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EDITORIAL
 Dear Readers,

“Leadership is not something you do to people. It’s something you 
do with people.” This quote by best-selling business author, Ken 
Blanchard, appropriately describes the leadership style of MTC’s 
new Chairman, Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, who since Day 1 of 
her appointment on 1 October 2021 by the Minister of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities, YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin, 
has lost little time to engage with MTC’s stakeholders including 
government officials, captains and players of the timber industry, 
diplomats as well as the MTC Leadership Team and staff. Pls turn to 
page 4 for our coverage on Madam Hajah Norrida’s first visit 
to the MTC Headquarters. 

MTC participated actively during the Minggu Agrikomoditi 2021@ 
MyKomoditi 2021 organised by the Ministry of Plantation Industries 
and Commodities (MPIC) from 25-29 October 2021. Among the 
highlights was the launch by YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida of MTC’s 
maiden programme, TimbeReality, the first 360° virtual mall for 
timber products and furniture in Malaysia on 27 October. Also 
launched was MTC’s Young Entrepreneur Society (YES) Programme 
on 26 October by MPIC Deputy Minister, YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck 
Seng, as well as the conducting of five webinars and a sharing session 
on digital marketing.  More details on these programmes and 
activities are available on pages 5-8. 

We highlight Fu Seng Furniture Industries Sdn Bhd and Low Fatt 
Wood Products (Terengganu) Sdn Bhd, another two Malaysian 
timber manufacturing companies that have made strides through 
participating in MTC’s Import Assistance Programme (IAP) and 
Automation Technology Acquisition (ATA) programme, respectively. 
Also sharing their success stories are Berjayapak Sdn Bhd, Woodsfield 
Glulam Manufacturing Sdn Bhd, Yee Poh Timber Sdn Bhd and IOI 
Palm Wood Sdn Bhd. For a read on the endeavours of these 
companies, please turn to “Making Strides” on pages 38-39, 
and “Industry Focus” on pages 42-49.

Mr. John Halkett, General Manager of the Australian Timber 
Importers Federation Inc (ATIF), laments on the discrimination 
against tropical hardwood timber in Australia. He compliments 
Malaysia for its sustainable forest management policies and practices. 
Find out more on his views of prevalent market situations and 
challenges facing the tropical timber trade and what collaborative 
efforts Australia and Malaysia should embark on for mutual benefit. 
Please turn to pages 40-41.

For design director, Ms. Dhana Thiagarajah, being hands-on and 
getting the exposure in the application of different species of wood, 
some in combination with other natural materials during the 
refurbishment of MTC Headquarters’ 20th Floor reception area, was 
an exciting and enriching experience. Dhana shares her story on 
pages 50-53.

Happy reading!

The Editor.
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In this edition, the MTC Management Team would like to recognise Mr. Ang Shaw Yang, Senior Executive from 
Investment Division (ID) for his contributions to MTC. A key team member of ID, Mr. Ang who holds a degree in 
economics, has worked hard to enhance his skillset to ensure that MTC’s investments remain safeguarded, and 
risks managed to generate long term sustainable investment income for the Council. This dedicated staff also 
ensured that ID work-related matters were acted upon in a timely manner despite the lockdown restrictions during 
MCO#2 & MCO#3. He also contributes to the MTC Work Hard, Play Hard and Pray Hard (WHP2H) Committee 
which continues to organise programmes to enrich the work-life balance of MTC staff.

MTC Treetop Spotlight
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MTC WINDOW
Management Updates

It’s my belief that the main purpose we should look back is for planning on how much further we can go. 
The end of October 2021 marked my one year as CEO of MTC and I believe we have made a lot of progress 
despite facing various constraints in this challenging period. With the new YB Minister Datuk Hajah Zuraida 
Kamaruddin taking the helm of the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities in September, and our 
Chairman Madam Hajjah Norrida Yusoff appointed to helm MTC in October, I am confident the Council will 
continue to move forward seamlessly to achieve our long-term goals.

My gratitude goes to MTC’s past and current Chairmen, esteemed Board Members, the captains of our six 
industry associations and stakeholders - thank you for your support in all of MTC’s endeavours through its 

business transformation journey. MTC must transform ourselves first in order for us to bring the timber industry to greater heights. When 
you look through the past six issues of Timber Malaysia (archived on our website), you would have a glimpse of the various programmes, 
events, working groups, and studies which our various divisions have implemented. All these efforts reflect our 7 Must Wins goals in our 
2021 Roadmap to uplift the timber industry and bring it to greater heights.

Moving forward, there is certainly much to look ahead to as our economy gradually reopens from the adverse effects brought about by the 
COVID-19 pandemic while we remain ready to respond to challenges. We look forward to seeing the momentum build up in the months 
ahead with positive outcomes from foundations laid in this year’s efforts thus far.

Lastly but not the least, stay safe and support those around you.

“LET’S POWER PROGRESS TOGETHER!”

MUHTAR BIN  SUHAILI
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)

MTC had also partnered with an Indian organiser to stage the “MTC-WOFX Virtual Exhibition and Business Matching” event which saw 
the participation of 27 Malaysian companies dealing with furniture, sawntimber, joinery and panel products. It was a successful event 
where we registered potential sales of RM137 million! We understand the importance of architects and project consultants in specifying 
building materials including timber, thus, our “Virtual Industry Dialogue” events have also included sessions with these decision-makers 
through eight online dialogues, which have also been well-received by the participants. Presentation of papers, discussions and exchange of 
information and ideas were noticeable in these dialogues to benefit our Malaysian industry members.

The newly set up Jeddah office will ensure more aggressive promotional activities in Saudi Arabia, in line with the country’s Crown Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman’s push for Saudi’s Vision 2030. Saudi Arabia has the potential to become a powerhouse in construction, residential 
and office projects, which are expected to churn out more eco-tourism projects to the benefit of Malaysia. Rest assured that IBDD-C2 will 
not sit idle, as we anxiously wait for the lifting of travel restrictions worldwide to fully execute our exciting programmes next year. 

KHAIRUL ANWAR
Director, International Business Development Division - Cluster 2 (South Asia, Middle East & Africa)

This year, despite the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and travel restrictions, IBDD-C2 has been proactively 
managing the expectations of our industry. We continued engaging our current international stakeholders 
“virtually” with whom we have built relations for more than 20 years, while exploring market potentials in 
new areas of growth such as Africa and Central Asia. To date, IBDD-C2 has executed nine “Virtual B2B” during 
which our industry players were matched with leading international buyers from the Middle East, Africa, 
South and Central Asia. We also leveraged on our regional offices’ presence to provide latest market updates to 
our industry members as well as facilitate regular interactions between both, foreign and local contacts.

September-October 2021 Timber Malaysia
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Madam Hajah Norrida exchanging notes with Mr. Muhtar and MTC COO Mr. Roger Chin.

Madam Hajah Norrida taking on her role as MTC Chairman. On her 
right is MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili.

MTC extends its well wishes and a very warm welcome to its new 
Chairman, Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, who was appointed 
on 1 October 2021 by the Minister of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities, YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin. Madam 
Hajah Norrida, who is the seventh Chairman, replaces Haji Mazli 
Zakuan Mohd Noor who had resigned on 1 September 2021.

Madam Hajah Norrida made her maiden visit to the MTC 
headquarters on 7 October 2021. MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili 
and his Leadership Team welcomed the new Chairman who was 
given a briefing on the Council’s operations. She was taken on a 
tour of MTC’s Gallery which showcases Malaysian-made premium 
timber-based products.

MTC pledges its unreserved support to Madam Hajah Norrida 
as the new Chairman and looks forward to her guidance and 
leadership as the Council endeavours to take the timber industry 
to greater heights.
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MTC at Minggu 
Agrikomoditi 2021 
The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities YB Datuk 
Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin launched the Minggu Agrikomoditi 
2021@ MyKomoditi 2021 at The Everly Hotel, Putrajaya on 27 
October 2021. The event was also attended by Deputy Ministers of 
Plantation Industries and Commodities, YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck 
Seng and YB Datuk Willie Mongin.

The #KeluargaMalaysia Mykomoditi 2021 programme aims to 
recognise the contribution of the industry and to provide the latest 
information on the initiatives, technology and innovations within 
the plantation and commodity sectors.

The programme also seeks to attract investors to venture into the 
sectors in order to improve the economic state and the well-being 

of the people who are involved in the plantation and commodity 
industry.

All agencies and councils under the Ministry of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities (MPIC) worked together to make 
this programme a success, having set up mini booths to share 
their latest initiatives, technology, and innovations through their 
respective projects.

The Minister also launched three new projects, namely Cocoa 
Single Origin by Malaysian Cocoa Board (LKM), MySawit Day 
by Malaysian Palm Oil Council (MPOC) and MTC’s maiden 
programme, TimbeReality. 

September-October 2021 Timber Malaysia

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida with YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee and YB Datuk Willie on her right 
and left, respectively, at the launch of Minggu Agrikomoditi 2021. 

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida (left) and YB Datuk Willie (right) being briefed by MTC CEO 
Mr. Muhtar Suhaili at the MTC booth.
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Up Close with TimbeReality, The Next Dimension

MTC organised the “Up Close with TimbeReality, The Next 
Dimension” online session on 25 October 2021 during the 
Minggu Agrikomoditi 2021. 

The session took a closer look at TimbeReality, the first 360° 
virtual mall for timber products and furniture in Malaysia. The 
objective of the session was to share the whole experience of 
developing the hub, TimbeReality from the perspective of the 
service provider and industry players.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili shared his welcoming remarks 
with all 99 attendees including timber industry representatives 
namely Weng Meng Industries’ Mr. George Yap, Sunlighten 
Malaysia Sdn. Bhd.’ s Mr. Tan Lay Leong, Maran Timber’s Mr. KS 
Lau, and Floor Culture’s Mr. Jerry Tan.

The industry members shared their experience and thoughts of 
TimbeReality and about the production of their own showrooms. 
At the same time, they also gave a tour of their showrooms and 
factories within the timbereality.my site.

Launch of TimbeReality

The programme was launched by YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida on  
27 October 2021.

MTC provided the Oculus (a Virtual Reality [VR] headset) for the 
visitors to experience the VR effect at the booth. The Minister and 
Deputy Ministers also visited and experienced the virtual gallery 
for Malaysian timber and furniture products using the Oculus. 
Mr. Muhtar handed over a token of appreciation to the Minister 
when she visited MTC booth.

Above and below: The “Up Close with TimbeReality, The Next Dimension” online 
session in progress.

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida launching TimbeReality.

Launch of YES programme

The Online Launching of the MTC Young Entrepreneur Society 
(YES) Programme was held on 26 October 2021.

The programme was launched by YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee with 
welcoming remarks by Mr. Muhtar on behalf of MTC Chairman, 
Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff.

There was also a sharing session by Vistage Malaysia Founder, 
Mr. Richard Wong entitled “Formula of Success of a Company” to 
about 100 participants who joined the webinar.

Attendees were asked to assess how much energies or resources 
were spent or invested between external vs internal marketing. 
They were also advised on where they should reallocate or balance 
their energy spent to achieve better ROIs.

YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee launching the YES Programme.

Mr. Wong sharing his topic.
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Ts. Dr. Chua (above) and Mr. Nasrul speaking during the webinar.

Ms. Koh presenting her topic.

September-October 2021 Timber Malaysia

Webinar on “Reaching Out to Global Timber 
Buyers During COVID-19 Pandemic”

MTC conducted a webinar themed “MTC Initiatives and Virtual 
Programs: Reaching Out to Global Timber Buyers During 
COVID-19” on 26 October 2021. 

The session was moderated by MTC International Business 
Development Division (IBDD) - Cluster 2 (Middle East, South 
Asia, and Africa) Senior Executive Mr. Abdul Hadi Ismail. The 
presentation was delivered by Mr. Khairul Anwar, Director of 
IBDD C2 and Mr. Tan Ting Wai, Director of IBDD C1 (East Asia, 
Americas, and Europe). The webinar was attended by close to 50 
participants from the timber industry.

Mr. Khairul shared about the performance of the Malaysian 
timber sector for 2020, programmes and activities carried out 
in 2021, especially the online and virtual activities. Mr. Tan 
answered various questions posed by the participants including 
efforts that have been carried out by MTC in promoting 
Malaysian timber.

Webinar on “Roles of Engineers in the  
Timber Industry”

MTC conducted a webinar themed “Roles of Engineers in the 
Timber Industry” on 26 October 2021. 

There were two sessions of the webinar moderated and presented 
by MTC Engineer Placement and Internship Programme (EPIP) 
Programme Coordinator, Mr. Nasrul Izan Shahrin, and Head 
of Malaysian Smart Factory 4.0 Ts. Dr. Chua Wen Shyan. The 
webinar was attended by 80 participants.

Mr. Nasrul spoke on the general roles of engineers in the timber 
industry focusing on productivity improvement as well as the 
EPIP programme. Ts. Dr. Chua briefed participants on the 
description of how engineers could support the timber industry 
in adopting the IR 4.0 application.

At the end of the sessions, participants asked various questions 
related to IoT investment for beginners, the scope of the area to 
start embarking on IR 4.0 and pre-requisites for graduates to 
participate in the EPIP programme.

Webinar on “Build a Powerful Online    
Brand Presence” 

Mr. Khairul (above) and Mr. Tan speaking during their respective sessions.

The MTC Marketing Webinar themed “Strategic Branding” was 
held on 27 October 2021.

MTC Market Promotion Division (MPD) Executive Mr. Shafik 
Zainuddi was the moderator for the session and the topic of the 
day was “Build a Powerful Online Brand Presence” presented by 
Brand360 Degree Sdn Bhd co-founder and branding specialist Ms. 
Julia Koh who enlightened the 173 attendees on techniques in 
building positive first impressions digitally and the strategies to 
promote brand to potential clients, investors, and employers.

This webinar which was part of a series on this topic was aimed 
at training Malaysian timber industry players on how to position 
and improve their business and product identities globally to 
stand out from their competitors in addition to building long-
term relationships with customers throughout the current 
COVID-19 pandemic.
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Sharing session on “Tips Membuat Jualan di 
dalam Dunia Digital” 

MTC conducted a sharing session on the topic “Tips Membuat 
Jualan di dalam Dunia Digital” on 27 October 2021. 

The session, moderated by MPD Executive Ms. Nornajjua Ariffah 
Mohd Nasir, was presented by distinguished speaker, IQP 
Solutions Manager, Mr. Zulhazri Azmi to 78 participants.

The attendees were enlightened on ways to handle marketing 
without cost, purchasing power in the marketplace and also the 
strategies required in advertising. The goal of this sharing session 
was to help the industry understand clearly on online business as 
well as the current trends in digital marketing.

Webinars by renowned architects on   
timber applications

MTC conducted two webinars themed “Defining Timber 
Architecture” and “New Frontiers in Timber Construction”  
on 28 October 2021. 

The distinguished speakers of the webinars were Professor Dr. 
Ar. Jimmy C.S. Lim and Ar. Azman Zainal Md. Nor, respectively. 
The webinars served as an ideal platform for MTC to disseminate 
information related to the application of timber in architecture 
and the built environment.

