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EDITORIAL
Dear Readers, 

MTC extends its heartiest congratulations and a very warm 
welcome to YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin on her 
appointment as the new Minister of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities. MTC also congratulates YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck 
Seng and YB Datuk Willie Anak Mongin on their reappointments 
as Deputy Ministers in the Ministry. MTC looks forward to their 
stewardship in steering the Malaysian timber industry to greater 
heights. See pages 4-5 for a report on the Minister’s first tasks. 

MTC wishes to thank YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin Aman 
Razali as well as Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor for having 
most recently served as Minister of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities, and Chairman of MTC, respectively. Their strong 
commitment and able leadership at the Ministry and MTC reflect 
their best interest for the well-being of the Malaysian timber 
industry. We wish them the very best in their future endeavours 
and look forward to their continued support of the timber 
industry in different capacities. 

In efforts to mitigate the COVID-19 pandemic, MTC has allocated 
RM1.3 million to expedite mass vaccination among workers 
from the timber-based sector. Through an industrial vaccination 
programme at its vaccination centre set up for this purpose in 
Olak Lempit, Banting, Selangor, a total of 10,005 workers have 
been successfully vaccinated since the start of operations on  
28 July 2021.  The centre is scheduled to cease operations 
after 6 September 2021. For our report on this programme, 
please turn to page 11.

In ‘Making Strides’, two companies, Gao Sheng Furniture (M) Sdn. 
Bhd. and Imei Furniture Industries Sdn. Bhd., share their success 
stories for being participants in MTC’s incentive programmes. 
A ‘Special Feature’ on Plus Intervest Sdn. Bhd. showcases the 
company’s venture into producing tissue culture of Eucalyptus sp. 
seedlings and other tree species for The Malaysian Panel-Products 
Manufacturers’ Association’s (MPMA) community plantation 
programme.  For an interesting read on their endeavours, 
please turn to pages 30-35.

Under ‘Industry Focus’, we highlight the achievements of 
four Malaysian timber-based companies, namely, Dee Noon 
Corporation Sdn. Bhd., Wysen Industry Sdn. Bhd., Solid 
Lumber Sdn. Bhd. and Meranti Marshal Sdn. Bhd. in areas 
such as succession planning, product innovation, automation, 
digitalisation and business transformation. The successes of 
these companies are featured on pages 36-43. 

Happy reading!

The Editor.
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This issue, the MTC Management would like to recognise Ms. Roziatul Akma Mohd Yusuf, Executive from 
Information and Communications Technology Division (ICTD) for her work and dedication. On top of her routine 
work, she has supported behind-the-scenes on numerous occasions to ensure the successful running of Online 
Dialogues, B2B Sessions, Webinars, and Meetings - from trial runs, to set-up and physical support. She was also one 
of the key personnel on the Human Resource Division (HRD) system’s project from inception till the system went 
live and for the live implemention of the Finance Division (FD)’s Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) system. For 
both projects, she was constantly managing and coordinating for both divisions with their respective vendors to 
ensure the projects were on time and to make sure the migration templates were as accurate as possible.
Ms. Akma is also the deputy chairperson of the Work Hard, Play Hard and Pray Hard (WHP2H) committee where 
she has provided support to organise numerous in-house activities such as CNY celebration, Career Development 
Talk, Tazkirah and the Merdeka Day motivational talk.

MTC Treetop Spotlight
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MTC WINDOW
Management Updates

The period of July and August kicked off with not only official visits to the Middle East and Africa in view 
of seeking more trade opportunities and cooperation in that region but also equally importantly, MTC’s 
setting up of a vaccination centre for the timber and furniture industry at Olak Lempit, Banting, Selangor. 
As of 16 August 2021, the programme had successfully vaccinated 10,005 workers for the first dose. The 
programme is scheduled to end on 6 September. 

The timber industry suffered an excruciating RM60 million loss daily in June due to the lockdowns and we 
need to revive the operations in line with government directives which stipulate the percentage of workers 
in a factory to be dependent on the number of vaccinated employees. Understanding this importance, 

MTC is assisting business owners to proactively ensure their workers get vaccinated as quickly as possible. That is why we are providing 
RM1.3 million for the timber industry’s vaccination programme while engaging with the respective timber associations and companies 
in other states to provide the subsidies they need for this exercise.

On a special note, we welcome YB Datuk Hajah Zuraidah Kamaruddin as the new Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities as 
well as YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng and YB Datuk Willie Anak Mongin on their reappointment as Deputy Ministers of the Ministry. 
We would also like to record our appreciation to YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali and Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor for 
their past services to the industry as the Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities and Chairman of MTC’s Board of Trustees, 
respectively. We thank them for leaving their indelible mark of exemplary leadership and wish them well in their future endeavours. 

“LET’S POWER PROGRESS TOGETHER!”

MUHTAR BIN  SUHAILI
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)

In 2021, the Market Promotion team has focused on brand awareness, engagement and conversion through various social media and digital 
media strategies. Quarterly marketing webinars have featured e-commerce, content marketing, online advertising and social media marketing. 
The Digital Marketing Entrepreneurship Programme (DMEP) is another new programme in which MTC joined forces with University Tunku 
Abdul Rahman (UTAR) to develop a customised training programme specially for the timber industry on e-commerce. A panel of consultants 
have also been identified for industry members who want to make a jumpstart in the digital sphere.

MTC has set up TimbeReality, a tailor-made mall that uses 360° virtual technique to present Malaysian timber and furniture products. Imagine 
foreign buyers visiting your showroom even when you’re not there physically, 24/7. Looking ahead, the plan for the Malaysian Wood Expo 
(MWE), a timber and woodworking machinery exhibition is also in the pipeline for 2022. At MTC, we are super excited at the thought of meeting 
the international timber players again!

ALEXIS CHANG
Director, Market Promotion Division

At the time of writing, I am still enlivened after cheering for our Olympian cyclist, Dato’ Azizulhasni 
Awang for winning the Olympic silver medal, while reliving the joy when our Malaysian badminton pair, 
A. Chia/WY Soh’s bronze medal in the men’s double the week before.  By overcoming challenges, 
the triumph of winning is simply delightful! With every challenge comes change and with it, great 
opportunities. MTC remains vigilant in providing the support to the industry with various new programmes 
rolled out, aimed at assisting the industry in adapting to needed change and prepare ourselves for the next 
sprint. Two notable areas of investment – online/digital marketing and the TimbeReality virtual mall.

July-August 2021 Timber Malaysia
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YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida officially receiving the handover 
from YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin.

The Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) 
welcomed its new Minister, YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin 
and the reappointment of its two Deputy Ministers, YB Dato’ Sri Dr. 
Wee Jeck Seng and YB Datuk Willie Anak Mongin. 

Prior to her present appointment, YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida had 
served as the Minister of Housing and Local Government since May 
2018. 

On 1 September 2021, a Reception Ceremony was organised by 
MPIC for YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida in a hybrid mode, with some 
attending physically and others online in compliance with the current 
COVID-19 related SOPs.

Later in the evening, a Handover Ceremony was held to officially 
mark the transition to YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida from her predecessor 
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali. The event also 
welcomed the reappointment of YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng and 
YB Datuk Willie Anak Mongin.

The event was attended by the senior officials of MPIC as well as the 
Director Generals of the agencies and the Chief Executive Officers of 
councils under the Ministry.

With containing the spread of COVID-19 and the interest of the 
industry among her top priorities, YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida made an 
official working visit to the PPVIN (Pusat Pemberian Vaksin Industri 
or vaccination centres) VACOMS (The Vaccination Programme for the 
Agri-commodity Sector) at the Fibre and Biocomposite Development 
Centre (FIDEC), Olak Lempit, Banting in Selangor on 4 September. 
Also present during the visit were YB Datuk Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng.

The VACOMS programme is jointly organised by MTC and the 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB) and is scheduled to operate 
from 28 July to 6 September 2021.

A total of 10,005 employees from timber and furniture-based 
companies have been vaccinated during the programme.

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida also presented tokens of appreciation 
to representatives from MPIC, Ministry of Science, Technology 
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& Innovation (MOSTI), ProtectHealth Corporation Sdn Bhd, 
MTIB, Malaysian Wood Industries Association, Timber Exporters’ 
Association of Malaysia, Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ 
Association, Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery Council,  
Malaysia Furniture Council,Association of Malaysian Bumiputra 
Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA), Kuala Langat Municipal 
Council, Kuala Langat District Land Office, Kuala Langat District 
Health Office, Kuala Langat District Police Headquarters and the 

People’s Volunteer Corps (RELA) who were involved in making the 
PPVIN  MTC@Olak Lempit vaccination programme a success.

Also present during the Minister’s visit were MPIC Secretary-
General Datuk Ravi Muthayah, Deputy Secretaries-General 
Mr. Mad Zaidi Mohd Karli and Mr. Abdul Hadi Omar, MTC CEO 
Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, MTIB Deputy Director General Tuan Haji 
Mahpar Atan, industry captains and several MTC Trustees. 

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida addressing the media. YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida with other VIPs after the visit to the Olak Lempit PPVIN.

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida at the Olak Lempit PPVIN accompanied by 
YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee (left) and Mr. Muhtar (third from left).

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida taken on a guided tour of the Olak Lempit PPVIN.  

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida (centre) with YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee (second from left), YBhg. 
Datuk Ravi (second from right) along with MPIC officials on her first official day of work.

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida during the handover ceremony.
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Expanding Malaysia’s agri-commodity markets in 
Middle East and Africa  

Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities Malaysia,
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali* was on an official 
working visit to expand Malaysia’s agri-commodity markets in 
the Middle East and Africa. The objective of this mission included 
increasing the country’s agri-commodity exports, especially palm 
oil, rubber, timber and cocoa.

This official working visit from 3-16 July 2021 to Egypt, Turkey 
and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) was a continuation of the 
recent discussions between YAB Prime Minister of Malaysia, Tan 
Sri Muhyiddin Yassin and his counterpart, Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi. It was also a follow-up to Malaysia’s Foreign 
Affairs Senior Minister, YB Dato’ Seri Hishammuddin Hussein’s 
visit to Egypt in June apart from a complement to the role of 
YB Dato’ Seri Tuan Guru Haji Abdul Hadi Awang as the Prime 
Minister’s Special Envoy to the Middle East.

Expanding Malaysia’s  
agri-commodity markets 
in Middle East and Africa  

Official engagements in Egypt

On 5 July 2021, a meeting was held between YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd 
Khairuddin with The Hon. Dr. Ali El Moselhy, Minister of Supply 
and Internal Trade of Egypt. The following day, YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd 
Khairuddin met with The Hon. Nevine Gamea, Minister of Trade 
and Industry of Egypt in Cairo. 

In addition to the meeting with the two Egyptian Ministers, an 
engagement session was also held with the Chairman and top 
management of the Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCZone), CEO 
and management of Savola Group, the Managing Director and 
management of Pacific Inter-Link, Dean and Professor of the 
Faculty of Agriculture, University Al-Azhar as well as a friendly 
session with the Malaysian diaspora in Egypt.

The mission was also joined by Deputy Secretary-General Mr. Mad 
Zaidi Mohd Karli, and the top management of agencies under 
MPIC including the Malaysian Palm Oil Board (MPOB), Malaysian 
Palm Oil Council (MPOC), Malaysian Rubber Council (MRC)
and Malaysian Timber Council (MTC), which was represented 
by Mr. Muhtar Suhaili.

Meeting with Egypt’s Minister of Trade and Industry.

*Note: YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali served as the Minister of 
Plantation Industries and Commodities until 16 August 2021 following the 
resignation of YAB Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin as the Prime Minister of Malaysia.
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Roundtable in Turkey and other engagements

The ministerial delegation continued its working visit to Turkey 
and met the industry captains there.

On 7 July, a Roundtable Meeting was held with industry 
players and major Turkish stakeholders in Istanbul. Various 
organisations and companies participated in this session which 
included presentations from MPOC, MRC and MTC.

YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin also witnessed the signing of 
Memorandums of Understanding (MoU) between MPOC and 
Izmir Commodity Exchange on 8 July, and BRB Group on 
9 July. He also attended an informal meeting with the 
Malaysian diaspora in Turkey. 

The Turkish leg of this mission was also participated by the 
Malaysian Ambassador to Turkey H.E. Ambassador Sazali 
Mustafa Kamal, Malaysian Consul General in Istanbul YM Tengku 

Mr. Muhtar (right) speaking during the Roundtable Discussion. Mr. Chin (right) at the Roundtable Discussion.

Engagement with Faculty of Agriculture, Al-Azhar University. Engagement with Egypt-Malaysia Business Council (EMBC).  

Meeting with Egypt’s Minister of Supply and Internal Trade. Engagement with Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCZone).



Mohd Dzaraif Raja Abdul Kadir, Malaysian embassy officials and 
senior management officials of other agencies under MPIC.

Turkey is Malaysia’s only trading partner with free trade 
agreements in the European and Mediterranean regions. Hence, 
Malaysia considers Turkey as a major gateway to parts of the 

Mr. Muhtar presenting a token to President of the Turkish Forestry Business and Industry Association Mr. Goksel Korkmaz.
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Middle East and central Asian markets for agri-commodities 
including timber products.

MTC participated in this session and was represented by 
Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, COO Mr. Roger Chin and Director of 
International Business Development Division – Cluster 2 (South 
Asia, Middle East & Africa) Mr. Khairul Anwar.

Roundtable Discussion with Industry Players.
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Courtesy call by Iranian GTC Chairman

In Istanbul, YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin received a courtesy 
visit from the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Government Trading 
Corporation of Iran (GTC) Chairman and Managing Director, Mr. 
Yazdan Seif on 10 July.

Taking into consideration Iran’s determination to expand 
Malaysia’s palm oil imports to one million tonnes annually, 
the visit resulted in Malaysia and Iran agreeing to explore a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to increase Malaysia’s 
palm oil exports to Iran in the near future.

Also discussed were efforts to increase exports and imports of 
other agri-commodities, especially rubber-based products, timber 
and furniture between the two countries.

Iran which currently faces economic sanctions, however, is allowed to 
continue trade activities with selected countries. The main mission of 
the GTC is to supply food to the people of the country.

YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin looked forward to the MOU 
between the two countries being signed through the relevant 

Mr. Khairul at the Roundtable Discussion.

Mr. Yazdan Seif is also Iran’s Deputy Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade.

agencies in an effort to increase Malaysia’s palm oil exports as 
well as play a key role in helping the people of Iran obtain food 
supplies during the current difficult situation resulting from the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the economic sanctions. 

