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EDITORIAL
Dear Readers,

Welcome to the final issue of this year. 

To enhance the development of Malaysian-made high-value 
branded products with design concepts, MTC successfully 
launched its maiden TIMB3R Design Incubator Programme 
(DIP) 2.0 and Hackathon in November. This was among the many 
programmes, events and activities undertaken and participated
by MTC during the period of November-December 2021. 
Read all about the launch event on pages 4-5.

This issue also features MTC honored as the recipient of the 
“Government Council of the Year Award for Outstanding 
Community Support” at the Sustainability and CSR Malaysia 
Awards 2021. For our report on this success, please turn to 
page 20.

In this issue’s MAKING STRIDES section, find out how 
Techbond Group Bhd has developed a way of using palm oil-based 
polyols for making adhesives after advancing on initial research 
conducted by the Malaysian Palm Oil Board (MPOB). Turn to 
pages 30-31 to find out their success story. 

Under INDUSTRY FOCUS, the section features Jemaramas 
Jaya Sdn Bhd, a beneficiary of  MTC’s High Impact Project 
(HIP) programme relate the productivity and business 
improvements in their operations through participation 
in this incentive assistance programme. Find out the 
companies’ areas of specialty on pages 38-39.

In A CASE FOR TIMBER, showcases on the innovative future 
of wood in stunning projects, namely MANDALA Restaurant 
and Microlibrary Warak Kayu –both featuring the best natural 
building material to create awe-inspiring interior fit-out work. 
Read more on this is on pages 40-44.

We also feature the Malaysian Greening programme where 
some 17 million tree saplings of various species have been 
planted nationwide so far under the 100 Million Tree Planting 
Campaign and how the Ministry is confident to achieve the 
set target of planting 20 million trees by year-end. Read the 
report on page 49.

MTC wishes all a Happy New Year and the best for 2022. 

Happy reading!

The Editor.
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The MTC Management wishes to recognise Shafik Zainuddi, Senior Executive, from Market Promotion 
Division (MPD) for his diligence and dedication. Shafik was instrumental in the implementation of the 
TIMB3R DIP (Design Incubator Programme) since its inception. As the project lead, Shafik demonstrated 
enthusiasm and commitment to actively manage the successful launch ceremony of the second edition 
TIMB3R DIP2.0 & Hackathon in November 2021. Additionally, he also organised four marketing webinars 
themed “Strategic Branding” from September and October 2021 where each session was well attended by 
over 110 attendees on average. He has done a great way in all aspects of the job! 

Congratulations! 
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MTC WINDOW
Management Updates

It is no secret to anyone that 2021 has been a very trying year with many new changes that took place 
within the organisation as well as the country. Equally remarkable has been MTC’s performance to remain 
on purpose even during significant challenges and upheavals in the past year.

The month of November-December saw several of MTC’s initiatives launched including the second edition 
TIMBE3R Design Incubator Programme (DIP) 2.0 and Hackathon.  It was also a pleasant surprise when 
MTC won the “Government Council of the Year Award for Outstanding Community Support” at the 
Sustainability and CSR Malaysia Awards 2021, which further stems MTC’s business approach as one that is 
holistic towards CSR and sustainable development.

In 2021, we have achieved many historical firsts and the many KPIs set with great satisfaction. Our commitment is to continue this 
trajectory, moving forward. 

I am extremely optimistic that the industry demonstrating its underlying resilience, will rebound strongly in 2022. MTC will continue 
to develop our transformation plan, setting the priorities for the coming year with new programmes implemented apart from the 
existing ones to address the challenges faced by the industry. These initiatives are built upon strengthening recovery, building 
resilience, and driving reforms that will sustain the industry’s cycle of growth.

In conjunction with MTC’s 30th Anniversary year in 2022, the year will also see the implementation of many new exciting initiatives as 
a result of our 2022 Budget which is geared towards leading the industry through a post-COVID-19 economic revival. 

Finally, I look forward to a trusting and successful cooperation with both new and existing partners and stakeholders. 
Wishing you all a safe, healthy, and happy new year! 

of transformation towards a more resilient industry. 

One of the key components is market intelligence and data analysis gathering which is a vital element in ensuring the effectiveness of the 
programmes outlined by MTC over the years. Whilst working collaboratively with the regional offices, SPD has secured market insights 
to help make data-driven decisions, ranging from trade negotiations to policy drafting processes. Efforts to strengthen our database of 
market and industry information are set to guide our planning of activities to drive the industry’s sustainable growth.

One of the key roles of SPD is to proactively manage issues impacting the Malaysian timber trade, especially on tariff and non-tariff 
barriers, public perception management, and sustainability by building it to be more robust and sustainable. If left unattended, these issues 
could potentially damage the competitiveness of the Malaysian timber industry in the international market.

As another year draws to an end, we see opportunity in the changes already made during Covid to become permanent competitive 
advantages, and for global economic growth to remain strong, but it won’t be without a high level of uncertainty and volatility. With 2022 
expected to be yet another challenging year, we will continue to strengthen our database to make data-driven plans and decisions to act as 
a catalyst for the industry’s revival. 

LAU LI HAR
Director, Strategic Planning Division (SPD)

“LET’S POWER PROGRESS TOGETHER!”

MUHTAR BIN  SUHAILI
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)

2021 proves to be a challenging year for the timber industry. Despite the challenges of lockdowns and 
travel restrictions, MTC has successfully conducted various industry-related programmes to pave the path 

September-October 2021 Timber Malaysia

MTC Treetop Spotlight
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YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin delivering the keynote speech.

MPIC Minister YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin at the launch ceremony.

The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities 
(MPIC), YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin officially 
launched the TIMB3R Design Incubator Programme (DIP) 
2.0 and Hackathon at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel, Kuala 
Lumpur on 24 November 2021.

The TIMB3R DIP programme and Hackathon was organised 
by the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) together with the 
Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) and Malaysian Institute 
of Interior Designers (MIID) and supported by the Malaysian 
Wood Moulding and Joinery Council (MWMJC) and the 
Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber & Furniture 
Entrepreneurs (PEKA).

Attendees at the event include Deputy Secretary-General 
(Plantation & Commodities) MPIC Mr. Mad Zaidi Mohd Karli, 
MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, MTC CEO 
Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, MFC President Mr. Khoo Yeow Chong, 
MIID President and Vice President IDr. Lai Siew Hong and 
IDr. Norshafina Ibrahim, MWMJC Chairman Mr. George 
Yap, MWIA President Mr. Goh Chee Yew, MPMA Chairman 
Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman Sheikh Abdul Rahman, TEAM 
President Mr. Chua Song Fong, PEKA President Haji Farosham 
Naizamohideen and other key stakeholders of the timber 
industry including timber manufacturers and designers.
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YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida marking the launch of the TIMB3R DIP 2.0 and Hackathon.YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida speaking at the press conference after the launch ceremony.

The programme aims to connect the Malaysian timber and 
furniture manufacturers with designers and architects to 
develop Malaysian-made high-value products with aesthetic 
designs, ready for export to the international market. 

Through the collaboration with designers, the programme 
will assist the manufacturers to stand out from competitors, 
crafting an impactful image while responding to customer 
needs globally.

A Hackathon to pair up local talented designers with the 
manufacturer from all around Malaysia in order to conceptualise, 
design and prototype a series of creative timber and furniture 
products was also held at the event. The programme is in line 
with MTC’s efforts to drive the timber industry’s sustainable 
growth as part of its five-year roadmap.

Launched in August 2020, TIMB3R DIP was specially 
designed to assist the timber and furniture industry to grow 
and upgrade along with the design and brand value chain, 
in order to differentiate Malaysian timber players in today’s 
climate of intense global competition.

TIMB3R DIP has seen positive progress with 14 out of the 
18 initial products for its first edition already produced and 
delivered under the programme. In the second edition, the 
programme garnered another 15 pairs of manufacturers and 
designers which created 15 new designs. The final products 
will be showcased at the REKA Interior Exhibition (RIX) 
2022 and Export Furniture Exhibition (EFE) 2023. 

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff (fourth from left) with YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin (fifth from left) together with other key members 
at the launch ceremony.
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Engagement with 
Syarikat Perumahan 
Negara Berhad
A delegation from MTC led by Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida 
Yusoff and Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) made a courtesy 
visit to Datuk Hasleen Isnin CEO of Syarikat Perumahan Negara 
Berhad (SPNB) on 18 November 2021.

Other representatives who accompanied MTC Chairman 
in this visit were MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, Corporate 
Communications Division (CCD) Director Ms. Noraihan Abdul 
Rahman, and CCD Manager Mr. Azmir Husni Mohamed Nor. 

MFC delegation was represented by the President, Mr. Khoo Yeow 
Chong, Vice president Mr. Wong Kok Hoon, Committee member 
Dato’ Kenny Low Chin Koon.

The visit was aimed at enhancing the collaboration between MTC, 
MFC and SPNB on the possibilities of supplying furniture to 
current and future SPNB’s projects.  

MTC hopes through engagements with relevant government 
agencies and industry partners such as this, will provide 
opportunities and aid in the future development of the industry. 

MTC Chairman (third from left) presenting a token to Datuk Hasleen Isnin of SPNB.

Strengthening alliances 
with MWIA
A delegation from the Malaysian Wood Industries Association 
(MWIA) paid a courtesy visit to MTC Chairman, Hajah Norrida 
Yusoff at the MTC HQ, Kuala Lumpur on 10 December 2021.
 
The delegation from MWIA was represented by President Mr. 
Goh Chee Yew, Vice President Mr. Low Chee Hock, Secretary 
General Dato’ Chung King Tong, Deputy Secretary General Mr. 
Lim Yi Syuen, Exco member Dato’ Amy Lim Siew Mei together 
and Secretariat Ms. Pang Suet Kum. Also present were Penang 
Furniture and Timber Industry Association (PFTIA) President 
Mr. Mah Kong Yeow and members of MTC Management including 
CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili and COO Mr. Roger Chin.

Besides congratulating Madam Hajah Norrida on her appointment 
as MTC Chairman, the meeting discussed on ways to boost the 
timber trade and increase timber exports to international markets. 

A presentation was held where MWIA shared its role, functions 
and responsibilities. Madam Hajah Norrida thanked the MWIA 

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida meeting the delegation from MWIA.

for their continuous support and contribution towards MTC and 
the timber industry. She looks forward to working with MWIA to 
further strengthen and grow the timber industry. 
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MTC 183rd & 184th 
Board Meetings

In the months of November and December saw MTC held the 
183rd Board of Trustees’ Meeting on 19 November 2021 and the 
184th Meeting on 29 December 2021 at MTC HQ, Kuala Lumpur. 

With enhanced enforcement of SOP compliance, the November 
meeting was held as a hybrid meeting with members participating 
both physically and virtually while the December session had a 
physical meeting with full attendance in person. 

Both meetings were chaired by MTC Chairman Madam Hajah 
Norrida Yusoff with members of the Board accompanied by MTC 
CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili. The November seating was Madam 
Hajah Norrida’s first board meeting after being appointed as the 
seventh MTC Chairman on 1 October 2021, succeeding Tuan Haji 
Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor. 

MTC’s Board of Trustees currently consists of a representative each 
from the five founding members of MTC namely Malaysian Wood 
Industries Association (MWIA), The Timber Exporters’ Association 

of Malaysia (TEAM), Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ 
Association (MPMA), Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery 
Council (MWMJC) and Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) as well 
as representatives from the Ministry of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities (MPIC), Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB) 
and Peninsular Malaysia Forest Department (JPSM). 

Within MTC, there have been changes made on the lineup of the 
Board of Trustees in 2021 with several new independent members 
being appointed and reappointed. The Board welcomed the newly 
appointed member, Madam Noorasikin Mat Rifin effective 1 
December 2021. Meanwhile, Mr. Kang Meng Fuat was reappointed 
as an Independent Trustee for another term. The other newly 
appointed Independent Trustees are Mr. Shanmugam Ramiah and 
Madam Azalina Abdul Rahman who were appointed effective 1 
November 2021. Madam Hajah Norrida looks forward to working 
closely with all of them in bringing positive changes and steering 
the industry to greater heights. 

Madam Hajah Norrida chairing her first board meeting after being appointed as the seventh MTC Chairman on 1 October 2021.

MTC Chairman (seated middle) with the nine members of the Board of Trustees 
attended the hybrid meeting.

MTC 2021 Board of Trustees.
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Attendees at the launch of MTC’s Development Programme in Malacca.

November-December 2021 Timber Malaysia

Enhancing resilience  
of Bumi MSMEs 
As part of MTC’s Bumiputera Development Programme 
initiative to assist Bumiputera micro-sized enterprises, the 
MTC Industry Development Division (IDD) conducted an 
engagement session with a total of 21 Bumiputera micro-sized 
enterprises in Malacca from 16 to 17 November 2021. 

During this engagement, MTC visited 12 Bumiputera 
enterprises namely Tonura Pallet Concept, Legasi Seni Ukir, 
Irow.co, Adwa Craft Enterprise, Pallet Workshop, Schemata 
Works, Abamwood Empire, Kraf Kayu Pallet, Projek Mengkayu, 
Pernuwoodworker Enterprise, Wak Jeno Resources, Ayra CNC 
Kraft Work and one in Kluang namely Tokmo Pine Empire.

The programme is aimed to encourage Bumiputera timber 
companies to further enhance their businesses overseas as well as 
to acquire technical knowledge and technological advancement. 

The visits served as a follow-up to MTC’s online and 
physical dialogue session conducted on 11 August 2021 
with the Malacca micro-sized entrepreneurs. Bumiputera 
entrepreneurs were encouraged to make use of the 
opportunities and resources provided so that they can 
penetrate into markets both locally and abroad.

The meeting was attended by PEKA President Tuan Haji 
Farosham Naizamohideen with MTC Industry Development 
Division members led by Director Mr. Mokhtar Yaacob, 
Senior Manager Ms. Adeline Goh, and Executive Ms. Noor 

The 12 Bumiputera beneficiaries of the Development Programme.

Ateeqah Abdul Rahman who had the opportunity to assess 
the companies’ manufacturing facilities and obtain feedback 
on some of the issues faced by the Bumiputera enterprises 
including inaccessibility of semi-automated or automated 
machinery, escalating costs of raw materials, lack of skilled 
workforce and training.

On 31 December 2021, MTC launched the MTC’s Bumiputera 
Development Programme with the handover of machinery to 
12 Bumiputera micro enterprises in a modest ceremony held 
at Impressive Transforms Sdn Bhd which was officiated by 
MTC Chairman, Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff. 
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PEKA entourage pays 
courtesy call on MTC
The newly minted Association of Malaysian Bumiputera Timber 
and Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA) President, Tuan Haji 
Farosham Naizamohideen paid a courtesy call on MTC Chairman 
Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff at MTC’s office on 17 November 
2021. This was the first visit by Tuan Haji Farosham following 
his appointment as PEKA President in November to replace Tuan 
Haji Hanafee Haji Yusoff. On hand to receive the delegation was 
MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff and MTC CEO Mr. 
Muhtar Suhaili.

The PEKA delegation includes all the newly appointed committee 
members comprising Deputy President Mr. Mohd Aziz Mahadi, 
Vice President Mr. Lokman Mohammad, Secretary General 
Mr. Fazli Shah Simpon, Honorary Treasurer Mr. Mansor Abas, 
accompanied by other members include Mr. Amirul Amran, Mr. 
Hilmi Awang, Mr. Muhammad Isa, Ms. Norzalizah Abdullah, Ms. 
Kamariah Mohamad Zainon, and Mr. Aidrus Musa.

MTC Chairman and MTC CEO welcomed and congratulated Mr. 
Farosham on his appointment on behalf of the Board of Trustees 
and the management team. MTC also congratulated PEKA’s 
new Committee Members 2021-2023 which took effect on 10 
November 2021.

The meeting discussed issues and strategies to further develop 
the growth of the timber industry, especially among Bumiputera 
entrepreneurs to become more competitive in the global market. 

MTC Chairman (middle) congratulated Tuan Haji Farosham (right) on his 
appointment as PEKA President.

MTC hopes that the good working relationship between the two 
organisations will continue to flourish and benefit the timber 
industry as a whole. 

The delegation was also taken on a guided tour of MTC’s gallery 
displaying products made of Malaysian timbers that are sought-
after overseas. 

November-December 2021 Timber Malaysia

Meeting led by MTC Chairman who looked forward to seamlessly working together in bringing the industry to greater heights.
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4th & 5th Industry and 
Market Development 
Committee (IMDC) Meetings

The MTC held its fourth Industry and Market Development 
Committee (IMDC) meeting on 15 November 2021. This meeting 
was held in hybrid with a mix of both in-person and virtual 
attendees.

The meeting was chaired by Malaysian Wood Industries 
Association (MWIA) Dato’ Mok Khiaw Hui. The attendees 
include key industry members of the Malaysian Panel-Products 
Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA) Datuk Chua Hock Gee, 
Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia (TEAM) Mr. Wong Kar 
Wai, Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery Council (MWMJC) 
Mr. George Yap, and Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) Mr. 
Matthew Law.

The representatives from the ministries included the Ministry 
of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) Mr. Pubadi 
Govindasamy and the Ministry of International Trade and Industry 
(MITI) Ms. Aedreena Reeza Alwi. 

MTC was represented by CEO Muhtar Suhaili, COO Mr Roger Chin 
and several key members from MTC Leadership Team as well as 
Strategic Planning Division.

Among matters discussed at the 4th IMDC meeting include on a 
proposal for an additional allocation in the MTC Import Assistance 
Programme (IAP) and Export Assistance Programme (EAP), 
empowering the development of the timber industry through 
the utilisation of automation and innovation technology related 

to IR4.0, collaboration with ePENFURNEX Online eCommerce 
platform, and updates on the other Working Groups set up by MTC. 

The outcomes of the meeting were deliberated in the 183rd MTC’s 
Board Meeting which was held on 19 November 2021. The fifth 
IMDC meeting was held on 27 December 2021 where the meeting 
discussed several matters including on the establishment of a Plant 
Diagnostic Network Unit (PDNU), Malaysia Online Furniture Mall, 
and digitalisation of the timber industry. 

The physical gathering of the 4th IMDC Meeting.

November-December 2021 Timber Malaysia

Mr. Muhtar Suhaili (left) discussing the IMDC’s matters with Dato’ Mok Khiaw Hui.
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Virtual Engagement on 
Act 446 Compliance
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) conducted its second 
virtual engagement session on 17 November 2021 on compliance 
with the Employees’ Minimum Standards of Housing, 
Accommodations and Amenities Act 1990 (Act 446). 

The session served as an important platform for the industry 
players to seek clarification and have a better understanding of 
the requirements of the Act and guidelines. Compliance with the 
Act 466 is very important in ensuring that workers’ rights are 
always protected and also in line with international requirements 
in respecting workers’ rights.

Following a successful first session held on 28 May 2021, this second 
session includes briefings on the Act and its requirements as well as 
discussions between the industry and the relevant panelists. MTC’s 
COO Mr. Roger Chin delivered both the welcoming and closing 
remarks at this virtual engagement. 

The first presenter was by Department of Labor Peninsular 
Malaysia (JTKSM) Assistant Director Ms. Suzana Wati Zulkepli 
who spoke on “Act 446” (Employees’ Minimum Standards of 
Housing, Accommodations, and Amenities Act 1990).

Followed by PLANMalaysia (Federal Department of Country and 
Town Planning), Research and Development Division, Town, 
and Country Planning Officer, TPr. Mohd Zainuddin Jumaat 
on the topic “Prosedur Permohonan bagi Penginapan Pekerja 
Secara Jangka Pendek (TLQ) Dan Garis Panduan Perancangan 
Penginapan Pekerja Berpusat (CLQ)”.

The final presentation was by Department of Town and Country 
Planning, Klang Municipal Council (MPK) Assistant of Town and 
Country Planning Officer Ms. Mastura Binti Baharudin on the 

MTC COO Mr Roger Chin with all the presenters of the session.

topic “Garis Panduan Perancangan Penginapan Pekerja Jangka 
Pendek (TLQ) & Asrama Pekerja Berpusat (CLQ) Di Majlis 
Perbandaran Klang”.

The event was attended by 132 participants from various 
stakeholders including members of the timber industry 
and representative from the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government (KPKT) Assistant Director Local Government 
Department (JKT) Siti Athirah Ishak.

As part of the ongoing stakeholder engagement with the local 
specifiers and local authorities, MTC will be organising similar 
engagement sessions to keep the industry updated and continually 
educate the industry to ensure compliance of the Act. 

Participants being briefed on the Act and its requirements.
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Excellence recognised 
in the Malaysian Timber 
Industry Awards 2022

To recognise the achievements of the Malaysian timber 
companies across all industry sectors and honour their great 
contributions towards Malaysia’s economic development, MTC 
recently set in motion the call for entries for the Malaysian 
Timber Industry Awards (MTIA) 2022 held between the months 
of October and November 2021.

The awards reward the best in each category, offers timber 
companies and their people a chance to be recognised by a panel 
of business veterans from the industry for their dedication to 
best practice, continuous improvement, and excellence in their 
respective roles and businesses.

With five all new award categories, the event is set to celebrate 
and recognise Malaysian timber-based companies which have 
achieved overall excellence in the areas of sustainability, 
digitalisation and digitisation, operations during the COVID-19 
pandemic, product innovations and entrepreneurship.

The award is open to all timber-based companies registered with 
any of the timber associations which is in operation for at least five 
years and incorporated under the Companies Act Malaysia 1965.

There are five categories of awards introduced include the first 
being the “Environment and Sustainability Distinction” category 
which honours the sustainability efforts in the implementation 
of the green practices in the initiatives that have made a positive 
impact on the company’s image.

The second category “Digitalisation and Digitising Excellence” 
is to acknowledge digitalisation and digitising initiatives 
implemented in the company including the automation of 
existing manual processes, enabled by the digitisation of 
information from an analog into being more digital. 

Third category is the “COVID-19 Operations Excellence” award 
aimed at companies that have made progress in transforming 
their operations to successfully navigate through challenges 
brought by the COVID-19 pandemic. It includes the areas of 
managing human resources, overseeing the daily operations, 
planning for financial management, and more importantly to 
overcome the COVID-19 pandemic.

The fourth category is the “Innovative Timber Products” award 
which recognises the innovation in methods of wood processing 
and technologies that enhance the efficient use of timber. This 
includes recycled products and packaging solutions using wood 
and wooden components.

Lastly, the final fifth category is the coveted “Timber Industry 
Personality” award that recognises an individual that has 
demonstrated excellence and giving an utmost contribution to 
the timber industry. 

The call for entries ended on 30 November 2021 while the judging 
process concluded on 28 December 2021. The announcement of 
the winners will be made at MTC’s 30th Anniversary Gala Dinner 
celebration scheduled on 10 January 2022 where they will receive 
a trophy together with cash prize between RM8,000-RM10,000. 

MTC MALAYSIAN TIMBER
INDUSTRY AWARDS 2022

The panel of judges deliberating on the entries at the judging process.
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Bolstering ties with 
Prison Department
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) along with the Malaysian 
Timber Industry Board (MTIB) and the Malaysian Panel-Products 
Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA) made a working visit to the 
Malaysian Prison Department (JPM) on 10 December 2021 to 
explore the possibility of engaging inmates who are on parole to 
work in the Malaysian wood-based industries.

The delegation from MTC was led by CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili along 
with other members of staff including Corporate Communications 
Division (CCD) Director Ms. Noraihan Abdul Rahman, Industry 
Development Division (IDD) Director Mr. Mokhtar bin Yaacob, and 
CCD Manager Mr. Azmir Husni Mohamed Nor. 

Representing the MTIB was the Deputy Director of Strategy Mr. 
Azelan Ishak, while MPMA was represented by Chairman Dato’ 

MTC collaborating with Malaysian Prison Department Kajang on a new initiative.

Mr. Muhtar Suhaili presenting a memento to Mr. Kamarul Alam Haji Taib.

Wira Sheikh Othman Rahman, Deputy Chairman Datuk Chua 
Hock Gee, and Secretariat Mr. Tan Chong Yin.

Representing JPM were Parole and Community Services 
Division Deputy Director Tuan Kamarul Alam Haji Taib, Deputy 
Superintendent of Prisons Tuan Syahrul Amri Abd Mutalib, 
Industrial Relations Officer Tuan Mohd Azwan Aziz. 

In line with MTC’s Must-Wins for 2022 centered on reviving the 
industry, MTC will be reaching out to prison inmates on parole to 
supplement the manpower shortages in the timber industry. This 
rehabilitation placement will be a new initiative on the On-Job 
Training (OJT) programme that aims to attract local talents to be 
part of the timber industry. 

Members of JPM briefing MTC at the meeting.
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Digital Marketing 
Entrepreneurship 
Programme (DMEP)
DMEP Learning Module Bahasa Malaysia

Over the months of November and December 2021, MTC 
organised a total of 14 online training sessions, held twice a week.  
This is a one-to-one coaching and mentoring session with the 
training facilitator IQP Solutions Manager, Mr. Zulhazri Azmi, 
where participants were able to express their concerns and get the 
guidance needed from the trainer. 

The session acts as a refresher training course designed to provide 
the opportunity for participants to refresh their knowledge on 
the modules they have learned previously so they can review 
fundamentals they may have forgotten or upskill on new 
information they may be unaware of. Some of the topics covered 
were setting up a Shopee Seller Account and Digital Advertising 
focusing on digital marketing paid ads.

The training sessions were attended by more than 10 members of 
the Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and Furniture 
Entrepreneurs (PEKA). This programme is aimed at assisting the 
timber industry in tapping into the power of digital marketing.

DMEP Learning Module English

Four physical training sessions of DMEP Learning Module 
English were organised by MTC in the months of November and 
December 2021.  Among the topics covered were “eCommerce 
Intermediate Training (B2C)”, “Product Photography”, “Daily 
Management of Online Stores”, “Logistic Handling”, “Online Shop 
Customer Services”, “Short Video Shooting and Editing”, “Visual 
marketing strategy”, “Email Marketing”, “Facebook Marketing”, 
“Data Analysis” and “Customer-Segment Analysis”.

The coaching session acts as a refresher training for participants.

There were presentations by three panelists from Universiti 
Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) namely Dr. Winnie Wong, Dr. 
Pok Wei Fong, and Ms. Ezatul Emilia Binti Muhammad Arif. The 
session was attended by more than 10 industry members.

The DMEP Learning Module English is a training programme 
specially designed to assist industry members in digital marketing to 
enable them to reach a wider audience, scale their business further, 
and generate more revenue. 

Mr. Zulhazri Azmi conducting the one-to-one coaching to the participants.

Dr. Pok Wei Fong delivering the presentation to the attendees.
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Zooming into trade 
with Iran
MTC hosted a virtual dialogue with the timber trade community 
in Iran on 9 December 2021. The webinar titled “Zoom into Iran: 
Understanding the Timber Requirements of Iran” had close to 
50 participants, including some Iranian post-graduate students.

MTC COO Mr Roger Chin delivered the welcoming remarks. The 
Iranian timber trade sector was well represented at the webinar 
with the Managing Director of Rabi Choob Consulting Company 
Dr Davood Rabe and Consultant in the Wood and Paper Industry 
of Iran Dr Amin Arian.

The dialogue focused on the potential of exporting wood and 
wood-based products to Iran, especially Malaysian panel 
products which was sought-after in the past. 

Dr Davood highlighted the market conditions for the wood and 
furniture industries in Iran involving the primary, intermediary 
and finished sectors which require various materials such as 
moulding and BJC, among others. Mr Amin said there is a 
demand for products such as MDF, plywood and particleboard 
which Malaysian manufacturers can easily export to Iran. 

Exploring the   
Turkish market
MTC organised and conducted a webinar with the Turkish Forest 
Industry and Businessmen Association (TFIBA) on 2 November 
2021. The webinar titled “Zoom into Turkey: Explore Potentials of 
Malaysian Timber” was well attended by industry captains from 
both Turkey and Malaysia.

Present at the webinar were MTC COO Mr Roger Chin who delivered 
the welcoming remarks on behalf of MTC CEO Mr Muhtar Suhaili.  
Also present were President of TFIBA Mr Göksel Korkmaz, Forest 
Industry Engineer and owner of Amazon Orman Ürünleri San Tic Ltd 
Sti Mr Asil Güner and owner of Baba Yapi San Ve Tic A.S Mr Elçin Kiliç 
accompanied by MTC’s International Business Development Division 
(IBDD C2) Director, Mr Khairul Anwar.

The webinar highlighted on the overall business potential for 
Malaysian timber-based manufacturers who were keen on exploring 
the Turkish market for products such as sawntimber, plywood and 
wooden furniture.

Moderated by IBDD C2 Senior Executive Ms Roshan Clarice 
Auxilian Samones, the webinar had more than 20 participants. 

(Above) The presenters from Iran.
(Below) Some of the participants of the B2B virtual dialogue.

The seminar had the interest of those keen to export to Turkey.
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MTC South Asia Regional Representative (left) with one of the top management staff  
from  Xylos Arteriors India Pvt Ltd.

Kantilal & Sons was one of the 10 companies visited by MTC South Asia representative Mr. Arif Nasir.

November-December 2021 Timber Malaysia

Promising outlook for 
trade in India
MTC South Asia (MTC SA) conducted a market visit to Mumbai 
and the Greater Mumbai region in India from 15-19 November 
2021 to further study the market sentiment and the current 
needs of importers of timber products there. 

