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EDITORIAL
Dear Readers,

To attract knowledge talents to the timber industry, MTC 
launched its inaugural Engineer Placement and Internship 
Programme (EPIP) in early March 2021. This was among the 
numerous programmes, events and activities undertaken and 
participated by MTC during the period of March-April 2021. 
Please see our reports on pages 4-20.

Wim van Gompel, a veteran Dutch timber importer and 
distributor goes down memory lane to detail his 55-year long 
eventful career in the timber industry, which involved many 
travels to countries in Asia, including Malaysia, and his dealings in 
Dark Red Meranti, both of which have a special place in his heart. 
For a read on Wim’s story, please turn to pages 26-27.

Under INDUSTRY FOCUS, we showcase United Woodwork 
& Construction Sdn Bhd, Standard Wood Products Sdn Bhd, 
Smart Top Surface Solutions Sdn Bhd and NSF Group who share 
their achievements on branding, market penetration, product 
excellence, quality assurance and value adding. Find out their 
areas of success on pages 28-35. 

In A CASE FOR TIMBER, architectural designers Lee Wei Kit and 
Richard Tan Hooi Heong have amazingly transformed the front 
and back facades of a double-story terrace house using upcycled 
Chengal louvres salvaged from another of their project sites.   
For a virtual tour of the Louvre House, turn to pages 36-40.   

Starting this issue, we introduce a new feature entitled “Know 
Your Timber”, which provides information on, amongst others, 
the timber’s density, texture, strength and machining properties, 
and main uses. In this issue, we feature a popular Malaysian heavy 
hardwood, Giam.  More information on this species is found 
on page 41. 

Malaysia’s International Day of Forest (IDF) 2021 was celebrated 
on 21 March with the unveiling of the Malaysian Forestry Policy 
(MFP). Incorporating five objectives, the new policy has been 
agreed to by Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak, marking a 
new milestone for sustainable forest management in the country. 
Our reports on Malaysia’s IDF 2021 celebration and the 
MFP launch are on pages 47-50.   

Happy reading!

The Editor.

www.mtc.com.my
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The MTC Management wishes to recognise YM Raja Mahadi bin Raja Muhamed for his diligence and 
dedication. Raja Mahadi has been preparing and compiling trade statistics in a timely manner to support 
MTC’s many activities such webinars and dialogues with various target markets, meetings with foreign 
counterparts, and as part of the inputs to various Government Ministries including MPIC. His behind-the-
scene work often go unnoticed but this data ensures successful information exchange during those events. 
He also ensures the monthly infographics are prepared and published on MTC’s website expediently to enable 
this information to be shared with our stakeholders. He is also coordinating the “Study on Supply Chain 
Management and Its Reaction to Trade Disruptions” and has, through interviews, gathered information from 
companies on the current trade situation, which is essential for the study.  

MTC Treetop Spotlight
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MTC WINDOW
Management Updates

As always, I believe in making the best out of every second that we have. What’s more in uncertain times, the 
one thing that can be certain will be to put in all efforts to move forward and make a difference. 

Thus, March and April 2021 saw the continuation of MTC’s emphasis on our first key thrust – Industry Development 
& Empowerment. We rolled up our sleeves to launch the Engineer Placement and Internship Programme (EPIP) 
to attract fresh talents and steer our industry towards IR 4.0. This maiden programme was jointly launched by the 
Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali and Minister of 
Higher Education YB Datuk Seri Dr. Noraini Ahmad and followed by various engagements with the eight universities 
and 36 polytechnics. We will continue our engagement with more institutions in time to come.

Green initiatives along with studies on licensing and permit requirements for the timber sector are prioritised along with engagements with the 
Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) and members of our industry as we take every chance to share with industry players the 
need to transform our businesses in automation and digitalisation while growing the right pool of talent. At the same time, we’re also spearheading 
our second key thrust – Market Development where initiatives like the Design Incubator Programme (DIP) and TimbeReality come into play. 

MTC along with Malaysian Palm Oil Council (MPOC) and Malaysian Rubber Council (MRC) are putting the final touches for the setting up of 
Malaysian Agri-Commodities Regional Office in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. An initiative under the auspices of the MPIC, this shared regional office will 
provide Malaysia a greater gateway to the Middle Eastern and surrounding region’s markets for commodity products including timber.

Online B2Bs, international exhibitions and various meetings with overseas trade bodies made possible by our regional offices continue to pave the 
way for market penetration and promotion.

The key is to plan and spark actions in order to ignite the way forward. I hope the open dialogues with all our stakeholders will continue to find 
solutions for the benefit of all.

“LET’S POWER PROGRESS TOGETHER!”

MUHTAR BIN  SUHAILI
Chief Executive Officer

Although coming from a family which has been in the timber business for three generations, I never thought 
that I too, will be in the timber industry until I joined MTC in October 1994.  Timber just has its charm to retain 
people in the industry.

The COVID-19 has crippled businesses worldwide but MTC’s marketing and promotion arms have continued to 
operate dynamically. When regulations allow, MTC’s regional representatives will promptly go on the ground 
to explore, promote, seek for potentials, cooperation, and trade leads.

We can’t stay idle using COVID-19 as an excuse. The heightened advancements and adoption of ICT has transformed MTC’s marketing efforts with 
innovative digital marketing programmes such as TimbeReality, webinars, and joining in digital trade shows, all good initiatives to move forward. The 
impromptu success of live e-commerce in the last 18 months in China is a good pointer. 

Nevertheless, any effective programme or idea needs the support from the industry as MTC cannot act alone. They should be MTC-led but industry 
driven. The successes in China’s business reforms and how Chinese timber players embrace transformation has taught us, “if you still think your 
notion is right, why is your business not achieving what you want?”. Your support and participation in MTC’s activities are greatest reassurances 
to MTC as well as the Malaysian timber industry. MTC will continue to provide services to the industry, and we truly hope that this unfavourable 
situation will end soonest.

TAN TING WAI
Director, International Business Development Division – Cluster 1 (East Asia, Europe & Americas)
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Inaugural Engineering Placement and Internship 
Programme kicks off to ensure knowledge talent 
supply towards IR 4.0 for timber industry. 

Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities, YB Dato’ 
Dr. Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali together with the Minister 
of Higher Education, YB Datuk Seri Dr. Noraini Ahmad launched 
MTC’s first ever Engineer Placement and Internship Programme 
(EPIP) on 2 March 2021. 

The programme is in line with MTC’s focus to attract knowledge 
talents to the timber industry under one of its key thrusts, which 
is to promote industrial development and empowerment. 

EPIP was initiated with the objective for timber industry companies 
to connect with fresh talents to offer them a platform to shine in 
elevating the operations of wood production under IR 4.0.

Under professional guidance, engineering graduates will 
embark on the Engineer Placement programme for a year while 
undergraduates will participate in the Internship Programme for 
a maximum of six months. 

Timber companies under the six national timber industry 
associations involved will also be collaborating with accredited 
training centres to tap into their expertise to assist the industry’s 
progress towards IR 4.0 in the digitalisation, mechanisation and 
automation of production processes.

Attracting knowledge 
talents to     
timber      
industry 
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(From left) Special Functions Officer to MPIC Minister, Ustaz Mohd Zamani Ismail,
Dato’ Ahmad Nadzarudin and Mr. Muhtar at the launch of EPIP.

From left: Mr. Muhtar, MPIC Deputy Minister YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng, 
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin and YB Datuk Seri Dr. Noraini at the launch of EPIP.
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MTC Chairman, Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor (top row, 2nd from right) leading 
MTC’s team to the meeting, which also included CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili and COO 

Mr. Roger Chin (top row, 2nd from left and left, respectively). 

During the launch at a hotel in Putrajaya, MTC and the six timber 
industry associations, namely, the Malaysian Wood Industries 
Association (MWIA), The Timber Exporters’ Association of 
Malaysia (TEAM), The Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ 
Association (MPMA), Malaysian Wood Moulding & Joinery 
Council (MWMJC), Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) and 
the Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and Furniture 
Entrepreneurs (PEKA) signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with eight universities and Jabatan Pendidikan Politeknik 
dan Kolej Komuniti (Department of Polytechnic Education and 
Community Colleges) for the EPIP programme. 

The eight universities involved are Universiti Putra Malaysia 
(UPM), University Islam Antarabangsa Malaysia (UIAM), Universiti 

Teknologi MARA (UiTM), Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia 
(UTHM), Universiti Kuala Lumpur (UniKL), Kolej Universiti 
Tunku Abdul Rahman (TAR UC), Universiti Malaya (UM), and 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM). All the universities and the 
Department of Polytechnic Education and Community Colleges were 
represented by their respective senior officials. 

On behalf of MTC Chairman Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor, MTC 
Trustee Dato’ Ahmad Nadzarudin Abdul Razak presented the 
Chairman’s opening remarks. Also present were several members 
of MTC’s Board of Trustees including YBhg Datuk Ravi Muthayah 
who is also MPIC Secretary-General, MTC’s CEO Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili and other members of MTC’s Management Team. 

YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd. Khairuddin (6th from left) and YB Datuk Seri Dr. Noraini (6th from right) 
together with Malaysian timber association Chairmen and Presidents after the signing.

Establishment of Yayasan 
Pembangunan Ekonomi 
Agrikomoditi (YaPEA)
YBhg Datuk Ravi Muthayah, the Secretary General of Ministry of 
Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) chaired a meeting 
to discuss the setting up of Yayasan Pembangunan Ekonomi 
Agrikomoditi (YaPEA),  a foundation aimed at developing 
the economy and safeguarding the welfare of members of the 
plantation and commodity industries under MPIC especially B40 
smallholders and SME entrepreneurs.

MTC has been tasked to set up a working committee comprising 
members from all the Councils under MPIC to further discuss the 
establishment and constitution of the said foundation. 

The meeting, held on 12 March 2021, was attended by 
representatives from MPIC, MTC, Malaysian Palm Oil Council (MPOC), 
Malaysian Rubber Council (MRC) and Suruhanjaya Syarikat 
Malaysia (SSM-Companies Commission of Malaysia). 



NEWS
Engaging with 
FEDUSTRIA ASBL   
and ATIBT 

Mr. Muhtar giving the opening remarks at MWMJC 
and MTC’s meeting with FEDUSTRIA ASBL.

Belgium can expect better timber-based offerings from Malaysia as 
Malaysian manufacturers move strongly towards creating higher 
value-added products with a heightened technology base and 
innovation.

This was among the key points shared by MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili in his opening remarks at a Zoom Meeting on 8 March 
2021 between the Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery Council 
(MWMJC) and FEDUSTRIA ASBL, the Belgian Federation of The 
Textile, Wood and Furniture Industries. The organisation represents 
over 1,761 Belgian companies, mostly SMEs.

MWMJC Chairman, Mr. George Yap, and Deputy General Director 
of FEDUSTRIA ASBL Mr. Filip De Jaeger both led members of their 
respective organisations to the meeting.

Both organisations, together with MTC, engaged in a constructive 
and informative dialogue, reaching a common understanding to 
further enhance mutually beneficial collaboration such as in areas of 
business growth and information exchange.

ATIBT’s Mr. Jobbé-Duval (left) with Mr. Gopinathan (top right) and Mr. Tan at
during their meeting.
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Earlier on 5 March 2021, MTC held a virtual meeting with Mr. Benoît 
Jobbé-Duval, Managing Director of the French Association Technique 
Internationale des Bois Tropicaux (ATIBT - International Tropical 
Timber Technical Association). This discussion was a follow-up to 
prior meetings between the two parties where Mr. Duval had earlier 
expressed ATIBT’s interest to partner with MTC to promote tropical 
timber in Europe, specifically in France.

ATIBT promotes the development of a sustainable, ethical and legal 
industry of tropical timber as a natural and renewable resource, 
essential for the socio-economic development of producing countries. 
Mr. Muhtar and Mr. Jobbé-Duval, together with MTC’s Director of 
International Business Development Division - Cluster 1 (East Asia, 
Europe & Americas), Mr. Tan Ting Wai and MTC Regional Head for 
Europe, Mr. Gopinathan Tanikudy discussed further details of the 
collaboration during the online session.  

Participants of the MWMJC-FEDUSTRIA ASBL meeting.
March-April 2021 Timber Malaysia
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Championing innovative 
designs through TIMB3R 
Design Incubator 
Programme (DIP) 
Moving forward in its 2021 goals in championing new and 
innovative designs for the timber industry, MTC hosted the 3rd 
Committee Meeting of the TIMB3R Design Incubator Programme 
(TIMB3R DIP) on 22 April 2021. The committee had held its 
second meeting on 8 April 2021. The DIP is a collaboration 
between the Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC), the Malaysian 
Institute of Interior Designers (MIID) and MTC. 

MFC President, Mr. Khoo Yeow Chong chaired the meeting, which 
was also attended by MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, Malaysian Wood 
Moulding & Joinery Council Chairman, Mr. George Yap, MIID Vice 
President IDr. Norshafina Ibrahim, MIID member IDr. Leong Ta 
Wah, MFC Industry Development Manager Ms. June Tan and MTC’s 
Market Promotion Division Director Ms. Alexis Chang. 

The TIMB3R DIP is a uniquely designed initiative to assist the 
Malaysian timber and furniture industry in growing along the 

The TIMB3R DIP meeting in progress.

design and brand value chain. In this programme, designers 
are paired up with manufacturers to conceptualise and design 
prototypes of a series of creative timber and furniture products. 

Enhancing MPIC-State 
Agriculture Excos 
collaboration

The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities, YB Dato’ 
Dr. Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali, chaired an Agriculture Exco 
Joint meeting at a hotel in Putrajaya on 20 April 2021. 

The aim of the meeting was to enhance cooperation between the 
Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) and 
the various state agriculture exco’s in handling and resolving 
matters which fall under the portfolios of the relevant ministries.

The meeting was attended by heads of agencies and councils 
under MPIC including MTC, which was represented by its CEO, 
Mr. Muhtar Suhaili.  

March-April 2021 Timber Malaysia

YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin (front row, second from left) together with 
distinguished attendees of the Agriculture Exco Joint Meeting.
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YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee speaking at the press conference after the MoU ceremony.

SIRIM STS, MTIB and 
MTC collaboration   
towards IR 4.0

SIRIM STS Sdn Bhd, Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB) 
and MTC are collaborating under a Factory Transformation 
Programme (FTP) to bring the timber industry forward in IR 
4.0. The government has allocated RM1.4 million in the form of 
grants for FTP, specifically for companies in the timber industry.