Meeting between Malaysia and Iran.

YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin presenting a token to Mr. Yazdan Seif. 
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Visit to Malaysia 
Pavilion site for Expo 
2020 Dubai 
On 15 July 2021, an MTC delegation led by CEO Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili made a working visit to the Malaysia Pavilion at Expo 
2020 Dubai, UAE. Malaysia is participating in this expo which 
will take place from 1 October 2021 to 31 March 2022. 

MTC, as one of the councils under the Ministry of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities (MPIC), is also involved as a 
sponsor. About 97% of the physical work has been completed, 
while Interior Design (ID) and Audio Visual (AV) are 53% 
completed. 

The Malaysia Pavilion utilises Red Meranti, which is a 
prominent Malaysian species of premium quality and it is from 
a sustainable source. The pavilion was developed by Hijjas 
Kasturi Associates as a Consultant, PICO International (M) Sdn 
Bhd as the Main Contractor and RAQ Contracting as the Work 
Contractor. 

The Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation (MOSTI) is 
the Lead Ministry while the Malaysian Green Technology and 
Climate Change Centre (MGTC) is the Implementing Agency for 
Malaysia’s participation in this Expo.

During the visit, the MTC delegation was briefed and taken on a 
guided tour to see the progress of work at the project site by 
Mr. Muhammad Faris Nasri (Project Manager) and Mr. Yen Deryan 
Teh (Architect). Also present were Mr. Mohammad Bayyoud 
(Project Director) and Mr. Muhammad Nabeel (Lead Engineer).

Expo 2020 Dubai was originally scheduled to be held last 
year but it was postponed to this year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

MTC team presenting a token to the project site’s representative.The team inspecting the Malaysia Pavilion.

The Malaysia Pavilion standing tall in its Red Meranti glory.
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MTC sets up vaccination 
centre for timber and 
furniture industry 

The COVID-19 Immunisation Task Force (CITF) had on 1 July 2021 
approved for plantation and commodity sectors under the Ministry 
of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) as the fourth 
economic sector to be involved in the Industrial Vaccination Centre 
Programme (PPVIN). 

Following the authorisation, CITF then approved MTC’s proposal 
submitted through MPIC to set-up a vaccination centre for the 
timber and furniture industry in Kuala Lumpur and Selangor. This 
MTC-sponsored initiative aimed to vaccinate 10,000 workers in 
the timber-based and furniture sector from 28 July to 6 September 
2021. The Vaccination Programme for the Agricommodity Sector 
(VACOMS) PPVIN MTC@Olak Lempit was located at the Fibre 
and Biocomposite Development Centre (FIDEC) in Olak Lempit, 
Banting, Selangor.  

Volunteering team members, including MTC staff were excited to 
help vaccinees throughout the process. The programme, running 
from 9am to 6pm daily, aimed to help achieve herd immunity in the 
timber industry and support the Government’s efforts to accelerate 
the implementation of vaccinations on the frontline groups of the 
economy.

MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili said: “Covid-19 is going to become 
an endemic and we need to create workplaces that are safe for us to 

The programme aims to vaccinate 10,000 workers.

operate in for business continuity. MTC will provide a subsidy of 
RM30 per vaccine for each factory worker.” 

The timber industry is extremely collective in its measures 
towards mass vaccination as it had suffered losses amounting 
to RM60 million daily in June due to the lockdowns. To revive 
operations in line with the current government directive 
which stipulates the percentage of work force in a factory 
to be dependent on the number of vaccinated employees, 
business owners are proactively ensuring that their workers get 
vaccinated as quickly as possible. 

Plantation Industries and Commodities Minister YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin (centre) and Deputy Minister YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng (second from left) 
visiting the PPVIN MTC@Olak Lempit on 4 September 2021. 
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Visit by MPIC Minister 
and Deputy Minister to 
PIKAS Muar
Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities, 
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali*, accompanied by 
Deputy Minister, YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng, visited the 
Public-Private Partnership COVID-19 Industry Immunisation 
Programme (PIKAS) Vaccination Centre at SKT Banquet Hall, 
Muar, Johor on 12 August 2021.

Also accompanying the Minister during the visit were his 
ministry’s Deputy Secretary-General (Management) Mr. Abdul 
Hadi Omar, Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) Chairman Tuan 
Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor, CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili and 
COO Mr. Roger Chin, Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ 
Association (MPMA) Deputy Chairman, Datuk Chua Hock Gee 
who is also an MTC Trustee, and Malaysian Timber Industry 
Board (MTIB) Deputy Director-General Tuan Haji Mahpar Atan.

The event was also attended by Muar Municipal Council Yang 
Dipertua Mr. Jamil Hasni Abdullah, District Health Officer 
Dr. Noorhaida Ujang, District Land Officer Mr. Ezahar Abu Sairin, 
Assistant District Officer Mr. Mohamad Amirul Azmi and Muar 
Furniture Association President Mr. Steve Ong.

The Minister said the Vaccination Programme for the Agri-
Commodity Sector (VACOMS) is important in the Government’s 
efforts to accelerate the implementation of vaccination against 
COVID-19 to the frontline groups of the economy after being 
affected by the implementation of the Movement Control Order 
(MCO) and the National Recovery Plan (PPN) Phase 1.

The Minister added that with the opening of this PPVIN MFA 
in Muar, there are now three Industrial Vaccination Centres 
(PPVIN) in the agri-commodity sector operating, the other two 
being located at Ladang Tennamaram, Bestari Jaya under the 
VACOMS programme which focuses on the oil palm and the 
rubber plantation sectors involving 6,500 workers, and PPVIN 
MTC@Olak Lempit in Banting providing for the timber and 
furniture industries involving 10,000 workers. The PPVIN MFA in 
Muar started its operation on 2 August 2021 with the vaccination 
programme involving 30,000 workers. 

*Note: YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd. Khairuddin Aman Razali served as the Minister of 

Plantation Industries and Commodities, until 16 August 2021 following the 

resignation of YAB Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin as the Prime Minister of Malaysia

Press conference at PIKAS Muar.The PPVIN in Muar aims to vaccinate 30,000 workers.

YB. Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin at PIKAS Muar.
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Impact of CMCO to timber 
industry in Q2 2021
The Conditional Movement Control Order (CMCO) imposed to curb 
the spread of COVID-19 has impacted the timber industry, including 
during Q2 of 2021 in many ways. Both Malaysian Timber Association 
(MTA) President Mr. Goh Chee Yew and Malaysian Furniture Council 
(MFC) President Mr. Khoo Yeow Chong highlighted that continued 
restrictions imposed despite the compliance to SOPs were causing 
great financial detriment to the industry.

In early July 2021, Mr. Goh appealed to the govzernment to allow 
the timber industry to operate during the lockdown as it has cost the 
industry over RM3 billion in losses for the entire month of June. 

Mr. Goh said that with the present restrictions in place, its nine 
member associations representing the majority of the timber and 
timber products sector were continuing to face financial drain 
and had lost a total of RM67 million every day in June. 

Timber-related companies have not been allowed to operate since 
1 June under the SOPs issued by the National Security Council 
(MKN). The exception are factories producing furniture for 
hospitals and other medical-related items. With the second phase 
of the National Recovery Plan (NRP) in effect in a few states 
and in select timber sub-sectors, the industry was still facing 
challenges, Mr. Goh said.

Mr. Goh said that the inability of being able to operate was 
especially unfortunate as the demand from the United States 
and European markets had risen and that the summer months 
of June to August were the best months for exporters to lock in 
sales. The industry would suffer a double blow if they could not 
sell during this time.

Mr. Goh added that as a result of the restrictions in Malaysia, 
most orders were headed to Indonesia and other neighbouring 
countries, as there was no ban on the timber industry there. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Khoo said that the logging sector should be 
reopened as the furniture export sector has been reopened under 
Phase Two of the NRP.

“Our immediate concern now is that the 4,000 members under 
our umbrella could face a crunch if they run out of timber stock 
after utilising what they have,” Mr. Khoo said. He added that 
logging activities are confined to areas of only three to four 
hectares and thus the SOPs could be easily adhered to.

The timber industry is one of the largest contributors to the 
nation’s economy with an export value of RM22.02 billion in 
2020, including RM10.63 billion from furniture exports. The 
export of wood-based products had increased in the first half 
of this year at a rate of 20.7% to RM11.6 billion, MTC reported. 
Its biggest market is the United States, with 60% of furniture 
products heading there. 
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Courtesy call on 
Embassy of Egypt 

On 25 August 2021, MTC paid a virtual courtesy call to the 
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt in Malaysia. This was a 
follow-up to the recent official working mission to expand the agri-
commodity market to the Middle East and Africa including Egypt.

Acting Ambassador (Counsellor/ Deputy Head of Mission) 
Dr. Maha Serageldin and Mr. Hany Ezzat Mohamed Abdelfattah, 
Commercial Counsellor were present on behalf of the Egyptian 
Embassy. Among those present from MTC were CEO, Mr. Muthar 
Suhaili, COO Mr. Roger Chin, International Business Development 
Division Cluster 2 Director Mr. Khairul Anwar, Strategic Planning 

Division Director Ms. Lau Li Har and Corporate Communications 
Division Director Ms. Noraihan Abdul Rahman.

Among the matters discussed was the potential for bilateral 
economic cooperation between Malaysia and Egypt, especially 
in relation to timber and furniture. Both parties also agreed to 
sign a Memorandum of Understanding between the relevant 
stakeholders in the near future.

In 2020, the export value of timber products exported from 
Malaysia to Egypt stood at RM12.8 million (USD3.0 million).  
The major products being exported to Egypt are fibreboard, 
wooden furniture and BJC. 

Engaging discussion for bilateral economic cooperation.

Ambassadorial 
courtesy visit
MTC received a courtesy visit from the Ambassador of Malaysia 
to the Kingdom of the Netherlands H.E Dato’ Nadzirah Osman 
and Ambassador of Malaysia to France H.E. Dato’ Mohd. Zamruni 
Khalid on 2 July 2021.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, together with COO Mr. Roger Chin 
and Strategic Planning Division Director Ms. Lau Li Har, shared 
information on the potential of the timber and furniture market 
in Europe, MTC’s strategies to enhance the competitiveness of the 
timber industry as well as the related issues that are being resolved 
particularly in the Netherlands and France.

H.E. Dato’ Mohd. Zamruni (left), H.E. Dato’ Nadzirah with Mr. Muhtar
(background) at MTC. 
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Budget 2022 Industry 
Consultation Sessions
MTC held its annual Budget 2022 Industry Consultation Sessions 
from 18-24 August 2021 virtually. This year’s theme for the budget 
is “MTC 2022 Budget: Reviving Timber Industry Post COVID-19”. 

The week-long marathon sessions of consultative meetings where 
leaders from the six timber associations gave their inputs were 

Malaysian Wood Industries Association (MWIA) members in discussion.

initiated to bring MTC’s proposed budget for the coming year to 
the table for discussion. 

Each association’s members were also invited to propose 
beneficial and impactful programmes or activities with the aim of 
supporting the revival of the timber industry especially post the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Engagement with Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery Council 
(MWMJC) members.

Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) members during the session.

Engaging with The Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association
(MPMA) members.

In discussion with the Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and Furniture 
Entrepreneurs (PEKA)

Engaging with Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia (TEAM) members.



MTC-UTAR online 
engagement on EPIP  
On 11 August 2021, MTC conducted an online engagement 
session with University Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) moderated 
by the Industry Development Division (IDD) Senior Executive
Mr. Nasrul Izan Shahrin.

The session started with welcoming remarks by MTC CEO
Mr. Muhtar Suhaili who extended his greetings and well 
wishes to the participants. The session continued with opening 
remarks and introduction by UTAR Vice President of R&D and 
Commercialisation Prof. Faidz Abd Rahman.

The attendees for this session were UTAR’s Division of 
Community and International Networking Director Dr. Lai Soon 
Onn, Lee Kong Chian Faculty of Engineering and Science Deputy 
Dean Dr. Lee Kim Yee and Faculty of Engineering and Green 
Technology Deputy Dean Dr. Lo Po Kim. MTC’s representatives to 
the session were COO Mr. Roger Chin, IDD Director Mr. Mokhtar 
Yaacob and Senior Manager Ms. Adeline Goh.

MTC’s online outreach to UTAR for EPIP.

MTC staff displaying their patriotism.

In conjunction with wishing all Malaysians a very Happy 64th 

Independence Day and Happy 58th Malaysia Day and best wishes 
for peace, progress and prosperity, MTC celebrated with a virtual 
talk entitled “The Meaning of Merdeka” by distinguished speaker, 
Prof. Dato’ Dr. Sidek Baba. 

MTC Virtual Merdeka 
Celebration 2021

This session, held on 30 August 2021, was also part of the MTC 
series of programmes organised by the Work Hard, Play Hard & 
Pray Hard (WHP2H) committee for work-life balance.

MTC wanted to emphasise that all Malaysians should never forget 
the sacrifice of those who fought for our freedom and the unity 
that strengthens the Malaysian people as a nation. 
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Mr. Nasrul also briefed the attendees on MTC’s Engineer Placement 
& Internship Programme (EPIP) and gave an overview of the 
Malaysian timber industry. This session was part of MTC’s outreach 
activities to approach universities and higher learning institutions 
for future working collaborations and partnerships. 

Prof. Dato’ Dr. Sidek Baba was guest speaker at the event.



Calling all designers and creative manufacturers.
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5th and 6th TIMB3R 
DIP meeting 
The 5th Committee Meeting on the TIMB3R Design Incubator 
Programme (DIP) was held on 9 July 2021. The meeting discussed 
the latest updates and way forward for the programme.

A total of 13 attendees were present during the meeting which was 
chaired by Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) President Mr. Khoo 
Yeow Chong.

Subsequently, the 6th Committee Meeting on the TIMB3R DIP was 
held on 13 August 2021. The meeting, also chaired by Mr. Khoo, 
discussed the participation of TIMB3R DIP’s selected products in 
the Furniture China Digital Trade Show and the second edition 
of TIMB3R DIP’s matching mechanism, programme terms and 
conditions, programme timeline, nomination list and introductory 
session.