Panel products and solid wood-based furniture are in demand 
and the Malaysia India Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 
Agreement (MICECA) 2011 zero-import duty on Malaysian 
timber raw materials into India is still a major plus-point for 
Malaysian manufacturers.       

Malaysian furniture also stands apart in terms of durability 
and value for money notwithstanding the lower tax of 11% as 
compared to 28% imposed on furniture and components coming 
from China.

India with its formidable population of about 1.4 billion and 
wide geographical and distinct culture diversity has varied 
choices which includes appreciation of high-quality timber 
products with low formaldehyde emissions. Malaysian suppliers 
of timber raw materials and value-added finished products 
including solid wood furniture should consider India in 2022 
as the reduced housing loan interest (6.70% p.a.) rates and 
sharp rebound in economic activities will further boost the 
commercial and residential sectors.  
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Goh, Khoo stay on    
as president
Two leaders return unopposed to helm their respective 
associations much to the delight of their members. Mr Goh 
Chee Yew and Mr Khoo Yeow Chong have been reappointed as 
president of the Malaysian Wood Industries Association (MWIA) 
and the Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC), respectively.

MWIA held its AGM on 12 October 2021 at the Aloft, KL Sentral 
while MFC had its at Dewan Cempaka in Menara PGRM, Kuala 
Lumpur on 3 December 2021.

MWIA was well represented at its AGM with members from the 
Johor Wood Industries Association (JWIA), Negeri Sembilan & 
Malacca Wood Industries Association (NSMWIA), Perak Timber 
Trade Association (PTTA), Selangor & KL Wood Industries 
Association (SKLWIA), Terengganu Wood Industries Association 
(TWIA), Penang Furniture and Timber Industry Association (PFTIA) 

November-December 2021 Timber Malaysia

and Persatuan Pengusaha Kayu-Kayan Negeri Pahang (PKNP) and 
its advisors Dato’ Low Kian Chuan and Mr Saw Eng Thai.

At the AGM, MWIA members approved a number of resolutions, 
among them being to set up a company limited by guarantee as 
MWIA’s special vehicle to manage and operate the tissue culture 
laboratory and pest diagnostic network unit and to amend the 
constitution of MWIA to allow AGMs to be conducted virtually.

MFC with its 79 members at the AGM wholeheartedly consented 
to Mr Khoo helming MFC as they sought ways to uphold the 
furniture industry’s remarkable export performance in the 
coming months and years.

With renewed vigour, both the presidents have pledged to 
strengthen their respective associations’ business interest. 

In trusted hands... MWIA’s Mr Goh Chee Yew (left) and MFC’s Mr Khoo Yeow Chong.



Double celebrations as 
MWMJC hits 40
The Malaysian Wood Moulding & Joinery Council (MWMJC) 
celebrated its 40th anniversary on 10 December 2021 at the 
Malaysian Petroluem Club in KLCC in a modest yet meaningful 
way. With not more than 60 guests which included the Minister 
of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC), MWMJC 
decided to have two separate anniversary celebrations as it 
abided with strict COVID-19 related SOPs.

MWMJC Chairman Mr George Yap said the first celebration with 
ministry officials and government agencies would involve the 
Council’s book launch while the second anniversary event was 
for the MWMJC members where the book would be distributed 
to everyone.

Present at the ministerial dinner were MPIC Minister YB Datuk 
Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin, MPIC Secretary General Datuk 
Ravi Muthayah, Deputy Secretary General Mr Mad Zaidi Mohd 
Karli, MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, MTC CEO 
Mr Muhtar Suhaili, MTC COO Mr Roger Chin, MTCC CEO Siti 
Syaliza Mustapha and the Deputy Director Generals of MTIB Mr 
Haji Kamaruzaman Othman and Madam Hajah Roslina Idris. 
Representatives from the government agencies and the board 
members of MWMJC were also present.

Datuk Hajah Zuraida in her speech said that she was pleased 
with MWMJC’s success and encouraged the Council to keep 
up the good work and continue to look out for more business 
opportunities. Mr. George Yap in his speech said MWMJC 
with its 700 members had a good mix of young and senior 
entrepreneurs which gave the Council the right force of energy it 
needed to make more headway in business.

MWMJC launched its book titled “Moulding the Future” which 
captured the history of the association and the moulding industry 
with reflections from its members since the time of its inception. 

The Minister signs the book. Looking on are MWMJC Chairman and MTC Chairman.
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MTC  presented an acrylic painting from recycled wood as an anniversary gift
to MWMJC.

MWMJC Chairman delivering his welcoming remarks.
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Inspiring aspirations
The 100-Day Malaysian Family Aspirations programme, which was 
officiated by the Prime Minister Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob, 
had over 100,000 visitors over the four-day event held at the Kuala 
Lumpur Convention Centre from 9-12 December 2021.
  
The programme was held to instil the “Keluarga Malaysia” spirit 
with focus on restructuring the economy, enhancing social well-
being, and strengthening unity based on the Keluarga Malaysia 
model, among others.

Many government agencies had exhibition booths with MTC’s 
interest parked under the Ministry of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities (MPIC). A one-stop centre, the MPIC booth provided 
information about the commodities industry and its products.

The Minister of Primary Industries and Commodities YB Datuk 
Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin and the Secretary General of MPIC 
Datuk Ravi Muthayah visited the booth together with officials 
from the respective government agencies and council.

The 100-Day Malaysian Family Aspirations programme was used 
as a key performance indicator and its success is the result of the 
government’s effort in achieving the aspirations of the Malaysian 
Family for the 100-day period. 

Wrapping up 2021   
with festive cheer
MTC had its final townhall for the year on 10 December 2021 
with MTC CEO Mr Muhtar Suhaili highlighting some of the 
Council’s key achievement while sharing news on promotions and 
bonuses. The hybrid event kicked off with staff receiving their 
Santa hats and Christmas-themed headbands.

Mr Muhtar took the opportunity to thank all the staff. He lauded 
the cooperation and commitment of the staff as 2021 was one 
of the busiest years for MTC as it had launched several new 
programmes to help the timber industry recover from the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

He added that the Council had successfully achieved its KPIs and 
revealed the Must-Wins for 2022 which revolved around reviving 
the Malaysian timber sector.

Other announcements included a corporate restructure to  
further strengthen MTC’s business and operational excellence.

This was followed by a Christmas lucky draw and lunch for 
the staff. 

MPIC’s booth had visits from both the Prime Minister YAB Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob 
and Minister YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin. 

Staff all ears at the townhall as CEO Mr Muhtar Suhaili delivers his message (above) 
and a group shot with ‘Santa’ after lunch (below).

November-December 2021 Timber Malaysia
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A year of giving, caring
Conscientious – that would aptly describe MTC in 2021 for the 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) activities it had pursued 
as the nation slowly healed from the aftermath of the vicious 
COVID-19 pandemic. With that came a recognition and more CSR. 

MTC was awarded the “Government Council of the Year Award for 
Outstanding Community Support” at the Sustainability and CSR 
Malaysia Awards 2021 on 29 November 2021.Organised by CSR 
Malaysia, a media company, with the support of the Ministry of 
Women, Family and Community Development Malaysia, MTC was 
recognised for its outstanding CSR initiatives to its stakeholders, 
the community in which it operates in as well as its commitment 
towards sustainable environmental development.

Receiving the award on behalf of the Council was MTC Chairman 
Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff.  She received the award from CSR 
Malaysia Chairman Dato’ R. Rajendran. Also present at the event 
were MTC CEO Mr Muhtar Suhaili. MTC and the timber industry 
had contributed a total of RM1,158,950 under its “Giving Back 
to Community”, “Giving Back to Nature” and “Giving Back to 
Stakeholders” programmes.

In an earlier event on the same day, Madam Hajah Norrida and 
Mr Muhtar handed over RM50,000 to YB Haniza Talha, State 
Assemblyman of Lembah Jaya, in Shah Alam, Selangor, in aid of 
victims of the 22 November 2021 flash floods which affected more 
than 600 residents in Ampang.

On 6 December 2021, MTC donated furniture to the University 
Malaya Medical Centre (UMMC) for its staff lounge. Present at the 

handover ceremony at Plaza PPUM were Madam Hajah Norrida, 
Mr Muhtar, Corporate Communications Division (CCD) Director 
Puan Noraihan Abdul Rahman and CCD Manager Mr Azmir Husni 
Mohamed Nor. 

On hand to receive the lounge set were UMMC Director Professor 
Dr Nazirah Hasnan, Ikhtisas Deputy Director Ms Chew Yee Yen, 
Head of Corporate Relations Department Ms Mazura Mohamad, 
Head of Procurement Department Ms Suhailawati Ghazali, 
Nursing Department Officer Ms Jamilah Suleiman, Corporate 
Relations Department Senior Administrative Officer Mr Mohd 
Ibrahem Mohamad Jumagen and Administration Officer Mr Mohd 
Na’imullah Zul Aimi.

On 18 December, MTC collaborated with the Malaysian Furniture 
Council (MFC) to collectively contribute 147 wooden furniture 
dining sets to the flood victims in Kampung Pinggir Tiga Lembah 
Jaya, Ampang, Selangor. The furniture sets, totaling RM88,200, 
were donated by High Value Enterprise Sdn Bhd, Marcoco 
Furniture Industries Sdn Bhd, Eurospan Furniture Sdn Bhd and 
United Woodwork & Constructions (M) Sdn Bhd. 

Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities YB Datuk 
Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin handed over the sets to the flood 
victims. Present at the event were YB Haniza Mohamed Talha, 
Madam Hajah Norrida, MTC COO Mr Roger Chin, MFC President 
Mr Khoo Yeow Chong, Ampang Jaya Police Chief ACP Mohamad 
Farouk Eshak and Ampang Fire and Rescue Station Deputy Chief 
Tuan Ariff Haji Mohamed Kassim. 

November-December 2021 Timber Malaysia

(From left) Mr Azmir Husni, Mr Muhtar Suhaili, Madam Hajjah Norrida Yusoff and 
Puan Noraihan Abdul Rahman at the Sustainability and CSR Malaysia Awards ceremony.

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida (standing fifth from right) after handing out the dining sets.

MTC presenting the RM50,000 donation.

MTC Chairman (fourth from left) receiving a token of appreciation from UMMC 
Director Professor Dr Nazirah Hasnan.
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Volunteers out in force 
to aid flood victims
The floods that struck several states in Malaysia have led many 
volunteers, NGOs, and private companies to take their own 
initiative to help victims. 

Among those helping was the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC), 
which has been providing basic needs and post-flood recovery 
assistance for those affected. The Human Resource Division 
working in collaboration with the Work Hard, Play Hard and Pray 
Hard (WHP2H) Committee of MTC organised a post-flood clean 
up mission at Taman Cempaka, Hulu Langat, Kuala Lumpur on 
22 December 2021 after one of MTC employees’ home was hit by 
floodwaters following heavy rains.

The housing area with almost 50 occupants was badly affected by 
the flood and most of the residents were struggling to clean their 
houses as the flood turned the place muddy. Frustration reigns for 
the community as many residents in the area were left with little 
to no daily essentials, clean water, and even electricity since the 

incident hit. Thousands of ringgit worth of furniture and electrical 
items have been damaged and need to be discarded while the 
houses are cleaned up.

A team of 15 volunteers pitched in to help in the full-day clean-
up mission following the country’s worst flooding in years. The 
volunteers were divided into two teams with the first team being 
tasked to make purchases and deliver packed food and meals 
including drinking water for flood victims. While the other team 
was tasked with cleaning the houses and clearing debris in the 
neighbourhood. A total of RM10,000 worth of goods and items 
were contributed to the affected victims. 

MTC through its corporate social responsibility (CSR) efforts, 
hopes that this effort will help to ease the financial burden 
experienced by flood victims, and subsequently provide much-
needed assistance to help the affected communities to rebuild 
their lives and livelihoods. 

MTC Volunteers who participated in the clean-up operation.

Distribution of the relief aid to the affected victims. Staff removing a pile of rubbish left over after the floodwaters receded.
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ETUSANC

ikuti DAP (tujuh) dan PKR (tiga). Ketika 
itu, aura Tan Sri Adenam Satem (Tok 
Nan) terlalu popular untuk dikalahkan. 
Di bawah kepimpinan Tok Nan, BN ber-
jaya menambah 17 kerusi daripada 55 
yang dimenanginya pada PRN 2011 de-
ngan undi popular diterima sebanyak 62.2 
peratus, manakala DAP hilang lima ke-
rusi dan PKR masih kekal tiga.

Dua faktor yang menyumbang kepada 
kemenangan selesa BN disebabkan ke-
peribadian dan karisma Tok Nan dalam 
kalangan rakyat Sarawak serta ke-
bijaksanaan beliau mengemukakan for-
mula ‘calon langsung BN’ yang berjaya 
memperlihatkan bahawa calon ber-
tanding adalah ‘Team Tok Nan’, bukan-
nya BN semata-mata.

Namun, selepas Pilihan Raya Umum 
ke-14 (PRU14),  BN sudah tidak lagi 
wujud di Sarawak. Gabungan Parti 
Sarawak (GPS) kini entiti menggantikan 
BN dengan komponen hampir sama. 

Ketika PRU14, BN di bawah pimpi-
nan  Datuk Patinggi Abang Johari Tun 
Openg (Abang Jo) tidak menerima idea 
calon langsung BN. Jadi, kemungkinan 
formula itu digunakan pada PRN kali ini 
juga tiada.

Idea calon langsung BN digunakan 

PRN Sarawak uji jenama GPS

Selepas selesai Pilihan Raya 
Negeri (PRN) Melaka, tum-
puan  bakal beralih kepada PRN 
Sarawak yang akan membuka 

gelanggangnya pada Isnin ini, bermula 
dengan penamaan calon manakala hari 
mengundi pada 18 Disember. 

PRN Sarawak ke-12 menyaksikan 
1,252,014 pengundi bakal menentukan 
siapa akan memerintah untuk penggal 
seterusnya. Dengan demografi pengundi 
yang besar dan keadaan geografi, PRN 
itu dilihat lebih mencabar berbanding 
PRN Melaka.

Sarawak mencatatkan jumlah Dewan 
Undangan Negeri (DUN) tertinggi dalam 
negara. Negeri itu diperuntukkan 82 
DUN daripada keseluruhan 600 kerusi 
DUN bagi seluruh Malaysia. 

Keputusan PRN pada 2016 menyaksi-
kan Barisan Nasional (BN) menang 72 
daripada 82 kerusi dipertandingkan, di-

Walaupun beliau tokoh veteran dalam 
politik Sarawak, cabaran mengetuai se-
buah parti baharu dalam pilihan raya 
sangat mencabar disebabkan Covid-19 
dan norma baharu.

Sedikit kelebihan buat Abang Jo dan 
GPS adalah kekuatan pembangkang yang 
terjejas terutama selepas PRN Melaka. 

Pada PRN kali ini, Pakatan Harapan 
(PH) terutama DAP dan PKR dijangka 
bergerak bersendirian. Dengan sentimen 
kestabilan barangkali dilihat bersama 
dengan GPS yang sealiran dengan ke-
rajaan di peringkat Persekutuan, maka 
pengundi mungkin cenderung memberi-
kan undi kepada GPS.

PH juga masih belum memperlihat-
kan naratif kukuh yang sesuai dengan 
citra orang Sarawak, selain terkial-kial 
menyaingi GPS dalam isu-isu Sarawak.

Masih awal untuk meramalkan siapa 
akan menang walaupun keadaan dan 
sentimen semasa dijangka menyebelahi 
GPS. Namun untuk mengatakan GPS 
akan menang mudah dan besar juga ada-
lah sesuatu yang masih berat dan belum 
selamat.
* Mujibu Abd Muis ialah Pensyarah Kanan Sains 

Politik Fakulti Sains Pentadbiran & Pengajian 
Polisi Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM)

Tok Nan bagi menyelesaikan perpecahan 
dan politik melobi yang mungkin akan 
melemahkan BN serta jentera parti itu 
bagi menghadapi pilihan raya. Ketiadaan 
mekanisme tersebut mungkin akan me-
nimbulkan kembali permasalahan kepada 
GPS dalam menentukan calon, apatah 
lagi ia akan ditentukan oleh parti kom-
ponen masing-masing berbanding se-
belumnya.

Ironinya, GPS juga akan bertanding 
menggunakan lambang parti baharu, se-
suatu yang mungkin janggal bagi peng-
undi yang sudah biasa dengan lambang 
dacing BN. 

Empat parti membentuk GPS - Parti 
Pesaka Bumiputera Bersatu (PBB), Parti 
Demokratik Progresif (PDP), Parti 
Rakyat Bersatu Sarawak (SUPP) dan 
Parti Rakyat Sarawak (PRS) mungkin 
tidak melihat ia menjadi masalah di-
sebabkan politik pilihan raya di Sarawak 
bersifat personal dan melihat calon ber-
banding lambang. Jadi PRN ini juga 
mungkin ujian buat GPS dalam menjual 
jenama mereka kepada rakyat Sarawak.

GPS bukan sahaja mempertaruhkan 
lambang baharu tetapi juga akan meng-
uji jenama ‘Abang Jo’ yang mengepalai 
parti itu buat pertama kali. 

NUKILAN 
MINDA

MUJIBU ABD MUIS

BERITA SINAR HARIAN 
PALING TRENDING10 

S E TA K AT  J A M  5  P E TA N G  J U M A AT

1 GAGAL DIHUBUNGI RUPANYA ADIK 
TERTIMBUS

2  TANAH RUNTUH: MAYAT PEMANDU 
MPV BERJAYA DIKELUARKAN

3  SEMBILAN TAHUN HILANG, 
PAIMAN AKHIRNYA DIJEL 13 

TAHUN

4  POLIS TAHAN DUA WANITA BANTU 
KASARI BAYI DI TASKA

5  TMJ ANGGAP KEKALAHAN PIALA 
MALAYSIA 'WAKE-UP CALL'

6  TANAH RUNTUH: MAYAT PERTAMA 
DITEMUI

7  SEMUA PASAR ADA HARGA 
KARTEL SAYUR SENDIRI IKUT 

KAWASAN

8  PELANGGAN BERMALAM DI IKEA 
SELEPAS TERKANDAS DALAM 

RIBUT SALJI

9  'TERIMA KASIH KEDAH UNTUK 16 
TAHUN BERSAMA'

10 WARIS ARUMUGAM DICARI

MTC terima Anugerah Sokongan Komuniti Cemerlang
SHAH ALAM - Majlis Kayu 
Kayan Malaysia (MTC) diiktiraf 
sebagai penerima Anugerah 
Tahunan Majlis Kerajaan Tahunan 
untuk Sokongan Komuniti 
Cemerlang pada Majlis Anugerah 
Kelestarian dan CSR Malaysia 
2021.

Pengiktirafan itu diberikan ke-
pada MTC atas pelaksanaan inisia-
tif CSR yang dijalankan terhadap 
pihak berkepentingan dan komuni-
ti di kawasan syarikat tersebut ber-
operasi serta komitmennya ke arah 

pembangunan alam se-
kitar yang mampan.

Pengerusi MTC, 
Norrida Yusoff yang me-
wakili agensi tersebut 
ketika menerima anuge-
rah berkenaan pada Isnin 
berkata, pengiktirafan 
tersebut merupakan se-
suatu yang mengejutkan.

“Ramai pihak agak 
tidak sedar mengenai apa 
yang telah dilakukan 
oleh MTC selama ini.

“Sebagai cabang 
pembangunan dan mem-

promosikan in-
dustri perkayu-
an, pendekatan 
peniagaan yang 
dilaksanakan 
oleh MTC sentia-
sa menjadi se-
suatu yang holis-
tik ke arah CSR 
dan mampan 
pembangunan,” 
katanya dalam 
satu kenyataan 
pada Selasa.

Pada masa 
sama, beliau ber-
kata, dengan kesan 
penularan Covid-19, 
ia membuatkan 
CSR menjadi lebih 

penting dalam mem-
bantu kumpulan ma-
syarakat yang terjejas 
teruk semasa tempoh 
pandemik.

Norrida turut me-
maklumkan bahawa 
MTC telah memper-
halusi program serta 
aktiviti boleh dijalan-
kan bagi membantu 
mereka yang me-
merlukan.

A n u g e r a h 
Kelestarian dan CSR 

Malaysia diwujudkan bagi meng-
iktiraf komitmen tidak berbelah 
bahagi syarikat yang cemerlang 
dalam melaksanakan transformasi 
sosioekonomi.

MTC dan industri perkayuan 
pada tahun lepas menyumbang se-
banyak RM1,158,950 di bawah 
program ‘Pemberian Kembali ke 
Komuniti’, ‘Memberi Kembali ke-
pada Alam Semula Jadi’ dan 
‘Memberi Kembali kepada Pihak 
Berkepentingan’.

Dalam pada itu, MTC me-
maklumkan bahawa Norrida dan 
Ketua Pegawai Eksekutif MTC, 
Muhtar Suhaili telah menyerahkan 
bantuan sebanyak RM50,000 pada 
Isnin kepada mangsa terjejas dalam 
kejadian banjir kilat di Ampang 
pada 22 November lalu.

NORRIDA

Kenyataan 
akhbar 

oleh MTC 
pada 

Selasa.
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ikuti DAP (tujuh) dan PKR (tiga). Ketika 
itu, aura Tan Sri Adenam Satem (Tok 
Nan) terlalu popular untuk dikalahkan. 
Di bawah kepimpinan Tok Nan, BN ber-
jaya menambah 17 kerusi daripada 55 
yang dimenanginya pada PRN 2011 de-
ngan undi popular diterima sebanyak 62.2 
peratus, manakala DAP hilang lima ke-
rusi dan PKR masih kekal tiga.

Dua faktor yang menyumbang kepada 
kemenangan selesa BN disebabkan ke-
peribadian dan karisma Tok Nan dalam 
kalangan rakyat Sarawak serta ke-
bijaksanaan beliau mengemukakan for-
mula ‘calon langsung BN’ yang berjaya 
memperlihatkan bahawa calon ber-
tanding adalah ‘Team Tok Nan’, bukan-
nya BN semata-mata.

Namun, selepas Pilihan Raya Umum 
ke-14 (PRU14),  BN sudah tidak lagi 
wujud di Sarawak. Gabungan Parti 
Sarawak (GPS) kini entiti menggantikan 
BN dengan komponen hampir sama. 

Ketika PRU14, BN di bawah pimpi-
nan  Datuk Patinggi Abang Johari Tun 
Openg (Abang Jo) tidak menerima idea 
calon langsung BN. Jadi, kemungkinan 
formula itu digunakan pada PRN kali ini 
juga tiada.

Idea calon langsung BN digunakan 

PRN Sarawak uji jenama GPS

Selepas selesai Pilihan Raya 
Negeri (PRN) Melaka, tum-
puan  bakal beralih kepada PRN 
Sarawak yang akan membuka 

gelanggangnya pada Isnin ini, bermula 
dengan penamaan calon manakala hari 
mengundi pada 18 Disember. 

PRN Sarawak ke-12 menyaksikan 
1,252,014 pengundi bakal menentukan 
siapa akan memerintah untuk penggal 
seterusnya. Dengan demografi pengundi 
yang besar dan keadaan geografi, PRN 
itu dilihat lebih mencabar berbanding 
PRN Melaka.

Sarawak mencatatkan jumlah Dewan 
Undangan Negeri (DUN) tertinggi dalam 
negara. Negeri itu diperuntukkan 82 
DUN daripada keseluruhan 600 kerusi 
DUN bagi seluruh Malaysia. 

Keputusan PRN pada 2016 menyaksi-
kan Barisan Nasional (BN) menang 72 
daripada 82 kerusi dipertandingkan, di-

Walaupun beliau tokoh veteran dalam 
politik Sarawak, cabaran mengetuai se-
buah parti baharu dalam pilihan raya 
sangat mencabar disebabkan Covid-19 
dan norma baharu.

Sedikit kelebihan buat Abang Jo dan 
GPS adalah kekuatan pembangkang yang 
terjejas terutama selepas PRN Melaka. 

Pada PRN kali ini, Pakatan Harapan 
(PH) terutama DAP dan PKR dijangka 
bergerak bersendirian. Dengan sentimen 
kestabilan barangkali dilihat bersama 
dengan GPS yang sealiran dengan ke-
rajaan di peringkat Persekutuan, maka 
pengundi mungkin cenderung memberi-
kan undi kepada GPS.

PH juga masih belum memperlihat-
kan naratif kukuh yang sesuai dengan 
citra orang Sarawak, selain terkial-kial 
menyaingi GPS dalam isu-isu Sarawak.

Masih awal untuk meramalkan siapa 
akan menang walaupun keadaan dan 
sentimen semasa dijangka menyebelahi 
GPS. Namun untuk mengatakan GPS 
akan menang mudah dan besar juga ada-
lah sesuatu yang masih berat dan belum 
selamat.
* Mujibu Abd Muis ialah Pensyarah Kanan Sains 

Politik Fakulti Sains Pentadbiran & Pengajian 
Polisi Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM)

Tok Nan bagi menyelesaikan perpecahan 
dan politik melobi yang mungkin akan 
melemahkan BN serta jentera parti itu 
bagi menghadapi pilihan raya. Ketiadaan 
mekanisme tersebut mungkin akan me-
nimbulkan kembali permasalahan kepada 
GPS dalam menentukan calon, apatah 
lagi ia akan ditentukan oleh parti kom-
ponen masing-masing berbanding se-
belumnya.

Ironinya, GPS juga akan bertanding 
menggunakan lambang parti baharu, se-
suatu yang mungkin janggal bagi peng-
undi yang sudah biasa dengan lambang 
dacing BN. 

Empat parti membentuk GPS - Parti 
Pesaka Bumiputera Bersatu (PBB), Parti 
Demokratik Progresif (PDP), Parti 
Rakyat Bersatu Sarawak (SUPP) dan 
Parti Rakyat Sarawak (PRS) mungkin 
tidak melihat ia menjadi masalah di-
sebabkan politik pilihan raya di Sarawak 
bersifat personal dan melihat calon ber-
banding lambang. Jadi PRN ini juga 
mungkin ujian buat GPS dalam menjual 
jenama mereka kepada rakyat Sarawak.

GPS bukan sahaja mempertaruhkan 
lambang baharu tetapi juga akan meng-
uji jenama ‘Abang Jo’ yang mengepalai 
parti itu buat pertama kali. 

NUKILAN 
MINDA

MUJIBU ABD MUIS

BERITA SINAR HARIAN 
PALING TRENDING10 

S E TA K AT  J A M  5  P E TA N G  J U M A AT

1 GAGAL DIHUBUNGI RUPANYA ADIK 
TERTIMBUS

2  TANAH RUNTUH: MAYAT PEMANDU 
MPV BERJAYA DIKELUARKAN

3  SEMBILAN TAHUN HILANG, 
PAIMAN AKHIRNYA DIJEL 13 

TAHUN

4  POLIS TAHAN DUA WANITA BANTU 
KASARI BAYI DI TASKA

5  TMJ ANGGAP KEKALAHAN PIALA 
MALAYSIA 'WAKE-UP CALL'

6  TANAH RUNTUH: MAYAT PERTAMA 
DITEMUI

7  SEMUA PASAR ADA HARGA 
KARTEL SAYUR SENDIRI IKUT 

KAWASAN

8  PELANGGAN BERMALAM DI IKEA 
SELEPAS TERKANDAS DALAM 

RIBUT SALJI

9  'TERIMA KASIH KEDAH UNTUK 16 
TAHUN BERSAMA'

10 WARIS ARUMUGAM DICARI

MTC terima Anugerah Sokongan Komuniti Cemerlang
SHAH ALAM - Majlis Kayu 
Kayan Malaysia (MTC) diiktiraf 
sebagai penerima Anugerah 
Tahunan Majlis Kerajaan Tahunan 
untuk Sokongan Komuniti 
Cemerlang pada Majlis Anugerah 
Kelestarian dan CSR Malaysia 
2021.

Pengiktirafan itu diberikan ke-
pada MTC atas pelaksanaan inisia-
tif CSR yang dijalankan terhadap 
pihak berkepentingan dan komuni-
ti di kawasan syarikat tersebut ber-
operasi serta komitmennya ke arah 

pembangunan alam se-
kitar yang mampan.

Pengerusi MTC, 
Norrida Yusoff yang me-
wakili agensi tersebut 
ketika menerima anuge-
rah berkenaan pada Isnin 
berkata, pengiktirafan 
tersebut merupakan se-
suatu yang mengejutkan.

“Ramai pihak agak 
tidak sedar mengenai apa 
yang telah dilakukan 
oleh MTC selama ini.

“Sebagai cabang 
pembangunan dan mem-

promosikan in-
dustri perkayu-
an, pendekatan 
peniagaan yang 
dilaksanakan 
oleh MTC sentia-
sa menjadi se-
suatu yang holis-
tik ke arah CSR 
dan mampan 
pembangunan,” 
katanya dalam 
satu kenyataan 
pada Selasa.

Pada masa 
sama, beliau ber-
kata, dengan kesan 
penularan Covid-19, 
ia membuatkan 
CSR menjadi lebih 

penting dalam mem-
bantu kumpulan ma-
syarakat yang terjejas 
teruk semasa tempoh 
pandemik.

Norrida turut me-
maklumkan bahawa 
MTC telah memper-
halusi program serta 
aktiviti boleh dijalan-
kan bagi membantu 
mereka yang me-
merlukan.