The collaboration between the three organisations was officially 
sealed in a signing ceremony on 9 April 2021, witnessed by 
Deputy Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities, YB 
Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng. 

Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee said 14 companies had been selected 
from industry players, a majority of whom were furniture 
manufacturers. He said the FTP aims to assist the companies 
involved to carry out evaluation and diagnostic researches to 
identify inefficiencies and wastes through the application of 
Green 5S tools and techniques and via the LEAN management 
system.

“SIRIM STS will subsidise 80% of the fee for participants joining 
this programme whereas the balance will be subsidised by MTC,” 
he said.

“The LEAN management programme and Green 5S, which have 
been executed by MTIB from 2014 to 2019, has benefited 171 
companies besides recording a savings value of RM89.6 million,” 
he elaborated.

Also present at the signing ceremony were the Deputy 
Under-Secretary of the Ministry of  Plantation Industries 
and Commodities’ Timber, Tobacco and Kenaf Industries 
Development Division Ms. Habibah Ahmad, Director-General of 
MTIB Mr. Mohd Kheiruddin Mohd Rani, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili, Senior General Manager of SIRIM STS Dr. Mohd. Azman 
Idris and industry representatives. 

Source: Bernama

(From left) Dr. Mohd Azman Idris, Mr. Mohd Kheiruddin, YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee, Ms. Habibah, 
and Mr. Muhtar after the signing of the MoU.
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Visit to Meranti Temak 
Nipis planting sites 
Members of the Malaysian Timber Industry Board’s (MTIB) Technical 
Committee for Forest Plantation Development visited the Meranti 
Temak Nipis planting site at the Forest Research Institute Malaysia 
(FRIM) Research Station in Segamat, Johor on 9 April 2021. 

The purpose of this visit was to observe the growth of the Meranti 
Temak Nipis saplings which had been planted at several sites within 
the research station. This has been part of FRIM’s effort to cultivate 
more indigenous species amongst forest plantation species.

MTC’s COO Mr. Roger Chin and Strategic Planning Division Director 
Ms. Lau Li Har were among the team of 25 participants comprising 
representatives from the Ministry of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities (MPIC), MTIB, Forestry Department of Peninsular 
Malaysia (FDPM), Department of Wildlife and National Parks of 
Peninsular Malaysia, Malaysian Rubber Council, Sabah Rubber 
Industry Board, Forest Plantation Development Sdn Bhd and the 
Johor State Forestry Department.

FRIM’s Deputy Director-General (Research) Dr. Norwati Muhammad, 
Head of Forest Plantation Programme Dr Wan Rasidah Wan Ab. Kadir 
and Coordinator of the FRIM Research Station, Segamat, Dr. Rosdi 
Koter, received and briefed the team on the status of the research.

Participants at one of the Meranti Temak Nipis planting sites in FRIM Research Station, 
Segamat, Johor.

MTC is collaborating with the Selangor Human Resource 
Development Corporation (SHRDC) to improve the timber 
industry’s prospects of attracting future talents. An MoU signed 
between MTC and SHRDC on 31 March 2021 details the role of 
the latter on being the training provider for the MTC Engineer 
Placement in the Industry Programme (EPIP) recently launched 
on 2 March 2021.

The signing ceremony was attended by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili, COO Mr. Roger Chin, Industry Development Division 
(IDD) Director Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob, IDD Senior Manager Ms. 
Adeline Goh and IDD Senior Executive Mr. Nasrul Izan Shahrin. 
SHRDC was represented by its Executive Director Ms. Teh Sook 
Ling, General Manager Ms. Masliza Osman and Head of Malaysian 
Smart Factory Dr. Chua Wen Shyan.

Mementos were presented to the first batch of 15 graduate 
engineers currently attending classes conducted by SHRDC under 
the EPIP. After the training by SHRDC, the engineers will advance 
to on-the-job-training at several timber-based companies. 

Industry training   
with SHRDC

Mr. Muhtar being briefed during MTC team’s tour of SHRDC’s training facilities
after the MoU signing.

March-April 2021 Timber Malaysia

The participants visited three plantation sites for the Meranti Temak 
Nipis which were initiated in 2004, 2018 and 2020, respectively.

Also present during the visit were FDPM Director of Forest Plantations 
and Protection Tuan Haji Mohd Fauzi Abu Bakar, MPIC Principle 
Assistant Secretary of the Timber, Tobacco and Kenaf Industries 
Development Division Mr. Jackson Raao, and MTIB’s Deputy Director 
of Forest Plantation Ms. Norpaezah Mohd Dahalan. 

Source (Info & Photos): Faridah Ahmad Azam & Norhisyam Ismail

After the ceremony, the MTC delegation went on a guided tour of 
SHRDC’s training facilities including the Malaysian Smart Factory, 
Solar Technology Lab, Industrial Automation Workshop, and 
Design Lab. 
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Online dialogues with 
foreign counterparts
MTC’s International Business Development Division (IBDD) 
Cluster 2 (South Asia, Middle East & Africa) organised a virtual 
industry dialogue on 2 April 2021 with furniture and timber 
industry players from Bangladesh. 

The session was officiated by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili while 
Bangladesh Furniture Exporters Association CEO Mr. Mohd. 
Abdur Rouf and Mr. Md. Golam Mostafa Khan of Hatil Complex 
Ltd led the discussion along with several Bangladeshi companies 
and their Malaysian counterparts. 

This session with Bangladesh, the first edition organised by MTC, 
saw 22 participants and MTC plans to continue this initiative 
with other countries under the coverage of the Middle East and 
Africa office.

On 19 April, MTC also held an online business meeting to explore 
Mauritius and Seychelles’ timber markets. The session featured 
Market Correspondent Mr. Georges Koo, President of SME 
Chambers of Mauritius Ms. Maya Sewnath, and Architect Pat 
Ng from the Mauritius Association of Architects. The dialogue 
generated interest among Malaysian timber companies present at 
the talk to explore market potentials in the two Western Indian 
ocean islands. 

March-April 2021 Timber Malaysia

Mr. Muhtar (left), IBDD C2’s Director Mr. Khairul (second from left) and Manager
Ms. Agnes Seah (far right) at the Bangladesh B2B meeting.

Malaysian timber companies exploring trade opportunities with Mauritius and 
Seychelles through the virtual business session.

On 15 March 2021, MTC had announced the opening of applicant 
registration for its Export Assistance Programme (EAP) to 
representatives from the six national timber associations over a 
virtual meeting.  

Logistics has become a challenging issue for exporters and 
importers during the COVID-19 pandemic. Container and space 
shortage on board shipping lines have increased container
freight rates for both export and import shipments by between 
300% to 500%. 

Thus, the Export Assistance Programme (EAP) 2021 established 
by MTC is to provide assistance for Malaysian timber exporters, 
particularly SMEs to defray part of the ocean freight charges only. 

The first round of EAP registrants were eligible for the shipment 
period between 15 March – 14 June 2021. As of end April 2021, 
as many as 104 companies’ EAP applications have been approved. 

Export Assistance 
Programme (EAP) starts

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili (top row, 
second from left) and MTC Industry 
Development Division Director Mr.
Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob (top row, right) 
announcing the EAP programme to timber 
industry association representatives.
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MTC lead a meeting with the Malaysian Palm Oil Council (MPOC) 
and Malaysian Rubber Council (MRC) in its headquarters in 
Cheras, Kuala Lumpur on 25 March 2021 to discuss the upcoming 
establishment of the Commodities Integration Marketing 
Company in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 

This was the agencies’ second meeting following the 
announcement by the Ministry of Plantation Industries 
and Commodities on the setting up of the regional office for 
Malaysian agri-commodities in the Middle Eastern country.

The establishment of the regional agri-commodities office was a result 
of YAB Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin’s meeting with the 
Saudi Arabian Crown Prince Mohammed Salman Abdulaziz Al-Saud, 
who is also the kingdom’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defence at the Al-Yamamah Palace in Riyadh. 

Mr. Nurul Islam (second from left) and Dato’ Dr. Hj. Wan Zawawi (right) visiting the 
MTC Timber Gallery after the meeting.

From the negotiations held during the Prime Minister’s visit 
to the kingdom from 6-9 March 2021, the Saudi government is 
extending opportunities to Malaysian companies to expand their 
palm oil and other commodity products into the Middle Eastern 
market. 

The Jeddah regional office is slated to be Malaysia’s commodities 
hub to expand the agri-commodities market to the African 
continent and to surrounding Middle Eastern countries which 
have a population of 1.34 billion and 457 million respectively. 

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili chaired the meeting, which was 
also attended by MPOC CEO, Dato’ Dr. Hj. Wan Zawawi Wan 
Ismail, MRC CEO Mr. Nurul Islam Mohamed Yusoff and other 
senior officers from all the three agencies. 

Mr. Muhtar (left) presenting a memento to Mr. Nurul Islam after the meeting.

Setting up of Regional 
Agri-commodities  
Office in Jeddah

MTC, MPOC and MRC representatives to the meeting.
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Licensing and permit 
requirements study
In early April 2021, MTC has initiated a study on Licensing and 
Permit Requirements in the Timber Industry. The initiative which 
is fully supported by the Timber, Tobacco and Kenaf Industries 
Development Division of the Ministry of Plantation Industries 
and Commodities involves 38 agencies from the federal and state 
governmental levels including Sabah and Sarawak.

The study was conducted in view of the lack of openly available 
information on the licenses and permits required to operate in 
the timber industry and the prevalence of the issue within the 
industry due to its complex supply chain.

It is hoped that the study’s findings would give a better view of 
the regulations and procedures governing the timber industry 
in Malaysia and the licenses and permits required at the federal, 
state and local government levels to operate timber businesses.
The study would be beneficial to the existing timber businesses 
as well as potential investors to enter the industry by making 
the regulatory requirements and application process more 
transparent.

March-April 2021 Timber Malaysia

(From left) Timber, Tobacco and Kenaf Industries Development Division Senior Under-
Secretary Mr. Pubadi Govindasamy, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, and Malaysian 

Timber Certification Council CEO Mr. Yong Teng Koon at the meeting on the study.

MTC hosted a Technical Committee Meeting for Cooperative 
Community Forest Plantation Development Programme at its 
headquarters in Cheras, Kuala Lumpur on 8 April 2021.

The meeting was chaired by Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman Rahman, 
Chairman of The Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ 
Association. Other committee members present were 
representatives from Angkatan Koperasi Kebangsaan Malaysia 
Berhad (ANGKASA, or the Malaysian National Cooperative 
Movement), Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB), Forestry 
Department Peninsular Malaysia (JPSM) and Forest Plantation 
Development Sdn Bhd (FPDSB).

MTC was represented by its CEO, Mr Muhtar Suhaili; COO, Mr 
Roger Chin; Director of Industry Development Division, Mr 
Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob, and Director of Strategic Planning Division, 
Ms Lau Li Har. 

The Cooperative Community Forest Plantation Development 
Programme, among others, is aimed at ensuring the sustainability 
of raw materials for the timber industry whilst reducing 
dependence on resources from the natural forests. The programme 
also aims to provide business and income opportunities to 
ANGKASA cooperative members. 

Meeting on community 
forest planting

(Top) Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman sharing at the meeting. 
(Below) Other committee members at the meeting.

Scheduled to be completed in July 2021, two committees were set 
up to give strategic directions and input to ensure that this study 
achieves its objectives and deliverables. The Steering Committee 
and the Technical Committee were chaired by the Ministry 
of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) and MTC 
respectively. Their members consist of representatives from the 
relevant ministries and agencies as well as timber associations in 
Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak. 
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Working fun at     
work-life balance
MTC aims to be people-centric and to create work-life balance for its 
staff. The formation of the WHP2H (Work Hard, Play Hard and Pray 
Hard) Committee in December last year with several fun activities 
organised under its care targets to facilitate this aspiration.

On 10 March 2021, WHP2H organised a “Career Development Talk” 
which featured the prolific CEO of Maran Timber Sdn Bhd, Mr. Ng 
Kay Yip. He presented on the topic of “Work-Life Balance in the New 
Normal”.

The event was MTC’s first hybrid event organised in 2021 with 30% 
physical attendance while the rest of the staff attended virtually, in 
compliance with the Conditional Movement Control Order.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili (left) presenting a token of appreciation to Mr. Ng.

MTC staff focusing on building their terrariums during the class.

Mr. Ng holds a bachelor’s degree in Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering from the University of Pennsylvania, and a master’s 
degree, also in Electrical and Electronic Engineering, from the 
Massachusetts of Institute Technology.

He is also an investor of the BFM 89.9 radio station as well as the 
co-founder of Jobstreet.com, Didian and OSC Orthopaedic Specialist 
Centre in Subang.

The WHP2H Committee also organised a terrarium-making class 
on 9 April 2021 in conjunction with the International Day of Forests 

Mr. Ng imparting his knowledge  during the Career Development Talk.

which is celebrated by countries worldwide on 21 March each year. 
The fun and relaxing event saw many MTC staff members putting on 
their crafty hats to create their own miniature “forests” in jars. 

Apart from building soft skills and organising recreational events, 
WHP2H’s holistic outlook also includes faith-building activities 
(hence the “Pray Hard”). On 26 March and 22 April, the Tazkirah 
Israk Mikraj with Ustaz Nabil and Tazkirah Ramadan with Ustaz 
Ubaidillah were conducted respectively. A visit to the Fo Guang Shan 
Dong Zen Temple at Jenjarom, Klang was also planned in conjunction 
with Wesak but the event was postponed due to a lockdown. 

Mr. Muhtar presenting a token of appreciation to Ustaz Ubaidillah. Mr. Muhtar handing over a token of appreciation to Ustaz Nabil.
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Webinars on online 
advertising
Timber industry members continued their quest to navigate the new 
normal by attending MTC’s Webinar Series. In the months of March 
and April 2021, MTC engaged two experienced digital marketing 
trainers to conduct eight webinar modules focused around the central 
theme of “Online Advertising and Branding”. 

In March, the speaker of the month was Mr. Nowrid Amin, Digital 
Marketing Manager at IQI Global Sdn Bhd. The LinkedIn expert’s 
four sessions included topics such as “LinkedIn Marketing and 
Advertising to Grow Your Personal Brand”, “Google Ads for SME 
and Entrepreneurs” and “Facebook Marketing for SME”. His talk 
on 16 March titled “How to Leverage LinkedIn Business Page for 
B2B Marketing” saw the highest number of participants with 81 
attendees. 

