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Dear Readers,

To uplift trade, the Ministry of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities with MTC embarked on various international 
roadshows to explore trade opportunities for Malaysian 
timber products. The visits to Turkey and Pakistan from 
25 March to 2 April saw the successful signing of two 
MoUs with the All-Pakistan Timber Traders Association 
(APTTA) and Turkish Forest Product Industrialists and 
Businessman Association (TORID) respectively, aimed at 
enhancing bilateral trade and increasing exports of timber-
based products including furniture. This was among the 
numerous programmes, events and activities undertaken and 
participated by MTC during the period of March-April 2021. 
Please see our reports on pages 4-23.

MTC’s Timber Talk webinars provides an inspiring insights 
into the best design practices and interesting case studies 
from the leading experts in timber design, specification and 
construction. In this issue, we showcase a presentation by Ms. 
Serina Hijjas a prominent architect, renowned for her energy-
efficient and sustainable design architecture. For a read on 
Serina’s story, please turn to pages 24-25.

Sunlighten Malaysia Sdn Bhd, a participant of TimbeReality 
programme, and First Flames Sdn Bhd a participant of MTC’s 
Import Assistance Programme (IAP) relate the productivity 
and business improvements in their operations through 
participating in these programme carried out by MTC for the 
industry.  The impact of these programmes are highlighted on 
pages 36-39.

Staircases tie entire spaces together in visually dramatic 
styles that often serve as a project’s centerpiece. In A Case For 
Timber, we showcase some of the unique staircases that have 
been designed with timber to enhance your home or office 
with a new angle and fresh sensation. For more on this, turn 
to pages 42-44.

Happy Reading!

The Editor.
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MTC WINDOW
Management Updates
With the further easing of restrictions and the recent reopening of its international borders, Malaysia is transitioning 
to the endemic stage. Despite the ongoing macro uncertainties, the economy is expected to stage a more concrete 
recovery compared with previous years, plagued by uncertainties brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic.

As we transition to the endemic phase, the Malaysian timber industry can look forward to a strong recovery.  As 
the world becomes more interconnected, the ability to learn and adapt to change is imperative. We have to up 
this game as we return to post-pandemic normalcy. 

Heightened market volatility continues to present challenges to delivering consistent income returns for 
the investment portfolios. Global markets must contend with the multitude of inflation-linked challenges 
presented by aggressive US Federal Reserve rate normalization and a protracted Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
This will present itself in the form of inflation, expensive commodity prices, stagflation, and recession which is 
already resulting in the International Monetary Fund scaling back its growth forecasts for many countries. 

Malaysia is no exception as our 2022 official GDP forecasts are being revised downwards to 5.3%-6.3% on 
external headwinds even as domestic demand projections are revised higher with the re-opening of the 
economy. Downside risks include an escalation of the geopolitical conflict beyond Ukraine’s borders, slower 

MTC Treetop Spotlight
In this issue, the MTC Management would like to recognise Ms. Anati Najian Binti Roslan, Executive from the 
Procurement Unit (PU) of the Finance & Procurement Division (FPD) for her dedication and commitment. When 
one has multiple things to juggle during business travel, especially against the backdrop of changing travel 
restrictions, it is indeed comforting to have a colleague who follows through to ensure that the journey is hassle-
free! Anati has supported behind-the-scenes in many instances to ensure that all travel-related arrangements 
were perfectly orchestrated. She was very diligent to follow up on the flight bookings and closely monitored 
travel restrictions including the applicable protocols and kept staff updated on the requirements. She then went 
over and above the requirements of her role by following through whilst, constantly checking in to make sure 
that staff had arrived safely.  She is dedicated, committed, hard-working, and, above all, helpful.  Excellent work! 
Keep it up!
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The months of March and April 2022 saw the continuation of MTC’s efforts working on a number of key issues while continuing our work on trade 
facilitation, improving market access, and intensifying IR4.0 adoption. We will continue our engagement with more institutions in the time to come.

MTC will continue to enhance trade opportunities in traditional markets while exploring new frontiers. MTC’s 2022 Must-Wins initiatives focused 
on reviving businesses where several new programmes are already ongoing encapsulating its strategy to overcome the pandemic-related challenges 
while ensuring the sustainability of the industry. The recent international roadshows to UAE, Saudi Arabia, the USA, The Netherlands, India, 
Bangladesh, Turkey, Pakistan, Qatar, and Egypt were all aimed at enhancing trade opportunities and have resulted in bilateral trade. During these 
roadshows, various MoUs have been inked to strengthen cooperation on market development and trade for mutual benefits. With the borders 
reopening and gradual revival of more economic sectors, I hope that everyone can seize this business opportunity to explore and innovate, and 
continue to contribute to the national economic development and operate efficiently through its ebbs and flows.

I offer my best wishes to our industry members, staff and stakeholders celebrating the auspicious and joyous festival of Eid ul-Fitr. May this festival 
of Eid allow us all to reflect on strengthening mutual goodwill and inspire each of us to follow the path of love, generosity, and harmony.

Eid Mubarak to you all. Taqabbalallahu minna wa minkum!

“LET’S POWER PROGRESS TOGETHER!”

MUHTAR BIN  SUHAILI
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)

than expected recovery in China, and persistent inflation leading to faster global monetary tightening which will curtail growth. 

Faced with the above, INRD’s strategy is to manage the investment portfolio to optimize income generation while safeguarding the portfolio’s long-
term income generation capability through prudent investments as well as actively exploring opportunities and conducting due diligence into new 
investment solutions to supplement existing investments. 

2022 represents the 24th year since the MTC Endowment Fund’s inception, which has seen the fund grows through the prudent stewardship 
and financial management of its investments and expenses with the guidance from the Board of Trustees. We are hopeful that this practice will 
continue to ensure that the investment portfolios continue to provide long-term sustainable income to aid in the promotion of the Malaysian 
timber industry going forward.

EDWARD TAN
Head, Investment & New Revenue Assurance Division (INRD)



Agri-commodity promoted 
in Egypt, Qatar
The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities 
YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin led a delegation for 
the International Economic and Agri-commodity Products 
Promotion Mission to Egypt and Qatar from 16-21 April 2022. 

The working roadshow was part of ongoing activities to 
promote and increase trade for agri-commodity products 
in these two countries. The Minister also conducted similar 
missions recently to the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Saudi 
Arabia, Iran, India, Bangladesh, Turkey, and Pakistan.

In conjunction with the visit, several bilateral talks and 
factory visits were held by MTC. These included a visit to 
Bakkah for Importing & Wood Trading which is a lumber 
store with one of the most comprehensive ranges of 
hardwood and softwood in Obour City, Egypt. Prior to that, 
MTC also visited Abokhaled Group, ElBana Co. for Import 
and AroArt 4 Import & Trading Co. 

The delegation also had a meeting with the Minister of Trade 
and Industry of Egypt, Her Excellency Madam Nevin Gamea. 
Among the matters discussed were trade relations between 
Malaysia and Egypt, namely on palm oil, rubber and timber.

Following the meeting, the delegation paid a courtesy visit 
to the Egyptian Minister of Supply and Internal Trade, His 
Excellency Dr. Ali El Moselhy where trade opportunities for 
palm oil, rubber, timber, cocoa and pepper were discussed.

This was followed by a Roundtable Discussion and the 
breaking of fast with key industry players in Egypt along 
with the delegation of the Malaysian Palm Oil Board 
(MPOB), Malaysian Palm Oil Council (MPOC), Malaysian 
Rubber Council (MRC) and MTC.

Accompanying the Minister in this visit were the H.E. 
Ambassador of Malaysia to the Arab Republic of Egypt 
Mr. Zamani Ismail, the Deputy Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) 
Mr. Mad Zaidi Mohd Karli, MPOC CEO Madam Wan Aishah 
Wan Hamid, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, MPOB Deputy 
Director-General Dr. Zainab Idris, MRC Senior Director Mr. 
Muhammad Fazli Ab Jalil, representatives from the Embassy 
and representatives of the various councils and agencies 
under MPIC.

The Minister also met up with the CEO of the General 
Authority for Investment and Free Zones (GAFI) Mr. Mohamed 
Abdel Wahab for discussions on the potential investment, 
industrial and commercial collaborations between Malaysia 
and Egypt. 

MPIC Minister YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin is actively promoting and seeking new 
opportunities for the agri-commodity sector.

Mr. Muhtar Suhaili presenting MTC’s plaque to the Minister of Commerce & Industry of Qatar, 
H.E. Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin Qassim Al-Abdullah Al-Thani.

The Malaysian delegation was briefed on the Egyptian Government’s 
initiative to attract investment with the theme “Egypt: Strong Past, 
Bright Future”. Egypt is developing several mega projects including the 
New Administration Capital (NAC), Business District, Knowledge City, 
Galala Resort, Suez Canal Development, and many others. The meeting 
focused on the investment potential between Malaysia and Egypt. 

H.E. Mr. Zamani Ismail also hosted a breaking of fast for the 
delegation. Also present at this event were MTC Director of 
International Business Development Division – Cluster 2 (South Asia, 
Oceania, Middle East & Africa) Mr. Khairul Anwar and MTC Senior 
Executive-cum-Regional Representative to Saudi Arabia and Africa, 
Mr. Abdul Hadi Ismail.
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In Qatar, YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida paid a courtesy visit to the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry of Qatar, H.E. Sheikh 
Mohammed Hamad Qassim Al-Abdullah Al-Thani to discuss 
economic collaborations between the two countries as well as 
other post-pandemic recovery efforts.

Prior to this, the Malaysian delegation had engagement sessions 
with the Minister of Municipality of Qatar, H. E. Abdulla bin 
Abdulaziz bin Turki Al-Subaie to discuss economic policies that 
could support the private sectors and business opportunities that 
will allow Malaysian companies to expand or invest in Qatar.

Present at this session with the delegation was the Malaysian 
Ambassador to Qatar, H.E. Mr. Zamshari Shaharan.

The delegation also visited the Qatar Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. They were received by the Chairman of Qatar Chamber, 
H.E. Sheikh Khalifa Jassim Al-Thani together with members of 
his leadership team. The visit concluded with a Ramadan Iftar 
Ceremony with the Malaysian Diaspora in Qatar which was held 
at the Four Seasons Hotel in Doha, Qatar.

Meanwhile, MTC and the MPOB delegation led by Mr. Muhtar 
also paid a courtesy visit to Assoc. Prof. Ir. Ts. Dr. Asan Abdul 
Muthalif, at the Qatar University. Dr. Asan is a lecturer at the
International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM), and is currently 
lecturing at the College of Engineering at Qatar University.

Dr. Asan brought the delegation on a tour of the College of 
Engineering. The delegation had a chance to inspect some of 
the projects and research works. Since its inception in 1977, the 
Qatar University is the only public university that is funded by 
the government.

The Ministerial mission 
to Egypt and Qatar is 
seen as a strategic move 
that aims to accelerate 
the agri-commodities 
export to the countries.

YB Minister and the Chairman of Qatar Chamber, H.E. Sheikh Khalifa Jassim Al-Thani 
(fourth from right) with a Qatari and MPIC officials.

At the breaking of fast with MPIC delegation and Malaysian diaspora in Cairo, Egypt.YB Minister looks on as Mr. Muhtar hands over a token of appreciation from MTC
 to H. E. Abdulla bin Abdulaziz bin Turki Al-Subaie.
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MTC made many field visits during the trip to Egypt and Qatar.YB Minister with officials from the agencies and councils under MPIC.