A n u g e r a h 
Kelestarian dan CSR 

Malaysia diwujudkan bagi meng-
iktiraf komitmen tidak berbelah 
bahagi syarikat yang cemerlang 
dalam melaksanakan transformasi 
sosioekonomi.

MTC dan industri perkayuan 
pada tahun lepas menyumbang se-
banyak RM1,158,950 di bawah 
program ‘Pemberian Kembali ke 
Komuniti’, ‘Memberi Kembali ke-
pada Alam Semula Jadi’ dan 
‘Memberi Kembali kepada Pihak 
Berkepentingan’.

Dalam pada itu, MTC me-
maklumkan bahawa Norrida dan 
Ketua Pegawai Eksekutif MTC, 
Muhtar Suhaili telah menyerahkan 
bantuan sebanyak RM50,000 pada 
Isnin kepada mangsa terjejas dalam 
kejadian banjir kilat di Ampang 
pada 22 November lalu.

NORRIDA

Kenyataan 
akhbar 

oleh MTC 
pada 

Selasa.
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©õu® Aìªß A¼ ¤›miè

uø»|Pº »shß öŒßÓõº.
A¨@£õx A[SÒÍ Kº

EnÁPzvÀ AÁ¸® AÁμx

Sk®£zvÚ¸® 2 »mŒ®
öÁÒÎ Áøμ öŒ»ÂmhÚº

GßÖ TÓ¨£mhx. ¤ßÚº

AU@hõ£º ©õu® A¾ÁÀ
Põμn©õP ¤μõßì, ¤›mhß

Em£h £» I@μõ¨¤¯

|õkPÐUSa öŒßÓõº.
CxSÔzx @|ØÖ |õhõÐ

©ßÓ ©UPÍøÁ°À öá¾z

@uõ[ öuõSv áöŒP EÖ¨
¤Úº Bº.Gì.Gß.μõ¯º J¸

@PÒÂ GÊ¨¤Úõº.

I@μõ¨¤¯ |õkPÐUSa
öŒßÓ@£õx AμŒõ[P öŒ»ÂÀ

E[PÒ Sk®£zvÚøμ²®

AøÇzxa öŒßÕºPÍõ GßÖ
μõ¯º @Pmh @£õx Ax

Esø©°Àø» GßÓõº

Aìªß.
E[PøÍ |õß SøÓTÓ

ÂÀø». Œ‰P FhP[PÎÀ

öÁÎ¯õÚ öŒ#vPÒ £ØÔz
uõß ÂÍUP® @PmQ@Óß

GßÖ μõ¯º @Pmh@£õx  A¢u

öŒ#vPøÍ GÀ»õ® |®£
@Áshõ® GÚ Aìªß

@PmkU öPõshõº.

@Põ»õ»®§º,
iŒ. 8&

C Ó U S © v

öŒ#¯¨£kQßÓ
EøÓ¢u @PõÈPÒ

u μ © õ P Ä ®

£ õ x P õ ¨ £ õ Ú
uõPÄ® C¸¨£øu

AμŒõ[P® EÖv

öŒ#²® GßÖ
ÂÁŒõ¯® &

EnÄz öuõÈÀ

xøÓ Aø©aŒº
hz@uõÿ öμõÚõÀm  Q¯õsi TÖQÓõº.

A@u@ÁøÍ°À Âø»²¯ºøÁ Pmk¨£kzxÁuØPõP

Cøn¯® Áõ°»õP EnÄ¨ ö£õ¸mPøÍ öPõÒ•uÀ
öŒ#ÁvÀ ©UPÒ BºÁ® Põmh @Ásk® GßÖ® AÁº @PmkU

öPõshõº.

Ph¢u BPìm ©õu® EÒ|õmk ÁºzuPa Œ¢øuPÎÀ @PõÈ
CøÓa]°ß Âø» öÁ.9.20 •uÀ öÁ. 10.80 Áøμ

ÂØP¨£mhx. Âø»U Pmk¨£õmk ö£õ¸mPÎÀ @PõÈ Ch®

ö£ØÔ¸¢uõ¾®  Auß Âø»PÒ |õÐUS |õÒ AvP›¨£x
Psk ÁõiUøP¯õÍºPÒ Avºa] Aøh¢uÚº.

@PõÈ wÁÚ[PÎß Âø»PÒ AvP›zx Âmh@u CuØS

J¸ Põμn® GßÖ £søn¯õÍºPÐ® ÁºzuPºPÐ®
TÖQßÓÚº. C¢{ø»°À Âø» E¯ºøÁ Pmk¨£kzxÁuØ

PõP Akzuõsk ¤¨μÁ› ©õu® Áøμ°À ©õu® JßÖUS

10,000 ö©m›U hß AÀ»x 55 »mŒ® @PõÈPøÍ CÓUS©v
öŒ#¯ AμŒõ[P® •iÄ öŒ#v¸UQÓx.

A¨£i öÁÎ|õkPÎ¼¸¢x CÓUS©v öŒ#¯¨£k®

@PõÈPÒ uμ©õÚuõPÄ® £õxPõ¨£õÚuõPÄ® C¸¨£x EÖv
öŒ#¯¨£k®. @©¾® AøÁ í»õÀ uμzøu öPõsi¸¨£x®

EÖv öŒ#¯¨£k® GßÖ öμõÚõÀm Q¯õsi TÔÚõº.

A@u@ÁøÍ°À £søn°À C¸¢x ö©õzu Œ¢øuPÐUS
@PõÈPÒ öPõsk Áμ¨£kQßÓ ö£õÊx £» uμPºPÎß

øPPÐUS AøÁ ©õÖQßÓÚ. uμPºPÒ ©õÖ£mh Âø»PøÍ

{ºn¯® öŒ#QßÓÚº. Ax@Á Âø»²¯ºÄUS Põμn®.
CuøÚ Pmk¨£kzxÁuØPõP @PõÈ Em£h EnÄ¨

ö£õ¸mPøÍ Cøn¯zuÍ® Áõ°»õP Áõ[SÁuØS®

ÁõiUøP¯õÍºPÒ •ßÁμ @Ásk® GßÓõº AÁº.

÷≈¬z\] ÿƒFB©√|D
ºÔVaÔ^ √VmÔV©√V™ÁkBV?

åõ B»®, iŒ. 8&
]»õ[Tº ©õ{»zvÀ

Á]¨£ÁºPÐUPõP 1

»mŒzx 57 B°μ®
@PõÂm&19 ‰ßÓõÁx

uk¨§]PÒ C»ÁŒ©õP

ÁÇ[P¨£kQÓx GßÖ
©õ{» ©¢v› ¦Œõº

hz@uõÿ Aª¸iß åõ›

öu›Âzuõº.
öŒÀöÁUì §ìhº

vmhzvß Áõ°»õP CßÖ C¢u uk¨§] @£õk® £o
Bμ®£©õQÓx. 18 Á¯xUS® @©Ø£mhÁºPÒ C»ÁŒ©õP C¢uz

uk¨§]PøÍ öŒ¾zvU öPõÒÍ»õ®. öŒÀ@Pº QÎÛUSPÎÀ

@|μi¯õPa öŒßÖ uk¨§] @£õmkU öPõÒÍ»õ® GßÖ AÁº
TÔÚõº. A¸QÀ C¸UQßÓ öŒÀ@Pº QÎÛUSPÒ £ØÔ¯

ÂÁμ[PøÍ öu›¢x öPõÒÍ Â¸®¦QßÓÁºPÒ

https:selcareclinic.com/our-clinic/AÀ»x SELangkah öŒ¯¼
‰»©õP öuõhº¦ öPõÒÍ»õ®. •u¼À }[PÒ SELangkah
öŒ¯¼ ‰»©õP E[PÒ ö£¯ºPøÍ £v¢x öPõÒÍ @Ásk®.

QÎÛUSPÎ¼¸¢x E[PÐUS AøÇ¨¦ Á¸®. A¢u
©¸zxÁ Œ¢v¨¦  |õÍßÖ }[PÒ Œ®£¢u¨£mh QÎÛUS

PÐUSa öŒßÖ ‰ßÓõÁx uk¨§] @£õmkU öPõÒÍ»õ®.

HØöPÚ@Á Cμsk uhøÁ uk¨§] @£õmkU öPõsh
ÁºPÐ® C¢u Áõ#¨ø£ £¯ß£kzvU öPõÒÍ @Ásk®.

SÔ¨£õP ]@ÚõÁõU uk¨§]ø¯ •Êø©¯õP öŒ¾zvU

öPõshÁºPÒ ‰ßÓõÁx uk¨§]ø¯ öŒ¾zvU öPõÒÍ
u¯[PUThõx GßÖ® AÁº @PmkU öPõshõº.

1 È‚ƒ›m 50 gl´D J[≈Vkm
>|©ØE; EÈV∫Ìˆ_

÷Èkƒ\VÔ ÿƒK›>©√|˛≈m

@Põ»õ»®§º,

iŒ. 8& AμŒõ[P
©¸zxÁ©øÚPÎÀ

SøÓ¢ux 10

BskPÒ £o
¯õØÔ¯ ©¸zxÁ

{¦nºPÒ CÛ ²i54

Q@μm ¤›ÄUS £uÂ
E¯ºzu¨£kÁõºPÒ

GßÖ xøn ”Põuõμ

Aø©aŒº hõUhº ¡º Aìª öu›Âzuõº.
@©¾® £uÂ E¯ºzu¨£kQßÓ ©¸zxÁ {¦nºPÐUS

©õu® 37,000 öÁÒÎ Áøμ Œ®£Í® ÁÇ[SÁx SÔzx® AμŒõ[

P® Bμõ#¢x öPõsi¸UQÓx. AμŒõ[P ©¸zxÁ©øÚPÎÀ
uØ@£õx ©¸zxÁ {¦nºPÐUS umk¨£õk {»ÄQÓx.

CuØS wºÄ Põs£uØPõP AvP£mŒ Ai¨£øha Œ®£Í®
A»Áßì öuõøPPøÍ AÔÂ¨£uß ‰»® HμõÍ©õÚ ©¸zxÁ
{¦nºPøÍ @Œº¨£uØS vmhªmi¸UQ@Óõ®.

²i53 •uÀ ²i56 ¤›ÄPøÍa @Œº¢u ©¸zxÁ {¦nºPÒ

C¢u ¦v¯ vmhzvß RÌ ©õu® JßÖUS 21,000 öÁÒÎ
Œ®£Í® ö£Ó Áõ#¨¦ HØ£k®. @©¾® SøÓ¢ux 10 BskPÒ

Áøμ £o¯õØÔ¯ ©¸zxÁ {¦nºPÒ CÛ ²i54 ¤›ÄUS

£uÂ E¯ºzu¨£kÁõºPÒ. Á¸® 2030B® BsiØSÒ |õmiÀ
@©¾® 28,000 ©¸zxÁ {¦nºPÒ @uøÁ¨£kQßÓÚº. A@u

@ÁøÍ°À £uÂ E¯ºÄ ö£ØÓ ©¸zxÁ {¦nºPÐUS® ]Ó¨¦

Œ¾øPPÒ ÁÇ[P¨£k® GßÖ® AÁº TÔÚõº.

\Ú›mk WA�ÏÔ”¬z √>s cBÏ°

iŒ®£º  8,

¦ußQÇø© 202112 ÿƒF]Ô^

zÆ˛B WÈ›]_ 38 \VΩ¬ Ô‚¶¶\V?
∏ˆ¬¨_‚¸ ∂|¬ÔÔ \¬Ô^ g‚ºƒ√D

Cμsk AkUS©õi

Pmhh[PÐUS Cøh@¯ EÒÍ
SÖQ¯ {»zvÀ 38 ©õi

E¯μzvÀ 1,200 Œxμ Ai

{»¨£Sv°À Aøu PmkÁx
G[PÒ £õxPõ¨¦US ö£¸®

(Bº.Snõ)

@Põ»õ»®§º, iŒ.8-& u[PÒ AkUS©õi
Si°¸¨¦US A¸@P A¾Á»Pzxhß Ti¯

Si°¸¨¦ Pmhhzøu Aø©¨£øu Gvºzx

C[SÒÍ 2 öŒõS” AkUPP Si°¸¨¦Áõ]PÒ
u[PÒ PshÚzøu²® Bm@Œ£zøu²®

öu›ÂzuÚº.
AaŒzøu HØ£kzxQßÓÚ

GßÖ AÁºPÒ öu›ÂzuÚº.

]Ô¯ {»zvÀ
38 ©õiU Pmhh©õ?

Pmh¨£k® Pmhh® AkUPP

Áõ]PÐUS ö£¸®  B£zuõP

•i²®. G[PÎß   uø»@©À

öuõ[S® Pzv¯õQ Âk® GßÖ
Si°¸¨£õÍº J¸Áº Põmh

©õPU SÔ¨¤mhõº. @Põ»õ ®§º

©õ|Pº ©ßÓ•® Ãhø©¨¦,
Fμõm] xøÓ²® G¨£i Cøu

AÝ©vzuõºPÒ GßÖ AÁºPÒ

@PÒÂ GÊ¨¤Úº.
CUPmhh® Pmi •iUP¨

£mhõÀ  Cx {aŒ¯® C¨£Sv

ÁõÌ ©UPÐUS  AkUPkUPõÚ
¤μa]øÚPøÍ HØ£kzx®.

CÆÁmhõμzvÀ 5  B»¯[PÒ

EÒÍÚ. ¤›U¥Àmì ©Põ
©õ›¯®©ß B»¯zvØS® C¢u

Ez@uŒ   Pmk©õÚ¨  £SvUS®

Cøh@¯ EÒÍ yμ®  öÁÖ©@Ú

100  «mhºuõß.   A¾Á»P®
Pmi •iUP¨£mhõÀ

”ØÖÁmhõμ £UuºPÐUS Cx

ö£¸® Cøh³ÓõP ÂÍ[S®.
ÁõPÚ {Özxªh® ªP

ö|›Œ»õQ Âk®.  ¦v¯ Pmhh®

Põμn©õP @©®£õmk¨ £oU
PõP Œõø»PÒ Â›Ä£kzu¨£k

©õÚõÀ    ÁõPÚ[PøÍ {Özv

øÁ¨£uØS Th Ch®
CÀ»õ©À @£õ#Âk®.

CuØS •ß¦ 2016 B®

Bsk  C¸ Pmk©õÚz vmh[
PøÍ öPõskÁμ •¯Ø]

@ © Ø ö P õ Ò Í ¨ £ m h @ £ õ x ,

Ámhõμ ©UPÒ öÁSsk GÊ¢x
ukzx {Özv¯x J¸  Áμ»õØ

Ö¨§ºÁ©õÚ {PÌa]¯õS®.

ÂÁPõμ®
|õhõÐ©ßÓzvØS

öŒÀ¾®

¦UQm ¤¢uõ[ öuõSv

|õhõÐ©ßÓ EÖ¨¤Úº @£õ[
S# ¾ß  C[SÒÍ ©UPÎß

@£õμõmhzvØS uÚx Buμ

ÂøÚ öu›ÂzxÒÍõº. CÆ
ÂÁPõμ® öuõhº¤À CÆÁmhõμ

©UPÒ  ÁÇUS  öuõk¨ £uØS

EuÄ® Ásn® |õhõÐ©ßÓ
EÖ¨¤Úº 5,000 öÁÒÎ |ß

öPõøh u¸ÁuõP ÁõUSÖv

¯ÎzxÒÍõº.

∏´flEÁ™Ô”¬z ́ Vbk› yÏ° ƒˆBVÔ ÷Ú¬ÔVm
@Põ»õ»®§º, iŒ. 8&
HuõÁx J¸ ¤μa]øÚ

GßÓõÀ μõqÁzvß ‰»©õP

wºÄ Põnõ©À Aø©v @£a”U
PÎß ‰»©õP wºÄ Põn @Ás

k®. Axuõß ©@»]¯õÂß

öPõÒøP¯õP C¸UQÓx GßÖ
¤μu©º hz@uõÿ Cì©õ°À

Œ¨› ¯õU@Põ¨ TÔÚõº.

BÚõÀ ©ÝUS»zvØS
GvμõP AhUS•øÓPÐ®

Áß•øÓPÐ® PmhÂÌzx

Âh¨£mhõÀ Aøu £õºzx

GßÓõº  AÁº.
@|ØÖ @Põ»õ»®§›À

@PõÂm&19 öuõØÖ @|õ#US

¤¢øu¯ ©@»]¯ öÁÎ²ÓÄU
öPõÒøP öuõhº£õP

|øhö£ØÓ {PÌa]°À P»¢x

öPõsk @£]¯@£õx AÁº
CÆÁõÖ öu›Âzuõº.

öÁÎ²ÓÄ Aø©aŒº

øŒ¦iß A¨xÀ»õ, xøn
¯ø©aŒº P©õ¸iß BQ@¯õ¸®

C¢u {PÌa]°À P»¢x öPõs

hÚº. öÁÎ|õkPÎß EÒ

ÂÁPõμ[PÎÀ uø»°hU
Thõx Gß£xuõß ©@»]¯õ

Âß öPõÒøP.

Ax öuõhº¢x {ø»|õm
h¨£k® GßÓõº Œ¨›.

©ØÓ |õkPÎß ußÚõm]

E›ø©, ”u¢vμ®, ¤μ@uŒ
E›ø© BQ¯ÁØøÓ ©@»]¯õ

öuõhº¢x ©vzx Á¸®.

HuõÁx J¸ ¤μa]øÚ
GßÓõÀ Aøu Aø©v¨ @£a]ß

‰»©õPzuõß wºUP @Ásk®

GßÖ® AÁº TÔÚõº.
©@»]¯õ Aø©v¯õP C¸UPõx.

Gvº¨¦U SμÀ öPõkUS®

\[≈›][ ƒJÔ ºƒÁk¬z >ÁÈE≈Õ>
@Põ»õ»®§º, iŒ. 8&

Œ•uõ¯® Œõº¢u |»ÝUPõP

A¸® £o¯õØÔ Á¸® ©@»]¯
öÁmk©μ ©ßÓzvØS CSR Ma-
laysia Â¸x ÁÇ[Q £õμõm

h¨£mkÒÍx.
@PõÂm&19 ö£¸¢öuõØÖ

Põ»PmhzvÀ Œ‰P ö£õÖ¨

øÚ ^›¯ •øÓ°À @©Ø
öPõsk® }izu {ø»¯õÚ

”ØÖa‹ÇÀ @©®£õmiØS

ÂzvmkÁ¸® ©@»]¯
öÁmk©μ ©ßÓzvØS E›¯

A[RPõμ® Qmi²ÒÍx.

©@»]¯ ©PÎº ©ØÖ®
Sk®£ @©®£õmk Aø©a]ß

BuμÄhß FhP {ÖÁÚ©õÚ

CSR Malaysia CzuøP¯
A[RPõμ {PÌa]US HØ£õk

öŒ#xÒÍx.

öÁmk©μ ©ßÓzvß Œõº¤À
Auß uø»Áº íäáõ @|õ›hõ

³@Œõ¨ CÆ Â¸vøÚ ö£ØÓõº.

CÆÂ¸x G[PÐUS Kº CÛ¯
Avºa]¯õP Aø©¢xÒÍx

∂´ƒV∫Ô sÚm

QÓÁºPÐUS EuÄ® Pμ[PÍõP

ÂÍ[S® ÁøP°À ©@»]¯

öÁmk ©μ ©ßÓ® uÚx |h
ÁiUøPPøÍ²® {PÌÄPøÍ

²® ¤μzv@¯P©õP ÁiÁø©z

xÒÍx. öÁmk©μ ©ßÓzvß
CSR Malaysia uø»Áº hz@uõ

B º . μ õ @ á ¢ v μ Û h ª ¸ ¢ x
CÆÂ¸øu íäáõ @|õ›hõ

ö£ØÓõº.

£»ßPÒ Œ•uõ¯zvØS
v¸¨¤ @Œμmk® GßÓ

vmhzvß RÌ ©@»]¯

öÁmk©μ ©ßÓ® ©ØÖ®
öÁmk©μ öuõÈÀxøÓ²®

Ph¢uõsk  ö©õzu® 1,158,950

öÁÒÎ |ßöPõøh¯õP u¢ux.
2021B® Bsk |Á®£º 22

B® @uv¯ßÖ HØ£mh vjº

öÁÒÍzuõÀ A®£õ[ £Sv°À
600US® @©Ø£mh Si°¸¨

£õÍºPÒ £õv¨¦USÒÍõQÚº.

CÁºPÐUS EuÄ® Ásn®
íäáõ @|õ›hõ •Uuõ¸®

ö»®£õ öá¯õ Œmh©ßÓ

EÖ¨¤Úº íÛŒõ uÀ BÂh®
50,000 öÁÒÎ |ßöPõøh¯õP
J¨£øhzuÚº.

GßÓõº AÁº.
©@»]¯ öÁmk©μ ©ßÓ®

BØÔ Á¸® A›¯ £oPÒ

SÔzx £»º AÔ¯õ©À C¸UP
»õ®. öÁmk©μz öuõÈÀ ÁÍºa

]US £õk£k® ©ßÓzvß

ÁºzuP AqS•øÓ¯õÚx ©UP

ÐUPõÚ £›ÄªUP vmhzøu
²® EÒÍhUQ²ÒÍx. CSR GßÓ

Œ•uõ¯® Œõº¢u ö£õÖ¨¤øÚ

Cx EÒÍhUQ²ÒÍx.
@PõÂm&19 ö£¸¢ öuõØÖ CSR
£oPøÍ Awu •UQ¯zxÁ®

JßÓõP BUQÂmhx. ]μ©¨£k

@Põ»õ»®§º, iŒ. 8&

EnÁP[PÎ¾® Põ¨¤U

PøhPÎ¾® ©x£õÚ[PøÍ
ÂØP @Ásk® GßÓõÀ ©x£õÚ

ÂØ£øÚUPõÚ ¦v¯ E›©zøu

ö£Ó @Ásk® GßÖ ÂvUP¨
£mi¸¢u EzuμÄ «mkU

öPõÒÍ¨£kQÓx.

©õ{» AμŒõ[P[PÐUS®
Fμõm] ©ßÓ A¾Á»P[PÐU

S® Cx öuõhº£õP HØöPÚ@Á

ÂvUP¨£mi¸¢u EzuμÄ
«mkU öPõÒÍ¨£kÁuõP

@£õUSÁμzx Aø©aŒ¸® ©^Œ

uø»Á¸©õÚ hz@uõÿ Ã Põ
]@¯õ[ öu›Âzuõº. ¥º Em£h

Cuμ ©x£õÚ[PøÍ ÂØ£øÚ

öŒ#¯ @Ásk® GßÓõÀ ¦v
uõP ©x£õÚ ÂØ£øÚ E›

\m√V™ su√Á™¬z A]B cˆ\\V?
c›>´° ÁÔs¶©√‚¶m

GßÖ® AÁºPÒ TÔÚº.

uØ@£õx AvPõμzxÁ A¾
ÁÀ Põμn©õP ][P¨§¸US

£¯n® @©ØöPõsi¸UQßÓ

{v¯ø©aŒº öu[S éL¨¸À
Aêøé @|ØÖ uÛ¨£mh

•øÓ°À øP¨@£] Áõ°»õP

CxSÔzx öuõhº¦ öPõsk
@£]¯uõP Ã Põ ]@¯õ[

öu›Âzuõº.EnÁP ©ØÖ®

Põ¨¤U PøhUPõμºPÎß
Av¸¨v SÔzx öu›Âz@uß.

GÚx ÂÍUPzøu HØÖU

öPõshõº. EhÚi¯õP AÁº
”[P C»õPõÂØS u©x

{v¯ø©a]ß ‰»©õP Kº

EzuμøÁ ¤Ó¨¤zuõº.
AußÁÈ ©x£õÚ

ÂØ£øÚU PõÚ ¦v¯ E›©zøu

ö£Ó @Ásk® GßÖ EzuμÄ
«mkU öPõÒÍ¨£mhx GßÖ

Ã Põ ]@¯õ[ TÔÚõº.

©zøu ö£Ó @Ásk®. &Akz

uõsk áÚÁ› 1B®@uv Cx

A©¾US Á¸QÓx GßÖ
”[PzxøÓ EzuμÂmi¸¢ux.

Cuß ÁÈ A¢u E›©zøu

ö£Ó @Ásk® GßÓõÀ
BskUS 840 öÁÒÎ •uÀ

1,320 öÁÒÎ Áøμ Pmhn©õP

öŒ¾zu @Ásk® GßÖ®
PøhUPõμºPÐUS EzuμÄ

¤Ó¨¤UP¨£mi¸¢ux. 1977B®

BskP»õÀ Œmh Âv•øÓ
°ß RÌ C¢u EzuμÄ ¤Ó¨

¤UP¨£kÁuõP ”[P C»õPõ

öu›Âzux.
CuØS £» uμ¨¤Úº SÔ¨

£õP Põ¨¤U Pøh E›ø©¯õÍº

PÒ Gvº¨¦ öu›ÂzuÚº.
@PõÂm&19 öuõØÖ Põμn©õP

|õ[PÒ ö£¸® £õv¨ø£ Gvº

@|õUQU öPõsi¸UQ@Óõ®.
C¢{ø»°À ¦v¯ EzuμÄ

G[PÎß {v {ø»ø©ø¯

@©¾® @©õŒ©øh¯a öŒ#²®
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Honda City Hatchback unveiled
Highly anticipated model set to win hearts with trendsetting features

KUALA LUMPUR: The highly

anticipated, all-new Honda City

Hatchback is finally here aftermore

than a month of teasers.

More than 2,000 bookings for the

five-door hatchback had been

secured even before the launch,

said Honda Malaysia managing

director and chief executive officer

Madoka Chujo.

“This new model will be the

trendsetter with its first-in-segment

advanced technology, premium fea-

tures, versatility with Ultra Seats

configurations andmost important-

ly, it will be absolutely fun to drive,”

she said yesterday.

The City Hatchback is based on

the fifth-generation City sedan,

which was introduced in October

last year.

Chujo said over 380,000 units of

the City had been sold in Malaysia

since the introduction of the sec-

ond-generation City in 2002.

“Today, Honda Malaysia is set to

create another key milestone, offer-

ing the popular City model in a

hatchback body type.

“Over the years and generations,

the City has evolved into one of

Malaysia’smostfavouriteB-segment

sedans,” she said, adding that the

company was targeting to sell 1,000

units of the hatchback everymonth.

Featuring a sporty design, the

new compact model comes with an

array of convenience and safety

equipment and is aimed at younger

users.

The car also comes with sound-

absorbing materials to reduce inte-

rior noise and has a luggage space

of 289 litres.

The City Hatchback is offered in

four variants: S, E, V and RS e:HEV

hybrid.

The S, E and V variants are

equipped with a 1.5-litre dual cam-

shaft i-VTEC engine which has a

continuous variable transmission.

The RS e:HEV hybrid comes with

a 1.5-litre Atkinson cycle dual cam-

shaft i-VTEC engine coupled to an

e-CVT transmission and an electric

motor.

The hybrid powertrain delivers a

new level of driving experience

with seamless and smooth accelera-

tion as well as excellent fuel effi-

ciency, the company said.

A main draw of the City

Hatchback is the 4-Modes versatile

Ultra Seats that can be configured

into Utility, Long, Tall or Refresh

modes.

The Ultra Seats, which were pop-

ularised by the Honda Jazz model,

allows owners to use various

modes to maximise luggage carry-

ing capacity.

The flagship RS e:HEV comes

with a gloss black front grille, solid

wing and door mirrors for a two-

toned body colour expression.

Both the RS e:HEV and V variants

also feature LED Headlights with

LED Daytime Running Lights (DRL),

LED front fog lights, tailgate spoiler,

LED rear combination lights and

16-inch alloy wheels.

The RS e:HEV is fitted with red-

stitched Ultrasuede seats, the V var-

iant gets leather seats while the S

and E come with fabric seats.

The RS e:HEV, V and E variants

are also equipped with an eight-

inch Display Audio with Apple

CarPlay and Android Auto Con-

nectivity, automatic air-condition-

ing, two USB ports and a remote

engine start feature that allows

owners to remotely turn on the

engine and air-conditioning before

entering the car.

In addition, the RS e:HEV and V

variants also have Honda Lane

Watch, a first in its segment for safe-

ty, which uses camera-based safety

technology to monitor the rear left

side of the vehicle for oncoming

vehicles.

Aside from rear air-conditioner

ventilation and electric parking

brake, the RS e:HEV comes with the

Honda Sensing suite of driver assis-

tance safety system that includes

Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC),

Collision Mitigation Braking System

(CMBS), Forward Collision Warning

(FCW), Lane Keep Assist System

(LKAS), Road Departure Mitigation

(RDM), Lane Departure Warning

(LDW) and Auto High Beam (AHB).

The RS e:HEV is also the second

model in Honda Malaysia’s line-up,

after the City sedan RS e:HEV, to

feature the Honda Connect which

allows owners to access vehicle

diagnostics, remote applications,

security applications, vehicle track-

ing and support services through a

smartphone application.

Other standard safety features

for all variants are Vehicle Stability

Assist, Anti-lock Braking System,

Electronic BrakeDistribution, Brake

Assist, Emergency Stop Signal, Hill

Start Assist, rear seat Isofix i-size

type and rear seatbelt reminder.

Available colours for the RS

e:HEV are Platinum White Pearl

and the new Ignite RedMetallic and

newMeteoroid Gray Metallic.