April webinars featured another digital marketing expert, Dr. Frank 
Peter who introduced topics such as “Getting Your Digital B2B Ad 
Strategy Right”, “Getting Your Facebook Ads Right” and “Getting 
the Most Out of Your Digital Ad Campaigns”. His most popular talk 
that attracted 80 participants was “Getting Your Google Advertising 
Right” on 14 April. There were on average 70 participants at each of 
the eight sessions. 

March-April 2021 Timber Malaysia

The eight webinars in March and April were held as a series with each session built upon 
the previous ones.

Mr. Nowrid (left) sharing on Google Smart Campaigns with Ms. Chea moderating the 
session.

Participants said they appreciated the step-by-step guidance on how 
to conduct online advertising and that the instructions given were 
easy to understand. 

The March-April webinars were moderated by Executive Ms. Mandy 
Chea who also organised them under MTC’s Market Promotion 
Division. This round of webinars differed from previous ones in 
that they were conducted as a series to help participants build up 
knowledge from previous sessions. 

Digital marketing expert Dr. Peter has helped many companies to gain a better 
understanding of what ‘digital’ means for their organisation.

Each of the eight sessions averaged a number of 70 participants for the March and April webinars.
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The 4th Project Steering Committee (PSC) Meeting on the 
agreement between the State Government of Sabah and 
Malaysian Palm Oil Council (MPOC) on the Forest Rehabilitation 
of Orangutan Habitat at Lower Ulu Kawag, Ulu Segama Forest 
Reserve met on 9 April 2021.

The meeting was Chaired by Sabah Forestry Department (SFD) 
with participation from the Ministry of Plantation Industries 
and Commodities (MPIC), MPOC, MTC and Malaysian Timber 
Certification Council (MTCC).

During the meeting, SFD updated the committee about the 
project which has been on a hiatus since March 2020 and where its 
progress has been hindered by COVID-19. The project site happened 
to be one of the worst-hit districts in Sabah by the pandemic. Thus 
far, the budget allocation has been utilised for planting activities, 
maintenance and fertilisers. 

SFD also reported that the hiatus has affected the survivability of 
the tree seedlings planted, being hampered by elephants trampling 
on them and lack of personnel attending to them during the 
pandemic. The project involves local village contractors during the 
implementation of this project.

Committee meeting on 
forest rehabilitation

MTC team visits    
green factory
On 22 March 2021, an MTC team led by CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili 
visited the “green factory” at One-Tech (M) Sdn Bhd. The “green 
factory” is a sustainable initiative by One-Tech which is located in 
Ampang, Kuala Lumpur.
 
The company’s CEO, Mr. Harith Ridzuan welcomed the team from 
MTC and showed them around the factory. Established in 1993, One-
Tech is a family business which also exports its products of interior 
settings, furniture, homeware and gift items to 20 countries.

The award-winning 13,000 sq ft “green factory” is known for applying 
a zero-waste concept and its use of wood from sustainable sources 
such as PEFC-certified materials. 

Its philosophy and implementations aiming to “inspire more makers 
and communities to be mindful of how we use our resources and 
consume products” have also attracted young talents to its workforce 
comprising 90% local staff members.

(From left) Mr. Harith showing Mr. Muhtar, MTC COO Mr. Roger Chin and Director of 
Corporate Communications Division Ms. Noraihan Abdul Rahman around the Green Factory.

Contractors planting tree seedlings at the Ulu Segama Forest Reserve.

Over 170 university students have been trained in the “green 
factory” which is also a training school dedicated to developing 
highly-skilled and capable woodworkers, designers, and 
engineers. Mr. Harith said the school provides guidance for 
furniture manufacturing via entry-level modules and exposes 
students to high-tech machines and the local arts. 

Apart from bringing forth issues and discussing solutions, the 
meeting also agreed to meet every four months.



Bumiputera timber 
sector entrepreneur 
awards
On 23 March 2021, YB Dato ‘Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng, Deputy 
Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities on behalf of 
the Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities, YB Dato’ 
Dr. Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali officiated the Bumiputera 
New Entrepreneur Awards Ceremony for the Timber Sector.

This specific award comes under the VenTureS Programme involving 
20 new Bumiputera entrepreneurs who have completed training 
sessions as well as eight strategic partner companies, all of which have 
received the entrepreneurship awards.

The VenTureS programme is implemented with the aim of producing 
new Bumiputera entrepreneurs in the local timber and furniture Mr. Muhtar (second from right) with other distinguished attendees at the awards ceremony.

industry. For a period of five years (2021-2025) under the 12th 
Malaysia Plan (12MP), a total of 100 new entrepreneurs will be 
developed in parallel with the target to create as many as 600 new 
Bumiputera entrepreneurs by 2025.

In the meanwhile, the Ministry of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities (MPIC) through the Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
(MTIB) in collaboration with the Malaysian Furniture Council 
(MFC) will carry out the Smart-Partnership Programme to develop 
Bumiputera vendors, through collaborations between Bumiputera 
and non-Bumiputera entrepreneurs in the timber sector.

The goal of this partnership is to encourage Bumiputera 
entrepreneurs to gain knowledge from successful furniture 
manufacturers and then start businesses by becoming furniture 
vendors or subcontractors at an early stage. Twenty-two new 

Bumiputera entrepreneurs and 10 strategic partner companies are 
involved under the VenTureS Programme and Smart-Partnership.

Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee also witnessed the signing of a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MoA) with the industry for the implementation of the 
Smart-Partnership Programme. The MoA was between MTIB, two 
strategic partners - Promptcon Enterprise Sdn Bhd, Pusan Furniture 
Industries (M) Sdn Bhd - and two new bumiputra entrepreneurs. The 
implementation of the VenTureS and Smart-Partnership programmes 
is with the hope of elevating the contribution of Bumiputera timber 
entrepreneurs to a higher level.

Present at the event were MPIC Secretary General YBhg Datuk Ravi 
Muthayah, Director General of MTIB Mr. Mohd Kheiruddin Mohd 
Rani, and MFC President Mr. Khoo Yeow Chong. Representing MTC 
at the event was CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili. 

YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee (middle) officiating the event.
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At the invitation of The Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia 
(TEAM) President Mr. Chua Song Fong, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili presented a talk entitled “Timber Industry Moving Forward 
After The COVID-19 Pandemic” to members of TEAM.

The presentation was made in conjunction with TEAM’s 66th 
Annual General Meeting (AGM), which was held at Menara PGRM, 
Cheras on 26 April 2021.

Mr. Muhtar detailed how MTC’s  5-Year Roadmap (2019-2023) 
is aimed at helping industry players sustain their businesses and 
emerge stronger post the COVID-19 pandemic. 

He gave a comprehensive presentation on MTC’s various industry 
development programmes which are being implemented to assist 
the timber industry in transforming towards adopting more 
e-commerce, embracing automation and digitalisation while 
sourcing the right pool of talent. 

Among them are the Import Assistance Programme, Automation 
Technology Acquisition, Export Assistance Programme and 
Engineering Placement and Internship Programme. He also 
highlighted market development programmes and promotion 
activities like online B2B sessions., 

Director-General of the Malaysian Timber Industry Board Mr. 
Mohd Kheiruddin Mohd Rani and CEO of the Malaysian Timber 
Certification Council Mr. Yong Teng Koon also gave updates on the 
Malaysian timber industry and PEFC/MTCS timber certification, 
respectively, at the event. 

TEAM holds 66th AGM

MTC and MMU explore 
collaboration
MTC received a courtesy call from Multimedia University (MMU) 
on 13 April 2021 with the meeting aimed at exploring potential 
collaboration between the two organisations.

The potential areas of collaboration discussed included Automation, 
Mechanisation and Digitalisation, Digital Promotion, multimedia 
promotional videos and green initiatives. 

The MMU delegation was led by Prof. Ir. Dr. Hairul Azhar Abdul-
Rashid, Vice President, Research, Industrial Collaborations and 
Engagement (RICE) who was accompanied by Prof. Dr. Zulfadzli 
Yusoff, Director, Research Management Centre (RMC) and 
Assoc. Prof. Ts. Dr. Ervina Efzan Mohd Noor, Director, Industrial 
Collaborations and Engagement Center (ICEC).

MTC’s team to the discussion included Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, CEO, Mr. 
Roger Chin, COO, Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob, Director of Industrial 
Development Division, Ms. Noraihan Abdul Rahman, Director of 

Mr. Muhtar (middle) presenting a token to Prof. Ir. Dr. Hairul as (from left) Ms. Noraihan, 
Mr. Choo, Mr. Chin, Prof. Dr. Zulfadzli and Assoc. Prof. Ts. Dr. Ervina look on. 

Top: Mr. Chua (middle) presenting a token to Mr. Muhtar during the AGM. 
Bottom: Mr. Muhtar detailing MTC’s 5-Year Roadmap (2019-2023).

Corporate Communications Division and Mr. Justin Choo, Head of 
Information & Communications Technology Division.

The MMU delegation also visited the MTC Gallery after the 
discussion. 
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As the timber industry has been encouraged to move towards 
the adoption and utilisation of renewable energy, MTC has 
introduced its Green Incentives programme on 31 March 2021 
for the purchase and installation of the Solar Photovoltaic 
System (SPS). 

According to MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, this programme 
is aimed at encouraging the timber sector to enhance its 
competitiveness via adopting green technology while reducing 
energy costs and providing protection from future electricity 
tariff hikes. 

“The use of SPS can also mitigate greenhouse gas emissions 
while reducing dependency on fossil fuels,” he added. 

The programme has received positive response from timber-
based companies with a good number of applications being 
processed by MTC. 

Solar photovoltaic 
purchase incentives

11th AGM of Timber 
Industry Forum (TIF)
The Malaysian Timber Industry Forum Association (MTIFA) 
successfully conducted its 11th Annual General Meeting at 
Menara PGRM in Cheras, Kuala Lumpur on 26 April 2021. 

MTIFA was established by the various sectors of the timber 
industry in Peninsular Malaysia to work in unison in promoting 
the interest of the industry at the national and international 
levels. 

At the invitation of MTIFA President, Datuk Wira Sheikh 
Othman Rahman, MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, attended 
the meeting and presented MTC’s Roadmap 2019-2023 to 
distinguished members of MTIFA. 

In his welcoming remarks, Mr. Muhtar reiterated MTC’s 
commitment towards helping the timber industry to further 
adopt digitalisation and digitisation besides attracting new pools 
of talents. He highlighted several MTC’s new initiatives such as 
Young Entrepreneur Society, TimbeReality and Design Incubator 
Programme and expressed hope that MTC and MTIFA will 
continue their collaborative efforts. 

Top: Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman (left) presenting a token of appreciation to Mr. Muhtar.
Bottom: Mr. Muhtar (seated third from left) sharing a candid moment with MTIFA members.
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MTC goes physical 
and virtual at Dubai 
Woodshow 2021
MTC participated in the Dubai International Wood & Wood 
Machinery Show, popularly known as Dubai WoodShow, an 
annual dedicated exhibition for the wood, wood accessories and 
woodworking machinery industry. Held in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates from 9-11 March 2021, the show was in its 16th edition 
with 70 exhibitors from 18 countries.

The organisers took pride to have showcased the show’s first hybrid 
edition, with the fusion of live and virtual access into its dynamic 
platform. Of the 70 exhibitors, 58 were physical exhibitors while 12 
participated virtually through its virtual platform, Event10X. MTC 
was the sole Malaysian company that exhibited on both platforms. 
Another Malaysian company, Bunga Raya Panel Products Sdn Bhd, 
participated through the virtual platform.

Dubbed as the meeting place for wood related businesses, the event 
enabled MTC to establish new contacts from the region, build 

MTC was the only company that exhibited on both physical and virtual platforms.
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MTC draws crowds 
at CIFM/interzum 
Guangzhou 2021
Local furniture manufacturers, whole house customisation 
enterprises, timber wholesalers and traders were the majority of 
visitors to MTC’s promotional booth at the China International 
Furniture Machinery & Furniture Raw Materials Fair (Guangzhou) 
(CIFM) 2021 and interzum Guangzhou 2021 held from 28-31 
March 2021. 

CIFM/interzum Guangzhou 2021, held concurrently with the 47th 
China International Furniture Fair (Guangzhou), was Asia’s leading 
comprehensive trade show in woodworking machinery, furniture 
manufacturing and interior decoration industry. More than 1,600 
companies including over 300 international exhibitors from 35 
countries and regions participated in this year’s exhibition.

A new activity, Business Packing Plus (BPP) Zone, was held for 
the first time this year. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, overseas 
exhibitors were not able to participate due to international 
travel restrictions. The BPP Zone is intended to assist overseas 

MTC Director of International Business Development Division (Cluster 1 - East Asia, 
Europe and Americas) Mr. Tan Ting Wai (second from left) at the opening ceremony of 

CIFM/interzum Guangzhou.

enterprises maintain their presence in CIFM/interzum Guangzhou 
2021 as well as for visitors to source products and solutions from 
all over the world. 

rapport with importers of timber and timber product companies 
as well as be part of the regional and international marketing 
campaign through the promotion of the show. 
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Bridging ties at   
Building Holland 
MTC participated in a roundtable discussion on 1 April 2021 
held as part of Building Holland, a three-day annual event in 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands for the construction, installation 
and real estate sector. 

MTC Europe, in partnership with the fair’s organiser had invited 
architects, developers and importers to participate in the 
roundtable discussion themed “Legal and Sustainable Sourcing 
Opportunity for Timber Materials from Malaysia”.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili gave the opening remarks for this 
roundtable session while Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery 
Council PR & Communication Committee Chairman Mr. Tham 
Sing Khow gave a briefing on the Malaysian timber industry’s 
efforts in sustainability. Several MWMJC committee members 
and Dutch timber-related company leaders also joined the session.

During the discussion, some of the topics brought up were on 
sustainable sourcing and Sustainable Forest Management in 

World of Wood    
Virtual Convention
MTC participated in the International Wood Products Association’s 
(IWPA) 2nd World of Wood Virtual Convention as both attendee 
and exhibitor from 14-16 April 2021. 

