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EDITORIAL
Dear Readers,

Members of the timber industry welcome the participation of 
the Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities, YB Dato’ 
Dr. Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali, and his deputies, YB Dato’ 
Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng and YB Datuk Willie Mongin, in the MTC’s 
Roadshow 2021 held in early May 2021. The industry members 
were enlightened by the Minister’s announcements on the setting 
up of a RM28.3 million fund by MTC to boost the competitiveness 
of the industry, working to obtain government exemption 
from the foreign labour-hiring freeze and establishing a timber 
industry hub in Penang. More details on the MTC Roadshow 
2021 are available on pages 4-8.

Kwan Seong Wood Industries Sdn Bhd and New PK Furniture 
Décor Sdn Bhd, which participated in MTC’s Financial Incentive 
for Purchase of Machinery (FIPM) programme, and Vision Worth 
Sdn Bhd, a participant in MTC’s Import Assistance Programme 
(IAP) relate the productivity and business improvements in 
their operations through participating in these incentives and 
assistance programmes carried out by MTC for the industry.  
The impact of these programmes to the three companies is 
highlighted on pages 23-25.

A leading importer of Malaysian timber in Mauritius, Mr. 
Georges Koo Seen Lin, shares his journey on sourcing timber 
from Malaysia for his employer back in the late 1970s and, later, 
for his own company 15 years on. Competitive pricing, ready 
availability and trustworthiness of his suppliers are among the 
contributing factors for his continued loyalty to Malaysia where he 
has established many close friendships. To read Georges’s story, 
please turn to pages 28-29.

Pine Horizon Sdn Bhd, Ever Prime Timber Industry Product Sdn 
Bhd, Tropical I Sdn Bhd, Victory Enterprise Sdn Bhd, Golden 
Pharos Berhad and Dominant Enterprise Bhd are this edition’s 
showcase of the wide variety of products and services that the 
Malaysian wood-based and furniture manufacturing industry 
has to offer. This ranges from building materials for the local 
building industry to high quality sawntimber, mouldings, decking, 
engineered products and furniture for the international market.  
Their achievements are highlighted on pages 30-41.
 
Award-winning Shelter@Rainforest, located deep in the 
jungles of Sapulut in Sabah, was designed for a private forestry 
company. Based on a low-cost, self-sufficient and smart design, 
the rainforest facility for staff of the forestry company was 
conceptualised to blend in with its natural and beautiful 
surroundings. Sydney-based architects, Marra + Yeh, share 
their achievement on pages 42-46.

Happy reading!

The Editor.
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The management would like to recognise Mohammad Firdaus Ab Aziz, Corporate Communications Division (CCD) 
Executive for his diligence and dedication. Firdaus has conceptualised designs for many of MTC’s publications 
and collateral which amongst others include MTC Annual Report, business planner, template for reports and 
presentations, notices, organisational charts, exhibition and event invitation posters, infographics, informative 
visuals for MTC’s promotional campaign on the social media as well as MTC’s corporate gifts, attire and apparels. 
Most notably, he has redesigned MTC’s newsletter Timber Malaysia which now has a new look to suit the new 
publication frequency and several new features. He is always on the lookout to refine his creative works to best 
illustrate MTC’s objectives, programmes and activities in line with the Council’s Corporate Identity System.  He 
has also designed several logos for MTC’s programmes this year such as Export Assistance Programme, High 
Impact Project and Green Initiatives. In addition, he has also designed the logo for MTC’s Work Hard Play Hard 
and Pray Hard (WHP2H) and helps the team with all the graphic needs.

MTC Treetop Spotlight
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MTC WINDOW
Management Updates

The second quarter of 2021 started off with several meetings and activities, most notably our successful MTC 
Roadshow 2021 which recorded the special participation of MPIC Minister YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin Aman 
Razali, YB Deputy Minister Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng, Deputy Minister YB Datuk Willie Mongin, our Chairman 
Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor, and senior officers from MPIC led by Deputy Secretary General Tuan Haji 
Mad Zaidi Mohd Karli as well as Melaka State Executive Councillor YB Datuk Norhizam Hassan Baktee on behalf 
of the Chief Minister. We also paid a courtesy call on the Governor of the State of Melaka, Tun Seri Setia Dr. Haji 
Mohd Ali Mohd Rustam during the roadshow. 

The months of May and June also saw several of MTC’s initiatives taking off, namely the Young Entrepreneurs’ Society 
(YES) and Digital Marketing Entrepreneurship Programme (DMEP) amidst the continuation of our other programmes and ongoing CSR efforts.  

The total exports of the Malaysian wood-based sector increased 9.9% year-on-year to RM6.045 billion in the first quarter of 2021 
despite the country facing the COVID-19 pandemic. This was a good performance with the timber associations, industry players and 
MTC staff directly or indirectly contributing to this achievement.

With our office operating remotely with staff working from home (WFH), I expect all to #StaySafe #StayHome #FollowSOP while continuing to 
perform your tasks diligently and excellently while ensuring work-life-family balance. Please work hard, play hard, and pray hard.

“LET’S POWER PROGRESS TOGETHER!”

MUHTAR BIN  SUHAILI
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)

In the last two months, IDD has been focusing on MTC’s key thrust to develop and empower the industry. Our 
Young Entrepreneurs’ Society (YES) had its inaugural meeting for both Successor groups in June, partnering 
with Vistage Malaysia who excels in executive leadership coaching. YES is a programme designed to prepare 
both Founder and Successor in transitioning leadership as well as to prepare the next generation for eventual 
succession in their family businesses.

Next, the Working Group on Sawmillling chaired by Mr. Saw Eng Thai from MWIA is ongoing in collaboration with 
TAR University College. We are also working on the new Smart Manufacturing Consulting and Digital Software Acquisition programmes. 
Despite the lockdowns, we are still conducting remote audits and virtual meetings while finalising details for the above programmes.

Our Engineering Placement and Internship Programme (EPIP) is well on the way with the first batch of 15 engineers being placed at 14 companies. 
We canvassed more universities and polytechnics in May and engaged with interested companies in June. We’re also on track with the Factory 
Transformation Programme in collaboration with MTIB and SIRIM STS which focuses on readying companies for IR 4.0. For IAP, more than 50% of 
the budget has been achieved with RM2 million disbursed thus far.

One thing that keeps me going are the SMEs that form the backbone of our industry. I started my career in public-listed timber-related companies. 
However, when I came to MTC, I noticed that many of the timber players are SMEs. They display diligence and creativity in running their businesses, 
growing them and even passing them to the next generation. With the evolving technology, we are able to share experiences and learn from each 
other. I would be happy to share the knowledge that I have gained with our new staff. SMEs do contribute a lot in terms of export earnings and their 
sheer determination continue to fuel my work in this intriguing industry.  

MOKHTAR MOHD YAACOB
Director, Industry Development Division

May-June 2021 Timber Malaysia
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MPIC Minister and Deputy Ministers go on the 
ground to touch base with timber industry players 
in conjunction with MTC Roadshow 2021 covering 
Kuala Lumpur, Melaka and Penang

Each year, MTC will organise a roadshow to several states to 
enhance collaboration with timber industry players including 
those at the state level. This year is unique as the MTC Roadshow 
2021 involved the participation of YB Minister and Deputy 
Ministers as well as senior officers from the Ministry of 
Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC).   

The MTC Roadshow 2021 kicked off on 3 May 2021 in Kuala 
Lumpur with a presentation from MTC’s Leadership Team led 
by MTC CEO, Mr Muhtar Suhaili to update members of the 
industry on the latest market trends and developments as well as 
on MTC’s programmes and activities for 2021. This was followed 
by a dialogue session with MPIC Minister YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd 
Khairuddin Aman Razali, Deputy Minister YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee 
Jeck Seng, MTC Chairman Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor 

Forging 
closer ties 
with timber 
industry 
players 
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YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali at MTC’s Roadshow
in Kuala Lumpur.

and MPIC Deputy Secretary General, Tuan Haji Mad Zaidi Mohd 
Karli who was also present to engage with the industry leaders 
and players from the central region of the peninsula. 

RM28.3 million fund to boost timber industry’s 
competitiveness 

During the event, YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin announced 
that MTC has set up a RM28.3 million fund to boost the 
competitiveness of the industry. The Minister said that as the 
country’s third largest commodity subsector after oil palm and 
rubber, the timber industry recorded RM3.78 billion in exports 
in the first two months of this year, a decrease of 3.3% compared 
with the same period in 2020 due to the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic.
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“Realising this, MTC has launched several new initiatives to 
assist industry players. This includes the Young Entrepreneur 
Society programme, created to facilitate the transfer of 
leadership from the founders to their successors in the timber 
industry,” he said in a statement.

The dialogue session was followed by a Majlis Berbuka Puasa 
dinner organised by MTC’s Work Hard, Play Hard and Pray 
Hard committee (WHP2H). As part of its Ramadan month CSR, 
MTC presented RM10,000 each to the Ma’ahad Al-Munir and 
Pertubuhan Kebajikan Nur Hati charitable organisations towards 
their care of disadvantaged children who were among the special 
guests at the dinner. 

Moving south, the MTC Roadshow continued at Melaka, its first 
stop outside of Kuala Lumpur on 6 May 2021, where YB Dato’ Dr. 
Mohd Khairuddin led the MTC delegation to pay a courtesy call 
on His Excellency, the Governor of the State of Melaka, Tun Seri 
Setia Dr. Haji Mohd Ali Mohd Rustam.

Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan, Mr. Muhtar and Senior Private Secretary 
to the Minister, Mr. Muhammad Radhi Hamzah, were present 
along with His Excellency’s specially invited guest, Belgian 
Ambassador to Malaysia, His Excellency Mr. Pascal H. Gregoire.
During the visit, discussions were held to address the potential of 
agri-commodities including palm oil, timber and timber-related 
projects as well as cocoa and kenaf development in Melaka. 

MTC Chairman Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor addressing timber industry players during 
the dialogue session.

Sharing the festive cheer with the two charity organisations during the Iftar dinner in 
Kuala Lumpur

Mr. Muhtar speaking at the Penang leg of the MTC Roadshow.



HAPPENINGS

6May-June 2021 Timber Malaysia

After which, the MTC delegation visited Impressive Transform 
in the Bukit Rambai Industrial Estate where its Managing 
Director Tuan Haji Farosham Naizamohideen welcomed the MTC 
Management Team led by Mr. Muhtar.

The visit’s objective was to gain a better understanding of the 
local timber factories’ industrial requirements in terms of 
facilities, machinery and production capacities. Impressive 
Transforms is one of the Malaysian companies that feature a 
complete production cycle under one roof, starting from timber 
harvesting to the manufacture of finished products such as 
furniture. 

In the afternoon, timber industry players were invited to 
attend the presentation by the MTC Leadership Team at a hotel 

in Melaka which ended with a special dialogue with YB Dato’ 
Dr. Khairuddin and YB Datuk Norhizam Hassan Baktee, the 
Melaka State Executive Councillor for Agriculture, Livestock, 
Entrepreneur Development and Cooperatives who was 
representing the Chief Minister of Melaka, YAB Datuk Seri Utama 
Sulaiman Md Ali.

Ensuring adequate foreign workers for timber 
sector

YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin announced that MPIC is working 
to obtain government exemption from the foreign labour-hiring 
freeze in order to secure 20,000 foreign workers.

“We have obtained the in-principle approval to get foreign 
workers for the oil palm sector and will be negotiating to secure 

His Excellency Tun Seri Setia Dr. Haji Mohd Ali Mohd Rustam (third from left) together with (from left) Mr. Muhtar, His Excellency Mr. Gregoire, YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin, 
Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan and Mr. Muhammad Radhi during the courtesy call on the Melaka Governor.

The MTC delegation at Dee Noon Corporation Sdn Bhd. in Penang. MTC team visiting Puncak Bumi’s factory, also in Seberang Prai, Penang.



Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan at the dialogue with timber industry players in Kuala Lumpur.

YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin (middle) receiving a token from Tuan Haji Mazli 
Zakuan together with (from left) YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee, Tuan Haji Mad Zaidi and

Mr. Muhtar on the podium in Kuala Lumpur. 
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foreign workers for the timber sector as well,” he told reporters 
after the dialogue session. 

The Minister also announced that MTC has allocated RM2.8 
million from the RM28.3 million development fund to help 
companies in the timber industry transform their operations 
towards the adoption of automation and digitisation.

After the dialogue session, an Iftar dinner was held with 
Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan, Tuan Haji Mad Zaidi, MPIC Senior 
Under-Secretary of the Timber, Tobacco and Kenaf Industries 
Development Division, Mr. Pubadi Govindasamy, and Mr. 
Muhtar in attendance.

Up north in Penang, MTC also held a special dialogue which saw 
Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin and MPIC Deputy Minister YB Datuk 
Willie Mongin joining in to engage with northern region timber 
industry players at a hotel in Seberang Jaya. 

Tuan Haji Mad Zaidi, Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan, Forest Plantation 
Development Sdn Bhd (FPDSB) Chairman Tuan Haji Muhamad 
Sobri Osman, Mr. Muhtar and Penang Furniture & Timber 
Industry Association (PFTIA) President Mr. Mah Kong Yeow were 
also present.

(From left) Chairman of Forest Plantation Development Sdn Bhd Tuan Haji Muhammad 
Sobri Osman, DB Global Resources Sdn Bhd Managing Director Mr. David Beh, Penang 
Furniture and Timber Industry Association President Mr. Mah Kong Yeow, and Puncak 

Bumi Deputy CEO Mr. Ahmad Firdaus during a discussion at the Roadshow.

Mr. Muhtar (third from left) receiving a token from Impressive Transform’s Managing 
Director Tuan Haji Farosham during MTC delegation’s visit to the factory.

YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin (middle) together with industry leaders and members 
at the Iftar dinner in Melaka.
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Timber industry hub plan for Penang

At the dialogue, MPIC announced its plans to establish a timber 
industry hub in Penang to help resolve the issue of factory 
management costs faced by industry players. YB Dato’ Dr Mohd 
Khairuddin said this was due to the ministry receiving feedback 
from timber factory operators in the state who are facing 
challenges with factory management costs as Penang is a high-
income and advanced state.

Seeing the need to resolve the issue, the Minister has tasked the 
Malaysian Timber Council and the Malaysian Timber Industry 
Board to conduct a study on the matter.

As one of the major contributors to the country’s export income, 
Penang is seen to be able to further improve the pre-production 
performance of high value wood products. With more than 100 

YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin (middle) with YB Datuk Willie Mongin (second from left) and members of the timber industry at the dialogue session in Penang.

timber-based operators, Penang recorded a contribution of 5.3% 
or RM1.16 billion in export value in 2020.

The MTC delegation also took the opportunity to visit two timber 
and furniture factories, namely, Puncak Bumi Utama Sdn Bhd, 
a Bumiputera company manufacturing and exporting wooden 
and steel furniture as well as hospital equipment, and Dee Noon 
Corporation Sdn Bhd, a leading exporter of panel and furniture 
products in Penang.

The MTC Roadshow’s planned visits to two other states, Johor 
and Terengganu, had to be postponed due to the reimposition of 
the Movement Control Order by the National Security Council, 
which forbade, among other SOPs, inter-state travels to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19.  

Sources: MPIC, BERNAMA.

Timber association leaders and members during the special dialogue session with YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin.
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MTC Board Meetings   
and 29th AGM
The 25th of May 2021 saw MTC holding its 180th Board 
of Trustees’ Meeting virtually in line with the COVID-19 
Movement Control Order (MCO) SOP. The meeting was chaired 
by Chairman Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor and attended 
by 12 members of the Board of Trustees and MTC CEO Mr. 
Muhtar Suhaili.