MTC inks MoUs in Turkey, 
Pakistan
The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities YB Datuk 
Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin led a ministerial mission to Turkey and 
Pakistan from 25 March to 2 April 2022. Accompanying her on the 
mission were officials from the agri-commodity sectors, including MTC.

Representing MTC on this mission was Chairman Madam 
Hajah Norrida Yusoff, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, Director of 
International Business Development Division – Cluster 2 (South 
Asia, Oceania, Middle East & Africa) Mr. Khairul Anwar and 
Regional Representative Mr. Muhammad Mursyid Al-Amien Kayati.

The delegation visited Turkey from 25-28 March and were in 
Pakistan from 29 March to 2 April.

During the working visit, Madam Hajah Norrida held several 
engagement sessions with the Turkish timber industry players and 
visited several timber manufacturers including Parke & Home in 
Istanbul, Mahir Arin Kerestecilik and Arin Orman Urunleri in Duzce 
as well as Burhan Celik Ahsap, a veneer factory in Bolu, Turkey.

MTC also inked a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the 
Turkish Forest Products Industrialists and Businessmen Association 
(TORİD) to enhance bilateral trade and increase exports of timber-
based products including furniture between the two countries.

The MoU was signed by Mr. Muhtar and TORİD President Mr. Göksel 
Korkmaz and was witnessed by YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida, Deputy 
Secretary General (Strategic Planning & Management) of the
Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) Mr. Abdul 
Hadi Omar, Madam Hajah Norrida and Malaysian Ambassador to 
Turkey H.E. Ambassador Sazali Mustafa Kamal.

Turkey is Malaysia’s only trading partner with a Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) in the European and Mediterranean regions. Turkey is a major 
gateway to parts of the Middle East and Central Asian markets for agri-
commodities including timber products.
 
The Malaysian delegation also visited Selvi Mobilya, a furniture retail 
company based in Istanbul with 81 branch offices throughout Turkey. 
A meeting with the Turkish Minister of Trade H.E. Mr. Mehmet Muş 
was also held in Ankara. The delegation also attended a networking 
dinner which was organised with the Malaysian Agency and Diaspora in 
Ankara and hosted by H.E. Ambassador of Malaysia to Turkey Mr. Sazali 
Mustafa Kamal.

In Pakistan, MTC signed a MoU with the All Pakistan Timber Traders 
Association (APTTA) in Karachi. The MoU aims to strengthen bilateral 
trade and increase exports of timber-based products including furniture 
between the two countries. 

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin handing over MTC’s plaque after the MoU signing with the All Pakistan Timber Traders Association (APTTA) in Karachi.
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The MoU was signed by Mr. Muhtar and APTTA Chairman Mr. 
Muhammad Sharjeel Goplani, witnessed by YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida 
with several other dignitaries including the MPIC Deputy Secretary 
General (Strategic Planning & Management) Mr. Abdul Hadi Omar, 
Madam Hajah Norrida, Consulate General of Malaysia in Karachi, 
Mr. Khairul Nazran Abd Rahman, Chairman of Pakistan-Malaysia 

Business Council (PMBC) Mr. Bashir Janmohammad and APTTA 
Advisor Mr. Mokhtar Muhammad. 

A networking dinner with Pakistan’s agri-commodity industry 
captains was also organised in a bid to strengthen business 
opportunities between the two countries’ agri-commodities sectors 
after the signing of the MoU.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar accompanying the Minister as she heads for her Ministerial 
meeting in Turkey.

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida addressing foreign delegates in Pakistan.
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Mr. Muhtar Suhaili at the MoU signing with Turkish Forest Products Industrialists and Businessmen Association (TORİD). Looking on are MTC Chairman (standing, left) Madam Hajah Norrida 
Yusoff, YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin, Mr. Abdul Hadi Omar ( Deputy Secretary General of MPIC) and H.E. Mr. Sazali Mustafa Kamal (Malaysian Ambassador to Turkey).



Launch of the National  
Agri-Commodity Policy 
for the next 10 years
The National Agri-Commodity Policy 2021-2030 (DAKN2030) 
was successfully launched by the Ministry of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities (MPIC) on 9 March 2022 at the 
Everly Hotel, Putrajaya. The policy is based on five key thrusts 
namely sustainability, productivity, value-creation, market 
development, and inclusivity.

YB Minister Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin during her 
speech at the launch said that DAKN2030 was formulated 
to ensure the agri-commodity sector is spurred further and 
contribute continuously to the country’s GDP and export 
earnings. At the same time, DAKN 2030 is expected to help 
reduce the income gap and poverty rates among people, 
especially those in rural areas.

She pointed out that the policy was developed to ensure all 
agencies under MPIC have the same direction based on the 
five pillars when conducting their activities. The total export 
of agri-commodity sector in 2021 was RM209.50 billion.

DAKN2030 was a continuation of the National Commodity 
Policy (DKN) 2011-2020 which was approved by the Cabinet 
on 19 January 2022. It was formulated based on the national 
agenda such as the Shared Prosperity Vision 2030, Sustainable 
Development Goals, 12th Malaysia Plan, and Third National 
Physical Plan.

DAKN2030 outlines the direction for the development of the 
country’s agri-commodity industry which includes eight major 
commodities namely palm oil, rubber, timber, cocoa, pepper, 
plant-based fibres, biomass, and biofuels. 

Madam Hajah Norrida and Mr. Muhtar showcasing MTC’s TIMB3R DIP 1.0 book to YB Minister 
Datuk Hajah Zuraida.

It will be used as a reference for the country’s commodity industry in terms 
of environmental, social, and governance (ESG) criteria, as well as towards 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 2030 Agenda.

All agencies and councils under the Ministry worked together to make this event a 
success by having set up exhibition booths in the hotel foyer area to showcase their 
latest initiatives, technology, and innovations through their respective projects.

After the launch ceremony, YB Minister Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin 
and Deputy Minister YB Datuk Willie Anak Mongin together with the MPIC 
Secretary General Datuk Ravi Muthayah visited the exhibition booths 
including MTC’s booth where various timber products and promotional 
collaterals were showcased.

Other attendees and dignitaries at the launch event include MPIC Deputy 
Secretary General (Plantation & Commodities) Mr. Mad Zaidi Mohd Karli, 
MPIC Deputy Secretary General (Strategic Planning & Management) Mr. 
Abdul Hadi Omar, MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, MTC CEO 
Mr. Muhtar Suhaili as well as other key representatives from MPIC, agencies, 
councils, and relevant Ministries.

YB Minister Datuk Hajah Zuraida together with YB Deputy Minister Datuk Willie (far left) 
and Datuk Ravi (far right) at MTC’s booth.
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YB Minister Datuk Hajah Zuraida launches the DAKN2030.



MiACES 2022 targets 
RM300 billion export value
The Malaysia International Agricommodity Expo and Summit 2022 
(MiACES 2022) targets an export value of RM300 billion for the agri-
commodity sector this year, said Minister of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin at the soft launch 
ceremony held at the Malaysia International Trade and Exhibition 
Centre (MITEC), Kuala Lumpur on 23 March 2022.

MiACES 2022 is expected to create opportunities for the agri-
commodity industry players to grow and find new markets to further 
increase the exports, said YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin.

Organised by the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities 
(MPIC) and anchored by the Malaysian Rubber Council (MRC) with 
the support from the Malaysian Palm Oil Council (MPOC) and the 
Malaysian Timber Council (MTC), the expo and summit will promote 
Malaysia as the international hub for agri-commodity activities. 

MiACES is scheduled to be held from 26 to 28 July 2022 as a platform 
to showcase Malaysian agri-commodity products such as rubber, 
palm oil, timber, kenaf, pepper and cocoa industry and expand the 
commodity exports to a new market.

It will serve as a one-stop centre and promote Malaysia as the 
international hub for agri-commodity activities. Apart from enhancing 
the agri-commodity sector, the summit is also targeted to advance 

YB Minister Datuk Hajah Zuraida flanked by the top officials of MPIC, MRC, MPOC, MTC, LKM and MPB at the MiACES 2022 launch ceremony.

the technology industry, latest equipment,and machinery. Awards 
presentation will also be held as a side event during this MiACES.

MPIC believes that the agri-commodity sector could grow into 
a stronger economic contributor by increasing agri-commodity 
industry players, producers, investors, and stakeholders, as well as 
advancing sustainable primary production here in Malaysia.

The summit is also expected to see the participation from various 
countries including Bangladesh, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, Iran, 
China, Pakistan, Thailand, Vietnam, Philippines, UAE, Egypt, 
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Nigeria, thus opening the way for 
comprehensive discussions on empowering the Malaysian 
agri-commodity industry.

The three-day expo will comprise a host of activities including a 
ministerial roundtable and an award night to recognize efforts by 
industry players to uplift the agri-commodity sector.

Present at the soft launch event were the Malaysian Rubber Council 
(MRC) Chairman YB Dr. Daroyah Alwi, Malaysian Palm Oil Council 
(MPOC) Chairman Mr. Larry Sng, MTC Chairman Madam Hajah 
Norrida Yusoff, Malaysian Cocoa Board (LKM) Chairman Madam 
Rahimah Majid, Malaysian Pepper Board (MPB) Chairman Tuan 
Haji Baharuddin Dato’ Mokhsen, MRC CEO Mr. Nor Hizwan 
Ahmad, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, MTC COO Madam Noraihan 
Abdul Rahman, and several members of MTC’s Leadership team.

From left: YB Dr. Daroyah Alwi, Mr. Mad Zaidi Mohd Karli, YB Minister Datuk Hajah 
Zuraida, and Mr. Abdul Hadi Omar at the launching event of MiACES 2022.

YB Minister Datuk Hajah Zuraida speaking to members of the media at  the press conference.
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Furniture parks set to 
double Sarawak’s timber 
export revenue
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) sees its position within the trade 
and its proximity with the government as a strength and opportunity to 
further enhance the competitiveness of the Malaysian timber industry. 
Aside from implementing initiatives to tackle the many challenges 
faced by industry players, MTC is also committed to achieving the 
objectives set out in the MTC Roadmap 2019-2023 and the National 
Agri-Commodity Policy 2021-2030 (DAKN2030).

MTC is continuously undertaking various engagement programmes 
with stakeholders and one of which is through the organization of 
an engagement session held on 26 April 2022 for the timber industry 
players in Peninsular Malaysia in order to assist the Sarawak Timber 
Industry Development Corporation (STIDC) to attract investors for 
the two furniture parks that it is constructing in the state. 

The timber industry has been and will continue to be an important 
sector for Sarawak in terms of employment and business 
opportunities, and export revenue, said the Deputy Minister of 
Plantation Industries and Commodities YB Datuk Willie Anak 
Mongin, who was present at the engagement session.

Speaking at the session, YB Datuk Willie said that the establishment 
of these furniture parks is part of the State government’s policy 

under its post-COVID-19 Development Strategy 2030 which places a 
specific focus on producing more timber-based products. 

YB Datuk Willie added that the furniture parks will help Sarawak to 
double its timber export revenue from almost RM4 billion to RM8 
billion by 2030. Apart from furniture, other value-added products 
identified to contribute to this export target are engineered wood 
products, plywood-based and bamboo-based products.

Delivering the welcoming remarks, MTC Chairman Madam Hajah 
Norrida Yusoff said that given the importance of the industry, there is a 
need to ensure its growth and sustainability. For this very purpose, MTC 
as the lead agency to promote the Malaysian timber trade will continue 
to develop its transformation plan, setting the priorities for this year 
with new programmes implemented apart from the existing ones to 
address the challenges faced by the industry. These initiatives are built 
upon strengthening recovery, building resilience, and driving reforms 
that will sustain the industry’s cycle of growth.