More than 300 participants comprising specifiers such as 
architects, engineers, property developers and owners, timber 

Mr. Zulhazri sharing tips on digital marketing.

industry members as well as lecturers and students from the 
engineering and architecture faculties of 10 universities attended 
the two webinars.

Mr. Muhtar delivered his opening remarks at the two webinars 
as well as received visits by Professor Dr. Ar. Jimmy, who was 
accompanied by his assistant Ms. Agnes Chen, and Ar. Azman 
after their respective presentations. Also present were MTC 
Corporate Communications Director, Ms. Noraihan Abdul 
Rahman, and Manager Mr. Andrew Kong.

The discussions between Mr. Muhtar and his two distinguished 
guests centered on the need to further expand knowledge sharing 
on the application of sustainable timber in architecture and 
construction especially with the architecture and engineering 
students who are the future specifiers in their respective fields  
of expertise. 

Ar. Azman sharing his thoughts in his presentation “New Frontiers in Timber Construction”. Ar. Azman (left) with Mr. Muhtar (centre) and Mr. Kong.

Prof. Dr. Ar. Lim presenting his paper entitled “Defining Timber Architecture”. From right: Mr. Muhtar, Professor Dr. Ar. Lim, Ms. Chen, Ms. Noraihan and Mr. 
Kong meeting up in MTC.
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Launch of MTIB-MTC 
Satellite Office 

The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities YB Datuk 
Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin visited and launched the Malaysian 
Timber Industry Board (MTIB) and MTC’s newly-established 
Satellite Office in Muar, Johor on 11 October 2021. 

The office, located within the Muar Furniture Association (MFA) 
building, was established to address industry development issues 
faced by the timber and furniture players in the southern region 
of Peninsular Malaysia.

Prior to visiting the Satellite Office, the Minister together with 
her Ministry’s Deputy Secretary-General (Strategic Planning and 
Management) Mr. Abdul Hadi Omar, Senior Under-Secretary 
for Timber, Tobacco and Kenaf Industries Development Division 
Mr. Pubadi Govindasamy, Member of Parliament for Muar YB 
Syed Saddiq Syed Abdul Rahman, MTC Chairman Madam Hajah 
Norrida Yusoff, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, MTIB Director-
General Haji Mahpar Atan, MFA President Mr. Steve Ong 
Yeou Huan and Vice-President Dato’ Toh Yong Thai visited two 
furniture manufacturers, Favourite Design Sdn. Bhd. and Comfy 
Factor Sdn Bhd.

Also in the visit were MTC International Business Development 
Division (IBDD) (Cluster 2 - South Asia, Middle East and Africa) 
Director Mr. Khairul Anwar and Corporate Communications 
Division Director Ms. Noraihan Abdul Rahman.

Madam Hajah Norrida (third from left), Mr. Muhtar (second from left) and
Mr. Khairul (left) being briefed during a company visit.  

The Government had on 3 April 2018 declared Muar as the 
Malaysian Furniture City Phase 1 and Phase 2 (Furniture City of 
Malaysia) due to its high potential value to the country. Muar was 
picked as the base for the MTIB-MTC Satellite Office (Southern 
Region) due to its strategic location at the midpoint of the 
southern region, and the office also covers the industry in Negeri 
Sembilan and Melaka besides Johor. 

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida (third from left) launching the satellite office. With her are (from left) Haji Mahpar, Madam Hajah Norrida, Mr. Muhtar, Mr. Abdul Hadi and Mr. Steve Ong.

September-October 2021 Timber Malaysia
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MPIC briefing with 
agencies and councils

The Timber, Tobacco and Kenaf Industries Development Division 
of the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) 
together with Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB) and its 
subsidiaries Forest Plantation Development Sdn Bhd and CTCS 
Worldwide Sdn Bhd, Malaysian Timber Council (MTC), Malaysian 
Timber Certification Council (MTCC) and the National Kenaf 
and Tobacco Board (LKTN) had a briefing session with Plantation 

Industries and Commodiies Minister YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida 
Kamaruddin and Deputy Minister YB Datuk Willie Mongin on 15 
September 2021.

The session was aimed at discussing the potential of strengthening 
the timber and kenaf sectors locally as well as increasing the 
country’s competitiveness at the international level. 

The briefing in progress.

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida attending the briefing virtually.

September-October 2021 Timber Malaysia
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Engagement with 
embassies in Malaysia

Courtesy call from Embassy of Finland

MTC received a virtual courtesy call from the Ambassador of 
Finland to Malaysia, H.E Mr. Sami Leino on 1 September 2021. 
The Embassy of Finland’s representatives including Deputy 
Head of Mission Mr. Eero Väisänen, Commercial Counsellor 
Mr. Pekka Laitinen and Senior Advisor Mr. Mohamed Farid also 
attended the virtual session.

MTC was represented by CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, COO
 Mr. Roger Chin, International Business Development Division 
(IBDD) Cluster 1 (East Asia, Europe & Americas) Director 
Mr. Tan Ting Wai, Strategic Planning Division (SPD) Director, 
Ms. Lau Li Har, Corporate Communications Division (CCD) 
Director Ms. Noraihan Abdul Rahman, MTC Europe Regional 
Head Mr. Gopinathan Tanikudy and IBDD Executive 
Ms Lim Siew Jin.

The session was aimed at discussing the potential for bilateral 
economic cooperation between Malaysia and Finland, especially 
related to the timber and furniture industry. Both parties also 
agreed to conduct webinars and B2B Sessions between relevant 
stakeholders on a regular basis.

Mr. Brian McFeeters (third from left) receiving a memento from
Madam Hajah Norrida.

Madam Hajah Norrida and Mr. Muhtar led the MTC team to the lunch meeting.

September-October 2021 Timber Malaysia

Lunch meeting with US Ambassador

A delegation from MTC had a lunch meeting with the US 
Ambassador to Malaysia His Excellency Mr. Brian McFeeters 
together with Deputy Economic Counselor Mr. Andrew Johnson 
and Regional Agriculture Attache Mr. Timothy Harrison on 
8 October 2021.

Representing MTC were Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, 
Mr. Muhtar, Mr. Chin and Ms. Noraihan.

The pleasant lunch meeting held at a restaurant was aimed at 
enhancing bilateral trade on timber and furniture between 
Malaysia and the US. MTC expressed its appreciation to the US 
Embassy delegation for attending the meeting. 

Virtual courtesy call from Mr. Sami Leino (top row second from left).
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Courtesy visit from Embassy of Uzbekistan 

MTC and the Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) jointly received 
a courtesy visit by a delegation from the Embassy of Uzbekistan in 
Malaysia on 6 October 2021. Led by its Ambassador to Malaysia 
His Excellency Mr. Ravshan Usmanov, the delegation included the 
embassy’s Economic Affairs Counsellor Mr. Makhmud Makhmudov 
and Second Secretary Mr. Elbek Saidov.

Representing MTC were Mr. Muhtar, IBDD Cluster 2 (South Asia, 
Middle East and Africa) Director Mr. Khairul Anwar, Ms. Noraihan 
Abdul Rahman, and CCD Manager Mr. Azmir Husni Mohamed Nor.

MFC President Mr. Khoo Yeow Chong led his team which also 
comprised Vice-President Mr. Wong Kok Hoon, Secretary-General 
Mr. Matthew Law, Governing Committee Member Dato’ Kenny 
Low Chin Koon, COO Mr. Daniel Ho and Business Development 
Manager Ms. June Tan to receive the ambassadorial delegation.

The Uzbekistan Embassy’s visit was aimed at enhancing bilateral 
economic cooperation between Malaysia and Uzbekistan, 
especially on timber and furniture. Both parties agreed to continue 
discussions between the relevant stakeholders to move forward.

As a followup to the visit, MTC together with MFC and the 
Uzbekistan Furniture Association (UFA) held a virtual meeting 
with the Uzbekistan Embassy in Malaysia on 22 October 2021. 
MTC were presented by Mr. Muhtar, Mr. Khairul Anwar, and IBDD 
Cluster 2 Senior Executive Mr. Abdul Hadi Ismail and Executive 
Mr. Mursyid Al-Amien.

MFC was represented by Mr. Khoo, Mr. Wong, Mr. Law, Dato’ Low, 
Mr. Ho and Ms. Tan.

The session was also attended by the Association of Furniture and 
Woodworking Enterprises of Uzbekistan (MEYOS) Director 
Mr. Aziz JumaevUlugjanovich as well as Mr. Makhmud.

The virtual meeting focused on the possibility of joint ventures 
between Malaysian and Uzbek companies on setting up of 
operations in Uzbekistan. 
 

Mr. Ravshan Usmanov being presented mementos from MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili 
(above) and MFC President Mr. Khoo Yeow Chong (below).

 The virtual meeting held on 22 October 2021. 
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Mr. Ravshan Usmanov also toured the MTC Gallery during the visit.
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Mr. Ali Ashgar (left) meeting with Mr. Muhtar.
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Courtesy call on Iranian Ambassador

A delegation from MTC led by Mr. Muhtar made a courtesy call 
on His Excellency Ambassador of Iran to Malaysia, Mr. Ali Ashgar 
Mohammadi at the Iranian Embassy on 29 September 2021.

Also present were the Iranian Embassy’s Second Secretary – 
Economic, Mr. Javad Bakhshi, as well as Mr. Chin, Mr. Khairul 
Anwar, Mr. Azmir and Mr. Abdul Hadi.

The visit was a followup to an Official Working Visit Mission 
organised by the Ministry of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities (MPIC) in July 2021 to expand the Malaysian 
Agri-Commodity markets in the Middle East and Africa.

During the MPIC mission, which was also participated by MTC, 
the delegation received a courtesy call from the Islamic Republic 
of Iran led by the Government Trading Corporation of Iran (GTC) 
Deputy Minister, Chairman and Managing Director of Iranian 
Industry, Mining and Trade, Mr. Yazdan Seif, in Istanbul, Turkey.

Courtesy call from French Ambassador

Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) 
Secretary-General Datuk Ravi Muthayah received a courtesy call 
from French Ambassador to Malaysia, H.E. Mr. Roland Galharague 
who was accompanied by Deputy Head of Mission Mr. Gilles Barrier 
on 27 October 2021.

Mr. Muhtar attended the meeting which was held in Putrajaya. 
Also present were officers from the MPIC Timber, Tobacco and 
Kenaf Industries Development Division and the Malaysian Timber 
Certification Council (MTCC).

The meeting focused on bilateral economic cooperation related 
to timber and issues involving the use of tropical timber in the 
construction of Paris 2024 Olympics and Paralympics facilities. 
Also discussed were matters pertaining to the sustainability of 
forest management and the timber industry. 

Datuk Ravi (right) and Mr. Roland Galharague meeting up at MPIC.
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MTC Roadshow in 
Terengganu 

Dialogue with the industry

MTC resumed its Roadshow with Terengganu as its fourth 
destination. Prior to the ban on inter-state travel to mitigate 
the spread of the COVID-19 virus, MTC held its Roadshow in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malacca, and Penang on 3, 6 and 7 May 2021, 
respectively.

The purpose of this Roadshow was for MTC to provide 
information on the development of MTC’s programmes and 
activities, the latest market potentials, gather recommendations 
and feedback on issues faced by the industry, as well as efforts to 
further strengthen the position of the timber industry which is 
one of the main contributors to the country’s commodity exports.

September-October 2021 Timber Malaysia

Visit to factories 

The MTC delegation also visited two woodworking factories, 
namely, Besut Tsuda Wood Products Sdn. Bhd. and Karas 
Timbertech Engineering Sdn. Bhd. on 21 October 2021.

With over 300 workers, Besut Tsuda Industries is one of the 
major timber factories producing sawntimber, plywood, panels, 
pallets, and other wood products in Terengganu. Among its major 
export destinations are Australia, the United States, Europe, 
and the Middle East. The delegation was warmly welcomed 
by the company’s Director Dato’ Seri Yong Tu Sang, Business 
Development Manager Mr. Allan Tan and Sawmill Manager
Mr. Benny Tan.

Another visit was made to Karas Timbertech Engineering Sdn. 
Bhd. This Bumiputera-owned company is among a small number 
of Bumiputera companies that export overseas. This board mill 
has been developed generationally and is now being run by 
the third generation. The company is operated by Mr. Amran 
Mohamed and his children, Mr. Amirul and Ms. Nor’amirah.

Mr. Muhtar speaking at the opening of the Dialogue Session.

Visit to Besut Tsuda Wood Products.

MTC’s delegation, led by its Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida 
Yusoff together with MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili met the 
timber players at the Dialogue Session with the Timber and 
Furniture Industry on 20 October 2021 at Duyong Marina & 
Resort, Terengganu. Also present during the session was the 
President of Terengganu Wood Industries Association (TWIA), 
Malaysian Timber Association (MTA) and Malaysian Wood 
Industries Association (MWIA) Mr. Goh Chee Yew together with 
around 50 industry members. 

Visit to Karas Timbertech Engineering.



 Madam Hajah Norrida presenting a memento to master boat builder Mr. Abddilah.
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MTC’s CSR with MWMJC 

MTC together with the Malaysian Wood Moulding & Joinery 
Council (MWMJC) visited and gave contributions to Persatuan 
Sokongan Kanser Kanak-Kanak Terengganu (PAKAT) on 
21 October 2021.

This programme, held in conjunction with the MTC Roadshow to 
Terengganu, was part of MTC’s Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) activities. A donation of RM10,000 each from MTC and 
MWMJC was given to the charity that helps around 150 children 
with cancer.

The donation was presented by Madam Hajah Norrida 
representing MTC, and Mr. Ng Boon Kuan as Vice Chairman 
representing MWMJC.

Visit to woodcarvers and boat makers

The Roadshow culminated with visits to the Desa Ukiran Kayu 
Istana Tengku Long in Besut and a boat-making workshop in 
Pulau Ketam, Kuala Nerus on 22 October 2021.

MTC’s delegation, led by Madam Hajah Norrida together with
Mr. Muhtar, was warmly welcomed by Desa Ukiran Kayu staff 
and Yayasan Pembangunan Usahawan Terengganu (YPU) 
officials, YM Tengku Ahmad Shabirin Awaludin and Ms. Samihah 
Abdul Rahman. They briefed the delegation on the industry and 
held some wood carving demonstrations during the visit.

As for the boat-making workshop, the MTC delegation met with 
Mr. Abddilah Abd Ghani from Jaya Warisan who is a master 
boat maker. This is one of the industries that require an uplift 
to ensure that this traditional heritage will further prosper and 
for the uniqueness of this boat-making art to be passed down to 
subsequent generations. 
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MTC and MWMJC each donated RM10,000 to PAKAT.

Visit to Desa Ukiran Kayu.
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MTC courtesy call on 
Minister of KASA

An MTC delegation led by CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili made a 
courtesy visit to the Minister of Environment and Water,
YB Dato’ Sri Tuan Ibrahim Tuan Man, on 8 September 2021.
Also present were Senior Private Secretary to the Minister 
Mr. Muhammad Hidayatullah Nasrul, Political Secretary to the 
Minister Dr. Muhd Zuhdi Marzuki, MTC COO Mr. Roger Chin 
and Corporate Communications Division (CCD) Director 
Ms. Noraihan Abdul Rahman.