In the following month, a special Board Meeting was held on 
11 June. The session, also held online due to the MCO,  was 
chaired by Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan with members of the Board 
of Trustees and Mr. Muhtar present.

On 28 June, MTC had its 29th Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
held online. The AGM was also chaired by Tuan Haji Mazli 
Zakuan and attended by Industry Trustees representing the 
five Founding Members while other Trustees and MTC Top 
Management were present upon invitation. 

MTC’s 180th Board of Trustees’ meeting (top) and its 29th AGM (below) were both 
held virtually due to the MCO.

MPIC Minister meets 
industry captains

A special meeting was held online on 12 June 2021 between the 
Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities, YB Dato’ Dr. 
Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali and the Malaysian timber and 
furniture industry players. The meeting’s agenda was to discuss 
the industry’s views and request to the Ministry of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities (MPIC) for certain sectors of 
the timber industry to be allowed to operate during the Full 
Movement Control Order period to ensure the sustainability of 
this industry. MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili was the Moderator 
for the meeting.

Also present were MPIC Deputy Minister YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee 
Jeck Seng, MPIC Secretary-General Datuk Ravi Muthayah, MPIC 
Deputy Secretary-General Tuan Haji Mad Zaidi Mohd Karli, 
MTIB Director-General Mr. Mohd Kheiruddin Mohd Rani, MPIC 
Timber, Tobacco and Kenaf Industries Development Division 
Senior Under-Secretary Mr. Pubadi Govindasamy, Chairmen 
and Presidents of the six national timber associations as well as 
industry representatives. 

YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali (top) in a virtual discussion with leaders 
and members of the six national timber associations (below).

May-June 2021 Timber Malaysia

HAPPENINGS
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MPIC, MTC, Malaysian Palm Oil Council and Malaysian Rubber Council meeting 
online with His Excellency Dr. Majid Abdullah Al-Qasabi.

Bilateral meeting on  
agri-commodities
On 4 May 2021 in Putrajaya, a bilateral meeting between the Minister 
of Plantation Industries and Commodities of Malaysia, YB Dato’ Dr. 
Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali and the Minister of Commerce and 
Investment of Saudi Arabia, His Excellency Dr. Majid Abdullah Al-
Qasabi was held. 

Present at the meeting were MPIC Secretary-General Datuk Ravi 
Muthayah and three agencies represented by their respective CEOs - 
Dato’ Dr. Haji Wan Zawawi Wan Ismail (Malaysian Palm Oil Council), 
Mr. Nurul Islam Mohamed Yusoff (Malaysian Rubber Council) and 
Mr. Muhtar Suhaili (Malaysian Timber Council).

The meeting’s agenda included deliberation on the establishment 
of the Malaysian agri-commodities regional office in Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia. 

May-June 2021 Timber Malaysia
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Re-enacting Malaysia’s 
rich heritage of     
wood carving
The simplest, most easily understood aspects of a nation’s tradition 
are usually found in the local arts that it promotes, perpetuates and 
preserves. In Malaysia, these arts are manifested in a number of 
forms such as woodcarving. Collectively, they form the tapestry of our 
diverse and tradition-rich country. Customs, beliefs as well as skills 
and knowledge of wood carving have been handed down from one 
generation to the next.

To re-enact and expand Malaysia’s rich heritage of wood carving, the 
Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities ,YB Dato’ Dr. 
Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali, chaired a meeting with like-minded 
organisations and relevant agencies under his ministry to discuss the 
development of the Malaysian wood carving industry as well as the 
market promotion of Malaysian wood carvings at home and abroad. 

Organised virtually on 27 May 2021 by the Malaysian Timber 
Industry Board (MTIB), the meeting was attended by the Deputy 
Secretary General of the Ministry of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities (MPIC), Tuan Haji Mad Zaidi Mohd Karli; MTIB 
Director General Mr. Mohd Kheiruddin Mohd Rani, Deputy Director 
General (Management and Operations) Tuan Haji Kamaruzaman 
Othman and several staff members. 

The meeting also saw the participation of MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili; President of the Association of Malaysian Bumiputra 
Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA), Tuan Haji Hanafee 
Yusoff; and Exco Members of Persatuan Pengiat Seni Ukir Kayu 
Malaysia (PENGUKIR or Malaysian Association of Woodcarving 
Entrepreneurs), namely, Dato’ Ismail Haji Abdullah (Chairman 

of Human Resource Committee),  Mr. Mohd Salizan Abd Rahman 
(Chairman of R&D Committee) and Mr. Hamdi Hamzah 
(Chairman of Marketing).

The meeting discussed the current challenges and future market 
expansion plans for the wood carving industry guided by the Timber 
Carving Industry Development Strategic Plan (2021-2030). Some 
projects being planned for the development of the wood carving 
industry include the development of a wood carving industrial 
complex in Besut, Terengganu, proposed collaboration with the 
Melaka State Government for a historical maritime construction 
project and carrying out a carving industry research with the National 
University of Malaysia (Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia).

YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin stressed at the meeting that the 
cooperation of the industry and support from various parties, 
especially the furniture industry, is important to provide value added 
timber products moving forward. 

MPIC, MTIB, MTC, PEKA and PENGUKIR meeting together to discuss the 
development of the wood carving industry.



Malaysian timber 
industry’s strong 
performance in Q1 2021
Total exports of the Malaysian wood-based sector in the first quarter 
of 2021 recorded a strong performance with a year-on-year increase 
of 9.9% to RM6.04 billion despite the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

The country’s three main markets – Europe, United States of America 
(USA) and Oceania – showed favourable growth with total exports to 
Europe, the third largest market increasing 9.9% to RM561.2 million.

“This is due to the increase in demand for DIY (do it yourself) 
products and wooden furniture among those working from home, as 
well as higher-than-usual purchases due to importers’ concern over 
supply shortage and rising prices,” MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili said.

The main products exported to the market were wooden furniture 
worth RM242.9 million, joinery (RM96.5 million) and sawntimber 
(RM73.9 million).

“Exports to the Americas, the country’s largest market, went up 
46.9% to RM2.44 billion,” Mr. Muhtar said. The USA is a major 
contributor in this market segment with purchases of more than 60% 
of the country’s wooden furniture exports, an increase of 47.1% to 
RM1.93 billion.

This positive growth is due to the economic stimulus package 
in the USA to reduce the burden of individuals and businesses 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic as well as trade shifts 

The USA purchased more than 60% of Malaysia’s wooden furniture exports, 
an increase of 47.1% to RM1.93 billion.

between the USA and China that are indirectly opening 
business opportunities to ASEAN countries including Malaysia.

Exports to Oceania markets such as Australia and New Zealand 
recorded an increase of 19.0% to RM297.7 million.

However, Mr. Muhtar said exports to African and Asian 
markets declined by 5.1% and 11.0% to RM91.8 million and 
RM2.66 billion, respectively. 

11May-June 2021 Timber Malaysia
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Workshop at APEC 
EGILAT Conference
MTC participated in the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
Expert Group on Illegal Logging and Associated Trade (EGILAT) 
Conference held virtually on 27 May 2021. 

Representing Malaysia, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili presented 
a working paper in the second EGILAT workshop series titled 
“Advancing the Trade & Distribution of Legally Harvested Forest 
Products.” 

The working paper presented by Mr. Muhtar was along the main focus 
of the workshop’s theme which discussed how timber legality issues 
in the APEC region had affected businesses related to the forestry 
and timber sector, and the challenges that arise while trading in legal 
forest products.

The workshop also featured speakers from the United States, 
Latin America, Europe, China, Japan, Taiwan, Australia and New 
Zealand. Conducted virtually this year, New Zealand was the host 
country of the 19th and 20th EGILAT 2021 meetings, which are 
held twice a year.

The workshop, commencing over two days, was first convened in 2020 
at Putrajaya Malaysia leading to the 17th EGILAT meeting. It was one 
of the key outputs of the APEC-funded project, “Advancing the Trade 
and Distribution of Legally Harvested Forest Products in the APEC 
Region”, which is also APEC’s two-year policy theme established in 
February 2019.

Under the workshop’s theme of “Advancing the Trade & Distribution of Legally Harvested 
Forest Products”, Mr. Muhtar (in black suit) presenting a paper, representing Malaysia.

The APEC EGILAT was established by the APEC Ministers 
Responsible for Trade in 2011 with a goal to enhance the efforts 
of individual member economies to combat illegal logging and 
its associated trade, promote the trade in legally harvested forest 
products, and support capacity building activities in member 
economies. 
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EPIP progresses with 
second intake
As a follow-up to its first batch of 15 engineers having 
commenced their placements at 14 companies, MTC conducted 
an online Engineer Placement & Internship Programme (EPIP) 
briefing session on 10 June 2021 for companies involved in the 
second intake of engineers. The briefing was conducted by MTC 
Industry Development Division Senior Executive Mr. Nasrul 
Izan Shahrin.

The session started with welcoming remarks from MTC CEO, 
Mr. Muhtar Suhaili followed by Selangor Human Resource 
Development Centre (SHRDC) Executive Director Ms. Teh 
Sook Ling, and Executive Director and Head of Malaysian 
Smart Factory 4.0 Dr. Chua Wen Shyan sharing their 
training module and the benefits for those participating in 
the programme. SHRDC is MTC’s collaborator as a training 
provider for the EPIP programme.

Earlier on 2 June 2021, the National University of Malaysia 
(UKM) Faculty of Engineering and Built Environment invited 
MTC to participate in a virtual sharing session entitled “Briefing 
on MTC Engineer Placement & Internship Programme (EPIP)” 
for UKM undergraduates. This session was held in conjunction 
with the faculty’s ‘Industry and Entrepreneurial Day’.

MTC Chairman Tuan Haji Zakuan Mohd Noor who is also a 
UKM Alumni delivered his welcoming remarks at the session 
which was also attended by Mr. Muhtar and UKM’s Director 
of Alumni Relations Centre, Prof. Ir. Dr. Mohd Syuhaimi Ab 
Rahman. 

The session saw 116 UKM engineering students, graduates and 
lecturers in attendance. It was aimed at enabling local graduates 
to be absorbed into timber-based companies and eventually to 
lead them to building successful careers in the timber industry.

Since launching EPIP on 2 March 2021, MTC has further 
engaged with partner universities like Tunku Abdul Rahman 
University College, International Islamic University Malaysia, 

University of Malaya, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 
Universiti Teknologi MARA, polytechnics and community 
colleges to promote the programme.

EPIP aims to strengthen the timber industry’s capabilities 
and complements their efforts towards the adoption of 
digitisation and automation towards Industrial Revolution 
4.0 besides being MTC’s initiatives to empower the timber 
industry to explore new talents. 

Mr. Muhtar giving the welcoming remarks at the online EPIP briefing session. 

MTC Chairman Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan addressing his alumni comprising 116 
engineering students, graduates and lecturers during the virtual session.

MTC is partnering with SHRDC who will be training engineering students for the 
EPIP programme.

Companies being briefed on the second intake of EPIP. 
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CSR outreach in Johor
MTC participated in a CSR programme led by the Deputy Minister 
of Plantation Industries and Commodities, YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee 
Jeck Seng, to distribute food items and packaged drinks to B40 
group income earners including smallholders in Tanjung Piai, 
Johor on 2 May 2021. 

Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee (middle) together with residents of Tanjung Piai during the CSR event. Accompanying him was Mr. Muhtar (standing second from right).

Updates on Working 
Groups and Task Force
MTC Chairman Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor was updated 
on the progress of the  MTC Working Groups (WG) and Task 
Force (TF) on 4 May 2021. CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, Industry 
Development Division Director Mr. Mokhtar Yaacob and Strategic 
Planning Division Director Ms. Lau Li Har were present to give 
their updates on the Working Group on Manpower, Working Group 
on Raw Material Augmentation, Working Group on Automation 
and Digitalisation, Working Group on Sawmilling and the Task 
Force on Import Facilitation of Sawntimber & Logs into Malaysia. 

The meeting provided  details of progress made by each WG and 
TF ever since their initial January 2021 meetings. The five groups 
had engaged with the relevant government bodies like Ministry 
of Science, Technology and Innovations (MOSTI), Department of 
Agriculture (DOA), Malaysian Quarantine and Inspection Services 
(MAQIS), Standard and Industrial Research Institute of Malaysia 
(SIRIM), and sister agencies not only to strategise and initiate 
programmes beneficial to timber industry members but also work 
to bring practical solutions to current challenges faced. 

MTC’s Working Groups and Task Force is currently on task to find solutions for 
various areas under their purview.

During the event, Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee and delegation, which also 
included officers from the Ministry of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities, visited 27 localities within the Tanjung Piai federal 
constituency to share with the residents the joy of Hari Raya Aidil 
Fitri. MTC’s team accompanying the Deputy Minister was led by 
its CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili. 



Sparking joy in  work  
and life 
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Being a parent in the midst of this COVID-19 pandemic and in the 
21st century can be a very tough challenge, what with the demands of 
juggling work with family life in the new normal.

Hence, MTC’s Work Hard, Play Hard & Pray Hard (WHP2H) 
Committee on 3 June 2021 organised its first virtual Parenting 
Forum with MTC CEO, Tuan Muhtar Suhaili, giving his welcoming as 
well as closing remarks to MTC staff attending the session.

The special guest speakers were International Medical University 
Department of Psychology Lecturer, Mr. Alexius Chang, and Founder 
& Consultant of Parent Connect Consultancy, Ms. Noor Afidah Abu 
Bakar. Together, they presented on the topic of “Parenting In The New 
Era & New Norm: Challenges & Tips”. The talk included practical tips 
on emotional coaching and the benefits of limiting gadget and screen 
time for children.

The purpose of this talk, moderated by MTC Manager of Corporate 
Communications Division, Mr Azmir Husni Mohamed Nor, was to 
share and highlight the issues faced by parents juggling between 
working life and parenting as well as to provide parents a set of handy 
tips to help manage this new normal.

As MTC staff were reminded during the MTC 2nd Staff Town Hall 
meeting on 4 June 2021 to keep a work-life-family, the WHP2H 
committee organised a fun live webinar entitled “Spark Joy at Home 
& Work” for MTC staff on 23 June 2021.

At the webinar, Mr. Muhtar gave his opening remarks to attendees 
who anticipated learning tidying tips from the speaker, Ms. Rebecca 
Jo-Rushdy, Malaysia’s first and only Gold-certified KonMari 
Consultant.
 
The objective of this workshop was to promote a more positive 
physical and mental health environment as well as to improve 
productivity amongst MTC Staff during the work-from-home 
requirement especially under the current Movement Control 
Order 3.0. 

MTC’s first virtual Parenting Forum with (clockwise from left) Mr. Chang, Mr. Azmir, 
and Ms. Noor Afidah.

Mr. Chang sharing on how to become a better parent. Organising using the Kon Mari method was taught during the session.

Ms. Jo-Rushdy engaged with MTC staff in a lively and interactive 
session to declutter and reorganise their wallets and purses to 
demonstrate the physical and mental benefits of tidying. Mr. Muhtar 
said the concept of tidying can also run parallel to the 5S concept 
(Sort, Set in Order, Shine, Standardise and Sustain), a system for 
organising spaces so work can be performed efficiently, effectively, 
and safely, which MTC is advocating. 

Ms. Jo-Rushdy sharing her tips on organising for a better physical and mental health 
environment while working.

HAPPENINGS
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MTC’s 2nd Staff Town 
Hall meeting 
MTC held its 2nd Staff Town Hall meeting for 2021 on 4 June. 
MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili addressed MTC staff in the 
session which was conducted virtually via Zoom due to the Full 
Movement Control Order. Mr. Muhtar took the opportunity to 
remind the staff including those stationed in its regional offices 
overseas to “stay safe, stay home, follow the SOPs and continue to 
perform tasks diligently and excellently”. 