She added that Sarawak is well on its way to write a new chapter on its 
timber industry with the building of the Sarawak Furniture Park in 
Kuching and Tanjung Manis. The development of Sarawak Furniture 

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida (left) presenting a wooden congkak set to YB Datuk Willie. 
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Park, a first of its kind in the state and equipped with all the 
facilities needed by the industry will be a game-changer for the 
furniture industry. 

This was followed by a briefing and presentation by STIDC 
General Manager YBhg. Datu Haji Hashim Haji Bojet. STIDC 
said it has all the machinery in place to make Sarawak the new 
furniture hub and hope to collaborate with MTC and industry 
member to materialise this initiative.  By looking at the state’s 
timber resources, which have a high potential for producing 
value-added wooden-based products, the furniture park is a 
timely set-up for the development of its timber industry. STIDC 
said the Sarawak Furniture Park is expected to generate RM500 
million in investment. 

The session which was held at the Putrajaya International 
Convention Centre (PICC) was also attended by MTC CEO Mr. 
Muhtar Suhaili, Deputy Under Secretary (Timber, Tobacco 
and Kenaf Industry Development Unit) Ministry of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities (KTK MPIC) (KTK MPIC) Madam 
Habibah Ahmad, Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC) 
CEO Ms. Siti Syaliza Mustapha, Malaysian Panel-Products 
Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA) Chairman Datuk Wira 
Sheikh Othman Sheikh Abdul Rahman, Malaysian Wood Moulding 
and Joinery Council (MWMJC) Vice Chairman Mr. BK Ng, 
Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) Vice President Mr. Mah Kong 
Yeow, The Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber & Furniture 
Entrepreneurs (PEKA) Secretary General Mr. Fazli Shah Simpon, 

YBhg. Datu Haji Hashim (right) receiving a token from MTC presented by YB Datuk Willie.MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida and CEO Mr. Muhtar addressing the participants 
during the engagement session.
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MTC will continue 
to develop its 
transformation plan, 
setting the priorities 
for this year with 
new programmes 
implemented apart 
from the existing 
ones to address the 
challenges faced by 
the industry.

Various stakeholders from Peninsular Malaysia and Sarawak attended the engagement session.

staff from MTC, representative from the Malaysian Investment 
Development Authority (MIDA), Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
(MTIB) and other members representing the timber industry.
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Enhancing resilience and 
capability of Bumi MSMEs 
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) organised an engagement 
session between the Ministry of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities (MPIC), Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
(MTIB), MTC, Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC), 
Association of Malaysian Bumiputera Timber and Furniture 
Entrepreneurs (PEKA), and CTCS Worldwide Sdn. Bhd. (CWSB) 
at the Hilton Hotel, Petaling Jaya on 7 March 2022 to assist the 
Bumiputera micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) in 
the timber industry to be more proactive and competitive. 

The event was graced by MPIC Minister YB Datuk Hajah 
Zuraida Kamaruddin. In her welcoming remarks, the Minister 
emphasized that although the country’s export performance 
of timber products and furniture is seen as quite commendable 
in the global market, the contribution of Bumiputera micro, 
small and medium enterprises entrepreneurs to the value of 
timber exports is rather low. Most Bumiputera entrepreneurs 
are small and micro, and they do not focus on the export market 
as there is a need to increase the level of production capacity, 
productivity, and quality of products produced by these MSMEs.

She reiterated that MPIC intends to increase the participation 
of more Bumiputera export entrepreneurs in the local 
timber industry to become more competitive in the global 
market. MPIC and its agencies are committed to carrying out 
various programmes in 2022 to strengthen the resilience and 
capability of Bumiputera MSMEs and enterprises to ensure 
they become successful.

The session was followed by a discussion among the attendees 
which was chaired by YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida and present in the 
session were MPIC Deputy Secretary General Mr. Mad Zaidi Mohd 
Karli, MTIB Chairman Datuk Hishamuddin Abdul Karim, MTC 
Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, MTCC Chairman Mr. 
Kamaruzaman Mohamad, MTIB Director General Mr. Mahpar 
Atan and PEKA President Mr. Farosham Naizamohideen.

MTC representatives were CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, COO 
Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman, Director of Industry 

YB Minister Datuk Hajah Zuraida together with Madam Hajah Norrida and Mr. Muhtar 
listening attentively to the issues raised by industry players.

During the session, many issues were raised by the representatives who were present in the 
engagement session.

Line up of participants at the engagement session.

Development and Transformation Division (IDTD) Mr. Mokhtar Mohd 
Yaacob together with the IDTD staff members. Other attendees include top 
management and senior officials from MPIC, MTIB, PEKA, MTCC, CWSB, 
and Bumiputera entrepreneurs in the timber industry.

The session also discussed the strategies to further develop the growth of 
the timber industry, especially among Bumiputera entrepreneurs and ten 
companies were nominated by PEKA for Bumiputera export development 
with the target plan of assisting these companies to become exporters.
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Industry members and other attendees at the MoA signing ceremony.

Timber industry embraces 
digital transformation
A Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) signing ceremony was held 
between the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC), The Malaysian 
Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA), and CTCS 
Global Sdn. Bhd. for the establishment of the RENOMATE - 
Timber Industry Go Online (TiGO) on 8 March 2022 at MTC HQ 
in Kuala Lumpur.

The RENOMATE – Timber Industry Go Online (TiGO) is a 
business marketplace platform that is aimed at augmenting the 
digital transformation of the timber industry and helping to 
build resilience in the post-pandemic recovery. It would provide 
opportunities for small businesses and individuals to participate 
in a trading platform by facilitating the exchange of raw materials 
supply, interior design and renovation supplies, services, and 
clients’ delivery assurance.

In the past, timber products and furniture were marketed and sold 
via traditional methods such as by having showrooms at shopping 
malls, warehouses, or through project sales. The pandemic has 
made the economy paralyzed and businesses grappling with ways 
to cope with the situation. One of the methods that proved the 
effectiveness of doing business is by selling their product through 
e-commerce platforms. By having RENOMATE, it hopes to facilitate 
and enable manufacturers, interior designers, and service operators 
in technology enhancement. 

The MoA was signed by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, MPMA 
Chairman Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman Sheikh Abdul Rahman, 
and Datuk Chua Hock Gee on behalf of CTCS Global Sdn. Bhd.
The ceremony was witnessed by the Malaysian Wood Industries 
Association (MWIA) President cum MTC Trustee Mr. Goh Chee 
Yew, MTC Trustee Madam Noorashikin Mat Rifin, MTC COO 

From left: Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman, Mr. Muhtar and Datuk Chua Hock Gee after the signing of the MoA.

Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman, and CTCS Global Sdn. Bhd. 
representatives’ Mr. Ahmad Shah Mohamad and Ms. Shasa Elena 
Ahmad Shah.

Other attendees at the ceremony include MPMA representatives, 
MTC Leadership Team members, and MTC staff.

Mr. Muhtar is conveying his welcoming remarks at the MoA signing ceremony.
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Market visit to Singapore
In conjunction with the BuildTech Asia 2022 which was held from 
15 to 17 March 2022 at the Singapore EXPO, the Malaysian Timber 
Council (MTC) organised a market visit to Singapore from 14 to 
17 March 2022. The purpose of the market visit was to touch base 
and reconnect relationships with counterparts and timber-related 
organisations after two years of disrupted global economic activity 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and to acquire the latest market 
trends and developments in Singapore.

The visit was also organised to promote the Malaysian Wood Expo 
(MWE) 2022 which will be held from 20 – 22 November 2022 at 
the MITEC, Kuala Lumpur. MWE is an international wood and 
woodworking machinery event jointly organised by MTC and Panels 
& Furniture Group. Since the first inaugural MWE held in 2019, the 
expo has gained interest and momentum as the platform for top 
exhibitors to gather from around the world.

Malaysia is Singapore’s number one import country for timber and 
timber products followed by China and Indonesia respectively. 
Whereas Singapore is Malaysia’s fourth-largest destination for the 
export of timber and timber-related products after the United States 
of America, Japan, and China which comprised 4.53% of Malaysia’s 
total export in 2021. 

The total exports of Malaysian timber and timber-related products 
to Singapore recorded an increase of 26.9% or RM1,051.4 million 
in 2021 as compared to the previous year (RM828.6 million). The 
top five timber and timber-related products exported to Singapore 
in 2021 were wooden furniture (RM432.8 million), sawntimber 
(RM97.8 million), plywood (RM44.9 million), BJC (RM43.1 million), 
and mouldings (RM27.4 million). 

The market visit which was led by Market Promotion and Product 
Development (MPPD) Director Ms. Alexis Chang together with 
MPPD Senior Manager Ms. Jennyfer Lee and MPPD Senior Executive 
Mr. Shafik Zainuddi. They visited various organisations such as Pablo 
Publishing & Exhibitions Pte Ltd, Malaysian Trade Commission, 
Enterprise Singapore, RenewFibre Asia Pte Ltd, Lim’s Timber Trading 
& Co, Singapore International Chamber of Commerce (SICC), 
Singapore Furniture Industries Council, ASEAN Furniture Industries 
Council, Singapore Timber Associations, and The Furniture Mall. 

Visit by MTC MPPD staff to Pablo Publishing & Exhibitions Pte Ltd.

BuildTech Asia 2022 focused on accelerating the construction industry’s
post-pandemic recovery.
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Visit to Singapore Furniture Industries Council. MPPD Director Ms. Alexis (left) presenting MTC’s 30th Anniversary Book to SICC as a 
token of appreciation.
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MTC returns to the  
Dubai WoodShow 2022

The 17th edition, of the Dubai International Wood and Wood 
Machinery Show, the region’s only large-scale dedicated business-
to-business (B2B) meeting place for the wood and woodworking 
machinery industry at the Dubai International Exhibition and 
Convention Centre. 

More than 400 companies from 41 countries across the globe took 
part in the Dubai WoodShow 2022 which opened its doors from 15 
to 17 March 2022. 

Commonly known as Dubai WoodShow, this show is a yearly 
dedicated exhibition for wood, wood accessories and the 
woodworking machinery industry. 

A huge showcase on machineries from Canadian, European, 
Chinese, and American manufacturers were on display, 
targeting timber factories not only in the UAE but also in other 
parts of the MENA region.

There were various products displayed at the event such as 
sawntimber, plywood, MDF, particleboard, finger-jointed products, 
veneers, flooring, and decking made from both hardwood and 
softwood species. 

This exhibition provided the perfect platform for suppliers, 
manufacturers as well as machinery and tools companies to 
showcase their products, innovative technologies, and machinery to 
key players in the Middle East and North Africa region.

According to the show’s organisers, companies participating 
in this year’s show expressed bullishness on using Dubai 
Woodshow as a key platform to discover new opportunities, 
forge long-term partnerships, and tap into newer markets.  
The show had a mixed bag full of activities including a 
conference, B2B meetings, seminars, networking events,
talk shows, and the industry awards for exhibitors.

Some of the visitors at MTC’s booth.

MTC promotional booth was manned by the Middle East and Central 
Asia (MECA) Regional Head Ms. Roshan Clarice Auxilian Samones, 
Regional Representative Mr. Muhammad Mursyid Al-Amien Kayati 
together with the International Business Development (Cluster 
2) Executive, Ms. Nur Adelin Mohd Haris to answer questions on 
technical and environmental issues, as well as sources of supply of 
Malaysian timber and timber products. 