Buyers of the S,E and V can

choose from the three colours as

well as Lunar Silver Metallic and

Crystal Black Pearl.

While bookings for the City

Hatchback can bemade at all Honda

outlets, the model will only be avail-

able in showrooms next year.

The S, E and V variants are avail-

able immediately and priced at

RM75,670, RM83,080 and RM87,860

respectively. Prices are on-the-road

without insurance but includes

sales tax exemption.

The RS e:HEV is only available

early next year with the price to be

announced closer to the delivery

period.

Brand new wheels: Chujo (right) with Honda Malaysia president and

chief operating officer Sarly Adle Sarkum at the launch of the Honda City

Hatchback. — GLENN GUAN/The Star

WITH the gradual recovery of the

economies of countries around the

globe, theMalaysianTimberCouncil

(MTC) is poised to capitalise on new

growth opportunities arising from

the paradigm shift caused by the

Covid-19 pandemic.

“In general, the current market

presents unprecedented and dis-

tinct opportunities in terms of con-

sumer products for the West and

industrial products for the East,”

said MTC East Asia, Europe and

Americas international business

development division director Tan

Ting Wai.

He explained that governments

in the West are giving out sizeable

cash relief, which has led to rising

demand for consumer products;

while countries in the East are seiz-

ing on the “golden opportunity” in

demand from their western coun-

terparts to produce, thus requiring

raw materials and industrial prod-

ucts from the timber industry.

> East Asia

In the first three quarters of this

year, China’s gross domestic prod-

uct (GDP) grew by 9.8% year-on-

year, reaching 82.31 trillion yuan

(RM54.25tril). It is forecasted to

reach 8% this year.

Meanwhile, Japan is forecasted to

see a 2.5% growth rate for the 2022

fiscal year, with its GDP likely to

recover to pre-Covid-19 peak levels

between April and June.

“With domestic Covid-19 resur-

gence from time to time, China’s

economic recovery will be uneven

and unstable but shows a growing

or recovery trend as a whole,” he

said, adding that both China and

Japan’s export figures are also

showing an encouraging trend this

year.

He shared that there are opportu-

nities in supplying value-added

semi-finished and finished products

like outdoor furniture to China.

He added, “As the raw material

price is increasing alongside ship-

ment cost, the production cost in

China is rising.

“In addition, as the environmen-

tal protection regulations are

becoming stricter, the manufactur-

ing industry in China is facing lots

of challenges and a joint venture

with overseasmanufacturers is pre-

ferred, especially for the prelimi-

nary processes.”

> Americas

A major market for Malaysian

furniture, the United States (US)

represented 47.8% of total Malay-

sian furniture exports last year,

fuelled by vibrant home building

and remodelling activities since the

start of the pandemic. This trend

will continue with more potential

for growth in 2022, Tan said.

The future housing and home

furnishings market will mostly be

driven by Generation Zs andmillen-

nials purchasing new homes, hence

increasing the demand for exterior

and interior home furnishings.

Existing homeowners will also

follow the same pattern, which will

lead to remodelling activity propel-

ling demand for tropical hardwood,

especially for residential construc-

tion and renovations.

“The furniture market is expect-

ed to be good in the US. It is believed

thatwoodmaterialswill continue to

be a sought-after material for US

homebuyers, as business is being

primarily fuelled by vibrant home

building and remodelling activity.

Tan also said that there is good

demand for residential moulding,

decking, commercial millwork,

flooring and furniture. Makers of

stairs and stair parts are also pur-

chasing steady volumes of tropical

hardwood.

> Europe

Meanwhile, Europe’s GDP is esti-

mated to grow by 4.4% in 2021 and

3.8% in 2022, with huge demand for

timber that is coloured by the cli-

mate debate and the trend towards

local and ecological products.

Construction across the continent

is set to grow by 4.1% in 2021, 3.4%

in 2022 and 2.4% in 2023 to reach

an annual market value of €1.73
trillion. Residential building is fore-

casted to grow by 4.7% and civil

engineering by 5.2% this year.

Malaysia’s market share for trop-

ical timber has dropped, in part due

to supply issues in Malaysia during

the various movement control

orders and compoundedbya severe

lack of shipping containers.

Noting that the market potential

of this region can be improved if

European requirements are met, he

said that there are many opportuni-

ties for Malaysian timber compa-

nies to supply all types of furniture,

sawn timber, laminated scantling

and mouldings.

While Germany, the Netherlands,

Belgium, United Kingdom and Italy

have been traditional markets for

Malaysian timber and timber prod-

ucts, MTC is also working on

expanding its efforts to new poten-

tial markets such as Poland and

Greece, among others.

“Another potential area for

growth is the Paris Olympics 2024

where neighbouring countries are

seizing this opportunity on the

expected surge of tourists to the

region,” Tan explained.

He added that Malaysian timber

companies can tap into the opportu-

nity to supply buildingmaterials for

the construction of the Olympic

structures and facilities if their sup-

ply of timber is certified by the

Forest Stewardship Council.

Challenges to overcome

For the East Asia and Americas

market, the challenges lie in ensur-

ing a steady supply and sufficient

labour and grabbing opportunities

at the right time amidst the possible

resurgence of Covid-19 that could

likely disrupt production at facto-

ries.

Conversely, for the European

market, the challenge is in market

access. With the European Com-

mission set to review the effective-

ness and impact of existing regula-

tions, various countries across the

continent are implementing their

respective regulations to govern the

efficient usage of resources in the

move towards a clean and sustaina-

ble circular economy that will

restore biodiversity and reduce pol-

lution.

Tan advised, “With today’s fast-

changing trends and fashion, the

Malaysian timber industry players

need to proactively communicate

with their buyers.

“As windows of opportunity can

be small, companies had better

encourage their staff to take the

vaccine and increase the vaccina-

tion rate, as well as improve the

standard operating procedures so

that production is not hindered.”

To tap into the opportunities

present in the East Asia, Americas

and Europe markets, the Malaysian

timber companies are encouraged

to participate in activities organised

by MTC, such as trade exhibitions

and trade missions for business vis-

its, to further enhance Malaysia’s

presence in these markets.

Over the years, MTC has also

introduced various programmes

that align with the Government’s

direction to shift Malaysia up the

global supply value chain, as well as

exploring markets with new poten-

tial.

“Automation especially plays an

essential part in translating these

efforts into actual outcome.

“With technological advance-

ment, it will strengthen Malaysia’s

presence to a higher level with

more competitive advantages on

the global stage,” Tan said.

CENTRED ON MARKET POTENTIAL TO BOOST TIMBER EXPORTS

MTC to unlock the potential and prospects of timber exports across East Asia, Americas and Europe

While opportunities are available,

Malaysian timber companies must

be able to capitalise on them in a

timely manner, said Tan.
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KUALA LUMPUR: The highly

anticipated, all-new Honda City

Hatchback is finally here aftermore

than a month of teasers.

More than 2,000 bookings for the

five-door hatchback had been

secured even before the launch,

said Honda Malaysia managing

director and chief executive officer

Madoka Chujo.

“This new model will be the

trendsetter with its first-in-segment

advanced technology, premium fea-

tures, versatility with Ultra Seats

configurations andmost important-

ly, it will be absolutely fun to drive,”

she said yesterday.

The City Hatchback is based on

the fifth-generation City sedan,

which was introduced in October

last year.

Chujo said over 380,000 units of

the City had been sold in Malaysia

since the introduction of the sec-

ond-generation City in 2002.

“Today, Honda Malaysia is set to

create another key milestone, offer-

ing the popular City model in a

hatchback body type.

“Over the years and generations,

the City has evolved into one of

Malaysia’smostfavouriteB-segment

sedans,” she said, adding that the

company was targeting to sell 1,000

units of the hatchback everymonth.

Featuring a sporty design, the

new compact model comes with an

array of convenience and safety

equipment and is aimed at younger

users.

The car also comes with sound-

absorbing materials to reduce inte-

rior noise and has a luggage space

of 289 litres.

The City Hatchback is offered in

four variants: S, E, V and RS e:HEV

hybrid.

The S, E and V variants are

equipped with a 1.5-litre dual cam-

shaft i-VTEC engine which has a

continuous variable transmission.

The RS e:HEV hybrid comes with

a 1.5-litre Atkinson cycle dual cam-

shaft i-VTEC engine coupled to an

e-CVT transmission and an electric

motor.

The hybrid powertrain delivers a

new level of driving experience

with seamless and smooth accelera-

tion as well as excellent fuel effi-

ciency, the company said.

A main draw of the City

Hatchback is the 4-Modes versatile

Ultra Seats that can be configured

into Utility, Long, Tall or Refresh

modes.

The Ultra Seats, which were pop-

ularised by the Honda Jazz model,

allows owners to use various

modes to maximise luggage carry-

ing capacity.

The flagship RS e:HEV comes

with a gloss black front grille, solid

wing and door mirrors for a two-

toned body colour expression.

Both the RS e:HEV and V variants

also feature LED Headlights with

LED Daytime Running Lights (DRL),

LED front fog lights, tailgate spoiler,

LED rear combination lights and

16-inch alloy wheels.

The RS e:HEV is fitted with red-

stitched Ultrasuede seats, the V var-

iant gets leather seats while the S

and E come with fabric seats.

The RS e:HEV, V and E variants

are also equipped with an eight-

inch Display Audio with Apple

CarPlay and Android Auto Con-

nectivity, automatic air-condition-

ing, two USB ports and a remote

engine start feature that allows

owners to remotely turn on the

engine and air-conditioning before

entering the car.

In addition, the RS e:HEV and V

variants also have Honda Lane

Watch, a first in its segment for safe-

ty, which uses camera-based safety

technology to monitor the rear left

side of the vehicle for oncoming

vehicles.

Aside from rear air-conditioner

ventilation and electric parking

brake, the RS e:HEV comes with the

Honda Sensing suite of driver assis-

tance safety system that includes

Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC),

Collision Mitigation Braking System

(CMBS), Forward Collision Warning

(FCW), Lane Keep Assist System

(LKAS), Road Departure Mitigation

(RDM), Lane Departure Warning

(LDW) and Auto High Beam (AHB).

The RS e:HEV is also the second

model in Honda Malaysia’s line-up,

after the City sedan RS e:HEV, to

feature the Honda Connect which

allows owners to access vehicle

diagnostics, remote applications,

security applications, vehicle track-

ing and support services through a

smartphone application.

Other standard safety features

for all variants are Vehicle Stability

Assist, Anti-lock Braking System,

Electronic BrakeDistribution, Brake

Assist, Emergency Stop Signal, Hill

Start Assist, rear seat Isofix i-size

type and rear seatbelt reminder.

Available colours for the RS

e:HEV are Platinum White Pearl

and the new Ignite RedMetallic and

newMeteoroid Gray Metallic.

Buyers of the S,E and V can

choose from the three colours as

well as Lunar Silver Metallic and

Crystal Black Pearl.

While bookings for the City

Hatchback can bemade at all Honda

outlets, the model will only be avail-

able in showrooms next year.

The S, E and V variants are avail-

able immediately and priced at

RM75,670, RM83,080 and RM87,860

respectively. Prices are on-the-road

without insurance but includes

sales tax exemption.

The RS e:HEV is only available

early next year with the price to be

announced closer to the delivery

period.

Brand new wheels: Chujo (right) with Honda Malaysia president and

chief operating officer Sarly Adle Sarkum at the launch of the Honda City

Hatchback. — GLENN GUAN/The Star

WITH the gradual recovery of the

economies of countries around the

globe, theMalaysianTimberCouncil

(MTC) is poised to capitalise on new

growth opportunities arising from

the paradigm shift caused by the

Covid-19 pandemic.

“In general, the current market

presents unprecedented and dis-

tinct opportunities in terms of con-

sumer products for the West and

industrial products for the East,”

said MTC East Asia, Europe and

Americas international business

development division director Tan

Ting Wai.

He explained that governments

in the West are giving out sizeable

cash relief, which has led to rising

demand for consumer products;

while countries in the East are seiz-

ing on the “golden opportunity” in

demand from their western coun-

terparts to produce, thus requiring

raw materials and industrial prod-

ucts from the timber industry.

> East Asia

In the first three quarters of this

year, China’s gross domestic prod-

uct (GDP) grew by 9.8% year-on-

year, reaching 82.31 trillion yuan

(RM54.25tril). It is forecasted to

reach 8% this year.

Meanwhile, Japan is forecasted to

see a 2.5% growth rate for the 2022

fiscal year, with its GDP likely to

recover to pre-Covid-19 peak levels

between April and June.

“With domestic Covid-19 resur-

gence from time to time, China’s

economic recovery will be uneven

and unstable but shows a growing

or recovery trend as a whole,” he

said, adding that both China and

Japan’s export figures are also

showing an encouraging trend this

year.

He shared that there are opportu-

nities in supplying value-added

semi-finished and finished products

like outdoor furniture to China.

He added, “As the raw material

price is increasing alongside ship-

ment cost, the production cost in

China is rising.

“In addition, as the environmen-

tal protection regulations are

becoming stricter, the manufactur-

ing industry in China is facing lots

of challenges and a joint venture

with overseasmanufacturers is pre-

ferred, especially for the prelimi-

nary processes.”

> Americas

A major market for Malaysian

furniture, the United States (US)

represented 47.8% of total Malay-

sian furniture exports last year,

fuelled by vibrant home building

and remodelling activities since the

start of the pandemic. This trend

will continue with more potential

for growth in 2022, Tan said.

The future housing and home

furnishings market will mostly be

driven by Generation Zs andmillen-

nials purchasing new homes, hence

increasing the demand for exterior

and interior home furnishings.

Existing homeowners will also

follow the same pattern, which will

lead to remodelling activity propel-

ling demand for tropical hardwood,

especially for residential construc-

tion and renovations.

“The furniture market is expect-

ed to be good in the US. It is believed

thatwoodmaterialswill continue to

be a sought-after material for US

homebuyers, as business is being

primarily fuelled by vibrant home

building and remodelling activity.

Tan also said that there is good

demand for residential moulding,

decking, commercial millwork,

flooring and furniture. Makers of

stairs and stair parts are also pur-

chasing steady volumes of tropical

hardwood.

> Europe

Meanwhile, Europe’s GDP is esti-

mated to grow by 4.4% in 2021 and

3.8% in 2022, with huge demand for

timber that is coloured by the cli-

mate debate and the trend towards

local and ecological products.

Construction across the continent

is set to grow by 4.1% in 2021, 3.4%

in 2022 and 2.4% in 2023 to reach

an annual market value of €1.73
trillion. Residential building is fore-

casted to grow by 4.7% and civil

engineering by 5.2% this year.

Malaysia’s market share for trop-

ical timber has dropped, in part due

to supply issues in Malaysia during

the various movement control

orders and compoundedbya severe

lack of shipping containers.

Noting that the market potential

of this region can be improved if

European requirements are met, he

said that there are many opportuni-

ties for Malaysian timber compa-

nies to supply all types of furniture,

sawn timber, laminated scantling

and mouldings.

While Germany, the Netherlands,

Belgium, United Kingdom and Italy

have been traditional markets for

Malaysian timber and timber prod-

ucts, MTC is also working on

expanding its efforts to new poten-

tial markets such as Poland and

Greece, among others.

“Another potential area for

growth is the Paris Olympics 2024

where neighbouring countries are

seizing this opportunity on the

expected surge of tourists to the

region,” Tan explained.

He added that Malaysian timber

companies can tap into the opportu-

nity to supply buildingmaterials for

the construction of the Olympic

structures and facilities if their sup-

ply of timber is certified by the

Forest Stewardship Council.

Challenges to overcome

For the East Asia and Americas

market, the challenges lie in ensur-

ing a steady supply and sufficient

labour and grabbing opportunities

at the right time amidst the possible

resurgence of Covid-19 that could

likely disrupt production at facto-

ries.

Conversely, for the European

market, the challenge is in market

access. With the European Com-

mission set to review the effective-

ness and impact of existing regula-

tions, various countries across the

continent are implementing their

respective regulations to govern the

efficient usage of resources in the

move towards a clean and sustaina-

ble circular economy that will

restore biodiversity and reduce pol-

lution.

Tan advised, “With today’s fast-

changing trends and fashion, the

Malaysian timber industry players

need to proactively communicate

with their buyers.

“As windows of opportunity can

be small, companies had better

encourage their staff to take the

vaccine and increase the vaccina-

tion rate, as well as improve the

standard operating procedures so

that production is not hindered.”

To tap into the opportunities

present in the East Asia, Americas

and Europe markets, the Malaysian

timber companies are encouraged

to participate in activities organised

by MTC, such as trade exhibitions

and trade missions for business vis-

its, to further enhance Malaysia’s

presence in these markets.

Over the years, MTC has also

introduced various programmes

that align with the Government’s

direction to shift Malaysia up the

global supply value chain, as well as

exploring markets with new poten-

tial.

“Automation especially plays an

essential part in translating these

efforts into actual outcome.

“With technological advance-

ment, it will strengthen Malaysia’s

presence to a higher level with

more competitive advantages on

the global stage,” Tan said.

CENTRED ON MARKET POTENTIAL TO BOOST TIMBER EXPORTS

MTC to unlock the potential and prospects of timber exports across East Asia, Americas and Europe

While opportunities are available,

Malaysian timber companies must

be able to capitalise on them in a

timely manner, said Tan.
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MTC wins best Government Council Award for
sustainability and CSR
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(From left) Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) corporate communications division manager Azmir Husni Mohamed Nor, MTC chief executive ofcer Muhtar Suhaili,
MTC chairman Norrida Yusoff and its corporate communications division director Noraihan Abdul Rahman, represented the council to receive the award at the
Sustainability and CSR Malaysia Awards 2021 event.

KUALA LUMPUR: The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) was awarded the “Government Council of the Year Award for Outstanding

Community Support” at the Sustainability and CSR Malaysia Awards 2021.

Organised by CSR Malaysia, a media company, with the support of the Women, Family and Community Development Ministry, MTC was

recognised for its outstanding Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives to its stakeholders, the community in which it operates in as

well as its commitment towards sustainable environmental development.

Receiving the award on behalf of the council was MTC chairman Norrida Yusoff who said that the award comes off as a pleasant surprise.

“Many people have been rather unaware of what MTC has been doing over the years. As the development and promotional arm of the timber

industry, MTC’s business approach has always been one that is holistic towards CSR and sustainable development,” Norrida said.

She shared that the harsh scenarios stamping from the Covid-19 pandemic made CSR all the more important and MTC had speci�cally �ne-

tuned its programmes and activities to help needy groups.

Norrida received the award from CSR Malaysia chairman Datuk R. Rajendran. Also present at the event were MTC chief executive of�cer

Muhtar Suhaili.
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DATA-DRIVEN INSIGHTS TO POWER INDUSTRY GROWTH

MTC leverages data and analysis to drive greater value for optimal impact

WITH the timber industry being

the third largest export contribu-

tor in Malaysia’s agri-commodity

sector, the Malaysian Timber

Council (MTC) has a pivotal role in

safeguarding the interests of the

timber industry, as it continues to

strengthen the industry’s presence

in the global timber arena.

Since the Covid-19 pandemic hit

in 2020, the council has unerringly

restrategised and revamped its

programmes to initiate transfor-

mation for the industry.

This is in order to bring the tim-

ber industry to greater heights by

building it to be more resilient,

sustainable and modernised, said

MTC strategic planning division

director Lau Li Har.

In line with that objective, MTC

has organised various industry

and business development pro-

grammes in its continuing efforts

to strengthen and expand the

industry to be more competitive

globally.

A vital element in ensuring the

effectiveness of these pro-

grammes, she stressed, is trade

information and data analysis,

which MTC has been strengthen-

ing since 2020.

Impactful programmes

While the importance of digital-

isation and e-commerce has

become more apparent during the

height of the Covid-19 pandemic, it

is necessary to first identify the

problem before implementing

suitable programmes and digital

solutions for the increased com-

petitiveness and growth of timber

companies.

As such, MTC commissioned a

study in 2020 to examine the level

of ICT adoption by the Malaysian

timber and timber product com-

panies, which resulted in the

launch of the MTC Digital

Marketing Entrepreneurship

Programme (DMEP) this year.

In addition, 17 digital marketing

webinars have been organised

continuously throughout the year,

alongside introducing other new

programmes.

Another key challenge faced by

timber companies is the heavy

administrative burden, in terms of

compliance with various acts and

regulations in their operations.

In hopes of lowering such oper-

ational barriers, MTC commis-

sioned a study this year to offer

transparency for the existing tim-

ber businesses and potential

investors into the industry on reg-

ulatory requirements set at the

federal, state and municipal lev-

els.

“As a follow-up for the study on

license and permit requirements,

MTC is in the midst of setting up a

one-stop information portal to

publish the study’s findings as

easy reference for the industry

and the public alike,” she revealed.

She added that the one-stop

information portal is planned to

be completed by 2022.

To learn from the lessons of the

pandemic among other trade dis-

ruptions, Lau said that MTC has

also conducted a study to identify

the constraints, challenges and

barriers faced by the Malaysian

timber industry, as well as pin-

point aspects for consideration in

establishing a robust supply chain

moving forward.

Setting the right direction

The market intelligence collect-

ed, analysed and disseminated by

MTC is also crucial for the

Government to make data-driven

decisions for the industry, Lau

explained.

Such decisions range from bilat-

eral and multilateral trade negoti-

ations by Malaysia and its trade

partners to regulation and indus-

try blueprint drafting processes,

as well as government incentives

and non-tariff barrier issues.

For instance, MTC has contribut-

ed to the country’s bilateral com-

munications with over 20 trade

partners and the formulation of

the National Agricommodity

Policy 2021-2030.

Aside from commissioning stud-

ies, it actively manages issues

impacting the development of the

timber industry, which could

potentially damage the viability

and competitiveness of the

Malaysian timber industry in the

international market.

With 2022 expected to be anoth-

er challenging year for the timber

industry in its recovery stage, the

timber industry is nevertheless

expected to remain resilient.

It will be fueled by the ongoing

global supply shortage of timber

products, the resumption of con-

struction projects and private con-

sumption in major export mar-

kets.

Among the opportunities, Lau

pointed out the rising importance

of environmental, social and gov-

ernance (ESG) considerations and

the circular economy in the tim-

ber industry, for the purpose of

market access to domestic and

international markets.

MTC is exploring the viability of

establishing an ESG template for

the timber industry, as it foresees

increased interest and demand

not only for certified timber prod-

ucts, but also other ESG and other

sustainability factors gaining

more traction as a factor for mar-

ket access to Europe and beyond.

There is also more room for

export growth in value-added tim-

ber products, especially wooden

furniture, against the backdrop of

the ongoing United States-China

trade tensions and China’s energy

crisis and emission crackdown for

the manufacturing sector.

To capitalise on new opportuni-

ties, MTC is analysing the pockets

of potential growth and risks of

timber importing countries in its

database, which will serve as a

guide for MTC’s annual budget,

programmes and activities plan-

ning.

“MTC will continue building and

strengthening its database of mar-

ket and industry information to

unlock a wealth of information

useful for the organisation, indus-

try and Government to make

data-driven plans and decisions,”

she said.

These are among MTC’s efforts

to drive the timber industry’s sus-

tainable growth, as part of its five-

year roadmap.

Another recent MTC initiative to

recognise the contributions and

progress of timber companies is

the MTC Malaysian Timber

Industry Awards 2022, which is

now open for applications until

Nov 30.

Scan the QR code for more infor-

mation on the awards programme.

MTC will continue building and

strengthening its database of mar-

ket and industry information to

unlock a wealth of information

useful for the organisation, indus-

try and Government to make

data-driven plans and decisions,

said Lau.

A joyful reunion, 25 years later

PETALING JAYA: Disney character, Mickey

Mouse, is synonymous with bringing smiles,

but in the case of two long-lost buddies, he

brought tears ... of joy.

Factory worker Mohd Zulnurain Abbas,

also called Olan, and lorry driver Nagarajan

Vijian, both 38, reunited at the latter’s birth-

day party in Johor recently after having lost

touch for 25 years.

In a TikTok video that has gone viral on

social media, Olan attended Nagarajan’s

birthday party in a Mickey Mouse costume to

surprise his best friend from childhood.

After Nagarajan was asked to remove

Olan’sMickeyMouse costumehead, he imme-

diately recognisedhis old pal and theyhugged

as tears of joy rolled down their cheeks.

The friendship between the two men from

different cultural backgrounds touched the

hearts of many Malaysians.

Olan said they met when they were just

two years old and living at an estate in Jasin

Lalang in Jasin, Melaka.

“Mymum– a singlemother –worked in the

estate, while Raja (Nagarajan) lived with his

grandmother in the same neighbourhood

where his grandfather was a rubber tapper.

“We were so close. I spent my time after

school at his house while his grandmother

babysat us till my mum finished work.

“Raja taught me Tamil. We used it all the

time and I’m fluent in the language until

today,” the father of four told mStar, the

Malay-language portal of Star Media Group.

Olan also remembers being whipped by

Raja’s grandmother with a rubber pipe

because they were mischievous.

“She warned us not to play in the rain, but

we still did and got drenched and dirty after

lying in the mud,” he said.

The good times came to a halt when they

were 12 years old and Raja moved to Pagoh,

Johor to live with his parents and siblings.

Olan recalled the dramatic farewell when

he chased after the taxi Raja was in with his

parents.

“I saw Raja stick his head out of the taxi

window screamingmyname. I could not real-

ly remember how far I ran or how many

times I shouted his name, but only that I

stopped when I stumbled and fell down.

“That was the last time I saw Raja,” said

Olan, who continued living in Melaka but

moved to Alor Gajah in a different district.

Olan said theywere supposed tomeet up in

January when another friend and former

estate resident, namedHema, gave him Raja’s

phone number.

“I bumped into Hema at a grocery store.

She gave me Raja’s number and since then,

we have been making plans to meet.

“However, due to the movement control

order we had to postpone our meeting,” said

Olan, who arranged the birthday surprise

with Raja’s wife.

“Raja’s birthday was on Nov 4 and coincid-

ed with Deepavali. With the help of Raja’s

wife, we ‘pranked’ him.

“I was already shedding tears under the

costume when I saw him. He still has the

same look and smile,” Olan said, adding that

his prayers to meet Raja, a dad of three, have

finally been granted.

Aw, gee, I missed you: Olan and Raja

happy to meet again after a long time.

By IWAN SHU-ASWAD SHUAIB

newsdesk@thestar.com.my

Birthday prank reunites long-lost besties
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to strengthen and expand the
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which MTC has been strengthen-
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is necessary to first identify the

problem before implementing

suitable programmes and digital

solutions for the increased com-
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of ICT adoption by the Malaysian
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panies, which resulted in the

launch of the MTC Digital
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Programme (DMEP) this year.

In addition, 17 digital marketing

webinars have been organised

continuously throughout the year,

alongside introducing other new

programmes.

Another key challenge faced by

timber companies is the heavy

administrative burden, in terms of

compliance with various acts and

regulations in their operations.

In hopes of lowering such oper-

ational barriers, MTC commis-

sioned a study this year to offer

transparency for the existing tim-

ber businesses and potential

investors into the industry on reg-

ulatory requirements set at the

federal, state and municipal lev-

els.

“As a follow-up for the study on

license and permit requirements,

MTC is in the midst of setting up a

one-stop information portal to

publish the study’s findings as

easy reference for the industry

and the public alike,” she revealed.

She added that the one-stop

information portal is planned to

be completed by 2022.

To learn from the lessons of the

pandemic among other trade dis-

ruptions, Lau said that MTC has

also conducted a study to identify

the constraints, challenges and

barriers faced by the Malaysian

timber industry, as well as pin-

point aspects for consideration in

establishing a robust supply chain

moving forward.

Setting the right direction

The market intelligence collect-

ed, analysed and disseminated by

MTC is also crucial for the

Government to make data-driven

decisions for the industry, Lau

explained.

Such decisions range from bilat-

eral and multilateral trade negoti-

ations by Malaysia and its trade

partners to regulation and indus-

try blueprint drafting processes,

as well as government incentives

and non-tariff barrier issues.

For instance, MTC has contribut-

ed to the country’s bilateral com-

munications with over 20 trade

partners and the formulation of

the National Agricommodity

Policy 2021-2030.

Aside from commissioning stud-

ies, it actively manages issues

impacting the development of the

timber industry, which could

potentially damage the viability

and competitiveness of the

Malaysian timber industry in the

international market.

With 2022 expected to be anoth-

er challenging year for the timber

industry in its recovery stage, the

timber industry is nevertheless

expected to remain resilient.

It will be fueled by the ongoing

global supply shortage of timber

products, the resumption of con-

struction projects and private con-

sumption in major export mar-

kets.

Among the opportunities, Lau

pointed out the rising importance

of environmental, social and gov-

ernance (ESG) considerations and

the circular economy in the tim-

ber industry, for the purpose of

market access to domestic and

international markets.

MTC is exploring the viability of

establishing an ESG template for

the timber industry, as it foresees

increased interest and demand

not only for certified timber prod-

ucts, but also other ESG and other

sustainability factors gaining

more traction as a factor for mar-

ket access to Europe and beyond.

There is also more room for

export growth in value-added tim-

ber products, especially wooden

furniture, against the backdrop of

the ongoing United States-China

trade tensions and China’s energy

crisis and emission crackdown for

the manufacturing sector.