Mr. Muhtar also shared MTC’s Q1 2021 updates covering the timber 
industry’s performance, development of MTC’s programmes and 
activities as well as its revised Policies and Procedures (P&P). Staff 
were advised to continually adhere strictly to the P&P manual.

The town hall meeting, held quarterly, culminated with a Q&A 
where Mr. Muhtar responded to all questions and matters raised 
by the staff. 

Staff smiling for the camera during the virtual town hall session.

On 8 June 2021, MTC organised a virtual meeting on the TIMB3R 
Design Incubator Programme (DIP) , which was attended by 
representatives from the Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC), 
Malaysian Institute of Interior Designers (MIID), Malaysian 
Wood Moulding and Joinery Council (MWMJC) and MTC who are 
members of the DIP project committee.

Chaired by Mr. Khoo Yeow Chong, President of MFC, the meeting 
was the fourth since the DIP programme’s launch in September 

4th TIMB3R Design 
Incubator Programme 
(DIP) meeting

Mr. Muhtar (second screen from bottom right) together with the DIP project committee.

2020. Its main purpose was to update the project committee on 
the prototypes completed and delivered for photoshoot.

The meeting was also attended by Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, MTC 
CEO, Mr. Matthew Law, MFC Secretary-General, IDr. Norshafina 
Ibrahim, MIID Vice President, IDr. Leong Ta Wah, MIID member, 
Mr. George Yap, MWMJC Chairman and members of the 
programme secretariat. MTC Marketing Promotion Division 
Director, Ms. Alexis Chang was also present. 

HAPPENINGS
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Ready to adopt digital 
commerce?
A live online session was conducted by MTC on 10 June 2021 
under its Digital Marketing Entrepreneurship Programme 
(DMEP) discussing the topic of “E-Commerce & Digital 
Adoption Readiness in the Malaysian Timber Industry, and How 
to Deal with It”, a study commissioned by MTC.

MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili shared his opening remarks with 
the 134 participants. The session continued with a presentation 
from three distinguished speakers, namely, Socio-Economic 
Research Centre (SERC) Executive Director, Mr. Lee Heng Guie, 
Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) Faculty of Engineering 
and Science Head of Programme, Dr. Winnie Wong Whee Yen, 
and UTAR Faculty of Accountancy and Management Deputy 
Dean, Dr. Pok Wei Fong.

DMEP is a newly designed and launched programme by MTC 
which aims to assist the timber industry in tapping into the 
power of digital marketing. 

Say “YES” to business 
succession
The Young Entrepreneur Society (YES) Vistage Emerging 
Entrepreneur (VEE-51) Inaugural Meeting on 9 June 2021 was 
chaired by Vistage Master Chair/CEO Coach, Mr. Leong Tek Beng. 

The meeting was attended by nine members of the timber 
industry. MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili was invited to give 
his welcoming remarks while the Founder & Chief Listener of 
Vistage Malaysia, Mr. Richard Wong spoke on “How Members can 
Maximise the Vistage Value”. 

The YES VEE programme is designed to prepare both founders 
and successors in the timber industry  for transitioning of 
leadership in their respective companies. It is part of MTC’s effort 
to support its Business Succession Programme. 

This is an 18-month Vistage Leadership Development Programme 
for MTC-sponsored members who will receive valuable insights 
on the know-hows of making major decisions, thus mitigating 
unnecessary risks and uncertainties.

MTC Industry Development Division Director, Mr. Mokhtar 
Yaacob who was also in the meeting explained that YES VEE-51 
group caters to young founders or second or third generation 
business successors.

Subsequently, on 25 June 2021, the YES Vistage Emerging 
Entrepreneur (VEE-52) also had its Inaugural Meeting led by 
Vistage Chair/CEO Coach, Mr. Stephen Chia. The VEE-52 group 
consisted of seven members who are new to the timber industry. 

Mr Mokhtar delivered the welcoming remarks while Mr. Wong 
again spoke on “How Members can Maximise the Vistage Value”. 

134 participants were interested to find out about the Digital Marketing 
Entrepreneurship Programme.

YES is designed to prepare founders and successors in the timber industry for 
transitioning of leadership in their respective companies.

HAPPENINGS
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Compliance with 
employee housing Act
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) conducted an engagement 
session on 28 May 2021 on compliance with the Employees’ 
Minimum Standards of Housing, Accommodations and Amenities 
Act 1990 (Act 446). 

The session was aimed to serve as a platform for the timber 
industry players to have a better understanding of the Act and its 
requirements. The session included briefings on the Act and its 
requirements as well as discussions between the industry and the 
relevant panellists.

MTC’s Chief Operations Officer, Mr. Roger Chin, delivered the 
welcoming and closing remarks at the session. The first speaker 
was Labour Standards Division, Department of Labour Peninsular 
Malaysia (JTKSM) Deputy Director, Ms. Suraiya Ch’ng Abdullah 
who spoke on “Act 446 and the Emergency (Employees’ Minimum 
Standards of Housing, Accommodations and Amenities) 
(Amendment) Ordinance 2021”. 

Committee meets on 
license and permit
The second meeting of the Steering Committee for MTC Study 
on License and Permit Requirements in the Timber Industry 
in Malaysia (JKPPP) was held on 22 June 2021. It was chaired 
by Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) 
Timber, Tobacco and Kenaf Industries Development Division 
Senior Under-Secretary, Mr. Pubadi Govindasamy.

MTC CEO, Mr Muhtar Suhaili also attended the virtual meeting 
with 63 attendees from various government departments and 
agencies including the Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB), 
Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC), Royal Malaysian 
Customs Department (RMCD) and Malaysian Investment 
Development Authority (MIDA). 

There were also attendees from Forestry Department Peninsular 
Malaysia (JPSM), Department of Director General of Lands and 
Mines (JKPTG), The Road Transport Department (JPJ), Sabah 
Commercial Vehicle Licensing Board (LPKP), Department of 
Labour Sarawak (JTK), Department of Occupational Safety and 
Health (DOSH), Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
(KPKT) as well as the Fire and Rescue Department of Malaysia 
(Bomba). 

Joining in were also representatives from the Department 
of Quarantine and Inspection Services Malaysia (MAQIS), 

Department of Agriculture (DOA), DOA Sabah, DOA Sarawak, 
Sabah Forest Department (SFD), Forest Department Sarawak 
(FDS), Natural Resources and Environment Board Sarawak (NREB), 
Sarawak Timber Industry Development Corporation (STIDC) and 
Sarawak Forestry Corporation (SFC) as well as the secretariat from 
MPIC and MTC. 

The meeting was a follow-up to the 1st JKPPP Meeting, held on 
8 April 2021, to discuss the second and third draft of a report 
prepared by PE Research Sdn Bhd. MPIC and MTC provided the 
secretariat for the meeting. 

MTC was the secretariat to the meeting which saw 53 attendees from various 
government agencies.

This was followed by PLANMalaysia (Federal Department of Country 
and Town Planning) Director, Research and Development Division, 
TPr. Dr. Alias Rameli who spoke on “Prosedur Permohonan bagi 
Penyediaan Penginapan Pekerja secara Jangka Pendek”. 

The event saw 151 participants including members of the timber 
industry and representatives from the Ministry of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities (MPIC), Department of Labour of Johor, 
Department of Labour of Muar, Department of Labour of Batu Pahat, 
PLANMalaysia (Federal Department of Country and Town Planning), 
the Local Government Department, Muar Municipal Council and 
Batu Pahat Municipal Council. 

This session is focused on the timber industry players in Muar and 
Batu Pahat, Johor. MTC is planning to organise similar engagement 
sessions for other states and districts as well.  

HAPPENINGS
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First online B2Bs with 
India, Sri Lanka and UAE
The first-ever Virtual B2B session with Indian furniture companies 
was organised on 27 May 2021 by MTC South Asia and MTC 
International Business Development Division (Cluster 2 – South 
Asia, Middle East and Africa) in cooperation with the Association 
of Furniture Manufacturers & Traders of India.

The session attracted the participation of 10 Indian companies and 
10 Malaysian manufacturers of dining room, bedroom and living 
room furniture including sofas, as well as kitchen accessories. 
Special guests present were the Association of Furniture 
Manufacturers & Traders of India’s President, Mr. Adurthi S. Rao, 
and Administration Manager, Mr. Rajendran Pillai.

On 26 June 2021, MTC organised another first virtual B2B session 
with the UAE furniture importers following an industry dialogue 
held with the Middle Eastern industry players last year. 

The B2B event saw the participation of 10 UAE importers ranging 
from large home centres to online businesses and 10 Malaysian 
furniture manufacturers. 

The UAE is a leading export destination for Malaysian wooden 
furniture. It is the top ninth export destination for Malaysian 
wooden furniture with a market value of RM130.7 million 
(USD31.1 million).

The event offered industry members from the furniture sector 
an opportunity to further explore the UAE furniture market. 
Malaysian exporters agreed that the B2B is an excellent platform 
for the exchange of information on the opportunities and 
challenges present in the market in view of the current scenario.

The following week, MTC conducted its first virtual B2B with Sri 
Lankan timber companies on 30 June 2021 following an industry 
dialogue held last July. 

MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili delivered the opening remarks 
and warmly welcomed the nine Sri Lankan timber importers and 
Malaysian manufacturers. The special guest was President of the 
Sri Lanka Timber Association and Managing Director of Lakshman 
Saw Mills & Timber Stores (Pvt) Ltd., Mr Kasun Gunawardena.

Amidst the pandemic, MTC is mobilising its resources to engage 
industry members from the various timber sectors around the 
world to connect, exchange information and build business 
relations through the virtual platform. 

The first Malaysian online B2B with India saw 20 companies engaging 
from both countries.

The President of the Sri Lanka Timber Association was the special guest at this B2B.

Malaysian exporters welcomed the virtual B2B with UAE as a platform for information 
exchange on market opportunities.

HAPPENINGS
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PEKA town hall session 
The Association of Malaysian Bumiputera Timber and Furniture 
Entrepreneurs (PEKA) conducted its virtual Town Hall Session 
2021 on 17 June for its members together with the Malaysian 
Timber Council (MTC), Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB) 
and Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM).

MTC CEO, Mr Muhtar Suhaili was invited to deliver the opening 
remarks and share about programmes approved for PEKA under 
the purview of “Jawatankuasa Pemandu Program Pemerkasaan 
Industri Perkayuan dan Perabot Bumiputera” and other 
Bumiputera programmes being approved as well as the current 
ones carried out by MTC.

PEKA’s Town Hall session, led by its President, Tuan Haji Hanafee Haji 
Yusoff, was aimed at achieving the objective of providing information to 
all its members. PEKA welcomes all Bumiputera members in the industry 
to participate in related MTIB and MTC programmes. Mr. Muhtar delivered the welcome speech at PEKA’s Town Hall Session.

HAPPENINGS

MWMJC 40th AGM
The MWMJC held their 40th AGM virtually on 18 June 2021 with 
about 40 members present. It was chaired by MWMJC Chairman, 
Mr. George Yap. 

It was a short AGM to accept the minutes of the previous AGM, 
to confirm the Annual Financial Statement ended 31 December 
2020, and to re-appoint the Auditor for the coming year. 

Immediately after the AGM, they had a casual discussion with the 
members on the current difficulties faced by the members during the Full 
Movement Control Order imposed to mitigate the spread of COVID-19.  

Members also had the opportunity to find out about bulk 
purchase of scissor lifts promoted by the association’s 
Machinery Committee while the Multimedia Team offered free 
advertisements for members via their social media platform. 

MWMJC’s 40th AGM was held virtually with 40 members present.

TEAM’s virtual forum 
with MTC
The Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia (TEAM) conducted 
a virtual forum for its committee members with the leadership of 
the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) on 22 June 2021.

MTC CEO, Mr Muhtar Suhaili, and MTC Directors for industry 
services were invited to this forum. TEAM President, Mr Chua 
Song Fong led the delegation of his association. 

The topics deliberated at the session included MTC’s Export 
Assistance Programme 2021, TEAM’s forest project, issues 
relating to FMCO and raw materials supply. TEAM’s members with MTC CEO and Directors during the virtual forum.



Post-Cabinet MPIC 
meeting
The Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) 
held a post-Cabinet meeting online on 23 June 2021. The post-
Cabinet meeting is a regular discussion chaired by the Minister 
of Plantation Industries and Commodities YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd 
Khairuddin Aman Razali after each meeting of the Federal Cabinet.

The MPIC meeting on 23 June was attended by Deputy Ministers 
YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng and YB Datuk Willie Mongin, 
Secretary General Datuk Ravi Muthayah, Deputy Secretary General 
(Plantation and Commodities) Tuan Haji Mad Zaidi Mohd Karli, 
Deputy Secretary General (Strategic Planning and Management) 
Mr. Abdul Hadi Omar and other senior officers of the ministry. 

The Director Generals (DGs) of Agencies and Chief Executive 
Officers (CEOs) of the Councils under MPIC were also in 
attendance. The DGs present were Dr. Ahmad Parveez Ghulam 
Kadir (Malaysian Palm Oil Board), Dato’ Dr. Zairossani Mohd 
Nor (Malaysian Rubber Board) Mr. Mohd Kheiruddin Mohd Rani 
(Malaysian Timber Industry Board), Dr. Ramle Kasin (Malaysia 
Cocoa Board); Mr. Philip Gaweng (Malaysian Pepper Board) and Mr. 
Idris Mohd Salleh (National Board of Kenaf and Tobacco). The CEOs 
present were Dato’ Dr. Hj. Wan Zawawi Wan Ismail (Malaysian 
Palm Oil Council), Mr. Nurul Islam Mohamed Yusoff (Malaysian 

MTC at IIUM’s 
engineering congress
International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) invited the 
Malaysian Timber Council (MTC), which was represented by MTC 
CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, to attend the Opening Ceremony of 
the IIUM Engineering Congress (IEC) 2021 on 22 June 2021. The 
Congress which was held virtually was officiated by Datuk Dr. 
Mohd Daud Bakar, President of the IIUM where MTC was the main 
sponsor for this Congress.

Professor Emeritus Tan Sri Dato’ Dzulkifli Abdul Razak, Rector of 
IIUM, and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sany Izan Ihsan, Dean of Kulliyyah of 
Engineering IIUM who is also the Chairman of IEC 2021 delivered 
their speeches during the Congress.

The Congress provided a platform for academicians, engineers, 
scientists and researchers to present the results of ongoing research 
where 145 papers were presented over the two-day event consisting 
of the following four Conferences:
• The 8th International Conference on Computer and   
 Communication Engineering 2021 (ICCCE 2021)

• The 6th International Conference on Biotechnology   
 Engineering (ICBioE 2021)
• The 5th International Conference on Mechanical, Automotive  
 and Aerospace
• Engineering (ICMAAE 2021)
• The International Conference on Engineering Professional  
 Ethics and Education (ICEPEE 2021). 

YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin chairing the post-Cabinet meeting where MTC was 
represented by CEO Mr. Muhtar (top first screen on right).

 President of IIUM Datuk Dr. Mohd Daud Bakar speaking during the Opening Ceremony.

21May-June 2021 Timber Malaysia

HAPPENINGS

Rubber Council), Mr. Muhtar Suhaili (MTC), Mr. Mohammad 
Hafezh Abdul Rahman (Malaysian Palm Oil Certification Council) 
and Mr. Yong Teng Koon (Malaysian Timber Certification Council).

Among the matters discussed were efforts related to the use 
of manpower in the oil palm and rubber plantations among 
the Orang Asli, timber industry issues, and crop and livestock 
integration programmes. 