Also attending both meetings were Malaysian Institute of Interior 
Designers (MIID) President IDr. Lai Siew Hong, Vice President IDr. 
Norshafina Ibrahim and member IDr. Leong Ta Wah, MWMJC 
Chairman Mr. George Yap, MFC Secretary-General Mr. Matthew 
Law and the Programme Secretariat. Malaysian Timber Council’s 
CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili was present at the 6th Committee 

Meeting while Director of Industry Development Division, 
Mr. Mokhtar Yaakob represented MTC’s CEO at the 5th meeting.

The TIMB3R DIP is a programme co-organised by MTC, MFC and 
MIID and supported by MWMJC and the Association of Malaysian 
Bumiputra Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA). 

Introduction to  
TIMB3R DIP 2.0

An introductory session to TIMB3R Designer Incubator 
Programme (DIP) 2.0 was held on 24 August 2021. The session 
kicked off with welcoming remarks by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili to 100 attendees comprising designers, manufacturers and 
members of timber-related associations. 

TIMB3R DIP committee members meeting online.

Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) President Mr. Khoo Yeow 
Chong and member of Malaysian Institute of Interior Designers 
(MIID) IDr. Leong Ta Wah shared the benefits for manufacturers 
and designers to join the programme while Malaysian Wood 
Moulding & Joinery Council (MWMJC) Chairman Mr. George Yap 
and Pow Ideas Co-Founder Mr. Jun Ong related their experiences 
in collaborating to design and produce timber tile deck in TIMB3R 
DIP 1.0.

MTC Market Promotion Division (MPD) Director Ms. Alexis Chang 
presented on the flow and application process for both designers 
and manufacturers to participate in TIMB3R DIP 2.0. 

TIMB3R DIP aims to connect designers with the manufacturers by 
producing high value-added products with creative design concepts 
for the international markets. The outcome of the TIMB3R DIP 
2.0 will be a series of product designs which will be showcased 
at the REKA Interior Exhibition (RIX) 2022 & Export Furniture 
Exhibition (EFE) 2023. 
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2nd web meeting of 
WG on Automation & 
Digitalisation 
The second web meeting of the Working Group on Automation 
& Digitalisation (ADWG) chaired by Malaysian Timber Council 
(MTC) CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili was held on 4 August 2021 with full 
attendance by the Working Group members.

MTC invited two co-opted members for the ADWG to share 
information on incentives and programmes available to assist 
the timber industry in moving forward through automation and 
digitalisation. 

The invited co-opted members were Ms. Azhana Mohamed Saleh, 
Deputy Director, Food Technology and Resource-Based Industries 
Division, Malaysian Investment Development Authority (MIDA) and 
Dr. Halimahton Sa’diah Let, Deputy Director, Digital Productivity 
Nexus (DPN), Productivity Growth Division (PGD), Malaysia 
Productivity Corporation (MPC). 

The topics presented during the meeting were as follows:
1) “Investment Incentives for Wood-Based and Furniture Industry  
 - Moving towards Industry4WRD & Automation” by Ms.  
   Azhana Mohamed Saleh, MIDA.
2) “Productivity through Digitalisation – MyReskill IoT   
 Programme” by Dr. Halimahton Sa’diah Let, MPC

In her presentation, Ms. Azhana highlighted the special incentives 
for Industry 4.0 such as Industry4WRD Readiness Assessment, 
Industry4WRD Intervention Fund, Automation Capital Allowances 
(Automation CA), Domestic Investment Strategic Fund (DISF) and 
Smart Automation Grant.

Under her topic, Dr. Halimahton explained how the MyReskill IoT 
Programme aimed to allow self-check digitisation readiness using 
Digitisation Self-Diagnostic Tool and to digitise manufacturing 
processes based on proof-of-concept project via training and  
on-site engagement.

Also present during the meeting were Association of Malaysian 
Bumiputra Timber & Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA) Secretary-
General Mr. Ahmad Firdaus Ahmad Kamal, Malaysian Wood 
Moulding & Joinery Council (MWMJC) Director Mr. Chong Yu 
Kang, The Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia (TEAM) 
Committee Member Mr. William Wong, Malaysian Wood Industries 
Association (MWIA) Executive Committee Member Mr. Jeff Ng Zi 
Zhen, The Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association 
(MPMA) Committee Members Mr. Lai Yin Tjun and Mr. S. Ganesan 
(Alternative Member), and Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) Vice 
President Mr. Wong Kok Hoon. 

MTC was also represented by Industry Development Division (IDD) 
Director Mr. Mokhtar Yaacob, Strategic Planning Division (SPD) 
Director Ms. Lau Li Har, IDD Senior Manager Ms. Adeline Goh, Senior 
Executive Ms. Ong Lay Lee and Executive Ms. Wong Mei Kuan. 

Information on incentives and programmes to assist the timber industry in 
automation and digitalisation was shared.

The session saw full attendance by the Working Group members.



Strategies for B2B in 
Timber Industry
A webinar with the theme of “Content Marketing: Strategies 
for B2B in Timber Industry” was conducted for members of the 
Malaysian timber industry on 14 July 2021. Moderated by 
Ms. Afifah Aliah Abdul Rahman of MTC’s Market Promotion 
Division, the webinar was attended by 98 participants. 

The speaker, CEO of ChamRun Digital Group, Prof. Dr. Behrang 
Parhizkar (Hani), is a digital marketing specialist currently leading 
one of the fastest-growing digital marketing agencies in Malaysia.

This session was aimed at helping businesses to boost their 
engagement with their targeted audiences by using the right 
content to create awareness and interest in their products.  Prof. Dr. Hani sharing his expertise on shaping content strategy.
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Internet of Things (IoT): 
Building Data Driven 
Culture
On 29 June 2021, MTC organised a webinar themed “Internet of 
Things (IoT): Building Data Driven Culture” for members of the 
timber industry. The objective of the webinar was to highlight the 
importance of data in businesses and to encourage the adoption of 
data-driven culture with the use of IoT technologies. It is essential for 
the timber industry to optimise performance of machines, equipment 
and other assets especially during the COVID-19 pandemic so this 
webinar and the others in this series are indeed very relevant.

The programme started with welcoming remarks by MTC COO, 
Mr. Roger Chin to 136 attendees and continued with presentations 
  by the distinguished panelists as below:

1. “Better Data-Driven Business – Playbook for Manufacturing 
      Industry” by Mr. Ong Chuan Poh, Senior Program Manager, Data 
     Ecosystem Development Department, Digital Adoption Ecosystem 
     Division, Malaysia Digital Economy Corporation (MDEC).

2. “Digital Transformation and Industrial Connectivity – Rethink” by 
     Ir. Johnson Tan, Vice President of Process Automation Business 
   Unit, Siemens Malaysia Sdn Bhd.

Preparing the industry for a data-driven culture.

3. “IoT Technologies & Applications for the Timber Industry” by 
     Mr. Wong Foot Yow, Director, Ecava Sdn Bhd.

In addition, Mr. KM Chua from Bistanika Sdn Bhd shared good 
insights as one of the invited panelists during the Q & A sessions. 



Video Marketing for 
B2B Businesses
On 28 July 2021, another webinar with the continuing theme of 
creating engaging content was run under the title of “Content 
Marketing: Video Marketing for B2B Businesses” for members 
of the Malaysian timber industry. The audience had the privilege 
of once again learning from the honorary speaker, CEO of 
ChamRun Digital Group, Prof. Dr. Behrang Parhizkar (Hani). 

The video marketing seminar adds to the plethora of content creation tools for better B2B engagements in the timber industry.

20

HAPPENINGS

July-August 2021 Timber Malaysia

E-Commerce for   
Timber Industry
Several exciting webinars conducted between end-June and August 
2021 were part of the MTC Marketing Webinar 2021 series which 
were organised on a biweekly basis.

One of the webinars was the Digital Marketing Entrepreneurship 
Programme (DMEP) entitled “E-Commerce for Timber Industry” 
on 16 August 2021 which saw 142 attendees and continued with 
presentations by the distinguished panelists - University Tunku 
Abdul Rahman (UTAR) Head of Programme (Master of Information 
System) Dr. Winnie Wong Whee Yen and UTAR Faculty of 
Accountancy and Management Deputy Dean Dr. Pok Wei Fong. MTC 
COO, Mr. Roger Chin, gave the welcoming remarks to all present. 

On 23 August, the second session of the e-commerce webinar 
was also held with Dr. Wong and Dr. Pok further sharing their 
expertise with members of the timber industry. 

The Digital Marketing Entrepreneurship Programme (DMEP) 
Learning Module English is a programme which is specially 
designed to provide training to Malaysian timber companies 
that have the interest to complement their current marketing 
activities on digital and e-commerce platforms. 

This webinar was held as part of the DMEP Learning Module English.

The webinar, moderated by Market Promotions Division (MPD) 
Executive Ms. Afifah Aliah Abdul Rahman, was attended by 87 
participants.

This session gave more practical strategies on content 
development to target relevant audiences. 

This webinar saw 142 participants.
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Content Marketing: 
Is Infographics or 
Podcasting More 
Relevant to the Timber 
Industry
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) conducted a webinar 
on 27 August 2021 with the theme “Content Marketing: Is 
Infographics or Podcasting More Relevant to the Timber 
Industry”.

The webinar, attended by 76 participants, was presented by 
speaker, Ms. K. Kayatthri Krishnasamy. She has been involved 
in Digital Marketing, especially on the aspect of Social Media 
Marketing to deliver creative learning programmes since 
2011. She also has years of working experience in marketing 
departments and hands-on management of digital marketing, 
direct marketing as well as advertising campaigns, all at the 
corporate level.

Ms. Kayatthri covered topics such as “Unlocking The Potential 
of Infographic, Video and Audio Podcast” and “Social Media 
Strategies During Covid-19 Pandemic” as well as discussing a few 

How Brands are Winning 
with Video Marketing
Then, on 11 August 2021, a webinar by in-demand speaker Mr. Kazi 
Nowrid Amin was held with 86 members of the Malaysian timber 
industry attending, moderated also by Ms. Afifah. The theme for 
the webinar was “Content Marketing: How Brands are Winning 
with Video Marketing” for members of the Malaysian timber 
industry. The webinar stressed the importance of video marketing 
which is extremely effective in reaching targeted audiences. 

Mr. Kazi is a TEDx speaker and was named as one of the “Successful 
People in Malaysia” by Britishpedia. He was also featured as being 
one of the “Top 100 inspirational LinkedIn icons in Malaysia (2019) 
to follow” in Marketing In Asia magazine. 

Ms. Kayatthri (right) sharing on infographics and podcasting potentials.

Mr. Kazi returns to share about winning video marketing strategies.

case studies. During the session, she also highlighted key points 
as to the types of content and social platform that are most 
suitable for infographics and podcasting where members of the 
industry can apply the principles to uplift their businesses. 
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Showcasing SFM     
in Malaysia
Malaysia is one of the leading countries in sustainable tropical 
forest management and responsible trade. A founding member of 
the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO), established 
under the auspices of the United Nations in 1996 amidst growing 
worldwide concerns for the fate of tropical forests, Malaysia stands 
firm in its commitment to sustainable forest management practices, 
no matter how challenging. 

Besides which, Malaysia is also a signatory to several significant 
multilateral environment agreements ranging from climate change, 
ozone layer protection to safeguarding biodiversity, endangered 
species, wetlands and forests. The nation is fully aware of the global 
impact of its actions at home. 

Malaysia’s sustainable forestry practices began in 1901, when the 
first forestry officer was appointed. Since then, its Sustainable Forest 
Management (SFM) tenets have been refined to reflect its current 
needs and international commitments. They also represent pragmatic 
responses to consumer market demands. 

The last four decades have been a minefield of market-driven 
demands. Thankfully, having practiced SFM for more than a 
century, Malaysia has not had to make major adjustments to her 
forest management practices to comply with, among others, the 
United States’ Lacey Act, Australia’s Illegal Logging Prohibition 
Act and the European Union’s Timber Regulation. All these market 
regulations share one critical position — only legally harvested 
timber can enter these countries.

While supporting sustainably produced timber, Malaysia also urges 
market recognition of legal timber coming from areas gazetted for 
development purposes. On that score, the country has introduced a 

variety of mechanisms to track the flow of wood to ensure that only 
legally harvested timber logs or wood products leave its shores. 

In addition, as the custodian not only of valuable timbers but also of 
forest ecosystem services such as clean air and water supply, flood 
containment, soil erosion prevention, wildlife, biodiversity and eco-
tourism protection, Malaysia has instituted policies and action plans 
to safeguard the long-term health of its forests as well as the dwellers 
who live within. 

Malaysia has gazetted about 10.92 million hectares as Permanent 
Reserved Forests (PRF) and are managed sustainably for their 
economic, social and conservation values. Meanwhile, 3.31 million 
hectares of the total land area were gazetted as Protected Area (PA) or 
Totally Protected Area (TPA). 

Malaysia is a firm advocate of SFM. SFM is pursued through 
various national strategies and programmes such as the forest 

Dato’ Dr. Haji Mohd. Puat (second row, left) chairing the meeting.



 Dato’ Dr. Haji Mohd. Puat heading the FDPM team to the meeting.
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certification initiative; enhancement of forest law, enforcement 
and governance; research and development projects as well as 
implementation of best agricultural practices. There has also been a 
successful thrust for certifying the forest area under the Malaysian 
Timber Certification Scheme (MTCS). 

Malaysia had kept its environmental promise that was made at the 
Rio Earth Summit in 1992. Malaysia is committed to maintaining 
over 50 per cent of its total land area under forest cover. A significant 
effort towards achieving this objective is the government’s ban on 
the conversion of forest reserve areas for commodity cultivation 
purposes.   

To educate the public on Malaysia’s sustainable forest management 
practices and the efforts of forest plantations development to reduce 
the pressure on the natural forests, MTC is collaborating with related 
government agencies and private sector organisations to showcase the 
country’s endeavour in conserving and preserving its forest heritage 
in the form of a documentary video.

The agencies and organisations involved are the Ministry of 
Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC), Ministry of Energy 
and Natural Resources (KeTSA), Malaysian Timber Industry 
Board (MTIB), Forestry Department Peninsular Malaysia (FDPM), 
Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC), Forest Department 
Sarawak (FDS), Sabah Forestry Department (SFD)and World Wide 
Fund for Nature (WWF) Malaysia.

Since the first meeting of the project’s steering committee in mid-
2019, work to produce the video was suspended due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Lately, on 22 July 2021, a working group comprising 
representatives from MTC, FDPM, Perak Forest Department (PFD) 
and the appointed production house, Happy Campers Productions 
Sdn Bhd (HPC), met to draw up plans to execute the project.

