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Dear Readers,

Welcome to the first issue of TIMBER MALAYSIA 2022. 

2022 marks an important milestone for the Malaysian 
Timber Council (MTC) as it turns 30 this year. The 
Council’s 30th Anniversary celebration was held in a 
grand-scale celebration in early January 2022 where the 
event was graced by the Deputy Minister of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities (MPIC) YB Datuk Willie Anak 
Mongin on behalf of the Minister of MPIC. For our special 
coverage on the event turn on pages 4-7.

This issue also features MTC honoring all the winners 
of the Malaysian Timber Industry Awards 2022. A total 
of five awards were presented, namely the Environment 
and Sustainability Distinction  Award, Digitalisation and 
Digitising Award, COVID-19 Operations Excellence Award, 
Innovative Timber Products Award and Timber Industry 
Personality Award. Our report on this is on pages 18-19.

In A CASE FOR TIMBER, we feature Bar Raval, a popular 
Toronto-based tapas bar that is ranked as one of the best in 
the world showcasing a magnificent, undulating Mahogany 
interior to “create an art piece” that would become an 
enduring culinary and civic institution. Discover this 
wooden wonder in pages 40-42.

We have also added a new section entitled In Conversation 
where we interviewed Ar. Dr. Tan Loke Mun, a renowned 
architect on his take on the use of natural, renewable, 
reusable, and recyclable materials, such as timber in 
designing and building green and sustainable projects. 
Turn to pages 28-31 for more on this interview.

Happy reading!

The Editor.
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MTC WINDOW
Management Updates

TOGETHER WE G.R.O.W.

Together We G.R.O.W. is the theme of the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC)’s 30th Anniversary 
signifying MTC’s continuous support to strengthen the Malaysian timber industry through:
G: Generating impressive development of the industry domestically and globally
R: Responsive proactively to the issues and challenges faced by the industry
O: Overseeing the performance and make power progress to the industry
W: Way-forward actions for the sustainability growth of the industry

The pandemic has changed the way we communicate.  This change has increased the importance of corporate 
communications and the role we play to ensure timely and accurate information both internally as well as 
externally with the various stakeholders. It has also led to an inevitable surge in the use of digital technologies 
due to the social distancing norms.  Virtual meetings, talks, webinars, industry dialogues, and B2Bs are 
becoming the new norm. Engagement with media has been strengthened through a series of interviews, 
advertorials as well as promotional videos to manage the public’s perception of the Malaysian timber industry.   
 
Beyond this, we have also integrated social and environmental concerns into MTC’s operations.  Several 
CSR initiatives have been undertaken to positively impact society and help those in need. These amongst 

MTC Treetop Spotlight
In this issue, the Management wishes to recognise Ms. Chai Kam Ching, Manager from the Market Promotion 
Division (MPD) for her contribution to MTC.  As a key member of MPD, Ms. Chai was instrumental in the 
coordination of MTC’s participation in Expo 2020 Dubai where MTC lead the participation of related agencies 
and companies in Week 17 which is designated as the Non-Food Sustainable Agri-commodity Week (23-29 
January 2022) of the Expo.As the lead coordinator of the project, Ms. Chai was a tremendous help in planning 
all preparations to ensure the smooth implementation of all activities during Week 17. Her dedication and hard 
work have helped MTC to reach our set targets for the event. Apart from that, she also manages and oversees 
the implementation of various projects throughout the year. 

Congratulations on doing a great job!
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The year 2022 started with a positive note as Malaysia’s exports of timber products recorded a growth of 3.1% from RM22.02 billion in 2020 
to RM22.7 billion in 2021. This year, the Council’s seven Must-Wins center on reviving businesses with several new programmes to help the 
industry be more resilient in navigating the impact of COVID-19 and emerge in a better position as the economy recovers.

On 10 January 2022, the Council celebrated its 30th Anniversary as it reflected on its monumental milestones since its inception three 
decades ago. The celebration also saw the announcement of the winners of the prestigious Malaysian Timber Industry Awards which is the 
first-of-its-kind in the country. Several key programmes were rolled out in the first two months that included the Soft Launch of MTC ‘s Forest 
Beyond Timber video, Launch of TimbeReality, and the Soft Launch of Malaysian Wood Expo 2022 at the Malaysia Pavilion, Expo 2020 Dubai 
as well as the launch of the Commodities Integration Marketing Company (CIMC) in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

As we move forward, the Council will continue to focus on strengthening the pillars of our business as stated in our five-year Roadmap 
through building resilience and driving reforms that will sustain the industry’s growth. Together with my team, I look forward to ensuring 
the Council continues to provide value through all our engagement touchpoints and, just as importantly, build on the strong partnerships 
we have established with our stakeholders in the government, industry, academia, and the community. 

We look forward to a roaringly successful and prosperous year with you.

“LET’S POWER PROGRESS TOGETHER!”
MUHTAR BIN  SUHAILI
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)

others included giving back to nature through tree planting programmes to educate the public to care for the environment and giving back 
to society through contributions to the deserving charitable organisations, welfare homes, and industry members.  This has led MTC to be 
recognised for its CSR initiatives through the “Government Council of the Year Award for Outstanding Community Support” which it has won 
last year at the Sustainability and CSR Malaysia Awards 2021.
 
As MTC celebrates its 30th anniversary this year, we shall continue the journey to ensure that the Malaysian timber industry’s image is always safeguarded.  
Looking ahead as we help the industry revive post-COVID-19, we are committed to continuing to project a consistent voice in all communications showcasing 
Malaysia as a responsible and leading producer and exporter of timber and timber products that are sourced from sustainably managed forests.

NORAIHAN ABDUL RAHMAN
Director, Corporate Communications Division (as at 28 February 2022)
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MTC celebrates 30 years 
of achievements
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) celebrated its 30th 
Anniversary on 10 January 2022 at the Grand Hyatt Hotel, 
Kuala Lumpur. Themed ‘Together We Grow”, the anniversary 
gala dinner was graced by the Plantation Industries and 
Commodities (MPIC) Deputy Minister YB Datuk Willie anak 
Mongin on behalf of the Minister. 

Speaking at the dinner, the Deputy Minister highlighted that 
over the last three decades, the industry had made an impressive 
transition into an exporter of value-added products which was 
reflected in the country’s timber export performance.

He said the country recorded an increase in revenue valued at 
RM17.9 billion from timber export activities from January to 
October 2021, a 0.41 percent increase as compared to 2020. 
Among the products that had contributed to the revenue, the 
increase included wooden furniture, sawntimber, plywood, and 
joinery products. 

The Deputy Minister also called upon industry players to explore 
alternative raw material sources such as oil palm trunk (OPT), 
which has the potential to be used as a building material for 
interior and external applications. He said the use of OPT can 
help reduce dependence on raw materials from natural forests.  

The Deputy Minister also launched MTC’s 30th Anniversary 
book titled “Standing Tall - A Malaysian Timber Industry 
Journey” which captures the timber industry journey including 
the history, stature, accomplishment, and its progress over the 
last century.

MTC Malaysian 
Timber Industry 
Awards 

The highlight of the event was the prize-giving ceremony of the 
inaugural MTC Malaysian Timber Industry Awards which was organised 
to recognise the contributions of the Malaysian timber industry players 
that showed outstanding performance in the timber sector. A total of 
five awards were presented during the ceremony and there were   
13 recipients among the industry players were selected and awarded. 

YB Datuk Willie anak Mongin cutting the cake to mark the occassion.

YB Datuk Deputy Minister (centre) with key dignitaries giving thumbs up.
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Winners for the first category, “Environment and 
Sustainability Distinction” were KTS Plantation Sdn. Bhd, 
Weng Meng Industries Sdn Bhd, and One-Tech (M) Sdn. Bhd. 

The second category, “Digitalisation and Digitising 
Excellence” award went to Weng Meng Industries Sdn. Bhd., 
Deep Furniture Sdn Bhd, and KJH Wood Industrial Sdn Bhd. 

The third category, “COVID-19 Operations Excellence” 
winners’ were Soon Her Sing Industries (M) Sdn. 
Bhd., Weng Meng Industries Sdn. Bhd., and Dee Noon 
Corporation Sdn. Bhd. 

The fourth category, “Innovative Timber Products” award 
winners were Deep Furniture Sdn. Bhd., Simewood Product 
Sdn. Bhd, and HeveaBoard Berhad. 

The final winner of the fifth category, “Timber Industry 
Personality” was Mr. George Tan Seng Hoe.

“Over the last three 
decades, the industry 
had made an impressive 
transition into an exporter 
of value-added products 
which was reflected in the 
country’s timber export 
performance.”
MPIC Deputy Minister YB 
Datuk Willie anak Mongin.
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YB Datuk Deputy Minister speaking at the press conference.YB Datuk Deputy Minister launched MTC’s 30th Anniversary book titled 
“Standing Tall - A Malaysian Timber Industry Journey”.

The glitzy gala dinner adopted an inflight concept, where esteemed guests were ‘flown’ across four cities to experience and enjoy their dinner.

Line up of MTC staff members who received the “Long Service Award” at the gala dinner.

Some of the timber industry players that attended the MTC’s 30th Anniversary Gala Dinner.
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The Malaysian timber industry is underrated - despite earning lesser in 
foreign revenue compared to the likes of oil and gas, it has been consistently 
generating more than RM22 billion worth of exports annually since 2015. 
Malaysian timber is famed for its consistency and durability, qualities that 
reflect on the foundational work that has been done in the past 60 years to 
build an industry that is now recognised as a global industry leader.

“Standing Tall” captures the history, stature, accomplishments, and spirit 
of the industry perfectly - it conjures images of quietly proud trees that 
took years and years to grow and reaching up to the sky. It reflects on the 
fortitude and resilience of the industry and reminds us of our roots and 
home. It also represents the industry’s stance, confidently facing up to the 
unknown challenges of this digital age.

STANDING TALL  
A Malaysian Timber 
Industry Journey

In conjunction with the 30th Anniversary celebrations, the Council 
also presented a “Long Service Award” to staff who served MTC for 
more than 20 years as a gesture of recognition to thank them for 
their loyalty, contribution, effort, and commitment to the Council. 

The ceremony was also attended by the MPIC Secretary-General 
YBhg. Datuk Ravi Muthayah, MTC Chairman Madam Hajah 
Norrida Yusoff, MTC Chief Executive Officer Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, 
members of MTC Board of Trustees, as well as related agencies and 
timber industry representatives.

For more details on MTC’s 30th Anniversary Gala Dinner, check out MTC’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/malaysiantimbercouncil/ 

MTC’s 30th Anniversary Book

Fun atmosphere filled the air as MTC Leadership Team and employees came dressed according to the Batik theme.
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Enhancing engagement 
with Terengganu  
industry players
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) organised a two-day 
working visit to Terengganu from 12 and 13 January 2022 
respectively as part of its networking efforts to engage with 
the timber industry players to better understand the issues 
and challenges faced by the manufacturers here.

The MTC delegation which was led by MTC Chairman Madam 
Hajah Norrida Yusoff together with MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili and several key members of the MTC’s Leadership 
Team had the opportunity to meet four wood product 
manufacturing companies, namely, Kilang Papan PGP Sdn. 
Bhd., Golden Pharos Berhad, Low Fatt Wood Industries Sdn. 
Bhd., and Bormill Wood (Trengganu) Sdn. Bhd.

A member of the Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery 
Council, Kilang Papan PGP situated in Wakaf Tapai Industrial 
Area in Marang is an established factory that produces 
sawntimber, wood trusses, planed timber, wood mouldings, 
and other wood products. Its major export destinations are 
India, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Maldives, and The Philippines.

After which, the MTC delegation met with Golden Pharos Berhad 
Group Executive Director, Associate Profesor Dr. Mohd Zaki 
Hamzah at the Hotel Permai, Kuala Terengganu. Golden Pharos 
Berhad (GPB) a subsidiary of the Terengganu State Government, is a 
public listed company on the Main Board of Bursa Malaysia and their 
main products are logs, sawntimber, veneer, and wood chips. They 
export their product to Europe, Iraq, Yemen, and Korea.

MTC delegation visited the Kilang Papan PGP’s factory.

 Mr. Muhtar Suhaili briefing the participants at Golden Pharos Berhad.

The next visit was made to Low Fatt Wood Industries Sdn. Bhd. in Hulu 
Terengganu a timber company that manufactures complete timber 
processing facilities producing kiln-dried sawntimber, mouldings, 
decking, laminated scantlings, indoor and outdoor furniture, and 
engineered veneer doors to a wide variety of markets. The factory 
occupies more than 30 acres of land in Ajil, Hulu Terengganu and the 
company exports to more than 25 countries worldwide.

The final factory visited was to Bormill Wood (Trengganu) Sdn. Bhd., 
a pioneer in general mouldings manufacturing located in Kuala 
Terengganu. The company exports most of its products to the United 
States of America, Australia, New Zealand, and European countries.

MTC engages with its industry members through outreach 
programmes such as this on a regular basis where information on the 
Council’s initiatives, market developments, and opportunities for 
collaboration are shared.

MTC Chairman (third from left) received a token from Dato’ Low Kian Chuan of   
Low Fatt Wood Industries Sdn. Bhd.

MTC Chairman (third from left) presenting a token to Dato’ Lau Chen Nai
 of Bormill Wood (Trengganu) Sdn. Bhd.
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Improving the 
competitiveness of 
Bumiputera MSMEs 
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) held a “Majlis Penyerahan 
Mesin kepada Usahawan Bumiputera Mikro Negeri Terengganu” 
at the Terengganu Timber Industry Training Centre (TTITC), 
a training center accredited under the Department of Skills 
Development in Kuala Berang, Terengganu on 14 January 2022. 

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff presented a mock 
cheque as a symbolic act for the financial assistance provided to 
the selected Bumiputera micro entrepreneurs and SMEs. This is 
part of MTC’s Bumiputera Development Programme initiative 
to assist and equip the Bumiputera entrepreneurs with essential 
machinery to help them increase their productivity and business 
capability both locally and abroad. A total of 21 companies were 
selected to receive the basic machinery assistance with 
a maximum value of RM5,000 each.

MoA signing ceremony between PEKA and UMK was witnessed by Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff.

The beneficiaries of the MTC’s Bumiputera Development Programme.

Terengganu was the second state that received the machinery and 
equipment assistance following the earlier engagement session 
held with a total of 21 Bumiputera micro-sized enterprises in 
Malacca on 16 - 17 November 2021. 

Also present at the event were Political Secretary to Menteri Besar 
of Terengganu cum TTITC Chairman Tuan Haji Muhyidin Abdul 
Rashid, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, TTITC CEO Mr. Muhamad 
Sulong, MTC COO Mr. Roger Chin, President of Malaysian Wood 
Industries Association (MWIA) and Terengganu Wood Industries 
Association (TWIA) Mr. Goh Chee Yew, President of Association 
of Malaysian Bumiputera Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs 
(PEKA) Tuan Haji Farosham Naizamohideen, MTC staff, TTITC 
staff and members of the timber industry.

A Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) Signing Ceremony 
between PEKA and Universiti Malaysia Kelantan (UMK) 
was also inked where both parties agreed to collaborate 
in the “Program Inisiatif Kajiselidik dan Konsultasi”. The 
MoA ceremony was signed by PEKA President Tuan Haji 
Farosham and UMK lecturer Assoc. Prof. Ts. Dr. Mohd 
Hazim Mohamad Amini.