The World of Wood Convention is an annual gathering hosted 
by the IWPA in different cities within the USA for importers in 
the North American wood products industry where more than 
250 participants ranging from importers, service providers, 
government agencies, NGOs and overseas suppliers around the 
world came together.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili presented a talk titled “Malaysia’s 
Timber Industry: What’s Next?” His topic centred on the Malaysian 
timber industry, its trade performance and the timber trade 
between Malaysia and the USA. In 2020, Malaysia’s total export 
of timber and timber products to North America was at USD1.86 
billion (RM7.78 billion) of which USD1.78 billion (RM7.45 billion) 
was to the USA. 

Mr. Muhtar also discussed how the industry is tackling challenges 
posed by the COVID-19 pandemic and how MTC could assist 
potential and existing traders interested the Malaysian market.
Mr Tan Ting Wai, Director of International Business Development 
Division (Cluster 1 – East Asia, Europe and Americas) and Ms. Lai 

MTC and MWMJC team members during the Building Holland roundtable discussion.

Mei Theng, Regional Representative for MTC Americas manned 
MTC’s IWPA virtual booth as well as attended the convention. 

Malaysia, certification, Malaysia’s efforts in forest protection and 
plantation forests, and augmentation of raw materials. 

Mr. Muhtar speaking during MTC’s session at the World of Wood Virtual Convention 
organised by IWPA. 
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THIS IS A CONTRIBUTED ARTICLE

The concept of a “New Deal” had originally been U.S. President 
Franklin Roosevelt’s response to the Great Depression of the 70s and 
90s, to introduce social and economic reforms. In 2007, American 
journalist Thomas Friedman said that a green version of the “New 
Deal” was needed and coined the phrase the “Green New Deal”, 
arguing that  “a whole new clean power industry” was necessary  “to 
spur (the U.S.)  economy into the 21st century”. 

The United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) then 
commissioned a Global Green New Deal and actively promoted it, 
just like the concept of Sustainable Development (SD) had been 
promoted in the 70-80s. Added to that much vaunted SD concept is 
now the more urgent climate change concerns, of renewable energy, 
resource efficiency, the health of the planet. After all, the setting up 
of UNEP in 1974 was a UN initiative to spur gathering and sharing 
of information about the global environment, on deforestation, the 
building up of greenhouse gases and biological diversity.  

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, the charismatic Democratic American 
politician, member of the House of Representatives from New York’s 
14th district since 2019 is credited for having advocated progressive 
policies like the Green New Deal.  Adam Paul Bandt, leader of the 
Australian Greens and federal MP for Melbourne explains that a 
Green New Deal is “a government-led plan of massive investment and 
action to build a clean economy and a caring society. 

Under a Green New Deal, the government takes the lead in creating 
new jobs and industries, getting to zero-emissions as soon as possible 
and delivering universal services to ensure nobody is left behind”. 
Apart from the US and Australia, the United Kingdom, Canada and 
South Korea have also prepared their own Green New Deal. 
The European Union (EU) in December 2019 announced a 
comprehensive Green Deal package to make Europe the first climate-
neutral continent by 2050. It is not the only Green Deal, but it is 
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an ambitious one. The European Green Deal (EGD) was touted 
as European Commission (EC) President Ursula von der Leyen’s 
signature proposal. It is a €1 trillion, 10-year plan to reduce the EU’s 
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 50% compared with 1990. 

“This is Europe’s man on the moon moment,” she had said. The year 
2020 became its year of the Green Deal as a great deal of fine-tuning 
went into hammering out the EGD that would “transform the EU’s 
economy for a sustainable future” and to flesh out its long-term 
strategic vision to make the EU a global Green Deal leader.  

Foremost amongst the stated aims of the EGD is to reduce the EU’s 
carbon emissions. Also, to mobilise its industry for a clean and 
circular economy, to step up measures against plastic pollution, to 
enhance its forests (a new Post-2020 EU Forest Policy), sustainable 
farming to present a Farm to Fork Strategy in 2020 and a Common 

Foremost amongst 
the stated aims 
of the EGD is to 
reduce the EU’s 
carbon emissions.

The whole world 
needs to join hands 
for the future of 
Planet Earth and 
the EU’s leadership 
would be most 
welcome. 

Agricultural Policy, alternative fuels for green transport including 
the aviation and maritime sectors, recycling and clean, affordable and 
renewable energy, address further biodiversity loss by preserving and 
restoring ecosystems (a Biodiversity Strategy for 2030). While there 
have been some criticisms of this EGD, there is no denying that it is 
comprehensive and ambitious - to show the rest of the world how to 
be sustainable and competitive.  

On 15 January 2020 the European Parliament (EP) passed a 
resolution on the EGD, giving its general reaction to the EC’s 
communication on the EGD. It underlined that the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) should be at the centre of the EU’s process 
of drafting and implementing policies. It also urged for EU climate 
leadership and stressed the need for the EU to “mobilise other regions 
of the world to work in the same direction”.  In what may be seen as 
a parallel to the post-Great Depression New Deal, the EP called to 
include the EGD in the recovery programme from the COVID-19 
pandemic. The EGD envisages a stronger role of civil society and for it 
to be linked to other instruments.

All these are well and good in the EU’s pursuit of EU-wide 
environmental public policy objectives. How will the EU’s Green Deal 
affect its policies towards resource-based produce exported to the EU 
from other countries?  What about the repeated mention of the EU’s 
ambitions for climate leadership? To lead the green change globally, 
the EC President made a huge international impression when she 

announced the EGD. Should developing countries trading with the EU 
just take these developments as the EU announcing its plans to meet 
its global climate change commitments? No one will argue that it is 
true that the whole world needs to join hands for the future of Planet 
Earth and the EU’s leadership would be most welcome. 

Malaysia is also a responsible member of the international 
community, and a participating nation at the UN’s Climate 
Change Conferences. Some at Malaysia’s Academy of Professors 
(an independent non-government organisation) and Academy of 
Sciences opine that Malaysia may perhaps focus more on the country’s 
economic post COVID-19 recovery.  Experts from the Malaysian 
Academy of Sciences were reported (New Straits Times of Malaysia, 
14 December 2020) to have said that Malaysia needs an overarching 
green policy framework that cuts across ministries, sectors and 
industries. They agree that Malaysia needs a Green New Deal for a 
holistic plan concerning the use of natural resources. 

Experts who are members of the Academy of Professors’ 
Environment and Sustainability Cluster – are reported to be 
drafting a White Paper to the government on the umbrella policy, 
dubbed the Environment Development and Sustainability Policy 
Framework. Emeritus Professor Datuk Dr Ibrahim Komoo, the 
cluster’s chair, is also reported to have said the policy would 
“spell out important principles for sustainability, covering 
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environmental pollution, ecological services, natural heritage 
conservation, sustainable agriculture, mining, land development, 
and environment-based SDGs. He added that the umbrella policy 
would tie policies together, striking a balance across the social, 
economic and environmental pillars. 

In the same article, Academy of Sciences Malaysia senior fellow 
Emeritus Professor Tan Sri Dr Zakri Abdul Hamid said a Green New 
Deal is at the heart of sustainable development, which was introduced 
in the 1987 Brundtland Report and described as development that 
meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs. 

That was also when the three pillars of sustainable development 
were enunciated, namely economic development, social development 
and environmental protection for future generations. The only 
addition today would be a greater emphasis on renewables such 
as solar and wind technologies, energy efficiency, electric vehicles, 
public transportation and smart grids. Many of its elements, such as 
going for renewables, are already being pursued actively for several 
years now by our country”. He also said that the key components 
of Malaysia’s Green New Deal should mirror the SDGs (adequate 
healthcare, affordable and adequate housing, economic security, 
enough and healthy food, and vibrant nature).

Another environmental expert (on water quality and modelling), 
Dr Zaki Zainudin said environmental sustainability concepts like 
the Green New Deal required a paradigm shift in many areas. It is 
a departure from the conventional ways. But in the post-lockdown 
era, we wonder whether such concepts will be given priority over 
economic recovery. Movement restrictions have battered economies 
globally. Governments have to deal with unprecedented (low) 
employment numbers and businesses closing down. Their focus now 
perhaps is on economic recovery. 

Indeed, the Malaysian economy has already taken a huge battering 
from the global COVID-19 pandemic. The lesson is very clear from 
the pandemic, all sectors have to come together to support each 
other to ride out the storm. Our common destiny requires that we 
have a global perspective. To borrow the burning house analogy – it 

does not make sense to put out the fires in some rooms of the same 
house.  Every room in the house matters. Like the professors and 
academics have reminded, all sectors of society will have to hunker 
down and tackle the formulation of the proposed national green new 
deal policies holistically. A reasonable balance has to be struck and the 
discussions can be broken up into clusters, not only at the national 
level but at state-level. 

With a supranational body consisting of eminent representatives 
finally drawing up the blueprint. The wide use of electronic media – 
zoom, skype, team should be availed of extensively so that we reduce 
our carbon footprint and spend our resources wisely.  It does not 
matter that in the process we may be offering some existing ideas as 
new ones. At least we have a holistic, uniform strategic plan to future-
proof our beleaguered economy in the aftermath of the pandemic. It is 
better to start being consistent in our sustainability efforts and make 
these efforts the new norm.

In the November 2020 tabling of the Malaysian budget, it was 
announced that “In 2015 together with other member states of 
the UN, Malaysia had agreed to accept the 2030 Agenda and 17 
SDGs”. Now, for the first time, the annual budget is aligned with 
the SDGs, so that our Rakyat can move towards a more prosperous, 
more sustainable and inclusive future. The Government through 
cooperation with the UN has established the Malaysia-SDG Trust 
Fund or MySDG Trust Fund with an initial allocation of RM20 
million. The fund will coordinate financing from various public and 
private sources systematically. Thus, various parties can contribute 
and be involved in efforts to ensure the SDG is achieved by 2030. 

In order to continue preserving the natural resources, the following 
initiatives are being implemented:
• Increase the allocation under the TAHAP (Economic,   
 Infrastructure and Welfare-Development-based Grants)  
 to all State Governments from RM350 million to RM400  
 million. Of this amount, a total of RM70 million is also  
 allocated for the purpose of Ecological Fiscal Transfer   
 activities as an additional incentive to the State Government  
 to ensure the sustainability of the country’s biodiversity; 
• In addition, to control the biodiversity of forest areas and  
 poaching, the Government will strengthen the Biodiversity  
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 Protection and Patrol Program by recruiting more than 500  
 former military and police personnel as well as Orang Asli  
 for patrolling activities. For this purpose, a total of RM20  
 million is allocated.

There has been a lot of buzz about conversion and deforestation 
(since the 70s in fact).  A Feasibility study on options to step up EU 
action against deforestation (19 March 2018) (https://ec.europa.
eu/environment/forests/pdf/feasibility_study_deforestation_
kh0418199enn_main_report.pdf) listed an inventory of existing 
EU policies, legislation and initiatives developed as part of the 
Feasibility study on an EU Action Plan on deforestation, whose 
overall aim is to “define and assess policy options available to step 
up EU action on deforestation and forest degradation”. The topic had 
remained on the EU agenda for a few years now and there have been 
wide consultations. But now there is a renewed push for stronger 
action. Five priorities (and key actions) have been outlined in the 
Deforestation Communication:

Reduce the EU consumption footprint on land -
• Create a new Multi-stakeholder Platform on Deforestation and  
 Forest Degradation to provide a forum of exchange with and  
 among stakeholders;
• Assess standards and certification schemes that promote  
 “deforestation-free” products;
• Assess additional regulatory and non-regulatory measures to  
 minimise EU consumption linked to deforestation
Work in partnership with producing countries -
• Develop national frameworks on sustainable forest   
 management;
• Implement sustainable forest-based value chains and promote  

There has been a 
lot of buzz about 
conversion and 
deforestation (since 
the 70s in fact).
 sustainable bio-economy;
• Develop incentive mechanisms for small hold farmers to  
 maintain and enhance ecosystems;
• Sustainable increase world forest cover
Strengthen international cooperation –
• Promote trade agreements that include forest conservation  
 provisions;
• Encourage trade in agricultural and forest-based products not  
 causing deforestation or forest degradation;
• Increase efforts in key international fora
Redirect finance to support more sustainable land-use practices –
• Assess mechanisms to boost sustainable finance for forests;
• Increase funding to producer countries for conservation and  
 sustainable restoration;
• Explore better company reporting on impacts of activities on  
 deforestation and forest degradation 
Support better availability and quality of information on forests and 
supply chains –

• Establish an EU Observatory on Deforestation and Forest  
 Degradation to monitor changes in the world’s forest cover and  
 give public bodies, consumers and businesses better access to  
 data about supply chains;
• Explore strengthened use of the Copernicus satellite system for  
 forest monitoring

In February 2019, the European NGO, FERN responded to the 
EU’s public consultation on the Deforestation Communication. It 
called for “regulation to control the import and financing of and 
investment in agricultural commodities cultivated on forest land 
converted in violation of community tenure rights or other human 
rights abuses.”. FERN called for actions to “regulate EU imports of 
forest risk agricultural commodities (FRAC), to ensure that neither 
the EU financial sector, nor products placed on the EU market cause 
negative environmental and social impacts like deforestation, forest 
degradation or human rights.”. In a paper “Getting the incentives 
right (Why partnership agreements should be at the heart of EU 
efforts to end deforestation), FERN calls for commodity trade 
partnerships to achieve zero deforestation. It stresses that these 
partnerships should address:

• Definition of deforestation;
• Customary tenure rights;
• Smallholders; and
• Trade incentives.   

Suggestions on “trade incentives” (to be included in EU partnership 
agreements) put forward by FERN include:

• A third country or region carding system where the EU can  
 impose trade bans on a country’s products (including use of red/ 
 yellow cards until there are improvements in governance);
• A Risk Alert System (linked to the EU Forest Risk Commodities  
 Regulation);
• Tariff or quota-based incentives (tariffs lowered for no-  
 deforestation, no conflict or sustainably-produced commodities;  
 conversely, higher import tariffs or imposition of a deforestation fee);
• Ban on non-compliant products, following the example of  
 the US Tariffs Act that grants the US Customs & Border  
 Protection Agency powers to exclude products from the market  
 using forced labour (as in the case against Sime Darby in April  
 2020 by Liberty Shared). 

In response to the EC’s Deforestation Communication, members 
of the EP in a Resolution dated September 2020 called for more 
support to protect, restore and sustainably manage forests, protect 
biodiversity and carbon sinks. The EP adopted two resolutions calling 
on the EC to put forward rules to stop EU-driven global deforestation 
through mandatory due diligence for companies placing products on 
the EU market. 