MTC among top 10 that 
truly made a difference

MTC has been reported as one of the “top 10 government entities that 
truly made a difference” by International Business Review magazine. 

As an industry that has been the catalyst for the nation’s economic 
growth, being the third largest commodity industry after palm oil and 
rubber, the article reported on MTC’s role in supporting the industry 
to move forward especially amidst Movement Control Orders 
(MCOs), ensuring that “efforts to promote timber and timber-based 
products are not halted during the pandemic”. 

The article featured MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili’s thoughts on 
transforming the industry into a “knowledge-based, high value-added 
industry”. The transformation would come in the form of addressing 
the industry’s challenges listed in MTC’s 14 Focus Areas under its 
Five-Year Roadmap 2019-2023. Working Groups and a Task Force 
have been formed to work out the solutions.

In the article, Mr. Muhtar also emphasised on people being the heart 
of an organisation like MTC where it is “people-centric”, holding an 
“open door policy to encourage discussions and the exchange of ideas” 
besides promoting a culture of “honesty, integrity and respect for 
others”. 

It also featured initiatives and actions to propel the industry ahead, 
bringing into focus MTC’s business succession programmes such 
as the Young Entrepreneur Society (YES) “designed to groom the 
younger generation especially in the adoption of Industry 4.0”. 

Mr. Muhtar believes “a bright future awaits the timber industry, 
thus it is important that MTC plays its part in the industry’s 
transformative journey towards digitalisation and sustainability.

International Business Review featured MTC in its recent edition.
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“With MTC’s main objectives being to ensure that the timber industry 
achieve its export target of RM27 billion by 2030 as stipulated in the 
National Agricommodity Policy 2021-2030, the Council is bringing all 
hands on deck to augment the growth of the industry in the interest of the 
nation’s socio-economic growth, now and for generations to come.” 

The article featured a summation of MTC’s roles and goals in its interview with 
CEO Mr. Muhtar (above) 



Opening 
doors for 
smoother 
operations

Kwan Seong Wood Industries Sdn Bhd’s story began with handcrafted 
techniques for producing furniture. Mr. Kwan Soo, its founder had a 
vision to provide boutique, quality furnishing with affordable prices. 
His vision grew ever since 1979 into a company in Klang, Selangor, 
now producing mainly solid timber doors and mouldings at a capacity 
six times of its original factory.  

Currently, it exports about 10% of its products to Belgium while the 
rest are for local consumption, produced through the years using local 
wood such as Nyatoh, Meranti, Kembang Semangkok and Durian and 
imported wood like White Ash, Yellow Birch and American Walnut. 

Producing solid timber doors require the laborious work of sanding. 
Thus, ever seeking to increase the efficiency of its production, 

Kwan Seong Wood decided in 2019 to invest in a sanding machine 
to upgrade its process of sanding which had been handled by five 
workers. According to Ms. Tracy Kwan, the machine has since then 
enabled just four workers to work on the sanding tasks. After a month 
of using the machine, her team reported a vast improvement. “In 
the past, we produced one piece in an hour with our manual orbital 
sanders, but currently, we can produce 10 pieces in an hour,” she said.

“This is an increase of 900%,” she explained. Kwan Seong Wood is 
satisfied with the performance enabled by this machine investment. 

During their purchase decision period, they had also applied for 
the MTC Financial Incentive for Purchase of Machinery which 
helped them with 10% of the machine’s cost. “We are pleased with 
the productivity and may upgrade more machines in the future. 
When that happens, we will certainly participate in MTC’s incentive 
programmes which have been helpful to us,” Ms. Kwan said. 
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The sanding machine has increased their productivity by 900%.
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Greater efficiency    
for furniture maker
New PK Furniture Deco has been reputable for its quality and 
creative designs of wooden bedroom furniture sets include bed 
frames, bedside tables, chest of drawers, wardrobes, and dressing 
tables. In recent years, it has ventured into the manufacture of 
kitchen and bathroom cabinets as well. 

Utilising local Rubberwood for its productions, New PK Furniture 
exports its furniture 100% to mainly countries like the US, 
Australia, Japan, Thailand and the UK.

To adapt its production processes in the year 2020, the company 
had decided to upgrade its older semi-automatic edge banding 
machine to a fully automatic edge banding machine. They had also 
purchased a sanding machine where previously, they had utilised 
the manual method of sanding.

The new automatic edge banding machine had been installed and 
has helped them in reducing their worker number from three to 
two workers. What’s more remarkable was that they were able to 
increase their production rate exponentially. Before the use of the 
automatic edge banding machine, they could process 44 pieces per 
hour, but after two months of operations on the new equipment, 
they have managed to process 183 piece per hour, 
a remarkable 316% increase in volume.

As New PK Furniture Managing Director Mr. Tan Mee Fat was 
pleased with the results, the company subsequently bought a 
sanding machine. After the purchase, he noted they were able to 
reduce their number of workers from 15 to two workers. 

Mr. Tan purchased both equipment under the Financial Incentive 
for Purchase of Machinery, a programme run by MTC to assist 
industry players in their automation and digitalisation endeavours 
to increase productivity. “Inevitably, it has helped me to reduce 
my staff allocated to certain processes and increase my operation’s 
efficiency,” Mr. Tan said. 

New PK Furniture’s factory during an MTC audit in 2020.

Engineers configuring the sanding machine.

Its wooden bedroom furniture sets are well-known for their quality and design.
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Excellent vision   
worth fuelling
Vision Worth Sdn Bhd is one of the pioneer manufacturers in 
Malaysia of complete knock down rubberwood furniture. 
Vision Worth’s products are totally exported, reaching markets in 
the UK, New Zealand, Australia and Korea.

Their main focus is on bedroom, occasional and dining furniture, 
featuring timeless designs that appeal to many generations. Their 
repertoire also includes hotel furniture, Japanese kotatsu tables 
as well as furniture in Oak and Walnut. 

As a testament of their production excellence, the company 
received the Golden Europe Award for Quality 2001 in Paris, 
France and the Council of International Award’s Certificate of 
Best Performance (UK and France) in the following year.

In recent years, the sourcing for raw material has seen some 
limitations in terms of the rise in the cost of importation due to 
several factors including the rising cost of shipping. In response, 
MTC has designed the Import Assistance Programme (IAP) that 
helps timber industry players defray a part of shipping costs.  

Over the span of four years since 2017, Vision Worth has 
received assistance under the IAP for several thousand cubic 
metres of imported wood like White Oak, Yellow Poplar, Poplar, 
and Taeda Pine.  

“IAP’s assistance has helped to lower our operation cost especially 
for our timber importation,” Vision Worth Company Director 
Mr. Richard Lau said. “This makes our finished products, that is, 
our furniture, more competitive in the face of competition with 
manufacturers from our neighbouring countries like Vietnam and 
Indonesia.” 

Vision Worth’s designs feature a timeless appeal. The coffee table (top) and 
cabinet (below) are made from American White Oak.

The IAP has helped to lower their operation costs while increasing competitiveness in the market.



MARKET PROMOTION

INDEX Dubai 2021 visitors walking through its physical show. 

Staying 
connected 
through 
INDEX 
Dubai

MTC visited the 30th edition of INDEX Dubai held at Dubai World 
Trade Centre from 31 May to 2 June 2021. It was the first physical 
edition of this exhibition since the outbreak of COVID-19. Co-located 
with The Leisure Show, The Hotel Show, and WORKSPACE, INDEX 
Dubai was part of the Middle East Design and Hospitality Week that 
showcased building products and deco items popular with architects, 
consultants, and interior designers.

Through its regional office in Dubai, MTC visited the exhibition to 
get in touch with wood-related companies and contacts, as well as to 
stay updated on latest trends in the interior design industry. MTC 
last participated in INDEX Dubai was in 2018 under the Malaysian 
Pavilion organised by the Malaysia External Trade Development 
Corporation in Dubai (MATRADE).

MTC visited the exhibition to get in touch with wood-related companies and contacts.

The estimated number of visitors to INDEX Dubai and co-located 
shows was 30,000, with more than 1,000 exhibitors from about 100 
participating countries. Exhibitors for INDEX Dubai alone totaled 
100 and they were from Europe, USA and Southeast Asia. The show 
was dubbed as a staple for anyone in the design industry. 

This edition focused mainly on innovative, hygienic, and sustainable 
mixed material products. Majority of the companies exhibited 
sophisticated products that are mostly customisable. Companies are 
also adding value by going beyond just selling their products, they are 
offering their design consultation services as well.

Overall, the show organisers, delivered a quality trade show despite 
some COVID-19 pandemic related restrictions. Although many 
exhibitors complained receiving fewer number of trade visitors in 
this edition, the event continued to facilitate important business 
connections and to restart face-to-face events in the UAE. 
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MTC Americas debuts at 
Build Expo Houston
MTC Americas participated in Build Expo Houston 2021 held 
in Texas from 9-10 June 2021. Build Expo exhibitions are the 
largest regional building and construction trade shows in all 
major markets throughout the USA. This was MTC Americas’ first 
participation in an exhibition held within the regional office’s area 
of coverage. 

The objectives of MTC’s participation in Build Expo Houston 
included showcasing Malaysia’s timber and timber products, 
introducing MTC Americas to the US timber industry players, 
gathering insights on the current building and construction 
situation and building rapport with potential buyers, many of 
whom indicated their interest to be distributors of Malaysia’s 
timber and timber products.

Build Expo Houston was spread over an exhibition area of about 
38,000 square feet. The exhibition recorded over 5,000 visitors and 
more than 100 exhibitors. A series of workshops and classes were 
held concurrently with the expo. 

MTC Americas participated in the exhibition with a 10-square-foot 
promotional booth and displayed samples of popular Malaysian 
sawntimber species, finger-jointed laminated board, plywood, 
veneer and furniture components. The Malaysian species samples 
showcased were Dark Red Meranti, Balau, Nyatoh, Keruing, 
Rubberwood and Kembang Semangkok.

Over the two-day expo, MTC received visitors from the building 
and construction industry including property developers and 
agencies as well as from the architecture and interior design 
fraternities. MTC’s promotional booth also garnered interest from 

MTC Americas Regional Representative, Ms. Lai Mei Theng, attending to a visitor at 
the MTC booth.

visitors who were keen to know more about Malaysia’s timber and 
timber products as well as the role of the MTC Americas office 
based in Houston, Texas. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE

Georges, of Chinese descent, was often asked on his birthplace 
due to his dark complexion. “I was born in the woods,” he would 
reply with a laugh, literally to tell that he was born in the family 
house with a furniture factory in the backyard. “I have been in 
touch with wood since then,” he would jokingly say while adding 
that the furniture factory owned by his uncle and known as 
Meubles Laval was located on Magon Street in the Mauritian 
capital city of Port Louis.  

In 2002, 25 years after his first purchase of Meranti from 
Malaysia for Grewal, Georges decided to venture on his own 
and set up K.T.N. Limited. Besides Meranti, the major species 
that his company imports are Yellow Balau, Kempas, Keruing 
and Kapur. With the intention of having his sons join him in 
the family business, the company in 2013 took on the name of 
KooSeenLin Limited - with Koo Seen Lin being the Chinese name 
of his grandfather, and which has and will be used through the 
generations including Georges’s father and sons.  

Having sourced timber through overseas intermediaries over the 
years, Georges decided to come to Malaysia in 1995 and establish 
direct contacts with the sawmillers and exporters. The business 
relationships that he had established since have continued to this 
day. Although his company also imports sawntimber from South 
Africa, the United States of America, Guyana and Madagascar, 
Malaysia retains the lion’s share for reasons such as “competitive 
pricing, ready availability as well as the trustworthiness, 
efficiency and friendship of the suppliers”.   

As in all types of industries and businesses, issues and challenges 
are normal and expected. On what are the main challenges that 
he has to face in promoting Malaysian timber and Malaysia 
as a timber producing country based on sustainable forest 
management practices, Georges said, “The main factor influencing 
the buying behaviour of the clients is price. In Mauritius, the 
cost input in a project is of utmost importance. The concept 
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Leading Mauritian timber importer, Georges Koo 
Seen Lin, is no stranger to Malaysian timber, having 
sourced his first consignment of Malaysian Meranti 
sawntimber in 1977 for Grewal, his employer then. 
Georges relates to TIMBER MALAYSIA the reasons 
why, after more than four decades, he remains loyal 
to Malaysian timber as well as shares his thoughts 
on, amongst others, ways to enhance the trade of 
Malaysian timber to Mauritius and its neighbouring 
countries. 

Georges proudly showing off a door made of Malaysian Meranti.

May-June 2021 Timber Malaysia

A true-blue 
advocate of 
Malaysian 
timber
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SPECIAL FEATURE
of sustainable forest management practices remains largely 
unknown or of no great significance to the end-users. It took a lot 
of time to educate the timber end-users. 

“Nonetheless, it was only in the early 2010s that the concept of 
sustainable forest management practices and the knowledge of 
Malaysia as one of the exporting countries with such a practice 
been progressively accepted. Now, it is quite common to see in 
a request for quotation that the buyer specifies that the timber 
must come from ‘sustainable forest management’ sources. 
Malaysia separates itself from African countries where such 
practices are not adopted.” 

In this regard, Georges credits MTC for being an important player 
in influencing the timber policies in Mauritius. He explained, 
“The importers, clients and end-users have learnt the importance 
of specifying the grade of timber to be used in a project. It is now 
a common practice that architects specify the grade of timber in 
tenders. The same applies also to the humidity of timber. MTC 
has shown through seminars, magazines and fairs the importance 
of having timber with the right moisture content for the 
manufacturing of products such as floors, doors and windows.”  

Having gained the trust of importers and end-users of Malaysian 
timber in Mauritius, Georges is of the opinion that MTC should 
have a physical presence in the country. Elaborating, he said, 
“MTC has been a major influencer in the timber industry in 
countries and islands of the Indian Ocean. The market may be 
small compared to other countries. But the potential is immense 
in Africa. I strongly believe that Mauritius is the correct platform 
to reach Africa. The fact that people in Mauritius speak both 
French and English is an added advantage when dealings are done 
in Africa. We are ready to assist MTC in this avenue.”

On the effects of COVID-19 to the timber sector in Mauritius, 
Georges lamented that the impact has been immense. He added, 
“All hotel projects including new hotels and renovations have 
been frozen. The hotel industry has encountered huge losses. 
However, all is not lost as the hotel industry has benefited from a 
‘Government Wage Assistance Scheme’. The hotel industry, which 
is a big consumer of timber in the renovation projects and the 

building of new resorts, thus remains positive and the worst is 
behind. The renovation of hotels and the building of new ones 
will start again in 2022.

“Malaysia, which has a long relationship in the timber industry 
with Mauritius, stands in good stead to capitalise on this prospect. 
For the past century, Malaysia has been the leading exporter of 
sawntimber to Mauritius. Meranti has been the first species to land 
in Mauritius in the early 1900s. The trend is that the market will 
remain loyal and constant to the Malaysian species.  The factors 
that plead in favour of Malaysia include the close contact of the 
importers with the market in Malaysia.” 

Georges accompanied by his son, Ken, during a business trip to Malaysia.

Malaysian Balau beautifully applied as ceiling panels and roof trusses
in a private residence in Mauritius.
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Pine Horizon Sdn Bhd, established in year 2008, has grown 
over the past decade to become a market leader in the timber 
industry specialising in the production of high quality tropical 
sawntimber. 

From a humble beginning, operating out of a rented sawmill 
in Seremban, Negeri Sembilan, Pine Horizon has successfully 
increased its capacity over the years from 6,000 tons to 25,000 
tons of sawntimber per year.

Vice President (Operations), Mr. Lim Yi Syuen, shares: “These 
successes were built on the core strength of our company to 
continuously invest along the entire value chain of the timber 
business. This ranges from logging concessions to our in-house 
logistics to ensure a steady supply chain for the production floor 
to fulfil orders from our esteemed customers. 