This programme is funded by the MTC Bumiputera 
Development Fund Programme where UMK is tasked to 
gather the latest information on the use of manpower, 
production capacity, factory location, and current 
challenges faced by PEKA members in Peninsular Malaysia.
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Promoting ‘green’  
lifestyle solutions
The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities 
(MPIC) YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin held a visit 
to the One-Tech (M) Sdn. Bhd., in Ampang, Selangor on 
15 January 2022. The visit enabled One-Tech to share its 
journey in sustainable manufacturing and discuss the future 
of Malaysia’s sustainable industries.

A home-grown company incorporated in March 1993,  
One-Tech (M) Sdn. Bhd. is recognised as one of the pioneers 
in Malaysia’s green furniture industry using sustainable 
and reclaimed materials. Over the past decade, the company 
has evolved to specialise in the production of certified 
high-end wood products and interior design works for local 

government agencies, universities, private corporations, and 
public listed companies. 

The company believes in adopting eco-friendly materials and 
processes to provide local households with greener interior 
solutions that are safer and healthier for the environment.

Harith Ridzuan also known as the Green Carpenter, has played a 
key role in transforming One-Tech into a sustainable manufacturer 
of wood products. As a Director of the family’s company and 
founder of Harith Green Carpenter (HGC), Harith has developed 
HGC’s core values, which include sustainability as its main priority. 

YB Datuk Minister exchanging views with One-Tech (M) Sdn. Bhd. during the visit. 
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Today, the company has expanded its product scope through brands 
namely, Harith Green Carpenter, Dapo, Jord, Nokta, and Meubelism. The 
company also became the first manufacturer in Malaysia that produces 
PEFC/MTCS-certified homeware under its brand DAPO after obtaining 
the MTCS-CoC Certification in 2018.

During the visit, One-Tech has also highlighted the Green Factory 
Apprenticeship programme (GREFA), a 6-month programme in 
collaboration with Yayasan Peneraju Pendidikan Bumiputera (Yayasan 
Peneraju), where young creative individuals will have the opportunity 
to earn an income while learning more about the world of crafting and 
woodworking. After which, the delegation was taken on a tour of the 
production facilities and processes. One-Tech’s 13,000ft2 factory in 
Ampang, Selangor is also a teaching factory dedicated to developing 
highly skilled and capable woodworkers, designers, and engineers.

At the MTC’s 30th Anniversary Gala Dinner held recently, One-Tech (M) 
Sdn. Bhd. was one of the successful winners of the Malaysian Timber 
Industry Awards 2022, under the award category of Environment and 
Sustainability Distinction that honours companies for its sustainability 
efforts and implementation of the green practices in the projects or 
initiatives that have made a positive impact on the company’s image.

Among the other members present at the visit were MPIC Deputy 
Secretary-General Mr. Mad Zaidi Mohd Karli, MTIB Chairman 

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida with other attendees listening to the briefing session.

Mr. Mokhtar Yaacob presenting a token to One-Tech (M) Sdn. Bhd.

Harith Ridzuan gives a briefing to the attendees.

YB Datuk Minister together with other participants of the visit.

The company 
adopts eco-friendly 
materials and 
processes to provide 
greener interior 
solutions that are 
safer and healthier 
for the environment.

Datuk Hishamuddin Abdul Karim, MTC Chairman Madam 
Hajah Norrida Yusoff, MTIB Deputy Director-General 
Madam Hajah Roslina Idris, MTCC CEO Madam Siti Syaliza 
Mustapha, Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and 
Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA) President Tuan Haji Farosham 
Naizamohideen, as well as other officers of the Ministry and 
related agencies.
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Launch of Jelajah 
Agrikomoditi Keluarga 
Malaysia 2022
The Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) 
organised the “Eksklusif Bersama YAB Perdana Menteri dan 
Pelancaran Jelajah Agrikomoditi Keluarga Malaysia 2022” at the 
Marriott Hotel, Putrajaya on 19 January 2022. The programme 
was launched by the Prime Minister, YAB Dato’ Sri Ismail Sabri 
Yaakob together with MPIC Minister, YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida 
Kamaruddin.

The Prime Minister said that the National Agricommodity 
Policy (DAKN) 2021-2030 which will be launched by MPIC 
will drive the development of the agri-commodity sector in a 
more sustainable, competitive, and market-oriented manner in 
line with new norms and increased digital technology use post 
COVID-19.

In his speech, the Prime Minister said that the DAKN 2021-2030 
will be used as a reference for the country’s commodity industry 
in the environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) aspects as 
well as towards achieving the 2030 Sustainable Development 
Goals Agenda.

In 2020, the agri-commodity sector had contributed about 
RM85 billion to the country’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP), of 
which upstream agri-commodity GDP contribution was RM46 
billion and downstream RM38 billion.

The total agri-commodity exports continued to be encouraging 
even though the country was still dealing with the COVID-19 
pandemic. As of November 2021, export revenue was estimated 
at RM189.8 billion, an increase of 41.6 per cent over the same 

period in 2020. This achievement was largely driven by increased imports 
in global major markets as well as higher commodity prices especially 
involving palm oil-based products.

The event also saw the announcement of the MPIC Flagship Programme 
through the Strategic Partnership Plans with 12 industry players. 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB) Director-General Tuan Haji 
Mahpar Atan and MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili handed over the Strategic 
Partnership Letter of Intent to two companies namely Jaycorp Berhad 
for Bumiputera Entrepreneurs Development Programme and Tadom Hill 
Resort Sdn Bhd for Bamboo One-Stop Centre.

The Ministry has set the export of timber-related products to reach RM24 
billion in 2022 driven by exploring new markets such as Central Asia, the 
Middle East and Oceania. 

Also present at the event were Deputy Ministers YB Dato’ Seri Dr. Wee Jeck 
Seng and YB Datuk Willie Anak Mongin, Secretary-General YBhg. Datuk 
Ravi Muthayah, MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, MTC CEO 
Mr. Muhtar Suhaili and MTC Board of Trustees.

“The DAKN 2021-2030 will be used as a 
reference for the country’s commodity 
industry in the environmental, Social 
and Governance (ESG) aspects as well as 
towards achieving the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals Agenda.”

YAB Dato’ Sri Ismail Sabri Yaakob (third from left) together with YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida 
Kamaruddin (third from right) at the launch of “Jelajah Agrikomoditi Keluarga Malaysia 2022”.
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Pushing boundaries and 
creating better ways to 
live in the tropics

MTC Timber Talk by Ar. Dr. Tan Loke Mun

In conjunction with MTC’s 30th Anniversary, MTC organised 
its first MTC Timber Talk webinar session on 21 January 
2022. The prominent and award winning architect, Ar. Dr. 
Tan Loke Mun was invited as the guest speaker. Renowned for 
his innovative and sustainable building designs, Ar. Dr. Tan 
shared his inspirations and insights through his presentation 
titled “Living in the Tropics”.

The webinar is held to generate interest and confidence among 
the users in using and exploring the use of timber in the built 
environment. It is an effort to educate and provide informative 
and inspiring insights into the best design practices, latest 
innovations, and interesting case studies from the leading 
experts in timber design, specification, and construction.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili who delivered the welcoming 
remarks emphasised that timber is a versatile and robust 
building material and hoped that this webinar will enlighten and 
spark more interest among local users and designers to use more 
timber in their projects.

In the last 30 years, Ar. Dr. Tan has been paving the way in 
sustainable architecture. Of all the projects shared at the 
presentation, one that stands out is the S11 House in Petaling 
Jaya, the first house in Malaysia to receive a platinum rating 
Green Building Index (GBI) certification, the highest level 
on the GBI. The GBI was introduced back in 2009 to promote 
sustainable building practice.

Constructed with recycled and repurposed materials, this 
award-winning house is shaded by the large canopy of existing 
trees on the site and designed to significantly reduce reliance on 
air-conditioning, one of the most common but energy-intensive 
home appliances in hot and humid Malaysia.

The session was moderated by MTC Corporate Communications 
Senior Executive, Ms. Nornajjua Ariffah Mohd Nasir. There were 

more than 100 participants from various backgrounds such as universities 
lecturers, students, architects, interior designers, timber industry, as well as 
from associations had joined the webinar session.

For more info on MTC Timber Talk 2022 by Ar. Dr. Tan Loke Mun “Living in 
the Tropics” – log onto Malaysian Timber Council’s YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V6KST-XEUYw

Ar. Dr. Tan Loke Mun presenting a topic titled “Living in the Tropics”.

Profile of Architect
Ar. Dr. Tan is a prominent award-winning Architect from Malaysia. He is the founding Director of ArchiCentre 
Sdn. Bhd., DTLM Design Group, and principal of DRTANLM Architect. He has been in the industry for more 
than 30 years and is best known for having designed the first Green Building Index Platinum-rated house in 
Malaysia, the S11 House, and its subsequent iterations the Clay Roof House and the Fabric House. 

Ar. Dr. Tan’s multiple significant architectural awards include the ASEAN Energy Award, Asia Pacific Design 
Awards for sustainability FuturArc Green Leadership Award, and numerous Malaysian Institute of Architects 
(Pertubuhan Arkitek Malaysia, PAM) and Malaysian Institute of Interior Designers (MIID) REKA Awards.

 S11 House is among one of the projects designed by Dr. Tan.
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Malaysian sustainable 
agri-commodities debuts  
at Expo 2020 Dubai
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) was appointed as 
the lead Agency by the Ministry of Plantation Industries 
and Commodities (MPIC) to lead the coordination for the 
participation of all non-food agri-commodity agencies and councils  
at Expo 2020 Dubai for Week 17 from 23-29 January 2022.

MPIC Minister YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin officially 
launched Week 17 with its theme “Sustainable Agri-commodity” 
on 24 January 2022.

MTC had a series of activities lined-up for the week which 
included programme launches, MoU signing, pocket talks and 
B2B sessions.

A soft launch was held for MTC’s TimbeReality which is a 
dedicated VR platform that displays Malaysian-made timber and 
furniture products which buyers can visit.

 The programme was conceived at a time when timber-based 
manufactures could not showcase their products physically to the 
world since the onset of the pandemic.

MTC also launched the Forest Beyond Timber video that narrates 
how Malaysia protects and conserves its forest and the green practices 
embraced by the Malaysian timber-based manufacturers. 

A soft launch was also held for the Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE) 
2022 which is an international wood and woodworking machinery 
exhibition. Since its inception in 2019, MWE had garnered much 
momentum as a platform for top exhibitors to gather, source for 
products and network. This year, both buyers and visitors will see a 
bigger and better version on MWE.

The strategic location of the Sharjah Port in the Middle East led 
to a MoU signing between the port authorities and the Timber 
Exporters’ Association of Malaysia (TEAM).

The knowledge of timber utilisation from the perspective of 
architects and interior designers was shared during the Timber 
Talk session by speakers Prof. Dr. Ar. Jimmy Lim, a multiple 
award-winning architect including the coveted Aga Khan Award for 
Architectural Excellence; Prof Dr. Azizi Bahauddin of the School of 
Housing, Building & Planning, Universiti Sains Malaysia; and Mr. 
Lim Yi Syuen, Senior Vice-President from Pine Horizon Sdn. Bhd.

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin (in brown coat) with representatives from MPIC’s Non-Food Commodity sectors.
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Malaysia’s foray into the Middle East market and insights into the 
Malaysian timber industry as well as its revival from the pandemic 
was highlighted by the Director of the International Business 
Development Division - Cluster 2 (South Asia, Middle East & 
Africa) Mr. Khairul Anwar in his talk titled “Malaysia’s Timber 
Journey to the Arab World”.

MTC also organised two B2B sessions as well as several video 
screenings. MTC did not go unnoticed in the UAE as the local 
media interviewed MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, 
MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili and Mr. Khairul.

YB Datuk Minister (third from right) after the MoU signing between 
the Sharjah Port Authority and TEAM.

Mr. Khairul Anwar giving his talk titled “Malaysia’s Timber Journey to the Arab World”.

MTC had a series of activities 
lined-up for the week which 
included programme launches, 
MoU signing, pocket talks and 
B2B sessions.

The Malaysia Pavilion, which is the first “Net Zero Carbon” building in a world expo, will also stand as a permanent fixture at the site. 
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New agri-
commodity 

office in 
Jeddah

The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities YB Datuk 
Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin officially launched the agri-commodity 
regional office in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, on 27 January 2022.

The Commodities Integration Marketing Company (CIMC) is the 
first-of-its-kind in the Middle East that houses three government-
linked organisations under one roof namely the Malaysian Palm Oil 
Council (MPOC), Malaysian Rubber Council (MRC) and Malaysian 
Timber Council (MTC). The CIMC will act as the Malaysian 
Commodity Hub to facilitate the development and cooperation 
among the Malaysian commodities sector and the local industries 
in the Middle East and North African (MENA) region, particularly 
Saudi Arabia. This will also lead to greater opportunities in 
enhancing trade for both countries.

“Overseas expansions are always an exciting business prospect, 
and we have the right strategies in place,” said MTC Chairman 
Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff.

The MENA region has always been an important market for 
Malaysian timber industry players.

“MENA has always placed Malaysian timber products on par with 
the best in the industry. It is an ardent buyer of Malaysian Meranti, 
commercial plywood, fibreboard, carpentry products and furniture,” 
said MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili.

MTC’s 
debut   
at IBS

The MTC Americas regional office participated in The National 
Association of Home Builders (NAHB) International Builders’ 
Show (IBS) from 8 to 10 February 2022 at the Orange County 
Convention Center (OCCC) in Orlando, Florida, USA.  It is 
the largest annual exhibition for the residential design and 
construction industry with more than 1,000 brands spanning 
74,322 square metres in exhibit space. IBS attracted more 
than 45,000 home building professionals.

This was the first time that MTC Americas’ participated 
in the exhibition. It had the opportunity to introduce the 
uniqueness of the various Malaysian wood species and 
wooden products to visitors while providing information on 
the Malaysian timber industry.

Present at event was MTC Americas’ Regional Representative 
Ms. Lai Mei Theng and Marketing Executive Ms. Angelina 
Rouget. Most of the visitors to MTC’s booth were interested 
in Malaysian timber-based products such as plywood, 
mouldings, decking, flooring and doors.

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin cutting the ribbon 
to mark the official opening of the new office. Ms. Angelina Rouget (right) attending to visitors queries.

MTC Americas’ Regional Representative Ms. Lai Mei Theng (left) 
with Ms. Rouget at the fair.
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Establishment of Bamboo 
One-Stop Centre
The Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB), Malaysian 
Timber Council (MTC), and Tadom Hill Resort Sdn. Bhd. have 
signed the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the 
establishment of the Bamboo One-Stop Centre at Tadom Hill 
Resort, Banting, Selangor on 19 February 2022. 

The MoU was signed by MTIB Director-General Tuan Haji 
Mahpar Atan, MTC Industry Development Director Mr. 
Mokhtar Yaacob on behalf of MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili 
and Managing Director of Tadom Hill Resort Sdn. Bhd. Dato’ 
Lai Yeng Fock.  The signing of the MoU was witnessed by the 
Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities YB Datuk 
Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin.  

The project is in line with the Bamboo Industry Development 
Action Plan (or Pelan Tindakan Pembangunan Industri Buluh 
Negara) 2021-2030 to develop a high value-added downstream 
bamboo industry.