To capitalise on new opportuni-

ties, MTC is analysing the pockets

of potential growth and risks of

timber importing countries in its

database, which will serve as a

guide for MTC’s annual budget,

programmes and activities plan-

ning.

“MTC will continue building and

strengthening its database of mar-

ket and industry information to

unlock a wealth of information

useful for the organisation, indus-

try and Government to make

data-driven plans and decisions,”

she said.

These are among MTC’s efforts

to drive the timber industry’s sus-

tainable growth, as part of its five-

year roadmap.
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progress of timber companies is
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now open for applications until
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mation on the awards programme.

MTC will continue building and

strengthening its database of mar-

ket and industry information to

unlock a wealth of information

useful for the organisation, indus-

try and Government to make

data-driven plans and decisions,

said Lau.

A joyful reunion, 25 years later

PETALING JAYA: Disney character, Mickey

Mouse, is synonymous with bringing smiles,

but in the case of two long-lost buddies, he

brought tears ... of joy.

Factory worker Mohd Zulnurain Abbas,

also called Olan, and lorry driver Nagarajan

Vijian, both 38, reunited at the latter’s birth-

day party in Johor recently after having lost
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“I saw Raja stick his head out of the taxi

window screamingmyname. I could not real-

ly remember how far I ran or how many

times I shouted his name, but only that I

stopped when I stumbled and fell down.

“That was the last time I saw Raja,” said

Olan, who continued living in Melaka but

moved to Alor Gajah in a different district.

Olan said theywere supposed tomeet up in

January when another friend and former

estate resident, namedHema, gave him Raja’s

phone number.

“I bumped into Hema at a grocery store.

She gave me Raja’s number and since then,

we have been making plans to meet.

“However, due to the movement control

order we had to postpone our meeting,” said

Olan, who arranged the birthday surprise

with Raja’s wife.

“Raja’s birthday was on Nov 4 and coincid-

ed with Deepavali. With the help of Raja’s

wife, we ‘pranked’ him.

“I was already shedding tears under the

costume when I saw him. He still has the

same look and smile,” Olan said, adding that

his prayers to meet Raja, a dad of three, have

finally been granted.

Aw, gee, I missed you: Olan and Raja

happy to meet again after a long time.

By IWAN SHU-ASWAD SHUAIB

newsdesk@thestar.com.my

Birthday prank reunites long-lost besties
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THE gradual return to normalcy for

countries in South Asia, the Middle

East and Africa is set to drive

demand and new trade opportuni-

ties for timber and timber-based

products.

Malaysian Timber Council (MTC)

South Asia, Middle East and Africa

international business develop-

ment division director Khairul

Anwar said that moving forward,

the council will pitch into the mar-

ket potential of specific cities, rather

than an overall region, to find the

best potential for the country’s tim-

ber players.

“We’re taking a more targeted

approach instead of a one-size-fits-

all solution, as for us in MTC, we

have to carefully recognise the

areas with the best potential for the

industry,” he said.

> South Asia

The South Asia region is forecast-

ed to grow by 7.1% in 2021 and

2022, owing to the rebound of glob-

al demand and targeted contain-

ment measures to help minimise

the economic impact of the Covid-

19 waves, thus translating to pro-

jects with a trickle-down effect for

Malaysian timber companies.

The InternationalMonetary Fund

retained India’s growth projection

of 9.5% in 2021 and 8.5% in 2022 as

a result of an increase in public

investment and incentives to boost

manufacturing.

In turn, this signals a rapidly

growing market in terms of demo-

graphics, which will help propel the

demand for timber-based products.

Khairul also highlights thatMumbai

and Goa holds many new opportu-

nities due to its robust manufactur-

ing and tourism sectors.

Nepal’s economy is anticipated to

growby 4.1% in the fiscal year 2022,

up from an estimated growth of

2.3% in 2021, while in Bangladesh,

the continued recovery in exports

and consumption will help growth

rates improve to 6.4% in the fiscal

year 2021 to 2022.

Khairul sees Nepal and

Bangladesh as upcoming markets

for Malaysian timber products, as

the country’s population is now

transforming itself with higher pur-

chasing power across projects for

residences, offices, tourism and

overall infrastructure.

As tourism activities pick up in

the Maldives, its gross domestic

product (GDP) is projected to grow

by 22.3% in 2021, while Sri Lanka’s

economy will remain on a recovery

path in 2022 with real GDP expand-

ing by 4.1%.

“Malaysian interior décor, includ-

ing wood-based furniture, are

admired for their durability and

quality, with rising demand for val-

ue-added timber products from

high net-worth individuals in the

South Asia region,” he revealed.

The resurgence of hardwood

prices is likely to continue through

2022, including an increase in sawn

timber prices due to improved

demand from hotel and resort ren-

ovation in the Maldives, as well as

five-star properties in India and Sri

Lanka.

Furthermore, there has been a

steep rise in housing demand from

millennials opting for work-from-

home offices and expanding home

ownership of women, thus

Malaysian manufacturers must

adapt to these ‘new norms’ by intro-

ducing innovative wood and furni-

ture designs to prospective buyers.

On timber products that are gain-

ing popularity in the region, he

pointed to finger-jointed laminated

boards (FJLB), engineered flooring,

glue-laminated products and ori-

ented strand boards that have been

gaining momentum among the

specifiers and architects.

He added, “Innovative oil palm

trunk products will be introduced

to the buyers to showcase their effi-

cacy and utility.”

> Middle East and Africa

Meanwhile, the Middle East is

seeing trillion-dollar projects from

the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and

Saudi Arabia, which are two coun-

tries in the region that MTC is look-

ing forward to next year.

UAE estimates 1.2% GDP growth

in 2021 and 2.5% in 2022 to 2023, to

be further driven by government as

well as private expenditure, while

Saudi Arabia will be supported by

firmer global oil demand with GDP

growth expected to reach 2.4% in

2021.

The latter is also looking to move

away from an oil-based economy

through diversification efforts in

education and eco-tourism.

The Gulf Cooperation Council

economies are generally expected

to return to an aggregate growth of

2.2% in 2021, according to the latest

issue of the World Bank Gulf

Economic Update. Which means

countries such as Oman, Qatar,

Bahrain, Turkey and Iran will likely

improve their sourcing activities

fromMalaysia, added Khairul.

Timber products that are highly

sought-after for the Middle East

region are panel products, sawn

timber, home furniture and furni-

ture components.

The medium-term outlook for

Mauritius is a strong recovery with

real GDP growth projected to aver-

age 7.1% over the next two years,

while Kenya’s economy is projected

to grow by 5.0% in 2021 and 5.9% in

2022. For South Africa, real GDP

growth is projected at 3.0% in 2021.

“Africa is an interesting region,

especially Kenya, as an untapped

marketwith a lot of promise.MTC is

crafting potential marketing events

to benefit our industry in those

developing markets.

“With an optimistic forecast of

the respective economies in the

aforementioned Middle East and

African countries – which have

been among the top export destina-

tions for Malaysian timber and tim-

ber products for the past decade –

MTC forecasts improved buying

power and better requirements for

timber and timber products from

the region,” he said.

Developing markets for

Malaysian timber products in the

African countries including Egypt

and Algeria, projected an optimistic

outlook especially for sawn timber,

panel products, FJLB, engineered

flooring, decking, home and out-

door furniture, as well as furniture

components.

Leveraging MTC’s initiatives

It is now time for Malaysian tim-

ber companies to regain lost ground

in the markets of South Asia, the

Middle East and Africa, via MTC’s

programmes and initiatives.These

include business-to-business (B2B)

matchmaking and industry dia-

logues to engage with important

timber trade communities and pro-

vide updates on current develop-

ments, as well as physical and virtu-

al exhibitions.

Khairul shared, “Once interna-

tional travel restrictions are

removed, we will move forward

with a renewed focus on our pro-

motional activities, including out-

wardmarketingmissions and inter-

national events.”

“We will continue to hold virtual

events for exchange of ideas and

networking to encourage greater

Malaysian timber companies’ inter-

action with potential international

stakeholders,” he said.

POCKETS OF EXPORT OPPORTUNITY FOR TIMBER COMPANIES

Economic recovery across South Asia, the Middle East and Africa unlock new business opportunities

MTC is taking a more targeted

approach, instead of a one-size-

fits-all solution, as MTC has to

carefully recognise the areas with

the best potential for the industry,

said Khairul.

Flood trauma affecting students
Teens unable to focus on their studies after weekend natural disaster

PETALING JAYA: Students living

in areas devastated by the floods

are having their study plans dis-

rupted as their learning materials

were destroyed, while they also

deal with other facets of the natural

disaster.

Laila Najwa Shahrim, 17, said

nowwas not the time to think about

her Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM)

preparations as her family need to

clean their muddy home in Nilai,

Negri Sembilan.

“Even though studying is a prior-

ity for me, I can’t let my family

clean the house themselves while

I’m studying upstairs – it doesn’t

feel right.

“So, I’m just going to hope that I

have enough time to prepare for

SPM,” she said.

Laila Najwa is fortunate because

her home still has electricity and

phone connection.

Some of her modules have been

damaged, but amajority of her fam-

ily’s belongings are still intact.

A student, who wants to be

known as Amy, lost all her books

when floodwaters entered her

home on Saturday night.

The 17-year-old, who will be sit-

ting for SPM in March, does not

know how she will be able to con-

centrate on studying seeing the

damage to her home in Taman Sri

Muda, Selangor.

“Right now, my mind is just on

helping my family get our house

and lives back in order,” she said,

adding that it was difficult to sleep

at night due to the stress.

Her family was only rescued by

volunteers late Sunday night, and

transferred to the Taman Sri Muda

bridge where they made their way

to a relative’s house in Subang Jaya.

Pravin Periasamy, 19, who lives

in Taman Sri Muda, said the havoc

wreaked on his family home had

affected his university enrolment

plans.

“I need time to mentally recover

before I can focus on studying

again,” he said.

Taman Sri Muda is one of the

worst-hit areas by the weekend

floods, with the ground floor of

many houses inundated.

Pravin said the “dangerously

high water levels” short-circuited

the double-storey home’s electrici-

ty, weakened telephone signals,

damaged property, and forced the

entire family to stay in a single

room until they were rescued by

volunteers.

He added that it was thanks to

pockets of cellular signal that they

managed to contact someone to res-

cue them.

The family of five was finally

evacuated at 5pm on Monday and

reacheda friend’s house in Selayang

at 11pm.

“I would like to thank the volun-

teers and the uniformed bodies that

helped out,” Pravin said, adding

that they also fed his sick grand-

mother and parents, and brought

the family pet dog to safety.

A-Level student Darren Daniel

Yap Chin Ong, 17, has been unable

to sleep, study or focus properly

after witnessing water enter his

home in Bandar Botanic, Klang.

He saidwater started rising in the

monsoon drain behind his house

around midnight on Saturday, and

the power supply got cut at 3am

before returning at 9am.

“Soon, water started to flow out

of the bathroom and into the kitch-

en,” he said, adding that overall, the

water level was quite low, thus

making evacuation unnecessary.

He and his mother frantically

tried to scoop water in pails and

throw it out, but soon gave up,

while his father was stuck in the

flood on a highway.

“I started to cry as I thought the

house was going to be badly dam-

aged. I could not sleep that night

due to the constant nightmares I

had about the flood,” he said.

By REBECCA RAJAENDRAM

rebeccagr@thestar.com.my

To safer territory: Pravin (in blue) and his sister

Yashnee moving their dog onto a boat at Taman Sri

Muda in Shah Alam.

At threatening level: The overflowing monsoon

drain seen from Darren’s house in Bandar Botanic,

Klang.
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THE gradual return to normalcy for

countries in South Asia, the Middle

East and Africa is set to drive

demand and new trade opportuni-

ties for timber and timber-based

products.

Malaysian Timber Council (MTC)

South Asia, Middle East and Africa

international business develop-

ment division director Khairul

Anwar said that moving forward,

the council will pitch into the mar-

ket potential of specific cities, rather

than an overall region, to find the

best potential for the country’s tim-

ber players.

“We’re taking a more targeted

approach instead of a one-size-fits-

all solution, as for us in MTC, we

have to carefully recognise the

areas with the best potential for the

industry,” he said.

> South Asia

The South Asia region is forecast-

ed to grow by 7.1% in 2021 and

2022, owing to the rebound of glob-

al demand and targeted contain-

ment measures to help minimise

the economic impact of the Covid-

19 waves, thus translating to pro-

jects with a trickle-down effect for

Malaysian timber companies.

The InternationalMonetary Fund

retained India’s growth projection

of 9.5% in 2021 and 8.5% in 2022 as

a result of an increase in public

investment and incentives to boost

manufacturing.

In turn, this signals a rapidly

growing market in terms of demo-

graphics, which will help propel the

demand for timber-based products.

Khairul also highlights thatMumbai

and Goa holds many new opportu-

nities due to its robust manufactur-

ing and tourism sectors.

Nepal’s economy is anticipated to

growby 4.1% in the fiscal year 2022,

up from an estimated growth of

2.3% in 2021, while in Bangladesh,

the continued recovery in exports

and consumption will help growth

rates improve to 6.4% in the fiscal

year 2021 to 2022.

Khairul sees Nepal and

Bangladesh as upcoming markets

for Malaysian timber products, as

the country’s population is now

transforming itself with higher pur-

chasing power across projects for

residences, offices, tourism and

overall infrastructure.

As tourism activities pick up in

the Maldives, its gross domestic

product (GDP) is projected to grow

by 22.3% in 2021, while Sri Lanka’s

economy will remain on a recovery

path in 2022 with real GDP expand-

ing by 4.1%.

“Malaysian interior décor, includ-

ing wood-based furniture, are

admired for their durability and

quality, with rising demand for val-

ue-added timber products from

high net-worth individuals in the

South Asia region,” he revealed.

The resurgence of hardwood

prices is likely to continue through

2022, including an increase in sawn

timber prices due to improved

demand from hotel and resort ren-

ovation in the Maldives, as well as

five-star properties in India and Sri

Lanka.

Furthermore, there has been a

steep rise in housing demand from

millennials opting for work-from-

home offices and expanding home

ownership of women, thus

Malaysian manufacturers must

adapt to these ‘new norms’ by intro-

ducing innovative wood and furni-

ture designs to prospective buyers.

On timber products that are gain-

ing popularity in the region, he

pointed to finger-jointed laminated

boards (FJLB), engineered flooring,

glue-laminated products and ori-

ented strand boards that have been

gaining momentum among the

specifiers and architects.

He added, “Innovative oil palm

trunk products will be introduced

to the buyers to showcase their effi-

cacy and utility.”

> Middle East and Africa

Meanwhile, the Middle East is

seeing trillion-dollar projects from

the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and

Saudi Arabia, which are two coun-

tries in the region that MTC is look-

ing forward to next year.

UAE estimates 1.2% GDP growth

in 2021 and 2.5% in 2022 to 2023, to

be further driven by government as

well as private expenditure, while

Saudi Arabia will be supported by

firmer global oil demand with GDP

growth expected to reach 2.4% in

2021.

The latter is also looking to move

away from an oil-based economy

through diversification efforts in

education and eco-tourism.

The Gulf Cooperation Council

economies are generally expected

to return to an aggregate growth of

2.2% in 2021, according to the latest

issue of the World Bank Gulf

Economic Update. Which means

countries such as Oman, Qatar,

Bahrain, Turkey and Iran will likely

improve their sourcing activities

fromMalaysia, added Khairul.

Timber products that are highly

sought-after for the Middle East

region are panel products, sawn

timber, home furniture and furni-

ture components.

The medium-term outlook for

Mauritius is a strong recovery with

real GDP growth projected to aver-

age 7.1% over the next two years,

while Kenya’s economy is projected

to grow by 5.0% in 2021 and 5.9% in

2022. For South Africa, real GDP

growth is projected at 3.0% in 2021.

“Africa is an interesting region,

especially Kenya, as an untapped

marketwith a lot of promise.MTC is

crafting potential marketing events

to benefit our industry in those

developing markets.

“With an optimistic forecast of

the respective economies in the

aforementioned Middle East and

African countries – which have

been among the top export destina-

tions for Malaysian timber and tim-

ber products for the past decade –

MTC forecasts improved buying

power and better requirements for

timber and timber products from

the region,” he said.

Developing markets for

Malaysian timber products in the

African countries including Egypt

and Algeria, projected an optimistic

outlook especially for sawn timber,

panel products, FJLB, engineered

flooring, decking, home and out-

door furniture, as well as furniture

components.

Leveraging MTC’s initiatives

It is now time for Malaysian tim-

ber companies to regain lost ground

in the markets of South Asia, the

Middle East and Africa, via MTC’s

programmes and initiatives.These

include business-to-business (B2B)

matchmaking and industry dia-

logues to engage with important

timber trade communities and pro-

vide updates on current develop-

ments, as well as physical and virtu-

al exhibitions.

Khairul shared, “Once interna-

tional travel restrictions are

removed, we will move forward

with a renewed focus on our pro-

motional activities, including out-

wardmarketingmissions and inter-

national events.”

“We will continue to hold virtual

events for exchange of ideas and

networking to encourage greater

Malaysian timber companies’ inter-

action with potential international

stakeholders,” he said.

POCKETS OF EXPORT OPPORTUNITY FOR TIMBER COMPANIES

Economic recovery across South Asia, the Middle East and Africa unlock new business opportunities

MTC is taking a more targeted

approach, instead of a one-size-

fits-all solution, as MTC has to

carefully recognise the areas with

the best potential for the industry,

said Khairul.

Flood trauma affecting students
Teens unable to focus on their studies after weekend natural disaster

PETALING JAYA: Students living

in areas devastated by the floods

are having their study plans dis-

rupted as their learning materials

were destroyed, while they also

deal with other facets of the natural

disaster.

Laila Najwa Shahrim, 17, said

nowwas not the time to think about

her Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM)

preparations as her family need to

clean their muddy home in Nilai,

Negri Sembilan.

“Even though studying is a prior-

ity for me, I can’t let my family

clean the house themselves while

I’m studying upstairs – it doesn’t

feel right.

“So, I’m just going to hope that I

have enough time to prepare for

SPM,” she said.

Laila Najwa is fortunate because

her home still has electricity and

phone connection.

Some of her modules have been

damaged, but amajority of her fam-

ily’s belongings are still intact.

A student, who wants to be

known as Amy, lost all her books

when floodwaters entered her

home on Saturday night.

The 17-year-old, who will be sit-

ting for SPM in March, does not

know how she will be able to con-

centrate on studying seeing the

damage to her home in Taman Sri

Muda, Selangor.

“Right now, my mind is just on

helping my family get our house

and lives back in order,” she said,

adding that it was difficult to sleep

at night due to the stress.

Her family was only rescued by

volunteers late Sunday night, and

transferred to the Taman Sri Muda

bridge where they made their way

to a relative’s house in Subang Jaya.

Pravin Periasamy, 19, who lives

in Taman Sri Muda, said the havoc

wreaked on his family home had

affected his university enrolment

plans.

“I need time to mentally recover

before I can focus on studying

again,” he said.

Taman Sri Muda is one of the

worst-hit areas by the weekend

floods, with the ground floor of

many houses inundated.

Pravin said the “dangerously

high water levels” short-circuited

the double-storey home’s electrici-

ty, weakened telephone signals,

damaged property, and forced the

entire family to stay in a single

room until they were rescued by

volunteers.

He added that it was thanks to

pockets of cellular signal that they

managed to contact someone to res-

cue them.

The family of five was finally

evacuated at 5pm on Monday and

reacheda friend’s house in Selayang

at 11pm.

“I would like to thank the volun-

teers and the uniformed bodies that

helped out,” Pravin said, adding

that they also fed his sick grand-

mother and parents, and brought

the family pet dog to safety.

A-Level student Darren Daniel

Yap Chin Ong, 17, has been unable

to sleep, study or focus properly

after witnessing water enter his

home in Bandar Botanic, Klang.

He saidwater started rising in the

monsoon drain behind his house

around midnight on Saturday, and

the power supply got cut at 3am

before returning at 9am.

“Soon, water started to flow out

of the bathroom and into the kitch-

en,” he said, adding that overall, the

water level was quite low, thus

making evacuation unnecessary.

He and his mother frantically

tried to scoop water in pails and

throw it out, but soon gave up,

while his father was stuck in the

flood on a highway.

“I started to cry as I thought the

house was going to be badly dam-

aged. I could not sleep that night

due to the constant nightmares I

had about the flood,” he said.

By REBECCA RAJAENDRAM

rebeccagr@thestar.com.my

To safer territory: Pravin (in blue) and his sister

Yashnee moving their dog onto a boat at Taman Sri

Muda in Shah Alam.

At threatening level: The overflowing monsoon

drain seen from Darren’s house in Bandar Botanic,

Klang.
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GETTING the buy-in of the younger

generation to work in the timber

industry has often been difficult

due to its 3D – dirty, dangerous and

demeaning – stigma, but there is a

gradual shift in such perceptions.

Through programmes such as the

Engineer Placement and Internship

in Timber Industry Programme

(EPIP) and the Young Entrepreneur

Society (YES), theMalaysian Timber

Council (MTC) is encouraging the

adoption of technology and the

increased participation of knowl-

edge workers and younger talents

to breathe new life into the timber

industry.

EPIP

Aside from being a rallying call to

ensure human capital readiness to

drive digitalisation and automation

in the industry towards IR4.0, the

inaugural EPIP launched in March

2021 has become a platform to

approach the young generation in

changing their perception of the

timber industry.

A first for the industry, the pro-

gramme is a collaboration with

higher education institutions (HEIs)

and the Malaysian timber associa-

tions,with the aimof enabling small

and medium enterprises (SMEs)

and non-SMEs to employ profes-

sional technical personnel to devel-

op their careers in the timber indus-

try.

It is a one-year programme for

engineers to receive on-the-job

training under the guidance of a

professional, as well as undergrad-

uates who are doing their industrial

training. Under the programme,

MTCwill absorb the training cost, as

well as the monthly allowances for

engineers and interns.

“Although the timber industry is

stuck with the 3D stigma, there has

been positive change as 282 engi-

neers applied to be a part of EPIP,”

said MTC industry development

division senior manager Adeline

Goh.

From the timber industry, 49

companies have applied for EPIP

2021, in addition to nine companies

booking engineers for the pro-

gramme’s second intake.

She added, “The need for engi-

neers is becoming more crucial as

timber-based manufacturers

remodel their operations towards

digitalisation and smart manufac-

turing, primarily due to the impact

of the Covid-19 pandemic on busi-

nesses.”

Moreover, there has been good

response from HEIs, as MTC has

signed memorandums of under-

standingwith eight universities and

the Education Ministry’s polytech-

nic education and community col-

lege department thus far.

Moving forward, the plan is to

actively reach out to the industry

and increase networkingwith train-

ing providers and HEIs for possible

collaborations, including to expand

the programme to diploma holders,

other community colleges and

on-the-job training.

The main focus would be to iden-

tify the needs and pain points of

timber companies through greater

engagement efforts. This is in order

to gain better understanding of the

company’s requirements before

selecting engineers in the appropri-

ate disciplines, Goh explained.

YES

Aside from bringing the younger

generation into the timber industry,

another prevailing challenge for

companies is business continuity

and succession planning – especial-

ly in family-run companies.

Addressing those concerns is the

YES programme, which is dedicated

to assisting founders and successors

through leadership transition and

development, said MTC industry

development division director

Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob.

The programme aims to build

competent, knowledgeable and suc-

cessful leaders in the business man-

agement aspects, as one of the

efforts to ensure the industry’s sus-

tainability.

There are two parts of the pro-

gramme, namely the 12-month

Leadership Transition Programme

for founders and the 18-month

Leadership Development

Programme for successors, with

MTC sponsoring 70% of the training

fee for each participant.

The inaugural programme sees

founders participating from August

2021 to July 2022, while successors

participate from June 2021 to

November 2022.

“Members meet monthly in ses-

sions to exchange experiences,

ideas, opinions, problems and

opportunities, with the aim of pro-

viding each other with direct and

honest feedback on vital manage-

ment issues.

“They receive valuable insights

on major decisions before they

make them, thus reducing much of

the risk and uncertainty,” he said,

adding that each group is facilitated

by a highly trained business profes-

sional called the chair, who also

meetswith eachmember in one-on-

one sessions for two hours per

month to focus on individual issues.

Aside from gaining better under-

standing and networking opportu-

nities among members within the

various sectors of the timber indus-

try, with external business experts

to give a fresh perspective and new

ideas, Mokhtar shared that the pro-

gramme also provides access to a

global community of more than

23,000 members for best practices

and benchmarking measures, via

the interactiveMy Vistage platform.

Among the learnings that will be

implemented in the module over

the next six months would be to

maintain a small group size of 12 to

16 members with no conflicts of

interests, via a physical or hybrid

approach to ensure better engage-

ment, he said.

He added that moving forward,

the focus would also be on canvass-

ing for more members and evaluat-

ing the programme once its full

cycle is complete.

An industry representative who

has participated in the YES

Leadership Development

Programme, Pine Horizon Sdn Bhd

operations vice president Lim Yi

Syuen shared, “My participation in

the programme enabled me to con-

nect with the next generation of

industry captains across the entire

supply chain of the timber trade.

“This platform pioneered by MTC

and facilitated by Vistage guides the

next-in-line of the organisation to

bring the company to greater

heights.”

The programmes are among

MTC’s efforts to drive the timber

industry’s sustainable growth, as

part of its five-year roadmap.

Another recent MTC initiative to

recognise the contributions and

progress of timber companies is the

MTC Malaysian Timber Industry

Awards 2022, which is now open

for applications until Nov 30.

Scan the QR code for more infor-

mation on the awards programme.

KNOWLEDGE TALENTS KEY TO TRANSFORMATION

MTC’s EPIP and YES programmes focus on business continuity and succession

Mokhtar and Goh are in charge of the EPIP and YES programmes.

Mission schools get financial aid
Grants to help institutions in Sabah and Sarawak with maintenance works

KUCHING: Grants totalling

RM3.8mil have been presented to 30

Roman Catholic mission schools in

Kuching through the Unit for Other

Religions (Unifor), says Assistant

Minister of Local GovernmentDatuk

Dr PenguangManggil.

The grants demonstrated the

Sarawak government’s commitment

to enhance the prestige of mission

schools,whichhad longbeen apillar

of unity in the state, he said.

“This is the first time such assis-

tance has been given to mission

schools by the state government.

“It is a commendablemove in line

with the government’s policy of

inclusivity for all races and religions

in Sarawak,” he said at the presenta-

tion ceremony here yesterday.

Penguang,whoisalsotheSarawak

Roman Catholic mission schools

adviser, said the state government

was also committed to ensuring

good infrastructure and facilities for

mission schools in the state.

“The mission schools executive

committee under Unifor was set up

to assist mission schools to manage

and upgrade their facilities,” he

added.

The grants are part of an initial

RM15mil allocated by the state gov-

ernment through Unifor to 123 mis-

sion schools in Sarawak this year.

For the Roman Catholic denomi-

nation, grants of RM2.76mil were

also distributed to 23 schools in

Sibu and RM840,000 to seven

schools in Miri.

The Anglican Diocese of Kuching

received an allocation of RM6mil

for its 50 schools statewide.

For the Methodist denomination,

the Sarawak Iban Annual Con-

ference received an allocation of

RM960,000 for eight schools while

the Sarawak Chinese Annual Con-

ference was allocated RM600,000.

In Sandakan, a total of RM177,980

was provided by the Federal

Government to four churches in

east coast Sandakan to carry out

maintenance and repair works.

Three of the churches which

received the funding were from

Basel Christian Church of Malaysia

(BCCM) Sandakan, Sibuga and

Singkang while the fourth was for

the Methodist Church Sandakan.

The federal financial assistance

programme was under the emer-

gency work, repair and mainte-

nance for non-Islamic religious bod-

ies from the National UnityMinistry.

Sabah MCA treasurer Datuk Chin

Kim Hiung, who is also Libaran

MCA division chief, said he assisted

the churches by handing over the

application to the then National

Unity deputy minister Datuk Seri Ti

Lian Ker in May.

He said BCCM Sandakan and

BCCM Sibuga each received RM

30,000, BCCM Singkang received

RM37,980 and Methodist Church

Sandakan received RM80,000 to

carry out emergency works, repair

and maintenance of their respec-

tive facilities.

Chin and other local MCA leaders

met with the representatives of the

churches on Tuesday. The repre-

sentatives thanked the Federal

Government and Chin for assisting

them in obtaining the funds.

By SHARON LING

and MUGUTAN VANAR

newdesk@thestar.com.my

TwoMalaysian experts are now fellows of TWAS

PETALING JAYA: Two Malaysians,

who are experts in their respective

fields, have been selected as fellows

of The World Academy of Sciences

(TWAS).

A medical physicist from Univer-

siti Malaya, Prof Dr Ng KwanHoong,

as well as Prof Datuk DrWan Ramli

Wan Daud, an expert in chemical

engineering from Universiti

Kebangsaan Malaysia, received the

goodnews onMonday in the formof

letters from the Italy-based TWAS.

Billed as the voice of science in

the South, TWAS was set up for the

advancement of science in develop-

ing countries, and supports sustain-

able prosperity through research,

education, policy and diplomacy.

TWAS was founded in 1983 by a

group of distinguished scientists

from thedevelopingworldunder the

leadership of Prof Mohammad

Abdus Salam, a Pakistani physicist

and Nobel laureate, with the belief

that developing nations can address

issues such as hunger, disease and

poverty by building upon strengths

in science and engineering.