The first EP Resolution asks the EC to:
• Have binding targets to protect forests, in particular primary  
 forests;
• Have measures to ensure sustainable and deforestation-free  
 supply chains for products and commodities placed on the EU  
 market;
• Strengthen the EGD’s external dimension through alliances and  
 partnerships with third countries;
• Ensure that future trade and investment agreements contain  
 binding provisions against deforestation, forest degradation  
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the EU is also 
undertaking a 
review of its 
Enforcement 
Regulation for 
Trade Disputes.

 or degradation of natural ecosystems, which cause indigenous  
 residents to be subjected to human rights violations.

In an additional October 2020 Resolution, the EP: 
• Calls on the EC to put forward rules to stop EU-driven global  
 deforestation through mandatory due diligence for companies  
 placing products on the EU market;
• Proposed for an EU legal framework to halt & reverse EU-driven  
 global deforestation.

What seems apparent now is that spurred by the unprecedented 
disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, and in fulfilment 
of the EU’s commitments at the international fora (Climate Change 
Convention, Biodiversity Convention, the UN’s agenda for sustainable 
development and SDG goals), the EU has now neatly packaged all 
these commitments in the EGD, encompassing guidelines, policies 
and plans to implement activities. Stepping up EU action against 
deforestation and forest degradation and the proposal to have 
legislation to reduce the EU’s consumption and nature-destroying 
footprint and to eliminate commodities linked to forest risk and 
human rights abuses are part and parcel of the EGD.  

So is the Review of FLEGT and VPAs (Fitness check), the studies on 
the EU Timber Regulation and its product coverage, and a study of 
certification schemes. So too is the reinforcing of the implementation 
of the EU FLEGT Action Plan to encourage trade in agriculture and 
forest-based products for commodity imports to the EU that are not 
linked to deforestation. A public consultation on additional demand-
side measures related to commodity imports to the EU was held at 
the end of 2020. Also, there will be an assessment of the impact of 
“additional regulatory and non-regulatory measures to minimise 
EU consumption linked to deforestation”. This legislative proposal is 
planned for the second quarter of 2021.

Japan Trade Agreement), clauses are included as follows: 

(a) continue to implement measures to combat illegal logging 
and related trade, including with respect to third countries, as 
appropriate, and to promote trade in legally harvested forest 
products; 
(b) promote the conservation and sustainable management of 
forests and trade and consumption of timber and timber products 
harvested in accordance with the law of the country of harvest 
and from sustainably managed forests”. 

Unsurprisingly, the EU and the trade partner also agree “to 
strengthen their cooperation on trade-related aspects of 
sustainable forest management, the conservation of forest cover 
and illegal logging, including in multilateral fora, as appropriate”.

With so much happening and going to happen in the horizon, and 
the obvious impact these will have on all sectors of industries 
(especially on forest related commodities) in countries that trade 
with the EU, Malaysia needs to be well-prepared and to have a 
proactive stance. Opting out is not a choice open to any country 
that is part of the global trading system.  The world is moving 
very fast and the time is now for changes to be embraced by the 
country and the forestry and timber sector to:

• Learn from other industries that have done better in  
 adapting to global standards; 
• Be ready for certification that requires different parameters  
 and approaches;
• Avoid being stuck in a certain mindset – be ready to hire  
 young and digitally savvy personnel;
• Practise a culture of inclusive dialogues; and
• Train and build sustainability teams; invest in standards of  
 certification and understand the need for verification – learn  
 to manage the change now to meet 2050 targets. 

There is a need for greater awareness-raising and for strategic 
steps to be developed to face the challenges posed by the EU’s 
Green Deal and the Forest-Related Policy Developments. There 
have already been overtures made, especially at the ASEAN-level 
for mutual understanding. It has always been a commitment for 
Malaysia to communicate, engage and use diplomacy with EU 
institutions to represent the interest and concerns of the country 
and more specifically of the combined interests of the different 
sectors, not only the palm oil but also the forestry and timber 
sector. Malaysia will take the necessary measures to face the 
challenges posed by this EU Green Deal.  

Malaysia will take 
the necessary 
measures to face 
the challenges 
posed by this   
EU Green Deal. 

Additionally, the EU is also undertaking a review of its 
Enforcement Regulation for Trade Disputes. No doubt the trigger 
had been the EU’s dispute with her major world trading partners 
over trade sovereignty, extraterritorial sanctions and trade 
practices that are deemed unfair. In September 2020, Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen said that major powers are either 
pulling out of institutions or taking them hostage for their own 
interests”.  The coming years will see the EU taking initiatives to 
reform WTO rules. Trade and the environment are inseparable 
now.  In trade agreements with the EU (see example of the EU-
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Dutchman’s nostalgia 
with DRM

My first name is better known as Wim. I was born in Amsterdam 
on 17 July 1946. Both, my grandfather and dad were in the 
timber trade. I also wanted to make a career in timber but on a 
bigger scale than what my grandfather and dad did then as local 
traders. After completing my studies, I got a job in Maatschappij 
de Fijnhouthandel (in short Fynhout) in Amsterdam. Fynhout, 
in those days, was a well-respected, internationally based timber 
importer and trader with own facilities along the westcoast of 
Africa and in Surinam, Brazil and Malaysia. 

As a youngster, I dreamt that one day I would be sent abroad, 
particularly to Malaysia. Ever since I was a very young child, I had 
one goal - to be in Asia! To live and to work there. My non plus 
ultra. Back in the sixties, even with a lot of school certificates 
in hand, one had to start at the bottom, the lowest step of the 
career ladder. This was how it was in Fynhout as well. On 1 July 
1966, I started work there with stacking and de-stacking timber, 
measuring logs, quality control in the yard as my main tasks. 
Gradually over the years and after further training in the office, I 
was promoted to be a salesman to expand sales of sawntimber in 
the southern part of Germany. 

From the mid-sixties onwards, Fynhout had put in a lot of efforts 
to promote Meranti (DRM), a fairly new species then in the Dutch 
market. The Dutch, from their colonial days in Indonesia, had 
become familiar with DRM but did not market the species on a 
big scale. To have a species with good availability in hand next to 
the also popular Mahoganies, we in Fynhout believed strongly in 
DRM. At that time, it was not possible to import kiln dried (KD) 

DRM, so Fynhout built on their huge grounds in Amsterdam 
port, 45 climate rooms so that we were one of the firsts to sell 
KD DRM. My task in Germany was to try as much as possible to 
interest larger importers on this species. And I must say, I did it 
with much success! 

In March 1973, I made a switch to Deli-Maatschappij (Deli). 
My superior in Fynhout, who had left a few months earlier, 
approached me and wanted me to join him to set up a marketing 
bureau for a subsidiary of Deli based in Malaysia and Singapore. 
This was the moment I had been waiting for and I grabbed the 
job without hesitation. The subsidiary company we went to work 
for was called Anglo American Corporation (AAC), a first-class 
exporter and producer of various types of timber mouldings. 
This brought me one step closer to traveling to Asia to realise my 
dream. Indeed, in November 1973, I travelled to Malaysia and 
Singapore where I stayed for one full month.

Then came October 1978 when there was an urgency to fill a 
position in the purchasing department of another Deli subsidiary, 
Jongeneel.  I was transferred to Utrecht, where Jongeneel’s head 
office was located. My task was to purchase timber from all over 
the world, for Jongeneel plus its branches nationwide and its 
subsidiary abroad, which was Betim in Belgium. The Director of 
AAC, who had just retired, landed a managerial job in the timber 
division of Van Ommeren Rotterdam. He suggested that I join 
and work with him in the Van Ommeren timber division, De 
Bruijne Houtimport, as an assistant to the Director to set up an 
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Veteran Dutch timber trader, Wilhelm Herman van Gompel, relates to TIMBER MALAYSIA, his childhood 
dream of making a career in the timber trade and shares memories of his journeys to countries where his 
dealings with his favourite species, Dark Red Meranti, have taken him, especially to Malaysia. 

Wim (second from right) with some of his Malaysian associates and friends. 
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export division and to sell mainly DRM to Germany and Belgium. 
Henceforth, regular trips to Malaysia and Singapore followed. 
What a happy man I was! 

De Bruijne Houtimport had a subsidiary in Singapore that 
went by the name World Timber. In order to also develop sales 
directly from Singapore into the European market, I was in 
1982, stationed in Singapore for a good six months. From here, I 
enjoyed making regular trips to Malaysia where we sourced a lot 
of timber. We also bought bulk loads from Sumatra. With rising 
costs of living in Singapore, the World Timber office was relocated 
to Kuala Lumpur. But my dream of staying in Malaysia was not 
possible as I did not have a work permit and was subsequently 
recalled back to the Netherlands. When a decision was made 
by Van Ommeren to close down De Bruijne Houtimport and 
for World Timber to handle all sales in the region, this was the 
moment that I started my own company, Trans Asia Timber,  
on 1 September 1983.

Through Trans Asia Timber, I made countless trips to the East 
including to Malaysia where I have made many friends and 
business associates.  Through working with a very close Malaysian 
friend, whom I knew from my time in De Bruijne Houtimport, I 
must say that Trans Asia Timber has faced and overcome many 
storms in the trade, as well as crises and various lulls in the 
market when nobody had an interest in timber from Malaysia. 
Of course, not forgetting the successes we had achieved together, 
thanks to tropical timbers and to my favourite DRM. 

Over the years and the long and intensive work in Malaysia and 
the knowledge gained, next to commercial activity in my company 
I was asked by the editor-in-chief of Houtwereld Magazine to 
make bi-weekly market reports for the magazine. I did this for 
a period of 25 years. This writing triggered also the interest of 
MTC’s Director in the London Office at that time, Mr. Tham Sing 
Khow, who wanted me to write market reports for MTC as well. 
I happily did this task for MTC for 10 years. I also wrote for the 
International Tropical Timber Organization for almost five years.  

After more and more buyers in the Netherlands, Belgium and 
Germany realised that I had enormous knowledge and expertise 
on tropical timbers, I was also asked to do timber inspections 

and to represent buyers in trade disputes. Numerous Malaysian 
exporters, including members of The Timber Exporters 
Association of Malaysia, also wanted me to do inspections after 
they knew my integrity. To qualify me to do this, I decided 
to follow a grading course at the Malaysian Timber Industry 
Board. And via the chamber of commerce in Breda, I qualified as 
a sworn surveyor and arbitrator for Malaysian and Indonesian 
timber. This in a nutshell is my CV cum timber walk of life. 
Yours sincerely, Wim van Gompel. 

Wim making a visit to MTC’s Regional Office for Europe located in Rotterdam.

Wim proudly showing off a door made of DRM.



United Woodwork & Construction (M) Sdn. Bhd. specialises 
in producing semi-knocked-down Nyatoh solid wooden dining 
sets. Established in 1979, the Penang-based company possesses 
vast experience and excellent craftsmanship in furniture 
manufacturing.

Crafted by skilled artisans, each piece of its furniture is produced 
with meticulous care using fine quality and PEFC-certified 
Malaysian timber, Nyatoh. Besides being a very popular timber 
for furniture, Nyatoh, a light hardwood with a density of   
400-1,075kg/m3 air dry is also suitable for high class  
decorative works and interior finishing.  

Says Mr. Mah Kong Yeow, its Managing Director: “We aspire to be 
the leading Nyatoh timber brand and woodworking manufacturer 
in Malaysia. We always strive to produce quality, elegant and 
exclusively comfortable furniture. Our products are well-
designed and well-received by happy customers world-wide.

“Since our establishment, we have built our reputation as the 
premium manufacturer and distributor of fine quality furniture 

by focusing on the relationships we have created with our global 
clientele over many years. 

“Today, our furniture, which carries the ‘Horse’ trademark, is 
gracing many homes, both locally and overseas. Receiving the 
ISO9001:2015 BA Trade Quality certification in 2018 bears 
testimony of our product quality.”

Established by his father and eldest brother, Mr. Mah Hean 
Wan and Mr. Mah Kong Hin, respectively, the company 
started its operation in a 2,000m2 factory in Butterworth on 
mainland Penang. With expanding business orders from its local 
distributors, the company moved to a much bigger factory sited 
on 10,000m2 of land area a decade later.

United 
Woodwork & 
Construction
Nyatoh custom-made 
furniture specialist
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With a bigger manufacturing capacity coupled with refined skills 
and experience in furniture making over the years, the company 
moved into the export market in 1992 covering Singapore, Hong 
Kong, China, Brunei, Japan, Taiwan, New Zealand, Australia, UK, 
Korea, Turkey, Dubai, Canada, South Africa and the USA.

“We are still exploring and expanding our markets locally and 
in other countries,” says Mr. Mah Kong Yeow, who is also the 
newly elected President of the Penang Furniture and Timber 
Industry Association. He adds that the company is very keen to 
form partnerships with furniture dealers, distributors or interior 
designers who share the same passion. 

“We are always on the lookout for partners who appreciate the 
value of fine craftsmanship. We collaborate closely with them to 
design and manufacture furniture that fits their respective market 

INDUSTRY FOCUS 

demands. Our strength lies in our efficiency in manufacturing 
and delivering cost-effective fine quality furniture. 

“The timeless beauty of our furniture will enhance your home 
today and for generations to come. Be it traditional, modern or 
our signature range of fusion furniture designs, you will find 
an extensive range of our beautiful and functional furniture to 
grace your home,” concludes Mr. Mah Kong Yeow.  

March-April 2021 Timber Malaysia



Standard Wood Products Sdn Bhd was established by a husband-
and-wife entrepreneurial team, Mr. Chan Kok Hing and Mdm. 
Chan Wai How, in 1993. The duo have been involved, since the 
1960s, in operations as well as research and development of 
timber with an Australian timber-based company which has 
operations in several countries including Malaysia.

Backed by over 30 years of experience and technical knowledge 
in timber production management, they decided to venture into 
their own business of timber product manufacturing for their 
clients and buyers. The company operates from its corporate 
office and manufacturing facilities located at Jalan Kapar, Klang 
in the state of Selangor.

Mr. Chan recalls: “We started off by catering mainly for the local 
market, which was in demand for products such as T&G solid 
wooden flooring, door components as well as timber materials for 

construction and renovation needs. Some of the products, only 
of solid timber, were later also produced for exporters starting 
in year 2000.”   

With changing market demands and tightening timber supply 
due to the government’s sustainable forest management policy 
and encouragement of local manufacturing of timber products, 
the company in 2010 invested in machinery and diversified into 
producing finger-jointed products which now make up about 
85% of their production.