The Bamboo One-Stop Centre which will be developed at Tadom 
Hill Resort Sdn. Bhd. would serve as a centre for information 
promotion, research, and development on the bamboo industry 
in Malaysia.

“Tadom Hill Resort was chose as the model because the area 
already has some foundation, which makes it easy for us to 
develop and later expand (the model) to other places in the 
country as requested by Pahang’s bamboo entrepreneurs,”   
said YB Datuk Minister in her speech during the event.

Tadom Hill Resort is a 45-acre ecotourism accommodation 
center with a unique bamboo garden theme and is surrounded 
by the Temuan tribe.  The resort is built almost entirely out of 
bamboo materials – traditionally used by the Orang Asal to build 
their homes. The resort has also taken proactive steps to produce 
commercial bamboo products such as vinegar and bamboo   
bio-char. 

Malaysia, which has more than 70 species of bamboo, had so far 
exported bamboo products worth RM8.2 million. More efforts 
are needed to increase the awareness on bamboo and its benefits 
in the country.

Bamboo is seen as an important alternative raw material to the 
timber industry. Product development initiatives, innovation 
and creativity could turn bamboo into a wide array of timber 
products. These include furniture, builders’ joinery and 
carpentry, laminated panels, and even structural components.

There is a total of 577 entrepreneurs involved in the bamboo-
based industry in Malaysia, producing the bamboo board, 
furniture, construction, textile, plantation, food, bamboo 
charcoal, and handicrafts industries.

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin together with the representatives of Malaysian Timber 
Industry Board (MTIB), Malaysian Timber Council (MTC), Tadom Hill Resort Sdn. Bhd at the 

MoU signing ceremony.

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin (standing in the middle) witnessing the MoU 
signing ceremony.

The Bamboo One-Stop 
Center will serve as a local 
information center for the 
bamboo industry including 
promotion, research, and 
development related to the 
bamboo industry in Malaysia.
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It is yet another feather on MTC’s illustrious cap. The inaugural 
MTC Malaysian Timber Industry Awards (MTIA) 2022 was one 
of the many new programmes that the Council introduced last 
year. Recognising the achievements of the industry players, 
including the initiatives taken during a year when many were 
still reeling from the effects of the pandemic. 

MTIA pays tribute to companies for their achievements as well 
as their contributions to the community not forgetting those 
who accelerated their businesses towards online channels. 

Entries were opened to all timber-based companies registered 
with any of the timber associations such as MWIA, TEAM, 
MPMA, MWMJC, MFC, PEKA, STA, STIA and TAS.

The winners for Category 1 were KTS Plantation Sdn. Bhd., 
Weng Meng Industries Sdn. Bhd. and One-Tech (M) Sdn. Bhd.

Timber Industry Personality of the year, Mr. George Tan Seng Hoe (centre) receiving his 
award from YB Datuk Willie anak Mongin. Looking on is Madam Hajah Norrida. 

 There were five categories under the MTIA as follows: 

1. Category 1: Environment and             
Sustainability Distinction (Company) 

2. Category 2: Digitalisation and           
Digitising Excellence (Company) 

3. Category 3: COVID-19 Operations  
Excellence (Company) 

4. Category 4: Innovative Timber    
Products (Company) 

5. Category 5: Timber Industry Personality Award

KTS Plantation was awarded for developing a systematic forest 
rehabilitation method called High Production Corridor System (HPC) 
as it manages the Segaliud Lokan Forest Reserve which covers an area 
of 57,372ha while Weng Meng Industries was valued for its re-use and 
recycling of products, waste reduction, energy savings, and use of water-
based adhesives that have less environmental impact. 

The winners of the inaugural MTIA 2022 awards.

Recognising the best   
with MTIA 
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Winners for Category 4 were HeveaBoard Berhad, Simewood Product 
Sdn. Bhd. and Deep Furniture Sdn. Bhd. HeveaBoard developed a mobile 
chirper to turn stumps into woodchips which increases the wood 
yield from plantations by up to 20% while Simewood constructed a 
furniture that could be converted into a dining table, cabinet, and 
study table making it ideal for small living areas. Deep Furniture 
founded a woodworking space called Art Space where rubberwood 
chips, offcuts and scrap upholstery fabric can be recycled. These 
include more that 30 types of accessories such as storage racks, name 
card stands, kids’ toys and cableless wooden amplifiers that deliver 
more natural sound and allow the user to utilise them whenever 
without the worry of running out of battery.

The Timber Industry Personality Award under Category 5 went to Mr. 
George Tan Seng Hoe. Highly revered by his peers, Mr. Tan has been in 
the timber industry close to five decades. He is the Executive Advisor of 
TEAM and was its president for four terms. He was also a Board member 
of MTIB for 17 years and a member of MTC’s Board of Trustees for 11 
years. A martial artist, Tan was the president of the Asia Pacific Shito-Ryu 
Karate Do Federation and the first and only Malaysian to have published 
a book on Karate.

The winners, lauded for their achievements, received their awards at 
MTC’s 30th Anniversary Dinner in Kuala Lumpur on 10 January 2022. In 
her speech, MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff congratulated 
the MTIA winners and thanked the panel of judges, comprising 
stakeholders from Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah, and Sarawak, for their 
contribution.

Winners from Categories 1 to 4 received a trophy and RM8,000 while 
Mr. Tan received RM10,000 and a trophy. 

The company also had an efficient dust collection system that 
separates dust to be sold and reused as fuel or raw material. 
One-Tech’s contribution in raising awareness of sustainability 
in timber manufacturing and related green issues checked many 
boxes for the judges.

KJH Wood Industrial Sdn. Bhd., Weng Meng Industries Sdn. Bhd. 
and Deep Furniture Sdn. Bhd. were winners of Category 2.

KJH Wood’s migration online enabled it to easily track the number 
of pallets produced per hour using smartphones and tablets. 
Its supply chain management was also made more efficient and 
paperless by the scanning of a bar code which carried all the 
information of its raw materials. Weng Meng digitalised its sales and 
marketing operations with apps while Deep Furniture installed face 
recognition for clocking in and out as well as automating its sourcing 
and procurement, among others.

Category 3 winners were Soon Her Sing Industries (M) Sdn. Bhd.; Dee 
Noon Corporation Sdn. Bhd. and Weng Meng Industries Sdn. Bhd. 

Soon Her Sing combated COVID-19 with great vigour. Apart from 
adapting the strict SOPs required of factories, the company even 
organised meals for its workers which included supplements to 
ensure their good health. De Noon, on the other hand, not only 
restructured its factory layout to maintain social distancing, but it 
also purchased a mobile cleaning machine that kept the place spic 
and span. Weng Meng was also recognized for its efforts in curbing 
the spread of COVID-19. Aside from that, it provided free transport 
and meals for its workers and equipped the workers’ hostel with 
TM Direct Over Metro E-services to provide entertainment that 
allowed them to de-stress and stay connected to their families which 
safeguarded the staff’s mental health.

One-Tech wins under the Environment and Sustainability Distinction category.Winning under Category 4 is HeveaBoard Bhd.

Simewood Product Sdn. Bhd. picks up award for its multipurpose furniture.One of the biggest winners for the night, Weng Meng Industries Sdn. Bhd.
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MTC bids farewell to COO 
It was a Chinese New Year luncheon for MTC staff which saw the 
outgoing Chief Operations Officer Mr. Roger Chin tossing yee 
sang with the MTC Board of Trustees, Chairman, CEO and staff.
The event, which was held in a hybrid manner, was conducted 
in full compliance with the SOPs as stipulated by the Ministry 
of Health (MOH). Guests also came dressed in red, a colour that 
symbolises luck and good fortune.

“The tossing of the yee sang ingredients high in the air with 
joyful exclamations for good health and wealth is deemed 
auspicious as it also brings an abundance of luck and happiness 
for all,” said Mr. Chin.

Prior to the lunch, Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff 
asked all the staff to stay vigilant in abiding with the COVID-19 
SOPs as the number of cases was rising. She also thanked Mr. 
Chin for his services and wished him well.

CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili in his speech thanked Mr. Chin for  
his service. 

“It has been great working with him the past two years and 
we are all very grateful for all his contributions to MTC,” said 
Mr. Muhtar.

“Roger is cooperative, hands-on, innovative and nimble. The first 
alphabets of these qualities spell out his surname CHIN,” said 
Mr. Muhtar.

He added that Mr. Chin was always happy to share his ideas and 
was hands-on in discharging his duties. Mr. Muhtar attributed 
the renovation on MTC’s 20th floor to Mr. Chin which is now a 
favourite photography and video-shooting spot.

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff reminds staff to observe COVID-19 
SOPs in her speech.

He also thanked Mr. Chin for introducing many new facilities in MTC 
such as the face recognition clocking in system, upgrading MTC’s 
technical facilities that enabled the Council to operate on e-platforms 
and equipping MTC with the right tools for photography purposes. 

“Though he was new to the timber industry, Roger was quick to 
understand the nature of the business. This is his nimble side,” he said.

Prior to lunch staff who celebrated their birthdays in January and 
February were given their birthday vouchers. This was followed by the 
much-awaited CNY lucky draw which had gifts for everyone, including 
the Regional Office staff. 

MTC also held its 185th Board of Trustees’ Meeting in a hybrid manner 
on the day. The meeting was chaired by Madam Hajah Norrida and 
attended by 14 members of the Board of Trustees and CEO Mr. Muhtar.

Mr. Roger Chin (right) mixing the yee sang ingredients prior to the toss. Mr. Chin receiving his plaque from Madam Hajah Norrida. Looking on is MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar.
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MTC appoints 
new COO
MTC has appointed Ms. Noraihan Abdul Rahman as its new 
Chief Operations Officer (COO). Her appointment will take 
effect from 1 March 2022 and she will lead the various corporate 
functions within the enabler group.

Ms. Noraihan, takes over from Mr. Roger Chin upon the expiry of 
the latter’s contract on 28 February 2022. She is the first woman 
to be appointed as the Chief Operations Officer since MTC began 
its operations in 1992.

Ms. Noraihan holds a B.Sc in Business Administration 
(Marketing) from the University of Arizona, USA. She started her 
career in MTC in July 1995. During her tenure in MTC, she has 
served in various positions and progressively took on new roles 
and challenges within the organisation.

She was appointed as a Deputy Director of the Market Promotion 
Division in 2010 where she assisted the Division’s Director in 
the planning and implementing trade promotion activities. On 
1 June 2020, she was appointed as the Director of the Corporate 
Communications Division before being promoted to COO this year.

She has extensive experience in international trade, industry
relations, communications as well as marketing and promotion
while working with a wide spectrum of stakeholders to further  
demonstrate all the qualities necessary to assume leadership of 
MTC’s daily operations.

Some of her key achievements during her stint in Corporate 
Communications Division include organising MTC’s Media Night 
in 2018, Media Familiarisation Programmes for both the local 
and foreign journalists, MTC Malaysian Timber Industry Awards 
2022, MTC’s 30th Anniversary Gala Dinner, and the publication 
of MTC’s 30th Anniversary Book.

“The appointment of Noraihan is to further strengthen the 
leadership team of MTC. With her extensive years of experience 
and field of expertise, Noraihan will be a great asset to the timber 
industry and MTC” said MTC Chairman Hajah Norrida Yusoff. 

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili said, “Noraihan’s journey perfectly 
embodies the full range of growth and professional development 
opportunities that MTC can offer to its talent.”

He added that this new appointment is timely as the Council is 
setting a clear focus towards operational excellence and drive 
growth through innovation, digitisation, and new business areas.”

Noraihan is the 
first woman to be 
appointed as the 
COO since MTC 
began its operations 
in the year 1992.
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Business visits to     
uplift trade
MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusof and MTC CEO 
Mr. Muhtar Suhaili made a business trip to the US and the 
Netherlands between 30 January and 6 February 2022.

They visited the Greater Houston Builders Association 
(GHBA) in the US to explore trade opportunities for 
Malaysian timber products. The Chairman and CEO were 
accompanied by MTC Americas’ Regional Representative Ms. 
Lai Mei Theng and Marketing Executive Ms. Angelina Rouget. 
At GHBA, they were received by the Director of Membership 
of GHBA Ms. Cynthia Fagan.

The GHBA is the largest homebuilder association in Texas and 
the third largest in the US. This was followed by a visit to the 
MTC Americas office at Pennzoil Place, Houston. This was 
a first trip made by both MTC Chairman and CEO to MTC’s 
Americas office in Houston. 

Madam Hajah Norrida and Mr Muhtar also visited Holland 
Southwest International, a reputable forest products 
distributor that specialises in worldwide sourcing and 
inventory support for industrial, commercial, or OEM forest 
products. Present at the meeting with the CEO and Chairman 
were CEO-cum-President Ms. JoAnn Gillebaard, and Director 
of Sales and Procurement Mr. Mason Herbert. 

Following the trip to the US, Madam Hajah Norrida and   
Mr. Muhtar visited MTC Regional Office in Rotterdam which 
is led by its Regional Head Mr. Gopinathan Tanikudy.

The Chairman and CEO visited Dekker Hout, one of the largest 
producers of painted wood products in Europe. They also made 
a courtesy call to the Minister Counsellor/Head of Chancery Dr. 
Mohd Norhisyam Mohd Yusof at the Malaysian Embassy in The 
Hague. Also present were Trade Commissioner Ms. Emeliana 
Zainol, and First Secretary (Cultural Affairs)-cum-Director of 
Tourism Malaysia Ms. Rosbi Mamat. 

Discussions at the embassy revolved around increasing the 
exports of Malaysian timber products into the Dutch and 
European markets. The delegation also met with Centrum Hout 
Director, Mr. Paul van den Heuvel. Both parties agreed that more 
must be done to encourage the use of Malaysia’s sustainably 
produced timbers for the construction industry in Europe.

The Chairman and CEO also visited Natrufied Architecture 
and Taalkwadratuur to explore possible business opportunities 
on behalf of Malaysian timber-based manufacturers. 
Representing Natrufied in the meeting was Architecture 
Proprietor, Mr. Boris Zeisser while Taalkwadratuur was 
represented by its Director, Mr. Hans de Groot.

Madam Hajah Norrida Yusof and Mr. Muhtar Suhaili with Mr. Rene van Wijk of 
Dekker Hout den Haag B.V. in the Netherlands.

The Chairman, CEO and Mr. Gopinathan at the Malaysian Embassy in The Hague.

MTC Americas’ Regional Representative Ms. Lai Mei Theng (right) and Marketing Executive 
Ms. Angelina Rouget (left) with MTC Chairman and MTC CEO.
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Ministerial mission to 
India, Bangladesh
The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities Malaysia, 
YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin led a Ministerial Mission 
to India and Bangladesh from 19-26 February 2022 to promote 
collaboration in the agri-commodity sector namely palm oil, 
rubber, and timber. Accompanying the Minister in this mission, 
amongst others, were MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida 
Yusoff.

The Minister chaired a Roundtable Discussion with the timber 
importers at The Oberoi Hotel in New Delhi on 21 February. 
The session was attended by several top Indian executives from 
the private sector in the wood and furniture industry, as well as 
consultants from the real estate industry.

During the meeting, Madam Hajah Norrida shared an overview 
of the Malaysian timber trade. MTC highlighted the importance 
of facilitating the development and cooperation among the 
Malaysian timber sector with the local industries in India to 
enhance trade between both countries. 