During the visit to the Environment and Water Ministry 
(KASA), the two parties discussed possible collaboration to raise 
awareness on the importance of environmental protection and 
the sustainability of the timber industry. 

September-October 2021 Timber Malaysia

 Mr. Muhtar presenting a memento to YB Dato’ Sri Tuan Ibrahim.

Courtesy calls on  
Perak State Excos 

MTC led by its CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili paid a courtesy visit on 
23 September 2021 to Perak Plantation, Agriculture and Food 
Industry Exco YB Tuan Haji Razman Zakaria as well as Perak 
Health, Science, Environment and Green Technology Exco YB 
Tuan Ustaz Mohd Akmal Kamarudin. The MTC delegation also 
made a courtesy call on the Director of Pusat Aspirasi Anak Perak 
(PASAK) Tuan Ustaz Misbahul Munir Masduki.

Mr. Muhtar presenting a memento each to YB Tuan Haji Razman (left) and YB Tuan Ustaz Mohd Akmal.

The strategic cooperation between the timber industry and 
related portfolios were discussed during these meetings. The 
focus of the discussions was on the development of the timber 
industry, environmental sustainability, green technology as well 
as the development of talents. 



Exports of wood and timber-based products have been lucrative 
for the country with an increase of 20.7% in the first six months 
of this year compared to the same corresponding period year-on-
year. The industry saw products worth RM12 billion shipped out 
amid the current COVID-19 pandemic situation. 

The five main wood products that were exported comprised 
furniture (RM5.54 billion), plywood (RM1.54 billion), 
sawntimber (RM1.16 billion), wood fibre (RM350 million), and 
wooden mouldings (RM520 million). 
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MTC Chairman receives 
courtesy calls from 
MWMJC and MFC 
MTC received a courtesy visit by a delegation from the Malaysian 
Wood Moulding & Joinery Council (MWMJC) led by its Chairman 
Mr. George Yap on the occasion of the appointment of MTC’s new 
Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff on 13 October 2021.

The session was attended by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, 
MWMJC Vice-Chairman Mr. Ng Boon Kuan, MWMJC Secretary-
General Mr. Chin Lee Yen, MWMJC Treasurer Mr. Jerry Tan, 
MWMJC Committee Ms. Alice Tee Lee Peng, Ms. Celeste Kam and 
MWMJC Executive Secretariat Ms. Maryanne See Tho. 

MTC also received a courtesy visit by a delegation from the 
Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC)  led by its President Mr. Khoo 
Yeow Chong on 19 October 2021. The session  was attended by 
MFC Vice President Mr. Wong Kok Hoon, MFC Secretary-General 
Mr. Matthew Law and MFC Governing Committee member Dato’ 
Kenny Low.

The main agenda of the meetings was to introduce the structures 
and functions of MWMJC and MFC to Madam Hajah Norrida as 
well as discussing issues pertaining to the timber and furniture 
industry.

Madam Hajah Norrida thanked the MWMJC and MFC delegations 
for their continuous support and contribution towards MTC and 

the timber industry as a whole.  She looked forward to seamlessly 
work together in bringing the industry to greater heights. 

Madam Hajah Norrida meeting with the delegations from MWMJC (above) and MFC.
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Wood and timber products 
exports up 20.7%
in H1 2021



Strengthening ties  
with MFA
MTC and the Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB) made 
a working visit to the Muar Furniture Association (MFA) on 
14 September 2021 to discuss on strengthening collaboration 
between MFA, MTC and MTIB with the support from the 
Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC).

The meeting was attended by MTC representatives led by 
its CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, MTIB representatives led by its 
Director General Haji Mahpar Atan as well as MPIC Timber, 
Tobacco and Kenaf Industries Development Division’s 
Principal Assistant Secretary Mr. Tee Meng Yong and MFA 
President Mr. Steve Ong. Mr. Muhtar (centre) presenting a memento to Mr. Ong.

The handover of a Giant Chair by Penang Furniture and Timber 
Industry Association (PFTIA) to Teaching Factory, Universiti Tun 
Hussein Onn Malaysia (UTHM) was held on 21 September 2021 
in Pagoh, Johor.

The Giant Chair by PFTIA was made from 1.15 m3 of Nyatoh 
wood and it took three days to build from scratch. The chair is 
a trademark of PENFURNEX (a PFTIA-organised annual home 
expo), and the purpose is to provide northern region consumers 
with the latest home design concept and best value household 
products.

During the event, there were briefings and discussions between 
UTHM, PFTIA and MTC with the handover of the Giant Chair 

Handover of Giant 
Chair by PFTIA

and exchange of tokens. In addition, a site tour was conducted at 
the Centre for Technology (CFT) as well as Furniture Innovation 
Technology (FIT) where the group visited the Robot Automation 
in Furniture Production Line Model, Internet of Things (IoT) Lab 
and the Furniture Testing Lab as well.

The session was attended by PFTIA President Mr. Mah Kong 
Yeow, Teaching Factory UTHM Director Prof. Dr. Abdul Talib Bon, 
CFT and FIT Manager Mr. Abdullah Al Rashid Ab Hamid, FIT 
Lecturer-Industry Fellow Mr. Mohd Hasni Chumiran and MTC 
Senior Executive Mr. Nasrul Izan Shahrin.

The Giant Chair symbolises the close working collaboration and 
partnership between MTC, PFTIA and UTHM. 

HAPPENINGS
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Handing over of the Giant Chair followed by a site tour.

September-October 2021 Timber Malaysia
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MTC Town Hall 
Engagement with 
Timber Associations 
on 2022 Budget 
MTC conducted a virtual MTC Town Hall Engagement with 
the Timber Associations on its 2022 Proposed Budget on 
17 September 2021.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili and his Leadership Team shared 
MTC’s achievements as of July 2021, the development of MTC 
projects locally and abroad as well as proposed programmes and 
activities to be included in the MTC 2022 Budget.

Industry captains and representatives from the Malaysian Wood 
Industries Association (MWIA), The Malaysian Panel-Products 
Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA), The Timber Exporters’ 
Association of Malaysia (TEAM), Malaysian Wood Moulding & 
Joinery Council (MWMJC), Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) 
and Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and Furniture 
Entrepreneurs (PEKA) attended the session.

MWE 2022 Coordination 
Board meets 
A coordination board on the Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE) met 
on 6 September 2021 to kick start the preparation for the second 
edition of MWE in 2022. MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili led the 
MTC team that also included COO Mr. Roger Chin and Market 
Promotion Division (MPD) Director Ms. Alexis Chang. The session 
was attended by Pablo Publishing & Exhibition Pte Ltd Managing 
Director Mr. William Pang and Circulation Manager Ms. Shu Ai 
Ling.

Organised by MTC in partnership with Panels & Furniture Group 
of wood magazines, the inaugural MWE 2019 was an international 
timber-based and woodworking machinery exhibition that brought 
together key industry influencers, buyers, and exhibitors all under 
one roof. The three-day expo held in November 2019 attracted 135 
renowned exhibitors from 22 countries and over 3,000 visitors. For 
2022, MTC is planning to host the second edition of the exhibition, 
targeting to have an 8,000 sqm exhibition area. 

The virtual Town Hall session in progress.

Mr. Muhtar (third row) and Mr. Pang (second row, centre) leading their respective 
teams in the meeting.

Dialogue sessions and Q&A sessions were also held with 
industry captains and many positive comments were received 
on the reforms and transformations that have been and are 
being implemented. 

September-October 2021 Timber Malaysia
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MTC hosts Working 
Committee meeting  
for Week-17 of       
Expo 2020 Dubai 
MTC conducted the Working Committee meeting for Week-17 
(23-29 January 2022, for non-food Agricommodities) of Expo 2020 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates on 8 October 2021. The Committee 
helps to steer on all activities related to the participation of 
Malaysia in the Expo 2020 Dubai for Week-17. 

The meeting was chaired by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili with the 
active participation of key figures from the Ministry of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities (MPIC), Malaysian Timber Industry 
Board (MTIB), Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC), 
Malaysian Rubber Board (MRB), Malaysian Rubber Council (MRC) 
and National Kenaf and Tobacco Board (NKTB).

Malaysia is participating in this expo which is taking place from  
1 October 2021 to 31 March 2022. MTC, as one of the councils 
under MPIC, is also involved as a sponsor. There is participation 
from 192 countries and international organisations including 
Malaysia. MTC will be participating under the umbrella of MPIC.

Mr. Muhtar (top left) chairing the meeting.

This mega event aims to provide businesses with opportunities 
to access global markets by partaking in its weekly business 
programmes planned for the global event. Malaysia Pavilion will 
host 26 weekly thematic business programmes during the world 
exposition where companies can take part in showcases, business-
matching sessions, forums and talks. 
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TIMB3R Design 
Incubator Programme 
(TIMB3R DIP) 2.0
1st Committee Meeting 

The 1st Committee Meeting on the TIMB3R Design Incubator 
Programme (TIMB3R DIP) 2.0 kicked off on 13 September 2021. 
The meeting mainly discussed on the applications received 
from the manufacturers and designers for participation in the 
TIMB3R DIP 2.0.

The meeting was chaired by Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) 
President Mr. Khoo Yeow Chong and attended by MTC COO
Mr. Roger Chin (alternate member to CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili), 
MFC Secretary-General Mr. Matthew Law, Malaysian Institute of 
Interior Designers (MIID) Vice President IDr. Norshafina Ibrahim, 
MIID member IDr. Leong Ta Wah, Malaysian Wood Moulding & 
Joinery Council (MWMJC) Chairman Mr. George Yap and MTC 
Market Promotion Division (MPD) Director Ms. Alexis Chang.

The TIMB3R DIP 2.0 is a programme co-organised by MTC, MFC 
and MIID in collaboration with MWMJC and Association of 
Malaysian Bumiputra Timber & Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA).

Briefing Session with Manufacturers

MTC conducted the TIMB3R DIP 2.0 briefing session with 
manufacturers on 7 October 2021.

The briefing was to guide the manufacturers on the programme 
flow for the “Launching of the TIMB3R DIP 2.0 and Hackathon” 
scheduled for November 2021.

The meeting mainly discussed on applications received for participation in
TIMB3R DIP 2.0. 

Mr. Muhtar delivered his welcoming remarks to more than 30 
attendees from 18 registered companies under this programme.

TIMB3R DIP was developed by MTC, Malaysian Furniture Council 
(MFC) and Malaysian Institute of Interior Designers (MIID). This 
programme was specially designed to assist the timber and furniture 
industry to grow and upgrade along the design and brand value chain. 

Mr. Muhtar delivering his welcoming remarks during the briefing session with manufacturers.
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Courtesy visit from 
Yayasan Peneraju 
Pendidikan Bumiputera

Mr. Muzammil (right) being taken on a guided tour of the MTC Gallery by Mr. Muhtar.

Mr. Muhtar presenting a memento to Mr. Muzammil.
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MTC received a courtesy visit from Yayasan Peneraju Pendidikan 
Bumiputera which was led by its CEO Mr. Muzammil Ismail on 
21 September 2021.

Yayasan Peneraju Pendidikan Bumiputera (Yayasan Peneraju) is 
an agency under the Prime Minister’s Department focusing on 
strengthening capacity building towards sustainable Bumiputera 
talent.

Among the objectives of Yayasan Peneraju are to increase the quality, 
quantity, and effectiveness of Bumiputera talent in line with the 
government’s efforts to drive Malaysia towards a high-income nation 
through academic funding programmes, Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training (TVET) certification, professionals, and 
specialists.

The meeting also discussed the potentials of collaboration between 
MTC and Yayasan Peneraju particularly in the country’s timber and 
furniture sector. During the visit, the delegation was taken on a 
guided tour of the MTC Gallery which displays various Malaysian 
wood products and species.

The session was also attended by Yayasan Peneraju’s Strategic & 
Engagement Director Dr. Amina Josetta Kayani and Special Projects 

Senior Associate Director Ms. Zatur-Rawihah Omar. MTC was 
represented by COO Mr. Roger Chin, Industry Development Division 
(IDD) Director Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaakob, International Business 
Development Division (IBDD) (Cluster 2 - South Asia, Middle East 
and Africa) Director Mr. Khairul Anwar, Corporate Communications 
Division Director Ms. Noraihan Abdul Rahman and IDD Executive 
Ms. Noor Ateeqah Abdul Rahman. 
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MTC marketing webinars 
“Defining Your Brand Positioning”

The third in the series of MTC’s Marketing Webinars themed 
“Strategic Branding” was held on 9 September 2021.

The topic of the day was “Defining Your Brand Positioning”, 
presented by Brand360 Degree Sdn Bhd co-founder and branding 
specialist Ms. Julia Koh. She spoke to 135 attendees on ways to 
distinguish between features and benefits, points of parity and 
difference, understand competitive frame of reference, and define 
the best position for company’s brand. 

This webinar series aims to guide Malaysian timber players on 
how to position and ameliorate the vocation and product identities 
globally. It also guides the timber players how to be noticeable from 
their competitors as well as build long-term rapport with customers 
throughout the current COVID-19 pandemic.

“Strategic Branding”

The MTC Marketing Webinar themed “Strategic Branding” held 
on 23 September 2021  carried the topic “Craft Your Brand Values 
and Purpose”.

Also presented by Ms. Koh, the topic uncovered the importance of 
function and emotion and identifying core and peripheral brand 
values of products to 156 attendees. 

Ms. Koh also shared with the participants on brand purpose using 
examples from several well-known companies including Tesla, 
AIA Insurance, Disney, Ashley Home Furniture and Accoya. There 

Text.

were active interactions between the speaker and the participants 
throughout the webinar.

“Connect with Customers Through Neuroscience”

Another MTC Marketing Webinar themed “Strategic Branding” 
and carrying the topic “Connect with Customers Through 
Neuroscience” was held on 6 October 2021.

Ms. Koh in her presentation  talked about how to apply 
Neuroscience to understand consumer behavior and techniques 
in influencing consumer preferences and choices to 156 attendees.

Ms. Koh also shared with the participants on six important 
factors that influence brand choice and used some examples 
relevant to timber companies such as the website layout and 
content, business card, and logo. 

September-October 2021 Timber Malaysia
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Digital Marketing 
Entrepreneurship 
Programme (DMEP)
DMEP Learning Module Bahasa Malaysia “Google vs 
Market Place vs Social Media” 

MTC conducted a Digital Marketing Entrepreneurship Programme 
(DMEP) sharing session discussing the topic “Google Vs Market 
Place Vs Social Media” on 17 September 2021.

MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili delivered the opening remarks and 
welcomed the 78 participants to the session which also included a 
presentation by distinguished speaker IQP Solutions Manager 
Mr. Zulhazri Azmi.

DMEP is a programme by MTC aiming to assist the timber 
industry in tapping into the power of digital marketing. Appointed 
consultants will help the business owners to enhance their overall 
marketing efforts and strategies, which could help brands grow and 
reach new customers.