Among the attendees were FDPM Senior Director for Forest 
Management, Dato’ Dr. Haji Mohd Puat Dahalan, MTC Corporate 
Communications Managers, Mr. Azmir Husni Mohamed Nor and 
Mr. Andrew Kong, and HCP Managing Director cum Executive 
Producer, Ms. Nurashikin Zaharuddin. Also present was PFD Chief 
Assistant Director for Planning and Management, Mr. Nor Lokman 
Muhamad Nor, who will be coordinating the video shoots in Perak.

Following strict COVID-19 SOPs, the project is scheduled for 
completion in December 2021 and will be used as an effective 
communication tool to tackle forestry and environmental issues in 
environmentally sensitive overseas markets as well as locally. 
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Timber Talk on “Defining 
Timber Architecture”
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) organised a Timber Talk on 
26 August 2021 with the topic “Defining Timber Architecture” by 
distinguished multiple award-winning architect Professor Dr. Ar. 
Jimmy Lim. A pioneer in timber architecture in Malaysia, Professor 
Dr. Ar. Jimmy shared his knowledge and experience about timber 
including on its sustainability and application in architecture.   

In his welcoming remarks, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, said: 
“MTC through its Timber Talk Series is very eager to realise its role in 
connecting all sectors of society from across different industries who 
play a part in contributing towards building the great infrastructures 
of our country together.”

This session of Timber Talk, organised in the form of a webinar, 
attracted more than 120 participants including captains and 
members of the timber industry, architects, property developers and 
owners, interior designers, lecturers and students in architecture and 
engineering, timber enthusiasts, members of the public as well as 
MTC staff.

The MTC Timber Talk Series is a platform for sharing and learning 
about the application of timber in the built environment and to 
expose members of the building and construction industry and 
the public at large to the uniqueness of timber, its vast benefits and 
sustainability credentials. 

The Timber Talk attracted more than 120 participants.

The Aga Khan Award-winning Salinger House designed by Professor Dr. Ar. Jimmy Lim.

July-August 2021 Timber Malaysia
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MTC reaches out 
to architecture and 
engineering students
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) held a virtual “Mock Cheque” 
hand-over ceremony with Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM) on 
27 August 2021 for the timber art installation project namely ‘Birds 
of Malaysia’ which will be carried out by students of the Faculty of 
Design & Architecture (FRSB) and Faculty of Civil Engineering.

The online ceremony was attended by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, 
UPM Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Industry and Community Relations) 
Professor Ir. Dr. B.T. Hang Tuah Baharudin, Faculty of Design and 
Architecture Head of Department of Architecture, Professor Madya 
Dr. Mohamad Fakri Zaky Ja’afar, FRSB Management, Architecture 
Department Staff, MTC COO Mr. Roger Chin and Director of 
Corporate Communications Division Ms. Noraihan Abdul Rahman, 
and student representatives who are involved in the project. 

Kudos to the Bolehland group from Year 4 Master of Architecture 
and Year 2 Degree of Civil Engineering who have secured funding of 
RM28,721 from MTC. MTC is encouraging the team to use certified 
Meranti and Nyatoh which are the species the students have specified 
for this sculpture.

The student had earlier presented the proposed “Birds of Malaysia” 
sculpture which symbolises multicultural and multiracial unity as 
well as the value of freedom of choice. This project is an assignment 
of the Architectural Innovation Course which applies the skills of 
generating ideas and managing innovation.

The project is expected to be completed in October this year with the 
sculpture being constructed by using the latest timber technology in 
order to encourage local specifiers to utilise timber that is certified by 
the Malaysian Timber Certification Scheme (MTCS) and Programme 
for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC). This is to ensure 
that the timber industry is sustainable and environmentally friendly.

Mr. Muhtar (third row, left) delivering his welcoming remarks.

The students are from Malaysia, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and 
Yemen. Representing the students at the e-meeting, Mr. Aryton 
Kong who thanked MTC for enabling this opportunity, said that the 
experience and knowledge gained from the project will spur them into 
specifying timber in their designs during their working career ahead 
as architects and engineers. 

The student group consists of a combination of students of the 
ARC5701 Course of the Department of Architecture led by 
Prof. Madhya Dr. Mohamad Fakri Zaky and ECV3113 
Department of Civil Engineering led by Prof. Dr. Farah Nora 
Aznita. The architecture students are Muhammad Adlin Bin 
Sahharil, Muath K.M. Alarini (Saudi Arabia), Tan Yanxian and 
Aryton Kong, while the Civil Engineering students are Mays Safi 
Jumaa (Iraq), Firas Wadee Abdullah Ahmed (Yemen), Alnabhani 
Mohmmed Ahmed Abuzied (Sudan). 

The proposed “Birds of Malaysia” sculpture.The online ceremony in progress.



2626

MTC IN THE NEWS 

July-August 2021 Timber Malaysia

27SINAR AHAD  • 29 OGOS 2021

vaksinasi kepada 10,005 pekerja untuk 
dos pertama setakat 16 Ogos lalu.

Menurutnya, PPVIN yang beroperasi 
sejak hujung Julai lalu akan menghenti-
kan operasinya pada 6 September ini.

Muhtar berkata, MTC turut me-
nyediakan subsidi sebanyak RM30 un-
tuk setiap vaksin bagi setiap pekerja 
kilang dalam sektor berkenaan.

“MTC akan bekerjasama dengan 
persatuan atau syarikat perkayuan untuk 
menyalurkan subsidi vaksinasi bagi 
membolehkan suntikan vaksin dijalan-
kan bagi membendung kluster tempat 
kerja di kilang-kilang. 

“Covid-19 akan menjadi endemik 
dan kita perlu mewujudkan tempat ker-
ja yang selamat bagi membolehkan 
industri kita  beroperasi untuk ke-

sinambungan perniagaan,” 
katanya dalam satu kenyata-
an pada Jumaat.

Dalam pada itu, Muhtar 
berkata, industri perkayuan 
bersatu telah mengalami 
kerugian berjumlah RM60 
juta setiap hari pada bulan 

Jun lalu akibat penutupan operasi. 
Ujarnya, pemilik perniagaan perlu 

memastikan pekerja mereka mendapat 
suntikan vaksin secepat mungkin bagi 
merangsang semula operasi selaras de-
ngan arahan kerajaan yang menetapkan 
peratusan tenaga kerja di kilang ber-

gantung kepada bilangan pekerja yang 
divaksin.

“Persatuan Perabot Muar (MFA) 
juga sedang menjalankan program vak-
sinasi yang sama iaitu kira-kira 30,000 
pekerja kilang akan mendapat suntikan 
vaksin,” katanya.

Turut sedia subsidi RM30 
untuk setiap vaksin bagi 

setiap pekerja kilang dalam 
sektor perkayuan

Muhtar (tiga dari kanan) bersama staf MTC di PPVIN Olak Lempit, Banting. 

Majlis Kayu-Kayan Malay-
sia (MTC) memperun-
tukkan sebanyak RM1.3 
juta bagi mempercepat-

kan suntikan vaksin dalam kalangan 
pekerja perkayuan melalui Program 
Vaksinasi Untuk Sektor Agrikomodi-
ti (VACOMS) di Pusat 
Pemberian Vaksin In-
dustri (PPVIN) di Olak 
Lempit, di sini.

Ketua Pegawai 
Eksekutif MTC, Muhtar 
Suhaili berkata, PPVIN 
tersebut berjaya memberi 

BANTING 

Oleh ENGKU SHARIFUL AZNI

MTC salur RM1.3 juta vaksin pekerja

SHAH ALAM – Institusi Pe -
nga jian Tinggi Swasta (IPTS), 
Asia Metropolitan University 
(AMU) menawarkan program 
Ijazah Sarjana Muda Peruba -
tan dan Pembe da han (MBBS) 
dengan yuran pengajian yang 
sangat kompetitif.

Naib Canselor Asia Metro -
politan University (AMU), 
Profesor Dr Mohamad Khan 
Jamal Khan berkata, pendeka -
tan itu diambil untuk membo-
leh kan lebih ramai pelajar yang bermi -
nat untuk melanjutkan pengajian dalam 
bidang perubatan mendapat peluang 
dan tidak terbeban setelah tamat penga -
jian kelak.

“AMU menawarkan program Ijazah 
Sarjana MBBS lebih 10 tahun dan 
diiktiraf oleh Majlis Perubatan Malay sia 
serta mendapat akreditasi penuh oleh 
Agensi Kelayakan Malaysia (MQA). 

“AMU juga memastikan pengajian 
pelajar terjaga dan mudah dengan 

penem pa tan klinikal dalam 
negeri yang sama di Johor. 
Ia membolehkan pela jar 
dapat mengurangkan kos 
bagi penempatan klini kal 
yang rata-rata memerlu kan 
pela jar untuk berulang-alik 
dengan jarak yang jauh,” 
katanya dalam kenya taan. 

Beliau berkata, untuk 
meng galakkan pelajar men-
ce buri bidang perubatan 
atau program MBBS, AMU 

menyedia kan pemoto ngan harga yuran 
pendaf taran sebanyak 30 peratus bagi 
pelajar yang mendaftar pada kemasukan 
bulan Ogos 2021. 

AMU juga menawarkan pelbagai 
program dalam bidang perniagaan, 
perakaunan, teknologi maklumat, sains 
komputer, sains perubatan, kejurura -
watan dan kesihatan dari peringkat 
asasi hingga pasca siswazah.

Untuk maklumat lanjut layari www.
amu.edu.my/daftar2021.

SHAH ALAM - Rangkaian ais krim 
terbesar di dunia, Baskin-Robbins 
mengadakan kempen selama 31 hari 
bagi edisi Hari Kebangsaan pada tahun 
ini. 

Baskin-Robbins berkata, jenama 
aiskrim itu menawarkan promosi pada 
tarikh 31 Ogos pada setiap tahun dan 
memberikan diskaun harga sebanyak 
31 peratus bagi handpacked aiskrim. 

“Sempena Hari Kebangsaan, 
Baskin-Robbins menyediakan tiga 
tawaran iaitu tiga hari bermula 29 Ogos 
hingga 31 Ogos 2021 dengan pembung -
kusan edisi terhad ‘Peranakan Batik 
Style’ yang sesuai dijadikan hadiah. 

“Orang ramai disarankan datang 
lebih awal bagi mengelakkan beratur 
panjang untuk mendapatkan aiskrim 
yang ditawarkan,” katanya dalam satu 
kenyataan. 

Baskin-Robbins berkata, orang ra-
mai boleh mendapatkan pelbagai man-
faat daripada aplikasi B-R mobile app 
(www.baskinrobbins.com.my/mobi-
leapp).

Sementara itu, Baskin-Robbins ber-
kata, bagi pelanggan yang mahu mem-
beli dan membawa pulang aiskrim 
mereka boleh menikmati Ice Apam 
yang diinspirasi daripada snek tempat-
an, Apam Balik.

“Antara yang ditawarkan ialah Ice 
Apam Junior dijual pada harga 
RM11.50, Ice Apam Regular dijual 
pada harga RM15.50 manakala 
Chocolate Dipped Ice Apam berharga 
RM18.50,” katanya. 

AMU tawar yuran pengajian kompetitif Baskin-Robbins tampil aiskrim edisi Hari Kebangsaan

Kampus Asia Metropolitan University di Johor Bahru.

Diskaun 31 peratus untuk handpacked aiskrim.

Ice Apam yang ditawarkan Baskin-Robbins.

FOTO: MTC

DR MOHAMAD KHAN 
JAMAL KHAN

Turut ditawarkan ialah Classic Trio 
yang mempunyai perisa coklat, vanil-
la dan strawberi yang berharga 
RM9.50.  

“Disediakan dalam pembungkusan 
istimewa yang diinspirasikan batik 
tradisional peranakan dan unik yang 
direka dengan menggunakan ikon B-R. 
Ia ditawarkan sehingga 16 September 
2021 sahaja,” katanya.

NASIONAL
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MTC gives RM1.3 million for timber industy’s vaccination programme 
 

The Council provides subsidies to expedite mass vaccination  
among timber sector workers 

 
 
KUALA LUMPUR (27 AUGUST 2021): The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) has 
allocated RM1.3 million to expedite mass vaccination among workers from the timber-
based sector through the industrial vaccination programme. 
  
The Council, which set up its vaccination centre in Olak Lempit, Banting, Selangor, for 
this purpose has successfully vaccinated 10,005 workers for the first dose as of 16 
August 2021. 
  
The Vaccination Programme for the Agricommodity Sector (VACOMS) at PPVIN@Olak 
Lempit began vaccinating factory workers on 28 July 2021 and will cease operations on 
6 September 2021. The Council will engage with the respective timber associations or 
companies in other states to provide the subsidies they need to enable mass 
vaccination to curb workplace clusters in factories. 
 
MTC Chief Exective Officer Muhtar Suhaili said: “Covid-19 is going to become an 
endemic and we need to create workplaces that are safe for us to operate in for 
business continuity. MTC will provide a subsidy of RM30 per vaccine for each factory 
worker.” 
 
The timber industry is extremely collective in its measures towards mass vaccination as 
it had suffered losses amounting to RM60 million daily in June due to the lockdowns.  
 
To revive operations in line with the current government directive which stipulates the 
percentage of work force in a factory to be dependent on the number of vaccinated 
employees, business owners are proactively ensuring that their workers get vaccinated 
as quickly as possible. 
 
The Muar Furniture Association (MFA) is conducting a similar vaccination programme 
where an estimated 30,000 factory workers will be vaccinated. 
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made to 80 companies covering 254 
containers.

The EAP is just one of the many 
safeguards MTC had put in place to 
help the industry.

MTC has done almost 
everything possible to assist indus-
try players. We had programmes to 
help business owners move their 
operations onto e-platforms and 
multiple incentives to encourage 
this migration on top of the finan-
cial assistance for the purchase of 
machinery and raw materials. MTC 
had also produced SOPs videos 
in various languages to be placed 
in factories to remind workers to 
adhere to SOPs.

Though in 2019, MTC had al-
ready strategically crafted out its 
Five-Year Plan (2019-2023) to cir-
cumvent the effects of the pandem-
ic, there were a few curve balls that 
came our way with the rising num-
ber of COVID-19 cases that were 
plaguing the manufacturing sectors 
where adhering to SOPs had to be 
coupled with herd immunisation as 
quickly as possible.

MTC setup a vaccination centre 
in Olak Lempit in Banting, Selan-
gor. It was a mammoth task where 
the first batch of factory workers 
were vaccinated on 28 July. We 
targeted to vaccinate at least 10,000 

employees by 6 September and had 
successfully vaccinated 10,005 for 
the first dose by 16 August.  