Aside from MTC, the other companies present at the event include 
American Hardwood Export Council, American Softwoods, AIMMP, 
Moscow Region Export Center, North Carolina, Al Zan Building Materials 
Trading LLC, Investment and Development Aagency of Latvia, French 
Timber, AIMSAD, Quebec Wood Export Bureau, CEFLA, Egyptian 
Furniture Export Council, German Tech Machinery LLC, IMAC Industrial 
Machines Company, RG Export, Salco Woods LLC, Saleh International 
Co. LLC, Schattdecor, Elesgo, MF Timber, Impexwood, GWP Wood 
Products, amongst others. 

This year MTC received a total of 153 enquiries, which is 55% higher 
compared to 2021. Based on the enquiries received from MTC’s booth, the 
visitors mostly looked for sawntimber, followed by MDF, and plywood. 
These enquiries were received mostly from the United Arab Emirates, 
followed by Pakistan, India, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, and others.
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MTC Middle East and Central Asia (MECA) Regional Head Ms. Roshan Clarice with
Mr. Muhammad Mursyid (left) and Ms. Nur Adelin at the fair.
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Role of social media in 
digital marketing strategy

The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) hosted its first in-person 
seminar post-COVID-19 pandemic entitled “Digital Marketing 
Through Social Media - Social Media Strategies” at MTC HQ on 22 
March 2022.  This seminar was aimed to enhance the understanding 
of social media marketing as a form of digital marketing in 
achieving marketing and branding goals for the timber industry. 

In his welcoming remarks, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili  
highlighted the importance of online marketing in the current 
business.  Digital marketing is all about reaching the target audience 
via different electronic and digital channels. Social media is quickly 
becoming an integral part of digital marketing as it provides far-
fetched marketing benefits to help brands and companies reach 
millions of customers across the globe.

Ms. Julia Koh, the Brand Strategies from Brand 360 Degree who 
has over 18 years of experience in the branding and marketing field 
was invited as a guest speaker for this seminar. She has worked with 
multinational companies and advised prominent local corporations 
such as Wonda Coffee, Acer Malaysia, UAC Berhad, and QI Group. 
She is also the Community Lead for Woman Will, a Google initiative 
to help women leleverage on technology.

Some of the content shared by the speaker was on the social 
media challenges, the top social media platform, social media 
best practices, relevant content, social media master plan, 
owned media vs paid media, content calendar template, 
strategies, and some of the case studies. 

Ms. Julia also elaborated that the global marketers’ biggest 
challenges were deciding which platform to be used, creating 
engaging content, finding inspiration for new content, 
measuring the ROI, and creating lead-generating content. 

Social media has become a close-fitting necessity for everyone 
as it allows people to connect with each other more effectively 
than ever before. Marketers and small businesses can use 
social media to have a sneak peek at available user data which 
could be great for the purpose of marketing.

The seminar had over 50 participants from various 
organisations and industry players who found the seminar 
informative and relevant. Many have expressed keen interest 
to participate in more seminars organised by MTC in future. 

Ms. Julia Koh is providing guidance to one of the participants.Staff members attending to the registration of participants at the seminar.

Social media is quickly 
becoming an integral part 
of digital marketing as 
it provides far-fetched 
marketing benefits to help 
brands and companies reach 
millions of customers across 
the globe.
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Group discussions were held as part of the training activity. 
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MWMJC 
partners 

FEDUSTRIA
A virtual Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signing 
ceremony was held between the Malaysian Wood Moulding & 
Joinery Council (MWMJC) and the Belgian Federation of the 
Textile, Wood & Furniture Industries (FEDUSTRIA) on 22 March 
2022.

With the MoU comes collaborative efforts between both countries 
to facilitate market information exchange, sustainability 
practices, and other aspects of trade. The event was witnessed by 
the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) at its headquarters in Kuala 
Lumpur and FEDUSTRIA’s office in Belgium.

The MoU will serve as an overarching mechanism to foster better 
cooperation on trade by both countries as businesses rebuild and 
recover economically from COVID-19. MTC through its regional 
office in Europe will act as the key facilitator of this partnership.

Present at the signing ceremony in Kuala Lumpur were MTC 
Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, CEO Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili, MWMJC Chairman Mr. George Yap and MWMJC Vice-
Chairman Mr. B.K. Ng. Other attendees from MTC present at the 
ceremony at its headquarters and virtually include COO Madam 
Noraihan Abdul Rahman, Director of the International Business
Development Division-Cluster 1 (East Asia,  Europe, Russia & 
Americas) Mr. Tan Ting Wai and Regional Head of MTC Europe 
Mr. Gopinathan Tanikudy.

While FEDUSTRIA was represented by its Deputy General 
Manager Mr. Filip De Jaeger and Denderwood CEO Mr. Filip 
D’Haeseleer. 

Also, witnessing this event online were MWMJC Board of 
Directors, MTC staff and several industry members.

MTC’s MoA 
with BRH 
Furniture
MTC signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) with BRH 
Furniture Sdn Bhd for the purchase of machinery under the 
Bumiputera Smart Partnership programme on 22 March 2022 
at MTC’s headquarters. The agreement was signed by MTC 
CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili and BRH Furniture Sdn Bhd Director 
Mr. Borhanudin Yusof.

The Bumiputera Smart Partnership programme was the 
brainchild of the Deputy Minister of Plantation Industries 
and Commodities (MPIC) YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng. The 
programme, which was launched in 2020, is spearheaded by 
the Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB).

In 2021, MTC was appointed as a partner of the programme 
which aims to develop Bumiputera entrepreneurs to venture 
into the export market through sub-contracting works 
(partnership) with non-Bumiputera exporters. 

The agreement for the purchase of machinery and equipment 
is effective for three years and MTC hopes that this initiative 
will further strengthen the Bumiputera entrepreneurs’ 
contribution to the country’s timber export earnings as well 
as position themselves to be competitive in the international 
market. 

Present at the signing ceremony were MTC Industry 
Development & Transformation Division (IDTD) Director Mr. 
Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob, IDTD Senior Manager Ms. Adeline 
Goh and IDTD Executive, Noor Ateeqah Abdul Rahman. BRH 
Furniture Sdn Bhd was also represented by its Director Mr. 
Yusrey Sulaiman and Mr. Theo Boon Kok.

A virtual partnership between MWMJC and FEDUSTRIA.
MTC with BRH Furniture after the MoA signing.
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MTC’s Q1 2022 Staff 
Townhall
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) held its Q1 2022 Staff 
Town Hall session on 23 March 2022. MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili delivered his welcoming remarks and shared the Council’s 
Q1 performance. Prior to that he provided a summary of MTC’s 
performance in 2021 and thanked the staff as MTC had achieved its 
goals for the year.

He added that despite the COVID-19 pandemic and the industry not 
being able to operate close to three months leading to daily losses of 
about RM60 million, the export earnings increased in 2021. In 2021, 
the export of timber and timber products stood at RM22.74 billion 
compared to RM22.08 billion in 2020. 

“The import of raw materials also increased by 20.3% to RM8.21 
billion which goes to show just how important the augmentation of 
raw material is,” said Mr. Muhtar. He added that trade in the Americas 
and European regions were also affected by the high freight charges.

Apart from sharing the 7 Must-Wins for 2022, Mr. Muhtar also 
highlighted MTC’s responsibility under the National AgriCommodity 
Policy (DAKN 2030) where the Council has been tasked to increase 
timber export earnings to RM32.8 billion in 2030.

He added that much work needed to be done if that target was to be 
achieved in ensuring the timber industries continuous growth.

This was followed by a briefing by the COO Madam Noraihan Abdul 
Rahman, who gave a presentation on the Enablers’ activities which 
encompassed the the Human Resource, Administration, Investment, 
ICT, Audit and Legal.

The quarterly town hall session culminated with a Q&A where Mr. 
Muhtar responded to all questions and matters raised by the staff. 

MTC focuses on people-centric approach to prioritise employee wellbeing.
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Celebrating the birthdays of staff born in March and April.MTC CEO addressing the staff at the town hall session.

There was also a cake-cutting ceremony for the staff who celebrate 
their birthdays in the months of March and April. The SOP-compliant 
event concluded with a lunch.

MTC’s responsibility under the 
National AgriCommodity Policy 
(DAKN 2030) where the Council 
has been tasked to increase 
timber export earnings to 
RM32.8 billion in 2030.
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MoU moves 
TIMB3R 

DIP 2.0 up a 
notch

The collaboration between timber-based manufacturers and 
designers under the TIMB3R Design Incubator Programme (DIP) 2.0 
moved up a notch with a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU).

The MoU signing brought together four organisations namely the 
Malaysian Timber Council (MTC), Malaysian Furniture Council 
(MFC), Malaysian Institute of Interior Designers (MIID) and Feruni 
Ceramiche Sdn Bhd. 

The TIMB3R Design Incubator Programme is a uniquely designed 
initiative to assist the Malaysian timber and furniture industry to 
grow and stand out from the competition with innovative designs. 

Present at the MoU signing ceremony were MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar 
Suhali, MFC President Mr. Khoo Yeow Chong, MIID Vice President 
IDr Norshafina Ibrahim, MTC COO Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman 
and the CEO of Feruni Ceramiche Sdn Bhd YBhg. Dato’ C.C. Ngei.

TimbeReality’s 
virtual 

roadshow
MTC’s TimbeReality 2022 Virtual Roadshow on 25 March 2022 
took place with active participation from 60 timber industry 
players. TimbeReality is a Virtual Reality (VR) hub that employs 
a 360-degree technology to produce a gallery to showcase timber-
based products. Each company will be given their own showroom, 
façade, and interior to showcase their products as well as their 
current production line in 3D format. MTC provides financial 
incentives to companies that participated in TimbeReality. 

During the virtual Roadshow, participants were given a guided 
tour of the VR gallery. There are a few types of VR gallery packages 
in TimbeReality which manufacturers can choose from.

TimbeReality was launched on 27 October 2021. Buyers from 
across the globe can be connected to local manufacturers and 
discover the high-quality products that Malaysia can offer all-year 
round. A total of 41 wood-based companies registered for this 
programme thusfar while 36 companies have already built their 
“virtual showroom” in 2021. 

The VR gallery offers several packages.

Some 60 participants were part of the virtual roadshow. 

A thumbs up from MTC, MFC, MIID and Feruni Ceramiche after the MoU signing.

MTC staff with the MFC, MIID and Feruni partners.
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Sarawak gets Aussie  
tech support 
The Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities 
(MPIC) led by its Deputy Minister, YB Datuk Willie Anak 
Mongin conducted a working visit to Bintulu, Sarawak, from 
31 March to 2 April 2022 to explore collaborations between 
Sarawak and Australia on forest plantation developments, 
including R&D and technology transfer from Australia. 

YB Datuk Willie and delegation visited several organisations, 
including the Sarawak Planted Forest Sdn Bhd, GP Pusaka 
Sdn Bhd Nursery, Daiken Sarawak Sdn Bhd and Magna-
Foremost Sdn Bhd, amongst others. A dialogue with the 
Sarawak Timber Association was also held during the 
two-day programme which was organised by the Forest 
Department of Sarawak.

Datuk Willie also met with the License Planted Forest 
Holders (LPFs) in Sarawak and was briefed on the progress 
of the Industrial Tree Plantation development for all LPF 
Holders while addressing some of the issues and challenges 
faced by them. LPF is expected to play an important role in 
supplying logs for the timber industry in the state.