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin (in pink scarve) with the Minister of Com-
merce Mr. Tipu Munshi (on YB’s left).

Madam Hajah Norrida shared an overview of the Malaysian timber trade 
including the trade opportunities between the two countries. Meanwhile, 
Director of the International Business Development Division - Cluster 2 (South 
Asia, Middle East & Africa) Mr Khairul Anwar shared MTC’s strategies and “way 
forward” during the Q&A session which was well-received by the attendees.

YB Datuk Minister (seated third from left) with the Indian officials and entrepenuers after the bilaterial talks.

Also present at the meeting were MPIC Deputy Secretary-General 
Mr. Mad Zaidi Mohd Karli and Deputy High Commissioner of 
Malaysia to India Mr. Amizal Fadzli Rajali.

India is one of the top 10 export destinations for Malaysian 
timber products. As of December 2021, India had imported 
timber products worth RM918.3 million.

Meanwhile, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, YB Minister paid a courtesy 
visit to the Minister of Commerce Mr Tipu Munshi for a bilateral 
discussion, which included talks on the potential of wood exports 
into Bangladesh.

Another meeting was held with the Malaysia Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (BMCCI) to further strengthen the 
relationship between both agencies in accelerating agri-
commodity products, including wood-based industry.
A networking dinner with major industry players, including 
timber, was held on 24 February at the Radisson Blu Hotel. 

About 20 representatives comprising Bangladeshi furniture manufacturers, 
timber raw material and veneer importers as well as architects attended 
the dinner. Having had a better understanding on the market conditions in 
Malaysia, some of these industry captains said there was a huge demand for 
panel products such as fibreboard and particleboard from office and home 
furniture manufacturers in Bangladesh. Malaysia’s export of timber and 
timber-based products to Bangladesh in 2021 was RM11.3 million.

The boom in the premium real estate market in Bangladesh has created 
a steady demand for construction materials namely timber and wooden 
panels, coupled with the steady rise of “High Net-Worth Individuals” or 
HNWI among Bangladeshis which has accelerated the demand for top 
quality furniture products.  

Malaysia’s top five timber-based products exported to Bangladesh are 
fibreboard, BJC, wooden furniture, sawntimber, and veneer. Popular 
Malaysian timber species that are favoured in Bangladesh include Balau, 
Dark Red Meranti, Kapur, Merbau, Nyatoh, and Kasai.
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Learning from the impacts 
of COVID-19 and leading 
the recovery 

The prolonged Covid-19 pandemic and policy responses in the 
form of public health protocols and restrictions on social and 
economic activities have affected the timber sector with varying 
impacts on production, income, productivity, trade, wages, 
employment and output, and input prices.

The pandemic containment measures have a strong negative 
direct and indirect impact on the economy through the supply, 
demand, trade, income, productivity, employment, or financial 
channels. The overall impact on the economy is reflected in the 
17.2% contraction in the gross domestic product (Figure 1) and 
weaker-than-expected recovery in the following 3 quarters 
where the stringency index remained elevated at the 70 mark 
and above (maximum of 100). 

As restrictions eased in the final quarter of 2021 as seen in the 
decline of the Stringency Index to 62, the fourth-quarter GDP 
growth rebounded to 3.6%, enabling the economy to achieve a 
full-year growth of 3.1% following the 5.6% decline in 2020.

As restrictions eased in the final quarter of 2021 as seen in the 
decline of the Stringency Index to 62, the fourth-quarter GDP 
growth rebounded to 3.6%, enabling the economy to achieve a 
full-year growth of 3.1% following the 5.6% decline in 2020.

The stringency of pandemic restrictions 
and impact on economic activities

Now, in the post-COVID-19 recovery, MTC’s helping the industry find opportunities while becoming 
stronger – including building resilience to navigate future shocks. The new reality taking shape is 
made of complexity, uncertainty, and opportunities. To adapt and thrive, businesses must accelerate 
and become resilient and agile in order to navigate the financial and operational challenges of 
coronavirus while rapidly addressing the needs of their people, customers and suppliers.

Given this, MTC in collaboration with the MEA Academy of the Malaysian Economic Association has 
developed an analysis report to assess the economic impact of the twin public health-economic crisis 
on Malaysia’s timber sector and provide the recommendation towards a revival phase. Please visit 
the members’ section of MTC’s website to access the full report.

Turn massive 
challenges into 
meaningful 
change

The timber sector’s value-added output (GDP) contracted by 
11.0% in 2020 or nearly twice that of the overall economy 
which shrank by 5.6%. The timber sector experienced a sharp 
contraction in the second quarter of 2020 during MCO1.0. The 
30.9% decline in the timber sector’s value-added was sharper 
than the overall economy which shrank by 17.2% (Figure 2). 
As the pandemic restrictions eased in 2021, the timber sector’s 
value-added expanded at 6%, or about twice the country’s GDP 
growth rate of 3.1%.

Overall performance of the timber 
sector

A clearer picture of the impact of the pandemic containment 
measures can be gleaned from the monthly manufacturing 
production and sales statistics of the timber output as measured 
by the Industrial Production Index (IPI) which fell sharply by 
68.4% in April 2020 (Figure 3) during the lockdown. Due to the 
low base, the timber IPI rose sharply in April 2021 by 212.6% 
over the same month in the previous year. 
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The timber industry shed 21,000 workers due to the closure of 
operations in April 2020 (Figure 4). Despite the recovery, the 
total industry employment of 227,000 workers at the end of 
2021 is estimated to be lower by approximately 10,000 workers. 

Employment, wages, and labour 
productivity 

The pandemic has also caused input costs to fluctuate widely. The 
rising trend in input prices is evident in the second half of 2021 
except for the furniture industry (Figure 5). 

Impact on timber prices and 
input costs

Growth 
prospects 
in 2022 

After a moderately strong expansion in 2021, the timber sector is expected to expand at between 
3%-4% in 2022 with factors lingering around log supply constraints and compliance with the 
national forestry policy on the annual allowable cut agreed by each state.

A reassessment of the industry’s short-term and medium-to-long-term strategies is necessary 
for the post-COVID 19 pandemic era. Industry players need to accelerate upgrading and move up 
the value chain by embracing digital technologies and innovations. Upstream and downstream 
industry players will need to adopt new strategies to manage potential permanent shifts in 
logistics, production, and supply patterns as well as explore new business models and strategies 
to capitalise on opportunities presented by changes in consumption patterns and consumer 
behaviour caused by the pandemic. 

The outlook of the timber industries has improved significantly on the further strengthening of 
global timber demand along with the expected containment of the pandemic. Domestically, the 
availability of log supplies that are prone to disruption by bad weather conditions, alleviation of 
labour shortages, and containment of input cost increases are among the key determinants of 
growth prospects for the industry.  

Note: The output analysis has covered the forest industry groups reported in the System of National Accounts 
(SNA) by the Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM) including the forestry and logging as well as paper 
and paper products. In analysing the trade flows, the statistics are based on the Harmonised System (HS Code). 

The Malaysian timber industry has managed to sustain itself fairly well despite 
the COVID-19 pandemonium. 
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TIMBER MARKET UPDATE 
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1. Let’s talk about green architecture and design. 
In your opinion what is the level of awareness for 
green buildings in Malaysia and what constitutes 
green design?
The current awareness of green building and the need for 
sustainability is high amongst professionals. Most architects are 
aware and conversant with green building principles. However, 
property owners are less aware and fall into the proverbial trap of 
just following design styles and looks without understanding the 
appropriateness to local climate and context.

Ar. Dr. Tan Loke Mun

2. Can you highlight the characteristics and design 
of the green and sustainable home?
Green and sustainable homes must sit well with the location, 
climate, and context. Our Malaysian weather is tropical, hot, and 
humid with regular heavy rainfall. A sustainable home in Malaysia 
must address the heat, humidity, and rainfall. North-south rather 
than east-west window orientation, large, insulated canopy roof 
coverage for shade and rainwater catchment, and controlled cross-
ventilation are some fundamental criteria.

An award-winning architect and a past president of the Malaysian Institute of 
Architects (PAM), Ar. Dr. Tan Loke Mun is a living testimony of green and sustainable 
living. We get up-close-and-personal with Ar. Dr. Tan Loke Mun in addressing the 
thoughts of green architecture and design in Malaysia and how he is also leading by 
example in his personal life. 

In Conversation with
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3. How do you feel sustainability is progressing in 
the market and among professionals?
It has progressed well since the introduction and launch of 
Malaysia’s Green Building Index (GBI) in 2009.  Many people take 
it for granted, however, nowadays there are various green building 
awareness, best practices, and laws derived from the criteria set in 
the GBI rating tools. 

4. What timber building would you consider to be 
an icon?
The traditional “Rumah Panggung” in Terengganu ranks as the best 
example of a tropics weather structure. The houses are designed and 
built on stilts for ventilation and rising waters.

5. Name a building you would have loved to design 
or a project you would have loved to be a part of.
Sydney Opera House, in Sydney, Australia. The building was 
selected as the winning design entry, but at that time, no one knew 

how to build it. There were a lot of architectural and engineering 
principles involved while constructing the building, and various 
problems were managed to be resolved. A good design often 
involves taking risks and finding the solutions without losing the 
original design of the structure

6. Three green and sustainable elements, or 
characteristics that you think every building 
should have.
Proper orientation of glazing and openings – north-south in our 
tropical context, well-insulated roof with large overhangs, good 
natural cross ventilation, or energy-efficient cooling system.

7. What are some of the key selling points on 
sustainability that you use with your clients?
Low energy use, healthy environment, water conservation, 
cooler, and pleasant interiors.

FSC timber lined interior at Verandah House 8D, Bukit Damansara. 

Modular book shelves made from recycled plywood and FSC timber flooring at 
S11 House, Selangor. 

“Green living will never 
go out of style even after 
decades, and that’s why a 
home should have a soul too 
— to be nurtured to become 
a thriving entity that  
gives life to the home”



8. Which of your projects do you consider 
exemplary in showcasing sustainable high-
performance design?
S11 House in Petaling Jaya as an exemplary greenhouse, SP Setia 
Corporate HQ in Setia Alam as an exceptionally green corporate 
office building, and all the custom-designed houses that I 
undertook whilst they are not Green Building Index certified, 
which I incorporated and improvised the building features.

9. All your projects are green and tropical, 
designed with sustainability at the core. What is 
your inspiration?
My inspiration is to keep pushing the boundaries and develop 
better ways and means to live in the tropics. Each project has 
given me an opportunity to experiment with new ideas and new 
technologies to achieve a new breakthrough idea.

10. Your most notable design is S11 House, 
Malaysia’s first Green Building Index (GBI) 
Platinum-Rated House. Can you tell us about 
these projects and in what aspects of working in 
this project were the most memorable or proud 
moments?
Deciding to design the S11 House to achieve the highest-level 
Platinum rating of Malaysia’s Green Building Index (GBI), was the 
most important moment. It was a long and arduous journey to 
ensure the structure complied with all the design aspects of GBI. 
S11 House was one of my first projects that used low-E safety 
laminated glass and FSC certified timber.
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Setia Hills, Ampang is one of the many projects designed by Dr. Tan. 

The first floor of S11 House. S11 House is Malaysia’s first Green Building Index (GBI) Platinum-rated building and Dr. Tan’s family home.
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“My inspiration 
is to keep pushing 
the boundaries 
and develop better 
ways and means to 
live in the tropics” 
Ar. Dr. Tan Loke Mun 

11. Tell us a little about the untapped potential of 
timber. How do you see its contribution to a more 
sustainable future?
Timber is a natural material that has been used for centuries and many 
old timber buildings have stood for a long time when it was properly 
used, protected, and maintained. It is an excellent green and sustainable 
material when it was properly sourced. The addition of new technologies 
helps to further enhance the potential of the timber to be used in various 
forms rather than the traditional solid timber.

12. Tell us about your design philosophy, do you 
cling to one or do you go by the trend according to the 
mainstream?
My architecture design is focusing on the theme of tropical and green. 
I do not follow mainstream trends but rather my work evolves with the 
unique conditions posed by each of my new projects. 

13. What do you think people look forward to for the 
design expectations in the future?
Durability and maintenance-free is going to be something to look forward 
to as well as green and sustainability. Specialised labour will become 
scarcer and more expensive in the future. Buildings will be simplified for 
self-maintenance and repairs.

14. Are there any words you want to share, especially on 
using timber in architecture projects with the upcoming 
young designers, also known as the next generation?
We have taken timber for granted in Malaysia. We need to appreciate 
its beautiful qualities and flexibility in architecture and interior design. 
Timber is a very durable and long-lasting material when it is being used 
properly and maintained. Villa at Setia Hills.
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TED POD – Design Ideas 
for the Future
A Creative Director of Young Blood Creation Sdn. Bhd., Ms. 
Tay Ei Ling has been in the interior design industry since 2005. 
Having attained a Degree in Interior Architecture, her works, 
while always artistic and contemporary, are enhanced by 
architectural and architectonic applications. 

Ms. Tay who is passionate about social projects has received 
numerous accolades including the CIDB Malaysia Construction 
Industry Excellence Award 2017, Special Mention in INDE 
Awards 2018, and German Award 2019.

She fondly remembers. “I knew about the TIMB3R Design 
Incubator Programme (DIP 1.0) via the Malaysian Institute 
of Interior Designers (MIID) and after reading through the 
concept, I immediately accept the invitation to participate in this 
programme without hesitation”. 

“From an early age, art, design, and making were what came 
naturally to me. I love to build, and I am very passionate 
especially when it involves social projects that solve the 
community’s problems. It brings satisfaction to plan and assist 
in shaping someone’s dream with an injection of creativity and 
sensibility” added Ms. Tay.

Inspired by this, the TED POD was created to provide a private 
and dignified space for breastfeeding moms.  The current facilities 
provided in the public is lack of privacy and security that a nursing 
mother needs.  It took us half a year from designing to developing 
the prototype and getting the right material and refining the 
proportion of the product” said Ms. Tay. 

Successful 
Designer-
Manufacturer 
Collaborations 

C.K. Ban Soon Lee Industries Sdn. Bhd. has been paired to collaborate with Ms. 
Tay under the TIMB3R DIP to develop the TED POD.  C.K. Ban Soon Lee Industries 
manufactures a wide range of high-quality home furniture products including children’s 
furniture with a focus on safety in product designs, and the use of materials that are 
non-toxic.

“We get to know about this programme through the Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) 
and we found it to be interesting as it not only gives us a great experience but also the 
ability to work and collaborate with a renowned designer. We believe that Ms. Tay is the 
right match for us as her design is in line with our company’s product vision” said Ms. 
Lyn Chng, the Marketing Manager of C.K. Ban Soon Lee Industries Sdn. Bhd.

“The experience of working with such a unique product like the TED POD has made us to 
think out of the box and learn new skills by using new materials such as perforated metal 
sheets and timber roller wheels” she said.

Elaborating on the entire experience and journey from this participation in MTC’s 
DIP Programme, Ms. Lyn explains that one must be courageous in embracing future 
challenges, and in return to achieve an unexpectedly favorable result.

Ms. Tay Ei Ling from Young Blood Creation Sdn. Bhd.