“Being a one-stop-centre allows us to provide our customers with 
a seamless experience to meet their timber requirements as Pine 
Horizon is able to process customised orders at a moment’s notice 
with our agile production line. Furthermore, we also have the 
experience to process a wide range of species.

“These include Dark Uniform Colour (DUC) Meranti, Meranti 
Seraya, Meranti Nemesu, Meranti Bukit, Red Balau, Nyatoh, 
Kembang Semangkok, Kedondong, Melunak, Merbau, 
Mengkulang, Bekak, Surian Batu and Keruing.”

The capability of Pine Horizon to produce sawntimber from 
an extensive list of species provides a peace of mind to its 
customers in their sourcing of various products to meet the 
demand of their buyers globally. The quality of its products is 
recognised internationally, and which are exported across five 
continents, namely, North America, Europe, Africa, Asia and 
Australia. 

“Pine Hoizon has adopted the 5S system to improve 
organisational efficiency and is moving towards lean 
manufacturing best practices. We recognise that automation 
and mechanisation is the way forward and is working on 
retrofitting our production floor such as automating the side 
plate adjustors of bandsaws as well as using laser guided beams 
on cross cut machines,” says Mr. Lim.

Pine Horizon

Advocating 
for quality and 
sustainable 
timber

30

INDUSTRY FOCUS 

May-June 2021 Timber Malaysia



31

In addition, Pine Horizon has also adopted Environmental, Social 
and Governance (ESG) best practices and has taken proactive 
steps in playing a role to ensure that the Malaysian timber 
industry continues to flourish and remains sustainable to meet 
the worldwide demand for timber materials. 

“To meet these corporate responsibilities, our company took the 
initiative to be certified as a holder of the Programme for the 
Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) Chain of Custody 
through compliance with the Malaysian Timber Certification 
Scheme (MTCS). A well-established Due Diligence System is 
crucial to prevent controversial timber from entering the supply 
chain of the company.

“These strategies are part of the company’s long-term plan to 
encourage the adoption of more sustainable timber in both global 
and domestic market. Green Building Index (GBI) has even listed 
sustainable timber as one of its Assessment Criteria. 

INDUSTRY FOCUS 

“As public awareness on sustainability is heightening alongside 
with the demand for greener building materials to support the 
rapid property development, it has given timber an advantage 
over other materials which are mined either on-shore or off-
shore and, unfortunately, could never be replenished.”

“Moreover, the carbon footprint of timber products from cradle 
to grave is also proven to be much lower than other building 
materials. Hence, proper forest management would allow 
forest areas to be reforested upon the completion of selective 
harvesting to ensure continuous timber supply for future 
generations,” explains Mr. Lim. 
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Striving for excellence has always been a top priority for Ever 
Prime Timber Industry Products Sdn Bhd (EPtimber). Founded 
in the 1970s and under the stewardship of its late CEO, Mr. Kam 
Lai and a team of high calibre directors, EPtimber has established 
a robust portfolio consisting of several flagship products and 
brands that has brought the company to the international arena.

Operating out of 15 acres of production facilities in Gemas, 
Negeri Sembilan, EPtimber offers a wide variety of Builder’s 
Carpentry and Joinery (BJC) timber products, which are 
exported to various destinations worldwide including Australia, 
China, Czech Republic, Japan, Korea, Russia and India.

“An efficient supply chain management, state-of-the-art 
machinery and technological expertise accumulated from 
decades of dedication in the industry have enabled EPtimber 
to keep its competitive edge. These operational strengths are 
complemented by dedicated marketing endeavours to ensure 
constant progress and growth.

“Besides which, EPtimber’s heritage is deeply rooted in 
traditional practices such as maximizing yields from raw 
materials, production of high value-added wood products, 
effective two-way communication between stakeholders and 
impeccable cost management,” says Company Director, Ms. 
Celeste Kam, who took over from her late father, Mr. Kam Lai, 
in 2013.

EPtimber’s production setup includes a timber pressure 
chemical treatment facility, two lines of finger-joint imported 
machineries to maximize material’s yield of recovery by finger-
jointing short material into long planks and five units of full-
size automated kiln-drying chambers, which can accommodate 
100 tons of sawntimber for each full-load conduction. 

A cold-pressed lamination machine and another high-frequency 
lamination machine ensure the production of good quality 
lamination boards achieved by using a high-quality adhesive 
that is well-accepted worldwide, especially by the Japanese and 
American markets.

The company’s well-organised downstream production 
comprises state-of-the-art moulders, precision machineries, 
custom tooling equipment, sanding machines and other 

EPtimber 

Primed for success
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equipment to achieve highest efficiency and provide optimum 
quality products for its buyers.

EPtimber also pays close attention to its packaging and 
warehousing facilities. Its numerous types of packaging methods 
have been tailored for each product’s specific packaging and goods 
protection requirements. Its five huge warehouses can contain 
more than 1,000 tons of timber materials at any one time to meet 
demand and contracted orders. 

In terms of quality control, a team of quality checking and 
repairing staff is assigned for each consignment of EPtimber’s 
wide variety of timber products including decking, which carries 
well-known trademarks such as DECK CLIC and DEC+KING 
PREMIUM. Balau is the popular species used for these high-
quality decking products and systems.

Besides which, EPtimber also produces finger-jointed-lamination 
board, solid-laminated-board as well as timber staircase treads 

from the latter. The popular species for these products are 
Durian, Kembang Semangkok (“Malaysian-Oak”), Balau and 
Kempas. 

As part of a business strategy, Ms. Kam has for the past two 
years focused more into certain aspects of the company’s 
operations such as kiln drying, pressure treatment, raw material 
purchasing, trading and warehousing. Her OEM processes 
including planking, moulding, finger-jointing and sanding are 
contracted to a close business associate.

Ms. Kam was 24 years old and newly graduated from college 
when she joined her father in the company. On what keeps her 
going in an industry that has been traditionally male dominated, 
she shares: “It’s all about passion plus the desire to succeed. I am 
grateful for being a handful of ladies who have been given this 
opportunity. To repay my father for his trust in me, failure is the 
last thing on my mind.” 
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With an impressive customer profile ranging from private homes 
to cafés and restaurants, business centres as well as hotels and 
resorts spread across Malaysia and overseas including Sri Lanka 
and the Maldives, Tropical I Sdn Bhd has positioned itself as 
a leading designer and manufacturer of various categories of 
indoor and outdoor furniture. 

Having accumulated more than 30 years of experience in 
furniture manufacturing, Tropical I is able to fulfil the needs 
of its customers’ strict requirements and personal tastes. The 
company emphasizes on excellent service and professional 
support to complement their customers’ environment, feelings, 
cultures, location, space and design preference.

Managing Director, Mr. Ng. Joon Beng spells out the company’s 
recipe of success: “We are guided by our main core values of 
Integrity, Creativity, Reliability, Flexibility and Functionality. 
Backed by an experienced team in production and professional 
designing of furniture, we are well known for our high-quality 
custom-made furniture that meets our customers’ requirements.

“We offer optimum combination of aesthetics, varieties, 
dimensions, functionalities, and prices for the furniture we 

produce. From modern to traditional designs, minimal to 
intricate details, muted to vibrant colours, compact to spacious 
sizes, we offer practically every type of furniture to match your 
interior design. 

“Our clients can find solutions for all types of spaces including 
bedrooms, kitchens, passages, living rooms, dining and study 
areas, balconies, guest rooms, entry foyers, bars as well as for 
the outdoors. One can also easily get products such as room 
dividers, corner storage units and various types of furniture via 
our online shopping platform.”

Among the resort and hotel clients of Tropical I are Berjaya 
resorts (Langkawi, Tioman, Penang and Redang), Shangri-la’s 
Rasa Sayang Resort & Spa (Penang), The Andaman (Langkawi), 
Double Tree by Hilton (Johor Bahru), Hyatt Regency (Kuantan), 
Four Points by Sheraton (Penang), Holiday Inn (Melaka), Club 

Tropical I

Designer furniture 
manufacturer
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Med Kani (Maldives) and Shangri-la Hambantota Resort & Spa 
(Sri Lanka).  

D’Italiane Kitchen (Paradigm Mall), Shook! (Starhill Gallery), 
Cosans Coffee (SohoKL), Arme Bar & Coffee (KL City Centre), 
Sushi Tei (NU Sentral), Modesto’s (Petaling Jaya), Chatterbox 
(Mont Kiara), Soju (KL Pavilion), Pizzeria (Langkawi), The Loaf 
(Bukit Bintang) and Zouk (Kuala Lumpur) are some of the 
restaurants and cafes featuring Tropical I’s tasteful interior 
designs and furniture.

Tropical I’s creativity and furniture also adorn the interior and 
exterior spaces of landed properties and high-rises such as 
the Oliq Damansara (Petaling Jaya), One Central Park (Kuala 

Lumpur), Acoris (Mont Kiara), The Reach Condominium 
(Titiwangsa), Setia Ecohill (Semenyih), The Zizz Residence 
(Damansara Damai) and The Leafz Condo (Sungai Besi).

“We manage all our projects professionally and with good 
governance, be they one-off orders or turn-key projects. We 
have successfully completed more than 50 projects for corporate 
groups, companies as well as individual clients and are always 
seeking new business opportunities,” says Mr. Ng, whose 
factories and showrooms are situated in Rawang, Selangor.

Given the extent of the company’s clientele, there is a good 
chance that the next piece of furniture one lays his or her hands 
on or owns could be a product of Tropical I. 
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A proven track record of consistently supplying high-quality 
timber products for over 40 years has made Victory Enterprise 
Sdn. Bhd. a trusted supplier to its many buyers locally and overseas 
as well as being a major player in the Malaysian timber industry. 

Established in 1980, Victory Enterprise operates on a 100,000m2 
site in Klang, Selangor, with total production capacity of 10 
million linear feet of mouldings per month, earning the company 
a reputation as a leading manufacturer and exporter of truck 
flooring, and door and window components.

Other timber products such as laminated scantlings, finger-jointed 
and laminated products, panels, and premium quality sawntimber 
also feature dominantly in the company’s list of manufactured 
and exported items, mainly to countries in Europe and the United 
States of America.

Says its Managing Director, Mr. Ricky Yap: “At the heart of our 
business lies the aim to provide a consistent supply of high-
quality products. Our focus on quality assurance and excellent 
finishing, coupled with competitive pricing make Victory 
Enterprise your ideal supplier for value, quality and reliability in 
fulfilling your timber sourcing needs.

“Our competitive edge lies on us being well-equipped with high 
performance German and Japanese machinery, hence, our 
reputation for quality assurance and customer satisfaction is 
unsurpassed in the industry. Our focus is simple; to produce 
products of the highest quality while ensuring our customers 
value for their money.” 

Victory 
Enterprise 
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Our premium quality sawntimber has also earned the confidence 
of overseas buyers. Top quality sawntimber from our very own in-
house sawmills coupled with stringent quality control ensure that 
only the best is delivered to our customers, says Mr. Yap, adding 
that the main species supplied are Dark Red Meranti, Keruing, 
Gerutu, Melunak, Merbau, Mengkulang and Kembang Semangkok. 

In 1993, Victory Enterprise became a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Minho (M) Sdn Bhd, one of the largest custom kiln-drying 
plants in Malaysia, of which Mr. Yap himself is one of the co-
founders. Being closely associated with Minho, established in 1977, 
provides Victory Enterprise access to state-of-the-art kilning and 
preservative treatment facilities. 

With his personal experience and expertise in kiln drying 
technology and processes, Victory Enterprise’s buyers are assured 
of the quality of their kiln-dried timber. 

“As Chairman of the Timber Kilning Association of Selangor for 
15 years, I’ve been promoting the value add of kiln drying to the 
wood-based industry throughout the country. This is to ensure 
that buyers get their timber which have been kiln-dried to the 
right requirements,” concludes Mr. Yap who had also served as 
Chairman of the Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery Council 
from 2008-2012.    
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Golden Pharos Berhad (GPB) has been listed on the Main Board of 
Bursa Malaysia since 1993 and is owned by the Terengganu State 
Government. The group is primarily engaged in forest concession 
management, harvesting and distribution of timber, sawmilling 
and processing of wood-based products, and the manufacturing 
and sales of architectural panel glass.

Headquartered in Kuala Terengganu, the capital of this East Coast 
state in Peninsular Malaysia, GPB is a long-standing supplier of 
timber to the local construction sector with its group earnings 
supplemented by exports of timber and glass products to the 
United Kingdom, East Asia, Southeast Asia, Australia, New 
Zealand and other parts of Europe.

Elaborating on the group’s wood-based activities, Group CEO, 
Dato’ Ahmad Nadzarudin Abdul Razak says: “We have four main 
wood-based subsidiaries, namely, Kumpulan Pengurusan Kayu-
Kayan Trengganu Sdn Bhd (KPKKT), Pesama Timber Corporation 
Sdn Bhd (Pesama), Pesaka Trengganu Bhd (Pesaka) and Permint 
Plywood Sdn Bhd (PPSB). 

“KPKKT is the group’s timber concession management for 129,143 
ha of rich natural tropical rainforest in Terengganu, of which, 
108,900 ha are at the Dungun Timber Complex (DTC) in Dungun 
and 20,243 ha at Cherul Forest Concession (CFC) in Kemaman. 
There are six Permanent Reserved Forests (PRF) at DTC while the 
CFC forms part of the Cherul PRF.

“KPKKT practises Sustainable Forest Management (SFM), which 
is guided by a Selective Management System (SMS) that is in line 
with the principles and requirements of the Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC) and Malaysian Criteria and Indicators (MC&I) for 
Forest Management Certification (Natural Forest).” 

On 21 April 2008, KPKKT was awarded the FSC Certification 
for well-managed forests under the purview of the Scientific 
Certification Systems (SCS). SCS conducts third-party auditing 
and certification of forest management operations throughout the 
world. Since then, KPKKT has successfully complied with the SCS-
FSC Interim Standard for Forest Management Certification in 
Malaysia Version 5.0.2014 and is certified until 27 February 2024.

Adds Dato’ Ahmad Nadzarudin: “Pesama was established in 
1973 and is located at the Jakar Industrial Area in Chukai, 
Kemaman covering an area of about 12 ha. Pesama has an 

Golden 
Pharos
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experienced workforce of more than 200 workers in managing its 
principal activities of sawmilling, moulding, kiln drying and wood 
treatment. 

“Pesama’s products are derived from a reliable supply of raw 
materials from the group’s forest concessions and backed by 
internationally recognised certifications to maintain the highest 
level of quality standards for its products and services.”

Pesaka has a similar portfolio as Pesama with activities in 
sawmilling, kiln drying and wood treatment at its plant located in 
Bukit Besi, Dungun. Established in 1965, it now employs more than 
280 workers. Its sawmill operates with a unit of breakdown and 
two units of pony-saws fed by fully automatic carriages, for cutting 
logs into flitches. 

“These timber blocks, now convenient enough to be handled, move 
on to 15 units of re-saws and 18 units of cross-cut saws. Our well-
equipped sawmill has an average output of 3,500m3 of sawntimber 
a month,” shares Dato’ Ahmad Nadzarudin.

PPSB, operating from Bandar Al-Muktafi Billah Shah in Dungun, 
started operations in May 1983 for the production and sale of 
plywood. The plywood factory has a production capacity of about 

5,000m3 per month. PPSB produced different grades of plywood 
mainly used in the housing and furniture industry and exported to 
the United Kingdom, Hong Kong and Singapore.

To maximize the value of the group’s wood residue, PPSB started 
producing woodchips in June 2016. The company is in the process 
of refurbishing its factory and will restart producing veneer 
and plywood, the production of which has been strategically 
suspended, once all the relevant processes have been completed.