DMEP Learning Module English “Intermediate 
E-Commerce (B2C) & “Elementary and Preparatory 
B2B Commerce”

MTC conducted a DMEP Learning Module English online 
training session from 23-24 September 2021 discussing for the 
first time “Intermediate eCommerce (B2C)” and “Elementary 
and Preparatory B2B Commerce”. The session was moderated by 
MTC Market Promotion Division (MPD) Executive Ms. Nornajjua 
Ariffah Mohd Nasir.

There were presentations by the following distinguished panelists 
from Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) Dr. Winnie Wong, 
Dr. Pok Wei Fong, Dr. Lee Jer Vui and Ms. Ezatul Emilia Binti 
Muhammad Arif. The session was attended by more than 20 
industry members.

Clockwise from top right: Mr. Muhtar, MPD Director Ms. Alexis Chang, Mr. Zulhazri 
and Ms. Nornajjua. 

DMEP Learning Module Bahasa Malaysia Trainings 

MTC’s DMEP Learning Module Bahasa Malaysia held its online 
training sessions twice a week discussing the topics on “Business 
Model Canvas”, “Edit Images and Videos”, “Facebook Marketing”, 
“Content Writing”, “Instagram Marketing”, “YouTube Marketing”, 
“Tik Tok Marketing”, “Building Website”, “Google Ads Marketing”, 
“Shopee Marketing”, “Data Analysis and Database Marketing”, 
and “Building Team” from 17 September to 29 October 2021. All 
the sessions were moderated by Ms. Nornajjua.

The training sessions were presented by Mr. Zulhazri together 
with Han Pendekar Founder Mohd Farhan Jamaludin, Youmeden 
Managing Director Wan Luqman Hakim Wan Kairuddin and IQP 
Solutions Director Noorul Shafini Annuar. The trainings were 
attended by more than 10 members of the Association of Malaysian 
Bumiputra Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA).

This programme was aimed at assisting the timber industry in 
tapping into the power of digital marketing. 

Some of the session participants.
One of the topics presented.
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Virtual Zoom into    
the Maldives 
MTC conducted an industry dialogue entitled, “Zoom into the 
Maldives - Rendezvous with Timber Importers and Contractors” 
on 29 September 2021.

The focus of the presentation was on the market potential of 
timber and timber products including building materials in the 
Maldives, prospects of the real estate and construction sector for 
wood-based products post COVID-19 second wave.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili delivered his welcoming remarks, and 
the session was presented by Fahamas Group Pvt. Ltd. Managing 
Director Mrs. Mirusha Abdul Sattar and Alia Investments Pvt. Ltd. 
Sales Manager Mr. Adnan Mohamed to the 40 attendees. 

The First Secretary Commercial of Maldives to Malaysia 
Ms. Aminath Sharafna shared on the requirements of wooden 
doors, flooring, and furniture and elaborated on the demand for 
Malaysian timber products from water-front villas, boutique 
hotels and guest houses which require wood-based furniture and 
interior décor products for renovation and refurbishments of 
residential and commercial complexes.

The dialogue attracted 40 attendees.

Malaysian-made wooden furniture exports to the Maldives were 
valued at RM3.9 million in January to June 2021, an increase of 
49.7% for the same period of 2020.

Meanwhile, Mr. Adnan spoke about the demand for tropical 
hardwood species, phenolic film-faced plywood, fibreboard and 
other interior decor products from Malaysia. 

Discovering Market 
Potentials in Ukraine
MTC Europe conducted a webinar, namely “Malaysia/
Ukraine Discovering Market Potentials & Exploring Business 
Opportunities” on 22 September 2021.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili delivered his welcoming remarks, 
and the session was presented by Forestry and Woodworking 
Development Institute (IRLID) Founder and Editor of 
Newspaper Derevoobrobyk Mr. Vasyl Masyuk, and “Navigator 
Standard” (Export Management Company), Import-Export 
expert, CEO Mr. Ihor Kuziv to more than 20 attendees.

The webinar was aimed at providing an insight to Malaysian 
exporters on the Ukrainian timber market as well as 
establishing partnerships with the relevant Ukrainian 
stakeholders for future collaborations. 

The webinar was aimed at providing an insight on the Ukrainian timber market. 
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Work Hard, Play Hard 
& Pray Hard (WHP2H) 
activities
Batik Painting Workshop 

In conjunction with Malaysia Day 2021, the MTC’s Work Hard, Play 
Hard & Pray Hard (WHP2H) committee successfully held a virtual 
Batik Painting Workshop for MTC staff on 9 September 2021.

MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, delivered the welcoming remarks, and 
the event continued with the batik painting session tutored by Batik 
Artist Ms. Tyraa Faizal from The Batik Boutique.

The purpose of the workshop was to promote a more positive 
physical and mental health environment as well as to always improve 
productivity and creativity among MTC staff.

Mid-Autumn Festival 

In conjunction with the Moon Cake Festival, the WHP2H committee 
held a virtual celebration for MTC staff on 20 September 2021.

The purpose of this event was to celebrate the festival with all MTC’s 
staff as well as for cultural exchange by sharing the origin and stories 
behind the festival.

National Sports Day

The WHP2H committee organised an event in conjunction with 
National Sports Day 2021 which was celebrated on 9 October 2021. 

Two activities were held by the committee, “photo contest” and 
“virtual run and walkathon”. The purpose of this event was to 
encourage staff to stay fit and adopt an active lifestyle.

Tazkirah Maulidul Rasul 

The WHP2H committee organised a talk in conjunction with 
Maulidur Rasul on 22 October 2021.

MTC invited the Chief Operating Officer (COO) Academy Al-Quran 
Amalillah Ustaz Mohd Fakhrurrazi Hussin to speak about various 
valuable lessons that could be adapted in our daily life.

Deepavali Candle Making Workshop

In conjunction with  Deepavali, the festival of lights, the WHP2H 
committee held a physical workshop on “Floral Candle Making” 
for the staff on 29 October 2021. 

The committee invited Ms. Kiro Tan from My Weekend Plan Sdn. 
Bhd. to share hands-on method to make a candle from scratch. 

Batik Painting Workshop.

Floral Candle Making.

Mid-Autumn Festival.

Tazkirah Maulidul Rasul.
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22nd AGM of MTCC

The Twenty-Second (22nd) Annual General Meeting of Malaysian 
Timber Certification Council (MTCC) was held on 20 September 
2021 and chaired by its Chairman Haji Kamaruzzaman Mohamad. 
MTC was represented virtually by CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili.

Online briefing on 
UPM’s Forestry Camp

An online briefing on the “Inspirasi Permata Hutan: 
Pertandingan Inovasi Produk” module with Universiti Putra 

MTC is a main sponsor of the Forestry Camp.

The session was also attended by representatives from the 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB), Forest Research 
Institute Malaysia (FRIM), Sarawak Timber Industry 
Development Corporation (STIDC), Sabah Timber Industries 
Association (STIA), Sarawak Timber Association (STA), MTCC’s 
Board of Trustees and MTCC CEO Ms. Siti Syaliza Mustapha. 

Malaysia (UPM) Faculty of Forestry Senior Lecturers Dr. Sabiha 
Salim and Dr. Adlin Sabrina was conducted on 9 September 2021.

MTC, a main sponsor of the UPM’s Forestry Camp 2021, 
was represented by CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, and Corporate 
Communications Division Manager, Mr. Azmir Husni 
Mohamed Nor.

A total of 133 UPM students throughout Malaysia and Brunei 
participated virtually from 6-17 September 2021.

The briefing discussed the background of the module and the 
responsibility of the competition’s jurors. MTC is working 
closely with higher learning institutions such as UPM under 
their Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) programme with 
the aim of enhancing MTC’s brand image from the perspective 
of our stakeholders. 

Mr. Muhtar (top row, third from left) representing MTC at the meeting.
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Touching base 
with US, European 
counterparts
Visit to High Point Market

A delegation from MTC  led by its COO Mr. Roger Chin visited 
High Point Market in High Point, North Carolina, USA from 14-17 
October 2021.

The MTC delegation met with the organiser of High Point Market 
Authority President and CEO Mr. Tom Conley, High Point 
Exhibitions Inc. Managing Director Mr. Alfred Bolton, American 
Furniture Connection LLC President Mr. Michael Waggoner, and 
MATRADE New York Trade Commissioner Ms. Diana Talit with 
Senior Marketing Manager Mr. John Maloney.

The MTC delegation, also comprising MTC Executives Ms. Lai Mei 
Theng, Ms. Lim Siew Jin and Ms. Angelina Rouget, had a fruitful 
dialogue session concerning the current furniture industry and 
how Malaysian furniture can strengthen its presence in the USA, 
which is the largest importer of Malaysian furniture products.

Other highlights of the visits include meetings with the Sustainable 
Furnishings Council GREEN Accredited Professional Executive 
Director Ms. Susan Inglis and Member Services Manager Ms. Angie 
Kenny. Besides, MTC also visited the American Home Furnishings 
Alliance Public Relations and Marketing Vice President Ms. Jaclyn 
C. Hirschhaut. Both meetings discussed about the furniture 
industry as well as potential market opportunities in the USA.

In addition, MTC also visited MATRADE’s booth at the Global 
Sourcing Pavilion, which is in Suites, Market Square. Mr.  Chin 
and Ms. Lai  together with Wajahat & Partners Managing Director 
Mr. Wajahat Naseem were met by Ms. Talit.

Mr. Chin presenting a memento to Ms. Inglis.

Visit to High Point Market (left) and American Home Furnishings Alliance.
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Meeting in Paris 

Mr. Chin,  accompanied by Regional Head of MTC Europe 
Mr. Gopinathan Tanikudy attended a meeting in Paris on
18 October 2021.

The session was also attended by Association Technique 
Internationale des Bois Tropicaux (ATIBT) Managing Director 
Mr. Benoit Jobbe-duval and Project Assistant Ms. Josepha Coache, 
Le Commerce du Bois Director Mr. Arnaud Hetriot, Malaysian 
Ambassador-Designate to France H.E. Dato’ Mohd Zamruni Khalid, 
Embassy of Gabon in Paris Representative Mr. Hughes Soundat, 
MATRADE Paris Marketing and Foreign Trade Adviser Mr. SK Tye 
together with MATRADE Frankfurt-based Trade Commissioner 
Mr. Badrul Hisham Hilal as well as Economic & Cultural Affairs First 
Secretary Mr. Syed Nizamuddin Sayed Khassim.

The meeting discussed the decision by the Société pour la 
Livraison des Ouvrages Olympiques (SOLIDEO) to exclude the use 
of tropical timber for the construction of the Olympic structures 
for the Paris 2024 Summer Olympics.

With ATIBT members and Dato’ Mohd Zamruni (fifth from left). 

 MTC-UKTTF collaboration

Mr. Chin, Mr. Gopinathan together with MTC’s Public Relations 
Agency Ridens Director Ms. Rebecca Lentini and Proprietor 
Mr. Maurits Bruggink attended a meeting in London on 20 
October 2021.

The MTC delegation met UK Timber Trade Federation (UKTTF) 
CEO Mr. David Hopkins and UK importers. The meeting discussed 
some of the current trade issues such as shortage of materials, 
the impact of COVID-19 on factory operations in Malaysia, 
exorbitant shipping costs, break-bulk shipments, rising prices of 
timber, policies, and regulations in UK in the offing.

MTC proposed the signing of an MoU between MTC and UKTTF 
for closer collaboration and partnership in various advocacy and 
promotional activities, riding on the respective organisations’ 
strength and resources. 

Meeting with UK timber industry players.
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New Heads for     
MTIB and MTCC

MTC led by its CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili paid a courtesy visit to  
Haji Mahpar Atan, the newly-appointed Director-General of the 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB) on 8 September 2021. 
Haji Mahpar succeeded Mr. Mohd Kheiruddin Mohd Rani who 
retired on 7 September 2021. 

Heartiest congratulations to Haji Mahpar on his new appointment 
which took effect on 7 September 2021. 

MTC also wishes heartiest congratulations to Ms. Siti Syaliza 
Mustapha on her appointment as the new Chief Executive Officer 

September-October 2021 Timber Malaysia

(CEO) of the Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC) 
effective 6 October 2021. She succeeds Mr. Yong Teng Koon who 
retired on 16 July 2021 and is the first woman to lead the Council’s 
management since it began its operations in 1998.  

MTC hopes that its good working relationship with the two 
organisations will continue to flourish and benefit the timber 
industry as a whole. 

MTC’s 3rd Staff Town 
Hall Meeting
MTC held its 3rd Staff Town Hall meeting for 2021 on 
10 September. The event was held in hybrid where staff attended 
physically and online in compliance with the SOPs to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19. 

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili delivered his welcoming remarks 
followed by a presentation from Strategic Planning Division 
(SPD) Director Ms. Lau Li Har who briefed the staff on the 
proposed MTC’s 2022 programmes and activities. 

In conjunction with the event, staff who volunteered at Pusat 
Pemberian Vaksin Industri (PPVIN) Olak Lempit, Banting, 
Selangor as well as staff whose birthdays fall within the month 
of September were presented with gifts from MTC. 

Mr. Muhtar leading the discussions.



Working visits to 
Northern region
Touching base with Bumiputera entrepreneurs

The MTC Industry Development Division (IDD) conducted visits to 
seven Bumiputera-owned factories and workshops, namely, Buno 
Indah Enterprise, DejuAmon Design, ifKitchen Industries Sdn Bhd, 
Hangterra Bamboo Sdn Bhd, The Kayu Pallet Sdn Bhd, ABM Two 
Sdn Bhd and Perabot Zamni Enterprise from 13-15 October 2021.

The visits served as a followup to MTC’s online dialogue session 
and Q&A exercise conducted in August 2021 with the Northern 
micro-sized Bumiputera entrepreneurs. IDD Senior Manager 
Ms. Adeline Goh and Executive Ms. Noor Ateeqah Abdul Rahman 
managed to assess the companies’ manufacturing facilities and 
issues that require immediate attention, such as semi-automated 
or automated machinery, escalating costs of raw materials and 
skilled labour.

As a way forward, IDD is proposing a financial incentive 
programme to enable these small and micro-sized companies 

HAPPENINGS
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Promoting MTC industry programmes

IDD also conducted factory visits to Essence Furniture Sdn Bhd, 
United Woodwork and Construction (M) Sdn Bhd and BKB Hevea 
Products Sdn Bhd on 13 and 15 October 2021 as part of MTC’s 
visitation programme in the northern region of Peninsular 
Malaysia.

Essence Furniture participated in MTC’s Factory Transformation 
Programme (FTP) and was awarded SIRIM’s Green 5S & LEAN 
Certificate of Recognition. According to the company’s Director, 
Mr. Tan Wei Loon, Essence Furniture’s productivity increased 
by 30%, and overseas buyers were impressed with the company’s 
cleanliness and factory floor layout.

The visit to United Woodwork and Construction (M) on 
13 October 2021 was to follow-up on its FTP progress as well as 
discussion on MTC’s product development programme. IDD was 
welcomed by their Managing Director, Mr. Mah Kong Yeow. This 
initiative was part of MTC’s Product Development of Lesser-
Known Species Programme.