She explains, “I am a mother of two and going through a tough but sweet 
experience with breastfeeding. The name of the product was taken from my 
second son, Ted, who inspired me to come out with this idea. This product 
can be set up within five minutes provided with specialised tools. It can also 
function as a small private workspace or video calls booth for someone that 
needs privacy”.

She chooses to work with wood as the texture and colours of wood give a 
depth and life that other man-made materials cannot be on par with. The 
allurement of wood affects the human senses, and it provides warmth and 
blends effortlessly, a material that cannot be replaced by synthetic materials.
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Drawing from the maternal instinct to provide care for one’s 
young, the TED POD is a breastfeeding pod designed with the 
needs of nursing mothers in mind.  The modular design allows 
for the TED POD to be easily incorporated and installed into a 
multitude of settings, be it in public or even at home. The TED 
POD provides the privacy and security nursing mothers deserve.

The design combines C.K. Ban Soon Lee Industries Sdn. 
Bhd.’s manufacturing expertise in 2D paneling with accents 
of innovative materials such as perforated steel to achieve a 
form that seamlessly fits into any space. The interior of the pod 
houses a single private seat fitted with a side table suitable for 
dining or work, power sockets for essential charging needs, and 
a smaller side bench to accommodate an elder child that needs 
to be accompanied in the boundary as well.

While the TED POD is currently a single pod design, the concept 
can be further developed into a double pod system. The double 
pod can either allow two mothers to incubate simultaneously or 
be developed into a family pod that can shield an entire family.

Compact Lactation Pod Designed

TED POD is a breastfeeding pod designed with the needs of nursing mothers in mind. 

TIMB3R DIP is a collaboration 
between MTC, MFC, and 
MIID supported by Malaysian 
Wood Moulding and Joinery 
Council (MWMJC) and the 
Association of Malaysian 
Bumiputra Timber and 
Furniture Entrepreneurs 
(PEKA) to connect local 
designers or architects with 
the timber and furniture 
manufacturers to develop 
Malaysian-made high-
value wooden products with 
aesthetic designs for the 
international market. 

The first TIMB3R DIP has 
successfully matched 14 
pairs which comprise 13 
manufacturers and 14 
designers. The final products 
will be showcased at the 
REKA Interior Exhibition 
(RIX) 2022 and Export 
Furniture Exhibition   
(EFE) 2022.
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In Malaysia, the palm oil sector is the main producer of 
bioenergy, with a considerable volume of biomass waste created 
each year and only a tiny percentage turned into value-added 
goods.

The depleting global forest resources combined with the 
increasing environmental awareness has led to businesses and 
consumers looking for alternate sustainable sources of wood. 
With pressure on timber resources within Malaysia and 
increasing competition for wood fibre around the world, new 
sources of usable raw materials such as oil palm trunk (OPT) 
could prove to be very important in the future for not just 
furniture but for timber-based construction materials. 

1010 HIGHLIGHT10

Although Malaysia has almost 10 million acres of total 
plantation area for oil palm, and an abundance of palm 
trees that are felled due to replanting, it is painstakingly 
challenging to recycle them into usable timber-like 
materials. Unlike commercial rubberwood or solid woods 
such as tropical timbers and temperate lumber, oil palm 
has vast structural differences because of its monocotyledon 
nature. Palm wood has high moisture content, ranging from 
150% to 600% that is four to five times higher than other 
timbers like rubberwood. As for density, it varies from 150 
kg/m³ to 700 kg/m³. 

As rubber plantations are declining along with the decrease 
in the usage of rubberwood as a sustainable material in the 

IOI Palm Wood will be the first and only corporation in the world to commercially 
and sustainably produce engineered wood panels from unused OPT. With a 15-acre 
factory equipped with kiln drying and panel production expertise and technology, 
located at Gomali Estate in Segamat, Johor. This facility will be able to produce 
high-performance lumber and panel products that are environmentally sustainable, 
lightweight, dimensionally stable, with a high strength and good screw holding, and 
comparatively higher fire resistant than traditional timber. 

Chief Executive Officer of IOI Palm Wood Mr Fitch emphasised the positive impact 
of OPT on the environment: “For every cubic metre of palm wood produced, we 
are in effect capturing approximately 250 kg of carbon, which would otherwise be 
released into the atmosphere as carbon dioxide or methane. Furthermore, when 

Some have tried and failed. Others find it way too difficult, troublesome and a hassle, preferring to rely on subsidies. But not Mr Peter Fitch. With a love for projects 
and innovation, coupled with his personal motto of “Where there is a will, there is always a way to succeed ”, he has held on to the belief that oil palm trunks (OPT) can be 
economically developed into value-added wood products. More than that, his concern about the environment and desire to make a positive difference to the world has 
driven him to keep on trying for the past 25 years. But a viable system has still not been found. Until three years ago…

Lighter, Stronger & Eco-Friendly

How IOI Palm Wood Transforms Oil Palm Trunks (OPT) Into Sustainable Materials

Making Profit With A Purpose

Transforming Oil Palm 
Trunks Into High Quality 
Sustainable Materials

furniture, construction and building materials industries, 
it seems necessary that someone should find a way to use 
OPT as the next option. 

With a 25-year experience in the rubberwood industry 
and a love for projects, our avid explorer finally discovered 
a commercially viable system to harvest and process 
OPT by thinking out of the box and working alongside 
a consortium of European machinery manufacturers. 
This innovative business model won the first prize in the 
AmBank BizRACE 2018 Challenge and is the backbone 
of a joint venture with IOI Corporation Berhad (IOIC) 
called IOI Palm Wood Sdn Bhd. 

we utilise the otherwise redundant OPT and substitute them for traditional timber, 
we are in effect preventing the logging of natural forests.” We are also contributing 
to the circular economy by eliminating waste as we are using practically everything 
from a palm tree.

This scalable, sustainable and profitable business model is in line with Group 
Managing Director & Chief Executive Dato’ Lee Yeow Chor’s diversification 
strategy and vision to increase our non-crude palm oil segment. Through IOI Palm 
Wood, we expect to produce 80,000 m³ of premium grade kiln dried palm lumber, 
blockboards and palm wood panels under our OnCore brand to be marketed to an 
expanding demand of office and household furniture. 

Mr Fitch looks forward to the completion of the factory which targets 
to open by the end of 2021, and envisions to replicate this model to 
our other plantation estates. As his effort finally bears fruit, this risk 
taker sums up his passion to persist: “I live to perform to the best 
of my ability in all aspects of my life. It is worth it 
and I believe it is worthwhile because I just enjoy 
what I do.”

3-Layer Palm Wood 

Panel (Thick)

Harvesting OPT

Packing/Delivering

Cut To Size

Pressing

Drying

Gluing

Mr Fitch said: “Palm wood’s 
core material makes it a viable 
material for lightboards which 

are a great element for the 
production of furniture.” 
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Panel
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Palm Wood Door Panel 

with Hard Wood Frame 
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For illustration purposes only.

IOI Properties Group Berhad, Puteri Hills Condo, Puchong.

“This palm wood is not such a beautiful wood with all its 
rough and heavy fibrous texture. But the core is beautiful 

because of its inner fibres that are like reinforced concrete 
that give the wood its ultimate strength.”

Mr Fitch describing the origin of the name, OnCore.

IOI Palm Wood will be the first and only corporation in the world to commercially and sustainably produce engineered wood panels from unused OPT.

Malaysia has 
approximately 14.5 
million acres of oil 
palm trees that needed 
to be replanted every 
20 to 25 years. Felled 
trees provide an 
abundant source   
of OPT.

An Untapped Resource
Oil Palm Trunk (OPT) –

Transforming oil palm trunks into high-quality 
and sustainable materials

IOI Palm Wood Sdn. Bhd. (IOIPW) is Malaysia’s first manufacturing plant 
to commercially and sustainably convert unused OPT into eco-friendly, 
sustainable and high-performance wood panels for the furniture and 
building industries. 

Established on 11 June 2020, the IOI Palm Wood Sdn. Bhd. (IOIPW) is a 
joint venture between IOI Corporation Berhad (IOI) a leading global palm oil 
plantation conglomerate and Mr Hans Peter Fitch, a seasoned entrepreneur 
in the timber and composite panel industry in Malaysia. The vision of IOI 
Palm Wood is to create totally new materials using the biomass available 
from the mature and established cultivation of oil palm. The oil palm 
trunks (OPT), which are left to rot in the field after replanting, constitute 
approximately 20% of the total biomass.

Mr. Fitch, who is the Chief Executive Officer of IOI Palm Wood, emphasised 
that for many years the timber industry has been frustrated with the lack of 
raw materials, as the industry primarily used rubberwood. 

“With less and less rubberwood being available, it has always been my 
ambition to find a sustainable and alternative material. And with OPT, I can 
see the immense potential of this material to be used not only in Malaysia 
but in Thailand, Indonesia, West Africa and South America as a substitute for 
tropical timbers and rubberwood.

Commencement of production of the first 21-acre palm wood manufacturing 
plant located at Mukim Pogoh, Segamat, Johor, is due by the end of 2022.  
The new plant equipped with kiln drying and panel production expertise and 
technology has a production capacity of approximately 80,000m3 per annum 
of premium grade palm products under the OnCore brand to supply to the 
local and overseas market.
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High-Performance Materials,   
Produced Sustainably

IOIPW’s OnCore brand, which offers a range of high-performance 
products including Kiln Dried Palm Wood, Blockboards, Palm Wood 
Panels, and Palm Wood Core materials are designed to meet the 
rising demand for high-quality wood panel solutions.

The name OnCore refers to palm wood’s core of inner fibres that are 
like ‘reinforced concrete’ that gives the wood its ultimate strength. 
Stronger than some conventional timber, palm wood is also lighter 
and more eco-friendly.

The production of palm wood is supported by their innovative 
manufacturing processes and customised leading-edge technologies 
from Europe. 

As IOIPW aspires to offer a range of high-performing and 
environmentally sustainable wood that conform to international 
standards and certifications for quality and safety, the OnCore 
brand will be marketed to an expanding demand for office, 
household furniture, and building construction materials.

The IOI Information Hub was unveiled on 20 December 2021 at the Ground Floor East Wing at IOI City Mall.

Inspiring the next 
“material revolution” 
by creating 
sustainable and 
high-performance 
materials from oil 
palm waste, Mr. 
Fitch together with 
IOI have set up 
IOI Palm Wood to 
commercialise this 
untapped potential. 



SUCCESS STORIES 36January-February 2022 Timber Malaysia

Making Profit With A Purpose

Mr. Fitch, emphasised the positive impact of OPT on the 
environment, “For every cubic meter of palm wood produced, we 
are in effect capturing approximately 250 kg of carbon, which 
would otherwise be released into the atmosphere as carbon 
dioxide or methane.

“We are also contributing to the circular economy by eliminating 
waste as we are using practically everything from a palm tree,” he 
added.

“We will start with the development of engineered materials 
produced from the humble OPT, which is sustainably available 
from existing plantation replanting programmes. In the future,  
we may even consider engineering materials from the fronds, 
which constitute almost 60% of the available biomass!” he said. 

“This palm wood is 
not such a beautiful 
wood with all its rough 
and heavy fibrous 
texture. But the core 
is beautiful because 
of its inner fibres that 
are like reinforced 
concrete that give 
the wood its ultimate 
strength.” Mr Fitch 
describes the origin of 
the name, OnCore.”

IOI Palm Wood Chief Executive Officer Mr. Peter Fitch looks forward to changing the world positively with OnCore®. 



The Essence of         
         transformation
Essence Furniture Sdn. Bhd., a furniture manufacturing 
company based in Sungai Jawi, Penang, was awarded three 
prestigious awards in recognition of its improved operations 
after taking part in MTC’s SIRIM STS Factory Transformation 
Programme (FTP). The three accolades received by Essence 
were the Green 5S, LEAN Management and Innovation Culture 
Awards.

Managing Director Mr. Tan Wei Loon said though initially there 
was some resistance from his staff about the programme but 
after seeing the improvements and the overall look and feel 
of the factory, his employees are more inclusive in improving 
operations in the factory.

“My employees are more proactive now. They are giving me their 
ideas on how to make things better in the factory,” said Tan.
One of the first things that was changed under the programme 
was the factory layout. 

“Everything moves in a straight line now with no U-turns,” he 
said, adding that even the tools have been arranged and kept in a 
proper place making them easy to trace.

Tan said improvements in productivity began from the first 
machine in the production line which is the panel saw that cuts 
the chipboard where the production capacity increased between 
35% and 40%. The chipboard cutting meter increased from 595 
metres to 826 metres per machine per day.

Essence Furniture also became more innovative in the process.
“Our foreign buyers come once a month to perform QC checks on 
their products and could always feel the sawdust in the air and see 
them on the machine and floor but now they are impressed by the 
overall cleanliness of our factory.

“We have custom-made vacuum cleaners in all our machines and 
when a job is done, we immediately vacuum.”

Tan said the FTP has made his factory also safer for his employees. 
“Before we have things lying around without a proper place to store 
the pallets or tools but now with the restructured factory layout, 
my staff have a wider walking space. My workers also appreciate the 
improvements that have taken place in the factory.”

The Factory Transformation Programme for Manufacturing SMEs 
was developed in collaboration with SIRIM STS Sdn. Bhd. to assist 
SMEs in improving their manufacturing capabilities to enable them 
to be Industry 4.0 ready. The one-year programme which started in 
December 2020 involved 14 selected timber companies by SIRIM STS 
most of which are engaged in the furniture sector.

The training, which covered Green 5S, Lean Management, Innovation 
Management and Quality Tools & Techniques, was concluded in June 
2021 and the audit by SIRIM  STS was completed in August 2021. 
SIRIM STS financed 80 per cent of the participation fees while the 
balance was funded by MTC.
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A cleaner and neater Essence Furniture Sdn. Bhd. after undergoing the MTC-SIRIM STS transformation programme.

The revised production line with no ‘U-turns’.
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Turning design vision  
into reality
For product-oriented businesses, launching a new product can be 
intimidating. In today’s increasingly competitive marketplace, 
businesses are competing with not only existing products in the 
market but also with many other creative and innovative products. 

In order to help drive the furniture and wood-based industry 
towards the manufacturing of higher value-added products and 
services the TIMB3R Design Incubator Programme (DIP) was 
developed in 2020.  The DIP is aimed to encourage cooperation 
among wood-based industry manufacturers and designers to 
produce high-value-add Malaysian-made wood products for the 
international market. 

The programme is among MTC’s efforts to drive the timber 
industry’s sustainable growth, as part of its five-year roadmap.
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Launched in August 2020, TIMB3R DIP was specially 
designed to assist the timber and furniture industry to grow 
and upgrade along with the design and brand value chain.

A Meet & Greet event was held on the 8 September 2020 
to kick-off a great start to the inaugural TIMB3R Design 
Incubator Programme (TIMB3R DIP) where, the designers 
and manufacturers got to “meet their match” and discuss 
potential product concepts before beginning their official 
working collaboration.

The inaugural TIMB3R DIP has successfully matched 
14 pairs which comprised 13 manufacturers and 14 
designers. A total of 14 products were produced ranging 
from bedroom furniture, living room furniture, office 
furniture, multipurpose products (decking tiles, portable 
deck), breastfeeding pod to doors. These products not 
only offer aesthetic design to buyers but also story to 
capture the buyers’ attention. The final products of the 
inaugural TIMB3R DIP are expected to be showcased at the 
Export Furniture Exhibition (EFE) 2022 & REKA Interior 
Exhibition (RIX) 2022.