Sarawak targets the export revenue of timber products 
of RM8 billion by 2030 and in view of this, R&D on tree 
improvement, diseases, and silviculture practices are 
important to ensure sustainable timber from LPF is supplied 
to the timber industry. The Sarawak government is also 
encouraging Community Farming by providing seedlings 
and fertilisers for bamboo planting.

The Sarawak government targets to establish one million 
ha of forest plantation by 2025 to provide a new source of 
timber for the downstream processing industries to relieve 
pressure on natural forests and reduce greenhouse effect.

Datuk Willie said the government is facilitating the forest 
plantation programme by providing soft loans to the forest 
plantation companies. The allocation for 2021-2025 is 
RM500 million.

The Counsellor (Agriculture) Australian High Commissioner 
to Malaysia, Mr. Sanjay Boothalingam and the Research 
Officer (Agriculture) Mr. Hafiz Burkhan were also part of the 
entourage accompanying the Deputy Minister on his visit to 
Sarawak.  

Several agencies under MPIC were also part of the delegation 
namely the Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB), 
Malaysian Timber Council (MTC), and Malaysian Timber 
Certification Council (MTCC). MTC was represented by 
COO Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman and the Industry 
Development & Transformation Division (IDTD) Director 
Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob.

YB Datuk Willie during the working visit to Bintulu, Sarawak.

YB Datuk Willie sets the foundation with a tree-planting ceremony.

The Sarawak government 
targets to establish 
one million ha of forest 
plantation by 2025 to 
provide a new source of 
timber for the downstream 
processing industries 
to relieve pressure on 
natural forests and reduce 
greenhouse effect.
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Better 
reach with 
Medwood

MTC Europe participated in Medwood 2022 in Athens, Greece, 
from 1 to 4 April 2022 to expand Malaysia’s timber products’ 
presence in the European market. 

Medwood is an established trade exhibition dedicated to 
the building and construction sector as well as the furniture 
industry.  It is also one of the most important events for this 
sector in the Balkans and Southeast Europe. Greece has been 
identified as one of the focal points for MTC Europe from 2021 
to 2022 to increase the presence of Malaysian timber and timber 
products through exhibitions and other specialised programmes 
or activities. 

MTC Europe’s participation in Medwood provided an excellent 
platform for wider audience reach as well as increase the 
promotion of the Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE2022) in 
November this year.

MTC was represented by its Regional Head for Europe Mr. 
Gopinathan Tanikudy and the Head of the Internal Audit & PMO 
Division Ms. Andrea Lim.

On solid 
grounds 

with NWFA
MTC Americas participated in the NWFA’s Wood Flooring 
Expo from 12 to 14 April 2022 in Tampa, Florida, US. The 
NWFA Wood Flooring Expo is the largest tradeshow and 
conference worldwide dedicated exclusively to wood flooring. 
The expo offers the hundreds of exhibitors from across the 
globe to showcase the best in flooring while serving as a 
learning platform for technological advances.

MTC maintains its presence at NWFA to increase awareness 
and expand Malaysia’s timber flooring market share in the 
US while keeping abreast on new opportunities and while 
networking with the US flooring importers.

MTC Americas received over 50 visitors during the expo 
and many visitors expressed their interests in alternative 
suppliers of wood flooring products and materials from 
Malaysia to replace Russian products. 

MTC Americas also took the opportunity to promote the 
Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE2022) which will be held in 
November 2022. There were many positive feedbacks from  
the visitors who requested further details about the expo.

Some of the fair visitors at MTC’s booth. Promoting Malaysia’s flooring options at NWFA.

Promotions for MTC’s MWE 2022 well under way at Medwood.
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Many visitors were looking for alternative suppliers to replace Russian products.
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MTC makes its presence 
felt at IWPA 66th WoW 
Convention
MTC Americas Regional Office participated in the International 
Wood Products Association’s (IWPA) 66th World of Wood (WoW) 
Convention from 6 to 8 April 2022 in Orlando, Florida, US, to 
strengthen Malaysia’s presence in the US timber market.

The IWPA’s WoW Convention is an annual gathering that is hosted by 
the IWPA in different cities within the US for importers in the North 
American wood products industry where more than 300 participants 
ranging from importers, service providers, government agencies, 
NGOs, and exporters from more than 30 countries.

The event is a vibrant gathering that offers the networking 
opportunities and critical market intelligence provided during IWPA’s 
must-attend conventions.

It is a platform for attendees to receive the latest responses from the 
US federal government and gain insights from presentations covering 
the latest developments in the US Economy, Lacey Act, formaldehyde 
emission, anti-dumping issues, and case studies, among others.

MTC’s participation is to keep abreast with the latest market and trade 
policy developments in the US, expand the presence of Malaysian wood 
products in the US market and network with the importers. 

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili shared insights and data on how 
Malaysia’s wood products industry has responded to the COVID-19 
pandemic as well as on reviving businesses with several new 
programmes developed by MTC to help the timber industry to be 
more resilient in navigating the impact of COVID-19.

The MTC International Business Development Division-Cluster 1
(East Asia, Europe, Russia & Americas) organised virtual B2B 
sessions and conducted several B2B meetings. Among the 
attendees of these B2Bs were the Convention participants, 
Malaysian suppliers, and importers from various countries such 
as the US, Canada, Mexico, and Indonesia. 

MTC Americas representatives with participants of IWPA.

MTC Americas’ Regional Representative Ms. Lai Mei Theng with a fair participant.Mr. Muhtar making his presentation (online) at IWPA.

Present at IWPA on behalf of MTC were MTC Americas’ 
Regional Representative Ms. Lai Mei Theng and Marketing 
Executive Ms. Angelina Rouget. MTC Americas also had the 
opportunity to promote the Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE) 
2022 which will be held from 20 to 22 November 2022. Many 
have expressed a keen interest in MWE and are looking forward 
to attending the expo in Malaysia.

MTC’s participation 
is to keep abreast 
with the latest market 
and trade policy 
developments in the US.
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Government targets 
timber product exports to 
hit RM28 billion by 2025 

The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities, YB 
Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin and Deputy Minister YB 
Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng held a working visit and engagement 
session with the Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) on 9 April 
2022 at Dynamic Furniture Industries (M) Sdn. Bhd. in Olak 
Lempit, Banting, Selangor. 

The working visit was also joined by various agencies and councils 
under the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities 
including the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC), Malaysian Timber 
Industry Board (MTIB), and Malaysian Timber Certification Council 
(MTCC).

Minister Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin said the Ministry 
was committed to assisting the industry to be more proactive 
and competitive and has set a target of RM28 billion worth of 
timber and timber products exports by 2025 under the National 
Agri-commodity Policy (DAKN) 2021-2030. Within that target, 
the government is targeting to export RM19 billion worth of 
downstream timber products by 2025.

During her visit, the Minister said that there was a great potential 
for the furniture industry this year, with growing global demands 
following the decision to move towards the COVID-19 endemic 
stage by many nations. The local furniture industry could fulfil 
market demands as long as its need for workers was met. This is 
because the rapid growth of the furniture industry depends heavily 
on skilled local and foreign workers.

Malaysia’s export of timber products in 2021 was RM22.74 billion 
which was an increase of 3.0% compared to 2020 of RM22.08 billion. 

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida together with YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee and other officials from MTC, MTIB, and MTCC during the visit to Dynamic Furniture Industries (M) Sdn. Bhd.

Wooden furniture was the top grosser with exports of RM10.41 billion 
in 2021. The top five export destinations of Malaysia’s wooden furniture 
were the USA, Japan, Singapore, the United Kingdom, and Australia.

Various programmes have been initiated by the agencies and councils 
under MPIC to assist the furniture industry. These included the 
Timber Design Incubator Programme (TIMB3R DIP) helmed by 
the MTC to develop furniture for the international market and to 
lead the industry in the transformation from original equipment 
manufacturing (OEM) to original design manufacturing (ODM) and 
original brand manufacturing (OBM).

MTC also introduced the Export Assistance Programme (EAP) 
starting last year to help defray the high ocean freight chargers for 
timber-based manufacturers.

Mr. Khoo Yeow Chong, Managing Director of Dynamic Furniture Industries showcasing 
one of the products manufactured to YB Minister Datuk Hajah Zuraida.
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Moving into a net  zero 
mindset

MTC Timber Talk by Ar. Dr. Serina Hijjas

Following the Paris Agreement, which was revisited at COP26, 
the number of companies declaring their commitment to 
net-zero emissions and taking action to tackle climate change 
has tripled globally. Advancing net zero and working towards 
total building sector decarbonisation by 2050 is high on the 
agenda in many countries. In light of this, MTC organised its 
second MTC Timber Talk webinar session titled “Net Zero and 
Growing Our Cities” on 15 April 2022. 

Principal Director of Hijjas Kasturi Associates Sdn. Bhd. Ar. Dr. 
Serina Hijjas, one of the most dynamic women personalities on 
Malaysia’s sustainability front was invited as the guest speaker 
for the session. Ar. Dr. Serina is a prominent architect with 
extensive experience in designing a plethora of buildings that 
are responsive, energy-conscious, and bold. She is well-known 
for her energy-efficient and sustainable design of building 
landscape architecture.

Her presentation topic touched on the importance of climate-
resilient architecture designs and awareness of how to reduce 
the current carbon trajectory with net-zero carbon in mind. 

She outlines the potential of timber construction in our time of 
resource scarcity and climate change and discussed the key benefits of 
timber as a green building material. 

Her ultimate hope is to bring awareness to flatten the current carbon 
trajectory and her aspiration for future creations of energy-efficient 
buildings that are inspired through synergy with nature, where 
cultural, ecological, and economic growth can co-exist. She shared 
various works from her practice including her experience in creating 
the remarkable Malaysia Pavilion for Expo 2020 Dubai and many 
other structures that are meant to reflect utopian ideals of sustainable 
architecture co-existing with nature.

MTC organises regular Timber Talk webinars to generate interest 
and confidence in using and exploring the use of timber in the built 
environment.

MTC Director of Strategic Planning and Corporate Communications 
Ms. Lau Li Har who delivered welcoming remarks on behalf of the 
MTC CEO said that MTC will always support the development of green 
growth and circular policies in the industry. 
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Profile of Architect
Ar. Dr. Serina Hijjas is a principal director of Hijjas Kasturi Associates Sdn. Bhd. and has more than twenty 
years of experience in architectural planning and design. Graduated from London’s Bartlett School of 
Architecture and The University of Sydney, she is an accomplished and prominent architect in both Malaysian 
and international scenes. Serina is one of the pioneers in energy efficiency and sustainable design in the 
country and is a founding member of the Green Building Index.

In 2020, her firm designed the Malaysia Pavilion for Expo 2020 Dubai. It is the first net zero carbon pavilion 
at the expo and features a rainforest canopy inspired by the majestic tropical rainforest of Malaysia which was 
recognised as one of the leading sustainable pavilions.

Apart from that, her notable projects include the first high-rise, energy-efficient building in Malaysia, the 
Telekom Malaysia Headquarters building, which was recognised as one of Southeast Asia’s leading energy-
efficient buildings in 2005 and was nominated for the Aga Khan Award. Serina also won the ASEAN Energy 
Efficiency Award for the Securities Commission headquarters in Kuala Lumpur. Some of her work includes 
the Celcom Tower in Petaling Jaya, Kuala Lumpur’s Shell headquarters, Sasana Kijang Bank Negara Malaysia, 
Putrajaya Convention Centre, and Malaysian Pavilion Expo Milano 2015.