The appointments of Prof Ng and

Prof Wan Ramli, which takes effect

from Jan 1, 2022, were decided

earlier this month.

Prof Wan Ramli is renowned for

his work in sustainable hydrogen

fuel cell technology. He won the

Merdeka Award in 2016 and was

recognised last year as an outstand-

ing academicianwho champions the

use of theMalay language in science.

In 2018, Prof Ng was honoured

with the Marie Sklodowska-Curie

Award by the International Organ-

isation for Medical Physics for his

work in medical physics.

Last December, Prof Ng was

among four recipients honoured

with the Merdeka Award for their

contribution towards a more sus-

tainable Malaysia.

He was also conferred the

Outstanding Scholastic Achieve-

ment award for his educational and

pioneering work towards advanc-

ing the fields ofmedical physics and

radiation medicine in Malaysia.

In the letters addressed to Prof Ng

and Prof Wan Ramli, TWAS presi-

dent ProfMohamedHAHassan said:

“Your election is a clear indication of

your outstanding contribution to sci-

ence and its promotion in the devel-

opingworld.Wewill be honoured to

have you among our members.”

When contacted, Prof Ng said: “I

am delighted and honoured to be

elected as a fellow of TWAS. I look

forward to contributing more in

advancing science for a sustainable,

equitable and harmonious world.”

Originally known as the Third

World Academy of Sciences, TWAS

had 42 elected fellows, nine of them

Nobel laureates. The name was

changed in 2004 to “The academy of

sciences for the developing world”

and then to its current form in 2012.

TWAS now has 1,296 elected fel-

lows consisting of some of the

world’smost accomplished scientists

and engineers from over 100 coun-

tries, 11 of them Nobel laureates.

About 84% come from develop-

ing nations, while the rest are scien-

tists from the developed world

whose work has had a significant

impact in the South.

By MENG YEW CHOONG

ycmeng@thestar.com.my
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GETTING the buy-in of the younger

generation to work in the timber

industry has often been difficult

due to its 3D – dirty, dangerous and

demeaning – stigma, but there is a

gradual shift in such perceptions.

Through programmes such as the

Engineer Placement and Internship

in Timber Industry Programme

(EPIP) and the Young Entrepreneur

Society (YES), theMalaysian Timber

Council (MTC) is encouraging the

adoption of technology and the

increased participation of knowl-

edge workers and younger talents

to breathe new life into the timber

industry.

EPIP

Aside from being a rallying call to

ensure human capital readiness to

drive digitalisation and automation

in the industry towards IR4.0, the

inaugural EPIP launched in March

2021 has become a platform to

approach the young generation in

changing their perception of the

timber industry.

A first for the industry, the pro-

gramme is a collaboration with

higher education institutions (HEIs)

and the Malaysian timber associa-

tions,with the aimof enabling small

and medium enterprises (SMEs)

and non-SMEs to employ profes-

sional technical personnel to devel-

op their careers in the timber indus-

try.

It is a one-year programme for

engineers to receive on-the-job

training under the guidance of a

professional, as well as undergrad-

uates who are doing their industrial

training. Under the programme,

MTCwill absorb the training cost, as

well as the monthly allowances for

engineers and interns.

“Although the timber industry is

stuck with the 3D stigma, there has

been positive change as 282 engi-

neers applied to be a part of EPIP,”

said MTC industry development

division senior manager Adeline

Goh.

From the timber industry, 49

companies have applied for EPIP

2021, in addition to nine companies

booking engineers for the pro-

gramme’s second intake.

She added, “The need for engi-

neers is becoming more crucial as

timber-based manufacturers

remodel their operations towards

digitalisation and smart manufac-

turing, primarily due to the impact

of the Covid-19 pandemic on busi-

nesses.”

Moreover, there has been good

response from HEIs, as MTC has

signed memorandums of under-

standingwith eight universities and

the Education Ministry’s polytech-

nic education and community col-

lege department thus far.

Moving forward, the plan is to

actively reach out to the industry

and increase networkingwith train-

ing providers and HEIs for possible

collaborations, including to expand

the programme to diploma holders,

other community colleges and

on-the-job training.

The main focus would be to iden-

tify the needs and pain points of

timber companies through greater

engagement efforts. This is in order

to gain better understanding of the

company’s requirements before

selecting engineers in the appropri-

ate disciplines, Goh explained.

YES

Aside from bringing the younger

generation into the timber industry,

another prevailing challenge for

companies is business continuity

and succession planning – especial-

ly in family-run companies.

Addressing those concerns is the

YES programme, which is dedicated

to assisting founders and successors

through leadership transition and

development, said MTC industry

development division director

Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob.

The programme aims to build

competent, knowledgeable and suc-

cessful leaders in the business man-

agement aspects, as one of the

efforts to ensure the industry’s sus-

tainability.

There are two parts of the pro-

gramme, namely the 12-month

Leadership Transition Programme

for founders and the 18-month

Leadership Development

Programme for successors, with

MTC sponsoring 70% of the training

fee for each participant.

The inaugural programme sees

founders participating from August

2021 to July 2022, while successors

participate from June 2021 to

November 2022.

“Members meet monthly in ses-

sions to exchange experiences,

ideas, opinions, problems and

opportunities, with the aim of pro-

viding each other with direct and

honest feedback on vital manage-

ment issues.

“They receive valuable insights

on major decisions before they

make them, thus reducing much of

the risk and uncertainty,” he said,

adding that each group is facilitated

by a highly trained business profes-

sional called the chair, who also

meetswith eachmember in one-on-

one sessions for two hours per

month to focus on individual issues.

Aside from gaining better under-

standing and networking opportu-

nities among members within the

various sectors of the timber indus-

try, with external business experts

to give a fresh perspective and new

ideas, Mokhtar shared that the pro-

gramme also provides access to a

global community of more than

23,000 members for best practices

and benchmarking measures, via

the interactiveMy Vistage platform.

Among the learnings that will be

implemented in the module over

the next six months would be to

maintain a small group size of 12 to

16 members with no conflicts of

interests, via a physical or hybrid

approach to ensure better engage-

ment, he said.

He added that moving forward,

the focus would also be on canvass-

ing for more members and evaluat-

ing the programme once its full

cycle is complete.

An industry representative who

has participated in the YES

Leadership Development

Programme, Pine Horizon Sdn Bhd

operations vice president Lim Yi

Syuen shared, “My participation in

the programme enabled me to con-

nect with the next generation of

industry captains across the entire

supply chain of the timber trade.

“This platform pioneered by MTC

and facilitated by Vistage guides the

next-in-line of the organisation to

bring the company to greater

heights.”

The programmes are among

MTC’s efforts to drive the timber

industry’s sustainable growth, as

part of its five-year roadmap.

Another recent MTC initiative to

recognise the contributions and

progress of timber companies is the

MTC Malaysian Timber Industry

Awards 2022, which is now open

for applications until Nov 30.

Scan the QR code for more infor-

mation on the awards programme.

KNOWLEDGE TALENTS KEY TO TRANSFORMATION

MTC’s EPIP and YES programmes focus on business continuity and succession

Mokhtar and Goh are in charge of the EPIP and YES programmes.

Mission schools get financial aid
Grants to help institutions in Sabah and Sarawak with maintenance works

KUCHING: Grants totalling

RM3.8mil have been presented to 30

Roman Catholic mission schools in

Kuching through the Unit for Other

Religions (Unifor), says Assistant

Minister of Local GovernmentDatuk

Dr PenguangManggil.

The grants demonstrated the

Sarawak government’s commitment

to enhance the prestige of mission

schools,whichhad longbeen apillar

of unity in the state, he said.

“This is the first time such assis-

tance has been given to mission

schools by the state government.

“It is a commendablemove in line

with the government’s policy of

inclusivity for all races and religions

in Sarawak,” he said at the presenta-

tion ceremony here yesterday.

Penguang,whoisalsotheSarawak

Roman Catholic mission schools

adviser, said the state government

was also committed to ensuring

good infrastructure and facilities for

mission schools in the state.

“The mission schools executive

committee under Unifor was set up

to assist mission schools to manage

and upgrade their facilities,” he

added.

The grants are part of an initial

RM15mil allocated by the state gov-

ernment through Unifor to 123 mis-

sion schools in Sarawak this year.

For the Roman Catholic denomi-

nation, grants of RM2.76mil were

also distributed to 23 schools in

Sibu and RM840,000 to seven

schools in Miri.

The Anglican Diocese of Kuching

received an allocation of RM6mil

for its 50 schools statewide.

For the Methodist denomination,

the Sarawak Iban Annual Con-

ference received an allocation of

RM960,000 for eight schools while

the Sarawak Chinese Annual Con-

ference was allocated RM600,000.

In Sandakan, a total of RM177,980

was provided by the Federal

Government to four churches in

east coast Sandakan to carry out

maintenance and repair works.

Three of the churches which

received the funding were from

Basel Christian Church of Malaysia

(BCCM) Sandakan, Sibuga and

Singkang while the fourth was for

the Methodist Church Sandakan.

The federal financial assistance

programme was under the emer-

gency work, repair and mainte-

nance for non-Islamic religious bod-

ies from the National UnityMinistry.

Sabah MCA treasurer Datuk Chin

Kim Hiung, who is also Libaran

MCA division chief, said he assisted

the churches by handing over the

application to the then National

Unity deputy minister Datuk Seri Ti

Lian Ker in May.

He said BCCM Sandakan and

BCCM Sibuga each received RM

30,000, BCCM Singkang received

RM37,980 and Methodist Church

Sandakan received RM80,000 to

carry out emergency works, repair

and maintenance of their respec-

tive facilities.

Chin and other local MCA leaders

met with the representatives of the

churches on Tuesday. The repre-

sentatives thanked the Federal

Government and Chin for assisting

them in obtaining the funds.

By SHARON LING

and MUGUTAN VANAR

newdesk@thestar.com.my

TwoMalaysian experts are now fellows of TWAS

PETALING JAYA: Two Malaysians,

who are experts in their respective

fields, have been selected as fellows

of The World Academy of Sciences

(TWAS).

A medical physicist from Univer-

siti Malaya, Prof Dr Ng KwanHoong,

as well as Prof Datuk DrWan Ramli

Wan Daud, an expert in chemical

engineering from Universiti

Kebangsaan Malaysia, received the

goodnews onMonday in the formof

letters from the Italy-based TWAS.

Billed as the voice of science in

the South, TWAS was set up for the

advancement of science in develop-

ing countries, and supports sustain-

able prosperity through research,

education, policy and diplomacy.

TWAS was founded in 1983 by a

group of distinguished scientists

from thedevelopingworldunder the

leadership of Prof Mohammad

Abdus Salam, a Pakistani physicist

and Nobel laureate, with the belief

that developing nations can address

issues such as hunger, disease and

poverty by building upon strengths

in science and engineering.

The appointments of Prof Ng and

Prof Wan Ramli, which takes effect

from Jan 1, 2022, were decided

earlier this month.

Prof Wan Ramli is renowned for

his work in sustainable hydrogen

fuel cell technology. He won the

Merdeka Award in 2016 and was

recognised last year as an outstand-

ing academicianwho champions the

use of theMalay language in science.

In 2018, Prof Ng was honoured

with the Marie Sklodowska-Curie

Award by the International Organ-

isation for Medical Physics for his

work in medical physics.

Last December, Prof Ng was

among four recipients honoured

with the Merdeka Award for their

contribution towards a more sus-

tainable Malaysia.

He was also conferred the

Outstanding Scholastic Achieve-

ment award for his educational and

pioneering work towards advanc-

ing the fields ofmedical physics and

radiation medicine in Malaysia.

In the letters addressed to Prof Ng

and Prof Wan Ramli, TWAS presi-

dent ProfMohamedHAHassan said:

“Your election is a clear indication of

your outstanding contribution to sci-

ence and its promotion in the devel-

opingworld.Wewill be honoured to

have you among our members.”

When contacted, Prof Ng said: “I

am delighted and honoured to be

elected as a fellow of TWAS. I look

forward to contributing more in

advancing science for a sustainable,

equitable and harmonious world.”

Originally known as the Third

World Academy of Sciences, TWAS

had 42 elected fellows, nine of them

Nobel laureates. The name was

changed in 2004 to “The academy of

sciences for the developing world”

and then to its current form in 2012.

TWAS now has 1,296 elected fel-

lows consisting of some of the

world’smost accomplished scientists

and engineers from over 100 coun-

tries, 11 of them Nobel laureates.

About 84% come from develop-

ing nations, while the rest are scien-

tists from the developed world

whose work has had a significant

impact in the South.

By MENG YEW CHOONG

ycmeng@thestar.com.my
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DATUK Kamarudin Sidek, the PAS

chief for Melaka, looked so solemn

at the launch of the Perikatan

Nasional manifesto that his Selan-

gor colleague Roslan Shahrir asked

him if he was all right.

Kamarudin is a naturally serious

person. But that evening, his body

was at themanifesto launch in Shah

Alamwhilehismindwas inDuyong,

the seat he is contesting in the

Melaka election.

“He still has a lot of work to do in

Duyong,” said Roslan who is the

Selangor PAS election director.

It would have been a breeze for

Kamarudin in Duyong had PAS not

teamed up with Perikatan. Umno

had been prepared tomake way for

PAS, but Kamarudin has now found

himself the underdog in a fight with

Umno and DAP.

Duyong has over 60% Malay vot-

ers and Umno has taken over the

seat fromMCA which lost to DAP in

2013 and again in 2018. As such, it

has boiled down to which party can

securemoreMalayvotes inDuyong.

Moreover, Kamarudin, a gradu-

ate of Al-AzharUniversity, is close to

former chief minister Datuk

Sulaiman Md Ali who had appoint-

ed him as the religious advisor to

the then state government.

The PAS decision to forego its

own party logo has left many mem-

bers on the ground conflicted.

Some PAS members are openly

helping Umno to put up flags and

banners.

A number of them even spoke to

TV3 about it, saying they have got-

ten to know Umno leaders through

the Muafakat Nasional pro-

grammes.

They are assisting Umno only in

seats where PAS is not contesting

but it says a lot about how they feel

about Perikatan.

All this adds to the undercurrents

that have made the Melaka election

so hard to forecast.

The Perikatan manifesto has hit

all the right buttons for what

Melaka people need to make their

lives better. The trouble is that not

many people take election promises

seriously any more.

The way alcohol and gambling

has crept into the campaign also

underscores the lack of real issues

in the state election.

The Cabinet decision to allow the

Timah whiskey brand name was

seen as MCA telling the Chinese

voters that it can speak up for their

interests in the government.

On the other hand, Kedah’s ban

on gambling and alcohol sales,

which came out of the blue, was

perceived as helping out PAS in

Melaka.

It seemed like PAS telling the

Malay voters that the party is seri-

ous about implementing Islamic

values in the government.

But tourism, which is Melaka’s

lifeline, thrives on a more open and

tolerant society, and PAS candidates

could be kissing goodbye to the

non-Malay votes.

The whole idea of PAS coming

under the Perikatan umbrella was

to woo non-Malay votes. The ban

has taken the party back to square

one.

Malay candidates tend to ride on

their religion in one way or anoth-

er.

Critics of Umno have borrowed

an analogy from the Prophet’s life

in commenting about the 68-year-

old grandmother Umno fielded in

Pengkalan Batu.

They said Prophet Muhammad

had walked the earth as a prophet

from age 40 to 63 and that Datuk

Kalsom Nordin was past her prime.

It led to a retort from Umno

supreme council member Datuk

Seri Alwi Che Ahmad: “What about

Mahathir who became PM at 92?”

Kalsom’s own retort was that “a

mature coconut has more santan”

(coconut milk).

This is the final stretch and the

question on everyone’s lips iswho is

ahead.

With Chinese support more or

less locked up by DAP, the answer

lies in which party or coalition will

get the most Malay votes.

A total of 24 seats will be decided

by Malay voters, who will deter-

mine who forms the next govern-

ment. It explains why Umno, which

is contesting 20 seats, has grown

increasingly confident.

Their fixed deposit of votes that

gave them 13 seats in 2018 is intact,

the wind is no longer lashing at

them and they think the Malay

swing that cost them seats has

swung back their way.

They can sense it in their tea ses-

sions with Malay locals who have

lots of complaints about Umno lead-

ers, but who also have nothing good

to say about the other side.

Moreover, there has been quite a

bit of nonsense blasted out on social

media to scare Malay voters about

Pakatan and its DAP partner.

At the same time, the Umno war

room has instructed Datuk Seri Ab

Rauf Yusoh to ramp up his cam-

paign in Tanjung Bidara where

Perikatan’s Datuk Mas Ermieyati

Samsudin is said to be catching up.

Mas Ermieyati, who isMasjid Tanah

MP and a deputy minister, has an

established presence in the area.

“It is not because Mas is popular,

it’s because Rauf is seen as ‘orang

atas’ (privileged group). Humility is

important with Malay voters,” said

an Umno war room figure.

Perikatan is not short of funds or

ideas, but can it really take on

Umno?

The prevailing opinion among

many journalists on the ground is

that Perikatan is under pressure

and struggling.

Was that part of the reason the

normally unflappable Tan Sri

Muhyiddin Yassin suddenly lost his

temper at a press conference when

asked about a provocative remark

made by fellow Johorean Tan Sri

Shahrir Samad?

Bersatu secretary-general and

Home Minister Datuk Seri Hamzah

Zainuddin said Perikatan’s chances

should not be underestimated.

“Umno has the machinery, but it

cannot be utilised. Candidates and

social media hold the key to win-

ning in Melaka,” said Hamzah.

The views expressed here are the

writer’s own.

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION FOR A RESILIENT INDUSTRY

MTC’s initiatives seek to facilitate industry’s move towards high value-add products and digitalisation

ALTHOUGH the Covid-19 pandemic

imparted hard lessons to compa-

nies across industries, digital trans-

formation has inarguably emerged

as the lifeline for all businesses to

not only survive, but thrive at the

same time.

The same holds true for timber

companies, whichwas the rationale

behind the Malaysian Timber

Council’s (MTC) introduction of the

DigitalMarketing Entrepreneurship

Programme (DMEP) and

TimbeReality.

This is on top of sustained efforts

todrive the timber industry towards

the manufacturing of higher val-

ue-added products and services via

the TIMB3R Design Incubator

Programme (TIMB3R DIP).

> DMEP

Taking into account the change in

consumer behaviour to rely more

on digital technology and social

media, DMEP was initiated in

August 2021 with classes commenc-

ing in October the same year to

provide targeted training and

coaching programmes to timber

companies.

Crafted in collaboration with

higher education institution

Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman

and other service providers, the

programme aims to inculcate digi-

tal marketing strategies – such as

marketing via content, email and

social media, as well as e-commerce

and websites – among the timber

industry players.

DMEP comprises three different

modules, namely learning module

English, learning module Bahasa

Malaysia, as well as consultation

and coaching.

“The need for knowledge in digi-

tal marketing is becoming more

crucial due to the impact of the

Covid-19 pandemic on businesses,

where physical marketing has

become more difficult to conduct.

“DMEP is our response to helping

the industry better understand vir-

tual platforms and processes to get

into the digital sphere,” said MTC

market promotion division director

Alexis Chang.

She shared, “As this is the first

time we are running this pro-

gramme, we will be gathering feed-

back by the end of the programme

from the participants to enhance

the training modules that will be

offered next year.”

That said, she noted that moving

forward, the programme would

employ either physical or hybrid

platforms to ensure that training

and coaching can be impactful and

effective.

“Wewant to etch out time in their

schedules to ensure they retain

their focus and apply what they’ve

learnt hands-on, where trainers

will be able to give guidance and

clarification on-the-go for each par-

ticipant,” she added.

> TimbeReality

The latest addition to MTC’s digi-

tal transformation initiative for the

timber industry is the digital gal-

lery, TimbeReality, which was

launched in October 2021.

An innovation arising from the

global movement restrictions dur-

ing the height of the pandemic,

TimbeReality is a comprehensive

hub that highlights Malaysian tim-

ber products – their design, grains,

colour and look – in near real-life

with a 360° virtual reality experi-

ence.

Industry response towards the

virtual platformhas been encourag-

ing, said Chang, adding that there

are currently 42 companies

onboard, with 36 showrooms com-

pleted and available to be viewed

on timbereality.my.

She said, “Although the platform

is relatively new, we are pleased

that there are industry members

who are not only creative and inno-

vative but also eager to adopt new

technology and a new concept such

as this.”

That said, she noted that in time,

industry members will be more

receptive, as the platform can be an

extension of their existing website

or e-commerce platforms, thus

enhancing the experience for their

buyers without high risks or heavy

investments.

Not only will TimbeReality be a

marketing tool for timber compa-

nies to sharewith their buyers,MTC

will also be employing the virtual

showroom as part of their market-

ing and promotion efforts.

“MTC through its regional offices

and its market promotion arm will

be using this platform to promote

Malaysian timber and furniture

products during trade shows and

exhibitions. We can bring ‘more’

products and Malaysian companies

with us to any exhibitions and trade

missions thatwe participate in,” she

said.

> TIMB3R DIP

Launched inAugust2020,TIMB3R

DIP was specially designed to assist

the timber and furniture industry

grow and upgrade along with their

design and brand value chain, in

order to differentiate Malaysian

timber players in today’s climate of

intense global competition.

The programme – developed by

MTC, together with the Malaysian

Furniture Council and the

Malaysian Institute of Interior

Designers – seeks to bridge the gap

between local and international

designers with Malaysian manufac-

turers to promote long-term collab-

oration for high value-added prod-

ucts that will allow entry into new

markets and target groups.

Despite the delayed production of

prototypes from challenges arising

from the Covid-19 pandemic,

TIMB3R DIP has seen positive pro-

gress with 14 out of the 18 initial

products for its first edition already

produced and delivered under the

programme.

“We are seeing encouraging

results, where companies are slowly

changing their business models and

some are even expanding their busi-

ness models. Change takes time, but

as long as they are making a change

in the right direction, that is a posi-

tive change for us,” she said.

The second edition of TIMB3R

DIP will be launched in November

2021, with MTC expecting another

15 pairs of manufacturers and

designers to create 15 new designs.

In terms of lessons learnt, MTC

will look intomatching designswith

specific production requirements

with companies that have the capa-

bilities to do so and designs that

take into consideration the cost fac-

tor in manufacturing the product.

Moreover, the next edition will also

see more time being allocated for

the research and development pro-

cess, said Chang.

The programmes are among

MTC’s efforts to drive the timber

industry’s sustainable growth, as

part of its five-year roadmap.

Another recent MTC initiative to

recognise the contributions and

progress of timber companies is the

MTC Malaysian Timber Industry

Awards 2022, which is now open

for applications until Nov 30.

Scan the QR code for more infor-

mation on the awards programme.

Timber companies making a

change in the right direction marks

positive change for MTC, said

Chang.

All eyes onMalay voters
Kedah’s ban on gambling and alcohol sales has become a

talking point in the final stretch of the Melaka campaign.

Analysis by JOCELINE TAN
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MELAKA

Lorry driver

nabbed for

removing flags

MELAKA: A lorry driver has been

arrested for allegedly vandalising

flags of political parties at Taman

Melaka Perdana in the Alor Gajah

district.

State police chief Deputy Comm

Datuk Wira Abdul Majid Mohd Ali

said the man claimed that the flags

of three political parties were

obstructing traffic and he decided

to remove 26 of them.

He said the man was caught

red-handed by policemen at 8.45pm

on Monday.

The man has been released on

police bail after his statement was

recorded.

DCP Mohd Majid said police also

received five reports on political

party flags and banners being van-

dalised.

On a separate matter, Pakatan

Harapan candidate for Lendu state

seat Muhammad Asri Ibrahim lod-

ged a police report claiming that his

agent was not allowed to enter the

early voting centre at Masjid Tanah

police stationhere, Bernama report-

ed.

He claimed that his agent was not

allowed to enter because he did not

bring sufficient documentation,

including a letter of appointment

from the Election Commission.

Muhammad Asri said the report

was lodged at the Masjid Tanah

police station at 10.41am.THE STAR, WEDNESDAY 17 NOVEMBER 20218 Nation

DATUK Kamarudin Sidek, the PAS

chief for Melaka, looked so solemn

at the launch of the Perikatan

Nasional manifesto that his Selan-

gor colleague Roslan Shahrir asked

him if he was all right.

Kamarudin is a naturally serious

person. But that evening, his body

was at themanifesto launch in Shah

Alamwhilehismindwas inDuyong,

the seat he is contesting in the

Melaka election.

“He still has a lot of work to do in

Duyong,” said Roslan who is the

Selangor PAS election director.

It would have been a breeze for

Kamarudin in Duyong had PAS not

teamed up with Perikatan. Umno

had been prepared tomake way for

PAS, but Kamarudin has now found

himself the underdog in a fight with

Umno and DAP.

Duyong has over 60% Malay vot-

ers and Umno has taken over the

seat fromMCA which lost to DAP in

2013 and again in 2018. As such, it

has boiled down to which party can

securemoreMalayvotes inDuyong.

Moreover, Kamarudin, a gradu-

ate of Al-AzharUniversity, is close to

former chief minister Datuk

Sulaiman Md Ali who had appoint-

ed him as the religious advisor to

the then state government.

The PAS decision to forego its

own party logo has left many mem-

bers on the ground conflicted.

Some PAS members are openly

helping Umno to put up flags and

banners.

A number of them even spoke to

TV3 about it, saying they have got-

ten to know Umno leaders through

the Muafakat Nasional pro-

grammes.

They are assisting Umno only in

seats where PAS is not contesting

but it says a lot about how they feel

about Perikatan.

All this adds to the undercurrents

that have made the Melaka election

so hard to forecast.

The Perikatan manifesto has hit

all the right buttons for what

Melaka people need to make their

lives better. The trouble is that not

many people take election promises

seriously any more.

The way alcohol and gambling

has crept into the campaign also

underscores the lack of real issues

in the state election.

The Cabinet decision to allow the

Timah whiskey brand name was

seen as MCA telling the Chinese

voters that it can speak up for their

interests in the government.

On the other hand, Kedah’s ban

on gambling and alcohol sales,

which came out of the blue, was

perceived as helping out PAS in

Melaka.

It seemed like PAS telling the

Malay voters that the party is seri-

ous about implementing Islamic

values in the government.

But tourism, which is Melaka’s

lifeline, thrives on a more open and

tolerant society, and PAS candidates

could be kissing goodbye to the

non-Malay votes.

The whole idea of PAS coming

under the Perikatan umbrella was

to woo non-Malay votes. The ban

has taken the party back to square

one.

Malay candidates tend to ride on

their religion in one way or anoth-

er.

Critics of Umno have borrowed

an analogy from the Prophet’s life

in commenting about the 68-year-

old grandmother Umno fielded in

Pengkalan Batu.

They said Prophet Muhammad

had walked the earth as a prophet

from age 40 to 63 and that Datuk

Kalsom Nordin was past her prime.

It led to a retort from Umno

supreme council member Datuk

Seri Alwi Che Ahmad: “What about

Mahathir who became PM at 92?”

Kalsom’s own retort was that “a

mature coconut has more santan”

(coconut milk).

This is the final stretch and the

question on everyone’s lips iswho is

ahead.

With Chinese support more or

less locked up by DAP, the answer

lies in which party or coalition will

get the most Malay votes.

A total of 24 seats will be decided

by Malay voters, who will deter-

mine who forms the next govern-

ment. It explains why Umno, which

is contesting 20 seats, has grown

increasingly confident.

Their fixed deposit of votes that

gave them 13 seats in 2018 is intact,

the wind is no longer lashing at

them and they think the Malay

swing that cost them seats has

swung back their way.

They can sense it in their tea ses-

sions with Malay locals who have

lots of complaints about Umno lead-

ers, but who also have nothing good

to say about the other side.

Moreover, there has been quite a

bit of nonsense blasted out on social

media to scare Malay voters about

Pakatan and its DAP partner.

At the same time, the Umno war

room has instructed Datuk Seri Ab

Rauf Yusoh to ramp up his cam-

paign in Tanjung Bidara where

Perikatan’s Datuk Mas Ermieyati

Samsudin is said to be catching up.

Mas Ermieyati, who isMasjid Tanah

MP and a deputy minister, has an

established presence in the area.

“It is not because Mas is popular,

it’s because Rauf is seen as ‘orang

atas’ (privileged group). Humility is

important with Malay voters,” said

an Umno war room figure.

Perikatan is not short of funds or

ideas, but can it really take on

Umno?

The prevailing opinion among

many journalists on the ground is

that Perikatan is under pressure

and struggling.

Was that part of the reason the

normally unflappable Tan Sri

Muhyiddin Yassin suddenly lost his

temper at a press conference when

asked about a provocative remark

made by fellow Johorean Tan Sri

Shahrir Samad?

Bersatu secretary-general and

Home Minister Datuk Seri Hamzah

Zainuddin said Perikatan’s chances

should not be underestimated.

“Umno has the machinery, but it

cannot be utilised. Candidates and

social media hold the key to win-

ning in Melaka,” said Hamzah.

The views expressed here are the

writer’s own.

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION FOR A RESILIENT INDUSTRY

MTC’s initiatives seek to facilitate industry’s move towards high value-add products and digitalisation

ALTHOUGH the Covid-19 pandemic

imparted hard lessons to compa-

nies across industries, digital trans-

formation has inarguably emerged

as the lifeline for all businesses to

not only survive, but thrive at the

same time.