Upon witnessing the success of the first edition, the 
TIMB3R DIP 2.0 was launched in November 2021 by the 
Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities, YB 
Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin on 24 November 2021 
which saw another 15 pairs of manufacturers and designers 
matched creating an additional 15 new product designs.

Through this programme, it is hoped that the participating designers and 
manufacturers will gain worldwide exposure and recognition for their 
high-value design and manufacturing capabilities.

Ascend of value-
added products

Taking timber to  
new heights

Designers are paired up with manufacturers to work closely together in 
research and development (R&D) activities to conceptualise and develop 
commercially viable designs, including the building of product prototypes 
of the final designs.

Collaboration in design 
and manufacturing

This programme is a collaboration between the Malaysian Timber Council 
(MTC), the Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) and the Malaysian 
Institute of Interior Designers (MIID); supported by the Ministry of 
Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC), the Malaysian Wood 
Moulding and Joinery Council (MWMJC) and Association of Bumiputera 
Timber and Furniture Manufacturers of Malaysia (PEKA) and Hafele.

Collaborative Synergy

Encourage Industry to shift 
from Original Equipment 
Manufacturer (OEM) to Original 
Design Manufacturer (ODM) or 
an Original Brand Manufacturer 
(OBM).

Bridge local designers and 
manufacturers through cross 
-industry alliance

Increase new sales growth through 
market penetration 

Gain global exposure by 
showcasing high-value product 
design and manufacturing 
capabilities to the world

Benefits 
•

•

•

•

The third edition of the TIMB3R DIP is expected to be launched 
in 2022 where more products will be developed by the interested 
participants. Stay tuned for more updates on TIMB3R DIP 3.0!  

Interested to learn more on this programme, log on to www.
timb3r.my or please contact Shafik Zainuddi shafik@mtc.com.my 
or Mandy Chea mandy@mtc.com.my
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Timber bar mirrors 
human tissue
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It is a marvelous 
timber structure that 
mirrors the human 
muscle tissue. Bar 
Raval in Toronto, 
Canada, has been 
repeatedly named the 
best bar in Canada.

Raval is a 21st-century response to Spanish Art Nouveau design. 
The brainchild of celebrated Canadian chef Grant van Gameren and 

wunderkind mixologists Mike Webster and Robin Goodfellow, Raval 
introduces Toronto to the “pintxo” concept which is a tapas-style bar that 

is a cornerstone of social and gastronomic culture in northern Spain.



Award-winning architecture firm, Partisans, responded to the design 
request that covered the 139-square-metre restaurant’s bar, walls, 
and ceiling with sinuous, voluptuous wood panels. 

Beyond the organic forms of Art Nouveau, Partisans wanted to carve 
sinewy ribbing across the panels for a sculpted effect as the clients 
were muscular men with tattoos.

Carefully hewn from what looks like unbroken Mobius strips of 
sinuous mahogany, the interior design is fundamentally corporeal. 
In a stand-up-only environment, the rippled and rippling surfaces 
encourage patrons to get comfortable, lean into their soft edges, and 
become a part of the woodwork. 

The wood is sculpted into voluptuous bulges and scored with an 
intricate pattern of lines then oiled to a lustrous finish. There is a 
little terraced protrusion on top that evokes architectural models or 
the stump of an ancient hardwood tree. CNC milling was used for the 
fabrication of the wooden panels.

Externally, the metallic lingerie that shrouds the windows gives 
passersby only a glimpse of what lies within. Raval’s sculptural 
aesthetic is a marvel. 

For those who have braved the daily lineups to get into the bar, they 
describe feeling as though they’ve exited Toronto and entered an 
entirely different world which bridges technology and craft. 

Here’s a toast to timber’s brilliant flexibility. Cheers! 

Photo credits: Bar Raval and Partisans
Design and description: Partisans
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The 139-square-metre bar’s walls, and ceiling with strips of sinuous mahogany and voluptuous wood panels. 

The wood is sculpted into bulges depicting stump of trees and scored with 
an intricate pattern of lines, oiled to a lustrous finish. 
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The Standard Malaysian Name for the timber of Calophyllum spp. (Guttiferae). Vernacular names applied include bintangor (Peninsular Malaysia, 
Sabah and Sarawak) with various epithets, bakokol (Sarawak), entangor (Sarawak) and penaga laut (Peninsular Malaysia and Sabah). 

Major species include C. biflorum, C. calaba var. bracteatum, C. canum, C. coriaceum, C. depressinervosum, C. ferrugineum var. ferrugineum, C. inophyllum, 
C. macrocarpum, C. pulcherrimum, C. sclerophyllum, C. symingtonianum, C. tetrapterum, C. teysmannii var. inophylloide and C. wallichianum (var. wallichia-
num and var. incrassatum).

The sapwood is yellow-brown with a pink tinge and is well defined from the heartwood, which is deep red, red-brown, pink-brown or orange-brown.

Density
The timber is a Light Hardwood with a density of 465-865 kg/m3 and an average density of 640 kg/m3 air dry.

Texture
Texture is moderately coarse but even, with interlocked grain.

Strength Properties 

Machining Properties (P. triptera) 

Main Uses
The timber is suitable for light construction, flooring, decking, panelling, mouldings, joinery, cabinet making, furniture, railway sleepers, 
ornamental items, posts, beams, joists, rafters, decorative solid door, ship and boat building, diving boards, plywood, wooden pallets, door and 
window frames and staircase. In several regions, the wood is much sought after for masts, spars, bridge work and scaffolding.

Source: A Dictionary of Malaysian Timbers.
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2022: A Full Calendar 
for SDG Discussions and 
Global Environmental 
Governance 

2022 will be a significant year for governing the 2030 Agenda 
and other global frameworks on protecting the environment. 
While 2020 was anticipated as a super year for nature, and 
2021 was considered all the more crucial for biodiversity after 
the pandemic froze many global discussions, 2022 now holds 
the cumulative need for high-level negotiations driven by the 
renewed political will to adequately tackle environmental issues. 
It also inches the world closer to key deadlines for human and 
planetary wellbeing.

Due to many pandemic-related postponements–they seem 
too numerous to count, and 2022 will bring us twice as many 
meetings of the environmental treaty governing bodies as we 
would expect during non-COVID times. In addition, several 
negotiation processes on new frameworks and treaties have 
reached a point for delegates to conclude their talks and adopt 
new binding commitments.

Multiple COPs are planned for 2022. While the biodiversity 
and climate COPs are likely to receive the most media 

attention, decisions to be taken by UNCCD, CITES, Ramsar, and the 
chemicals and wastes and mercury conventions will all have implications 
for the success of multilateral environmental efforts.

We also enter 2022 as perhaps the true start of the Decade of Action on the 
SDGs and the Decade on Ecosystem Restoration. The July 2022 session of 
the UN High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) will 
provide a platform for judging how much progress is needed on a shorter 
timeline and exchanging proposals on the best way to do it. Among the SDGs 
being considered in depth this year are Goal 14 (life below water) and Goal 
15 (life on land). The overall theme for the session puts these ambitions into 
their challenging context: ‘Building back better from the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) while advancing the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.’

The HLPF is the apex of the international governance arrangements for the 
SDGs and 2030 Agenda, and it recently underwent a review itself. This year’s 
Forum will be the first chance to see the effects of these shifts, including the 
guidance that:
• voluntary national reviews (VNRs) presented during the HLPF should  
 identify not only achievements and success factors, but also challenges  
 and gaps 
• discussions should focus more on the availability of data and national  
 capacities for data collection 
• the HLPF should provide stronger analysis of interlinkages across the  
 SDGs and their targets, including policy implications of synergies and  
 trade-offs, and 
• more attention should be paid to local efforts to advance the SDGs, and  
 the outcomes of the regional forums.
Regional meetings and workshops in preparation for the HLPF will begin 
in March.

And finally, 2022 is an important anniversary year, arriving 50 years after 
the UN Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm that resulted 
in the creation of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), and 30 years 
after the UN Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro. 
These conferences led to the recognition of sustainable development, defined 
as the intersection of environmental, social, and economic development, and 
marked its growing importance for global governance.

Source: iisd.org 

2022 will bring us twice as many 
meetings of the environmental 
treaty governing bodies as we 
would expect during non-COVID 
times.

In addition, several negotiation 
processes on new frameworks 
and treaties have reached a point 
for delegates to conclude their 
talks and adopt new binding 
commitments.

STORY HIGHLIGHTS
•

•
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Expanding opportunities 
for Oil Palm Trunk (OPT)
A delegation led by MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida 
Yusoff paid a visit to Plus Intervest Sdn. Bhd. at Batu Kikir, 
Jempol, Negeri Sembilan on 28 December 2021. Members of 
the delegation were MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili together with 
several members of the Leadership Team and staff.

The visit was also joined by the Malaysian Panel-Products 
Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA) Chairman Datuk Wira 
Sheikh Othman, Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM) 
Head of Forestry Biotechnology Division Dr. Nor Hasnida 
Hassan, FRIM Research Officer Dr. Rosdi Koter, President of 
Malaysian Bamboo Society Dato’ Dr. Marzalina Mansor, Tuan 
Haji Abdul Shukor Hassan and Dato’ Seri Ir. Dr. Judin Abdul 
Karim the former Director-General of Malaysian Public Works 
who are active advisers on the community farming programme 
at Batu Kikir.

Receiving the delegation at Plus Intervest was its Managing Director 
Datuk Chua Hock Gee who is also Deputy Chairman of MPMA. 
The purpose of the visit was to have a better understanding of the 
Eucalyptus plantation and the community farming programme 
which started three years ago. Plus Intervest aims to introduce 
fast-growing species such as Batai and Eucalyptus to ensure the 
sustainability of raw material and to reduce the dependence on 
resources from the natural forest as well as to raise the income of the 
B40 community.

A tree planting activity to plant the Batai tree species was also held 
during the visit. Datuk Chua also shared his insights on using oil 
palm trunks (OPT) as an alternative source of material that has the 
potential to be made into marine-grade panel products.

The visit participants to Plus Intervest Sdn. Bhd.Datuk Chua Hock Gee explaining the process of making panel products to 
Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff.

The delegation visited the Eucalyptus nursery and planting site.
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Caring for trees and the environment is the social responsibility 
of every individual. In support of the greening Malaysia agenda, 
MTC has pledged with Yayasan Hijau Malaysia (YHM) an agency 
under the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources (KeTSA) for 
the 100 million tree planting campaign.  

In view of this, the MTC Work Hard, Play Hard, Pray Hard 
(WHP2H) organised a tree planting programme at Taman 
Tasik Cempaka, Bandar Baru Bangi, Selangor on 15 January 
2022. This programme is in a collaboration with the Kajang 
Municipal Council (MPKJ) and YHM in support of the 
greening Malaysia agenda to address climate change and 
improve the quality life of people.

This campaign aims to raise awareness and ensure the 
commitment to maintaining greenery as well as to foster love for 
the environment.

A total of 257 trees comprising various fruits and protected tree 
species were planted by MTC staff, and volunteers of MPKJ 
and YHM. Amongst the tree species planted include Kenanga, 
Merawan Siput Jantan, Janda Merana, Kasai, Kayu Manis, 
Cermai, Bidara, Petai, Belimbing Buluh and Belimbing Madu.

The tree planting programme was officiated by the MTC CEO 
Mr. Muhtar Suhaili together with MTC COO Mr. Roger Chin 
while representing MPKJ was the Acting Deputy Yang DiPertua 
En. Kamarulzaman Salimin on behalf of MPKJ Yang DiPertua 
Tuan Haji Najmuddin Jemain along with YHM’s Head of Project 
Management Division Dr. Rafidah Rashid.

Through this programme, MTC hopes to raise awareness amongst the 
community towards greening the environment for future generations and to 
assert the importance of preserving and protecting nature.

This programme is initiated as part of MTC’s corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) initiative was organised in conjunction with MTC’s 30th Anniversary 
in support of the environment to ensure a better tomorrow.

Mr. Muhtar Suhaili marked the start of the event with the planting of a tree in Taman Tasik Cempaka.

MTC’s Tree Planting 
Programme



Leading regional and global timber industry players will converge on 
Kuala Lumpur at the Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE 2022) to showcase 
wood and woodworking machinery. 

MWE is jointly organised by the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) 
and Panels & Furniture Group. Since its inception in 2019, MWE has 
gained interest and momentum as the platform for top exhibitors to 
gather from around the world. 

The first edition had attracted 135 renowned exhibitors from 22 
countries and was attended by more than 3,000 visitors. MWE 2022 
will continue to bring together international suppliers and buyers 
of timber products and woodworking machinery to congregate, 
network, and facilitate business exchanges.  

To kickstart the second edition of MWE, a soft launch was held 
at the Malaysia Pavilion in Expo 2022 Dubai on 24 January 2022 
which was officiated by YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin, 
Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC).

MWE 2022 will be held from 20-22 November 2022 at the Malaysia 
International Trade and Exhibition Centre (MITEC) in Kuala 
Lumpur. This event offers up to 12,000 squares metres of exhibition 
space and participating exhibitors would get the opportunity to 
position themselves as sophisticated providers of goods and services 
to the targeted industry audience. 

This premier event for the timber industry in this region is expected 
to attract importers, exporters, manufacturers, consultants, 
architects, engineers, and industry captains. There will also be 
pocket talks and business matching sessions. 

Get in touch with us today and be part of this exciting get together. For enquiry, contact us at: info@malaysianwoodexpo.com.my 

Malaysian Wood Expo returns!
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Cx@£õßÓ öuõÈÀ •øÚÁºPÐUS EuÄ
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G®.i.]. uø»ø© ö£õÖ¨ø£ HØÔ¸US®
|õmiß •uÀ ö£s©o¯õP CÁº vPÌQßÓõº.
Ph¢u AU@hõ£º •uÀ @uv G®.i.]. CÁ›ß
{¯©Ú® SÔzx AÔÂzux. AÁ¸hÚõÚ
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P¸xQÕºPÒ? E[PÒ ¦v¯ ŒÁõÀ SÔzx
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GÚUS J¸ ¦v¯ AÝ£Á® GßÓõ¾® Gß «x
øÁUP¨£mi¸US® |®¤UøPø¯ |õß
£o@Áõk HØÖUöPõÒQ@Óß.

CzöuõÈÀxøÓ Œ®£¢u©õÚ •UQ¯©õÚ
ÂÁPõµ[PøÍ x›u¨£kzx® @|õUPzvØPõP
GÚx ŒP Áõ›¯ EÖ¨¤ÚºPÐ® Cuß uø»ø©z
xÁ•® GÚUS BuµÄ AÎzx Á¸ÁuØS |õß
|ßÔ²® TÔUöPõÒQ@Óß.

Ph¢u AU@hõ£º ©õu® |õß {¯©Ú® öŒ#¯¨
£mhx •uÀ, CzöuõÈÀxøÓ öuõhº£õÚ £[P
Î¨¦, |hÁiUøPPÒ, ŒÁõÀPÒ, ¤µa]øÚPÒ GÚ
AøÚzøu²® AÔ¢x, ¦›¢x öPõÒÁuØPõP @©À
©mh® •uÀ, RÌ{ø» Áøµ AøÚzx Pmh[PÎ












¾® öuõhº Œ¢v¨¦PøÍ |hzv Á¸Q@Óß.
AÁºPÎhª¸¢x QøhUS® BuµÄ FUSÂUS®
ÁøP°À EÒÍx. CzöuõÈÀxøÓø¯ @©¾®
E¯›¯ {ø»US Cmka öŒÀÁuØPõP Cx Œõº¢u
ÁºPÐhß Cøn¢x £o¯õØÖÁuØS |õß
u¯õµõP C¸UQ@Óß.