Ms. Lau delivered the welcoming remarks.

Ar. Dr. Serina presentation touched on the importance of climate resilient architecture designs with net-zero carbon in mind.

Architects and those working in the construction sector have a 

key role in combating climate change by shifting to sustainable 

construction. Trees play a vital part in combatting climate 

change, as they absorb CO2 while growing. Using timber 

from sustainably managed forests in construction not only 

contributes to sustainable buildings, but it also ensures that 

forests continue to absorb CO2 to combat climate change.

Various programmes had been created by MTC to spur green growth and among them is one that provides incentives on the green initiative 
programmes to the timber industry such as Air Pollution Control (APC) Equipment and Solar Photovoltaic System (SPS) which complies 
with reducing air pollution and utilising renewable energy.

Over 120 participants from various backgrounds such as universities lecturers, students, architects, interior designers, timber industry, as 
well as from associations participated in the webinar session.

For more info on MTC Timber Talk 2022 by Ar. Dr. Serina Hijjas “Net Zero and Growing Our Cities” – log onto Malaysian Timber Council’s 
YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=734COnguqEU
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  MWIA staff measuring the diameter of the tree at breast height.Mr. Muhtar happy to see the progress that is being made.

Eucalyptus plantations 
offer a ray of hope
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) and the Malaysian 
Wood Industries Association (MWIA) visited two forest 
plantations in Sungai Siput and Sungkai, Perak, from 10 
to 11 April 2022. It was to observe the success rate of the 
Eucalyptus plantations and their overall management.

The owners of these Eucalyptus plantations, Waja Kinrara Sdn 
Bhd and Ladang Getah Upaya Sdn Bhd, are MWIA members. 
Apart from Eucalyptus, timbers such as Batai, Hevea and 
Kelempayan are also planted here.

Under its 2022 Budget, raw materials augmentation is one of the 
matters given priority. Hence, MTC will support forest plantations 
and community farming projects to ensure the sustainability of raw 
material as well as to reduce the dependence on resources from the 
natural forest. 

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili led the delegation comprising MWIA 
Executive Committee Members namely Dato’ Chung King Tong, Dato’ 
Cheah Keng Meng and Dato’ Amie Lim. Also present were MTC COO 
Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman, MTC Leadership Team and staff as 
well as MWIA Secretariat Ms. Pang Suet Kam and other MWIA members. 



Leading regional and global timber industry players will converge in 
Kuala Lumpur at the Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE 2022) to showcase 
wood and woodworking machineries. 

MWE is jointly organised by the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) 
and Panels & Furniture Group. Since its inception in 2019, MWE has 
gained interest and momentum as the platform for top exhibitors to 
gather from around the world. 

The first edition had attracted 135 renowned exhibitors from 22 
countries and was attended by more than 3,000 visitors. MWE 2022 
will continue to bring together international suppliers and buyers 
of timber products and woodworking machineries to congregate, 
network, and facilitate business exchanges.  

To kickstart the second edition of MWE, a soft launch was held 
at the Malaysia Pavilion in Expo 2022 Dubai on 24 January 2022 
which was officiated by YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin, 
Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC).

MWE 2022 will be held from 20-22 November 2022 at the Malaysia 
International Trade and Exhibition Centre (MITEC) in Kuala 
Lumpur. This event offers up to 12,000 square metres of exhibition 
space and participating exhibitors would get the opportunity to 
position themselves as sophisticated providers of goods and services 
to the targeted industry audience. 

This premier event for the timber industry in this region is expected 
to attract importers, exporters, manufacturers, consultants, 
architects, engineers, and industry captains. There will also be 
pocket talks and business matching sessions. 

Get in touch with us today and be part of this exciting get together. For enquiry, contact us at: info@malaysianwoodexpo.com.my 

Malaysian Wood Expo returns!



Special Report: 
Environmental, Social, and 
Governance (ESG) & its 
growing influence in the 
Malaysian timber industry
The climate change has been an issue discussed for the past 
few decades. According to NASA, earth’s climate has changed 
throughout history. The current warming trend is of particular 
significance because it is unequivocally the result of human 
activity since the mid-20th century and proceeding at a rate that 
is unprecedented over millennia. It is undeniable that human 
activities have warmed the atmosphere, ocean, and land and 
that widespread and rapid changes in the atmosphere, ocean, 
cryosphere, and biosphere have occurred.

Among the evidence for Rapid Climate Chang includes: 
• Global Temperature Rise
• Warming Ocean
• Shrinking Ice Sheets
• Glacial Retreat
• Decreased Snow Cover
• Sea Level Rise
• Declining Artic Sea Ice
• Extreme Events
• Ocean Acidification
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Yearly surface temperature compared to the 20th-century average from 1880–2020. Blue bars 
indicate cooler-than-average years; red bars show warmer-than-average years. Based on data 
from the National Centers for Environmental Information. Source: https://www.climate.gov/

news-features/understanding-climate/climate-change-global-temperature

TIMBER MARKET UPDATE



In 1970, Milton Friedman introduced a doctrine called 
‘Shareholder Theory’, arguing that the social responsibility of a 
business is solely towards its shareholders, to maximize profits. 
Maximizing profits can also mean exploitation of resources and 
degradation ecosystem services at the expense of communities. 

The United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (“Rio Summit”) in 1992 gathered developed 
nations to make commitment towards sustainable development. 
Kyoto Protocol (“Kyoto”) ensued in 1997 as an extension to 
the Rio treaty, committing nations to reduce GHG. The Doha 
Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol in 2012 recognized the need 
to include developing nations that have seen GHG emissions 
increased by 32% while Kyoto signatories have reduced theirs 
during the period.

In anticipation of Paris Agreement that was to be tabled in 
COP 21, UN General Assembly launched the Sustainable 
Development Goals (“SDG”) in September 2015  where it 
positioned sustainability as the core development agenda. 
Paris Agreement was tabled in December 2015 to commit all 
nations to sustainable development with the main goal to limit 
global temperature rise to well below 2°C, preferably within 
1.5°C compared to pre-industrial era (1850-1900). It also covers 
climate change mitigation, adaptation, and finance. 

Sustainability Development Goals (SDGs) by United Nations classified into ESG
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The term ESG was first coined in 2005 in a study entitled 
“Who Cares Wins” conference in 2005, long before sustainable 
development became mainstream words. ESG has been used 
interchangeably with CSR (corporate social responsibility), 
SRI (socially responsible investment) and PRI (principles of 
responsible investment).  SDGs are global goals set out by the 
United Nations, whereas the ESG is a rating system to measure 
their environmental and social credentials.  ESG is basically the 
short corporate term to mean sustainability. In fact, the 17 UN 
SDGs can be cascaded and assigned to ESG as follow, to help 
align corporate goals towards national and global agendas:

ESG and the United Nations SDGs

The world forests remove 8 billion tons (23%) of atmospheric 
carbon every year while Malaysia’s LULUCF (Land Use, Land 
Use Change and Forestry) removes about 260 million tonnes of 
CO2 per annum, offsetting 77% of our CO2 emissions. Forest, 
therefore, is playing a very important role in helping the country 
achieve carbon neutrality and providing offsets for Malaysia. 

Forest as Carbon Sink

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), in its 2020 report 
stated that: “Malaysian forests, with their complex ecosystems 
and richness in species of both flora and fauna, is considered one 
of the world’s megadiverse countries”. For the same reason, we 
are seen as stewards of the world’s biodiversity and the world 
views our tropical rainforest as a shared heritage. 

Forestry matters are governed under the National Forestry Act 
and Ordinance where our sustainable forest management policy 
requires us to maintain a minimum of 50% forest cover. 

The key objective of the forest management in Malaysia has 
been to ensure the continuity of product flow while conserving 
the complex ecosystems and maintaining the rich and varied 
in flora and fauna. Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) 
remains the common policy thrust in Malaysia, in line with 
sustainable development goals. As such, successful SFM will 
provide integrated benefits to all, ranging from safeguarding 
local livelihoods to protecting the biodiversity and ecosystems 
provided by forests, reducing rural poverty and mitigating some 
of the effects of climate change. 

We adopt internationally recognised forest certifications such 
as the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification 
(PEFC), the world’s largest forest certification system. Malaysia 
was awarded the Gold Medal for achieving the biggest increase 
in PEFC-certified forest area in 2020 – the best in the world - 
with over 950,000 hectares in 10 forest management units in the 
states of Johor, Sabah and Sarawak.

Policies and Regulations

The evolution of ESG

As the source of sustainability risks, industry and corporations 
are natural targets for regulators. Like corporate governance, the 
concept of public disclosure of corporate principles and practices 
is the preferred mechanism for regulators. Here are some of the 
ESG frameworks and reporting guidelines in Malaysia:
i. Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) 
ii. Taskforce for Climate-related Financial Disclosure (TFCD)
iii. Bursa Sustainability Reporting Guide (largely based on 
TCFD and GRI)

Bursa listed companies that have been assessed and passed the 
ESG assessment will be ‘inducted’ into the ESG List, such as 
FTSE4Good Bursa Malaysia (F4GBM) and FTSE4Good Bursa 
Malaysia Shariah (F4GBMS) where companies are added and 
removed from the index every 6 months.

ESG - Sustainability Standards in 
Malaysia 

TIMBER MARKET UPDATE
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Green consumerism and climate aspirations are driving 
policy makers to tighten control on illegal logging and 
trade of illegal timber products. 
The advancement of green financing, EU taxonomy 
and socially responsible investment are expanding the 
focus of sustainable timber beyond timber and timber 
products to include business ethics and practices. 
The World Bank, in its recently concluded Forest Action 
Plan, predicted the demand for timber products will 
quadruple by 2050. 

Emerging Trade Requirements 
•

•

•

The growing expectation on sustainable and regulated timber gives 
Malaysian timber players a strong case to strengthen their ESG 
performances to gain access into the expanding market.  

In the light of steady growth in timber demand and intensifying efforts 
by international bodies and developed nations to enforce sustainability 
agenda, implementing a robust ESG framework and rating system 
on Malaysian timber industry will position Malaysia as the preferred 
exporter of sustainable timber and timber products. 

Strengthening ESG for Long-Term 
Growth Opportunities

Environmental, Social and Governance
Environmental, social, and governance (ESG) is an approach to 
evaluating the extent to which a corporation works on behalf of 
social goals that go beyond the role of a corporation to maximize 
profits on behalf of the corporation’s shareholders. Typically, 
the social goals advocated within an ESG perspective include 
working to achieve a certain set of environmental goals, as well 
as a set of goals having to do with supporting certain social 
movements, and a third set of goals having to do with whether 
the corporation is governed in a way that is consistent with the 
goals of the diversity, equity, and inclusion movement.

Source: Articel on Developments in ESG ratings and implications on Malaysian timber industry by MTC in collaboration with the Malaysian Economic Association (MEA).

TIMBER MARKET UPDATE
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IN CONVERSATION 

1. When did your interest in architecture begin?
My father, Hijjas Kasturi, is the founder of the architectural design 
firm Hijjas Kasturi Associates Sdn. Bhd. where he always brought 
me to his architect site projects since I was little and exposed me to 
the world of architecture. Since I was in my childhood, I am always 
curious and in favor of designing something. After receiving my 
degree in architecture from the Bartlett School of Architecture, and 
a three-year stint in Foster + Partners in London, those experiences 
opened my eyes and taught me the basic belief in technology, 
architecture, energy efficiency, and sustainability. 