MTC’s PPVIN centre in Olak 
Lempit is now open for tim-
ber-based factory workers from 
Perak, Pahang, Negeri Sembilan, 
and Melaka. A similar immunisa-
tion programme is being conducted 
in Muar, Johor, by the Muar Furni-
ture Association which MTC is in 
support of.

As a CEO, I am happy with what 
MTC has achieved with this vacci-
nation programme. I know this will 
bring the industry back on its feet 
as the government eases restric-
tions under the NRP.

grow and store it. If the forest is left 
totally alone, the trees in the forest 
will grow old and die and as the 
wood rots, it will release the stored 
carbon in the form of CO2 into the 
atmosphere. You also need to cut 
older trees to make way for young-
er ones. These are part of climate 
change mitigation.

Timbers are the greenest and 
only renewable building material 
in the world. No other product can 
match timbers’ characteristics. It is 
durable and an excellent insulator. 
Timbers also have a high strength-
to-weight ratio which means the 
weight of timber materials needed 
for a particular structure can be 16 
times less than steel or five times 
less than concrete. Timbers also 
perform well in fire where large col-
umns or beams will only char while 
products like steel and concrete 
would have buckled under similar 
high temperatures. 

The question of deforestation or 
illegally logging comes under the 
purview of the Malaysian Forestry 
Department, not MTC. Despite the 
Forestry Department’s best efforts, 
there are some misgivings. 

The timber industry is a huge 
business and businessmen want to 
remain in business. So, how can we 
stay in business if we chop off our 
natural resource indiscriminately. 
Unlike temperate timber species 
which can mature in less than 10 
years, Malaysian timber trees take 
over 60 years to mature! 

Malaysia has been practicing 
Sustainable Forest Management 
(SFM) since 1901 and we have 
kept our promise to maintaining 
50% of our land area under forest 
cover based on the Rio Summit 
1992 agreement. We also have the 
Malaysian Timber Certification 
Council (MTCC) which certifies 
that our timbers are responsibly 
sourced. 

Malaysia also exports to dis-
cerning buyers in Europe, US, 
Japan, and Australia who prefer to 
buy certified timbers that are sus-
tainably sourced, and their strin-
gent requirements doesn’t give us 
room to compromise anything.

Coming out of this pandemic 
won’t be easy but our stakeholders 
can be rest assured that MTC has 
got their back!

This vaccination programme 
will be a major part of a meaning-
ful chapter in MTC’s achievements 
as we celebrate our 30th anniversary 
next year and I am proud to be part 
and parcel of this as I oversee this 
programme.

Despite all that we do, the 
Malaysian timber industry has 
almost always come under fire. 
The amazing properties of timber 
is often overshadowed and it is 
heart-wrenching, especially in 
this digital age that many are still 
ignorant.

Trees need to be cut for a rea-
son… Wood and CO2 are natural 
partners. Trees absorb CO2 as they 

When I first came 
onboard as the 
Chief Executive 
Officer of the 
Malaysian Tim-

ber Council (MTC) in November 
2020, I had spent many late nights 
studying the inner workings of the 
Malaysian timber industry and the 
industry at the global level. 

I was deeply moved by its strug-
gles in the early days. The growth 
of the industry, the founding of the 
Council and the immense respect 
that Malaysian timber-based man-
ufacturers command all over the 
world for delivering high quality 
products in countries which have 
the strictest laws on sustainability, 
legality and emissions are no small 
feat.

The Malaysian timber industry, 
which is the third largest sector 
in the commodities industry after 
palm oil and rubber, contributed 
about RM22.02 billion in exports 
in 2020. This earning represented 
14.6% of the total contribution from 
the commodities sector, 2.2% of the 
country’s total merchandise export 
and 1.6% to the country’s GDP.

The timber industry’s exports 
increased by 21% in Q1 2021 to 
RM12 billion from RM10 billion in 
Q1 2020. As of June 2021, exports 
of timber and timber products 
stood at RM11.6 billion which was 
an increase of 20.7% over the same 
corresponding period in 2020. How-
ever, the Malaysian timber industry 
also suffered losses of about RM60 
million DAILY due to the lock-
downs.

The COVID-19 pandemic had a 
dire impact on the industry. There 
were disruptions to supply chains, 
global and domestic demands had 
slowed down, there were cashflow 
management issues, increased 
freight charges and raw material 
cost. COVID-19 had caused port 
congestion and the unavailability 
of empty containers which caused 
container shipment charges to sky-
rocket between 300% and 500%.

To address this, MTC intro-
duced the Export Assistance Pro-
gramme (EAP) to help exporters, 
particularly SMEs, to defray part of 
the ocean freight charges. A total 
of RM1 million was allocated and 
as of July 2021, disbursements were 

  Coming out of this 
pandemic won’t be easy 
but our stakeholders can 
be rest assured that MTC 
has got their back!.   

— MUHTAR SUHAILI

Below: Well underway, the 
vaccination programme in 
Olak Lempit

Muhtar (third from right) with MTC staff at Olak Lempit

A shot in 
the Arm 
– MTC’s Vaccination Programme 
for the Timber Industry

By MUHTAR SUHAIL I
Chief Executive Officer
Malaysian Timber Council
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Ms. Wong (right) attending to visitors.
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IMOB 
Istanbul  
Furniture 
Fair

MTC participated in the 17th International Istanbul Furniture 
Fair (CNR Mobilya Fair) from 3-8 August 2021. One of the largest 
furniture fairs in the Middle East, it saw 420 participating 
companies from various countries from Europe, the Middle East, 
the Far East, North Africa, Africa, America, Italy and Russia 
showcasing their brand-new designs and unique concepts. 

While this number dropped from 750 exhibitors the year before, 
the CNR Mobilya Fair (IMOB) was considered successful with a 
good number of participants and visitors. Products showcased 
at the exhibition included the following styles - Modern and 
Avantgarde, Modular Furniture, Classical and Neo-Classical. 

This was MTC’s first participation in this renowned furniture 
exhibition to promote and open up opportunities for the 
Malaysian furniture sector. MTC Regional Representative for 
Middle East & Africa, Ms. Roshan Clarice, and MTC Executive for 
Industry Development, Ms. Wong Mei Kuan, represented MTC at 
IMOB. 

MTC was the sole representative from Malaysia this year with 
eight Malaysian companies having participated in 2020. As such, 
MTC managed to garner a lot of attention and trade enquiries from 
a good number of visitors throughout the six-day exhibition. 
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Fruitful Virtual B2B 
sessions with foreign 
counterparts
On 26 July 2021, MTC conducted a virtual B2B dialogue session 
with Nepalese importers of sawntimber, flooring, doors and 
furniture. MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili gave the welcome 
remarks in the session which saw a total of 33 participants from 
14 Malaysian and 10 Nepalese companies discussing, networking 
and sharing information on the timber markets of their respective 
countries. The special invited guest at the B2B was former Joint 
Secretary of the Ministry of Forest Department, Government of 
Nepal, Mr. Rishi Ram Tripathee.

MTC also held another B2B, with Mauritius timber importers 
focusing on sawntimber and value-added products, on 28 July 2021. 
This was a follow-up to a successful industry dialogue on timber and 
furniture sector that took place in April this year. There were seven 
participants from Mauritius - Grewals (Mauritius), Timber MU, Koo 
Seen Lin, Hee Hong Wye, Mavenci, Wong Chap Lan and LSH Li Tung 
Sang & Co - and 11 timber companies from Malaysia. Mr. Roger Chin, 
COO of MTC gave the welcoming remarks.

The B2B with Mauritius is one of the many efforts carried out by 
MTC to engage the industry members from various timber sectors 
in an exchange of information on the opportunities and challenges 
present in both countries via a virtual platform.

B2B with seven timber importers from Mauritius.

Lively engagement during the Nepal B2B session.
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Imei 
Furniture 
Industries 
Sdn Bhd

Established in 1999, Imei Furniture Industries has primarily 
engaged in producing wooden furniture in particular tables, 
chairs, occasional furniture and cabinets.

They have been using Rubberwood as the primary timber in the 
production of their furniture products while also using Medium 
Density Fibreboard and particleboard laminated with wood 
veneer and tempered glass to enhance their product designs and 
to offer their customers a wide range of choices.

In 2014, they expanded their repertoire of timber used to 
include European Beech (Fagus sylvatica) in developing their 
product line. Importing mostly from Germany and previously 
France as well, the timber is from certified sustainable forest 
management systems in accordance with the EUTR-PEFC 
certification and in compliance with the currently valid 
regulations in the chain of custody.

This year, with MTC’s Import Assistance Programme (IAP), Imei 
has so far accumulatively imported a total 580.3080 m3 of timber 
with assistance worth more than RM40,000. 

Ime’s liaising officer with MTC Ms. Chong Poh Wah said “IAP is 
quite good as it has helped us to ease our finances quite a bit.” 
Through the three years of receiving assistance under IAP, she 
recalled one of the years when Imei received even up to about 
RM70,000 of assistance in total. 

Imei has expanded their repertoire of timber used to include European Beech.



Seated among productive 
dining furniture players
Ever since its inception in 2011, Gao Sheng Furniture (M) Sdn Bhd, 
located in Muar, Johor, has met the demand for dining furniture sets 
around the world, especially in Europe. In 2020, Malaysia exported 
a total of RM892.6 million worth of wooden furniture to Europe. 
Besides dining sets, Gao Sheng has also produced sofa sets, bedroom 
sets and occasional furniture over the years but is keen to focus on 
dining sets. 

Produced using mainly Rubberwood, Gao Sheng manufactures its 
dining sets as export to countries like The Netherlands, Poland, UK, 
Ireland and France. 

With the steady growth in demand for furniture over the last few 
years, Gao Sheng’s management had decided it was the right time to 
invest in new machines, specifically for producing chair backs and 
chair seats.

Through MTC’s Financial Incentive for Purchase of Machinery (FIPM) 
programme, they acquired two new machines – a four-axis linkage 
machining centre with tool magazine and a four-spindle switch ATC 
router with standard accessories. This programme comes under one 
of MTC’s goals to spearhead and support the timber and furniture 
industry’s drive towards automation and digitalisation. Companies 
are able to receive 20% reimbursements or up to RM50,000 for 
machinery purchased. 

According to Gao Sheng’s marketing head Mr. Bryan Tok, the four-
axis linkage machining centre has helped increase their productivity 
of chair backs by 26.3%. “We used to make an average of 95 pieces 
per hour, but it has now gone up to 120 pieces per hour,” he said. In 
addition, there used to be four workers working on this task but with 
the machine, only one worker is now needed.

For the four-spindle switch ATC router machine, Mr. Tok said their 
production output of chair seats has increased by 100% when before 
the use of the machine, they were only capable of producing 45 pieces 
per hour, but this has increased to 90 pieces per hour. The number of 
workers involved had also decreased from five to two workers in the 
production process.

“We’re very satisfied with the help of our new machines,” he said.
The sleek designs which characterise Gao Sheng’s dining sets, coming 
in various warm shades are set to continue to find their way into many 
European homes. 
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Gao Sheng’s dining sets are produced using mainly Rubberwood. 
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“I’m building a kampung here,” Datuk Chua Hock Gee says in jest as 
he described his most current project at Plus Intervest Sdn Bhd. 

The company he founded in 2001, based in Batu Kikir, Jempol, 
Negri Sembilan has been his venture to supply plywood products 
to his clients in Malaysia and other parts of the world as well as 
his hub to nurture seedlings.

He uses the Malay word for ‘village’, or kampung, to refer to the 
community planting project that Plus Intervest is embarking 
on. It is mainly aimed at helping to reduce the timber industry’s 
dependence on the natural forest while raising the income of the 
B40 communities planting fast-growing species of trees.

Ready for alternatives

Datuk Chua’s love for timber began in the 1980’s when he was 
headhunted to join United Malaysia Timber Products Sdn Bhd in 
Kemaman, Terengganu. With his tertiary training in Electrical 
Engineering, it was there that he had cut his teeth in the area 
of handling raw material besides being exposed to manpower 
management. 

Datuk Chua is also the Deputy Chairman of The Malaysian 
Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA) as well as a 
member of the Malaysian Timber Council’s Board of Trustees.
Over the years, being in the upstream sector allowed him to 
observe a growing issue. 

32

Being nearly over forty years in the timber industry, 
Datuk Chua Hock Gee shares with Timber Malaysia 
his passion for community planting of trees as a 
vehicle to mitigate some of the issues faced by the 
upstream sector in the timber industry

Plus Intervest is already exploring alternative raw materials for 
the production of marine plywood and LVL. 

Plying 
the future 
sustainably

July-August 2021 Timber Malaysia
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“In the early days, we had an abundant supply of logs,” Datuk 
Chua says. “Now, due to the limit in supply, we gradually switched 
to more coconut trunk wood, Rubberwood and palm oil trunk,” 
he said. “We are also looking into marine plywood and LVL 
(laminated veneer lumber) using oil palm trunk (OPT).”

Datuk Chua said the Movement Control Order (MCO) had 
exacerbated the challenges already present years before the 
lockdowns. “There are already not many Malaysians working 
in the logging sector in our forests. During the three-month 
lockdown in 2021 for example, our Indonesian logging workers 
migrated to other jobs or industries. 

“It is not an easy task to train up skilled workers to operate the 
machines. It takes months to prop up the supply chain,” he said.

He reckons the industry’s only alternative is to look at the 
alternatives, moving forward.

“It’s about time. We have no choice but to move up the value 
chain, produce less, but produce higher value and use the balance 
of rescued logs. That’s what we’re doing at Plus Intervest.

It really takes a village, they say, and for Datuk Chua’s vision, he 
sees the growing cooperation within the industry between MTC, 

July-August 2021 Timber Malaysia

MTIB and FRIM as a catalyst to expand alternative raw material 
supplies. 

He said he was pleased to see MTC encouraging the replanting 
of trees and renewable resources, as what Malaysian Wood 
Industries Association and The MPMA are about. 

Due to limit in supply, Plus Intervest has gradually switched to more coconut trunk 
wood, Rubberwood and oil palm trunk.

Raw materials ready for processing at Plus Intervest.
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Community Planting ventures

In 2019, together with MPMA under the leadership of Chairman 
Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman Rahman, Plus Intervest signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Forest Research 
Institute Malaysia (FRIM), joining hands to tap on FRIM’s 

technical expertise to produce tissue culture Eucalyptus sp. 
seedlings and other commercial value species for the MPMA 
community plantation programme.