J¸ uø»Á›ß öŒ¯»õUP® Gß£x AÁ›ß
@|ºø©, Aº¨£o¨¦, EÖv ©Ú¨£õßø©ø¯
ö£õÖzxÒÍ@u uÂµ AÁº  Bnõ, ö£snõ
GßÖ £õº¨£vÀø». öÁØÔ, ÁÍºa] Gß£x
AøÚÁ¸US® Œ©©õÚ Áõ#¨£õP ÁÇ[P¨£h
@Ásk®.

@PÒÂ: G®.i.].°ß £¯n® 30 Bsk
PøÍ ö|¸[Q Âmhx. CzöuõÈÀxøÓ

©ØÖ® G®.i.].°ß @©ß@©¾©õÚ £¯nzøu
Á¾¨£kzxÁvÀ E[PÎß vmh[PÒ GßÚ?

£vÀ: G®.i.].°ß 30 Bsk Põ» £¯n® ªPÄ®
ŒÁõÀªS¢u JßÓõS®. A¢u ŒÁõÀPøÍU Ph¢x
CßÖ G®.i.]. Auß £¯nzøu öuõhºQÓx. |õ[PÒ
@©ØöPõÒÐ® öuõhºa]¯õÚ B@»õŒøÚ A©ºÄPÒ
öÁmk©µz öuõÈÀxøÓ°À G®.i.]. Auß
@ŒøÁPøÍ @©®£kzxÁuØS EuÂ²ÒÍx.

CvÀ Kº Asø©¯ |hÁiUøP¯õP 2019 •uÀ 2023
B® Bsk ÁøµUS©õÚ I¢uõsk vmhzøu |õ[PÒ
Áøµ¢v¸UQ@Óõ®. @PõÂm&19 öuõØÖ¨ £µÁ¾US
©zv°À öÁmk©µz öuõÈÀxøÓø¯ E¸©õØÓ®
öŒ#ÁuØS® CzöuõÈÀxøÓ Gvº@|õUQ²ÒÍ ŒÁõÀ
PøÍ GvºöPõÒÁuØS® Czvmh® Áøµ¯¨£mkÒÍx.

2022 B® BskUPõÚ vmh[PøÍ G®.i.]. u¯õº
öŒ#xÒÍx. @PõÂm&19 öuõØÖ¨ £µÁ¾U
S¨ ¤¢v¯ J¸ |hÁiUøP¯õP öÁmk©µz
öuõÈÀxøÓUS¨ ¦zx°¹mk® ÁøP°À
uõUPzøu HØ£kzx® vmh[PÒ CvÀ
Ah[S®. PÈÄ ö£õ¸mPøÍ £¯ÝÒÍ
ö£õ¸mPÍõP ©õØÖÁvÀ CzöuõÈÀ
xøÓUS @©¾® FUSÂ¨ø£ AÎUS®
ÁøP°À “©Ö”ÇØ] ö£õ¸ÍõuõµzvØS”
•UQ¯zxÁ® öŒ¾zu¨£k®.

Jmk¨£»øP (plywood), CøÇ £»øP
(fiberboard), xPÒ £»øP (particleboard)
BQ¯Ú ©Ö”ÇØ] öŒ#¯¨£kÁuØPõÚ
Áõ#¨¦PÒ {øÓ¯ EÒÍÚ. CøÁ AÆÁÍ
ÁõP Âµ¯©õPõx. AÁØÔß PÈÄPÎ¼¸¢x
©µ¨£møhPÒ ©ØÖ® ©µzyÒ u¯õ›UP
»õ®. CÁØøÓU öPõsk AvP ŒUv
Áõ#¢u ©µzxPÒPøÍ u¯õ›UP •i²®.

G®.i.].ø¯¨ ö£õÖzu Áøµ°À
©@»]¯õÂÀ u¯õ›UP¨£mh ö£õ¸mPÐUS
•UQ¯zxÁ® AÎ¨£@u Auß •uÀ @uº
ÁõP C¸US®. Cuß Ai¨£øh°À,
£À@ÁÖ AøÚzx»P PsPõm]PÎÀ
G®.i.]. £[@PØS® Gß£xhß ÁºzuP¨
£¯n[PøÍ HØ£õk öŒ#Áx, ©@»]¯z
u¯õ›¨¦¨ ö£õ¸mPÎß •zvøµø¯

¤µ£»¨£kzx® Œ¢øu Á¸øP
PøÍ @©ØöPõÒÁx @£õßÓ
öŒ¯À vmh[PÐ® @©ØöPõÒÍ¨
£mk Á¸QßÓÚ.

@PÒÂ: öuõø»zöuõhº¦
öuõÈÀxøÓ°À 20 Bsk
AÝ£Á® ö£ØÓ }[PÒ öÁmk
©µz öuõÈÀxøÓUPõÚ Á¸©õ
Úzøu DmkÁvÀ GÆÁõÖ
EuÁ •i²®? (Cµsk@© C¸
öÁÆ@ÁÖ xøÓPÒ).

£vÀ: öuõø»zöuõhº¦®
öÁmk©µ•® C¸ öÁÆ@ÁÖ
xøÓPÒuõß. BÚõÀ, Œ¢øu¨
£kzxuÀ ©ØÖ® öuõÈÀ
•ß@ÚØÓ BUP •¯Ø] Gß£vÀ
Auß Ai¨£øh JßÖuõß.
Œ›¯õÚ Â³P[PøÍ ÁS¨£x,
ö£õ¸Ò AÔ•P®, @uøÁPøÍ
AvP›¨£x, Œ›¯õÚ uÍzøu

Aø©¨£x & CøÁ GÀ»õ@© C¸ xøÓPÐUS®
ö£õ¸¢x®.

öuõø»zöuõhº¦zxøÓ°À GÚUSÒÍ AÝ£
Ázøu £¯ß£kzv öÁmk©µz öuõÈÀxøÓ°ß
ÁÍºa]US ÂzvkÁ@u GÚx @|õUP®. iâmhÀ
AÀ»x C»UPÂ¯À uÍzøu @|õUQ CzöuõÈÀ
xøÓø¯ •ß@ÚõUQ Gkzxa öŒÀÁx, Œ¢øu
•øÓPøÍ @©®£kzxÁx, 4.0 öuõÈØ¦µm ]US HØ£
uõÛ¯[Q, C¯¢vµÂ¯À •øÓPøÍ HØ£x BQ¯Ú
GÚx vmh[PÎÀ Ah[S®.

öÁmk©µz öuõÈÀxøÓ°À EÒ|õmkz öuõÈ»õ
ÍºPÎß AÔÁõØÓÀ ©ØÖ® vÓøÚ @©¾® @©®£kzx
Áx® CvÀ Em£k®. EØ£zvø¯ AvP›US® A@u
Œ©¯®, vÓø© CÀ»õu A¢{¯z öuõÈ»õÍºPøÍ Av

P® |®¤°¸¨£øu Cx SøÓUS®.

@PÒÂ: @PõÂm&19 öuõØÖ¨
£µÁÀ Põ»zvÀ ©@»]¯ öÁmk
©µ öuõÈÀxøÓ G¢u AÍÂØS
£õvUP¨£mkÒÍx? C¢{ø»
ø©ø¯ ^º öŒ#ÁuØS GÆÁÍÄ
Põ»® ¤iUS® GÚ }[PÒ
P¸xQÕºPÒ?

£vÀ: @PõÂm&19 Põµn©õP
HØ£mkÒÍ AvP©õÚ ŒÁõÀPÎÀ
SÔ¨¤hzuUP ]» GßÓõÀ Â{
@¯õP® £õvUP¨£mhx, ŒµUS
Pmhn® AvP›zux, ‰» ö£õ¸m
PÎß Âø»PÒ AvP›zux ©ØÖ®

öuõÈ»õÍºPøÍ
{ø»{ÖzxÁx
BQ¯Ú Ah[S®.

@PõÂm öuõØÖ
Põµn©õP E»PÍõÂ¯
{ø»°À xøÓ•P[
PÎÀ ö|›ŒÀ HØ£m
hx. Põ¼¯õÚ öPõÒ
P»ßPÒ QøhUPõu
PõµnzvÚõÀ öÁÎ
|õkPÎÀ C¸¢x®
©@»]¯õÂ¼¸¢x®
AÝ¨¦® öÁmk©µ
Â{@¯õP[PÎÀ
Cøh³Ö HØ£mhx.
Cx ©mkªßÔ öPõÒ
P»ß æ¨¤[ Pmh
n[PÐ® £ß©h[S
AvP›zuÚ.

CÁØøÓ GvºöPõÒ
Ð® J¸ |hÁiUøP

¯õP 2021 ©õºa ©õu® HØÖ©v
EuÂz vmh® (C.H.¤.) JßøÓ
G®.i.]. E¸ÁõUQ¯x. ©@»]¯
öÁmk©µ HØÖ©v¯õÍºPÒ, SÔ¨
£õP ]Ô¯ ©ØÖ® |kzuµ öuõÈÀ
xøÓ Œõº¢uÁºPÐUS EuÄÁ@u
Cuß @|õUP©õS®. PhÀ ŒµUS
Pmhn[PÎß J¸ £Svø¯ AÁº
PÒ uÂº¨£uØPõÚ vmh® Cx
ÁõS®. CuØPõP ö©õzu® 10
»mŒ® öÁÒÎ JxURk öŒ#¯¨
£mhx. 2021 |Á®£º 15 B® @uv
Áøµ°À 512 öPõÒP»ßPÐUPõP
104 {ÖÁÚ[PÐUS Cv¼¸¢x
EuÂzöuõøP ÁÇ[P¨£mhx.

CzöuõÈÀxøÓø¯a Œõº¢uÁº
PÐUS uk¨§] öŒ¾zx® vmh
•® @©ØöPõÒÍ¨£mhx. 2021
áüø» 28 B® @uv öuõh[Q
2021 öŒ¨h®£º 6 Áøµ°À ]»õ[
Tº J»õU ö»®¤m, £¢v[QÀ
uk¨§] ø©¯[PÒ Aø©UP¨£m
hÚ. öÁmk©µ öuõÈÀxøÓø¯a
Œõº¢u öuõÈ»õÍºPÐUPõÚ uk¨
§] vmhzøu ÂøµÄ¨£kzx
ÁuØPõP13 »mŒ® öÁÒÎø¯
G®.i.]. JxURk öŒ#ux. Cx J¸
öuõÈ»õÍ¸US 30 öÁÒÎ
{v²uÂ¯õS®.

@PÒÂ: GvºPõ» ŒÁõÀPøÍ
GvºöPõÒÍ G®.i.]. u¯õµõP
EÒÍuõ? ¦zuõUP ©ØÖ® E¯›¯
uµ öÁmk©µ ö£õ¸mPøÍ
HØÖ©v öŒ#ÁvÀ J¸ E»Pz
uµ HØÖ©v |õhõP ©@»]¯õÂß

{ø»ø¯ Á¾¨£kzxÁuØS
GßÚ |hÁiUøP @©ØöPõÒ
Í¨£mk Á¸QÓx?

£vÀ: E»Qß ªP¨ö£›¯
öÁmk©µ®, öÁmk©µ® Œõº¢u
ö£õ¸mPÎß HØÖ©v |õkPÎÀ
©@»]¯õÄ® JßÖ. E»P® •Ê
Áx® 170 |õkPÐUS ©@»]¯õ
CÁØøÓ HØÖ©v öŒ#QÓx.
CzxøÓø¯ @©¾® Á¾¨£kz
x® |hÁiUøP¯õP Auß
I¢uõsk vmhzvß Áõ°»õP
£À@ÁÖ |hÁiUøPPøÍ
G®.i.]. @©ØöPõsk Á¸QÓx.
AÁØÖÒ:

* CÓUS©v EuÂz vmh®
(IAP) & TkuÀ uµ® Áõ#¢u
ö£õ¸mPøÍ EØ£zv öŒ#ÁuØ
PõP ‰» ö£õ¸mPÎß AvP›¨
¦US Cx EuÄQÓx.

* uõÛ¯[Q öuõÈÀ~m£®
ö£ÖuÀ (ATA) & öÁÎ|õmkz
öuõÈ»õÍºPøÍ |®¤°¸¨£
øuU SøÓzx, EØ£zv
BØÓø»¨ ö£¸USÁuØPõP
uõÛ¯[Q ©ØÖ® Av|ÃÚ
öuõÈÀ~m£zøu öÁmk©µ
ö£õ¸Ò u¯õ›¨£õÍºPÒ £¯ß
£kzxÁøu Cx FUSÂU
QßÓx.

* öÁmk©µ ÁiÁø©¨¦
CßS@£mhº vmh® (TIMBER
DIP) & ©@»]¯ u¯õ›¨¤»õÚ
E¯›¯ uµ •zvøµ¨ ö£õ¸m
PÎß @©®£õmiØPõP ÁiÁø©¨

£õÍºPÒ ©ØÖ® PmhhU Pø»
{¦nºPÐhß ©@»]¯ öÁmk
©µ, uÍÁõh u¯õ›¨£õÍºPÒ
TmhõP |hÁiUøPPøÍ
@©ØöPõÒÐ® vmh©õS®.

* CÍ® öuõÈÀ •øÚÁº
Œ‰P® (YES) & uzu® Aø©¨¦
PÎÀ uø»ø©zxÁ ©õØÓzvÀ
öÁmk©µ öuõÈÀxøÓ°ß
{ÖÁÚº ©ØÖ® Áõ›”PøÍz
u¯õº öŒ#²® J¸ vmh©õS®.

* Â@ÁP u¯õ›¨¦
B@»õŒøÚ & u[PÎß
•ßÝ›ø©PÒ, öŒ¯À•øÓ
©ØÖ® ©Ûu BØÓø»¨
ö£õÖzx uõÛ¯[Q, iâmhÀ
A®Œ[PøÍA©»õUSÁvÀ
{ÖÁÚ[PÐUS EuÄÁx
Czvmh©õS®.

* ö£õÔ°¯À {¦nº
@Áø»UP©ºzuÀ, £°Ø]z
vmh® (EPIP) & SÔ¨£õP
ö£õÔ°¯À ©ØÖ® u¯õ›¨¦z
xøÓPÎÀ AÔÁõØÓø»
JßÖvµmi, AuøÚ AvP›UPa
öŒ#Áx Cuß @|õUP©õS®.

* öÁmk©µ ¯uõºzu®
(TimberReality) & ©µ® Œõº¢u
ö£õ¸mPÐUPõÚ ö©#{Pº
Põm]UTh®.

* iâmhÀ Œ¢øu öuõÈÀ
•øÚÁº vmh® (DMEP) &
©@»]¯ öÁmk ©µ®
Ai¨£øh°»õÚ {ÖÁÚ[
PÐUS £°Ø]PøÍ²®
ÁÈPõmk uø»²®
ÁÇ[SÁuØPõP G®.i.].
@©ØöPõskÒÍ ©ØöÓõ¸
vmh® CxÁõS®.