The visit to BKB Hevea Products on 15 October was to publicise 
MTC’s Young Entrepreneur Society (YES) programme, Engineer 
Placement and Internship in industry Programme (EPIP) and 
Automation & Digital Technology Acquisition programme. BKB 
General Manager Mr. Francis Raj mentioned that they are keen to 
participate in these programmes. 

to purchase machines in order to increase their capacity and 
productivity. Apart from this, IDD is also considering facilitating 
suitable courses such as basic 5S or Lean Manufacturing Modules 
to sharpen the companies’ management systems.

Visit to ABM Two.

At BUNO Indah Enterprise (left) and BKB Hevea Products.
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Malaysian Timber Council – Transforming the Timber
Industry
October 13, 2021  0 26

The timber industry has been a catalyst of Malaysia’s economic growth for centuries.A standout of the

agricommodity sector, wood and wood-based industries contribute signi�cantly and consistently to the

nation’s exports, employment and GDP. And the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) has been key to this

growth. In line with its vision to develop the timber industry into a world leader in the manufacture and

trade of timber products, MTC aspires to usher the timber industry into a new era of sustainability and

competitiveness.
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A total of 14 Malaysian companies are participating in the Digital Trade Show.
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Furniture 
China 
2021 
Digital 
Trade 
Show
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Furniture China 2021, also known as the 27th China International 
Furniture Expo, is one of the most renowned furniture 
exhibitions in the world. The exhibition will be held at Shanghai 
New International Expo Centre (SNIEC), Shanghai, China from 
28-31 December 2021. MTC is scheduled to participate with a 
promotional booth.

Currently, MTC is participating in the Furniture China 2021 Digital 
Trade Show through digital platform which started since the 
beginning of this year. A total of 14 Malaysian companies registered 
for the event with MTC’s financial incentive, and 13 business 

matching session have been conducted via the Digital Trade Show 
since MTC’s participation from 1 September 2021.  
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ARCHIDEX Online
The International Architecture, Interior Design & Building 
Exhibition (ARCHIDEX) is an international architecture business 
event jointly organised by the Malaysian Institute of Architects and 
C.I.S Network Sdn Bhd. It was initially scheduled to be held from 
7-10 July 2021 at Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre, Malaysia but 
has been rescheduled to 29 June to 2 July 2022 at the same venue. 
MTC is scheduled to participate with a promotional booth.

Presently, MTC is participating in ARCHIDEX Online, their official 
digital platform from 4 October to 10 December 2021. 
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MTC-WOFX Virtual 
Exhibition and Business 
Matching 
On 20 October 2021, MTC held its first virtual exhibition and 
business matching in cooperation with Worldex India Exhibition 
and Promotion Pvt Ltd, the organiser of World Furniture Expo 
(WOFX) based in India. The three-day virtual programme was 
inaugurated on 20 October 2021 by Mr. Rajesh Bhagat, Director, 
Worldex India Exhibition and Promotion Pvt Ltd, Mr. Khairul 
Anwar, Director, MTC International Business Development 
Division Cluster 2 (South Asia, Middle East and Africa), and 
Dr. Hitesh Bhatt, Director, Marketing and Communications, 
Retailers Association of India.

A total of 27 Malaysian timber-based companies with the majority 
coming from the furniture sector participated in the programme 
together with 46 companies from India. A total of 197 meetings 
were carried out during the three days with an average of eight 
meetings per Malaysian company. The number of visitors to the 
booth was 250 with 129 connections made. Leads and potential 
sales generated were 46 and RM137 million, respectively. 

A total of 197 meetings were carried out during the three-day virtual programme.
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DREMA International 
Trade Fair
MTC Europe participated in the DREMA International Trade 
Fair from 14 – 17 September 2021 in Poznan, Poland. It is 
an international trade fair dedicated for machines, tools and 
components for the timber and furniture industries. MTC took 
part in the fair to raise awareness of Malaysian timber and timber 
products, and to strengthen MTC’s network in the Polish market. 

Exhibitors showcased their timber products and woodworking 
machines, and discussed current events related to the timber 
and furniture industry. The trade fair presented a varied 
scope of the woodworking sector to meet the expectations of 
big, medium and small companies. The number of timber and 
timber-related companies that participated in DREMA 2021 was 
visibly lesser compared to previous years due to the COVID-19 
situation. Representatives from many of these companies 
visited the fair instead. 

MTC Europe received visitors interested to learn more about 
Malaysian timber and timber products and showed interest 
to potentially buying from Malaysia. Most of the enquiries 
received are on wooden flooring, decking, laminated scantlings 
and furniture. MTC Europe’s participation at DREMA 2021 also 
provided a great opportunity to understand and discuss the latest 
trends in the Polish timber and furniture industry.

Additionally, MTC Europe took the opportunity to promote 
MTC’s 2nd edition of Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE) in the Polish 
market and attract as many timber and timber-related companies 
to this MTC’s timber trade fair scheduled to be held in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia in 2022. 

Visitors at the MTC booth.

MTC also promoted the second edition of the Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE). 
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2021 Fly-in with IWPA
MTC participated in the IWPA’s Fall World of Wood/ Washington 
Fly-in held from 27-29 September 2021 in Maryland, USA. The 
event provided a platform for IWPA members to network and 
learn in person as well as connect with US policy makers including 
Members of Congress on the issues important to each business, 
especially those who are involved in the global wood trade. 

Suppliers to importers, distributors, manufacturers, and retailers 
were all gathered at the Fly-in with IWPA which offers critical 
information and services that help support different aspects of 
businesses. Apart from the wood industry players, associates 
including insurers, ports, customs brokers, law firms, certification 
bodies were also part of the Fly-in attendees. 

The attendees were connected to receive the latest responses 
from the US federal government on the COVID-19 pandemic 
and gain insights from convention presenters on the latest 
market developments and trends such as Lacey Act, regulations, 
formaldehyde emission and anti-dumping. 

The objectives of MTC’s participation were to keep abreast with 
the latest market and trade developments in the US, increase 
awareness and expand Malaysian timbers and timber products’ 
presence in the US market, and touch base and network with US 
industry players. 

MTC was the only exhibitor at the Fly-in. Samples displayed at 
MTC’s promotional booth included plywood and samples of timber 
species such as Rubberwood, Nyatoh, Kembang Semangkok, 
Tualang, Mersawa, Merbau, Kempas, Balau, Keruing and Kapur. 
Importers were the main visitors to the MTC promotional stand 
during the trade show. 

MTC’s stand at the Fly-in.

Importers were the main visitors to the MTC promotional stand.
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Fu Seng 
Furniture 
Industries

Established in August 2005, Fu Seng Furniture Industries 
Sdn Bhd is part of the household and institutional furniture 
and kitchen cabinet manufacturing industry. The company 
manufactures and produces furniture components such as S4S 
timber, finger-jointed boards and chair legs. 

Based in Muar, Johor, the company is also into the trading of kiln 
dried treated Rubberwood sawntimber as a raw material, wooden 
pellets and complete dining sets comprising marble table tops and 
chair seats. The company uses solid Rubberwood as the main raw 
material for the production of their timber products. About 80% 
of their production is for the export market.

Fu Seng brands itself as environmentally friendly through the 
use of plantation grown Rubberwood for its products. With 
an employee base of more than 40 people, Fu Seng assures its 

customers of prompt response to enquiries and quality products 
that match their prices. 

According to company executive, Ms. Ally Toh, “Responding 
promptly to customers is a norm for us. Rest assured that you can 
depend on us in Fu Seng for reliable, innovative and resourceful 
information and products that match your needs.”

As a member of the Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC), Fu Seng 
is eligible for the various incentive programmes rolled out by 
MTC. One such programme is the Import Assistance Programme 
(IAP) which facilitates local timber product manufacturers 
to import raw materials by defraying part of the freight and 
handling charges.

Under IAP 2021, Fu Seng imported slightly more than 821m3 
of sawntimber and received assistance from MTC worth more 
than RM41,000. According to Ally, this helps to keep their prices 
competitive especially through challenging times brought about 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Rubberwood is the main raw material for Fu Seng’s production. 
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Low Fatt Wood Products
A registered member of the Malaysian Wood Industries 
Association, Low Fatt Wood Products (Terengganu) Sdn Bhd is a 
beneficiary of the MTC Automation Technology Acquisition (ATA) 
2021 programme.

Based in Ajil, Hulu Terengganu in the east coast of Peninsular 
Malaysia, Low Fatt Wood Products produces sawntimber from 
various species including Dark Red Meranti, Light Red Meranti, 
Gerutu, Kelat, Kulim, Merpauh, Melunak, Mengkulang and Mixed 
Light Hardwoods.

The sawntimber produced from this mill is mainly to cater for the 
export needs of the Low Fatt Group of Companies, according to 
Mr. Calvin Low, Executive Director of Low Fatt Wood Products. 

To upgrade the cutting process performed by its existing 
machinery consisting of bandsaws, overhead crane, breakdown 
saw and log carriage, Low Fatt Wood Products purchase a new 
heavy-duty CNC auto carriage with a log feeding feeder system. 

With the installation of the new machine in February 2021, the 
company’s production output has increased by 85%, from 1.3m3 
to 2.4m3 per man hour based on the latest one-month records 
obtained before and after installation, respectively. The number 
of workers involved in this production process has also reduced, 
from three to two. 

Through the ATA programme, previously known as the Financial 
Incentive for Purchase of Machinery (FIPM) programme, 
companies that meet the MTC’s criteria as per the ATA Guidelines 
are able to receive reimbursement of 20% of the machine price 
and freight charges, which total up to RM70,000 per company or 
group of companies.

This programme comes under one of MTC’s goal in its Five-Year 
Roadmap (2019-2023) to assist in expediting the timber industry’s 
drive towards automation and digitalisation, and accelerating the 
move towards IR 4.0. 
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The new heavy-duty CNC auto carriage with a log feeding feeder system.

With the installation of the new machine, the company’s production output has increased by 85%.

September-October 2021 Timber Malaysia
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SPECIAL FEATURE

MTC: Tropical timber has been the target of 
discrimination in some markets. Do you think that this 
situation will become prevalent in Australia?

ATIF: Clearly some discrimination against tropical hardwood 
timber exists in the Australian market, broadly on environmental 
grounds. In the case of Malaysian timber products, this has been 
helpfully offset by sustainable forest management policies and 
practices, backed up by certification and some excellent marketing 
collateral.

An emerging national campaign against palm oil plantations in 
Australia (and elsewhere) is having appreciable consumer pushback 
and has not assisted the cause of sustainable forest management 
practices in Malaysia and elsewhere in Southeast Asia.

MTC: To what extent has MTC influenced timber policies 
and addressed perceptions of consumers in Australia on 
tropical timber?

ATIF: In the past MTC has and continues to play an important role 
in Australia amongst trade associations, specifiers and consumers 
more broadly with a strong focus on the credentials of sustainable 
forest management and other attributes of Malaysian timber, 
including certification and fit-for-purpose credentials. 

This effort is also acknowledged bythe Australian Federal 
government entities.

40

Mr. John Halkett, General Manager of the Australian 
Timber Importers Federation Inc (ATIF) shares his 
views with TIMBER MALAYSIA on the status of the 
tropical hardwood timber trade and the opportunities 
for sustainable Malaysian timber products in the 
Australian market.

Upping      
Australia-Malaysia 
timber ties
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SPECIAL FEATURE
MTC: What factors will influence the market’s response 
to Malaysian and other tropical timbers in the next few 
years? 

ATIF: It is clear that future policies by the Australian states of 
Western Australia and Victoria to ban or further restrict the access 
to native forests for hardwood timber production will have adverse 
implications for supply. This is especially so at a time of strong 
building and construction demand plus a buoyant additions and 
alterations market in Australia. This imminent gap in supply will 
present further opportunities for Malaysian hardwoods to replace 
darker coloured domestic hardwoods of the same specifications and 
fit-for-purpose attributes.

MTC: How is the impact of COVID-19 to the timber 
sector in Australia? 

ATIF: It is clear that the COVID pandemic has in Australia, 
and elsewhere, given rise to substantial government policies to 
stimulate economic activity, including supporting building and 
construction activities and related employment.

Unintentionally in Australia, this has given rise to substantial 
shortages of building products, including timber, together with 
an increasing gap across both softwood and hardwood products 
between the domestic supply capacity and demand.

In the case of well credentialed, fit-for-purpose imported hardwood 
products this should provide an opportunity for Malaysian 
suppliers to expand their reach into the Australian market.

MTC: What are potential areas of collaboration 
that ATIF and MTC could explore to further 
improve the trade of timber products between 
Australia and Malaysia?

ATIF: With increasing attention being paid internationally to 
climate change abatement measures, notably the need to reduce 
carbon emissions, Australia, along with other countries, is moving 
towards net zero carbon emissions targets by 2050.

Collaboration between Australia and its Southeast Asian 
neighbours should include promoting the climate change benefits 
of sustainable forest management, third-party certification, forest 
carbon storage and related carbon trading opportunities. Also of 
note is the contribution wood products made to storing carbon 
and the overall long-term benefits of an increased use of timber 
products and sustainable forest management.

MTC: Any other issues of mutual interest that you 
may wish to share?

ATIF: There is an evolving international recognition that forests, 
forest-based carbon offsets and timber products are increasingly 
important to achieving now widely acknowledged environmental 
and climate change mitigation policy objectives. 

As the gap in Australia between domestic timber products 
supply and building and construction demand further increases, 
there is a greater opportunity for Malaysian and Australian 
timber industry and climate change advocates to work 
collaboratively to further promote and support the climate 

M. John Halkett, General Manager of ATIF.
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About ATIF

The Australian Timber Importers Federation Inc (ATIF) is the peak 
national body representing the business interests of timber and 
wood-based product importing and wholesaling companies. ATIF 
represents and advocates for the importing sector of the timber 
industry in national fora.

ATIF is governed by a constitution and board of directors. The 
Federation interacts with Federal Government ministers and 
departments on various issues, such as the strategic importance 
of timber imports to housing and domestic employment, legality 
assurance and certification systems and forest management policy 
and practice.

ATIF also assists member companies to:
• Strengthen their commercial performance.
• Improve market opportunities and competitive advantage  
 in order to increase overall demand for timber and wood- 
 based products.
• Understand and discharge relevant environmental   
 responsibilities.
• Support and promote timber and wood products innovation,  
 research and development.
• Understand and improve phytosanitary and border protection  
 issues relevant to timber and wood-based product imports.
• Improve business interaction related to customs, tariff,  
 border changes, logistics, freight and related matters.

change and other benefits of sustainably managed forests and 
timber products with their long-term carbon storage capacity to 
contribute towards climate change goals. 



Berjayapak Sdn Bhd is a palletising solutions provider to 
multinational corporations and industries across Southeast Asia. 
The company was co-founded by Mr. Ooi Chang Seaw and 
Mr. Ooi Eng Leng and is based in the Furniture Industrial
estate in Sungai Bakap, Penang. 

“As a leading provider of custom-made wooden pallets, crates and 
boxes for your export needs, we work with you to ensure that you 
get the best packaging solution for your needs from custom-made 
pallet and packaging designs to warehousing and logistics. 

“We design custom packaging solutions to ensure your products 
are packed with the greatest of care and arrive in the best 
condition,” says Mr. Ooi Chang Seaw, the pioneer fondly known 
as CS who has almost 40 years of experience in the wood 
packaging industry.