“We guarantee our customers the most innovative products 
available, prompt delivery and with particular attention on 
excellent quality and services. These are our core values that 
have kept Golden Pharos in the local and global timber and other 
business arenas for almost three decades,” says Dato’ Ahmad 
Nadzarudin who also sits on the MTC Board of Trustees. 

In terms of inspirational achievements, GPB was nominated in 
April 2020 as a finalist at the Asia Sustainability Reporting Awards 
2019 in two categories: Asia’s Best Sustainability Report within 
the Annual Report and Public Sector. In October 2020, GPB was 
awarded the Company of the Year (Logging & Sawmill) Award 
by CSR Malaysia. These achievements have further built GPB’s 
confidence to stimulate the group’s growth momentum. 
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Malaysian public-listed Dominant Enterprise Berhad (DEB) is 
proud to have 13 subsidiaries under its wings that are, among 
others, involved in the manufacturing of environmentally 
friendly engineered wood mouldings, laminated wood panel 
products as well as the distribution and export of a wide range of 
wood products worldwide.

Detailing the structure of the group, DEB Managing Director Mr. 
Owee says: “The history of the group stems from its distribution 
operation in Singapore under Akati Impex Pte Ltd (AIPL), which 
commenced operations in 1992, mainly supplying plywood and 
other wood-based products to the local building industry and 
furniture manufacturers. 

“With growing business opportunities in Malaysia buoyed by the 
property market boom, the group subsequently ventured into the 
Malaysian market in 1993 and set up its first operation in Kuala 
Lumpur with the incorporation of Ikta Sdn Bhd (ISB). In the 
same year, Combi Trading Sdn Bhd (CTSB) was incorporated and 
started its operation in Johor Bahru to tap into the markets in 
the southern region of Peninsular Malaysia. Later in 1993, AIPL, 
CTSB and ISB were consolidated under DEB as wholly owned 
subsidiaries.”

At various stages throughout a 10-year period, Johor-based 
DEB which is headquartered in Johor Bahru, has through ISB 
and CTSB expanded strategically to other states in 

Peninsular Malaysia by setting up business stations in Muar, 
Butterworth, Kuantan and Kota Bharu. At present, the group 
has established a comprehensive distribution network in the 
peninsula.

Subsequently, in 1994, based on the favourable prospects 
of the global building industry and furniture market, the 
group incorporated Premier Woodprofile Sdn Bhd (PWSB) to 
undertake the manufacturing of primed MDF mouldings and 
wrapped mouldings. The products are environmentally friendly 
and exported to over 20 countries around the world.

Then, in 2000, Bripanel Industries Sdn Bhd (BISB) was set up 
to produce laminated wood panel for the manufacturing of 
knockdown furniture components. BISB is strategically located 
in Muar, Johor which is the furniture hub of Malaysia.

Dominant 
Enterprise
Promoting 
environmentally 
friendly engineered 
wood products
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To further expand its product range and tap on the existing 
distribution network, DEB decided in 2001 to acquired Jurihan 
Sdn Bhd (JSB), a company which is principally engaged in 
the distribution of printed wood panel products and building 
materials to the building industry, local furniture industry as well 
as other industry related wholesalers.

To further expand market share in Malaysia, DEB acquired a 
majority stake in Kim Guan Impex Sdn Bhd (KGISB) in 2004. 
This represents an expansion of DEB’s wood panel products 
distribution market into East Malaysia.

As part of DEB’s globalisation plan, in early 2005, AIPL set up a 
representative office in the city of Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam to better 
service potential customers in Vietnam. In particular, with the 
booming furniture manufacturing industry in Vietnam, the new 
representative office hopes to ride on this growth pattern.

In view of the success of BISB in Muar, Johor as well as the 
growing demand for laminated wood panel products, another 

production line was set up in Butterworth in 2005 under 
Ecopanel Industries Sdn Bhd (EISB). At the same time, DEB also 
expanded its distribution operations to Australia via its new 
subsidiary, Green Panel Pty Ltd (GPPL).

EISB added another production line in Sungai Buloh in 2011 to 
cater for the demand in central Peninsular Malaysia. This became 
the sixth production laminated line of DEB. In the same year, 
PWSB added another three wrapping lines to increase the total to 
six production lines. 

“Since its inception, the Dominant group has been governed by 
its core values. They shape the culture and define the values and 
ethics of our company. These simple, yet powerful values have 
continually guided our decision making. With the expansion 
of the group’s business, DEB is optimistic about its long-term 
prospects and will actively explore the overseas markets to 
further improve the profitability of the group,” Mr. Owee adds. 
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Malaysia-born architect, Ken Yeh, proudly recalls 
the occasion when his Sydney-based firm, Marra 
+ Yeh Architects, was awarded the International 
Architecture Award 2014 in Darwin, Australia. 
His winning project, Shelter@Rainforest, is a small 
building located in the remote highland jungle of 
Sabah. Designed to provide shelter for the staff of 
a private forestry company, Shelter@Rainforest 
is based on a low-cost, self-sufficient and smart 
design, and blends in with its natural and beautiful 
surroundings. Ken shares his endeavour and 
achievement with TIMBER MALAYSIA. 

Shelter@Rainforest is part of a master plan for sustainable building 
and living. It is the prototype home for a series of new buildings for a 
community of workers in a forestry concession in Sabah. The plan, by 
architects Marra + Yeh, is about much more than designing climate 
sensitive buildings, it is also a project in ecological education and 
responsible living. 

Shelter is located in a remote inland location five hours’ drive from 
the state’s capital, Kota Kinabalu. The local climate is highland 
tropical, with hot humid days and cool nights, torrential rains, and 
a rugged and difficult terrain. The project was commissioned by a 
private forestry company that controls 100,000 hectares of forest for 
a period of 99 years under a system of sustainable reforestation.

For two architects (Ken and his wife-cum-business partner Carol 
Marra) committed to designing communities and buildings that 
create opportunities for more ecologically sustainable living, the 
project was particularly challenging but important. “Unless we are 
willing to stick our necks into a complex situation, we cannot drive 
the ecological agenda, especially in places where our expertise is 
simply not available,” explains Ken.

From the beginning, this project was about how to create a new, 
environmentally aware community culture that better values and 
makes the most of local resources. A building is just a building, 
what is important is giving people the skills and knowledge to 
change their ways.

Shelter@
Rainforest
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Shelter@Rainforest is part of a masterplan for sustainable building and living.
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Shelter is designed as two similar-sized units bisected by a dog run, which links the verandah.

May-June 2021 Timber Malaysia

A cool view of the exterior from the dining area. Source: MTC Image Bank.
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(Above): Carol and Ken enjoying the view of the surrounding greens from the Shelter. 

(Below): Shelter is on one level the house of a family and their guests.
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Locally produced plywood was used as cladding for the walls and floor.

May-June 2021 Timber Malaysia

The existing housing for company employees was built 35 years ago 
and had mostly become shanty housing. Leading a team of experts, 
including an anthropologist, a botanist and a structural engineer, 
the architects borrowed from local wisdom to design new dwellings, 
offices and community buildings. 

Traditional buildings in the region are longhouses placed on ridges to 
make the most of cooling winds that run up the ridge and “explode” 
in the house. 

Shelter is designed as two similar-sized units bisected by a dog run, 
which links the verandah. All the services, including an indoor 
kitchen, outdoor kitchen, water tanks and the solar PV system are 
grouped together.

At its core, Shelter is an exercise in zero waste. The building was a way 
of changing the mindset of its occupants at a slow pace, referring to 
the team of local workers who would build, live in and maintain the 
village over years to come. Everything has value and you don’t waste 
it so you have to think of what you’re doing with it. 

Locally harvested and milled timber was used as the main building 
material. This was constrained to just two small-section sizes, 100 
x50mm and 50 x 50mm, to maximise the yield of usable timber per 
tree and solve logistical challenges such as the necessary manual 
handling of all building materials. 

Locally produced plywood was used as cladding for the walls and 
floors and to create a diaphragm for the building. To keep the build 
process simple for the unskilled building team, the dwelling is made 
up of modular designs that use only full, half or quarter sheets of ply. Walkway in front of the rooms. Source: MTC Image bank.



Flooring made from locally harvested and milled timber. Source: MTC Image Bank. 
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Being hands-on throughout the project, the architects were able 
to select timber from particular sources knowing how it had been 
harvested and processed.

The architecture also combined local materials and labour with 
a high degree of structural engineering knowledge and modern 
jointing techniques such as steel bolts and plates were used to ensure 
accuracy and structural integrity. This also allows components to be 
individually replaced and repaired overtime.

The project involved more than clever architectural solutions. Partway 
through, the team built charcoal kilns to make use of the waste 
branches discarded from logging operations. Combined with bio waste 
as a fertiliser, the charcoal nourishes the nutrient-poor soil in food 
gardens and excess charcoal is used in rocket stoves for cooking.

Rainwater is also harvested and reused and a blackwater system feeds 
a biogas plant to produce methane that is piped into the kitchens as 
fuel. The biogas and solar panel systems were important to reduce the 
community’s reliance on LPG and diesel that has had to be trucked 
into the village.

Shelter is on one level the house of a family and their guests, 
sharing the long verandah where conversation is the only form of 
entertainment. On another level, it is a symbol of craft, care and 
environmental stewardship. 

Photography: Mara+Yeh Architects & Brett Boardman.

The dwelling is made up of modular designs.
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Know Your Timber
Kapur
The Standard Malaysian Name for the timber of Dryobalanops spp.(Dipterocarpaceae).
 Major species include D. aromatica, D. beccarii, D. keithii, D. lanceolata, 
D. oblongifolia and D. rappa. The sapwood is yellowish brown and sharply defined from 
the heartwood, which is reddish brown.

Density
The timber is a Medium Hardwood with a density of 580-820 kg/m3 air dry.

Texture
Texture is moderately coarse and even with straight or shallowly interlocked or sometimes 
deeply interlocked grain.

Strength Properties

Machining Properties

Main Uses
The timber is suitable for medium construction, posts, beams, joists, rafters, door and window frames and sills, fender supports, flooring, 
staircase, vehicle bodies (framework, floorboards and planking), ship and boat building (keels, keelsons and framework), plywood, 
laboratory benches and railway sleepers. 

Source: A Dictionary of Malaysian Timbers.

Species Test 
 

Modulus of 

(MPa) 

Modulus 
of Rupture 

(MPa) 

Compression 
parallel to 

grain (MPa) 

Compression 
perpendicular 

to grain 
(MPa) 

Shear 
strength 

(MPa) 

 Green 15,900 84 46.5 4.2 8.4 

Air dry 18,700 114 61.7 5.5 10.5 

D. oblongifolia Green 13,200 73 39.2 5.1 8.1 

Air dry - - - - - 

Species Tested Test 
 

Sawing Planing Boring Turning 
Re-sawing Cross-

 
Ease of 
planing 

Quality of 
 

Ease of 
boring 

Quality 
 

Ease of 
turning 

Quality of 
 

D.  Green moderately 
easy 

easy easy moderately 
smooth 

easy smooth - - 

Air dry easy easy easy moderately 
smooth 

easy smooth easy moderately 
smooth 

D. oblongifolia Green easy to 
slightly 

 

easy easy rough easy smooth - - 

Air dry slightly 
 

easy easy smooth easy smooth easy moderately 
smooth 
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Sky House – Transforming 
the Sydney terrace

Sky House takes its name from the very large (6m x4m) operable roof window at its centre. 
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Sky House in Sydney, Australia was created for a family of 
five wanting to consolidate two adjoining terraces to create 
a contemporary, flexible and sustainable house. In initial 
conversations, they expressed an ambition to approach 
environmental design in a holistic manner rather than by adding 
a disconnected list of features.

They envisage this as their home for the next 20 years or more, and 
require that it accommodates family changes (including potentially 
accommodating aging parents, an au pair, university aged children 
in a self-contained area, and/or a potential income stream).

The family’s attachment to their neighbourhood, and their desire 
to remain in the community as their children grow up called for 
a house with inbuilt flexibility and adaptability, to easily respond 
to changing circumstances over time. 

Sky House takes its name from the very large (6m x4m) operable 
roof window at its centre, key to the functional operation of a 
climatic adaptability approach. The house addresses living in 
the age of climate change and is part of an ongoing search to 
create climate-responsive buildings, an inquiry pursued by the 
architects through research, teaching and practice. 

The atrium is a climatic device carefully calibrated to the natural 
environment and is also the primary space organiser. It separates 
private and public spaces and creates a vertical connection 
between levels, giving every room cross ventilation, natural light 
and a connection to the outdoors.   

The atrium single-handedly solves many of the typical problems 
encountered in terrace houses. Comfort is achieved through the 
seamless combination of sustainable design and building technology. 
This approach was validated during recent summer heatwaves, when 
the clients reported that being inside felt like occupying an air-
conditioned space, although it is only naturally cooled.

The sky-window is a high-performance custom-made element 
integrated with an external sunshade screen, resulting in multiple 
open/close combinations, therefore acting as the primary climate-
modulator on both a daily and seasonal basis.

An additional retractable shade system over the rear deck provides 
a protected outdoor kitchen and sitting area. Sustainable design 
also incorporates green roofs, a vegetable garden and rainwater 
harvesting. 

Local timbers were used, with Eucalyptus plywood featuring 
prominently throughout the house, due to its durability, strength and 
aesthetic qualities.

The Sky House is a sustainable house transforming the Sydney 
terrace into an experience of the seasons, welcoming in the 
clouds, the trees and the sky, creating a unique connection with 
the elements of nature.

Photography: Mara+Yeh Architects & Brett Boardman.
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Eucalyptus plywood features prominently throughout the house.

 The sky-window acts as the primary climate modulator on both a daily and seasonal basis.
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Completing the agenda proved challenging, nonetheless. Some 
agenda items, including the discussion of the terms of reference and 
modus operandi of the Big Cats Task Force and the intersessional 
working group on stocks and stockpiles (elephant ivory), were 
postponed due to lack of time.

Much discussion around the pandemic has focused on the potential 
role of illegal wildlife trade. But it is just as critical to think of the 
risks and vulnerabilities caused by large-scale legal wildlife trade. The 
legal wildlife trade is the backbone of the Convention. As such, the 
intersessional working group on the role of CITES in reducing the risk 
of future zoonotic disease emergence associated with international 
wildlife trade due to report back at SC74 will be key to understanding 
whether CITES has a role to play in reducing the threat of coronavirus 
pandemics. 

And the answer may well be yes. Most countries do not have an 
agency dedicated to comprehensively screening wildlife imports 
for diseases. Participants think this, as well as bans on high-risk 
wet markets, stricter regulations on certain captive breeding 
programmes, wildlife trade and consumption, are some of the issues 
that the working group could address to ensure the implementation 
of the Convention. Given the current global situation, many 
expressed hope that the working group will find its bearings quickly 
to enable it to promptly start its work on this pressing issue.  

Source: IISD/ENB.

CITES SC73
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For the first time in its history, the Standing Committee of the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES SC73) convened online, from 5-7 May 2021. 
The meeting was originally scheduled for October 2020 but was 
postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The SC provides policy guidance to the Secretariat on the 
implementation of the Convention, oversees the management of 
the Secretariat’s budget, and coordinates the work of the other 
committees and working groups. The work of SC73 will feed into  
the 19th meeting of the Conference of the Parties, which is  
expected to convene in 2022.