Œõzv¯©õÚ ÁºzuP
Áõ#¨¦PÒ SÔzx Cøn¯®
Áõ°»õP öÁÎ|õmk öuõÈÀ
•øÚÁºPÐhß AiUPi
P»¢xøµ¯õhÀ |hzu¨£mk
Á¸QÓx. @|µi¯õPÄ®
C¯[Pø» Áõ°»õPÄ® G®.i.].
AøÚzx»PU PsPõm]PÎÀ
£[@PØÖ Á¸QßÓÚ GßÖ
íäáõ ö|õ›hõ ³”¨ @©¾®
TÔÚõº.

SÔ¨£õP CÍ® öuõÈÀ
•øÚÁºPÐUS CzxøÓ°À
AvP©õÚ Áõ#¨¦PÒ C¸¨£uõP
AÁº öu›Âzuõº. EÒ|õmiÀ
©mkªßÔ öÁÎ|õmka
Œ¢øuPøÍ²® Bµõ¯ AvP©õÚ
Áõ#¨¦PÒ C¸¨£uõP AÁº
”miUPõmiÚõº.
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MTC sasar eksport produk kayu RM23b

Majlis Kayu-Kayan Ma-
laysia (MTC) menyasar-
kan jumlah nilai eksport 
produk kayu Malaysia ke 

seluruh dunia sehingga hujung tahun 
ini meningkat kepada RM23 bilion 
berdasarkan pemulihan yang membe-
rangsangkan dari negara-negara peng-
import terutamanya di wilayah Asia 
Timur dan Amerika Syarikat serta 
penembusan pasaran di negara-negara 
baharu.

Pengerusi MTC, Norrida Yusoff 
berkata, selain disokong faktor digi-
talisasi, pihaknya optimis sasaran itu 
mampu dicapai ekoran RM17.9 bilion 
jumlah nilai eksport produk kayu yang 
direkodkan negara sehingga Oktober 
lalu.

Katanya, jumlah nilai eksport yang 
dicatatkan itu juga merekodkan pe-
ningkatan kira-kira 0.41 peratus ber-
banding jumlah nilai eksport dalam 
tempoh sama pada tahun lalu.

“Teknologi digitalisasi dalam pro-
ses pembuatan produk, pemasaran 
dan jualan bukan sahaja berjaya men-
jadikan industri kayu negara berdaya 
tahan bahkan daya saing juga dapat di-
pertingkatkan walaupun dalam situasi 
pandemik Covid-19.

“Pandemik menyebabkan ekonomi 
terjejas teruk, namun pemain industri 
tidak menyerah kalah sebaliknya men-
cari cara baharu untuk bekerja, mema-
sar dan menjual produk-produk kayu 
kita kepada negara luar.

“Kita juga terus meneroka pa-
saran baharu seperti di Uzbekistan, 
Kazakhstan, Rusia dan wilayah Oce-
ania selain kekalkan pasaran di ne-
gara-negara sedia ada iaitu yang terbe-
sar di Amerika Syarikat, Eropah dan 
Timur Tengah,” jelas Norrida pada 
temu bual eksklusif bersama Sinar Ha-
rian, di Ibu Pejabat MTC di sini, baru-
baru ini.

MTC ditubuhkan pada Januari 
1992 untuk menerajui pembangunan 
dan pertumbuhan industri perkayuan 
Malaysia dengan bidang tugas uta-
manya menggalakkan eksport produk 
perkayuan seperti kayu gergaji, kayu 
panel, kayu kumai, kayu tanggam serta 
perabot bagi pasaran luar negara.

Agensi perkayuan itu memberi 
khidmat kepada lebih 1,500 pengilang 

serta pengusaha berasaskan kayu di 
Semenanjung Malaysia yang menye-
diakan peluang pekerjaan kepada lebih 
100,000 pekerja.

Penularan pandemik mendorong 
MTC untuk melipatgandakan usaha 
menggalakkan pengilang dan pengu-
saha menggunakan teknologi digital 
dalam penjualan produk-produk kayu 
mereka.

Ubah trend
Menurut Norrida, trend jualan yang 

berubah daripada hanya tertumpu ke-
pada jualan secara konvensional kepa-
da digital melalui platform e-dagang 
perlu diikuti untuk memastikan pemain 
industri kekal berdaya maju.

“Pandemik membuka mata bahawa 
produk-produk kayu kita boleh dipasar-
kan secara dalam talian   menggunakan 
platform e-dagang. Ketika pandemik, 
kita tidak dapat ke luar negara untuk 
memasarkan produk tetapi perniagaan 
harus diteruskan. Jadi, kita alihkan sis-
tem perniagaan ke arah digital,” ujar-
nya.

Jelasnya, penglibatan MTC dalam 
pameran dan ekspo perdagangan anta-
rabangsa secara fizikal sebelum ini tu-
rut membantu pemain industri meraih 
jualan sepanjang pandemik sejak tahun 
lalu menerusi digital.

Selain itu, MTC turut menggalak-
kan pemain industri ke arah penggu-
naan mesin yang berteknologi tinggi 
untuk meningkatkan produktiviti bagi 
membolehkan mereka mengautomasi-
kan pengeluaran selaras dengan Revo-
lusi Perindustrian 4.0 dan menghasil-
kan produk bermutu tinggi.

Kesanggupan pemain industri me-
labur bagi mendapatkan mesin bertek-
nologi tinggi serta digitalisasi dalam 
pemasaran dan penjualan menjadi evo-
lusi baharu industri kayu Malaysia keti-
ka ini sekali gus menyumbang kepada 
peningkatan hasil negara.

Jelasnya, lawatannya ke beberapa 

buah kilang perabot dan kayu menda-
pati ada sebahagian kilang anak tem-
patan telahpun melabur dan membeli 
mesin moden untuk meningkatkan 
hasil pengeluaran dengan rekaan yang 
eksklusif.

Katanya, strategi mendigitalkan 
pengeluaran produk-produk kayu juga 
akan menarik penglibatan lebih ramai 
generasi muda dan golongan wanita 
dalam industri kayu kerana pekerjaan 
itu tidak lagi akan dilihat sebagai satu 
kerja 3D iaitu bahaya, kotor dan sukar 
(berat).

“Contohnya, ada satu kilang pem-
buat rehal kayu yang saya lawati se-
belum ini, jualan dan tempahan agak 
kurang memberangsangkan tetapi sele-
pas pemiliknya digitalkan pengeluaran 
rehal mereka, tempahan yang diterima 
meningkat sehingga tidak menang ta-
ngan.

“Selain itu, ramai anak muda tu-
rut memohon kerja di kilang tersebut. 
Kita akan jadikan kilang ini sebagai 
‘role model’ atau suri teladan kepada 
kilang-kilang lain agar mereka juga 
seiring dengan digitalisasi sekarang,” 
tambahnya.

Norrida berkata, pengeluaran pe-
rabot dan produk kayu lain juga perlu 
terus diinovasikan mengikut keperluan, 
cita rasa dan gaya hidup 
masa kini dari segi seni 
rekaan, reka bentuk dan 
fungsi, namun pada 
masa sama produk itu 
perlu terus mengikut 
piawaian kualiti antara-
bangsa.

Program baharu
Bagi menyokong 

usaha itu, MTC tampil 
memperkenalkan Pro-

Berdasarkan kejayaan 
teknologi digitalisasi dan 

penembusan pasaran di 
negara-negara baharu

Oleh RAIHAM MOHD SANUSI
Foto MOHD HALIM ABDUL WAHID

KUALA LUMPUR

gram Inkubator Reka Bentuk (TIM-
B3R DIP) pada hujung bulan lalu yang 
mendapat penyertaan memberangsang-
kan daripada pereka tempatan.

Program itu dijalankan untuk meng-
galakkan pereka tempatan menghasil-
kan produk kayu bermutu tinggi dan 
memenuhi cita rasa pengguna.

Rekaan-rekaan baharu yang dicipta 
itu seterusnya akan dipadankan dengan 
kilang yang menghasilkan jenis produk 
itu dan dikeluarkan secara komersial.

Ujar Norrida, program tersebut 
akan dijadikan sebagai acara tahunan 
MTC bagi menggalakkan pereka tem-
patan terus menghasilkan produk-pro-
duk baharu bagi  memenuhi kehendak 
pelanggan.

Evolusi digital ini juga merupakan 
salah satu pencapaian MTC selepas tiga 
dekad penubuhan agensi itu di bawah 
Kementerian Perusahaan Perladangan 
dan Komoditi.

Norrida yang muncul sebagai wanita 
pertama menerajui MTC akui terkejut 
dan terharu kerana diberikan keperca-
yaan untuk menggalas tanggungjawab 
tersebut bermula 1 Oktober lalu.

“Ini adalah bidang baharu bagi saya 
dan ketika mula memasuki pejabat, 
saya diperkenalkan dengan galeri MTC. 
Saya kagum melihat produk yang dipa-
merkan kerana ia adalah ‘wow factor’ 
kepada industri ini dan banyak perkara 
yang orang ramai perlu tahu tentangnya.

“Tugas yang dilakukan MTC se-
belum ini sememangnya sangat bagus, 
banyak fasa yang sudah dilalui dan pro-
duk sudah dipasarkan merentasi banyak 
negara. Banyak lagi usaha yang boleh 
dipertingkatkan untuk tingkatkan hasil 
negara,” ujarnya.

Menurutnya, setakat ini masih ramai 
masyarakat kurang jelas tentang bidang 
tugas MTC dan ada yang menganggap 
agensi itu terlibat dalam kerja-kerja pe-
nebangan pokok.

“Tugas utama kita ialah menggalak-
kan eksport produk kayu dan kita perlu 
pastikan produk itu kompetitif untuk 
bersaing dengan negara-negara lain. 
Kita pertingkat, perbaiki dan tambah 
nilai cara penghantaran produk dengan 
kaedah baharu,” jelasnya.

Norrida di hadapan pintu 
masuk Ibu Pejabat MTC di 

Kuala Lumpur.

Kayu dan produk kayu Malaysia termasuk perabot dieksport ke lebih 170 negara di seluruh dunia.
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Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC) led by its Chairman Tuan Haji 
Kamaruzaman Mohamad paid a courtesy visit to MTC Chairman Madam Hajah 

Norrida Yusoff at MTC HQ in Cheras on 11 January 2022.

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff together with CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, COO 
Mr. Roger Chin, and several members of the Leadership Team and MTC staff paid a courtesy 

visit to the PR1MA Corporation of Malaysia (PR1MA) on 5 January 2022. MTC was 
welcomed by the PR1MA Chairman YBhg. Dato’ Dr. Fathul Bari Mat Jahya together with 

members of the PR1MA leadership team.

The Terengganu Timber Industry Training Centre (TTITC) led by its CEO Mr. Muhamad 
Bin Sulong paid a courtesy visit to the MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff on 17 
January 2022 to discuss strategies to further develop the growth of the timber industry.

A meeting between MTC, Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC), and the Malaysian 
Timber Industry Board (MTIB) was held on 11 January 2022 to discuss further collaboration 
amongst the three agencies towards advancing the growth of the timber sector in Malaysia.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between The Timber Exporters 
Association of Malaysia (TEAM) President Mr. Chua Song Fong and The Sharjah Ports, 

Customs and Free Zones Authority, UAE Head of Administration Department Mr. Yaqoub H. 
Abdulla on 24 January 2022. It was witnessed by the Minister of Plantation Industries and 

Commodities (MPIC) YB Datuk Zuraida Kamaruddin, MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida 
Yusoff, and MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili at the Expo 2020 Dubai.

MTC team led by Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff and CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili 
visited the MTC Dubai Regional office at HDS Tower, Jumeirah Lake Towers on 22 
January 2022. Present at the visit were Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia 

(TEAM) President Mr. Chua Song Fong, MTC Board of Trustee Madam Noorasikin Mat 
Rifin, MTC COO Mr. Roger Chin, MTC Corporate Communications Director Ms. Noraihan 
Abd Rahman and MTC International Business Development Cluster 2 (South Asia, Middle 

East & Africa) Director, Mr. Khairul Anwar.
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Launching of MTC’s projects “TimbeReality”, a dedicated VR platform that displays 
Malaysian-made timber and furniture products at the Expo 2020 Dubai by the 
Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) YB Datuk Zuraida 

Kamaruddin on 24 January 2022.

The soft launching of the MTC’s “Forest Beyond Timber Video” at the Expo 2020 Dubai 
by the Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) YB Datuk Zuraida 

Kamaruddin on 24 January 2022. The video is scheduled to be broadcasted on the 
National Geographic channel.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili was being interviewed by Al-Bayan Newspaper, a popular 
daily newspaper in the UAE on 24 January 2022. He mentioned that Expo 2020 Dubai will 
pave the way for the industry to tap the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) market and 

promote bilateral trade between Malaysia and UAE.

A The launching of Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE) 2022 at the Expo 2020 Dubai. The event 
will be organised by the Malaysian Timber Council in November 2022.

The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities, YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida 
Kamaruddin visited the Women’s Pavilion located at the Sustainability District of the 
Expo Dubai 2020 on 25 January 2022. Accompanying the Minister’s delegation were 

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, and other 
Malaysian dignitaries. 

MTC’s Director of International Business Development Division (IBDD) - Cluster 2 (Middle 
East, Africa & South Asia) Mr. Khairul Anwar gave his presentation on “Malaysia’s Timber 

Journey to The Arab World” at the Expo 2020 Dubai on 25 January 2022. 
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MTC’s Director of International Business Development Division (IBDD) - Cluster 2 
(Middle East, Africa & South Asia) Mr. Khairul Anwar was interviewed by Al Emarat TV, 
a UAE state channel that has a wide variety of programmes that appeal to viewers of all 

ages in the UAE and GCC region on 25 January 2022. 

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff appeared in a live interview with Abu Dhabi TV, 
an Emirati television channel owned by Abu Dhabi Media on 25 January 2022. She highlighted 

the growth of timber trade between the UAE and Malaysia as well as updates on some of the 
key timber activities planned in conjunction with Expo 2020 Dubai.

MTC held an engagement session with the Vocational Technical Education and Training 
Division (BPLTV) of the Ministry of Education Malaysia (MoE) on 29 January 2022 to 

explore possible collaboration such as the Engineer Placement & Internship Programme 
(EPIP) and the On-The-Job Training Programme (OJT).

The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin 
officially launched Malaysia’s agri-commodity regional office in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia on 

27 January 2022. The Commodities Integration Marketing Company (CIMC) houses three 
government-linked organisations under one roof namely the Malaysian Palm Oil Council 

(MPOC), the Malaysian Rubber Council (MRC), and the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC). 

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, and 
MTC Americas’ Regional Representative Ms. Lai Mei Theng visited Holland Southwest 
International on 1 February 2022. Representing Holland Southwest International were 
the CEO cum President Ms. JoAnn Gillebaard, and Director of Sales and Procurement 

Mr. Mason Herbert.

MTC delegation comprises of MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, MTC 
CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, MTC Americas’ Regional Representative Ms. Lai Mei Theng, 
and Marketing Executive Ms. Angelina Rouget visited the Greater Houston Builders 

Association (GHBA) in the United States on 31 January 2022 to explore trade 
opportunities for Malaysian timber products. The delegation was welcomed by the 

Director of Membership of GHBA Ms. Cynthia Fagan.