He adds: “Since 1984, we have been offering more than just 
palletising solutions. Customers love the idea that we offer 
pallet design, analysis and consultation as well as pallet repair, 
pallet recycling, logistics services, packing specialists on-site, 
warehousing and heat-treating services to meet global export 
standards and requirements.

“Enjoy peace of mind when you work with us. We design and 
manufacture pallets, crates, boxes and shipping containers 
that are tailored to your specific needs. Our pallet solutions are 
designed with Pallet Design System with LoadSync, a licensed 
software from Virginia Tech, USA that guarantees the structural 
integrity of wood pallets.

“We adopt Quality Management System practices in our pallet 
manufacturing to ensure export-readiness at all times. To comply 
with international shipping regulations on Wood Packaging 
Material, all our pallets are heat-treated and sanitised to comply 
with International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures 
No. 15,” he shares.

The business initially was named Syarikat Perusahaan Berjaya 
and operated out of Penang Island. As a result of a growing 
demand for wood pallets and boxes, they decided to invest in a 
plot of land to build their own factory in Sungai Bakap in 1997. 

Berjayapak
Expert in pallets, 
crates, boxes and 
custom packaging
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CS recalls: “There was a spike in demand for wooden boxes and 
crates in the 1980s. We started making these products for rubber 
sheet manufacturers who needed these boxes to transport rubber 
sheets. 

“We offer pallets made of local hardwood and imported wood, 
engineered wood, plastic, steel and recycled wood. Engineered 
wood such as plywood, LVL and OSB comprise some of the newest 
materials that we import to produce pallets.

“It is the family that started the business, and it is also the family 
culture that makes many of its employees stay on year after 
year. The culture of taking care of one another as a family and 
being empowered to find spaces to thrive and succeed even as the 
company keeps reinventing itself decade after decade has made 
Berjayapak an exciting company to work for.

“The family atmosphere has not waned since the early days; it is in 
fact further strengthened when various members of the extended 
Ooi family have contributed in one way or another either through 
working stints or like some, have come back again to take the 
company to newer heights.”

Starting the company with CS, Mr. Ooi Eng Leng took charge of 
the production of the wood pallets, boxes and crates and even 
transportation in the early years. Currently, he manages the 
company’s facilities and machinery and is extremely proud of his 
engineering team who upkeeps all the machinery in Berjayapak. 

INDUSTRY FOCUS 

Berjayapak is very much a homegrown success story, one that’s 
underlined by sweat, grit and tears and many episodes of ups 
and downs. It has had to reinvent itself through the years. Today, 
Berjayapak supplies to some 80 per cent of the multinational 
companies in northern Peninsular Malaysia, producing 2,500 
pallets per shift.

The company invests in Lean management practices and utilises 
Pallet Design Software to continuously improve. Berjayapak has 
also invested in its own heat treatment chambers to heat-treat 
finished products, a finished goods warehouse equipped with 
a dehumidifier system for mold and fungus prevention and an 
in-house advanced heat treatment using Radio Frequency to 
control moisture content of wood materials. These significant 
improvements and technology have raised the bar on product 
quality and productivity and enabled the company to be 
recognised by the industry year after year since 2017.

In 2019, Berjayapak, upon a customer’s request, opened its first 
overseas factory in Binh Duong, Vietnam to meet the need for 
quality palletising solutions. Eng leng was an indispensable 
source of advice and support when the company started this 
manufacturing facility.

In the coming years, Berjayapak is embracing a brand-new vision 
and purpose to become more than just a supplier for palletising 
solutions; it aims to be a respected global supply chain partner for 
its customers in Southeast Asia and beyond. 

September-October 2021 Timber Malaysia

The company’s co-founders, (CS (right) and Eng Leng.



Aiming to promote timber products manufacturing to higher 
levels within the Malaysian timber industry as well as having 
the ambition to extend its reach internationally, Woodsfield 
Glulam Manufacturing Sdn. Bhd. became the first local company 
to introduce glue laminated timber (Glulam) technology into 
Malaysia in the year 2009. 

Says Managing Director, Mr. Eddie Ling: “We are proud to be the 
pioneer in the Glulam industry in Malaysia. With the ambition 
of promoting the timber industry to a higher aspect, we have 
made a big move and put in huge efforts to pioneer Glulam 
manufacturing in Malaysia to turn traditional timber processing 
into more useful, resourceful and endurable products. We believe 
this huge move will bring tremendous benefits to the Malaysian 
timber industry and beyond. 

“We must acknowledge the encouragement of our local 
government agencies like the Public Works Department (PWD), 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB), Malaysian Industrial 

Development Authority (MIDA) and Malaysian Timber Council 
(MTC) as well as the support from our Glulam consultants and 
specialists. We are also proud to be awarded the first Glulam 
project in Malaysia by MTIB.” 

Woodsfield Glulam Manufacturing’s Glulam products are 
mainly used as load-bearing structural members such as posts, 
beams, girders and arches. Due to the fact that Glulam products 
are made from laminae of natural wood without problematic 
defects, their qualities are stable and even. 

In addition, as the laminae are glued together with superior 
Resorcinol Resin glue, the strengths of our Glulam products are 
about 1.5 times greater than those of solid wood, says Eddie, 
adding that their Glulam products are 100% straight.

Woodsfield

Pioneering Glulam 
manufacturing in 
Malaysia
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The lumber used for the manufacture of Glulam is special graded 
(lamstock). Various lab tests had been carried out by certified 
consultants. Bonding test, load test and tension test are done to 
comply with the required performance as stipulated in Malaysian 
Standard (MS) 758, such as:
• Design properties - They shall be the characteristic values 
 for bending strength, modulus of elasticity, compression  
 strength, shear strength and tension strength.
• Glue line integrity - The requirements for glue line 
 integrity shall be based on testing of the glue line in a  
 full cross-sectional specimen, which shall be cut from the 
 manufactured Glulam member.

Woodsfield Glulam Manufacturing offers a comprehensive 
range of services, from drawing preparation, Glulam timber 

manufacturing to installation and after sales, inclusive of 
warranty based on contract agreement. Consultancy is provided 
by experienced Glulam engineers and architects. Custom-made 
orders are accepted three months in advance.

Besides manufacturing Glulam, Woodsfield as a group and 
based in Pasir Gudang, Johor is also involved in producing 
other timber and timber-based products. Its parent company, 
Woodsfield Timber Industries Sdn. Bhd. has been engaging in the 
sawmilling, contracting, wholesaling and retailing of sawntimber 
for use in government and private sectors for more than a 
decade. 

The company’s factory cum warehouse facility at Pasir Gudang 
serve clients in the shipbuilding, oil and gas fabrication, 
heavy engineering and construction as well as transportation 
industries for more than 10 years.

“Our sister subsidiary, Woodsfield Resources Sdn. Bhd. is 
specialised in finger-jointed and laminated panels and moulding 
products. We produce good quality products and have a complete 
production line from KD to finishing. We have strong support 
from local suppliers and from overseas buyers.

“Our commitment is to bring great services and quality products 
to our clients. Woodsfield’s strong management together with 
our skilled production team will ensure all your needs are met 
with satisfaction,” concludes Eddie. 
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Among the many projects that Woodsfield’s Glulam is applied is Eddie’s very own Grumpy Goat & Friends restaurant in Masai, Johor. 



“Our stakeholders are considered our important partners with 
whom we build long-term relationships through our business,” 
says Mr. Wong Kar Wai, Director of Yee Poh Timber Sdn Bhd 
while sharing the many philosophies of this 26-year-old company 
started by his father-in-law, Mr. Aw Yeong Kwai.

Together with his spouse, Olivia, the husband-and-wife team 
became more actively involved in running and building Yee Poh 
Timber from 2007 after the company’s founder had to semi-retire 
from the business due to health reasons. 

Since its establishment in 1995, Yee Poh Timber has grown to 
become one of the leading and established timber exporters in 
Malaysia. The company, based in Bandar Sri Damansara, Kuala 
Lumpur, is a member of The Timber Exporters Association of 
Malaysia (TEAM) since 1997. 

Says Mr. Wong, a chartered accountant by profession: “Yee Poh 
Timber is well-known for the quality of its timber products and 
reliability. Our main business is the export of sawn and dressed 
timber, all of which are graded according to the Malaysian 
Grading Rules.

“The main species that we export are Dark Red Meranti (Bukit 
Seraya, DUC and Nemesu), Gerutu, Jelutong, Merbau, Kapur, 
White Meranti, Red Meranti, Keruing, Melunak, Nyatoh, Durian, 
Bekak and Yellow Balau. Our monthly export volume is about 
700m3 in normal times. 

“We provide our buyers a wide range of high-quality timber 
products to meet their project needs and requirements. 
Besides sawntimber, we also export mouldings, decking and 
finger-jointed timber products for the manufacturing of door 
and window frames,” shares Mr. Wong who is also a qualified 
timber grader. 

Yee Poh 
Timber
Building long-term 
relationships 
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Yee Poh Timber’s export markets include the Netherlands, 
United Kingdom, Germany, Belgium, Ukraine, Poland, Italy, 
Spain, Greece, Russia, Canada, United States of America, 
Australia, New Zealand, China, Japan, Indonesia, Thailand, 
Mauritius and South Africa. 

Although not all of their buyers require certified timber products, 
Yee Poh Timber ensures that the timbers the company supplies 
originate from sustainable sources. 

“We recognise the importance of the sustainability of our forest 
to our ecology and our future generations. As such, we are 
committed to support the chain of responsible practices to forest 
management and its biodiversity.

“In this regard, we are proud to be certified for chain-of-custody 
under the Malaysian Timber Certification Scheme in 2004, and 
the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification 
(PEFC) since 2009. Most of our timber come from the sustainably 

managed forests of Perak and Pahang,” assures Mr. Wong, 
adding that the company was in 2009 also admitted to use the 
Keurhout-Sustainable logo for on-product labelling of their 
exports to the Dutch market.  

Currently representing TEAM on the MTC Board of Trustees, 
Mr. Wong is enlightened that the timber industry has been 
able to attract the younger generation to take up a career in the 
industry. 

“Similar to Yee Poh Timber, there are many timber-based 
companies of different sizes that are today run by the second or 
third generations. This augurs well for the future of the timber 
industry which had often been labelled a sunset industry.

“To add on to the development of the industry, there should 
be an enhanced push towards innovations and R&D in new 
products. The COVID-19 pandemic has shown us that the timber 
industry must evolve with the times to remain competitive and 
stay ahead of the competition,” concludes Mr. Wong. 
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IOI Palm Wood Sdn Bhd was formed to establish Malaysia’s first 
manufacturing plant with the objective of converting unused 
oil palm trunks into commercially valuable materials that can 
be used in the manufacture and production of furniture, high-
performance panels and other construction materials.

Operating from its head office and factory in Putrajaya and 
Johor, respectively, IOI Palm Wood is a joint venture with IOI 
Corporation Berhad, a leading global integrated and sustainable 
palm oil player that is listed on the Main Board of Bursa Malaysia 
Securities Berhad.

IOI Palm Wood offers a range of high performance and 
environmentally sustainable products that conform to 
international quality standards such as ISO, CE, ANSI and SIRIM 
certifications. This can be attributed to the company’s innovative 
manufacturing processes and advanced technologies that are 
developed specifically for this purpose.

Its CEO, Mr. Hans Peter Fitch shares: “Our progressive systems 
which enhance speed, efficiency and cost effectiveness of our 
production line in Segamat, Johor, can produce approximately 
80,000m³ of premium grade Kiln Dried Palm Lumber, 
Blockboards, Palm Wood Panels and Palm Wood Core to supply to 
the local and overseas market every year.”

IOI Palm Wood’s OnCore products consisting of kiln dried 
palm wood, blockboards, palm wood panels and palm wood 
core materials are designed to meet the rising demand for high 
quality wood panel solutions that are both high performance 
and environmentally sustainable in terms of utilisation of 
natural resources.

The growing demand for wood panels in the furniture, building 
and construction industries has driven wood consumption to 
near unsustainable levels. To conserve the world’s forests, IOI 
Palm Wood uses wood efficiently by producing palm wood panels 
ecologically and sustainably to preserve natural resources and 
reduce overall carbon footprint.

According to the company, Southeast Asia and Malaysia in 
particular has been fortunate enough to benefit from the 
abundance of raw materials to develop and grow its timber, 
panels and furniture businesses. Malaysia has drawn upon its 

IOI Palm Wood
Pioneering   
high-performance 
palm wood panels 
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pristine tropical rainforests and, more recently, on its abundance 
of plantation Rubberwood to fuel the growth of the timber 
industry, the furniture sector in particular. 

The furniture manufacturing sector is vitally important for the 
Malaysian timber industry. Not only does it generate valuable 
export revenue, it is also considered an important value multiplier 
as a major customer and consumer of Malaysian sawntimber and 
panel products.

Hans Peter elaborates: “The challenge we now have in Malaysia 
is how to facilitate the growth of the furniture sector. Not 
only do we need to address issues associated with investment 
opportunities, labour and skill availability, and marketing, we 
also need to address the sustainable supply of raw materials.

“Our ample palm oil plantations in Malaysia may provide a 
sustainable and carbon-friendly answer to this dilemma. We 
might not realise it, but palm wood could potentially be a major 
source of raw materials in the years to come, with the trunks 
being turned into value-added wood products. 

“The total plantation area for oil palm amounts to almost 10 
million acres in Malaysia, and this resource is largely unutilised 
as a sustainable source of raw material for furniture and 
construction.

“With pressure on timber resources within Malaysia, and 
increasing competition for wood fibres around the world, new 
sources of usable raw materials could prove very important in the 
future for not just furniture but for timber-based construction 
materials.”
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A CASE FOR TIMBER 

The project brief was making wood as the main emphasis.
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A behind-the-scene chat with the design firm 
instrumental in the refurbishing of MTC’s two-
decade old reception area reveals lessons learned 
about specifying wood in projects.

As you step out of the lift, you will first notice the sheen from 
the pristine marbled surface of the floor, interspersed with strips 
of warm brown hues of Merbau leading from the elevator lobby 
right up to the entrance of the reception area. 

It is all almost reminiscent of a tinge of the Fairmont Peace Hotel 
lobby in Shanghai if one’s imagination is permitted to wander far, 
what with the classic sconce lamps lighting the way from between 
the elevator doors to the reception entrance. 

A sense of liveliness and anticipation is inevitable under the 
vibrant, yet soft glow of the lighting. 

Welcome to Level 20 reception area at MTC’s headquarters. 
In this space leading to the adjacent MTC’s Gallery, a popular 
stopover for both official and informal visitors, the timeless 
beauty of timber is not merely celebrated and showcased for 
posterity but truly experienced as you linger to observe the grain 
of details. 

Stepping onto the entrance, a prominent and stately traditional 
Malay wood carving panel welcomes visitors from behind 
the reception table. The carving has been preserved, weaved 
seamlessly into the design blueprint as a touch of MTC’s history 
juxtaposed with complementing mirrors on its two sides. The 
mirrors, when pushed, are revealed as doors leading into the 
Boardroom and foyer for hosting meetings and functions.