The same holds true for timber

companies, whichwas the rationale

behind the Malaysian Timber

Council’s (MTC) introduction of the

DigitalMarketing Entrepreneurship

Programme (DMEP) and

TimbeReality.

This is on top of sustained efforts

todrive the timber industry towards

the manufacturing of higher val-

ue-added products and services via

the TIMB3R Design Incubator

Programme (TIMB3R DIP).

> DMEP

Taking into account the change in

consumer behaviour to rely more

on digital technology and social

media, DMEP was initiated in

August 2021 with classes commenc-

ing in October the same year to

provide targeted training and

coaching programmes to timber

companies.

Crafted in collaboration with

higher education institution

Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman

and other service providers, the

programme aims to inculcate digi-

tal marketing strategies – such as

marketing via content, email and

social media, as well as e-commerce

and websites – among the timber

industry players.

DMEP comprises three different

modules, namely learning module

English, learning module Bahasa

Malaysia, as well as consultation

and coaching.

“The need for knowledge in digi-

tal marketing is becoming more

crucial due to the impact of the

Covid-19 pandemic on businesses,

where physical marketing has

become more difficult to conduct.

“DMEP is our response to helping

the industry better understand vir-

tual platforms and processes to get

into the digital sphere,” said MTC

market promotion division director

Alexis Chang.

She shared, “As this is the first

time we are running this pro-

gramme, we will be gathering feed-

back by the end of the programme

from the participants to enhance

the training modules that will be

offered next year.”

That said, she noted that moving

forward, the programme would

employ either physical or hybrid

platforms to ensure that training

and coaching can be impactful and

effective.

“Wewant to etch out time in their

schedules to ensure they retain

their focus and apply what they’ve

learnt hands-on, where trainers

will be able to give guidance and

clarification on-the-go for each par-

ticipant,” she added.

> TimbeReality

The latest addition to MTC’s digi-

tal transformation initiative for the

timber industry is the digital gal-

lery, TimbeReality, which was

launched in October 2021.

An innovation arising from the

global movement restrictions dur-

ing the height of the pandemic,

TimbeReality is a comprehensive

hub that highlights Malaysian tim-

ber products – their design, grains,

colour and look – in near real-life

with a 360° virtual reality experi-

ence.

Industry response towards the

virtual platformhas been encourag-

ing, said Chang, adding that there

are currently 42 companies

onboard, with 36 showrooms com-

pleted and available to be viewed

on timbereality.my.

She said, “Although the platform

is relatively new, we are pleased

that there are industry members

who are not only creative and inno-

vative but also eager to adopt new

technology and a new concept such

as this.”

That said, she noted that in time,

industry members will be more

receptive, as the platform can be an

extension of their existing website

or e-commerce platforms, thus

enhancing the experience for their

buyers without high risks or heavy

investments.

Not only will TimbeReality be a

marketing tool for timber compa-

nies to sharewith their buyers,MTC

will also be employing the virtual

showroom as part of their market-

ing and promotion efforts.

“MTC through its regional offices

and its market promotion arm will

be using this platform to promote

Malaysian timber and furniture

products during trade shows and

exhibitions. We can bring ‘more’

products and Malaysian companies

with us to any exhibitions and trade

missions thatwe participate in,” she

said.

> TIMB3R DIP

Launched inAugust2020,TIMB3R

DIP was specially designed to assist

the timber and furniture industry

grow and upgrade along with their

design and brand value chain, in

order to differentiate Malaysian

timber players in today’s climate of

intense global competition.

The programme – developed by

MTC, together with the Malaysian

Furniture Council and the

Malaysian Institute of Interior

Designers – seeks to bridge the gap

between local and international

designers with Malaysian manufac-

turers to promote long-term collab-

oration for high value-added prod-

ucts that will allow entry into new

markets and target groups.

Despite the delayed production of

prototypes from challenges arising

from the Covid-19 pandemic,

TIMB3R DIP has seen positive pro-

gress with 14 out of the 18 initial

products for its first edition already

produced and delivered under the

programme.

“We are seeing encouraging

results, where companies are slowly

changing their business models and

some are even expanding their busi-

ness models. Change takes time, but

as long as they are making a change

in the right direction, that is a posi-

tive change for us,” she said.

The second edition of TIMB3R

DIP will be launched in November

2021, with MTC expecting another

15 pairs of manufacturers and

designers to create 15 new designs.

In terms of lessons learnt, MTC

will look intomatching designswith

specific production requirements

with companies that have the capa-

bilities to do so and designs that

take into consideration the cost fac-

tor in manufacturing the product.

Moreover, the next edition will also

see more time being allocated for

the research and development pro-

cess, said Chang.

The programmes are among

MTC’s efforts to drive the timber

industry’s sustainable growth, as

part of its five-year roadmap.

Another recent MTC initiative to

recognise the contributions and

progress of timber companies is the

MTC Malaysian Timber Industry

Awards 2022, which is now open

for applications until Nov 30.

Scan the QR code for more infor-

mation on the awards programme.

Timber companies making a

change in the right direction marks

positive change for MTC, said

Chang.

All eyes onMalay voters
Kedah’s ban on gambling and alcohol sales has become a

talking point in the final stretch of the Melaka campaign.

Analysis by JOCELINE TAN
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MELAKA

Lorry driver

nabbed for

removing flags

MELAKA: A lorry driver has been

arrested for allegedly vandalising

flags of political parties at Taman

Melaka Perdana in the Alor Gajah

district.

State police chief Deputy Comm

Datuk Wira Abdul Majid Mohd Ali

said the man claimed that the flags

of three political parties were

obstructing traffic and he decided

to remove 26 of them.

He said the man was caught

red-handed by policemen at 8.45pm

on Monday.

The man has been released on

police bail after his statement was

recorded.

DCP Mohd Majid said police also

received five reports on political

party flags and banners being van-

dalised.

On a separate matter, Pakatan

Harapan candidate for Lendu state

seat Muhammad Asri Ibrahim lod-

ged a police report claiming that his

agent was not allowed to enter the

early voting centre at Masjid Tanah

police stationhere, Bernama report-

ed.

He claimed that his agent was not

allowed to enter because he did not

bring sufficient documentation,

including a letter of appointment

from the Election Commission.

Muhammad Asri said the report

was lodged at the Masjid Tanah

police station at 10.41am.
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Mr. Gopinathan attending to an enquiry at the exhibition.
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Building  
Holland 
2021

MTC Europe participated in the Building Holland 2021, a three-
day annual exhibition in Amsterdam, The Netherlands dedicated 
for the construction, installation, and real estate sector from 2 
to 4 November 2021. 

In the coming decades, the Dutch construction, installation, 
and real estate sector is expected to face major challenges as the 
country is moving towards a gas-free nation and re-use of raw 
materials.

The objectives of MTC’s participation in this event include to 
showcase as well as to increase awareness and expand Malaysian 
timbers and timber products’ presence in the market, whilst 
gathering insights on market and trade developments and 
networking with The Netherlands industry players. 

The event focused on trends, developments, and innovations 
with a direct relationship to making The Netherlands 
sustainable. The event presented visions, innovations, and 
solutions to show the construction and real estate sector how 
they can fulfill their decisive role in this ‘net zero’ transition.

MTC Europe participated in the exhibition with a kiosk to 
display wood samples of popular Malaysian timber species 
such as Rubberwood, Nyatoh, Kembang Semangkok, Tualang, 
Mersawa, Merbau, Kempas, Balau, Keruing, and Kapur.

MTC’s promotional booth also garnered interest from visitors 
who were keen to know more about Malaysian’s timber and 
timber products as well as the role of MTC Europe office based in 
Rotterdam. 

Building Holland has become the most important event for 
innovation in the construction and property industries in The 
Netherlands in recent years with an average of 15,000 visitors. 
A series of seminars and workshops were held concurrently with 
the event. 

November-December 2021 Timber Malaysia
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Branchentag Holz 2021 
MTC Europe participated in the Branchentag Holz 2021, a 
two-day exhibition organised by the German Timber Trade 
Federation in Cologne, Germany from 9 to 10 November 2021. 

Branchentag Holz 2021 which takes place every two years is 
the main event for the wood industry where the wood traders, 
suppliers and service providers meet up and network. It is an 
event that strengthens sales through the timber trade and 
underlines the good cooperation between industry, service 
providers, and the industry. 

With 120 exhibitors and more than 2,600 trade visitors 
including decision-makers participated in the exhibition. The 
exhibition presented the latest offer, solutions, and new wood 
technologies for doors, flooring, paints, varnishes, and other 
wood materials.

MTC Europe participated in the exhibition with a nine square 
metres promotional booth and displayed a wood sample booklet 
of Malaysian timber species such as Rubberwood, Nyatoh, 
Kembang Semangkok, Tualang, Mersawa, Merbau, Kempas, 
Balau, Keruing, and Kapur.

MTC’s Europe booth in the Branchentag Holz 2021.

Konstruksi Indonesia
MTC participated in the virtual exhibition of Konstruksi Indonesia 
from 1 to 10 November 2021. Konstruksi Indonesia is a part of the 
“Infrastructure Connect!”, where Indonesia Infrastructure Week 
and Beton Indonesia are concurrently happening. These events 
carry significant importance for Indonesia’s development, as a 
platform for government and private sectors to collaborate and 
attract opportunities for investment.

Konstruksi Indonesia, the Ministry of Public Works and Housing 
of the Republic of Indonesia flagship event aimed at driving growth 
in the heavy construction and civil engineering sectors to showcase 
their latest achievements and projects. 

The visitors include policymakers, government officials, 
practitioners, academicians, investors, contractors, developers, 
architects, interior designers, building owners, suppliers, 
engineers, manufacturers, surveyors, consultants, associations, 
and relevant stakeholders. Among the programmes held during the 
virtual exhibition was a series of webinars and online forum that 
covered topics on construction and infrastructure subjects.

MTC participated in this virtual exhibition to raise awareness on 
Malaysian timber and timber products, establish new connections, 
secure insights on the latest trends and developments, and 
strengthen MTC’s network in the Indonesian market. 

MTC’s web page in the Konstruksi Indonesia 2021.
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MTC’s promotional booth also garnered interest from visitors 
who were keen to know more about Malaysian’s timber and 
timber products as well as the role of MTC Europe office based in 
Rotterdam. 

Some of the products in the Konstruksi Indonesia 2021.
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ASEAN Super 8 Virtual 
Connect Exhibition
MTC participated in the ASEAN Super 8 which was transformed 
into a fully virtual exhibition, known as “Sourcing Month”, from 
1 - 30 November 2021. The exhibition was held in conjunction 
with the International Construction Week (ICW) hosted by the 
Construction Industry Development Board (CIDB) Malaysia and 
organised by Informa Markets. The exhibition features Virtual 
Exhibitions, Conferences, Webinars, Business Matching, and 
Networking activities.

The exhibition brought together nine trade shows under one 
roof namely ASEAN M&E Show (mechanical and engineering 
show), Tenaga Expo & Forum (power and electrical show), 
ASEAN Solar Expo & Forum (solar energy show), REVAC Expo 
& Forum (ventilation show), ASEAN Light (lighting solutions 
show), ASEAN Lift Expo & Forum (escalator show), Futurebuild 
Southeast Asia (construction and building material show), 
Heavy Mach (heavy equipment show), and IFSEC Southeast Asia 
(security, fire, and safety show).

MTC took part under the Futurebuild Southeast Asia to promote 
the use of Malaysian timber products, network, and build 
business connections with companies and industry professionals 
from the construction and building sectors. Around 3,000 
professionals attended the virtual exhibition and the visitors’ 
profiles include property developers, architects, engineers, 
building contractors, government officials, regulators, retailers, 
and industry experts. The top countries that visited this virtual 

exhibition were Malaysia, The Philippines, Singapore, Indonesia, 
and South Korea. MTC received a total number of 82 visitors 
during the virtual exhibition.

Unlike physical exhibitions that run only for a few days, 
the Sourcing Month allows exhibitors and visitors to enjoy 
networking opportunities, an improved procurement experience 
and learning through a series of free-to-attend webinars and 
conference sessions, including International Construction 
Transformation Conference (ICTC), Asset Facility Management 
Conference (AFMC), ASIS APAC Conference, innovation 
symposium and business matching, for one whole month. 

Some of the products in the ASEAN Super 8 Virtual Connect Exhibition.

November-December 2021 Timber Malaysia

MTC’s virtual booth in the ASEAN Super 8 Virtual Connect Exhibition.
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Bigger crowd at   
virtual Archidex
Due to the pandemic, ARCHIDEX 2021 will be held from 29 June 
2022 to 2 July 2022 and was replaced with ARCHIDEX Online 
which was held from 4-10 December 2021. This digital platform 
was built upon ARCHIDEX’s 21 years of success as Malaysia’s most 
established trade event and exhibition for the architecture, interior 
design, and the building industry communities. 

This multiple award-winning exhibition has hosted over 500,000 
industry professionals, specifiers and trade buyers and is an 
integral date in the annual industry calendar where it draws 
exhibitors and delegates worldwide.

Living up to its focus of Building Beyond Tomorrow, ARCHIDEX 
evolved from its thriving physical platform to an exciting and 

engaging hybrid online channel that further connected a bigger 
global community of professionals. The said exhibition continued 
to showcase innovative materials, solutions, and technologies to 
create opportunities for worldwide engagements and growth.

MTC participated in ARCHIDEX Online and received a total of 398 
trade visitors. The visitors comprised mainly architects, industry 
traders, interior designers, quantity surveyors and engineers from 
Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia, Singapore, The Philippines, Thailand, 
Vietnam, Austria, and the US.

MTC is expected to construct a 60 square metre pavilion at 
ARCHIDEX 2022 which would be in Exhibition Hall 6 at the Kuala 
Lumpur Convention Center. Do visit us! 

MTC’s virtual booth.
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ArchXpo goes hybrid
ArchXpo is an annual international trade fair for those in the 
architecture and construction industries. ArchXpo 2021 was a 
hybrid fair with several activities including conferences, webinars 
and business matching sessions which came with networking 
opportunities. 

The physical fair was held from 24-26 November 2021 at the Sand 
Expo Convention Centre in Marina Bay Sands, Singapore, while 
the virtual fair took place from 10 November to 9 December 2021. 
The exhibition showcased the latest products, technologies, and 
services from both the sectors. 

MTC participated in the virtual fair. However, the fair garnered low 
interest from participants. 

The virtual fair was from 10 November to 9 December 2021.
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A bond like 
no other

It is one of the most controversial crops in the world that has 
been barred by the European Union, but its fate may soon change, 
thanks to Techbond Group Bhd for having developed a bio-based 
adhesive using palm oil.

Techbond has developed a way of using palm oil-based polyols for 
making adhesives after advancing on initial research conducted 
by the Malaysian Palm Oil Board (MPOB). Adhesives are mainly 
made from oil-based raw materials. This prompted Techbond to 
speak with MPOB with the hope of developing new formulations 
that could help both the palm oil and adhesive industries.

“We wanted to overcome the problem of urea formaldehyde 
emissions in furniture and develop a solvent-free adhesive. Many 
countries in Europe, the US and Japan have strict regulations on 
this, especially its use in furniture.

“After some discussions with lecturers in University Malaya and 
trials in our labs, we managed to further develop the polyols and 
our adhesive is far superior to urea formaldehyde,” said Managing 
Director of Techbond Group Bhd Lee Seng Thye.

A manufacturer of water-based and hot melt industrial adhesive, 
Techbond produces glues for the woodworking, automotive, 
cigarettes and cigarette packs, bookbinding, mattresses, bottle 
labelling, medical and hygiene products as well as for the 
construction industries.

“We were very intrigued by MPOB’s findings. It is rather 
unfortunate that some research findings are not capitalised on as 
they have good commercial value. Oil is a natural repellant and 
producing the polyol from palm oil is better for adhesive-making.”

The abundance of oil palm stands in the country will ensure a 
steady supply for Techbond.

(From left) Mr Lee Seh Meng, Mr Winson Tieng, Mr Lee Seng Thye and Mr Zane Ong.
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It’s the best of both worlds as palm oil enjoys a   
new calling in the adhesive industry 
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MAKING STRIDES 

The polyols are derived from the palm oil.

Products which use Techbond GreenTech adhesive.
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“Polyols are usually made from petroleum, so using palm oil to 
produce them may be more competitive in terms of pricing and 
environmentally friendly,” said Lee’s son, Lee Seh Meng, who is 
Techbond’s Deputy Managing Director.

“A lot of furniture companies are going green. If you look at 
countries like Japan, Europe, the US or China and furniture 
retailers like IKEA, they are looking for commercially viable, no 
formaldehyde-based adhesive, which is very expensive at the 
moment,” said the elder Lee.

Techbond is still fine-tuning its adhesive formula as the palm oil-
based glue called Techbond GreenTech is “too strong”.

“Techbond GreenTech is a polyurethane, green adhesive with 
excellent strength and flexibility which makes it ideal for 
bendwood, among others. However, we haven’t figured out how to 
remove the excess glue that sticks to the machine because it’s too 
strong,” said Techbond’s Senior Marketing Specialist Zane Ong 
during his presentation.

Though MPOB’s research date backs to 2011, Techbond went a 
step further by modifying the polyol by adding isocyanate to 
make it a polyurenthane. This palm oil-based glue has passed 
the test of gluing thermo wood with flying colours and the 
Komo-boiling test AD2902 which gives Techbond GreenTech a 
competitive edge in the adhesive industry.

Techbond has also reduced the time taken to produce the polyol 
from 36 hours to seven hours. 

“With this glue we can promote the use of polyurethane, 
reduce our dependency on petroleum and lower the cost of the 

manufacturing process. It also bonds easily on hardwood and oily 
wood,” said Ong.

“This bio-adhesive which comes from a sustainably managed 
renewable source has great export potentials in regions like 
North America, Europe, and Asia Pacific. It works well in bonding 
chipboards, plywood, bendwood, thermal laminated wood and 
re-bonded foam,” he said.

The Techbond GreenTech also meets international formaldehyde 
emission standards like E0, CARB P2 and the Japanese F4 Star 
and the water-resistant durability class D4 standards.

This green glue from palm oil may soon just “silence” the harshest 
critics of this crop. 
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As part of its participation in the Expo 2020 Dubai, the Malaysian 
Timber Council is set to launch two new initiatives at Expo 2020 
Dubai to promote and facilitate investments and growth for the 
Malaysian timber industry.

The Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) 
and the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) is set to host the 
Sustainable Agriculture Week from 23 – 29 January 2022 at the 
Malaysia Pavilion in Expo 2020 Dubai in United Arab Emirates 
(UAE).

MTC as the lead agency working in collaboration together with 
the Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB), Malaysian Timber 
Certification Council (MTCC), Malaysian Rubber Board (MRB), 

Malaysian Rubber Council (MRC) and the National Kenaf and 
Tobacco Board (LKTN) will showcase the country’s extensive 
capabilities in managing a global commodity ecosystem and 
simultaneously, attract global players. The sustainable development 
of the timber industry within the agricommodity sector would be 
the key narrative for visitors and trade delegates to the pavilion.
Malaysia’s sustainable timber and timber-based products will 
be promoted through the Pavilion’s permanent exhibits as well 
as through the week-long trade and business programme. MTC 
will be organising daily thought leadership and pocket talks 
sessions, networking engagements and business meeting sessions 
throughout the seven-day business mission to drive investor 
interest, raise awareness and initiate potential partnerships and 
collaborations.

32

The Malaysian Pavillion standing tall in its Red Meranti glory. Photo credit: Malaysian Green Technology Corporation

EXPO 2020 DUBAI 
taps into the unlimited 
business potential

November-December 2021 Timber Malaysia
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SPECIAL FEATURE
Boosting bilateral relations and business opportunities

As a Council that promotes the development of the Malaysian 
timber industry with special focus on the marketing of locally-
made timber products, this participation aims to enhance the 
wood trade between Malaysia and the UAE, given the country’s 
strong efforts to establish itself as the trade and service hub in 
West Asia. 

Expo 2020 Dubai is an opportunity on many angles, including to 
increase Malaysia’s bilateral trade and ties with the UAE and other 
participating countries. Malaysia and the UAE enjoy excellent 
relations and through this participation, MTC envisage the bond 
continues to grow stronger.

The Middle East is seeing trillion-dollar projects from the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and Saudi Arabia, which are two countries in 
the region that MTC is looking forward in 2022. Timber products 
that are highly sought-after for the Middle East region are panel 
products, sawn timber, home furniture and furniture components.

TimbeReality & MWE 2022 Programmes to be launched 
at sustainable week

The TimbeReality launch ceremony and the Malaysian Wood 
Expo 2022 (MWE2022) opening ceremony are expected to bring 
together VIPs from around the world, including heads of state, 
ministers, industry leaders and country ambassadors. During 
the ceremony, MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff will 
deliver a keynote speech.

“We have plenty of exciting offers that we would like to share with 
the world at the expo. We are pleased with the fact that through the 
newly developed TimbeReality, visitors would be able to access any 
information related to sustainable timbers in Malaysia despite not 
being able to attend the expo physically. The 360 Virtual Reality 
(VR) hub also serves as an important business engagement tool 
that connects visitors to companies and agencies that are involved 
in Sustainable Agriculture Week,” said MTC Chairman, Madam 
Hajah Norrida Yusoff.
 
This leading-edge initiative by MTC aims to bring the Malaysian 
wood-based industry into the next dimension. Buyers from across 
the globe can be connected to the Malaysian wood-based industry 
members and discover the high-quality products that Malaysia 
can offer all year round.

Another key highlight will be the launching of
the Malaysian Wood Expo 2022 by The Honorable Minister of
Plantation Industries and Commodities Malaysia Datuk Hajah 
Zuraida Kamaruddin together with other dignitaries and key 
members from MTC. The 2nd Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE) 2022 
is an international timber products and woodworking machinery 
exhibition that brings together international timber-based 
and woodworking machinery suppliers and buyers for trade 
and networking opportunities scheduled to be held on 20-22 
November 2022 at Malaysia International Trade and Exhibition 
Centre (MITEC), Kuala Lumpur.
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MTC South Asia, Middle East and Africa International Business 
Division will share market insights on Malaysia’s timber export 
performance to Middle East post COVID-19 and programmes 
planned to facilitate the revival of the Malaysian timber industry. 

Dedicated public and closed-door events, such as pocket talks and 
seminars scheduled will focus on sharing the skills and knowledge 
on timber utilisation from the perspective of the architects, 
interior designers and industry experts. The talks aim to increase 
the awareness of what timber is all about, and how structurally 
assuring it can be, and how beautiful it can be. 

Additionally, there will be two exclusive, interactive, pre-
scheduled B2B sessions organised at the exhibition site via a 
face-to-face physical and digital aimed to connect the Malaysian 
suppliers and manufacturers of timber related products with 
international buyers. 

The Expo organiser expects over 25 million visitors at one of the 
biggest in-person events since the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak.

The Pavilion utilises Red Meranti, which is a prominent Malaysian 
species from a sustainable source to make a bold statement on the 
country’s sustainable forestry resources. With its deep brownish-
red tone, the meranti wood has a high resistance to warping or 
twisting and is perfect for moulding and interior woodworking. 

Timber hardwood decks the façade makes a striking feature for 
Malaysia’s Pavilion. Photo credit: Malaysian Green Technology Corporation



Additionally, the timber used is fully certified under the 
Malaysian Timber Certification Scheme (MTCS) providing 
the assurance that the timber was harvested from sustainably 
managed forests. The timber hardwood decks the façade and 
makes a striking feature for Malaysia’s Rainforest Canopy 
Pavilion offering a glimpse into a future world powered by green 
energy underpinned by sustainability.

As a member of the global community and a signatory to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCC) and its supplementary treaties – the Kyoto Protocol and 
the Paris agreement – Malaysia aims to play its part by building 
on the pledge at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio De Janeiro in 
terms of protecting the vital carbon sinks in its territories. 

SPECIAL FEATURE
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TimbeReality is the first virtual gallery for Malaysian timber and furniture products.

The 2nd Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE) 2022 will be held on 20-22 November 2022 at MITEC, Kuala Lumpur.
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MTC’s business   
revival success

Come 10 January 2022, MTC will usher its 30th anniversary 
with pomp and ceremony. The long, hard initial years since its 
inception saw the Council bring together six national timber-
based associations as one at a time when the campaign against 
tropical timbers was at its peak.

MTC’s efforts of promoting trade over these 30 years has seen 
the export of timber-based goods more than double. With the 
sole purpose of promoting and developing the Malaysian timber 
industry, MTC played a critical role in preserving the timber 
industry’s foothold in the national GDP.

Pomp and splendor aside, 2022 will see MTC doing even more for 
the industry. The all-successful Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE) 
returns in 2022 bigger and better after its 2019 debut. 

As part of its 30th anniversary, MTC will be rolling out more 
programmes that will help the industry win in the marketplace 
with differentiated capabilities. 

For MWE 2022, MTC will provide an additional incentive 
for Malaysian timber-based manufacturers who sign-up as 
exhibitors. Industry members who are part of MTC’s Automation 

Technology Acquisition (ATA) programme will enjoy an 
additional reimbursement while companies that have been 
successful in implementing the 5S culture under the Factory 
Transformation Programme will be rewarded handsomely.

The upcoming Expo 2020 Dubai which MTC will be participating 
from 23 to 29 January 2022 is a timely booster need to help the 
industry pick up where it left off prior to the tumultuous years of 
COVID-19 pandamic.

When MTC charted its Five-year Roadmap which runs from 2019 
to 2023, there were seven Must-Wins which were aptly coined 
around the word “SUCCESS” to help the timber industry reinvent 
itself and navigate through the perils of COVID-19 . “SUCCESS” 
stood for:

S – Support Business Succession Programmes
U – Uplift Sources for Raw Materials
C – Cultivate Market Access
C – Champion Design and Branding Programmes
E – Enhance Business Process Automation
S – Spur Sustainable Green Initiatives
S – Strengthen Relationship with Stakeholders

Much of MTC’s programmes were designed on the backbone 
of this Must-Wins due to the imminent challenges of business 
continuity.  As Malaysian manufacturers bounced back under the 
new normal, MTC further developed programmes to revive the 
industry with “REVIVAL” which reflected the following:
R – Raise Industry Competitiveness
E – Enhance Sources of Raw Materials
V – Vitalise Market Access and Branding
I – Intensify IR 4.0 Adoption & ESG Initiatives
V – Value the Power of Circular Economy
A – Accentuate Human Capital Development
L – Lead Stakeholders & Issue Management 

As we move into the new year of 2022, 2021 will go down as one 
of the busiest years in MTC’s calendar as the Council launched 
the greatest number of new programmes to help industry players 
adapt to the challenging times and remain resilient in the 
business ecosystem.

They were the Engineer Placement and Internship in the Timber 
Industry (EPIP) Programme, Digital Marketing Entrepreneurship 
Programme (DMEP), Digital Software Acquisition (DSA) 
Programme, Young Entrepreneur Society (YES) Programme, 
High Impact Project (HIP), TimbeReality and the latest being the 
TIMB3R Design Incubator 2.0 Programme. 



As part of MTC’s efforts to nurture competent, knowledgeable, 
and successful leaders in the business management aspects in the 
timber industry, the Council launched the Young Entrepreneur 
Society (YES) programme this year. The programme is specially 
tailored to founders and successors of family-owned businesses 
to prepare for the eventual succession in their family businesses. 

MTC partnered with Vistage Malaysia for the training of both 
founders and successors. Participants of this programme will 
meet once a month to exchange experiences, ideas, opinions, 
challenges, and opportunities with the aim of providing each 
other with direct and honest feedback on vital management 
issues.

Through the interactive My Vistage platform, they would gain 
access to a global community of more than 23,000 members for 
best practices and benchmarking measures.

During its Roadshow 2021 in Terengganu, some industry 
members lauded MTC for introducing the YES programme. 
Among the fervent supporters of the programme were Executive 
Director of KJH Wood Industries Sdn Bhd Joanne Tay; Vice-

President of Diverse Integrated Sdn Bhd Chong Yu Khang and 
Director of Kilang Papan PGP Sdn Bhd Tan Kean Hui.

Here’s what they said about MTC’s YES Programme:

JOANNE TAY, 43

Vistage is a very good platform for me to grow and develop my 
management skills. Entrepreneurs like me start from a home-
based business and need a lot of skills, experience, and support to 
bring the company up to the next level. What really surprised me 
is that the YES programme is designed to provide a one-to-one 
session with the mentor on a monthly basis. This really benefits 
me a lot and is perhaps the most valuable part of the training. 
We will have a different topic on management skills to be learned 
in the group monthly, followed by the one-to-one session. Our 
mentor will teach us to use the skills we have learned and put it 
into practice and to think further. This is the most fruitful part 
of my training with Vistage.
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Thumbs-up to  
MTC’s YES Programme

YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng launching the YES programme.
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CHONG YU KHANG, 45

Diverse Integrated has always been a family business. It was 
formed by my five cousin brothers and sister together with 
two elders. Though I have heard of some of the things Vistage 
taught us, but I had never put them into practice in our business 
which I now realise has delayed our growth. Vistage has a very 
good system and is well equipped to teach us how to become 
the best CEO where they address subjects like PAEI philosophy, 
PEST concept, and Cash Conversion Cycle (CCC). With Vistage’s 
training, I know what I should and shouldn’t be doing. It has also 
boosted my decision-making confidence.