Plus Intervest nurturing tissue culture seedlings for future distribution to  farmers and community members around Batu Kikir town.

The community planting project is mainly aimed at helping to reduce the timber industry’s dependence on the natural forest.
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At the same time, Plus Intervest had also signed an MOU with 
FRIM as an extension of its first 2016 MoU with FRIM that 
expired in April 2019. The project involves Plus Intervest and 
small farmers around Batu Kikir producing large scale Eucalyptus 
hybrid and E. pellita tissue culture seedlings for planting to ensure 
the sustainability of plant and raw material.

The collaboration sees FRIM conducting various studies to 
determine suitable forest species for plantation which can be 
harvested in less than six years, playing its role in promoting 
and supporting the MPMA community plantation programme 
by providing expertise as well as technical assistance in the 
production of seedlings through tissue culture.

On 7 September 2020, former Minister of Plantation Industries 
and Commodities officially launched the community planting 
project at FRIM in the presence of representatives of the Batu 
Kikir community, companies, agencies and industries.

“I would encourage all sawmillers, local councils and town 
councils to plant on unused land. We plant things which will be 
useful commodities for commerce, too. Ultimately, the planting of 
these crops would benefit the timber industry.

“Trees are vital to life. They keep the temperature down, they 
prevent floods, and they are our green lungs. Furthermore, in 
planting them, they make very good investments. Their returns 
can be 10% to 20% per annum, whereas our fixed deposits in the 
bank only yield about 3% per annum!” Datuk Chua reasoned. 

“It’s never too late to plant. I might not be able to reap what I have 
sowed now. But our future generation will.” 

Additional sources: FRIM and The Star
From left: MPMA Executive Secretary Mr. CY Tan, Datuk Chua, Dato’ Wira Sheikh 

Othman and MPMA Exco and Managing Director of Forest Height Mr. KA Cheong at 
the tree cultivation area for fast growing species.

Signing of MOU with FRIM and MPMA.

The project is to ensure the sustainability of plant and raw material. 



Dee Noon Corporation Sdn Bhd was founded by Dato’ Alvin 
Kang in 2005. Dee Noon’s principal activity is the manufacturing 
of panel-based furniture. The company produces its own 
design with its in-house R&D team and manufactures OEM 
products of customer choices. Apart from export, Dee Noon 
also manufactures built-in kitchen cabinets catering for various 
housing projects in Peninsular Malaysia. 

Dee Noon established its first leased factory in Valdor, Penang. 
Two years later, Dee Noon relocated to its own factory at Sungai 
Baong Furniture Village, Penang. It now owns three factories and 
four warehouses. The first factory plus warehouse covers an area 
of 5.4 acres, while the second and third factories cover 3.15 acres 
and 1.1 acres, respectively. The four warehouses accounted for a 
total of 6.45 acres.

Lately, Dee Noon implemented an intelligent production 
line for high-tech development in line with Industry 4.0. The 
development of an intelligent production line is to increase its 
production capacity and reduce reliance on foreign workers. 

“It is always vital to save energy and provide for a green 
environment to reduce waste discharge and environmental 
pollution,” says Dato’ Kang, its Executive Chairman. Besides that, 
Dee Noon has successfully implemented a solar panel system in 
2020, which saves 20-30% in electricity cost monthly.

Dee Noon produces a wide range of products, including kitchen, 
bedroom, living room, office and children furniture. Currently, 

it exports to more than 30 countries including Japan, United 
States, South Africa and countries in Europe, Middle East and 
Southeast Asia. Dee Noon has the capacity to produce around 90 
containers per month. 

Dato’ Kang vigorously promotes environmentally friendly 
furniture. “Our environmentally friendly furniture is mainly 
made of materials that do not contain toxins, such as chemical 
glues. Oily glue is stronger but will produce toxins, which will 
affect our health if exposed long-term to the toxins. Hence, we 
are using water-based glue, which is better for health.”

Dee Noon values its customers by working its best to satisfy 
their preferences and quality requirements. In 2017, Dee Noon 
implemented the 5S Management system to efficiently control 
and manage labour and material costs, working environment and 
product quality. 

Dee Noon
Expert in 
furniture 
design and 
manufacturing
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Dee Noon has met the requirements of ISO 9001:2015 
certification in Malaysia. Also, as the product quality of Dee 
Noon is excellent and with zero rejection from customers, the UK 
Consumer Quality Management Authority awarded Dee Noon a 
quality product award in 2013. 

Besides, Dee Noon has always paid attention to the market and 
regulatory requirements by continuously enhancing its business 
values. Therefore, it specially hired SQAC SEDEX independent 
investigation and auditing company to conduct a full-scale audit 
on social responsibility and quality management of Dee Noon 
Group and was awarded the SMETA – 4 PILLAR certification. 

In addition, Dee Noon has been awarded a certificate by the 
Construction Industry Development Board to conduct tendering 
and construction of building renovation projects in Malaysia. 

The furniture industry has been generally considered to be 3D, 
which means Dirty, Dangerous and Demeaning. Dato’ Kang 
adds, “The younger generation in Malaysia is reluctant to join 
this industry, while the older generation of craftsmen is using 
traditional craftsmanship to make furniture. The output and 
cost are serious asymmetries, so much so that the traditional 
furniture industry faces the dilemma of lack of productivity and 
is gradually eliminated due to insufficient productivity.” 

In this regard, Dee Noon introduced a foreign labour force 
many years ago and used semi-intelligent machinery to replace 
labour and technical deficiencies. Due to the need for industry 
development, Dee Noon has moved towards systematisation and 
the development of high-intelligence machinery. 

INDUSTRY FOCUS 

Many of its production lines and machinery are connected and 
controlled by a central system. Most of its production processes 
have been mechanised and standardised. Any employee can 
operate according to the safety guidelines and standard operating 
procedures. The plant also has a central dust collection system 
following environmental protection standards, resulting in a 
clean and comfortable workplace. 

“In recent years, many high-end intelligent types of machinery 
have been introduced into the market. It has benefitted the 
industry as the mechanisation of the production processes has 
greatly reduced the usage of labour and saved money and time.
In addition, output has increased multiple folds,” explains
Dato’ Kang.

In 2018, Dee Noon achieved the FMA Golden Globe 2018 
Enterprise Award Business Innovation Award Gold. Dato’ Kang 
who received this award from Penang State Chief Minister, YAB 
Mr. Chow Kon Yeow, says: “This is not just an honour. It also 
certified that the strive of Dee Noon for the past 14 years has 
been recognised. 

“Our commitment to promoting cost-effective, high-quality 
products while maintaining competitive pricing has further 
enhanced our leading stand in the market. We are striving to 
achieve another peak performance with continuous expansion 
and adoption of IoT. In the meantime, it is always important for 
each and every one, which means me and my team, to fulfil our 
social corporate responsibility,” says Dato’ Kang. 
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“The first stop in my life was the furniture industry and it will also 
be my last stop because I love what I do in this industry,” says Dato’ 
Kenny Low, full of enthusiasm.

Wysen exports to 30 countries. A one-stop office furniture 
manufacturer recognised globally, Wysen designs and manufactures 
high quality furniture namely office chairs, desks, lounge setting, 
open plan system, lounge sitting and storage space among other 
products for large corporations and SMEs alike. Wood comprises 30% 
of the material used in their ISO 9001:2000 recognised facility.

Wysen focuses on technology and ergonomics and blends unique 
design while keeping their furniture affordable.
 
Dato’ Low, 42, explained that he started humbly. “I only studied till 
Standard 6 due to my family’s financial situation then. At a young 
age, I got my first job as a junior worker at a furniture factory earning 
RM8 per day. I worked there for 5-6 years without EPF and SOCSO.” 

Barely out of his teens, he later set up a company doing subcontractor 
labelling where manufacturers sent raw materials to him. 

Business started to climb when in 2004, Dato’ Low went to Dubai for 
his first-ever INDEX Dubai exhibition. “I had no choice. I had to find 
sales to enter into a global business so I brought my products to my 
booth and wrote the prices on an A4 paper. People told me it didn’t 
look professional. But eventually, I got six containers’ worth of orders! 

“At that time, I haven’t had experience exporting at all, so I used 
the lowest price to target and enter the global market. It was good 
experience for me,” he recalls.

It was also there in Dubai when he was trying to order omelettes 
at the buffet line where he couldn’t find the word and realised he 
needed to improve his English.   

“When you’re hungry for something, you will definitely be hungry to 
learn,” he said. 

His appetite to learn and take risks took him to a continent few 
Malaysians have gone into. Wysen is investing a lot in Africa where 
they are exporting to 12 of the 54 African nations and counting. 
Ethiopia, Tanzania, Sudan, Kenya and Zimbabwe in the African 
market makes up 50% of Wysen’s sales with their other main 
market being the ASEAN countries. 

Wysen Industry 
Sdn Bhd
One-stop 
transformational 
hub of excellence
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A shortage of manpower effected by closed borders, where companies 
could not hire new workers from countries like Myanmar and Nepal, 
has caused orders to be continuously delayed and difficult to fulfil. 
Furthermore, as with many factories and manufacturers facing the 
same issue, Wysen had had to handle COVID-19 cases among their 
workers. As their factory is in Puchong, it is difficult for workers to 
go to Sungai Buloh to quarantine but now that Wysen has set up a 
quarantine centre near the factory based on the Ministry of Health’s 
guidelines, the infection issues, if any, are under control.

The labour shortage, together with needing to import more raw 
material from China, Korea and Taiwan plus ocean freight cost having 
risen by about 300% to 500%, has caused some daunting setbacks. 
The three months’ shutdown by the Malaysian government also saw 
some of Wysen’s employees move on to greener pastures in other 
industries also affected by labour shortage, wooed by the higher pay.

Despite the challenges, Dato’ Low is continuing his mission, having 
set a good foundation to his company’s practice for years, building 
trust and credibility. 

Technological upgrading is forefront in Wysen’s plans. Dato’ Low 
says that Wysen has spent about RM2 million to buy Taiwanese test 
lab equipment to test materials from their own factory. In contrast 
to many Malaysian manufacturers who send materials to FRIM, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, his company decided that setting up a lab 
on their premises would make them confident of Wysen’s products. 

While they used to get their products stress tested by SGS, a leading 
international testing, inspection and certification company in Hong 
Kong in the past, Wysen now has their own testing lab for safety and 
durability.

Seeing the necessity of digital media marketing, Wysen has also 
been investing RM30,000 per year for SEO, SEM and their website. 
They’ve also set up a distributor page to boost the Malaysian branded 
products on one channel as well as having a YouTube channel. 

Wysen is currently sharing their “Corporate Transformation 
Programme” with furniture distributors and they are looking for 
partners for this programme. In Africa, they have set up in Tanzania, 
Ethiopia and Zimbabwe and are now going into Sudan. Wysen also 
has plans to train farmers to become furniture upholsterers and 
skill set workers in Lesotho, after Dato’ Low’s observation that many 
Africans pick skills up very fast. 

“We are looking for interested parties to join us in this 
transformation programme,” he said.

Ultimately, persistence is key. “It is important to have a prepared 
mindset to meet these challenges,” Dato’ Low says. Coupled with 
his willingness to work hard and his love for the furniture industry, 
Wysen’s future is looking bright. 
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After being in the business for more than two decades, Solid 
Lumber Sdn Bhd’s strength seems to be found in its founder’s 
simple philosophy of managing the tides and turns of business 
with wisdom.

Its Founder and Managing Director, Mr. Khoo Chin Leong, has 
been operating this sawmill since 1999.

Back in those days, Solid Lumber used to produce Merbau 
decking but currently, Mr. Khoo says they are focusing solely on 
sawntimber. He processes Red Meranti for the South African 
market and Dark Red Meranti for European countries, both of 
which make up 90% of Solid Lumber’s export market.

He acknowledges that the past few years have been a challenge 
due to the slowdown in demand and also gradual limitations in 
the raw material supply. 

There has been more competition over the years as well. “Not only 
are there new exporters from within the country and region but 
also timber replacement products like engineered wood coming 
into the market, he says.

When faced with such a situation, one cuts his coat according 
to one’s cloth. “I have trimmed down our volume of production 
and have kept overheads at a minimum, so that has helped a lot,” 
Mr. Khoo says. He currently has a few workers and focuses on 
producing quality sawntimber for his clients.

Solid Lumber also has a strategic partnership with Min Ho for its 
kiln drying needs. 

Over the years, he has adapted his company’s direction to the 
tides and turns of the economy with pragmatism, balanced by a 
quiet contentment.

Solid Lumber
Believes that 
timber is here   
to stay
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“I’ve been in the business for so many years so definitely, I enjoy 
it,” he says.

He also stated how he was grateful that The Timber Exporters’ 
Association of Malaysia (TEAM) and the Malaysian Timber 
Council (MTC) have played a role in supporting exporters like him 
through the years with him having joined their various organised 
mission trips overseas to explore new markets to penetrate. 

Even though his children are interested in other fields, he still 
sees hope in the sustainability of the timber industry. 

“It’s not a sunset industry. The Japanese have a saying: ‘In this 
world, you can’t do without wood.’ So, the demand and supply 
may be less but there will always be demand for wood.”

“We hope we can maintain things when the demand comes back 
and that’s good enough,” he says. 
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Established more than 30 years ago, Meranti Marshal Sdn. 
Bhd., also known as Meranti Furniture Sdn. Bhd., is actively 
involved in the supply of highly elegant and quality furniture. 
Based in Selangor, with its headquarters in Bangi and factory 
in Olak Lempit in Banting, the company is also into design and 
installation of interior and exterior works that meet the demand 
and needs of its clients. 

Director, Mr. Umar Dato’ Md Pishal, shares: “Since our inception 
in 1989 by my parents, Meranti Marshal has completed furniture 
and interior works worth more than RM120 million ringgit. With 
a team of 180 well-trained and experienced manpower, we have 
been able to satisfy the demand of our esteemed clients.

“These include leading property developers like Malaysian 
Resources Corporation Berhad, Putrajaya Holdings Sdn. Bhd., 
Ahmad Zaki Sdn. Bhd. and Johawaki Development Sdn. Bhd. as 
well as many government departments and agencies. 

“Some of our major projects such as Selayang Hospital in 
Selangor, Psychiatric Hospital Permai at Johor Bahru, Kuala 
Lumpur International Airport and Putrajaya, the federal 
government administrative complex, have proven not only 
the quality of products and services but also the capabilities of 
Bumiputra entrepreneurs such as Meranti Marshal.