Assisted by their sons, Hwa Yi who is Purchasing and Production 
Director, and Hua Yoau as Marketing Director, Standard Wood 
Products has grown to become a reputable manufacturer of 
wooden decking, mouldings, three-ply lamination, solid wood 
flooring, finger-jointed wood products as well as door and 
window components. 

Standard Wood 
Products

Focusing on quality 
products and 
service 
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Hwa Yi joined the family business in 2006 and has been 
instrumental in the company’s sourcing and purchasing of  
rough sawn materials. Most of the rough sawn materials were 
sourced from several states such as Terengganu, Kelantan, 
Pahang,  Perak and Sabah. 

“Among the numerous species of timber that Standard Wood 
Products has processed are Red Meranti, Kembang Semangkok, 
Keruing and Red Balau. Of these species, Meranti constitutes 
about 90% of our total production,” shares Hwa Yi, who has also 
been trained in wood identification and certification processes.

Heading the company’s marketing endeavours since 2003, 
Hua Yoau has explored and established various markets for 
the company’s products including in Australia, United State of 
America, Hong Kong, New Zealand and Canada. The company has 
also expanded its business to markets in Europe, Japan, China, 
India and the Middle East.

“After almost 30 years in the timber business and by focusing 
on delivering quality-driven products, Standard Wood Products 
is able to deliver up to ten 40-footer containers of finished 
products per month,” says Hua Yoau, adding that the company’s 
achievement of PEFC Chain-of-Custody, SGS and MTCC 
certification has also been a major contributor.
 
On suggestions that the timber industry in Malaysia is heading 
towards the sunset, Mr. Chan replies with a laugh: “I’ve heard 
this 50 years ago. This contrasts with the fact that the industry 
is still thriving and able to achieve export earnings of more than 
RM20 billion a year. 

“Admittedly, times are more challenging now than before and the 
industry must evolve with the times in order to continue playing 
its role in the country’s economy. And we, the industry players 
have been adapting to ensure that we can pass on the business to 
the generations down the line.” 
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Just about nine years into its setup, Smart Top Surface Solutions 
Sdn. Bhd. is already making a name for itself internationally 
as a specialist in high pressure laminate moulded hardboard 
(HPL) manufacturing and production. Based in Muar, Johor, 
the company produces more than 40,000 pieces of tabletops per 
month.

Shares company Director, Mr. See Beng Yeaw: “Every product 
made by Smart Top is proof of our enthusiasm and quality 
craftsmanship with the aim of satisfying our customers’ 
needs. Our extraordinary designs of the modern tabletop are 
customised to meet our clients’ preferences, from the simplicity 
of solid colours to own personalised designs. 

“Smart Top tabletops are manufactured and tender-moulded 
under higher pressure and temperature. They are further 

completed with revolutionary extra durable surface laminates to 
best suit both, outdoor and indoor usage with resistance towards 
heat and liquid. Our company strives to provide the best with a 
superior combination of science and art.”

Currently, about 90% of Smart Top’s products are being 
exported to markets worldwide. These include the United States 
of America, countries in Europe and Africa including Greece and 
Morocco, respectively, and South-East Asia. 

“We have participated in several international shows and 
conferences after our establishment in 2012. Due to the very 
warm response from our clients, both domestically as well as 
internationally, we have and will continuously strive to deliver 
top quality products and services that can change people’s life 
for the better.

Smart Top 
Surface 
Solutions 

A step ahead with 
revolutionary 
product features

32

INDUSTRY FOCUS 

March-April 2021 Timber Malaysia



“Our company currently provides three types of surfaces, namely, 
the smooth, sandy touch and super matte. It is worth noting that 
Smart Top is the first and the only manufacturer in the world that 
produces sandy touch surface HPL moulded hardboard. We are in 
the process of applying the patent for this rough surface tabletop 
type,” says Mr. See, adding that the patent application was filed in 
year 2018.

Smart Top’s HPL moulded hardboard product features resistance 
to abrasions and scratches, stains, cigarette burns and water. They 
are also environmentally friendly, anti-break and shockproof, 
require minimum maintenance and come with stability and 
creative finishing in high definition. 

The company was made known for its devotion to its outstanding 
made-in-Malaysia products, namely, the compression-moulded 
tabletops and chair seats. It is an innovative and unceasing 
development with a cutting-edge design from top to bottom. 
The capability of Smart Top to understand and accomplish its 
business needs with their products is impressive. 

“Quality is our pride. We provide custom-made furniture designs 
that complement our tabletop products. We have our own wood 
coating company and the facilities to produce wooden furniture 
ranging from side tables, end tables, coffee tables, bar tables, 
console tables to TV cabinets, dining tables, counter-height 
tables, and chairs. Just say the word and we will do the ‘magic’ 
for you,” says Mr. See with a reassuring smile.  
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16 July 2017

N O K T A 
Original Design Furniture from Malaysia.                                  

  NOKTA是⼀一家发展迅猛的企业，由三家经   
丰富的家具制造商和⼀一位才华横溢的设计师    
联⼿手打造，将⻢马来⻄西亚缔造成为具有竞争⼒力力.    
的全球家具⾏行行业领跑者。 

NOKTA致⼒力力于弥合⻢马来⻄西亚家具的质量量和设计之间的差距。 该品牌拥
有⼀一批资历深厚及前途⽆无量量的设计师，为NOKTA适⽤用于住宅、办公室
以及招待所的现代家具系列列增添价值与现代魅⼒力力。 受斯堪的纳维亚设计
的启发，NOKTA通过传统的灵感和当地材料料的选择，将⻢马来⻄西亚的特

NOKTA 1

Quarantacinque Tall 
Cabinet 

Design by Giorgio Biscaro

Since its establishment almost three decades ago, NSF Group 
has stamped its mark with an excellent performance record in 
the interior fit-out and wood-based products manufacturing 
industries, which have been the group’s principal activities. 

Its interior fit-out projects are undertaken by NSF Deco Sdn 
Bhd while its woodworking manufacturing, especially of 
furniture, is achieved through NSF Manufacturing Sdn Bhd. The 
group operates in Green Technology Park, Seremban in Negeri 
Sembilan, south of Kuala Lumpur.
 
Group Managing Director, Mr. Ahmad Suradi Adnan, shares: 
“Since our establishment in 1994, our performance has been 
strongly supported by an experienced project management team 
plus high-technology, and efficient woodworking and furniture 
manufacturing facilities.

“As an interior fit-out contractor, NSF Deco undertakes interior 
fit-out works at offices, hospitality and residential spaces. The 
scope of projects involves interior demolition, wet works, wall, 
ceiling, flooring, mechanical and electrical, and furniture and 
soft furnishing works. Among the Malaysian timbers used for 
our projects are Meranti, Nyatoh, Merbau, Chengal and Kembang 
Semangkok.
  
“Under our design-and-build concept, we partner with a team of 
reputable interior design consultants to transform our clients’ 
ideas into reality. With the aim of providing innovative and 

creative solution, our team has strived to exceed each client’s 
expectation. This includes design, space planning and project 
management.”

For furniture and woodworking manufacturing, NSF 
Manufacturing is well-equipped with modern and high precision 
CNC and edge banding machinery. Besides manufacturing built-
in furniture such as kitchen cabinets and wardrobes as well as 
loose furniture, the company also accepts suitable woodworking 
sub-contract works involving CNC and edge banding processes.

“As part of our woodworking services, our sub-contracting 
works include smooth routering and profiling processes, 
point-to-point drilling with high precision, edge banding of 
particleboard with ABS and solid wood edging,” elaborates  
Mr. Ahmad Suradi, adding that the company also produces 
various types of wooden components.

NSF  
Group
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Promoting designs 
to enrich lives 
through ‘LINEA’ 
and ‘NOKTA’



16 July 2017

N O K T A 
Original Design Furniture from Malaysia.                                  

  NOKTA是⼀一家发展迅猛的企业，由三家经   
丰富的家具制造商和⼀一位才华横溢的设计师    
联⼿手打造，将⻢马来⻄西亚缔造成为具有竞争⼒力力.    
的全球家具⾏行行业领跑者。 

NOKTA致⼒力力于弥合⻢马来⻄西亚家具的质量量和设计之间的差距。 该品牌拥
有⼀一批资历深厚及前途⽆无量量的设计师，为NOKTA适⽤用于住宅、办公室
以及招待所的现代家具系列列增添价值与现代魅⼒力力。 受斯堪的纳维亚设计
的启发，NOKTA通过传统的灵感和当地材料料的选择，将⻢马来⻄西亚的特

NOKTA 1

Quarantacinque Tall 
Cabinet 

Design by Giorgio Biscaro

In terms of branding, NSF Deco’s built-in furniture such as 
kitchen cabinets and wardrobes carry the ‘NAKO’ brand while 
‘NOKTA’ is the brand for medium-price range loose furniture, 
which is of original design and manufactured using American 
Walnut and American White Oak. 

For marketing of their designer furniture, NOKTA has 
established LINEA Designer Furniture (LINEA), an online store 
selling B2C designer furniture. LINEA has been specially set up to 
make available directly to consumers authentic original designer 
furniture manufactured in Malaysia.

“We work closely with Malaysian, Japanese and Italian furniture 
designers. Currently LINEA sells furniture designed by Shahril 
Faisal, Michio Anazawa, Hazmi Zakaria, Ezran Zainal and 

Al Rashid. LINEA’s design concept is ‘Basic Modern’ with 
some elements of Scandinavian design and minimalism in 
combination of wooden and metal components. 

“Besides carrying the ‘NOKTA’ brand, which has market presence 
in countries in Europe including France and Russia as well as 
Australia, LINEA also sells furniture under the ‘LINEA’ brand. 
These are products from other manufacturers’ designs and 
specifications as well as products which have been re-engineered 
and re-styled. 

“Together, ‘LINEA’ and ‘NOKTA’ promote designs to enrich lives, 
assist recognition of designers and make designer furniture more 
affordable. Now, everyone can own designer furniture, be they be 
made of Malaysian or foreign timbers,” says Mr. Ahmad Suradi.  
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Mr. Ahmad Suradi (right) with his fellow NOKTA founders.



Age-old Chengal salvaged from demolished 
shophouses, factories, kampung houses and even 
public utilities such as lamp posts have been 
creatively repurposed and reused in new properties 
and home renovations. Architectural designers 
Lee Wei Kit and Richard Tan Wooi Heang of Kuala 
Lumpur-based architectural studio, One Earth, by 
incorporating upcycled Chengal timber louvres have 
amazingly transformed the front and back facades  
of a terrace house in Sri Hartamas, Kuala Lumpur.  

Located in this affluent residential township on the outskirts of the 
Malaysian federal capital, the original 22’ x 85’ double-storey terrace 
house underwent an extensive transformation. With an entire new 
floor added, the new built-up area of the house, known as Louvre 
House, doubled to 3,600ft2, transforming it into an abode with five 
bedrooms, a center courtyard cladded in timber and a multi-purpose 
rooftop garden.   

A pathway with a calming water feature on its right are the first sights 
that greet the owners or their guests. Behind the front door, which 
is nicely incorporated with Chengal strips, a clean and sleek dining 
and kitchen area unfolds. Amidst shades of white reflected by the 
walls, a large worktop in terrazzo finish and the kitchen shelves, the 
wooden dining table in its original brownish colour stands out in 
stark contrast.  

Quite frequently, the owners enjoy having relatives and friends 
over. The open kitchen and dining area parked side by side make the 
space convenient for interaction. The large worktop makes the entire 
kitchen convenient for preparations as well as functional to cater for 
extra guests as the needs arise. 

Sitting and facing inwards from the wooden dining table, the view 
opens up to the open-to-sky courtyard, which is center piece of the 
house. A seven-metre-tall frangipani tree salvaged from another 
project site plus other greenery on the ground floor add outdoor life to 
the ambience. Here, Chengal timber strips lined the walls all the way 
to the top, giving the space a softer and warmer feel.  

Amazingly 
timber-louvred
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Louvre House, located in Sri Hartamas, Kuala Lumpur.

March-April 2021 Timber Malaysia



37

Matching the solid Chengal strips to the timber decking that enfolds 
the courtyard is a smart choice. Besides having the aesthetics that 
the natural material brings to the space, incorporating timber in this 
design comes with the purpose of reducing heat, hence, allowing the 
owners to utilise the courtyard for their daily exercise.      

Elaborating further on the design concept of the house, Lee shares: 
“In addition to getting an outdoor touch to the ambience, having the 
courtyard in the middle of the house is to allow natural ventilation 
and sunlight into the spaces. By having this concept, the home has 
a clear circulation. This is a very prominent concept from the long 
Penang shophouses.

“For ease of connectivity, we have incorporated three staircases. One 
leads to the first floor, another serves as a dedicated staircase to the 
master bedroom and the third provides the access to the rooftop 
garden. That gives full privacy to the master bedroom, which is also 
linked to the rooftop garden. When it rains, a retractable roof is auto-
activated to keep the rain from showering down to the courtyard.”

Besides entertaining their guests up here, the owners themselves 
also spend time enjoying the fresh air and dipping in the open-air 
jacuzzi which can’t be seen from the street level. The Chengal louvres 
on the front façade are orientated in such a way that the jacuzzi users’ 
privacy is ensured.

While the interiors, a large part of which features terrazzo finishing, 
are hidden from public view, it is the extensive use of upcycled 
Chengal timber louvers for the front and back façades that has given 
the house its name. 

A CASE FOR TIMBER 

Amidst shades of white, the wooden dining table in its original brownish colour stands out in stark contrast.

Chengal is also used in some of the doors.

March-April 2021 Timber Malaysia
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(Above): The upcycled Chengal timber was sanded down and oiled before being installed into the façades.

(Below):Matching the solid Chengal strips to the timber decking that enfolds the courtyard is a smart choice.
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Achieving the right angles for all the louvres vary depending on the function of the spaces.
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Having the courtyard in the middle of the house is to allow natural ventilation
and sunlight into the spaces.
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Shares Lee: “The Louvre House incorporates a permeable screen 
of timber louvres that overlays the front and back façades of the 
property. This ensures the owners’ privacy as well as shades out direct 
sun glares while, at the same time, allows the occupants a clear view of 
the exterior.  

“We have used upcycled Chengal timber from another of our project 
sites. The wood was sanded down and oiled before being installed into 
the façades. 