The refurbishing process was kickstarted in December 2020. 
Odil Design, an interior design firm whose clients had included 
Westports, Measat (Cyberjaya) and the Addax Tower 2 in Abu 
Dhabi was engaged for this project. Its design director and 
founder, Ms. Dhana Thiagarajah was proud about the outcome for 
the transformation of Level 20.

Transforming    
interior views      
with wood
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“Initially, when we met with MTC’s team, they explained what 
they had in mind for this reception area. The brief was making 
wood the main emphasis as MTC is the advocate for wood. Then, 
we came in with our ideas of how one could uplift the place,” 
Ms. Dhana shared.

“If wood should be the main material, I thought, why don’t we 
blend wood with other natural materials where you can see 
marble, granite and veneers?” she said.

She envisioned that balance which would invoke a spark of 
modernity. Furthermore, MTC had wanted to “brighten up” 
the place. “So, that’s when instead of focusing only on wood 
and granite in the initial plans, we made adjustments along the 
way to include the marble, brighter hued wood and brighter 
veneers. I think it turned out quite well in terms of uplifting and 
brightening up the space.”

Another request was to use marble along with Merbau for the 
flooring. Here was where knowledge of wood characteristics is 
vital. Merbau’s tannins tend to bleed into the marble over time. 
To resolve this, Odil Design used a mixture of porcelain marble 
and natural marble (for the white portion) with black maquina 

(marble) for the flooring instead. The reception table’s countertop 
also incorporated porcelain marble mixed with acrylic. 

The striking pattern of wood strips on the left wall of the 
reception area as one walks in remain the star of the renovation. 
Picture an array of the different species of hardwood that 
Malaysia is famed for - Kasai, Chengal, Kembang Semangkok, 
Jelutong, Light Red Meranti, Dark Red Meranti, Merbau and 
Keruing.

Assembling this wooden wall panel was not without its 
challenges. 

“Initially, we had thought, why not feature all the different wood 
species that we have in our country. So, we targeted to source for 
100 timber species, then 60 species, but we decided using only 
less than 10,” she said, explaining that using more species than 
intended in a small area would not be practical nor cost effective.

“MTC has the expertise for wood, so when the specialists came 
in to inspect the wood material which I had chosen for the wall 
panel, I listened to their feedback and thus we had to rectify all 
the issues. This is because you (MTC) can see what the layman 
don’t usually see.

A prominent and stately traditional Malay wood carving panel welcomes visitors from behind the reception table.
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Pristine marbled surface of the floor interspersed with strips of warm brown hues of Merbau.
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“So, I learned a lot along the way about solid wood. I learned how 
to spot fungus in wood and how to identify timbers that are not of 
‘triple A’ quality while sourcing for them,” she smiled. 
 
As an interior designer and having led Odil Design for close to 
18 years now, Ms. Dhana views wood as a perpetually inspiring 
material.

“I have always had in mind the modern concepts that would come 
and go. Personally, I’m on the classical side. I love wood. 

“But it’s not like when you have wood in your designs per se, that 
it becomes classical. It’s really about how you plan your design and 
materials.

“When you look at my designs, I will usually include a touch of 
wood, probably not in the entire house, but here and there, just to 
give ‘life’ and “aesthetics” to the space.”

Ms. Dhana said she had been and will always recommend timber 
for her clients’ projects.

“Having a touch of wood in every design makes it more beautiful,” 
she said. 

The L20 reception area, where the timeless beauty of timber is truly experienced. 

 A section of the Malay wood carving panel.



Australian studio, Jackson Clements Burrows, has completed 
a mass-timber student accommodation scheme at La Trobe 
University in Melbourne, Victoria. Two sweeping arcs providing 
accommodation for 642 students hug a central courtyard on the 
18,000-square-metre site, which is the first to complete in a new 
masterplan for the university’s eastern residential precinct.

With a total of 4,500 cubic metres of cross-laminated and 
glue-laminated timber used for its structure, the building is the 
largest mass-timber project in Victoria, an approach that saw 
it win out over a competing concrete design. The local studio 
aimed to create a design that would mediate between the large 
scale of the buildings and “finer grain” experiences for residents, 
with numerous through-routes uniting the buildings with the 
courtyard and surrounding paths.

“The radial forms negotiate their way around the established gum 
trees which flank the site boundary and form sculptural clusters. 
While both buildings have respective ‘front doors’ to the street 
network, a finer grain of pathways sneak between to reveal the 
development’s inner, more colourful heart,” explained the studio.

The typical floor plan of each arc is split into two wings around a 
central lift and stair core. One wing houses a mixture of studio, 
four, five and six-bedroom apartments and the other communal 

spaces, study areas and kitchens. Circulation areas have been 
treated as “vertical streets”, where the lifts, staircases and 
theatre-style seating combine to encourage chance encounters 
and impromptu meeting areas.

Externally, the building is defined by a series of aluminium panels 
providing sun-shading. These are finished in grey on the outside 
of the arcs and shades of green, orange, pink and red on the 
inside. These colourful panels, along with the glazed ground-floor 
areas and external seating spaces, are intended to enliven the 
routes that lead around the buildings, alongside seating areas in 
the central courtyard.

“A transparent glazed curtain wall for communal spaces and 
continuous seating along perimeters create pedestrian scale and 
encourage students to informally sit, gather and engage with the 
buildings and broader street context,” said the studio.

Much of the wooden structure was left exposed internally. In the 
communal circulation spaces, it is visible in monumental glulam 
columns almost 20 metres in height, as well as on staircases and 
sanded CLT ceiling and wall panels. 

Source: Dezeen Magazine.

La Trobe University 
mass-timber student 
housing, Melbourne
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With a total of 4,500 cubic metres of cross-laminated and glue-laminated timber used for its structure, the building is the largest mass-timber project in Victoria.   
Photo credit: Dezeen Magazine.
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Know Your Timber
Melunak
The Standard Malaysian Name for the timber of Pentace spp. (Tiliaceae). Major species include
P. adenophora, P. curtisii, P. laxiflora, P. macrophylla and P. triptera. The sapwood is yellow or 
light straw-coloured and is moderately sharply defined from the heartwood, which is brown 
with a red or pink tinge or red-brown.

Density
The timber is a Light Hardwood with a density of 530-755 kg/m3 air dry.

Texture
Texture is moderately fine and even with shallowly to deeply interlocked grain.

Strength Properties (P. triptera) 

Machining Properties (P. triptera) 

Main Uses
The timber is suitable for interior finishing, decorative works, panelling, mouldings, superior joinery, cabinet making, furniture, flooring, ornamental 
items, joists, railway sleepers, plywood, staircase, pallets (expendable and permanent light duty types) and other light construction. 

Source: MTC Wood Wizard. 
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 meetings, and from the Chairs of the protocols’ compliance  
 committees; and
• addressed procedural issues.

The GBF is gaining momentum, and, in many ways, it can be 
seen as half full. 30-by-30 and other targets are gaining traction; 
governments are making commitments, including financial ones; the 
private sector is increasingly supportive; and political momentum is 
building, as is the sense of urgency.

On the other hand, the GBF is half empty. The level of ambition 
is not high enough and there is no clear indication that sensitive 
issues, such as subsidies, will be incorporated into the final text. In 
addition, the means of implementation are not adequate, predictable, 
or guaranteed. A delegate noted that in order to achieve the integral, 
holistic solutions that are needed in the GBF, a restructuring of 
the global environmental governance system may be needed, 
moving towards common goals and visions, strongly interrelated 
programmes of work, and shared means of implementation.

No one knows what will happen in the next six months, and nothing 
is cast in stone. The negotiations and decisions taken in the coming 
months will determine the path humanity will take over the next 
decade. As an observer noted, from what we have seen so far, there 
is no reason to be overly optimistic, both in terms of ambition and 
implementation. It is up to those taking the decisions, and those that 
may influence these decisions, to change this uncomfortable reality.

The second part of the Conference is scheduled to be held in person 
in Kunming, China, from 28 April – 8 May 2022. Meetings of the 
CBD’s subsidiary bodies and of the Working Group on the GBF are 
scheduled to take place in person in Geneva, Switzerland, from 12-28 
January 2022. 

Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin, Vol. 9 No. 759 / 18 October 2021 

UN Biodiversity 
Conference Part I
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The UN Biodiversity Conference, originally scheduled to take place 
in 2020 but delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, is not just 
another international environmental conference. Biodiversity is 
declining at an unprecedented rate and the drivers of decline show 
no sign of abatement. Humanity stands at a crossroads. Biodiversity 
and the ecosystem services nature provides are crucial for human 
survival and wellbeing. Continued biodiversity loss and ecosystem 
degradation will have profound consequences in human societies
and will pose an existential threat to future generations.

The UN Biodiversity Conference’s task is to set the path for a 
sustainable future by systemising the actions needed to ensure 
transformative change to rebuild a harmonious relationship   
between nature and people. Examples of progress exist from around 
the world, various initiatives point in the right direction, and 
innovative options are available that can halt and reverse biodiversity 
loss. It is hoped that the development and adoption of the post-2020 
global biodiversity framework (GBF) will be this path.

The first part of the UN Biodiversity Conference convened virtually 
from 11-15 October 2021, with a limited number of delegates 
physically present in Kunming, China. The Conference comprised 
the 15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 15) to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the 10th meeting of the 
COP serving as the meeting of the parties to the Cartagena Protocol 
on Biosafety (CP COP/MOP 10), and the fourth meeting of the 
Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-sharing (NP COP/MOP 4). The 
meeting’s theme is “Ecological Civilization: Building a Shared Future 
for All Life on Earth.” 

Huang Runqiu, Minister of Ecology and Environment, China, 
formally took over the COP presidency from Mohamed El Badry, 
Egyptian Ambassador to China, and opened COP 15 by welcoming 
over 1,500 delegates present in person and over 3,000 delegates 
participating virtually. He highlighted how they successfully 
overcame challenges posed by the pandemic, and the firm, positive, 
and resolute action needed to halt and reverse biodiversity loss.

Highlights of the meeting included:
• the adoption of the Kunming Declaration, which called 
 for urgent and integrated action to reflect biodiversity 
 considerations in all sectors of the global economy;
• a high-level segment, which over two days revealed a renewed 
 sense of commitment and urgency from Heads of State and 
 Government, environment ministers, and other leaders;
• commitments by parties and organisations to step up efforts for 
 biodiversity conservation; and
• increased involvement of the private sector, including an open 
 letter from business CEOs to world leaders, urging for bold action.

Parties further:
• approved the interim budget for 2022 for the CBD and its  
 protocols, allowing for the smooth continuation of work;
• received reports from subsidiary bodies’ Chairs on recent  

Huang Runqiu opening COP15. Photo credit: IISD/ENB.
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The Asia-Pacific region includes several countries with strong 
economic growth, has eight of the most populous countries in the 
world, and includes seven of the 17 mega-diverse countries. It also 
includes six of the top 15 emitters of carbon dioxide.

It is against this backdrop that the inaugural regional session of the 
UN Environment Programme’s (UNEP) Science-Policy-Business 
Forum for Asia and the Pacific (AP-SPBF 2021) took place. Convened 
under the theme, “Towards a Healthy Rebound for People, Nature 
and Economies,” the sessions focused on how the Asia-Pacific region 
can bounce back from the COVID-19 pandemic alongside the impacts 
of climate-related disasters. 

Key insights from the Forum include:
• For the most vulnerable nations across the region—and the  
 world—the fight against climate change is an existential fight  
 for survival. Every effort must be made by all actors to leave no  
 one behind.
• There is an urgent need to improve environmental big data  
 management and analytics, improve transparency across  
 sectors, and produce ‘knowledge’ out of Big Data that is open  
 to all. The Data for the Environment Alliance (DEAL) offers a  
 unique opportunity to scale up cooperation.
• Artificial intelligence and exponential technology can transform  
 organisations and industry to a more sustainable path, but policies  
 and financial tools are required to power the transformation.
• The Forum underscored the need to complement the use of GDP  
 as a measure of economic activity.
• UNEP’s work on sustainable procurement offers great value  
 and impact. The SPBF will launch a new initiative towards  
 raising awareness, building partnerships, and scaling up the use  
 of technology and Big Data tools in support of this work.

The opening session was held in two parts: the first explored 
pathways for a sustainable, equitable, inclusive recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic; the second considered the role of private sector 
leadership and how to develop a nature-positive, people-centered 
recovery. Welcoming participants, Han Jeoung-ae, Minister of 
Environment, Republic of Korea, highlighted her country’s passage 
in September 2021 of the Framework Act on Carbon Neutrality, 
enshrining carbon neutrality in the law. Saying industry and business 
are at the heart of the carbon neutral transition, she stressed the 
importance of collaboration and shared experiences, technology 
development, and investment to minimise risks.

Key takeaways from the opening session included that:
• the Asia-Pacific will be a key partner in a sustainable, equitable  
 recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic;
• public-private partnerships (PPPs) can be instruments to  
 achieve sustainable change;
• collaboration among countries and sectors is needed for true  
 progress to be made;

AP-SPBF 2021
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Han Jeoung-ae stressing the importance of collaboration and shared experiences.
Photo credit: IISD/ENB.

• we must make use of available “environmental intelligence” and  
 data to inform our responses; and
• we must put nature at the heart of a pandemic recovery.

The thematic session, “Towards Greater Transparency and 
Sustainable Investment: Turning the Tide on Ocean Plastic Pollution”, 
underscored the seriousness of ocean plastic pollution for the region, 
as the region is both one of the biggest contributors to and the most 
affected by the crisis. Central to the discussions was the key role data 
and transparency are to understanding how to address the issue. 
Accordingly, panelists underscored:
• more accurate data on plastic pollution requires better use of  
 technology;
• information, data uniformity, and traceability on plastic waste  
 are of critical importance; and
• there is a mismatch in economies of scale that fossil fuel  
 companies enjoy compared with businesses seeking alternative  
 solutions.

The final session of the day, “Mitigating Zoonotic Diseases – Healthy 
Planet Healthy People”, explored how best to mitigate and manage 
new and emerging zoonotic diseases, especially considering 75% of 
emerging infectious diseases are zoonotic in nature. Panelists, during 
their discussions, highlighted that:
• COVID-19 should serve as a wake-up call so faster, more  
 equitable responses to future pandemics can be implemented;
• human-wildlife conflict should be avoided where possible;
• the purpose of organisations and financial capital should be  
 reappraised to optimise for all of society and nature; and
• Big Data use and access need to be upgraded; the DEAL   
 initiative will work with SPBF and actors from the region  
 towards this objective.

The outcome and recommendations of AP-SPBF 2021 were presented 
to the 4th session of the Forum of Ministers and Environment 
Authorities of Asia Pacific on 6 October 2021. AP-SBPF 2021 met on 5 
October 2021 in a virtual format just prior to the Forum of Ministers 
and Environment Authorities of Asia Pacific. 

Source: AP-SPBF Bulletin / 7 October 2021
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“The effective implementation of the Montreal Protocol and the 
Kigali Amendment will go down in history as having put humanity 
back on track to a peaceful and sustainable future.” Those were the 
words of Inger Andersen, Executive Director of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), at the close of the meeting, but 
which reflected how delegates worked through a limited, but intense 
agenda.