“We have also been appointed as a furniture solution provider 
for several local university projects, namely, Universiti Malaya, 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, Universiti Putra Malaysia, 
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, Universiti Teknologi MARA, and 
Islamic Institution University Malaysia. 

“Our involvement in a project with the Community 
Development Department, better known as KEMAS under 
the Ministry of Rural Development, of which we are the sole 
furniture provider for all kindergartens in the country, has also 
brought about phenomenal impact to our vast experiences.”

Meranti Marshal is staying true to its vision to become a world 
class furniture manufacturer that can provide solutions to 
meet various customers’ needs and aspirations, as well as its 
mission to provide innovative products and services that meet 
its customers’ satisfaction while, at the same time, instilling 
environmental-friendly atmosphere for both, its staff and 
clients alike.

Meranti Marshal
Designing without 
boundaries 
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“At Meranti Marshal, we understand the challenges our 
clients face, hence, we strive to provide them the best value 
for their money. Their challenges are often multi-dimensional, 
arising from a complex business environment. From cost, time 
and quality assessments to resource planning and process 
management, we seek to minimise the risks while maximising the 
prospects of our clients’ projects. We provide the optimal designs 
to meet their requirements.

“We believe in offering complete assurance to our clients in all 
aspects of the projects. Our teams of dedicated people ensure that 
everything we build must meet the highest quality standards. 
Our quality management system is also accredited with ISO 
9001:2008.

“We recognise the importance of our clients, projects and work 
towards maximum satisfaction with our services. Vigorous 
planning and sound management of projects ensure that 
deadlines are met, costs are minimised and success is delivered,” 
explains Umar.

More often than not, its customers require specialised products 
and furniture for specific purposes, which are not readily avaiable 

in the market. This includes a whole range of items such as 
customised shelves, cabinets, wardrobes, exhibition booths, 
display racks, poster boards and even classic mobile food stalls.

“We are dedicated to catering to all of our clients’ needs. 
Whatever the need, our creative designers work along our code of 
“design without boundaries” to give our clients the best services 
and solutions,” assures Umar.

The company is also dedicated to sustainability. Umar stressed 
on the importance of utilising surplus wood or residue instead of 
just discarding them by repurposing them to make coffee tables 
or small but innovative accessories and souvenir items such as 
wooden cardholders.

Looking forward, Meranti Marshal plans to expand their 
operations to the Muar Furniture Park in Johor, Malaysia’s 
premier furniture hub. The company also intends to streamline 
their work through digitalisation and lean management to 
improve productivity while lowering production costs. Such are 
among Umar’s wishes to continue his parents’ legacy and grow 
the family’s award-winning business. 
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T3 Minneapolis was the largest modern mass timber building 
in the USA at completion, and the 180,000 square feet timber 
superstructure was installed in only 9.5 weeks.

With the successful launch of T3 Minneapolis (timber, 
technology, transportation), tall wood construction in North 
America continues to reach new heights. Replacing traditional 
structural systems such as concrete and steel, prefabricated solid 
wood panels, such as Nail-Laminated Timber (NLT) panels, create 
a construction method which is fast, clean, and sustainable–not 
to mention aesthetically pleasing.

StructureCraft was chosen as timber engineer-builder, for 
efficient structural solutions, low-cost, and quick erection/
delivery time. The company was also the Engineer of Record for 
the timber superstructure.

Designed by Michael Green Architecture and DLR Group, with 
MKA, this new office building’s seven stories and 220,000 square 
feet of mixed retail and office space has a strong draw on local 
investors and the tech and creative tenant due to the warmth 
of wood and the embrace of green construction techniques and 
materials.

The bottom concrete level is set aside for both retail space and a 
tenant amenity centre which includes fitness, social workspace, 
and bike parking. Above it is six stories of pure wood office space.
Looking for efficient structural solutions and quick erection 
times to meet a fall 2016 opening, Hines and Kraus Anderson 
Construction engaged StructureCraft to work as engineer-builder 
for the timber structure. 

As engineers, their love for pushing the edge in timber 
construction led StructureCraft to create new connection ideas, 
erection methodologies, and carry out full scale testing for 
this project - in pursuit of creating the most efficient structure 
possible. hey have a vision for perfecting this new system of 
building with wood and are eager for new opportunities to apply 
our ideas.

T3 Minneapolis 
Office Building, 
USA
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T3 Minneapolis, the largest modern mass timber building in the 
USA at completion. Photo credit: StructureCraft. 
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The building’s glulam members were shipped from Europe. Photo credit: StructureCraft.

The building has six stories of pure wood office space. Photo credit: StructureCraft.
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No extra fireproofing was necessary due to the charring performance of heavy timber. Photo credit: StructureCraft.

There were many options for mass timber floor systems – CLT, 
GLT, and NLT panel systems were all candidates for the floor and 
roof panels which span the glulam post and beam framework.
The teams’ decision to go with NLT was formed on a number of 
factors including structural advantages, lower cost, and faster 
procurement times. In order to maximise the fabrication and 
erection process, they fabricated the NLT panels in a shop in 
Winnipeg and shipped them to Minneapolis - several hours to 
the south.

The team arranged with a European supplier to ship the glulam 
members - CNC’d and ready for the steel connection plates - to 
Winnipeg. Here, they pre-installed all steel connection members 
to allow for JIT delivery and immediate erection on site.
Installation quick takes:
• Mass timber structures are 30% lighter than steel   
 equivalent; 60% lighter than equivalent post-tensioned  
 concrete building = smaller foundation, lower seismic loads;
• Close to cost of steel structure – no extra fireproofing  
 necessary due to the charring performance of heavy timber;
• 30,000 square feet floor plates were erected in one week;
• Approximately 3,600 cubic metres of wood are used in  
 the  structure, which will sequester about 3,200 tonnes of  
 carbon for the life of the building; and
• Over 1,100 8’x20’ NLT panels were used, the equivalent  
 square footage of nine hockey rinks. 

Source: structurecraft.com
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Approximately 3,600 cubic metres of wood were used in the structure.
Photo credit: StructureCraft.
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Know Your Timber
Machang
The Standard Malaysian Name for the timber of Mangifera spp. (Anacardiaceae). Major forest
 species of Mangifera include M. applanata, M. caesa, M. foetida, M. griffithii, M. indica,
M. longipetiolata, M. laurina, M. odorata, M. pajang, M. parviflora, M. quadrifida and M. torquenda. 
The sapwood is not clearly defined from the heartwood, which is light pink-brown to light brown.
In many trees, a streaky corewood is produced, where the wood is dark brown interspersed
 with streaks of blacks.

Density
The timber is a Light Hardwood with a density of 545-610 kg/m3 air dry.

Texture
Texture is moderately fine and even with straight to interlocked grain.

Strength Properties

Machining Properties

Main Uses
The timber is suitable for light construction, planking, flooring, plywood, pallets, posts, beams, joists, rafters and cooling tower (non-
structural members). The streaky corewood is highly prized as a decorative timber and is used for high class cabinet work, interior 
finishing, panelling, mouldings, partitioning, furniture, ornamental items and staircase.

Source: A Dictionary of Malaysian Timbers.
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and medium enterprises; reducing inequalities through income 
improvement and social assistance; applying a circular economy 
model; integrating climate change considerations into national 
policies, strategies and planning; and revitalising partnerships 
through South-South cooperation.

Responding to questions, Malaysia affirmed local government 
cooperation and that many SDGs are included in local development 
plans and Smart City Frameworks, emphasising the importance 
of civil society and the private sector in its national strategy. With 
regard to COVID-19, Malaysia said it strengthened healthcare and 
protected jobs.

At the conclusion of the meeting, the Forum took up the draft 
Ministerial Declaration in a formal session. The declaration 
emphasises the need for a resilient recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic that can, over the long term, reinforce, stimulate, and 
advance the SDGs.

The 2021 HLPF included more than 276 side events, 10 special events 
and high-level launches of reports, 17 VNR labs, and 12 virtual 
exhibitions. Nine Heads of State and Government, more than 100 
Deputy Prime Ministers, Ministers and Vice-Ministers, and over 190 
other speakers participated in town hall meetings, panels and fireside 
chats. The 2021 HLPF convened in a hybrid format (both virtual and 
at UN Headquarters) from 6-15 July 2021. 

Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin, Vol. 33 No. 74 | 19 July 2021.

2021 HLPF on 
Sustainable Development 
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“Let us renew our determination to build a strong, sustainable and 
inclusive recovery from the pandemic, and to take decisive action 
together to defeat the climate crisis and keep the promise of the 2030 
Agenda,” said UN Secretary-General António Guterres to the 2021 
gathering of the High-level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable 
Development. 

This theme echoed through the virtual panel discussions and 
presentations throughout the eight-day meeting. The COVID-19 
pandemic has triggered the worst global recession since 1930,  
caused immense suffering, and set back efforts to achieve the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

Participants highlighted increased poverty rates and hunger, 
decreased number of children in school, job losses, increased debt 
burdens, growing inequalities, along with increased human rights 
violations—all linked to the COVID-19 pandemic. Yet at the same 
time, many said the solutions exist to recover and build back better. 

Panelists focused on the importance of social protection systems, 
sustainable agriculture, digitisation, creating new debt relief and 
financing architecture, and stronger partnerships between civil 
society, the private sector, governments and the international 
community, among others, as the way to get back on track.

The Forum focused on the theme of “Sustainable and resilient 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic that promotes the economic, 
social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development: 
building an inclusive and effective path for the achievement of the 
2030 Agenda in the context of the decade of action and delivery for 
sustainable development.” 

The Forum also considered the integrated and interlinked nature 
of the SDGs and reviewed the SDG targets that matured in 2020, 
and discussed whether to update these targets. Specific focus was 
given to the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on the SDGs in 
least developed countries (LDCs), landlocked developing countries 
(LLDCs), small island developing states (SIDS) and African countries, 
as well as the special challenges faced by middle-income countries, 
and the need for reform of the international financial system and the 
debt relief architecture.

During the second week of the meeting, 42 countries presented 
Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) of their efforts to achieve 
the 2030 Agenda. Malaysia shared that the SDGs are aligned and 
embedded in its National Development Plan, and this VNR was 
prepared in consultation with local governments, parliamentarians, 
civil society organizations, and the private sector. 

Malaysia’s efforts include eradicating poverty using a 
transformational approach; addressing malnutrition through 
national policies; increasing health crisis preparedness; promoting 
inclusive economic growth through the expansion of micro, small 

Malaysia’s Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department for 
Economic Affairs, YB Dato’ Sri Mustapa bin Mohamed, delivering 

the country’s VNR 2021. Photo credit: IISD/ENB.
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With one crucial item on the agenda, parties and stakeholders 
convened online for the Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of the Parties 
to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone 
Layer (ExMOP 4). The COVID-19 pandemic delayed negotiations 
on the replenishment of the Multilateral Fund for Implementation 
of the Montreal Protocol for the period 2021-2023, but some donor 
countries are required by domestic financial regulations to make 
payments for their fiscal year by the end of June 2021. 

In the wake of ongoing disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the second part of the 43rd Meeting of the Open-ended Working 
Group (OEWG 43) of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol convened 
online from 14-17 July 2021 to tackle technical work on two issues 
that are crucial to efforts to repair and protect the ozone layer: the 
unexpected increase in emissions of trichlorofluoromethane (CFC-
11) and developments related to energy-efficient and low-global-
warming-potential (GWP) technologies. 

With two substantively identical sessions for each issue scheduled at 
different times to accommodate participants in a wide range of time 
zones, the Scientific Assessment Panel (SAP) and Technology and 
Economic Assessment Panel (TEAP) presented pre-recorded updates 
on their assessments of these subjects. Each presentation was 
followed by time for questions and answers and general statements, 
enabling participants to clarify their understanding of these 
technical issues.

On 14 and 15 July, delegates discussed the impact of the unexpected 
emissions of CFC-11, with many welcoming the SAP’s assessment 
that emissions are now declining, and the recovery of the ozone 
layer will not be significantly delayed. Several highlighted the need 
to strengthen monitoring and enforcement of parties’ obligations 
under the Montreal Protocol, with the aim of detecting unexpected 
emissions—and preventing illegal production and trade—of other 
ozone-depleting substances (ODS) in the future.

2nd Part of OEWG 43 
of Parties to Montreal 
Protocol

GLOBAL COMMUNITY

Photo credit: IISD/ENB.

On 16 and 17 July, participants focused on new information 
related to energy efficiency and low-GWP technologies. The TEAP’s 
Energy Efficiency Task Force provided updates to its 2020 report, 
highlighting the growing accessibility of energy efficient technologies 
with low-GWP in the refrigeration, air conditioning, and heat pump 
sectors. The Task Force underscored the potential benefits of early 
action to improve energy efficiency both for ozone recovery and 
climate change, noting that synergies with energy efficiency during 
the phase-down of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) could double the 
climate benefits.

Having dealt with issues related to the funding of the Multilateral 
Fund during the first part of the OEWG, which met virtually in May, 
the discussions at this second part of OEWG 43 were strictly technical 
and aimed to establish a basis for the policy negotiations that are 
expected to take place at the combined meetings of the Conference 
of the Parties (COP) to the Vienna Convention and Meeting of the 
Parties (MOP) to the Montreal Protocol in October this year. The 
negotiations will build on the essential technical work carried out by 
the OEWG, which has facilitated momentum on these urgent issues 
despite the global disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Over 300 participants joined the meetings, including parties, 
observers, and experts representing the TEAP and SAP. Addressing 
both of these multifaceted issues—the unexpected emissions of 
CFC-11, and energy-efficient and low-GWP technologies—are crucial 
to the continuing success of the Montreal Protocol in facilitating the 
recovery of the ozone laye

It is hoped that face-to-face meetings will resume in 2022. In the 
meantime, parties will have to overcome the challenge of negotiating 
urgent policy matters virtually. While the circumstances are not ideal, 
the vital importance of the work conducted under the auspices of 
the Montreal Protocol is clear. The messages coming out of the TEAP 
and the SAP reports at OEWG 43 reinforced the urgency of steadfast 
action to protect the ozone layer and, in so doing, contribute to the 
urgent fight against climate change. 

Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin, Vol. 19 No. 156 | 20 July 2021. OEWG-43 Co-Chair Martin Sirois, Canada. Photo credit: IISD/ENB.
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With a streamlined agenda of time-sensitive work, parties and 
stakeholders to the three global hazardous chemicals and wastes 
conventions convened online for the first of two segments of their 
biennial meetings of the Conferences of the Parties (COPs). 
Parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm (BRS) Conventions 
dealt with urgent operational and substantive work including, inter 
alia, election of officers for the Rotterdam Convention (RC) and 
Stockholm Convention (SC), the programmes of work and budgets 
for all three conventions, and a decision regarding the SC’s financial 
mechanism. In light of the disruption caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the remainder of the COPs’ agendas was deferred to June 
2022, when parties and stakeholders expect to meet face-to-face. 

Over 1,000 participants joined the 15th meeting of the COP to the 
Basel Convention (BC COP15), the 10th meeting of the COP to the 
Rotterdam Convention (RC COP10) and the 10th meeting of the 
COP to the Stockholm Convention (SC COP10). The virtual segment 
convened from 26-30 July 2021.

Delegates convened in plenary on the first and last days of the 
week-long meeting, and in between those days, parties met in a 
contact group that was closed to observers to negotiate the interim 
programmes of work and budgets to keep the conventions operating 
until delegates can meet face-to-face. 

Key outcomes from this meeting included the adoption of the 2022 
interim budgets, the election of members of the SC Effectiveness 
Evaluation Committee and the recently established RC Compliance 
Committee, and the agreement to forward two important reports 
to the Global Environment Facility (GEF) to inform its eighth 
replenishment. 

Delegates completed their planned work, reaching agreement on each 
of the items on the agenda. They achieved success despite technical 
challenges that slowed proceedings and made it difficult for some 
participants to be heard or seen at different times throughout the 
week. 

2021 Meetings of COPs 
to BRS COP Conventions

As has been the case in many other virtual meetings over the past 15 
months, technical challenges were an unwanted feature of the 2021 
COPs. These challenges slowed participants’ work and prevented some 
participants from fully engaging in the meeting. Some including the 
Executive Secretaries were unable to take the floor to deliver their 
statements.

The BRS Secretariat offered several workarounds to facilitate 
engagement, but the comparative advantages of meeting face-to face 
were clear. Over a year into the COVID-19 pandemic, this points 
to some of the enduring challenges with applying procedures that 
were agreed long before online or hybrid meetings were envisioned. 
Many delegates called for the resumption of in-person meetings as 
soon as possible and strongly objected to any prospect of holding 
virtual meetings to negotiate the substantive issues remaining on the 
agenda.

Nevertheless, there were some accessibility and transparency gains 
from the online format, which allowed a wider audience to join the 
negotiations without the time commitment or travel expense. Budget 
Contact Group Co-Chair Reginald Hernaus noted that over 300 
delegates joined the party-only deliberations on the programmes 
of work and budgets, a number that far exceeded the levels of 
participation in previous, face-to-face meetings of the COPs.

Despite the challenges of this virtual meeting, delegates successfully 
concluded every item on the agenda. They ensured that the work of 
these essential conventions will continue, despite the disruption 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, and that parties and stakeholders will 
be able to continue their work, locally and globally, to mitigate the 
threats to human health and the environment posed by chemical 
pollution and hazardous wastes. 

Growing awareness of some of these challenges, such as plastic 
pollution and personal protective equipment waste, have raised 
public awareness about the critical issues being addressed under 
these conventions. Increasing recognition of links among pollution, 
biodiversity loss, and climate change present an opportunity for 
momentum in setting public policy that addresses the complexity and 
systemic nature of these interconnected problems. 

Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin, Vol. 15 No. 275 | 2 August 2021.
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Information shared with delegates via the BRS COP online platform. 
Photo credit: IISD/ENB.
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Global surface temperature will continue to increase until at least 
2050 and many of the changes due to past and future greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions are irreversible for centuries to millennia, especially 
changes in the ocean, ice sheets, and global sea level. From a physical 
science perspective, limiting human-induced global warming to a 
specific level requires reaching at least net-zero carbon dioxide (CO2) 
emissions and strong reductions in other GHG emissions.

So warns the first Working Group (WG) contribution to the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s (IPCC) Sixth 
Assessment Report (AR6). The Summary for Policymakers (SPM) 
approved on 6 August 2021 provides a comprehensive assessment of 
the physical science underpinning past, present and future climate 
change. 

Many delegates underscored that the SPM and the underlying 
report will be a key input for intergovernmental negotiations at the 
26th session of the Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, scheduled to take place in Glasgow, 
Scotland, in November 2021.

As with all multilateral processes, the IPCC had to adjust its work 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic. First, authors contributing to the 
IPCC’s assessment report had to conduct virtual meetings to address 
comments received on their draft reports, then the Panel itself held 
its 53rd session (IPCC-53) online, first in a short procedural session 
and later in a resumed “53-bis” session that resulted in substantive 
decisions on the strategic planning schedule of the completion of the 
Sixth Assessment Report.

IPCC-54, however, truly broke new ground: delegates held a full-
fledged virtual approval session for the SPM of the Working Group I 
(WG I) contribution to the AR6. The scale and ambition of the virtual 
decision-making process was unprecedented, not just for the IPCC, 
but for the UN system more broadly, as IPCC Secretary Abdalah 
Mokssit noted during the closing plenary. 

Over the course of 11 meeting days, about 300 delegates engaged 
in a line-by-line approval of the WG I SPM. Many were skeptical 

IPCC-54 and WG I-14
GLOBAL COMMUNITY

 IPCC Chair Hoesung Lee. Photo credit: IISD/ENB.

that this could work, noting how challenging approval processes are 
even under normal circumstances, but the approval concluded as 
scheduled, running less than one hour past the original closing time. 

During the final plenary, Norway noted it was “the most well-
organised approval process the Panel has ever seen” and many 
delegations called for using lessons learned here to inform the 
organisation of future approval sessions.

Some of the other key messages of the SPM include:
• human influence has warmed the climate system;
• widespread and rapid changes in the climate have occurred;
• the scale of these recent changes is unprecedented over many  
 centuries to many thousands of years;
• with further global warming, every region is projected to  
 experience changes, with extremes, such as heavy precipitation,  
 becoming greater in frequency and intensity;
• global surface temperature will continue to increase until at  
 least the mid-century under all emissions scenarios considered;
• unless there are deep reductions in CO2 and other GHG  
 emissions in the coming decades, 1.5°C and 2°C will be exceeded  
 during the 21st century; and
• the effects of strong, rapid, and sustained emission reductions  
 in terms of global surface temperature trends will begin to  
 emerge after around 20 years.

IPCC Chair Hoesung Lee lauded WG I for its comparatively quick work 
despite the pandemic, the increasing amount of literature to cover, 
and the unprecedented production of three Special Reports during 
the sixth assessment cycle. 

He said mainstreaming climate change into policy will increase 
the demand for science and the IPCC’s value. He stressed WG I’s 
contributions, including: attributing extreme weather to climate 
change; identifying global and regional climate processes; and 
providing a foundation for WG II and WG III. 

IPCC-54, and the 14th session of WG I conducted under its auspices, 
convened virtually from 26 July to 6 August 2021. 

Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin, Vol. 12 No. 781 | 9 August 2021Participants at the end of IPCC-54. Photo credit: IISD/ENB.

July-August 2021 Timber Malaysia



GREEN GROWTH 

52

Webinar on Mangrove 
Swamp Forest 
Ecosystem

A webinar on the theme of the planning, management and 
conservation of Mangrove Ecosystem in Malaysia from the past to 
the present and leading up to the future was held on 26 July 2021. 

The webinar titled “Management and Conservation of Mangrove 
Forest Ecosystem: Past, Present and Future” was the first in 
a series of two webinars scheduled in conjunction with the 
2021 National Mangrove Forest Ecosystem Conservation Day 
Celebration. 

The webinar was a collaboration between the Ministry of Energy 
and Natural Resources (KeTSA), Forestry Department Peninsular 
Malaysia (FDPM), Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM), 
Sabah Forestry Department (SFD), Forest Department Sarawak 
(FDS), Malaysian Forestry Institute (IRIM) and LESTARI, UKM.

This webinar session saw a special panel speaking on their 
individual topics as below. The sessions were moderated by Dr. 
Ismail Harun, a former Deputy Director General of FRIM.
1. Dato’ Hj. Zahari Ibrahim (FDPM) – Management and  
 Conservation of Marine Swamps in Peninsular Malaysia
2. Dr. Joseph Tangah (SFD) – Implementation and Importance  
 of Mangrove Forests on Stability of Sabah’s Marine Ecosystem
3. Tuan Abang Ahmad Abang Morni (FDS) – Care and   
 Conservation of Mangrove Forests in Sarawak
4. Dr. Wan Mohd Shukri Wan Ahmad (FRIM) – The Role  
 of R&D in Supporting Management and Conservation of the  
 Mangrove Forest Ecosystem
5. Dr. A. Aldrie Amir (LESTARI, UKM) – To Know is to Love: The  
 Role of Knowledge in the Sustainability of the Mangrove Forest 

In the second series of the webinars on mangrove swamp 
conservation held on 26 August 2021, participants heard from 

four panelists who focussed specifically on Nyireh (Xylocarpus 
spp.) which is a mangrove species rarely found in mangrove areas 
but important in term of distribution of species, ecology, uses and 
conservation values. 

The webinar was held by FDPM in collaboration with Universiti 
Putra Malaysia (UPM), FRIM, Penang Coastal Fishermen 
and Welfare Association (PIFWA) and the Cultural Bureau of 
Kampung Sungai Bumbun Development and Security Committee, 
Pulau Carey, Selangor. 
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The webinar saw a special panel speaking on their individual topics.
Photo credit: FDPM.
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Rehabilitating Piasau 
Nature Reserve

As part of habitat rehabilitation efforts to restore the rainforest 
landscape at Piasau Nature Reserve (PNR) in Miri, the Sarawak 
Forestry Corporation (SFC) initiated the ‘Bring Back the 
Rainforest’ (BBtRF) Project. Through the project, various native 
plant species have been planted at PNR to provide sufficient food 
sources and a conducive environment for the wildlife residing 
within the nature reserve with the trees growing and starting to 
bear fruits. 

An experimental plot of 0.22 hectare was initially set up at PNR to 
identify plant species that could suitably grow on the soils of PNR 
and the suitable methods to plant them. Five gardens, namely, 
Piasau Garden, Mixed Species Garden, Fruit Tree Garden, Ficus 
Garden and Herbal Garden have been established since its launch 
five years ago. 

 An adoption programme has been developed to provide a platform 
to engage stakeholders, namely, the general public, NGOs, learning 
institutions, government agencies, private companies and others 
to participate and contribute in the habitat restoration and wildlife 
conservation efforts at PNR. Apart from that, the programme 
is envisaged to promote awareness on wildlife conservation and 
foster a sense of environmental stewardship amongst the adopters. 

Studies on PNR and its biodiversity components were carried out 
by SFC, University of Malaysia, Sarawak (UNIMAS) and Malaysian 
Nature Society (MNS). Despite being located within the urban area 
of Miri city, studies recorded a notable number of plant and animal 
species at PNR; 107 plant species and 75 fauna species. 

More importantly, PNR has been known to have a small population 
of the Oriental-pied hornbill (OPH) and the first written record 
of the species at the nature reserve dates to 2005 (site known as 

Piasau Camp then). Sightings of OPH at the camp attracted a lot of 
interest amongst members of the public which spurred monitoring 
efforts into this avian species.

Besides evolving PNR as a major birding spot in Sarawak, the 
BBtRF project has seen an increase in visitors’ arrival at PNR, 
which offers opportunities for the visitors to experience the 
rainforest landscape in an urban setting. 
 
Reference: Sarawak Forestry Corporation.

The project has seen an increase in visitors’ arrival at PNR.
 Photo credit: Sarawak Forestry Corporation.
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Through the BBtRF Project, various native plant species have been planted. Photo credit: Sarawak Forestry Corporation.
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Getting intimate with 
nature at Rainforest 
Discovery Centre

The Rainforest Discovery Centre (RDC) is the gateway to getting 
to know the uniqueness and importance of Borneo’s rainforests. 
Look around and you will enjoy the beautiful flora and fauna in 
this area. Situated 23 kilometres from Sandakan town and not 
too far from the Sepilok Rehabilitation Centre, the RDC’s main 
highlights are its 363m long canopy walkway, exhibition halls, 
the Plant Discovery Garden, the Kabili-Sepilok Forest Reserve, 
environmental education programmes and a small lake with a 
suspension bridge.

The RDC also gives visitors a chance to get intimate with nature 
through its Nature Experience programme which includes a 

guided walk to the Plant Discovery Garden, Rainforest Walk 
and indoor/outdoor activities.  The night walk is also highly 
recommended to appreciate most of the rainforest scene. Most 
visitors would enjoy the anticipation to watch the Red Giant 
flying squirrel coming out just before dusk.

Since 2009, RDC is internationally recognised as Important 
Bird Area and has been the venue for the annual Borneo Bird 
Festival which attracts the participation of birding enthusiasts 
from all over the world. One can likely spot the endemic Bornean 
Bristlehead, Blue Headed Pitta, Wallace’s Hawk -Eagle, Great 
Argus, Blue-banded Kingfisher and more.
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RDC entrance. Photo credit: Vacation Key.

The 363m long canopy walkway at RDC. Photo credit: expedia.com.my.



The RDC gives visitors a chance to get intimate with nature.
Photo credit: expedia.com.my.

Managed by the Sabah Forestry Department, RDC has been 
operating since 1997 but mainly for school visits and organising 
events for school students and also teacher training courses 
on environmental education. It was later developed for visitors 
mainly to sustain the environmental education programme for 
the future. 

RDC formally opened its doors to visitors in August 2007 and is 
open daily from 8am to 5pm. Visitors are, however, allowed to 
stay until 7pm to view the flying squirrels from the 347m-long 
Canopy Walkway. 

The newly revamped Birders Rest now comes with a 90m-long 
walkway, an open hall, a small centre and toilets. Spending a 
whole day watching birds may not be everyone’s cup of tea, but for 
some folks, it is a wonderful way to connect with nature.

The 4,300ha RDC is also the most accessible natural rainforest, 
which is the Kabili-Sepilok Forest Reserve, in the state. Although 
RDC started as a learning centre for students and teachers, it has 
evolved to become a popular destination for tourists and nature 
lovers, both local and international. There’s so much to see and 
learn at the centre. 

Source: VisitSelangor, Ramon Fadli.
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RDC started as a learning centre for students and teachers. 
Photo credit: TripAdvisor.

RDC is the gateway to getting to know the uniqueness and importance of Borneo’s rainforests. Photo credit: expedia.com.my. 
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