Ar. Dr. Serina Hijjas
Ar. Dr. Serina Hijjas is one of the few Malaysian women leading an architectural firm 
as well as in sustainable design. She is one of the pioneers in energy efficiency and 
sustainable design in the country and is one of the founding members of the Green 
Building Index. We get up-close-and-personal with Ar. Dr. Serina in addressing her 
thoughts on sustainability and green building.

In Conversation with
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2. As a strong advocator of environmental-friendly 
buildings, you belong to a generation that is more 
aware of sustainable designs and the merits that come 
with it. What are the main elements and factors that 
influenced your designs?
The old generation before me knew that our traditional houses and 
buildings were environmentally friendly but our admiration to mimic 
and adopt the technologies from the west caused the fundamentals 
to be lost along the way. In my generation, we had to be retaught to 
understand the effect of our tropical climate in designing a building 
and subsequently the value of responding more to our tropical 
context, culture, and climate.



IN CONVERSATION 

That said, the driving ideas designed by HIJJAS are often 
distinguishable form and silhouette. Secondly, the method of capturing 
and directing the light strongly into the building’s features, and thirdly, 
adaption to new technologies and green architectural designs to create a 
unique sense of space can be seen in buildings designed by us. 

Each building we build has its own unique narrative and identity. 
Our approach adopts a contemporary reinterpretation of cultural 
identity infused with green principles in the buildings are evident in 
the buildings from Telekom Malaysia, Bank Negara’s Sasana Kijang, 
Securities Commission, Menara 4G11, Shell, and Celcom Tower to the 
smaller-scaled buildings such as TNB Research Center and Cenviro 
training center.

3. Hijjas Architects & Planners designed the 
net-zero carbon structure of the Malaysian 
Pavilion in Expo 2020 Dubai. How did you get the 
inspiration for the architectural design and why 
did you choose timber as the building material?
Expo 2020 Dubai was touted to be the most sustainable Expo to 
date and HIJJAS aimed even higher to deliver the first Net Zero 
pavilion at the Expo. The client, Malaysian Green Technology 
and Climate Change Centre (MGTC) during the competition had 
given a comprehensive brief with the core theme of “Energising 
Sustainability”.

We worked with that and created a narrative of a canopy of trees 
where the pavilion appeared suspended in mid-air courtesy of 
slender pilotis. We could have easily built a box, but in the back 
of our minds, we wanted something lightweight and organic. So, 
to have these forms elevated on stilts like the traditional Malay 

The tree concept design of Malaysia Pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai.

Meranti timber structures were used in the Malaysian Pavilion. 

“Each building we build has 
its own unique narrative 
and identity. Our approach 
adopts a contemporary 
reinterpretation of cultural 
identity infused with green 
principles in the buildings.” 
Ar. Dr. Serina Hijjas
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house reinforces the idea of a building that touches the ground 
lightly, a lot like the rainforest canopy sitting high above the 
forest floor created a narrative of a canopy of trees.

Our approach was to create a uniquely contemporary experience 
for both foreigners and our fellow Malaysians. A mindful 
selection of sustainably sourced timber as the main building 
material is also carried out for the pavilion. A constant in HIJJAS 
pavilion schemes has been the exploration of the use of timber. 

We wanted to explore sustainable timber as a material in its 
natural visible shape combined with steel to form a lightweight 
construction, timber floors, walls, roof, and façades. Fine vertical 
battens of Meranti wood encase the pavilion in a series of 
curvilinear envelopes, the calm repose of textured gold-brown 
hues contrast with some of the expo’s more vivacious offerings.

4. Among all that you have created, what are 
your most cherished projects?
Putrajaya Convention Centre, Bank Negara’s Sasana Kijang, 
the Core Island Boulevard for Putrajaya, and Expo 2020 Dubai 
are among the more complex and rewarding projects that I 
cherish the most in creating and completing. The Putrajaya 
Convention Center building and the Core Island Boulevard are 
extremely unique and well-crafted starting from the concept 
up to the completion of the projects. These projects including 
the Securities Commission project were nominated for the 
international Aga Khan awards.

IN CONVERSATION 

Building of Putrajaya 4G11 which was designed by HIJJAS.
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5. What are some the trends you see shaping the green 
building movement at present?
Green building is now shifting to advancing the net-zero and better health 
wellbeing. Looking at a more holistic approach, sustainability permeates how 
we approach the building for tomorrow. In my opinion, some of the future 
trends include parametric derived design, low-rise but high-density housing 
which attempts to combine the best elements of both urban and suburban 
development schemes, 3D printing, use of hybrid materials, and timber as 
a greener choice of building material. Underlying all that is the responsive 
architecture towards the condition of climate change.
 
6. Who do you admire for their architectural ability ? 
There are a lot of impressive structures out there. Some of the small and 
intrinsic works from the architectural fraternity in Indonesia are starting to 
outshine in the Asian region. I am inspired by those architects that have the 
courage to challenge the norm and manage to create a tremendous designs.

7. Timber is often considered to be the most 
sustainable building material within the construction 
industry. With a low embodied carbon footprint, it can 
be used to maximise a project’s green credentials. In 
your view, how do you see this trend progressing? 
For the timber industry to move faster as a structural building material 
in the construction industry, there is a need for the industry to build a 
bigger capacity for Cross Laminated Timber (CLT) and Glulam. There 
should be research and development (R&D) to enhance the capability 
of these products to supply internationally and increase the confidence 
level amongst builders of using timber in Malaysia. Fire regulatory and 
tropical humidity are some of the challenges of using timber. 

Bank Negara Sasana Kijang’s building.



“We need to get 
more people to 
use timber as a 
high-performance 
material for use in 
the architectural 
sector.”     
Ar. Dr. Serina Hijjas

8. In your opinion, what are the sustainable green 
design expectations of the future? 
The Paris Agreement requires countries to achieve a climate-neutral 
world by mid-century. The goal was to accelerate and scale up action to 
achieve universal access to clean, affordable energy by 2030 and net-
zero emissions by 2050. From this, we should see more adoption and 
design that work towards decarbonisation and circular economy in many 
countries. Using materials that do not erode our natural resources and 
growing our own materials such as timber, mycelium fungi, or perhaps 
creating building materials from our waste will somehow help to save up 
the environment. 

9. The hottest trend in sustainable buildings is using
timber for innovative green building solutions. Do you 
see this trend increasing in Malaysia?
The hottest trend currently is building a high-rise structure using timber. 
The world’s tallest mass timber structure, at 18 stories was recently built 
in Norway, Europe and there is one upcoming proposed timber tower 
structure up to 80-story high in Chicago called the River Beech Tower 
which will be the tallest wooden tower in the United States, if completed. 

We need to get more people to use timber as a high-performance material 
for use in the architectural sector. R&D should be done especially for 
application in our tropical climate and those constraints related to the 
regulatory laws must be addressed. 

10. Which is better: a recycled material or a natural 
material?
That is a very difficult question to answer, we need to explore the 
potential of both materials. We should increase our renewable natural 
materials by growing for consumption in the future, and at the same 
time, we suppose to recycle the used material in order to conserve the 
natural resources we have, protect the ecosystem, and cut the climate-
charged carbon emissions. 
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11. In different parts of the world, women are 
transforming cities and taking up spaces in urban 
planning and management as never before. Despite 
knowing very well that this is a male-centric 
occupation, what is your advice to young aspiring 
women who wants to join this field?
Trust in yourself and try not to look down or self-limiting yourself 
as a woman, but rather focus on what you can contribute and 
create. Stop doubting yourself, and with every challenge you face, 
you will learn a valuable lesson that you will be able to apply in 
other aspects of your life which helps you to become a more well-
rounded and experienced professional. We are seeing more women 
were step up and being treated equally to men in most fields. Find 
what you are passionate about and make a strong career out of it.

One of the many large scale projects Hijjas Kasturi Associates has worked on include the Masterplan Core Island Boulevard for Putrajaya.



One of the Sunlighten’s sauna product at EcoSpring Clubhouse, Johor.

SUCCESS STORIES 

Sunlighten saunas 
inspired by nature

A registered member of the Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery 
Council (MWMJC), Sunlighten Malaysia Sdn. Bhd. is a beneficiary 
of the MTC TimbeReality 2021 programme. Based in Puchong, 
Selangor, Sunlighten Malaysia is an infrared sauna company that 
pioneered the industry for over 21 years.

Today, the company is proud to be a Malaysian success story where 
their quality sauna products are exported to various countries all 
around the world. The major markets include Thailand, Indonesia, 
Singapore, Vietnam, Maldives, The Philippines, Hong Kong, and 
Taiwan. Their products were mainly being used at wellness centres, 
Medi spas, physiotherapy centres, and clinics.

Business Development Director Mr. Tan Lay Leong said that their 
sauna is made from PEFC-certified wood and bamboo carbon strand 
heater covers which make this energy-efficient sauna system the best 
green choice. 

Each beautiful Sunlighten infrared sauna is crafted with premium, 
hand-selected wood using flawless construction and innovative 
technology, a level of detail unmatched. Sunlighten’s prefabricated 
imported models are manufactured using Canadian Red Cedar and 
Eucalyptus, whereas the locally custom-made saunas are made with 
Damar Minyak, Nyatoh, or Meranti.

Each sauna’s framework features 100% solid wood with tongue-
in-groove boards magnetically sealed together with the seamless 
Magne-SealTM system created, resulting in overall higher quality 
and longevity, all in a beautiful, patented design.

“The mPulse series sauna allows you to choose between six 
personalized settings based on what effects you are hoping to 
get such as pain relief, cardio, and anti-aging. These settings use 
specific time, temperature, and infrared wave combinations to 
control and optimise the effects on your body. It has 99% emissivity 
which provides seven times more effective detoxification than the 
traditional sauna. This unique sort of personalization and control 
made Sunlighten saunas different than the current product available 
in the market. Installing an infrared sauna in your home is now the 
ultimate wellness luxury current trend and due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, more people are snapping them up”, said Mr. Tan.

As a beneficiary of TimberReality programme, Mr. Tan said that he 
embarked on this new media channel introduced by MTC through 
the TimbeRealty initiative that creates a 360-degree 3D virtual 
showroom walkthrough to provide an immersive experience 
for businesses looking to integrate their e-commerce shopping 
experience and revolutionise their digital marketing efforts. He 
said through this initiative he is able to commercially introduce 
Sunligthen various products to both international and local markets 
as well as to virtually showcase their products. 
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SUCCESS STORIES 

TimbeReality is an exquisite 360-degree virtual gallery for Malaysian timber and 
furniture products. The comprehensive hub highlights Malaysian timber products in 
near real-life with a 360-degree virtual reality experience. This platform serves as the 
bridge between the timber industry players, investors, timber faculties, and consumers 
in a global timber market.

TimbeReality envisions uplifting the industry with greater trade opportunities, 
increased awareness for Malaysian timber products, and market access with a 
competitive edge. Meanwhile, stakeholders and buyers from across the globe can be 
connected to our esteemed local suppliers and discover the high-quality products that 
Malaysia can offer.

For more information on MTC TimbeReality, please log onto  https://timbereality.my/
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Sunlighten Malaysia showroom in TimbeReality’s website.Sunlighten’s product at Johor Darul Ta’zim Football Club, Johor.

“Not only does it transport people to the furniture store 
instantly, but the product hotspot also lets people check out 
the products even when they cannot visit in person. This is 
especially helpful during the Covid-19 pandemic when foot 
traffic in shops is low.” elaborate Mr. Tan. 