TAN KEAN HUI, 32

I heard about Vistage’s programme years ago when I first joined 
the timber industry. I have seen successful entrepreneurs 
learning a great deal from Vistage, but I never took any of their 
programmes until now. I have always viewed the timber industry 
as a business that relied heavily on old business knowledge but 
after undergoing Vistage’s training, it has opened my eyes and 
changed my perspective of the timber industry altogether.

INDUSTRY FOCUS 

The YES programme has 30 members who are divided into two groups 
– the Founder Group (seven members) and the Successor Group (23 
members). The programme for the founders is for a year while the 
programme for the successors is for one-and-a-half years.

The founder’s programme is a combination of half-day workshops, 
one-to-one coaching (up to 75 minutes) and/or sharing on a few 
key areas:
o Understanding management styles and hiring the right  
 talents for their business. 
o Understanding company life-cycles and what is their  
 company life-cycle to better navigate their business.
o How to delegate effectively to the potential successors.
o Appreciate the steps to prepare a three- to five-year business  
 plan with the involvement from key management team.
o The criteria for world-class company.

The successor’s programme is a combination of workshops 
and one-to-one coaching (up to two hours) on knowledge and 
upskilling. There will be management review meetings together 
with job-related work assignments in between workshops to 
reinforce learning. 

November-December 2021 Timber Malaysia



For Jemaramas Jaya Sdn Bhd, sustainable development is about 
ensuring the company contributes lasting benefits to society 
through the consideration of social, environmental, ethical 
and economic aspects in all that they do. Working through 
complex operational issues associated with their operations has 
highlighted environmental and social performance as a critical 
success factor by overcoming all obstacles and establishing its 
“Versalink” brand.  

With factory space of over 170,000 square feet in Klang, Selangor 
and a workforce of more than 300 employees, Jemaramas 
Jaya Sdn Bhd has been involved in the manufacturing of 
furniture since the year 1979 and has now made its name as an 
international office furniture manufacturer. 

The company is one of Malaysia’s leading high quality and 
innovative designers’ and producers’ products. The company 
principle products include panel systems, desking systems 
and modular systems, reception furniture, architectural wall 
systems, meeting and conference tables, executive series, filing 
and storage.

The company uses melamine faced chipboard, medium-density 
fibreboard, high-pressure laminates and veneer as their primary 
source in the production of their furniture products. The 
company also aims for  product sustainability by applying PEFC 
requirements and is committed to its chain of custody policy. 

It did not take long before the manufacturer’s furniture got the 
attention of foreign buyers who were impressed by the company’s 
design-centric products, as the company has the capacity to 
produce approximately 50 containers per month. 

Today, the company is proud to be a Malaysian success story 
with over 70% of their quality office furniture are exported to 
various countries and regions all around the world. The major 
markets include Canada, the United States, Australia, United Arab 

Jemaramas 
Jaya Sdn Bhd
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Emirates, Qatar, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
others while the remaining 30% are meant to cater for domestic 
consumption. Among its customer are contractors, corporate 
customers, and dealers both in Malaysia and overseas. The 
company produces its own design where they have an in-house 
design team that can generate custom made furniture designs to 
meet the varied customer needs and requirements. 

One can be rest assured that the Versalink brand offers 
reliable and innovative products that match customer needs. 
The products created are based on the intention to ensure 
that the customers receive quality goods in accordance with 
their requirements. In addition, the product also helps create 
an improved working environment where these days many 
businesses are moving away from dedicated workspaces towards 
a more flexible working environment.

A registered member of the Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC), 
Jemaramas Jaya Sdn Bhd is one of the financial incentive 
beneficiaries of the MTC’s High Impact Project (HIP) 2021 
programme introduced to encourage domestic investment in new 
production lines equipped with modern technologies to optimise 
and improve their manufacturing processes. 

According to the company representative, Ms. Jasmine Chean, 
through the installation of the new machine under the MTC’s 
High Impact Project (HIP), the company’s production output 
has been increased by 50% and the number of workforce 
required through this process has also been reduced to half.

In addition, they are the first Malaysian furniture company to 
produce the carton box packaging in-house in the optimum size 
for packaging and most importantly the boxes can be made in 
real time.

Through the HIP programme, companies that meet the 
MTC’s criteria as per the HIP Guidelines are entitled to 
receive reimbursement of 10% of the total investment with 
a minimum investment at RM70,000, and up to RM150,000 
per company or group of companies. This comes under one 
of MTC’s goals in its Five-Year Roadmap (2019-2023) which 
aims to drive the timber industry towards implementing 
smart manufacturing and Industry 4.0 enabling technologies 
to enhance the industry’s competitiveness with a more 
responsive and efficient operation. 
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The award-winning restaurant in India is a class 
act as it encapsulates the beauty of the region it 
sits in and timbers’ amazing characteristics

In the world of timber architecture, timbers’ prefabricated 
advantages, nimble assembly, innate beauty, and strength provide 
design possibilities that stretch as far as one’s imagination.

The Mandala Restaurant in Udaipur, India, is an excellent 
showcase of timber’s fluidity as a building material. 

Situated in the historic city of Udaipur, which is known for 
its palaces, temples, rich culture and art, the architects have 
captured the essence of the city in their design of the restaurant. 

Designed by award-winning architect Prashant Sutaria 
Architects-PSA, the Mandala in its geometric glory, is a modern 
“avatar” with a classic twist of Hinduism.

The overall theme of the restaurant is almost monochromatic in 
desert sand colour which is associated with the sandstone found 

in this region. The finishing on the wall is a special stucco that is 
made of sandstone dust with lime which has been used extensively 
in palaces for centuries. 

The parametric design of the restaurant stamps from the desert 
close by. The décor on the wall is accentuated with animal faces 
inspired from the traditional décor of the palaces. The low 
illumination of lights in the vertical elements mimic the lamps 
used for celebrations in local tradition and that of old palaces to 
give a classical feel to the modern decor. The flooring is made of 
local limestone and follows the pattern of the wall panels.

Udaipur is well-known for its royal furniture and its mastery in 
craftsmanship. The use of timber materials and the selection of 
furniture design is done keeping the above in mind. The tables and 
chair closely follow the features of found in royal households.

The Mandala,  
where the 
desert    
meets    
timber
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The multiple award-winning dining restaurant, Mandala.

A classic example of timber’s fluidity.
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Yellow Cedar has been used extensively while the furniture is 
made up of MDF members that are bound together with a powder 
coated metal which passes through all the layers. The tables are 
also made of wood where various members are joined together 
through tongue-and-groove.

Both the tables and chairs are coated with matt finish PU 
for protecting its paint. Leatherette is used on cushions for 
durability.

Mandala not only provides a regal dining ambience, but it is 
also a tangible tribute to timbers’ superior characteristics.

The restaurant won the Liv Hospitality Awards 2020 from 
the United States in Interior Design Restaurant – Theme 
Category and was declared Official Selection in Decorate 
(Interior) by the London International Creative Competition 
2020 and nominated as the Top 7 by Italian online magazine 
Design Studio Mag for DSM 2021 Awards under the Project-
Interior category. 

For more details on the Mandala, visit www.prashantsutaria.
com or instagram #architectprashantsutaria.

The Mandala in its geometric glory, is a modern “avatar” with a classic twist of Hinduism.

The design of the tables and chairs are similar to that of royal households. The décor on the wall is accentuated with animal faces inspired from the traditional 
décor of the palaces.
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Made completely from FSC-certified timber, the 
library also functions as a mini-community center, 
an event, and workshop space.

The Microlibrary Warak Kayu is the latest addition to the iconic 
architectural landscape of Semarang, the capital of Central Java in 
Indonesia.

The Microlibrary is the fifth built project within the Microlibrary 
series – an initiative to increase reading interest by creating 
socially-performative multi-functional community spaces with 
environmentally- conscious design and materials, which aim to 
serve low-income neighborhoods. 

Designed by SHAU and prefabricated by PT Kayu Lapis Indonesia, 
this project is a collaboration between the local community, private 
sector, and the government – a gift from the Arkatama Isvara 
Foundation to the city of Semarang. 

It is built at Taman Kasmaran, a public square in the city center 
with direct proximity to the river, and has a great view of Kampung 
Pelangi (Rainbow Village – a local tourist attraction). 

Architecturally it represents SHAU’s passive climate design, 
material, and typology experimentation for the tropical context. 
After numerous design iterations, the most favorable design 
concept was the elevated traditional ‘rumah panggung’ (house on 
stilts) that not only functions as a library but also adds value by 
becoming a neighborhood and community center. In addition, it 
also serves to promote Indonesian engineered wood products and 
manufacturing capabilities. 

The designers felt that it is important to have this multi-
programmatic approach to make the library a popular place, since 
reading alone is not yet considered a fun activity in the country. 
On the ground is a large semi-outdoor area, which can be used for 
workshops, as well as a wide tribune seating at the entrance for 
watching presentations or movies. A wooden swing serves to grab 
the attention of kids. The ground area is framed by a ring of planter 
boxes to create a more intimate atmosphere. Upstairs in the library 
itself, there is a net where kids can lie down, relax, and read but 
also directly communicate with parents and friends in the space 
underneath. 

Microlibrary Warak Kayu

Microlibrary is a multi-functional community space with environmentally-conscious design and materials.
Photo credit: futurarc.com
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The building can be seen as a living educational spot for wood and 
construction techniques. A variety of their available materials 
and products, primarily Bangkirai (Yellow Balau) and Meranti, for 
construction, have been used and only the foundation, footings, and 
roof cladding are not made from wood.

The design inspiration is based on the ‘Zollinger Bauweise’, a 
construction system developed in the 1920s in Germany. It is a 
form of a reciprocal system, resulting in a distinctive slightly shifted 
diamond pattern. This pattern happens to resemble a local mythical 
creature – ‘Warak Ngendog’ – and its dragon-like skin, displayed 
during annual festivals in Semarang. Hence the name Warak Kayu in 
Indonesian – meaning Wooden Warak, which is a positive narrative 
for communicating the design to a wider audience.

The building is cooled down by means of cross-ventilation and solar 
heat is prevented from entering using shading elements. The roof 
overhang provides shading around noon. The cross-ventilation aspect 
also helps to drag the moisture out of the building and prevents books 
from getting moldy or damaged.

Wood as construction material outperforms many other materials in 
terms of embodied energy, water and air pollution, carbon footprint, 
and it also regenerates naturally. For the Microlibrary Warak Kayu, 
all of the wood used complied with both the SVLK (Indonesian Legal 
Wood) and FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) certification. 

Various types of wood products and wood species were used. For the 
main structural components like columns and beams, Bangkirai-
based FJL (Finger Joint Laminate) was used. For decking, different 
Meranti-based plywood types in various thicknesses were employed. 
The main structure of columns, beams and secondary beams has 
the highest volume of all materials. Only Bangkirai or Yellow Balau 
– a tropical hard wood with high weather resistance often used for 
outdoor furniture and decking – has been used. The byproducts of 
this manufacturing in the form of leftover and small-cut wood pieces 
were trimmed and processed for finger joint strip elements.

Apart from the concrete foundation, all wooden elements were 
prefabricated at the factory which meant less noise, dust and generally 
less harmful impact on the direct environment during assembly and 
at the same time, a faster construction time required. 

The Microlibrary Warak Kayu has modern-contemporary and 
traditional elements in terms of architecture but also in terms of 
construction techniques. The building will be used as a showcase 
and inform a broader audience about the possibilities of timber 
construction and how wood can be used for different types of 
buildings, not just traditional temples or resorts. 

Source: archdaily.com 

The ground area is framed by a ring of planter boxes to create a more intimate 
atmosphere . Photo credit: futurarc.com

All wood materials are in compliance with the SVLK and FSC certification.
 Photo credit: futurarc.com
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Know Your Timber
Merpauh
The Standard Malaysian Name for the timber of Swintonia spp. (Anacardiaceae).
 Vernacular names applied include merpauh (Peninsular Malaysia) with various epithets, 
periang (Peninsular Malaysia), pitoh (Sarawak), rengas (Sabah) and selan (Sarawak).
The sapwood is light brown with a grey or pink tinge and is not sharply differentiated from 
the heartwood, which is light grey-brown with a pink tinge. Some trees develop a corewood, 
which is streaked with orange and red lines.

Density
The timber is a Medium Hardwood with a density of 640-880 kg/m3 air dry.

Texture
Texture is moderately coarse but even, with interlocked grain.

Strength Properties 

Machining Properties (P. triptera) 

Main Uses
The timber is suitable for light and medium construction under cover. The attractively streaked corewood, if available is suitable for 
high-class joinery and furniture. The timber is also suitable for interior finishing, panelling, mouldings, partitioning, flooring, 
door and window frames and sills, plywood, posts and cross arms and railway sleepers.

Source: A Dictionary of Malaysian Timbers.

STRENGTH PROPERTIES 

Species Test 
Condition 

Modulus of 
Elasticity 

(MPa) 

Modulus of 
Rupture 
(MPa) 

Compression 
parallel to 

grain (MPa) 

Compression 
perpendicular 

to grain 
(MPa) 

Shear 
strength 

(MPa) 
S. floribunda 
var. 
penangiana 

Green 14,700 77.0 40.5 4.48 10.9 
Air dry 16,300 103.0 51.4 7.24 12.6 

S. schwenkii Green 14,200 76.0 37.7 4.34 10.4 
Air dry 15,700 97.0 47.7 6.41 13.4 
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of 
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Quality 
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Ease of 
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Quality 
of 
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MAIN USES 

The timber is suitable for light and medium construction under cover. The attractively streaked 
corewood, if available is suitable for high-class joinery and furniture. The timber is also suitable for 
interior finishing, panelling, mouldings, partitioning, flooring, door and window frames and sills, 
plywood, posts and cross arms and railway sleepers. 

Source: A Dictionary of Malaysian Timbers. 
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resources management; sustainable land use development 
& management; forest beyond timber and capacity building. 
The objective of the conference aimed to get updates on the 
management of the HoB landscapes, its challenges, and to 
exchange ideas, experiences and best practices from 
other countries.

He added that the Sabah State Strategic Plan of Action (SPA), 
which was supported financially by WWF-Malaysia, would 
envision the Sabah Heart of Borneo Strategic Plan of Action 
for 2021 – 2030 to provide more holistic programmes through 
biodiversity conservation and sustainable development 
programmes in the state. A review was currently ongoing on 
the to compile the Initiative’s achievement for the past 13 years 
and to identify the next actions to support current and future 
conservation targets.

The HOB project had seen the restoration of 2,000ha of forest 
reserves,. the concerted efforts Sabah had maintained 50% of 
its landmass under forest cover and the state had increased 
forest covers to 65%, of which 52% were gazetted as forest 
reserves, parks and wildlife conservation areas.  

Heart of Borneo focused 
on conservation efforts
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GLOBAL COMMUNITY

The Sabah Forestry Department held a virtual international 
conference titled “Heart of Borneo (HoB) Initiative: Moving 
Forward in the New Norm” from 9 to 10 November 2021. 
The objectives of the conference were to get updates on the 
management of the HoB landscapes, its challenges, and to 
exchange ideas, experiences and best practices from other 
countries.

Apart from that, the conference also aims to recommend 
the way forward for HoB implementation post-Covid-19 
pandemic.

The event was launched by Sabah Chief Minister YAB Datuk 
Seri Panglima Haji Hajiji Haji Noor which saw participation 
of over 500 members, from various sectors locally and 
internationally. 

The HOB initiative was formed in 2007, following the 
commitment of three countries, i.e., Brunei Darussalam, 
Indonesia and Malaysia, to conserve and sustainably manage 
the biodiversity, ecosystems and natural resources within 
the HoB landscapes, covering about 22 million hectares of 
contiguous tropical forests. 

More than 26% of the State’s land area or about 1.9 million 
hectares, have been gazetted as Totally Protected Areas 
(TPAs), and 75% out of the 1.9 million hectares of TPAs is 
located within the Sabah’s Heart of Borneo boundary. The 
State Government has also committed to expand the size of 
its Totally Protected Areas (TPAs) to 30 per cent of Sabah’s 
land mass by 2025.

Chief Conservator of Forests Datuk Frederick Kugan said to 
date, the Initiative had helped to expand Totally Protected 
Areas (TPAs), rehabilitation activities, strengthening 
Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) and exploring the 
potential of forest beyond timber, the Nature-based Solution 
(NBS) and the Green Economy. Despite this tremendous 
target and achievement thus far, the most commonly debated 
issue among the public now is what these achievements really 
mean to the people.

The two-day-conference, saw 24 working papers being presented 
from key speakers, both at the international level and from 
around the region, including those related to the engagement of 
the local communities.

The virtual event had sessions tackling four equally important 
topics that include protected area and sustainable natural 

Chief Conservator of Forest Datuk Frederick Kugan officiating 
the virtual launch of the HoB Conference.  Photo credit: Heart of

Borneo Sabah Forestry
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As the COVID-19 pandemic continued to play havoc with the 
meetings of multilateral environmental and other agreements, the 
57th session of the International Tropical Timber Council (ITTC-
57) and the Associated Sessions of its four Committees gathered 
virtually from 29 November to 3 December 2021, to ensure the work 
of the ITTC’s governing body, the International Tropical Timber 
Organization (ITTO), could continue.

As a result of some agenda items being deferred a year ago by ITTC-
56, this year’s session needed to make some key decisions. The first, 
was the renewal of the International Tropical Timber Agreement, 
2006 (ITTA, 2006), as members were cognizant of the fact that 
the Agreement would otherwise lapse on 7 December 2021 where 
members can opt to extend, renegotiate, or terminate the agreement. 
Another key issue for consideration was the election of a new 
Executive Director (ED). 

Other issues considered throughout the session include the 
discussion and possible adoption of the ITTO Strategic Action Plan 
2022–2026 of the Biennial Review and Assessment of the World 
Timber Situation 2019–2020; the implementation of the ITTO’s 
new financing architecture, Phase II; and the progress report on the 
implementation of the ITTO Biennial Work Programme 2021-2022.

Following four days of deliberations and consensus-building among 
the participating countries, Sheam Satkuru (Malaysia) was appointed 
as the new ITTO ED by consensus for a four-year term. She is 
expected to begin her tenure no later than 1 April 2022.

Ms. Satkuru was the Malaysian Timber Council’s Regional Director 
for Europe between 2007 and 2017, and she has been Director of 
Operations at ITTO since 2017. In accepting the appointment, Ms. 
Satkuru referred to the principle of consensus as one of ITTO’s 
strongest features.

57th Session of the 
International Tropical 
Timber Council

Ms. Sheam Satkuru, ITTO’s newly appointed Executive Director. 
 Photo credit:IISD Earth Negotiations & ITTO

“ITTO begins yet another new chapter in its long journey of adventures,” 
she said. “As the first woman to be appointed as the Organization’s 
Executive Director, I applaud all members of the International Tropical 
Timber Council for the consultative and collaborative spirit they 
have shown. To all, I pledge to take ITTO’s interests forward in a fair, 
balanced, and equitable manner for all its members.”

The COVID-19 pandemic and the associated economic fallout 
has had major impacts on the tropical timber trade in all the 
major trading regions, with potentially long-term ramifications, 
according to the speakers at the 2021 Annual Market Discussion, 
under the theme “Challenges in manufacturing and trade during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.”

The event, which was organised by ITTO’s Trade Advisory 
Group(TAG), focused on challenges in tropical timber manufacturing 
and trade arising during the pandemic and explored the near-term 
outlook for the sector. It was open to the public and featured seven 
speakers from around the world.

Another key decision taken at ITTC-57 was the adoption of the 
Strategic Action Plan (SAP) 2022-2026, which will guide the activities 
of the organisation until the expiry of the renewed ITTA, 2006. 
The International Tropical Timber Council meets once a year to 
discuss a wide-ranging agenda aimed at promoting sustainable 
tropical forest management and the trade of sustainably produced 
tropical timber.

The Council will convene its 58th session on 7–12 November 2022 
in Yokohama, Japan. It elected Mr. Jesse Mahoney (Australia) and 
Mr Nurudeen Iddrisu (Ghana) as its next Chair and Vice-chair, 
respectively. 

Source: IISD Earth Negotiations Bulletin

Council Chair Mr. Kheiruddin Mohd Rani listens attentively on day 4 of the 
57th session. Source & Photo credit: IISD Earth Negotiations & ITTO
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GLOBAL COMMUNITY

The 26th U.N. Climate Change Conference concluded on 12 November 
2021 after two weeks of deliberations between political and corporate 
leaders from around the globe on how best to combat climate chage. 
The talks resulted in commitments for billions of investments in 
climate finance and to phase-out-coal-fired generation in the coming 
decades, alongside an increased urgency to control greenhouse gas 
emissions to control global warming below 2 degress Celsius. 
 
After a year’s delay because of the COVID-19 pandemic, COP26 
hosted by the UK, was held in Glasgow, the United Kingdom, 
from 31 October to 12 November 2021.

After extending the COP26 climate negotiations an extra day, nearly 
200 countries meeting in Glasgow, Scotland, adopted an outcome 
document that, according to the UN Secretary-General, “reflects 
the interests, the contradictions, and the state of political will in the 
world today”. 
 
The UN chief added that it is time to go “into emergency mode”, 
ending fossil fuel subsidies, phasing out coal, putting a price on 
carbon, protecting vulnerable communities, and delivering the $100 
billion climate finance commitment. 
 
KEY TAKEAWAYS OF COP26 AGREEMENT 

Despite the COP26 climate conference has ended, the world still has 
a long way to go in the years ahead. Here, are the five key takeaways 
from COP26 on progress made and areas that still need work. The 
agreement - although not legally binding - will set the global agenda 
on climate change for the next decade: 
 
Emissions 
 
It was agreed countries will meet next year to pledge further cuts to 
emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) - a greenhouse gas which causes 
climate change. This is to try to keep temperature rises within 1.5C 
- which scientists say is required to prevent a “climate catastrophe”. 
Current pledges, if met, will only limit global warming to about 2.4C. 

Coal 

For the first time at a COP conference, there was an explicit plan to reduce 
use of coal - which is responsible for 40% of annual CO2 emissions. 
However, countries only agreed a weaker commitment to “phase down” 
rather than “phase out” coal after a late intervention by China and India. 

COP26 : Key outcomes

 
Developing countries 

The agreement pledged to significantly increase money to help poor 
countries cope with the effects of climate change and make the 
switch to clean energy. There’s also the prospect of a trillion dollar 
a year fund from 2025 - after a previous pledge for richer countries 
to provide $100bn (£72bn) a year by 2020 was missed. While some 
observers say the COP26 agreement represented the “start of a 
breakthrough”, some African and Latin American countries felt not 
enough progress was made. 
 
Fossil fuel subsidies 

World leaders agreed to phase-out subsidies that artificially lower the 
price of coal, oil, or natural gas.However, no firm dates have been set.

Nature gets its due 

Pledges to preserve or restore nature as part of addressing climate 
change garnered more attention at COP26 than in past years, 
particularly on the issue of stopping deforestation 
 
Meanwhile, COP26 President Alok Sharma stated that delegations 
could say “with credibility” that they have kept 1.5 degrees within 
reach. But he was “deeply sorry” for the way last-minute negotiations 
had unfolded, after India and China forced a change to the text of the 
deal agreed in Glasgow on Saturday to water down language on the 
phaseout of coal power.  
 
Six years ago, countries were asked to make changes to keep global 
warming “well below” 2C - and to try to aim for 1.5C. The goal is to 
keep cutting emissions until they reach net zero by mid-century. 
 
All participants of COP26, especially developing countries, have 
demonstrated unprecedented ambition and determination to tackle 
climate change. Next year’s COP27 summit is in Egypt. 

Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin coverage of COP 26
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Patricia Espinosa, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (standing near left), and Alok Sharma President for COP26 (seated centre), at 

the closing of the UN Climate Conference in Glasgow, Scotland. 
Photo credit: UNFCCC/Kiara Worth 

Pledges to preserve or restore nature as part of addressing climate change garnered more 
attention at COP26. Photo credit: UNFCCC/Kiara Worth 
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17 million 
trees planted 
nationwide 
under the 
Malaysian  
Greening 
programme 
Under the Malaysian Greening programme in the 100 Million 
Tree-Planting Campaign 2021-2025 some 17 million tree saplings 
of various species have been planted nationwide so far.

The 100 Million Tree-Planting Campaign 2021-2025 launched in January 
2021 is part of the Greening Malaysia programme. The campaign, 
organised by the Energy and Natural Resources (KeTSa) Ministry with 
cooperation from the Forestry Department of Peninsular Malaysia 
(JPSM), state forest departments, Forest Research Institute of Malaysia 
(FRIM) and state governments, aims to have 100 million trees planted 
across the country over the next five years.

The five-year programme is aims to increase the awareness on the 
importance of forest area and to ensure the commitment to maintain 
forest area in Malaysia.

Energy and Natural Resources Ministry is confident that this 
year’s target of planting 20 million trees could be achieved and is 
encouraging the community to be dedicated to the task of planting 
various species of trees to ensure the campaign’s success.
So far under the campaign, the ministry with its collaborative efforts 
with various stakeholders have successfully planted 600,000 trees so 
far under this campaign.

The ministry also encouraged community leaders to include the 
planting of trees in their social programmes by participating in the 
campaign and ensure the success of the agenda to make Malaysia 
green. The programme would preserve the country’s biological 
diversity, which is an invaluable national treasure, while improving 
the quality of the environment and rivers.

In support of this call, the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC), also has 
pledged RM100,000 to the National 100 Million Tree Planting Programme. 
This is also part and parcel of MTC’s seven must-wins for 2021 to spur 
sustainable green initiatives, specifically aimed at raising awareness on the 
importance of forests, especially in tackling climate change.

Energy and Natural Resources Minister Datuk Seri Takiyuddin Hassan participated in 
a tree-planting campaign at Bukit Malut Forest Reserve, Langkawi.

Photo credit: BERNAMA 

This commitment by MTC is undertaken to expand awareness on 
the importance of conserving trees and forested areas, in line with 
Malaysia’s pledge at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio De Janeiro to 
retain at least 50% of the land size of the country under forest cover.

While the country has done well so far by retaining 55.3% of its total 
land area under forest cover, MTC believes that it remains important 
to continue such efforts in perpetuity and involving also private 
sector organisations. 
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Uncovering Gunung 
Gading’s natural 
treasures

Gunung Gading National Park is one of the best places in Asia to 
view the spectacular blooms of the Rafflesia the world’s largest 
flower which can grow up to one metre in diameter.

The Park with a total area of 4,196 ha, comprises a series of rugged 
mountains, making it perfect for beginner and intermediate 
hikers. Located in Lundu, Sarawak the park is also home to the 
world’s largest flower, the Rafflesia, which is a must-see for all 
those looking to complete their flora-spotting experience.

The genus Rafflesia is a group of parasitic plants that are 
classified within the family of Rafflesiaceae, together with one 
other genus (Rhizanthes) in Southeast Asia and is a totally 
protected plant under Sarawak’s Wildlife Protection Ordinance.

A parasitic plant, the Rafflesia is a rare flower with a short 
flowering period. The entire Rafflesia plant consists of a single 
flower devoid of leaf, stem or roots. The five thick, fleshy petals 
are red and covered with lighter coloured spots, warts, and 
blotches. 

It takes eighteen months to infest the tissues of the host vine, 
followed by nine months to mature into a cabbage-sized bud 
before flowering for a mere 4-5 days. When in full bloom, it 
emits a carrion-like odour to attract flies and other insects that 
pollinate the plant.

The largest flower seen at the park was one measuring 98cm wide 
in 2000 or 2001. Most flowers are found on the lower slopes of 
the mountain. To see a blooming rafflesia is certainly the highlight of a trip to Gunung Gading.

Photo credit: Gading.my

Gunung Gading was gazetted as a National Park in 1983 with a total area of 4,196 ha. Photo credit: Gading.my
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A plank walk trail that passes through an area of forest where Raff lesia 
f lower’s often bloom. Photo credit: Gading.my

The national park has several war remnants which makes it a place of historical importance.
Photo credit: Gading.my
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It is not only giant flowers that make Gunung Gading worth 
visiting. Besides the Rafflesia Tuan Mudae, a species endemic 
to Sarawak, Gunung Gading is also known for its waterfalls and 
jungle trekking.

Visitors can also go hiking (all jungle trekking trails are color 
coded) to reach waterfalls and clear jungle streams that make 
excellent bathing spots. The park includes four mountain peaks 
– Gunung Gading, Gunung Perigi, Gunung Sebuloh and Gunung 
Lundu – so most of the jungle treks involve a significant amount 
of hill walking and a reasonable level of fitness is required. The 
summit treks are for serious hikers – they can be done in a day , 
requiring 6 -7 hours of hiking, hence, an early start is essential in 
order to enjoy the rainforest scenery.

Tourists will get the chance to explore the waterfall trail in 
Gunung Gading which is a short walk winding its way through the 
forest. The highlight of this trail is passing a series of waterfalls 
which includes a short Rafflesia trail where you might be able to 
spot the flower.

There are a total of 7 waterfalls to be explored with hill walking 
which could take up to three hours. If tired, you could always turn 
back when you have had your fair share of exploring the beauty 
and uniqueness of nature in this national park and seize the 
chance to take a perfect dip in the pool surrounded by forest. 
The park and the area of Lundu around it are well worth the visit 
for travelers. 

Source: Sarawaktourism.com. 

A series of waterfalls and clear jungle streams provide excellent bathing 
spots. Photo credit: Gading.my




