 60 
centimetres in diameter at breast height should be cut. “Mother 
species 120 centimetres and above are left to become next generation 
trees. A supervisor identifies the trees,” he said.

The stumps of felled trees and the supplied logs all have identification 
tags as part of the PEFC chain of custody certification management.

“A post-harvest inventory assesses the condition of the forest to 
ensure harvesting does not change the ecosystem. We replant 
indigenous commercial trees as part of the silviculture treatment, 
otherwise the forest is not sustainable long-term.”

Mr. Sius said the plantations were integrated into the native forest 
through strip lines in a ‘zebra’ pattern. The strip plantings were 
separated by a buffer that varied from 15 to 33 metres. 

“They are planted in an east-west direction. We want to make sure the 
planted seedlings achieve maximum sunlight,” he said. 

GREEN GROWTH 

Sapulut has an open-air plantation nursery that it is converting to a greenhouse operation.
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One 12ha plot, for example, was planted in 2015 with 5,300 trees – 
mainly Albizia but also local White Laran and Red Laran. With the 
buffer, the block became 55ha in size.

“There is slashing to clear the planted area, and pruning depending 
on the species. The buffers act as a fire break and also a corridor for 
wildlife,” he said.

Samba deer, like wallabies in Australia, also love eating young trees. 
With the high rainfall, good soil and humidity, the plantation growth 
rates are extraordinary. 

Mr Sius said the average tree diameter when harvested was 50-55 
centimetres. After only three to four years growth, a tree was more 
than 30 centimetres in diameter.

Sapulut has an open-air plantation nursery that it is converting to 
a greenhouse operation. Laran is mostly used for veneers, but one 
Sabah processor is investigating using Laran and Albizia for cross-
laminated timber. 

Mr. Sius (left) explaining the plantation nursery’s operations to international journalists and trade representatives. 
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The Malaysian forestry revolution is bearing fruit. According to the 
MTCC, as of February 2020, 381 companies had been issued with 
PEFC Chain of Custody certificates out of a total of 3,500 timber 
companies in Malaysia. 

Twenty-two types of timber products have been certified, the main 
types being mouldings, plywood, sawntimber and wooden furniture.

In 2009, the Malaysian Timber Certification Scheme (MTCS) 
became the first tropical forest scheme in Asia to receive PEFC 
endorsement. Since then, timber products under MTCS have 
been exported to 68 countries. 

For 2020, despite a slight downturn due to the impact of the 
Covid virus, Malaysian forest product exports were valued at 
RM22.02 billion, while imports were RM6.8 billion – still a 
healthy trade surplus of RM15.2 billion.

Mr. Sius detailing the management practices of Sapulut Forest Management.
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The United States was the main export destination, but Australia 
came in at fourth position. Furniture dominated, with 48% of 
exports, followed by plywood and sawntimber. 

Malaysia’s first wood expo – Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE) - in late 
2019 resulted in sales of RM140 million. It attracted 135 exhibitors 
from 22 countries and more than 3,000 visitors. 

MTC pointed out that Malaysia would also import timbers for 
processing. “The expo also showcased what we can do with temperate 
hardwoods and softwoods. We can use these foreign timber species to 
increase the value of our exports. This will reduce our reliance on local 
raw materials,” MTC said. 

Note: Certain figures and texts have been updated and edited 
for accuracy.

Under the forest management plan of Sapulut, only trees of 60 centimetres in diameter at breast height should be cut, explained Mr. Sius.
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Setiu Wetlands, 
Terengganu
With the size of 23,000 hectares, Setiu Wetlands is the largest natural 
wetlands in the East Coast of Peninsular Malaysia. A total of 432 
hectares have been declared as Setiu Wetlands State Park (another 
1,088 hectares will be gazetted in phase two).

Setiu Wetlands consists of nine inter-connected ecosystems – the 
sea, rivers, sandy beaches, estuaries, islands, mudflats, a lagoon, 
freshwater swamps and mangroves. Four rivers feed the wetlands – 
Setiu, Chalok, Bari and Merang.

Rich in animal life, Setiu Wetlands harbours 29 mammal species, 161 
bird species as well as 36 reptilian and amphibian species but most 
importantly, it is home to the critically endangered painted and river 
terrapins that travel down river to nest in the sandy shores of the river 
mouth and beach fringes.

It is only in Setiu that one can find painted terrapins, river terrapins, 
and green turtles all in one area.
 
Parts of the Setiu coastal plain consists of beach ridges interspersed 
with swales, commonly known by its acronym, BRIS. One of the 
villages named after BRIS is Kampung Beris Tok Ku.

The gelam putih tree or Melaleuca cajuputi grows well in BRIS 
areas, forming gelam or Melaleuca forest. Also found is cucur atap 
(Baeckea frutescens), which has tiny leaves and gnarled branches, 
a popular bonsai plant.

 
In Pulau Layat, a mangrove-covered island in Setiu lagoon, the 
rare Bruguiera hainesii – IUCN Red List of Threatened species 
- is found. This tree is listed as naturally rare, with small and 
scattered distribution. So far, only about 200 of these trees are 
known to exist: 80 trees in Malaysia, 120 in Papua and three in 
Singapore. Locals call the tree berus mata buaya because of the 
large respiratory cells on its trunk. 

Ant plants (Pokok Sarang Semut, Kepala Beruk) Hydnophytum 
formicarum hang from almost every tree in Pulau Telaga Tujuh. 
Sometimes, as many as four or five adorn a single branch. Ant 
plants live in a mutualistic association with a colony of ants. They 
provide nectar and space for the ants, which in return protect 
them against herbivores.

The presence of rare plants indicates the health of the mangroves 
in Setiu.

Setiu Wetlands, the largest natural wetlands in East Coast of Peninsular Malaysia. 
Photo credit: tourism.terengganu.gov.my

Four rivers feed the wetlands. Photo credit: www.ripumblog.blogspot.com Painted and river terrapins are found in Setiu. Photo credit: www.terengganutourism.com.



Entrance to Boardwalk Setiu. Photo credit: www.terengganutourism.com.
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The wetlands also serve as feeding and roosting ground for seasonal 
birds and are stopover sites for migratory birds. Marine turtles also 
find their way to the beaches between May and September. 

Setiu is a priority for the Malaysian Tropical Forest Conservation 
Project run by the Coral Cay Conservation, a not-for-profit group 
headquartered in the UK, and WWF Malaysia run conservation 
programmes of marine turtles and painted terrapins.

Setiu’s natural wetland features and elements have considerable 
ecotourism potential. Suitable ecotourism activities may include 
nature observation on the unique wetland habitat and turtle nesting, 
honey harvesting in the Melalueca swamps and recreational fishing, 
and can generate alternative incomes for Setiu’s local communities. 

References: www.terengganutourism.com and 
www.destinationterengganu.my.

Parts of Setiu’s coastal plain consists of beach ridges. Photo credit: www.terengganutourism.com.
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