“We stationed ourselves outside of the house for several days to 
coordinate with the installers to achieve the right angles for all the 
louvres which vary depending on the function of the spaces. There are 
slits on the façade that frame up the view of trees, the skies and the 
mountain in the distance.

“Louvres represent a traditional yet functional element. They cast 
neat shadows across the house and let in air and sunlight amidst the 
tropical heat. The main idea is to allow in lots of natural light as well as 
ventilation to cool the house down.”

For Lee and Richard, the key to any design is ventilation and 
daylighting. With the Louvre House, they have achieved all these and 
more through incorporating the open centre courtyard concept and 
the amazingly timber-louvered front and back façades of Chengal. 

Photo credit & copyright
Photographer: Lin Ho
Copyright & Publisher: Terrace Transformations in the Tropics by Atelier 
International Sdn. Bhd.

Chengal timber strips used as louvres all the way to the top, giving the space a softer and warmer feel.
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Know Your Timber
Giam
The Standard Malaysian Name for the heavy timbers of Hopea spp. (Dipterocarpaceae). 
Major species include H. ferrea, H. helferi, H. nutans, H. pentanervia and H. semicuneata. 
The sapwood is yellow and is poorly defined from the heartwood, which is yellow with a 
 greenish tinge when fresh and turns deep red-brown on exposure.

Density
The timber is a Heavy Hardwood with a density of 865-1,220 kg/m3 air dry.

Texture
Texture is very fine to moderately fine and even, with deeply interlocked grain.

Strength Properties

Machining Properties

Main Uses

The timber is suitable for all heavy construction, marine construction, ship and boat building, posts, beams, joists, rafters, flooring (heavy 
traffic), decking, vehicle bodies (framework and floorboards), heavy duty furniture, railway sleepers, columns (heavy duty), door and 
window frames and sills, and container floor boards.

Source: A Dictionary of Malaysian Timbers.
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Unveiling Sweden’s 
tallest timber building

The building in Kajstaden constitutes a new chapter in the history of construction in Sweden as it is 
currently the tallest solid-timber building in the country. Photo credit C.F. Møller Architects.



The city of Västerås is home to Sweden’s tallest building. The 
8.5-storey-high apartment block has a structure built entirely with 
cross-laminated timber, and secured with mechanical screws that 
ensure it can be taken apart and reused.

CF Møller Architects chose to use cross-laminated timber for 
the building as it is renewable, recyclable and has a lower carbon 
footprint than other traditional building materials like concrete. 
Even the walls, joists, balconies, the lift and the stairwell shafts have 
been made of cross-laminated timber. 

Wooden buildings are also believed to improve the wellbeing of 
occupants when in use. The firm hopes that the structure will become 
“a landmark for the area and a benchmark for a sustainable future”.

“The total carbon-dioxide savings from use of solid wood instead of 
concrete are estimated at 550 tonnes of CO2 over the building’s life,” 
explained Rob Marsh, the firm’s sustainability manager.

The building in Kajstaden, a new neighbourhood designed as a city 
block and is a natural extension of Västerås city, constitutes a new 
chapter in the history of construction, as it is currently Sweden’s 
tallest solid-timber building, added associate partner Ola Jonsson.

“Industrial timber technology provides architects with better tools 
for designing beautiful houses that boast a high degree of detail,” 
he continued. Through research projects and several active wood 
projects, C.F. Møller Architects has focused on innovation as well as 
developing and implementing multi-storey buildings with solid wood 
frames.

Inside, the Kajstaden Tall Timber Building has four flats on each floor 
that range from one to five rooms in size. In a bid to maximise views 
and natural light, all the living rooms are positioned to look out over 
the harbour.

It is distinguished by its boxy form and staggered roof, created by 
double height apartments on the eighth storey. Each storey was 
constructed in just three days.

According to the firm, the Kajstaden Tall Timber Building’s height 
and form is designed to complement surrounding landmarks and the 
aesthetic of its site in the industrial harbour.

The building is wrapped by dark timber cladding made of stained 
thermowood, from Scandinavian softwood timber that has been heat 
treated for higher weather resistance.

These pigmented panels are contrasted with light, natural wood 
panels that line elements of the tower’s interiors, and each of the 
individual balconies. 

References: Dezeen, Daily Scandinavian.

Cross-laminated timber is used for the building.
Photo credit C.F. Møller Architects.
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The building is wrapped by dark timber cladding made of stained thermowood. 
Photo credit Nikolaj Jakobsen.

The building’s height and form are designed to complement surrounding landmarks
and the aesthetic of its site in the industrial harbour. Photo credit Nikolaj Jakobsen.



financial stability in the future. Muhammad Irfan Tariq, Climate 
Change Department, Pakistan, said his country is engaging in 
nature-based solutions (NbS), a key part of its robust climate agenda.

Dr. Nur Masripatin, Ministry of Environment and Forestry, 
Indonesia, in the “Plenary Session: Planning and Processes” 
highlighted key policy approaches, including a bottom-up and top-
down process that considers both national and village levels. 

Ms. Nicola Willey, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, UK, 
highlighted during the “Plenary Session: Science and Assessment” 
the support for the Southeast Asia region, which includes science, 
seasonal forecast, and the delivery of better advice on the impact of 
extreme weather events on development, welfare, and well-being. 

Ms. Preety Bhandari, Asian Development Bank (ADB), in the 
“Plenary Session: Finance and Investment”, outlined the bank’s 
support for adaptation via capacity building and institutional 
strengthening, both at the domestic and global scales. She 
highlighted the ADB’s approach, which enables countries to develop 
adaptation pathways in the Pacific islands. 

During the closing session, moderator Ms. Antoinette Taus, UNEP 
Goodwill Ambassador for the Philippines, performed a song and rap 
about the Sustainable Development Goals. She then introduced the 
session and its three segments: Forum summary, closing high-level 
plenary, and APAN partner commitments. 

Source: IISD/ENB.

7th Asia-Pacific Climate 
Change Adaptation Forum
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Meeting under the theme “Enabling Resilience for All: The Critical 
Decade to Scale-up Action”, participants of the 7th Asia-Pacific 
Climate Change Adaptation Forum shared learnings from actions 
towards climate-resilient development.

The Forum, happening on 8-12March 2021, was hosted by the 
Ministry of the Environment of Japan, together with the Asia-Pacific 
Adaptation Network (APAN) Secretariat, which was provided by the 
UN Environment Programme (UNEP). It was held virtually due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

Mr. Hiroyoshi Sasagawa, State Minister of the Environment, Japan, 
welcomed participants and praised the efforts of the Asia-Pacific 
Adaptation Information Platform, serving as an online collaboration 
platform to effectively manage risks by promoting scientific 
knowledge, supportive tools, and capacity building. He cautioned 
against letting the current pandemic lead to a reversal of gains made 
on combating climate change. 

Forum participants developed a set of recommendations under five 
enabling conditions, including on:
• climate governance, the need for a whole-of-society approach  
 to resilience; 
• planning and processes, an emphasis on political will,   
 leadership, and putting people at the center;
• science and assessment, the need for a bottom-up approach 
  to innovation and solutions in adaptation and strengthening  
 regional and transboundary cooperation;
• technologies and practice, the need to value capital in all its  
 dimensions; and
• finance and investment, the need to integrate climate change  
 into development finance and private sector investment.

The Forum deepened discussion on each enabler through four 
thematic resilience streams in parallel technical sessions, namely: (i) 
inclusive resilience; (ii) nature-based resilience; (iii) economic sector 
resilience; and (iv) communities and local resilience.

In a keynote video message during the “High-level Plenary: Resilience 
for All: The Critical Decade to Scale-up Action”, Mr. Ban Ki-Moon, 
Lead, Global Commission on Adaptation, reflected on the realities 
and challenges faced by the Asia-Pacific region due to climate change. 
He highlighted the launch of the decade of transformation for a 
climate resilient world, which includes stronger partnerships and 
knowledge exchange to make the best solutions and approaches 
available.

In the “Plenary Session: Policy and Climate Governance”, Datin 
Sunita Rajakumar, Climate Governance Malaysia, shed light on 
corporate governance and stressed the need for the private sector 
to adopt an effective climate transition strategy. She noted that a 
holistic corporate governance architecture was needed to support 

March-April 2021 Timber Malaysia

Mr. Hiroyoshi Sasagawa, State Minister of the 
Environment, Japan. Photo credit: IISD/ENB.
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The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), in 
February 2020 held one of the last intergovernmental meetings 
before governments around the world adopted travel and contact 
restrictions to limit the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. Since 
then, the IPCC Secretariat has adjusted its mode of operation and 
has gone virtual. With only a month’s notice, the IPCC reshuffled 
plans for the organisation of Working Group III’s third Lead Author 
Meeting in April 2020, and 287 participants tuned in over Zoom 
instead of meeting in Ecuador. Lessons learned from numerous 
virtual author meetings in 2020 informed the preparation for IPCC-
53. The session was split into two parts. The first part, focusing only 
on the IPCC Trust Fund Programme and Budget and mainly relying 
on written means of communication, took place in December 2020. 
The second part, IPCC-53 bis, had a more comprehensive agenda and 
relied on virtual decision-making.

The focus of IPCC-53 bis was the need for adjustments to the strategic 
planning schedule for the Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) cycle, with 
regard to the approval plenary for the report from Working Group 
(WG) I in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the preparations for 
the election of Bureau members for the Seventh Assessment Report 
(AR7) cycle, with a view to ensure a smooth transition.

The Panel adopted a decision on the strategic planning schedule, 
which defines a process for the Secretariat to solicit views from 
IPCC Focal Points and the Bureau on how to promote transparency, 
inclusiveness, and equal opportunity in a possible virtual WG I 
approval session; and for the WG I Co-Chairs and Bureau, within 
approved rules and procedures, to make appropriate arrangements 
for holding an approval session starting in July 2021 based on 
the received guidance and direction, and to report back on these 
arrangements to the Panel prior to IPCC-54. The decision clarifies 
that any arrangements taken due to the COVID-19 pandemic will not 
set a precedent for future IPCC sessions.

In its decision on the strategic planning schedule, the Panel also 
established an Ad-hoc Group with open-ended membership to 

53rd bis Session of the 
IPCC
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Proceedings were interpreted across all six official UN languages.
Photo credit: IISD/ENB.

provide recommendations to the Panel on the size, structure, and 
composition of the IPCC Bureau for AR7. The objective is to send 
out the Secretary’s letter inviting nominations two weeks after the 
approval of the AR6 synthesis report, scheduled for September 2022, 
and to hold the elections six-seven months later.

The Panel also discussed and took note of progress reports: on data, 
communications, publications, gender, Secretariat staffing, and 
matters related to other international bodies; admitted new observer 
organizations; and adopted the IPCC-52 report. 

IPCC-53 bis convened from 22-26 March 2021 with daily three-hour 
meetings, except for the last meeting day, which lasted an additional 
three hours. Daily meeting times were modulated to accommodate 
a range of time zones. The meeting was open to governments as well 
as observer organisations, with a maximum of two representatives 
per delegation. Close to 200 registered participants joined over Zoom 
each day, with interpretation across all six official UN languages.

IPCC Chair, Mr. Hoesung Lee, thanked the Panel for its flexibility 
and open-mindedness to conduct this resumed plenary session, 
acknowledged the contribution of the IPCC Bureau and Secretariat, 
and expressed gratitude to the authors and scientific community as 
the backbone of the IPCC. 

Source: IISD/ENB.
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Mr. Hoesung Lee (top, right), chairing IPCC-53. Photo credit: IISD/ENB. Close to 200 registered participants joined over Zoom each day.
Photo credit: IISD/ENB.
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With so much of the world’s focus on the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
global economic crisis, and climate change, the sixteenth session of 
the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF16) convened virtually 
from 26-29 April 2021 to remind the international community that 
forests provide multiple socio-economic and environmental services 
and have enormous potential to address these global crises.

Over the course of the four-day meeting, which was held virtually 
due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, UNFF16 focused this 
technical session on the UN Strategic Plan for Forests 2017-2030 
(UNSPF); implementation of the communication and outreach 
strategy; thematic priorities for 2021-2022 in support of the 
UNSPF; monitoring, assessment, and reporting; and means of 
implementation.

Several countries announced new Voluntary National Contributions, 
including Malaysia’s launch of its forest policy, which facilitates joint 
efforts of the federal and state governments in forest conservation, 
as well as presented the 100 Million Tree-Planting Campaign 2020-
2025;

The meeting also took into account the review cycle of the 2021 High-
level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) and the 
theme of the 2021 International Day of Forests, “Forest Restoration: 
A Path to Recovery and Well-being”. The UNFF used this meeting 
to stress the importance of the health of the world’s forests, noting 
an estimated 23% of total anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions 
(2007-2016) derive from agriculture, forestry, and other land use. 

Furthermore, 2.4 billion people—one-third of the world’s 
population—still rely on wood fuel to meet their basic energy 
needs. Forests are home to 80% of global biodiversity in terrestrial 
ecosystems and forests and mountains provide 75% of freshwater 
resources.

UNFF16 adopted three decisions and the report of the session 
through the silence procedure:
• Provisional Agenda for UNFF17;
• Date and Venue for UNFF17;
• UNFF Programme of Work for the period 2022–2024; and
• UNFF16 Report.

The silence procedure was outlined in the “Procedure for taking 
decisions of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) during 
the COVID-19 pandemic” decision. According to the decision, this 

16th Session of the UNFF

procedure is put in place when a plenary meeting of ECOSOC or an 
ECOSOC subsidiary body is unable to meet due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and allows the Bureau to circulate the draft decisions to 
Member States under a silence procedure lasting at least 72 hours.

Following the conclusion of the silence procedure, UNFF16 Chair, 
Ms. Kitty Sweeb (Suriname), announced that all four decisions were 
adopted.

In her closing remarks, Ms. Sweeb thanked participants for their 
contributions and active participation. She recognised the significant 
preparatory work on generating information and data. She reiterated 
the importance of communities and Indigenous Peoples, and the 
ongoing need to protect and preserve our planet. 

Reflecting on her country’s national situation, Ms. Sweeb explained 
Suriname is already carbon negative. She said Suriname is committed 
to maintaining 93% forest cover, but this goal is only sustainable 
with financial support. Ms. Sweeb stressed the need for ongoing 
collaboration and drew attention to the importance of the data and 
information contained in both the 2021 Global Forest Goals (GFGs) 
report and the Clearing House.  