During the three-day meeting, SC73 considered:
• the Rules of Procedure in an online context;
• CITES input to the post-2020 global biodiversity framework,  
 emphasizing that CITES views should be considered in the  
 negotiations on the post-2020 global biodiversity framework;
• the African Carnivores Initiative and the linkages between  
 CITES and the Convention on Migratory Species of Wild  
 Animals, agreeing to establish an intersessional working group,  
 aiming to make recommendations to the June 2021 meeting of  
 the Animals Committee;
• implications of the COVID-19 pandemic on the implementation  
 of the Convention;
• a report by Madagascar on its implementation of  
 Resolution Conf. 11.9 (Rev. CoP18) on conservation  
 of and trade in tortoises and freshwater turtles, agreeing  
 to recommendations directed to the Secretariat, Madagascar,  
 parties, intergovernmental and non-governmental   
 organizations implementing programmes in Madagascar; and
• a risk analysis for future meetings of the Standing Committee  
 and three different scenarios for its 74th meeting.

Due to time constraints, SC73 was not able to consider all agenda 
items. SC Chair Carolina Caceres proposed, and everyone agreed:
• the intersessional working group on stocks and stockpiles  
 (elephant ivory), chaired by the European Union (EU),  
  would continue its work and report back to SC74;
• the Secretariat would post the draft terms of reference and  
 modus operandi for the Big Cats Task Force on the CITES  
 website and provide an intersessional review with an updated  
 document to be considered by the SC at a future point;
• the working group on annotations to the CITES Appendices  
 would report to SC74; and
• the agenda item on the guidance for the publication of the  
 Appendices would be deferred to SC74. 

During nine hours of meetings spread over three days, the first CITES 
SC to be held online turned out to be the most attended and proved 
that while physical meetings are still the preferred option, online 
formats can provide inclusion and transparency, while addressing 
complex issues.

SC Chair Carolina Caceres, Canada, and CITES Secretary-General 
Ivonne Higuero leading discussions. . Photo credit: IISD/ENB.

May-June 2021 Timber Malaysia



51

With one crucial item on the agenda, parties and stakeholders 
convened online for the Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of the Parties 
to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone 
Layer (ExMOP 4). The COVID-19 pandemic delayed negotiations 
on the replenishment of the Multilateral Fund for Implementation 
of the Montreal Protocol for the period 2021-2023, but some donor 
countries are required by domestic financial regulations to make 
payments for their fiscal year by the end of June 2021. 

At this one-day meeting on 21May 2021, parties needed to take 
a decision that would facilitate these payments and ensure the 
continued functioning of the Multilateral Fund during 2021. Parties 
based their discussions on a conference room paper submitted 
by Australia, the European Union, New Zealand, and Norway, 
which proposed, inter alia, that any contributions made in advance 
of the 2021-2023 replenishment decision should count toward 
future contributions and should not affect the overall level of the 
replenishment or the agreed level of contributions by parties.

Discussions were swift, with many parties emphasizing the 
importance of funding for implementation of the Montreal Protocol, 
and parties adopted a decision on this issue and closed the meeting 
within 90 minutes.

The following day, delegates convened online for the first part of the 
43rd meeting of the Open-ended Working Group (OEWG) of the 
Parties to the Montreal Protocol. Over two days, parties discussed 
the scope and content of guidance to the Technology and Economic 
Assessment Panel (TEAP) Replenishment Task Force on further work 
on its replenishment report.

While parties engaged in extensive preparation for both ExMOP 4 
and OEWG 43 in an online forum for exchange of comments and 
information ahead of the meetings, reaching agreement at the 
OEWG meeting was significantly more challenging. Despite efforts to 
achieve a compromise on possible elements of guidance to the TEAP, 
parties were only able to agree on an updated report, rather than a 
more comprehensive supplemental report.

Montreal Protocol 
ExMOP-4 and OEWG43

GLOBAL COMMUNITY

 OEWG 43 will reconvene virtually in July 2021 to discuss two technical issues.
Photo credit: IISD/ENB.

OEWG 43 highlighted some of the challenges of virtual negotiations, 
where time is limited, internet connections can be unreliable, and 
communications are constrained. The task of achieving consensus 
on complicated issues seems to be even greater when delegates are 
meeting across time zones and have little opportunity to exchange 
views more informally. While not all delegates achieved their 
preferred outcome, they did achieve consensus on some elements of 
a critical and multifaceted issue, perhaps learning lessons that will 
inform future negotiations.

Over 300 participants joined each meeting, including parties, 
observers, and experts representing the TEAP. 

Delegates’ work during ExMOP 4 and OEWG 43 will have direct 
impacts on upcoming negotiations on replenishment of the 
Multilateral Fund. Successful negotiations are crucial to effective 
implementation of the Montreal Protocol, and parties will rely on the 
work of the TEAP to inform their deliberations. Having a clear and 
robust assessment of funding needs will be essential to facilitating 
agreement on this complex, multifaceted issue, especially if delegates 
are working virtually. 

At the start of both ExMOP 4 and OEWG 43, Executive Secretary 
Megumi Seki encouraged delegates to engage in discussions with 
flexibility and in the spirit of compromise, noting that online 
negotiations may be necessary for the foreseeable future. In July, 
OEWG 43 will reconvene virtually to discuss two technical issues: 
energy efficiency and unexpected emissions of the ozone-depleting 
substance CFC-11. 

Later this year, parties will convene for the combined meetings of the 
resumed 12th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Vienna 
Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer (part I) and the 
thirty-third Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol. Over 
a year into the pandemic, parties will find it increasingly difficult to 
postpone negotiations of complex issues, and will need to draw on 
their growing experience with virtual collaboration to ensure that 
these meetings can reach a successful conclusion.  

Source: IISD/ENB.
Over 300 participants joined each meeting. Photo credit: IISD/ENB.
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Green Future Week convened from 24-29 May 2021 in a virtual 
format due to the COVID-19 pandemic. It was organised by P4G 
(Partnering for Green Growth and the Global Goals 2030) and hosted 
by the Republic of Korea (ROK), featured partnerships and solutions 
for climate action and sustainable development, with a view to 
promoting implementation of targets under the Paris Agreement on 
climate change and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The week of events took place in the wake of the Leaders Summit on 
Climate, hosted by US President Joe Biden in April 2021, when 40 
countries representing some of the world’s highest greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emitters announced ambitious climate commitments and 
ROK pledged to terminate public overseas coal finance.

P4G focuses on public-private partnerships, while making room for 
the voices of civil society, children and youth. Accordingly, Green 
Future Week talks included heads of development banks, CEOs of 
global companies, local government authorities, researchers and 
technical experts, NGO campaigners, and school-age children. In the 
words of one business leader, “Partnership is the new leadership,” and 
Green Future Week showcased a wide variety of partnerships.

Much discussion at Green Future Week focused on how countries 
can reach climate neutrality by 2050 through ramping up their use 
of renewable energy and related technologies for greater energy 
efficiency and resource use. Presentations on this topic highlighted 
the great potential of alternative fuels such as green hydrogen, as 
well as the use of more efficient fuel cell technology and deployment 
in new sectors such as maritime shipping. Speakers shared their 
experiences of prototyping, trialing, and marketing of new products 
and services, noting that strong partnerships and collaboration with 
governments, scientists, and users are essential.

Another prominent theme of Green Future Week was how the world 
can best avoid another global pandemic such as COVID-19. Speakers 
highlighted the need for everyone to employ nature-based solutions 
for a green recovery, with many warning that lifestyle choices such as 
eating less meat, avoiding waste of food and resources, and cleaning 
up the environment of plastic litter will be essential in addition to 
working for large-scale solutions. Sessions on forests and oceans 
were key in highlighting the need for international cooperation to 
restore these habitats for their carbon removal functions, as well as 
to combat the loss of biodiversity. In these sessions, many presenters 

Green Future Week

addressed actions for reforestation and recovery of degraded lands, 
and for tackling the problem of plastic waste and marine plastic litter.

Discussions also focused on how countries can best leverage the 
large amount of public spending currently allocated under pandemic 
recovery packages. An estimated US$16 trillion is available globally, 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to invest in the infrastructure 
and technology that will be needed to truly bend the curve on GHG 
emissions. ROK’s recent Green New Deal was welcomed as a model 
of how public expenditure is being allocated specifically for green 
investments, technology, and international collaboration in areas 
such as development of alternative fuels and smart cities.

In a video message, Carlos Eduardo Correa, Minister of Environment 
and Sustainable Development, Colombia, welcomed all participants 
to the next GYCC meeting, which will take place in Colombia in 2023 
on the theme of deforestation. Yun Sun-Jin, Chair, Commission on 
Sustainable Development, ROK, and incoming Chair of the 2050 
Carbon Neutrality Committee, warmly thanked everyone for their 
support, calling the Future Generations session the most important 
of the Green Future Week’s ten sessions. 

The week closed on a hopeful note, with an array of practical projects 
presented by youth participants from the 2021 Global Youth Climate 
Challenges conference. Many projects employed digital technology 
and online platforms in innovative ways. For example, the Poo-E 
project generates user credits for the use of biodegradable bags to 
collect pet feces, a source of methane, and the Hero4Zero platform 
matches prospective corporate donors with excess stock to dispose of 
with recipients who can use those items. 

Source: IISD/ENB.

Participants showing their carbon neutral pledges. Photo credit: IISD/ENB.
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“We need to engage in inclusive partnerships in which governments, 
businesses, and civil society are part of collective solutions, for 
current and future generations.” These words, featured in the opening 
paragraph of the Seoul Declaration, echoed the statements made 
by the leaders during the course of the 2021 Partnering for Green 
Growth and the Global Goals 2030 (P4G) Seoul Summit.

The Summit convened under the theme “Green Recovery and 2050 
Carbon Neutrality”. It was held using a hybrid format due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, with participants able to attend both in person, 
in Seoul, ROK, as well as online. 

Over the course of the two-day Summit, participants explored 
how these sectors of society can partner together to reach the twin 
goals of an inclusive green recovery and carbon neutrality by 2050. 
Throughout the sessions, leading figures took the stage reiterating the 
importance of public-private partnerships (PPPs) in five key thematic 
areas: water, energy, food and agriculture, cities, and the circular 
economy. They also underscored that the P4G platform is imperative 
to share knowledge and connect potential partners to catalyze the 
necessary action.

Discussions addressed both short- and medium-term actions 
necessary to achieve these goals, with many pointing to the key 
role that renewable energy and energy efficiency can play to enable 
a just transition and a green, inclusive recovery for all. This was 
underscored by the Republic of Korea’s (ROK) announcement that it 
would be ending financing for overseas coal-fired power plants.

Medium-term actions and initiatives focused on innovation and 
exploring new ideas and technologies. These included plans to employ 
green hydrogen as an alternate fuel source, exploring methods 
for greener steel production, carbon-neutral urban mobility, and 
integrating circular economy strategies in national planning.

Many business leaders drew attention to the importance of enabling 
policy environments to allow the private sector to transform to 
more sustainable business models. They also highlighted an array of 
different financing solutions already available, but many, including 
political leaders, drew attention to the financing gap that still must be 
overcome to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The adoption of the Seoul Declaration, during the Leaders’ Dialogue, 
brought all these points together, and reiterated the sense of urgency 

2021 P4G Seoul Summit
GLOBAL COMMUNITY

Panelists during the session on Circular Economy Measures Towards a Zero Waste Society. 
Photo credit: IISD/ENB.

expressed during the Summit. Introducing the Seoul Declaration 
during the closing ceremony, President Moon said now is the time 
for meaningful action and expressed hope that P4G would serve as a 
catalyst for such action. The Declaration calls for, inter alia: 
• an inclusive green recovery from COVID-19 as a progressive  
 strategy that reflects a just transition, taking into   
 account different national circumstances as well as socially and  
 environmentally vulnerable communities; and
• efforts to strengthen the sustainability of the ocean and prevent  
 additional marine pollution. 

The Leaders also, inter alia:
• underscore the importance of PPPs and the potential of those  
 pursued by P4G, including PPPs that scale tangible and market- 
 based solutions;
• acknowledge green recovery should steer efforts to rebuild  
 the economy from the COVID-19 pandemic as well as to limit  
 the temperature increase to well below 2°C aiming for 1.5°C  
 above pre-industrial levels, in line with the Paris Agreement;
• strive to pursue green recovery as an inclusive process that  
 reflects a just transition, taking into account different national  
 circumstances as well as socially and environmentally   
 vulnerable communities;
• welcome the ambitious NDCs already submitted by countries  
 and encourage other countries to submit enhanced NDCs at the  
 earliest possible date;
• encourage energy transitions to ensure ambitious   
 implementation of the Paris Agreement;
• recognize that climate change, desertification   
 and land degradation, and biodiversity loss are three of the 
 greatest environmental challenges of our time and encourage  
 approaches that will help respond to them in a way that  
 maximizes co-benefits and minimizes trade-offs;
• realise that developing new green technologies and scaling  
 up existing ones will expedite progress in achieving net zero   
 emission; and
• will strengthen international cooperation to develop, improve  
 and disseminate such technologies and investment that are  
 necessary to meet the goals of the Paris Agreement.

The Declaration was unanimously adopted. 

Source: IISD/ENB.
The Leaders’ Session in progress. Photo credit: IISD/ENB.
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, no formal meetings of the parties 
to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) took place in 2020. Delegates were not able to engage in 
virtual negotiations, and only met for discussion-centered events, 
namely the June Momentum and the November Climate Dialogues. 

More than one year into the pandemic, parties acknowledged that 
they had little choice but to convene, in a virtual format, to advance 
work and minimize further delays in preparation for Conference of 
the Parties (COP 26), currently scheduled to take place from 1-12 
November 2021, in Glasgow, Scotland, UK.

To account for the challenges and constraints of virtual meetings, 
the Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI) and the Subsidiary 
Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) met for three 
weeks instead of the usual two. The two subsidiary bodies (SBs) held 
plenaries, and mandated and Presidency-led events also took place. 

Crucially, delegates convened informal consultations on a range of 
issues which, under normal circumstances, would have taken place 
in 2020 and 2021. The timing of these informal consultations shifted 
from one week to the next, to accommodate different time zones. 
Discussions on individual items were captured in informal notes 
issued under the authority of the SB Chairs. 

According to the Secretariat’s count, approximately 5,800 delegates 
participated in the meeting, significantly more than the 3,400 
participants at the last meeting of the SBs in Bonn in 2019. Plenaries 
and mandated and Presidency-led events, such on the Paris 
Agreement’s Article 9.5 (ex ante biennial finance communications 
by developed countries) and on the Santiago Network for Loss and 
Damage, were livestreamed and recordings remain available online. 
Informal consultations were open to registered participants only. 
Many of these remained open to accredited observers throughout, 
while others, such as transparency-related discussions, were largely 
closed.

Over 80 sessions of informal consultations took place between 31 
May and 17 June on a total of 22 draft provisional agenda items, 
with some issues being covered by both SBs. Informal notes were 
issued on all items. Elements outlined in the informal notes are 
not exhaustive and have no formal status, but are meant to inform 
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further discussions. The notes’ level of maturity differs, some 
resembling something close to decision text, while others read almost 
like laundry lists of all potential options. One thing countries agree 
on is that considerable work remains to reach agreement on the key 
issues under consideration at COP 26.

During the pandemic, everyone has had to innovate—or make do, 
depending how you look at it. The climate change negotiations are no 
exception. Although the UNFCCC moved from holding impromptu 
virtual events a year ago, to virtual mandated events with some 
informal sessions in the November Climate Dialogues, the climate 
process could no longer put off (somewhat) more formal substantive 
discussions. The informal, virtual meetings made clear that looking 
to Glasgow, positions remain firmly entrenched. The main question, 
as ever, is where the landing zones will be found, and the political 
trade-offs made. But even larger questions loom. Perhaps the biggest 
question on the horizon is can the COP convene in person amid vastly 
uneven vaccination rates and global restrictions on travel?