Convening online to consider time-sensitive issues, the combined 
12th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Vienna 
Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer (Part II) and the 
33rd Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol on Substances 
that Deplete the Ozone Layer (COP 12(II)/MOP 33) took key 
decisions related to monitoring controlled substances and energy 
efficiency.

Due to the unexpected emissions of trichlorofluoromethane (CFC-11) 
in 2018, the issue of gaps in monitoring of substances controlled by 
the Protocol has been growing in the scientific community as well 
as among parties to the Protocol. Although additional monitoring 
responsibilities may be seen as burdensome, developing countries 
have long been calling for the requisite capacity and infrastructure to 
effectively implement the Protocol. At this meeting, delegates took 
the first step, requesting the assessment panels to work out what 
would be needed to increase the monitoring capacities in regions 
where capacity is limited or altogether absent.

Delegates also continued work on what is becoming an increasing 
focus of the Montreal Protocol: low global-warming-potential (GWP) 
and energy efficient technologies. Five years after the adoption of 
the Kigali Amendment to the Protocol, the need for more sectors 
to adopt energy efficient technologies is an increasing concern and 
desire among all parties. The meeting considered two draft decisions, 
which took different approaches to address this issue. One, which was 
forwarded to the next in-person meeting of the MOP, addressed trade 
in soon-to-be obsolete technologies, which could be a threat to the 
future implementation of the Kigali Amendment. The other sought 
to broaden the list of sectors required to implement more energy-
efficient technology. Both drafts gave parties much food for thought 
throughout the seven-day meeting.

Over 300 delegates attended this meeting, and worked collaboratively 
to overcome the challenges of the online setting, adopting 18 
decisions on administrative and technical matters on, among others:
• the replenishment of the Multilateral Fund;
• financial reports and budgets of the trust funds for the Vienna  
 Convention and the Montreal Protocol;
• compliance and reporting;
• membership of Montreal Protocol bodies; and

Vienna Convention  
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• recommendations of the Ozone Research Managers of the  
 Vienna Convention.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, COP 12(II)/MOP 33 was held 
virtually from 23-29 October 2021, with the preparatory segment 
convening from 23-28 October, and the high-level segment convening 
on 29 October 2021.

Not ones to sit on their laurels, the parties to the Vienna Convention 
and the Montreal Protocol continued on the path to what could be 
yet more successes for both the ozone layer and the Earth’s climate. 
The Vienna Convention and the Montreal Protocol have never 
shied away from addressing issues that could hinder its success. 
They have negotiated amendments to address substances such as 
hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) and hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs). 
They have also acknowledged that developing country parties do need 
assistance to meet their obligations. None of these issues have been 
easy, but they have, nonetheless, been tackled head-on, ultimately 
expanding the success of the Convention and its Protocol.

Issues are complex but addressing them effectively may have positive 
residual effects even outside the boundaries of the Convention. 
Delegates did not hesitate to admit that addressing them will require 
both parties’ convictions, and in-person negotiations for meaningful 
headway to be made. The history of the Protocol shows, however, that 
parties are prepared to put in effort to shore up and even further the 
gains that have been made since 1987.

Small but important steps were taken at COP 12(II)/MOP 33. Initial 
steps to address gaps in monitoring capacity can help the Protocol 
ensure that it remains fit-for-purpose. Expanding the scope of the 
investigations for the Energy Efficiency Task Force will allow for 
more informed discussions at the next face-to-face meeting. As one 
observer was heard saying, although small, the decisions taken will 
bolster the Protocol as it travels on its path. 

Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin, Vol. 19 No. 157 / 1 November 2021 
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As the Asia-Pacific region struggles to recover from a global pandemic 
that has pushed up to 80 million more people into extreme poverty, 
according to the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the 4th Forum of 
Ministers and Environment Authorities of Asia Pacific convened, 
seeking to contribute regional perspectives on the recovery that is 
needed. The Forum also put forward policy priorities for the resumed 
session of the 5th United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-
5.2), when the world’s environment leaders will meet in Nairobi, 
Kenya, in February 2022.

UNEA-5.2 is notable as countries will commemorate UNEP’s 50th 

anniversary in a two-day Special Session. In addition, in June of 
2022, the Government of Sweden will host a high-level event, 
‘Stockholm+50’, to mark 50 years since the 1972 UN Conference 
on the Human Environment convened. Both occasions invite 
stocktaking of the achievements of global environmental diplomacy 
over the last half-century and envisioning the long-term future of 
UNEP. The Forum also represented an opportunity for the Asia-
Pacific region to reflect on these two milestones and discuss ways the 
region can contribute to these special events.

In addition, the Forum provided a litmus test of Asia-Pacific leaders’ 
level of ambition in the lead-up to two important global meetings in 
2021: the Glasgow Climate Change Conference and the first phase 
of the Kunming Biodiversity Conference. Both occasions speak to 
urgent needs in the Asia-Pacific region: for investment in renewable 
energy to gather pace, and for strong commitments to biodiversity 
and ecosystem protection.

Former UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, now heading up the 
Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI), reminded delegates at the 
Forum that “you cannot negotiate with nature” as government 
leaders engaged in dialogue with a range of stakeholders on the most 
urgent priorities for countries in the region.

Many called for pandemic recovery efforts to invest in nature. 
Initiatives to tackle marine pollution and related water and 
waste management issues were front and center. Technology and 
innovation, especially in relation to sustainable consumption and 
production (SCP), Big Data, and green jobs also emerged high on the 
agenda.

More specifically, ministers and senior officials at the Forum 
supported several draft resolutions for UNEA-5.2 on:
• sustainable lake management, covering protection of water  
 quality and fisheries;
• extension of the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on  
 SCP (10YFP) up to 2030;
• sustainable nitrogen management to manage its impacts,  
 particularly from agriculture on water, air pollution, and human  
 health; and
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• establishment of an intergovernmental negotiating committee  
 (INC) to launch a formal negotiating process toward a global  
 agreement on marine litter and plastic pollution.

These decisions followed a week of stakeholder meetings, in which 
youth, civil society, and the private sector engaged in dialogue with 
governments, and each other. For the first time, regional meetings 
of the Science-Policy-Business Forum and the Youth Forum were 
convened.

Youth focused on the need for governments to ramp up investment 
in green technology, and provide training for “green jobs”, which, 
they stressed, needs to be defined more clearly. They called for 
involving children and young people in decision making, and for 
building an active youth constituency to engage with UNEP and 
other organisations at the regional and sub-regional levels. Major 
Groups and Other Stakeholders (MGOS) sounded an urgent call for 
development justice in the pandemic recovery. This, they said, will 
require greater efforts in building climate resilience, caring for the 
ocean, protecting migrant workers’ rights, promoting land distribution 
and tenure for marginalised groups, and rethinking agriculture to 
include livelihood security and landscape management goals.

The Forum of Ministers and Environment Authorities of Asia Pacific, 
which normally takes place every two years, was organised jointly by 
the Republic of Korea (ROK) and the UN Environment Programme 
(UNEP). More than 340 delegates participated, representing 32 
Member States, as well as intergovernmental and international 
organisations, MGOS, and UN entities.

Due to pandemic-related restrictions, the 4th Forum adopted a hybrid 
modality. While most meetings took place online, a limited number 
of senior officials and ministers met on site at the Suwon Convention 
Center, Suwon City, ROK. Due to the hybrid nature of the meeting 
and “the extraordinary situation” of the pandemic, Han Jeoung-
ae, Minister of Environment, ROK, as Chair, proposed allowing 24 
hours for all government delegations to review and provide final 
comments on the Chair’s Summary of the Ministerial Segment 
(UNEP/APEnvForum (4)/7). In the meantime, she invited all to take 
note of the Chair’s Summary of the Senior Officials Meeting (UNEP/
APEnvForum (4)/6). Delegates took note of the document. 

Source: Forum of Ministers & Environment Authorities Bulletin / 10 October 2021
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New PRF gazetted in 
Kuala Lumpur 

The Minister of Energy and Natural Resources, YB Datuk Seri 
Takiyuddin Hassan, said a 23.83-hectare area in Mukim Petaling, 
Kuala Lumpur has been gazetted as a new Permanent Forest 
Reserve (PFR) under the National Forestry Act 1984 (Act 313) 
effective 8 October 2021. 

Known as the Sungai Besi (Additional) Forest Reserve, the new 
PFR replaces the 7.48-hectare Bukit Sungei Puteh Forest Reserve 
in Mukim Cheras, Kuala Lumpur which was degazetted for the 
development of the Sungai Besi-Ulu Kelang Elevated Expressway 
(SUKE) on the same date.

Datuk Seri Takiyuddin said the new PFR was gazetted as a 
protected forest and classified as a research, amenity and education 
forest under subsection 10(1) of Act 313 and was also declared as a 
closed forest under Section 45 of the same Act. 

The Minister said the process of degazetting and replacing the 
PFR simultaneously was in line with the intention and proposed 
amendments to Act 313 which the government is working on. “This 
process is a manifestation of our commitment to maintaining at 
least 50% of the country’s land area as forest and tree-covered 
areas,” he added. 

Datuk Seri Takiyuddin said the Sungai Besi (Additional) Forest 
Reserve is larger than the Bukit Sungei Puteh Forest Reserve which 
had been degazetted and is a lowland dipterocarp forest, adding 
that the simultaneous replacement of the PFR also increased the 
size of forest areas in Kuala Lumpur by 0.35 per cent. Datuk Seri Takiyuddin officiating at a tree-planting event held in conjunction with the 

occasion. Photo credit: BERNAMA. 
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“The Ministry hopes that state authorities can emulate this move 
to gazette more forest areas as PFR in their respective states to 
preserve the country’s treasures,” he said. 

Source: BERNAMA.
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UNESCO recognises 
Penang Hill as biosphere 
reserve 

Penang Hill (Bukit Bendara) has been officially recognised by 
the International Coordinating Council of UNESCO’s Man and 
the Biosphere Programme as a biosphere reserve and inducted 
into the World Network of Biosphere Reserves on 15 September 
2021. Biosphere reserves the world over are celebrated for their 
exceptional biodiversity and distinct social landscapes, as well 
as for their potential to demonstrate innovative ways of living in 
harmony with nature.

The Penang Hill Biosphere Reserve (PHBR), spanning 12,481 
hectares of marine and terrestrial ecosystems in the north-western 
part of Penang, covers the state’s forests, the historic Penang 
Botanical Gardens and Penang National Park in an unbroken link 
from the hill to the sea, a green lung for the island. This is the third 
biosphere reserve for Malaysia. The other two are Tasik Chini in 
Pahang (2009) and Banjaran Crocker in Sabah (2014).

“This designation is a recognition of the rich natural and 
cultural heritage of Penang Island and an opportunity to be part 
of the Man and the Biosphere programme, which is a unique 
platform for international collaboration,” said Dato’ Harry 
A. Cockrell and A. Reza Cockrell, co-founders of The Habitat 
Group. The non-governmental organisation operates The 
Habitat Penang Hill, a rainforest discovery centre and eco-park 
that is the gateway to PHBR.

The Chief Minister of Penang, YAB Chow Kon Yeow said the success 
of the endeavour to get Penang Hill designated as a biosphere 
reserve will boost the state’s international stature. The recognition 
will also accelerate the state’s goal to become a global centre for 
research on sustainability, biodiversity and conservation, he added.

“With this additional status we can expect greater transformation 
efforts to be made to preserve and conserve our precious 
diversity, natural landscapes and cultural heritage that are unique 
to Penang and its people,” he said, adding the Penang government 
will form a special management unit to manage the state’s second 
UNESCO-designated site, the first being the George Town World 
Heritage Site. 
 
Sources: The Habitat Group, Malay Mail.

The designation of PHBR is a recognition of the rich natural and cultural heritage of 
Penang Island. Photo credit: The Habitat Penang Hill.

The Penang Hill Biosphere Reserve is the third biosphere reserve for Malaysia. Photo credit: The Habitat Penang Hill.
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Kepong Botanic Gardens 
@ FRIM

One place to escape the hustle and bustle of Kuala Lumpur 
city for a bit whilst being surrounded by lush greenery is the 
Kepong Botanic Gardens. Located about 20 kilometres from the 
Malaysian capital city centre, the garden is developed by the 
Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM) as the center for living 
plant collections, mainly for Malaysian plants. 

This garden creates research opportunities in botany, 
horticulture, landscape and other related fields. Plants from the 
wild have been systematically collected and planted in the garden 
for display and as a center for ex-situ conservation. Horticulture 
and landscaping education, research and development are other 
strong features of the garden.

The garden consists of a clean and scenic lake, jogging and cycling 
tracks, children’s playground, a boathouse, an observation 
deck, reflexology facilities and an open space for kite-flying and 
picnicking. Well-designed and maintained, it is a nice green space 
and favourite destination for health enthusiasts and nature 
lovers, amongst others, to commune with Mother Nature.

The latest addition located within the Kepong Botanic Gardens is 
the Forest Skywalk, FRIM’s second canopy walkway. The highest 
point of the Forest Skywalk is 141 meters above sea level. The 
structure is made up of 11 towers and eight bridges, varying in 
height from 18 meters to 50 meters with a total length of 250 
meters in the shape of a loop. 

The Forest Skywalk, the latest addition located within the Kepong Botanic Gardens. Photo credit: BERNAMA.

The Forest Skywalk is made up of 11 towers and eight bridges. Photo credit: FRIM.
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The south of the skywalk offers the city skyline and landscape of Kuala Lumpur. 
Photo credit: BERNAMA.

From the Forest Skywalk office, one needs to walk 100 meters 
along an easy trail. Once on the skywalk, visitors can spend 30 
to 40 minutes to complete the loop. The panoramic view on the 
skywalk captivates attention, especially from the top of the 
50-meter tower.

The lush greenery of the man-made forest can be seen on the 
north and east of the skywalk while the beauty of the thematic 
plantings and the ponds of the garden can be enjoyed on the west. 
In addition, the south of the skywalk offers the city skyline and 
landscape of Kuala Lumpur with its mighty skyscrapers including 
the Petronas Twin Towers, Kuala Lumpur Tower and Tun Razak 
Exchange 106 Tower. 

During the fruiting season from June to September, visitors get 
the opportunity to see the durian trees (Durio zibethinus) fruiting 
abundantly in the orchard next to the structure. It is also the busiest 
season where visitors can see many species of animals, insects and 
birds. Long-tailed macaques (Macaca fascicularis) and black giant 
squirrels (Ratufa bicolor) can be seen up close from the canopy. 

FRIM’s Director-General, Dr. Ismail Parlan, is hopeful that this 
facility will help increase public awareness and appreciation of the 
importance of forests in overcoming the issue of climate change 
and share the responsibility of caring for nature. He believes that 
the experience of being on the skywalk and getting a view of the 
greens at the Kepong Botanic Gardens, as well as the panoramic 
view of the federal capital will not be easily forgotten. 

Sources: FRIM, BERNAMA.
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The clean and scenic lake at the Kepong Botanic Gardens.
Photo credit: FRIM.

The experience of being on the skywalk and getting a view of the greens at the Kepong Botanic Gardens, as well as the panoramic view of Kuala Lumpur will not be easily forgotten.
Photo credit: klfoodie.com.
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