She looked forward to the upcoming meetings in 2021 and 
underscored the need for the work of UNFF to feed into these 
meetings, and for the global political will to act.  

Source: IISD/ENB.

UNFF16 Chair Ms. Kitty Sweeb. Photo credit: IISD/ENB.
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PM launches 
Malaysian 
Forestry 
Policy

Prime Minister YAB Tan Sri Dato’ Muhyiddin Yassin has launched 
the Malaysian Forestry Policy in conjunction with the National Level 
International Day of Forests Celebration held at the Forest Research 
Institute Malaysia (FRIM) Kepong Botanical Garden in Selangor on 
21 March 2021.

The Malaysian Forestry Policy outlines a clear direction including 
pragmatic strategies and action plans in meeting the new challenges 
of the forestry sector at the domestic and international levels. 
It is an inclusive policy that takes into account the interests of 
Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak towards achieving 
sustainable development as well as responsible and sustainable forest 
management.

The Prime Minister said: “The Malaysian Forestry Policy will witness 
all states coming together on the country’s forest. All states have 
agreed, at the 78th National Land Council meeting held on 29 
January 2021, to adopt the policy which outlined a clear direction 
for the forestry sector in facing new challenges at domestic and 
international levels.

“I would like to emphasise that the Malaysian Forestry Policy is 
our shared policy. We must all act and play a more active role as 
conservation agents and drivers of the country’s socio-economic 
development. I hope that the joint efforts of the federal and state 
governments in implementing the five objectives of the Malaysian 
Forestry Policy will continue to be strong, to achieve the desired 
targets.”

The five objectives of the Malaysian Forestry Policy are:

• Ensure adequate forest areas are managed through good  
 governance and best practices for biodiversity conservation and  
 ecosystem services.
• Preserve, restore and manage areas of permanent forest reserves  
 or forest reserves or permanent forests based on the principles  
 of sustainable forest management.

• Ensuring a continuous source of raw materials from   
 natural forest areas and plantation forests for the continued  
 development of wood and non -wood based industries.
• Encourage the participation of indigenous and local   
 communities in the conservation, preservation and protection  
 of forests.
• Strengthen capacity development; research, and development  
 and commercialization; and innovation including providing  
 adequate human and financial resources to improve forest  
 management and utilisation of forest resources.

The Energy and Natural Resources Ministry (KeTSA), in a statement 
after the 78th National Land Council meeting on 29 January 
2021, said the ministry has achieved a new milestone in forestry 
management with the adoption of the Malaysian Forestry Policy, 
which involved consultations among the three regions in the country, 
namely Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak. Its Minister YB 
Datuk Seri Dr. Shamsul Anuar Nasarah, in the statement said this 
was agreed upon during the meeting chaired by Prime Minister YAB 
Tan Sri Dato’ Muhyiddin Yassin, held via video conferencing. 

References: Bernama, TheEdgeMarkets, Forestry Department 
Peninsular Malaysia.

Prime Minister YAB Tan Sri Dato’ Muhyiddin Yassin (left) and KeTSA Minister YB Datuk Seri 
Dr. Shamsul Anuar Nasarah looking through the newly-launched Malaysian Forestry Policy.

Photo credit: FRIM.
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Malaysia celebrates 
International Day     
of Forests 2021

Malaysia joins the global chorus of countries in celebrating the 
International Day of Forests 2021 on 21 March. The United 
Nations General Assembly proclaimed 21 March the International 
Day of Forests in 2012 to celebrate and raise awareness of the 
importance of all types of forests. Countries around the world are 
encouraged to undertake local, national and international efforts 
to organise activities involving forests and trees, such as tree 
planting campaigns. 

In Malaysia, the National Level International Day of Forests 
Celebration was held at the Forest Research Institute Malaysia 
(FRIM) Kepong Botanical Garden, Selangor on 21 March 2021. In 
conjunction with the celebration, Prime Minister YAB Tan Sri Dato’ 
Muhyiddin Yassin launched the Malaysian Forestry Policy.
The Prime Minister, in his speech, said that to achieve the goal 
of becoming a developed country, development is inevitable, but 
in this case, he stressed that the government is very serious in 
managing forests responsibly and sustainably in implementing 
conservation programmes.

“As a responsible and caring government, various efforts were 
taken to fulfill the commitment pledged during the Earth Summit 
in 1992 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil by mainstreaming biodiversity 
management in national development. Of the total forested areas 
in Malaysia, only 1.7 per cent are degraded forest areas. Since 2016, 
a total of 1,859 hectares of degraded areas have been reforested 
with an allocation of RM152.82 million,” he said.

As a record, he said based on a Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) report, Malaysia is among 25 developing countries which 
have high forest cover and low deforestation activities.
The Prime Minister also said the cost of maintaining and 
preserving the country’s forest areas which cover 55.3 per cent or 
18.27 million hectares of the country’s land area is enormous and 
about RM6 billion is needed for the purpose.

He said towards this direction, various special financial 
instruments were created including the National Conservation 
Trust Fund for Natural Resources, Forest Development Trust Fund 
under the state governments in Peninsular Malaysia and the latest, 
the Malaysia Forest Fund (MFF) which was established in 2020.
“Through MFF, the country is expected to receive USD100 million 
(RM400 million) in the next seven years which would be channeled 
to state governments for the conservation of forest including social 
forest to raise the socio-economic standard of Orang Asli and the 
local communities,” he added.

The Prime Minister also expressed his appreciation of the 
commitment of state governments in gazetting sensitive 
environmental areas as permanent forest reserve, protected areas, 
wildlife reserves and areas of international interest.

The event, organised by the Ministry of Energy and Natural 
Resources (KeTSA), was attended by its Minister YB Datuk Seri Dr. 
Shamsul Anuar Nasarah, Deputy Minister YB Datuk Ali Biju and 
Secretary General Datuk Zurinah Pawanteh. 

Prime Minister YAB Tan Sri Dato’ Muhyiddin Yassin speaking at the National Level International Day 
of Forests Celebration held at the FRIM Kepong Botanical Garden. Photo credit: FRIM.



Also present were Forestry Department of Peninsular Malaysia 
Director General Dato’ Mohd Ridza Awang, FRIM Director General 
Dr. Khali Aziz Hamzah, Sarawak Forest Department Director Datu 
Hamden Mohamad and Sabah Forestry Department Chief Forest 
Conservator Mr. Frederick Kugan. The event was also virtually 
attended by Menteri Besar and Chief Ministers of the various states 
in Malaysia.

At the event, the Prime Minister and the KeTSA Minister also 
planted saplings of Resak (Vatica yeechongii), a species which is 
categorised as ‘Critically Endangered’.

In the East Malaysian states of Sabah and Sarawak, similar events 
were held to celebrate the International Day of Forests 2021.  

Sabah Chief Minister YAB Datuk Seri Panglima Haji Hajiji Haji 
Noor, in officiating the state-level celebration in Sandakan on 
8 April 2021, said forests do not exist only to produce timber 
but should be studied and utilised as environmental  
sustainability-based economic resources.

He said economic resources from forests such as eco-tourism, 
payment for ecosystem services, mangrove and fisheries, carbon 
transactions, herbs and pharmaceuticals need to be studied and 
developed to ensure the resources are utilised better.
“New wealth from the forests must be explored and utilised 
through research and development based on the ‘Forest Beyond 
Timber’ management concept,” he elaborated.

In Sarawak, Chief Minister YAB Datuk Patinggi Abang Abdul 
Rahman Zohari Tun Abang Haji Openg said on 26 March 2021 that 
the state government has allocated RM62 million under the 12th 
Malaysia Plan (12MP) for forest restoration efforts in the state. He 
said the restoration programme, which started in 2019, has been 
well received by both stakeholders and the public.

“The state government, through the state Forest Department, 
has also reminded all logging licence holders to implement the 
enrichment planting programme in their licensed areas,”   
the Chief Minister said.

He added that the state government aims to plant 35 million trees 
throughout the state over the five years, beginning 2020. “This 
means that we need to plant seven million trees every year during 
that period,” he said, stating confidence that the target can be 
reached as in 2020 alone, a total of 10,452,607 trees were planted.

Sarawak Chief Minister YAB Datuk Patinggi Abang Abdul Rahman Zohari Tun Abang 
Haji Openg officiating the state-level celebration. Photo credit: Sarawak Timber Industry 

Development Corporation.

Sabah Chief Minister YAB Datuk Seri Panglima Haji Hajiji Haji Noor (left) gestures 
after planting a tree during the occasion. Photo Credit: Sabah Forest Department.

The theme of the International Day of Forests 2021 is “Forest 
restoration: a path to recovery and well-being”. The restoration 
and sustainable management of forests help address the climate-
change and biodiversity crises. It also produces goods and services 
for sustainable development, fostering an economic activity that 
creates jobs and improves lives. This year’s theme fits into the 
UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration (2021-2030), a call for the 
protection and revival of ecosystems around the world.
 
References: www.un.org, Bernama, Malay Mail, TheEdgeMarkets.

49

GREEN GROWTH 

March-April 2021 Timber Malaysia 49

Prime Minister YAB Tan Sri Dato’Muhyiddin Yassin (left) and KeTSA Minister YB Datuk Seri Dr. Shamsul Anuar Nasarah 
posing next to the Resak saplings they had planted during the occasion. Photo credit: FRIM.
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MTC pledges RM100,000 
to national tree planting 
programme
As we celebrate the International Day of Forests, which has 
taken place annually on March 21 since it was proclaimed by the 
United Nations General Assembly in 2012, various countries 
commemorate the day in different ways.

Aimed at raising awareness on the importance of all types of 
forests, the International Day of Forests is an important part of 
the Malaysian timber and forestry agencies’ role to educate and 
undertake efforts to organise activities involving forests and 
trees, such as tree planting campaigns.

One such agency doing so is the MTC, which has pledged 
RM100,000 to the National 100 Million Tree Planting 
Programme.

The campaign, initiated by Yayasan Hijau Malaysia, has a target to 
plant 100 million trees across the nation between 2021 and 2025, 
in an effort to increase the country’s tree cover and preserve its 
forest areas and rich biodiversity.

Led by the Energy and Natural Resources Ministry with the 
cooperation of the Forestry Department of Peninsular Malaysia, 
as well as state forestry departments and various agencies, it 
entails efforts to mobilise society to join the government to plant 
trees to achieve the target.

The campaign - themed Greening Malaysia: Our Trees, Our Life 
- will be carried out through the Penghijauan Malaysia app and 
www.100jutapokok.gov.my website.

This commitment by MTC is being undertaken to expand 
awareness on the importance of conserving trees and forested 
areas, in line with Malaysia’s pledge at the 1992 Earth Summit 
in Rio De Janeiro to retain at least 50% of the land size of the 
country under forest cover.

While the country has done well so far by retaining 55.3% of its 
total land area under forest cover, MTC believes that it remains 
important to continue such efforts in perpetuity and involving 
also private sector organisations.

This campaign is also part and parcel of MTC’s seven must-wins 
for 2021 to spur sustainable green initiatives, specifically aimed 
at raising awareness on the importance of forests, especially in 
tackling climate change. 



Mossy Forest,   
Cameron Highlands
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Besides sweeping tea plantations and strawberry farms, Cameron 
Highlands is also home to a handful of hidden gems waiting to be 
explored. One such gem is the enchanting Mossy Forest, a strangely 
beautiful forest tucked in the highlands of Mount Brinchang, 
the second highest peak in Cameron Highlands.  Blanketed with 
mysterious mist and shrouded in a magical aura, the Mossy Forest is 
located at an elevated position of 2,032 metres above sea level.

The Mossy Forest, spreads out over an area of around 900 hectares, 
is a natural environment that grows only at the highest elevations of 
Cameron Highlands and other mountain ranges across Malaysia. At 
such heights, low-level clouds in the sky driven by winds, blanket the 
forests with constant mist and moisture, creating an ideal biotope for 
moss, ferns, lichen and orchids.

This moist tropical evergreen forest is also a rich repository for a 
varied set of montane forest life, encompassing insects, snakes, frogs, 
birds and mammals unique to this chilly atmosphere. Visitors may 
explore the mossy forest through a boardwalk 2km before the peak of 
Gunung Brinchang, which is accessible by road.

The series of wooden platforms winds for about 150m through the 
Mossy Forest, but is slippery when wet, though there are rope railings 
for a light measure of safety. In this chilly environment, stunted 
stumps, wrinkled leaves and gnarled branches of oak trees clump 
together, forming dense crowns that protrude furiously from the 
ground like mushrooms.

Also interesting are the rich layers of moss that drape the tree 
trunks and buttresses, infusing them with a soft, green appearance. 

Meanwhile, vines, orchids, pitcher plants and other fascinating 
epiphytes hang loosely from the canopy, perched silently on branches 
and stems in this chillingly quiet labyrinth.

Venturing below the boardwalk to step on the forest floor, visitors 
will soon discover its moist peat-like texture, each step leaving deep 
water-filled imprints on the soil. Perched along the walk is also an 
observation tower that visitors may climb for a spectacular view 
of the mountain ranges around Camerons. Finally, at the end lies 
the trailhead to Gunung Irau, the highest mountain in Cameron 
Highlands.

The best time to visit the Mossy Forest is in the morning, when it is 
shrouded in mist, giving it a gloomy, mysterious atmosphere that 
is great for photos. It can get pretty chilly up here, especially in the 
morning. The geographic location and elevation of the Mossy Forest 
give it a cool climate, and temperatures usually range between 10°c 
and 25°c - dipping below 10°c occasionally.

The Mossy Forest is also called a Cloud Rainforest as the mist settles 
there, giving it a mysterious, surreal ambiance. Visitors like to say 
that it feels like a scene straight out of Lord of the Rings! Though it is 
possible to hike to the Mossy Forest and explore its mysterious trails 
on your own, it is best to engage the services of an experienced local 
guide to explore the best parts of the forest. 

References: www.cameron highland.net, Klook.com, www.travelswithsun.com, 

Lokalocal.com.

The rich layers of moss that drape the tree
trunks and buttresses, infusing them with a soft, green appearance. 

Photo credit: Shutterstock.com.

The series of wooden platforms winds for about 150m 
through the Mossy Fores. Photo credit: Klook.com.

The Mossy Forest is also called a Cloud Rainforest as the mist settles
there, giving it a mysterious, surreal ambiance. Photo credit: Lokalocal.com.
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