One thing countries agree on is that considerable work remains to 
reach agreement on the key issues on the agenda at COP 26. The COP 
26 Presidency team will begin a ministerial initiative on Article 6, co-
chaired by Norway and Singapore. The Presidency will also continue 
to hold heads of delegation meetings in July to discuss adaptation and 
loss and damage. The broader way forward, including on whether and 
how further technical negotiations will take place prior to COP 26, 
remains unclear. 

Source: IISD/ENB.

Delegates meeting online for the first day of negotiations. Photo credit: IISD/ENB.
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The 60th meeting of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Council 
adopted a Work Program that includes eight stand-alone full-sized 
projects on international waters, four on biodiversity, three on 
climate change mitigation, and two on chemicals and waste. This 
Work Program, worth USD 281.1 million, represents 7.2% of the 
entire seventh replenishment of the GEF (GEF-7) and delivers full 
achievement of five core GEF-7 indicators.

In addition, the 30th meeting of the Council for the Least Developed 
Countries Fund (LDCF) and Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF) 
adopted a Work Program totaling USD 60.73 million for seven 
projects to address climate change adaptation priorities. The LDCF 
Work Program involves seven LDCs, five of which are accessing the 
LDCF for the first time during the GEF-7 period. The LDCF/SCCF 
Council also approved plans for developing a 2022-2026 climate 
change adaptation strategy for Council endorsement in June 2022.

These projects will contribute to efforts to address the challenges 
Carlos Manuel Rodríguez, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and 
Chairperson of the GEF, laid out in his opening remarks to the 
60th GEF Council meeting. Rodríguez highlighted the need to work 
together to address the “crises in front of us,” including climate 
change, biodiversity and wildlife habitat loss, land degradation, ocean 
pollution and depletion, and dangerous chemicals.

The five Executive Secretaries from the conventions for which the 
GEF serves as a financial mechanism also raised the themes of 
collaboration and the need for synergistic action during a dialogue 
with the GEF Council. GEF CEO Rodríguez noted the timeliness of 
the dialogue given their shared priority of supporting a clean, green, 
and resilient recovery and the GEF’s role in fostering integrated 
action. The Council’s adoption of a decision regarding a long-term 
vision on complementarity, coherence, and collaboration between the 
Green Climate Fund (GCF) and the GEF was also highlighted as an 
important opportunity for collaboration and building synergies.
Rodríguez and Mette Møglestue, Norway and Elected Chairperson 
for 2021, served as the Co-Chairs for the meeting, which took place 
online from 14-18 June 2021.

60th Meeting of   
GEF Council
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In addition to the decisions on the Work Program and collaboration 
with the GCF, the Council agreed to take action on recommendations 
included in several evaluation reports conducted by the Independent 
Evaluation Office (IEO) of the GEF. The Council was also updated on 
the Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel’s (STAP) recent work, its 
evaluation of the GEF Work Program and programming proposals 
for the GEF-8 replenishment, and the STAP’s plans for the coming 
months.  

Carlos Manuel Rodríguez, GEF CEO and Chairperson, opened the 
60th GEF Council Meeting on 14 June 2021, expressing his hope that 
this would be the last virtual Council meeting due to COVID-19. He 
highlighted the need to work together to address “the crises in front 
of us,” including climate change, biodiversity and wildlife habitat 
loss, land degradation, ocean pollution and depletion, and dangerous 
chemicals. 

The CEO suggested that strong political signals coming from political 
leaders, including the G7 Leaders’ Summit that had just concluded, 
are cause for hope. He reported that the first meeting for the GEF-8 
replenishment had discussed how the GEF can scale up action on 
inter-related environmental threats and expressed general support 
for the GEF’s plans and priorities. Rodríguez highlighted that the 
Council will consider the formalization of an agreement for the 
long-term vision on complementarity, coherence, and collaboration 
between the GCF and the GEF, among other agenda items. In 
closing, he reminded participants that the GEF turns 30 in 2021 
and announced a new six-month GEF campaign on the theme 
“ForThePlanet”.  

Rodríguez welcomed Mette Møglestue, Norway, as the Elected 
Chairperson for 2021. She thanked the Council for the confidence 
placed in her.

The Council proceeded to adopt the agenda and convened online for 
over four hours per day to complete its work. The next GEF Council 
meeting will take place in December 2021 and will be preceded by a 
consultation with civil society on the theme, “Engaging Young people 
in promoting GEF’s mission: Youth-led solutions to the planet’s 
environmental crisis”. 

Source: IISD/ENB.
The GEF Council extended its thanks to outgoing Council Member Kordula 

Mehlhart, Germany.. Photo credit: IISD/ENB.
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Malaysia launches  
10-year  
environmental 
sustainability 
strategic      
plan

Malaysia launched its ‘Strategic Plan 2020-2030: Environmental 
Sustainability in Malaysia’, in conjunction with the 2021 World 
Environment Day on 5 June. The 10-year strategic plan was 
unveiled by the Minister of Water and Environment, YB Dato’ 
Sri Tuan Ibrahim Tuan Man, when officiating the national-level 
2021 World Environment Day, themed “Ecosystem Restoration”, 
virtually.

YB Dato’ Sri Tuan Ibrahim said it was a comprehensive 
document in setting clear goals and targets towards achieving 
environmental sustainability by the year 2030. He said that the 
strategic plan, a joint effort between the Water and Environment 
Ministry (KASA) and its agencies, was developed based on three 
main frameworks that translated into KASA’s direction and 
strategy for a period of 10 years from 2020 to 2030. 

“It covers the Malaysia Plan which includes the government’s 
agenda and current policies and also the country’s sustainable 
development agenda through the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG),” the minister said. He hoped that the plan would be used 
as a reference by stakeholders such as the private sector, local 
universities and others to support the ministry’s initiatives so 
that the environment can be well-governed.

KASA, in a statement, said the plan has been drafted and 
implemented since 2020 based on the concept of planetary 
health which includes four main thrusts, namely, empowered 
governance, green growth, strategic collaboration and social 
inclusiveness. The plan has been revised this year by taking into 
account the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic which has an 
impact on the current economic situation.

Besides launching the plan, KASA also organised several online 
activities on environmental conservation via its official social 

media accounts and website to mark World Environment Day 
2021. Celebrated globally on 5 June each year since 1974, World 
Environment Day has been established by the United Nations 
General Assembly to mark the opening of the 1972 Stockholm 
Conference to encourage global awareness and action for the 
environment. 

Source: BERNAMA.
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Largest and oldest 
Chengal tree in Malaysia

The Pasir Raja Forest Reserve in Hulu Dungun, Terengganu, is 
home to the largest and oldest Chengal tree in Malaysia. This tree 
reaches a height of 65 meters and has a 16.75-meter girth and 
average diameter of 5.33 meters. The tree’s age is estimated to be 
1,300 years based on the trees circulation method of the tropic 
area which has growth rings at a rate 0.4 centimeters per annum. 

Located at Gunung Mandi Angin, the tree was first discovered in 
1999 by Mr. Omar Mohamad, a forester with the Terengganu State 
Forestry Department. Research on this tree was conducted by the 
Forestry Department Peninsular Malaysia’s Forest Biodiversity 
Scientific Expedition of Gunung Mandi Angin, Terengganu in 
2004. The tree has also received recognition as the largest tree in 
Malaysia by the Malaysia Book of Records in its 2001 edition.

Since its discovery, the tree has attracted the interest of 
local and international tourists, researchers, nature lovers 
and environmentalists alike. The Terengganu State Forestry 
Department has been keeping a vigilant watch to safeguard its 
“prized” possession by conducting regular surveillance in the forest 
reserve area.  

The natural distribution of Chengal is restricted to Peninsular 
Malaysia, Singapore and Southern Thailand. Chengal is found in 
mixed dipterocarp lowland forests, especially on undulating lands, 
in swampy areas and sometimes in dry areas of swamp forests. In 
Malaysia, a Chengal tree grows in lowland areas less than 1,000 
meters elevation, especially in areas with good water drainage. 
Normally, Chengal trees grow well in the areas that receive rainfall 
more than 2,000 millimetres per year and no drought.

Chengal is the Standard Malaysian Name for the timber of 
Neobalanocarpus heimii (Dipterocarpaceae). The timber is a Heavy 
Hardwood with a density of 915-980 kg/m3 air dry. The timber 
is classified as naturally durable and is normally very resistant to 

termite attack and fungal infestation. The timber is suitable for 
all forms of heavy construction, heavy duty furniture, bridges, 
decking, columns and other uses where strength and durability are 
required. 
 
Source: Forest Department Peninsular Malaysia, MTC Wood Wizard.

The tree’s age is estimated to be 1,300 years. Photo credit: Golden Pharos Bhd.
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The tree has attracted the interest of local and international tourists, researchers, nature 
lovers and environmentalists alike. Photo credit: Khairul Ashraf Kammed/NST.
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Lepoh Waterfalls,   
Hulu Langat
Lepoh Waterfalls, or Air Terjun Sungai Lepoh, are nestled in a lush 
green setting within Selangor’s Hulu Langat district, an area known 
for its nature and outdoor activities. It is an easily accessible hiking, 
waterfall and picnic site located in Selangor State Park. The area the 
waterfalls are in is surrounded by homestays, adventure companies 
and mostly simple nature resorts, all easily spotted during the hour-
long drive it takes to get there from Kuala Lumpur city center. 

A long street filled with shophouses and more adventure outfits 
leads to the starting point of a 1.5-hour hike that takes you inside 
the beautiful rainforest where the waterfalls are situated. Clearly 
marked signs are in place throughout the easy to moderate trail, 
which contains a steep section that may slow down even the fittest of 
hikers.

Lepoh Waterfalls are relatively small, but the cascades and the rock 
formation that the water runs over make them attractive. The large, 
flat and extremely smooth rock formation that visitors often use to 
glide into a small lagoon near the bottom is particularly known for its 
natural ‘slide’.

The hike itself is easy, and it follows the north cardinal axis almost 
the entire way, taking approximately two hours each way to complete. 
Once the Asli Adventure Camp is passed on the left, the trail to the 
Lepoh Waterfalls begins straight ahead. You will have to cross the 
river almost immediately after the trail swerves right and hop from 
stone to stone to keep your shoes dry, just before arriving at the first 
junction. 

Taking the right branch here brings you to the first rickety wooden 
bridge that leads to a wide trail, and then on to another bridge 
that crosses a fast-flowing river just after. Stepping on the wooden 
sections directly above the stronger beams will minimise the chances 
of the wood breaking off beneath your feet.

You will reach a cemented incline about 200 metres into the trail that 
widens out for a bit before the vegetation closes back in once again. 
Two hundred metres after that lies another set of crossroads, and 
taking the wider left turning keeps you on the bamboo-lined trail to 
Lepoh Waterfalls.

Approximately 1.4 kilometres in, the trail will abruptly widen out 
into a grassy clearing filled with rubber trees (Hevea brasiliensis), 

before passing a wooden hut shortly after. The trail leads to a fork two 
kilometres where you should be able to hear the rustling of the river 
down to your left. 

A few hundred metres later, approximately an hour into the hike, 
a huge pipe will appear right in front of you, with the distant end 
tapering off and disappearing into the dense vegetation. If you are 
here early enough in the morning, you may even hear the loud hooting 
calls of bands of Siamang gibbons (Symphalangus syndactylus) above 
in the canopy. These arboreal primates are frugivorous and are the 
largest of the lesser apes, occasionally reaching almost a metre in 
height.

The trail begins to climb around 2.7 kilometres. Large roots of trees 
crisscross the trail here, leaving natural steps that assist hikers with 
their ascent. After about 400 metres of climbing, the trail tapers out 
onto a ridge that follows the contour lines for a few hundred metres, 
with the roar of the river clearly audible down to the left. 

There is a little trail on the right side of the riverbanks that leads up to 
the main waterfall and the natural slide, as it is very tricky to ascend 
the waterfall directly up the rocks from the main pool. Even though 
the angle of the slide is fairly tame, accidents can happen. There is 
apparently another trail on the left side of the river that leads up to 
the top tier of the waterfall. 

Source: VisitSelangor, Ramon Fadli.

Lepoh Waterfalls are nestled within an area known for its nature. 
Photo credit: ForestrySelangor.

Main entrance to Asli Adventure Base Camp. Photo credit: dusuntua.com.
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Notable reforestation 
initiatives in Sarawak
The Sarawak government has set a target of planting 35 million 
trees under the 12th Malaysia Plan (2021-2025). This represents 
about one-third of the 100 million Tree Planting Campaign by 
Malaysia. Forest Department Sarawak (FDS) is the lead agency 
in the state’s forest restoration project, which requires solid 
cooperation from all the relevant sectors. 

The state made a good stride even before the start of the 12th 
Malaysia Plan. From June 2019 until December 2020, a total of 
10,452,607 trees from 50 species, have been planted in Sarawak, 
over a cumulative area of 9,732.14 hectares.

Commenting on the state’s endeavour, WWF-Malaysia Head of 
Sarawak Conservation Programme, Dr. Jason Hon said: “Our 
forests occur in different levels of intactness and degradation. 
Undeniably, degraded patches occur within our Permanent 
Reserved Forest and Totally Protected Areas.” 

He added, “These degraded areas must be restored, to improve 
connectivity for wildlife and nature’s resilience, and to provide 
ecosystem services such as water provision and climate 
regulation. All parties from government, private sectors, civil 
societies and the public should play their roles.”

For its part, WWF-Malaysia is collaborating with Jagoi Area 
Development Committee (JADC) to plant 1,000 native tree 
species in the secondary forest of the Jagoi Heritage Forest in 
Bau, Sarawak, where 1.8 hectares of degraded and landslide areas 
were restored. The project was funded by Peterson and Control 
Union, and the 1,000 saplings was sponsored by FDS. This effort is 
leveraging on the FDS’s drive on forest landscape restoration.

Professor Dr. Gabriel Tonga Noweg, JADC chairman, stressed, 
“This Heritage Forest does not only provide the needs of the local 
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community, but it is also a popular hiking spot for the public. It 
is through the efforts of the community that the public can have 
such beautiful mountains and forests for their enjoyment. Over 
time, some areas have become degraded and this project aims to 
improve and restore the mountain’s forest cover.

“Being one of the five sites in Malaysia that applied for the IUCN 
(International Union for Conservation of Nature) Green List 
of Protected and Conserved areas, we hope to demonstrate the 
efforts of the Bung Jagoi community as stewards of the forests in 
Sarawak. Successful listing would be a great recognition of these 
efforts” he added.

Since 2017, WWF-Malaysia has also been partnering FDS to 
facilitate the planting of 11,000 gaharu (Aquilaria microcarpa) 
seedlings with the communities from Rumah Manggat in Ulu 
Sungai Menyang, Batang Ai, Sarawak.

This project, which is funded by the German Federal Ministry 
for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety, 
not only contributes to the restoration of 5.5 hectares degraded 
land in that area, but also to keep the forested landscape where 
orang-utans live, intact. The project provides additional income 
through the production of gaharu tea.

Tree planting to support forest restoration goals is no longer an 
activity exclusively for gardeners, farmers, or green-fingered 
folks. Whoever you are, wherever you live and however limited or 
abundant your resources are, planting a tree in the right place is 
a good thing to do. 

Source: WWF-Malaysia.

Professor Dr. Gabriel (left) and Ms. Belinda Lip, Sarawak programme leader from WWF-
Malaysia planting a tree at Bung Jagoi. Photo credit: Ailyn Nau Sidu/WWF-Malaysia.

Participants taking a commemorative photo with the tree they have planted. At 
left is Dr Jason Hon while on the right is Mr. Jack Liam, Deputy Director of Forest 

Department Sarawak. Photo credit: Ezen Chan/WWF-Malaysia.
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