“I knew about TimbeReality through a webinar that MTC 
organised and I decided to participate in this programme as I 
always wanted to digitalise our business to make it different 
from our competitors in the market. We are the first in the 
virtual reality showroom for sauna companies in Malaysia”, 
added Mr. Tan.

He emphasized that TimbeReality has helped gain both the 
international and local customers’ confidence where they 
can view their products anytime and anywhere to make sales 
dealing processes become even smoother.

“TimbeReality is a very good platform to promote your 
company and product at a very affordable cost.  People 
from all around the world can visit the showroom through 
websites, tablets, and mobile devices and if I were to rate the 
effectiveness of this programme, I will give a rating of five 
stars”, said Mr. Tan. Sunlighten’s saunas are made from PEFC-certified wood.



SUCCESS STORIES 

Raw material - an indispensable commodity in any 
manufacturing sector that by and large can determine a 
nation’s economic success depending on how much natural 
resources it has. In the Malaysian timber industry, as we 
reduce our dependence on our natural forests and while 
we wait even for the fastest-growing species to mature, 
importing raw material for the production of wood-based 
goods is the only way out.

First Flames Sdn Bhd is now able to expand its product range to Europe and the US.

“We imported laminated 
veneer lumber and 
sawntimber with the 
IAP for the production 
of wooden sofas, tables 
and chairs,” said Mr. Teo

First Flames keeps    
the fire burning  

As Malaysia’s imports of raw material increases by the year, 
augmenting raw material for the timber industry sits high on MTC’s 
list of priorities.

Having introduced the Import Assistance Programme (IAP), MTC 
has been able to help many timber-based manufacturers. One of the 
incentive programmes under the IAP is the Direct Sourcing Programme 
(DSP) which assists local timber manufacturers, particularly SMEs in 
Peninsular Malaysia, to import timber raw materials to supplement or 
augment its supply. Incentives are also provided to defray part of the 
freight and handling charges. 

A recipient of MTC’s IAP, First Flames Sdn Bhd said the IAP enabled it 
to expand its product range to Europe and the US.

“MTC’s IAP helped us to source for more compatible material that 
allowed us to get more creative in our product design,” said First 
Flames Manager Ivan Teo. 

Situated in Muar, Johor, First Flames is a furniture manufacturing company 
that produces sofas, dining sets and bed slats. Much of the raw material used 
are sawntimber and plywood. Among the timber-based materials it imports 
are sawntimber, mouldings, plywood, laminated veneer lumber as well as 
furniture parts such as tabletops and bed slats.

The company has been importing Acacia, Eucalyptus, Pine, Poplar 
and White Oak from Australia, Brazil, US, Vietnam, China, and New 
Zealand.  
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SUCCESS STORIES 

One of the dining sets manufactured by First Flames.

The Direct Sourcing 
Programme (DSP) 
is an incentive 
programme which 
assists local timber 
manufacturers 
to import timber 
raw materials to 
supplement or 
augment its supply.
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“We imported laminated veneer lumber and sawntimber with the 
IAP for the production of wooden sofas, tables and chairs,” said Teo, 
adding that First Flames exports mainly to Japan, US, Philippines, 
India, and Korea.

He added that the IAP has also raised First Flames’s 
competitiveness in the market giving it the confidence to press 
forward as it moves from the surviving mode to the growing phase 
of its business. 

The IAP has enabled First Flame to import more laminated veneer lumber and sawntimber 
for the production of wooden sofas, tables and chairs.



INTRODUCING 

MTC’s Bumiputera Micro 
Entrepreneur Development 
Programme (BMEDP) 

The Malaysian timber industry is one of the major contributors to 
the Malaysian economy. Although Malaysia’s exports of timber 
products and furniture are performing very well in the world market, 
the contribution of Bumiputera entrepreneurs is still not reached its 
potential and more efforts to encourage entrepreneurs to be more 
active in the industry is needed.

In view of this, the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) has introduced a 
Bumiputera Micro Entrepreneur Development Programme (BMEDP) to 
assist micro-industry players in boosting their production capabilities 
and capacities as well as the marketing of wood-based products in a 
post-COVID-19 pandemic environment.

This programme is dedicated to Bumiputera micro-entrepreneurs that 
covers three main aspects namely, human capital development through 
upskilling and re-skilling trainings, basic machine and equipment 
financial assistance, and raw material financial assistance. 
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-  Promoting Innovative MSMEs



INTRODUCING 

Under the BMEDP, MTC has recently offered a one-off machinery 
incentive to assist the Bumiputera micro-enterprises to purchase new 
basic woodworking machineries and/or equipment. This initiative is 
an effort to increase Bumiputera micro entrepreneurs’ productivity, 
production capacity, revenue, and competitiveness which ultimately 
increase their contribution to the development of the Malaysian 
timber industry.

Eligibility 
• Open to eligible Bumiputera micro-entrepreneurs/enterprises in  
 the timber-based industry to purchase basic machineries.
• Eligible companies are given a one-off financial assistance   
 to purchase basic machinery capped at a maximum total price  
 of RM5,000.00.

Selection Criteria
• Enterprise must be incorporated in Malaysia, based in Peninsular 
 Malaysia and a Bumiputera-owned company (with 100% of the   
 equity of the company owned by Bumiputera).
• Enterprise meets the definition of SME Corp’s micro enterprises   
 with annual turnover less than RM300,000 or less than 5 number  
 of workers.
• Enterprise must be registered with the Companies Commission of  
 Malaysia (SSM) with valid certificate.
• Enterprise must be in operation for a minimum of six (6) months   
 prior to application.
• Existing premises must be installed with woodworking facilities for  
 the production of value-added timber products.

Pioneering Business 
Transformation

Empower and boost the 
confidence of the Bumiputera 
entrepreneurs. 

Enhance the competitiveness of 
Bumiputera entrepreneurs in the 
local and international markets.

Objectives
•

•
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Empowering MSMEs Bumiputera Enterprises
The small size of the Bumiputera MSMEs which includes medium enterprises, coupled 
with constraints on resources may limit their ability to enhance capacities and 
capabilities. These MSMEs generally lack economies of scale and may incur high costs 
in acquiring and utilising technologies and upgrading the skills of their manpower. 
These MSMEs also tend to have limited access to timely and accurate information on 
market opportunities, financing and technology advances.

In view of this, MTC had formulated a 5-Year Plan (2019-2023) which took into 
account the needs of the industry. With this Five-Year Plan, MTC has crafted the seven 
Must-Win for 2022 as follows:
• Raise Industry Competitiveness
• Enhance Sources of Raw Materials 
• Vitalise Market Access and Branding
• Intensify IR 4.0 Adoption & ESG Initiatives
• Value the Power of Circular Economy
• A ccentuate Human Capital Development 
• L ead Stakeholders & Issue Management

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida presenting a token to one of the 
beneficiaries of the programme. 



A CASE FOR TIMBER 

Awe inspiring    
timber stairways    
with a unique twist

It is part of a property which is 
overlooked but in the eyes of the 

creative, staircases are made to 
awe. Architects use stairways to 
animate the built environment. 
Below are some of the staircases 

that have been built
with timber.
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Photo credits: Ed Reeve and ACME/ArchDaily
Design and description: ACME/ArchDaily  

Wildly Twisting Wooden Staircase
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Stable in West Flanders

Studio Farris Architects transformed a small barn in 
West Flanders, Belgium into an office space defined 
by a sculptural wooden structure made from stacked 
wooden beams. This jenga-looking timber structure 
serves as a bookshelf, storage and reading corner. 
The beams are stacked in a particular way to create 
a staircase to climb to the upper workspace and can 
easily reach the different bars on each level. This 
stacked wood mezzanine can be removed anytime, 
making the building free to adapt other types of 
interiors. 

Wildly Twisting Wooden Staircase

Conventional, straight-forward staircases can step 
aside. Architects ACME constructed this massive 
twin spiral staircase in its London studio, taking 
inspiration from Coco Chanel’s mirror stair in her 
Parisian apartment. The stair is designed as a 
free-standing cantilever with its own structural 
integrity where both the sides of the stairs are 
cladded with mirrors. 

To provide an appropriate counterweight, the stair 
is fabricated from layers of cross laminated timber. 
Each of the 20 steps comprise six timber elements, 
assembled and fixed with screws onto the steps 
below. The entire structure has been devised to be 
self-supporting, eliminating the need for scaffolding, 
thus, exemplifying timber’s capability to be 
functional and alluring.

Coiled wooden strips stair

Architects Patrick Jouin and Sanjit Manku of Jouin 
Manku overhauled an 18th century building that 
was previously a royal stud to create 55 rooms at 
the Les Haras de Strasbourg Hotel in France with an 
adjoining restaurant. A stunning spiral of wooden 
strips surrounds a staircase in the restaurant. Oak 
elements encircle the curving staircase linking the 
two floors of the brasserie, forming handrails on one 
side and a balustrade round the top of the void.

A stunning spiral stairs made from Oak volutes at the Les Haras 
de Strasbourg Hotel in France.

Photo credits: Ed Reeve and ACME/ArchDaily
Design and description: ACME/ArchDaily  

Photo credits: Koen Van Damme/ArchDaily
Design and description: Studio Farris Architects/ArchDaily

The Stable in West Flanders

Photo and description credit: Dezeen/Jouin Manku



A CASE FOR TIMBER 

The Coin Stair

Marie’s Wardrobe
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“Coin Stair”

Architects WORKac designed renowned advertising 
agency Wieden+Kennedy’s office in New York, USA, with a 
circular-shaped, Walnut-clad “Coin Stair” which features 
bleacher seating that can accommodate office-wide 
meetings or informal discussions below a spider-shaped 
structure that transfers load from a removed column. 
Kebony was used for the construction of this staircase.

Marie’s Wardrobe

Replacing an impressive large staircase in a turn of a 20th 
century house in London, is a perforated timber stair 
which will have much stories to tell in the future. The 
perforated timber treads and risers, and balustrade of the 
new staircase let through light and air giving an essence 
of airiness from the original staircase. Plywood and MDF 
have been used for its construction giving the architects 
both design flexibilities and cost control. According to the 
architects, working with both plywood and MDF bring 
advantages at the delivery stage, as precisely prepared and 
cut materials are easy to work with.

Photo credits: Bruce Damonte/ArchDaily
Design and description: WORKac/ArchDaily

Photo credits: Tim Crocker/ArchDaily
Design and description: Tsuruta Architects/ArchDaily



Kembang Semangkok
KNOW YOUR TIMBER 

The Standard Malaysian Name for the timber of Scaphium spp. (Sterculiaceae). The ASEAN Standard Name for the timber, which is of Thai origin, 
is Samrong. The timber is known as Kapas-kapasan in Indonesia. There are four species of Kembang Semangkok found in Peninsular Malaysia. 
Vernacular names applied include Kembang Semangkok (Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak) with various epithets. Major species 
include S. linearicarpum, S. longiflorum, S. macropodum and S. scaphigerum. 

Also known as Kembang Semangkok (Brunei); Kapas-kapasan and Merpayang (Indonesia); Shaw taung-thinbow (Myanmar); and Phungthalai and 
Samrong (Thailand).

The sapwood is lighter in shade and merges gradually into the heartwood, which is yellow-brown, light buff or light brown.

Density
The timber is soft to moderately soft and light to moderately heavy with a density of 515-755 kg/m3 air dry. It is classified under Light 
Hardwood in Malaysia.

Texture
Texture is slightly coarse and uneven, due to the broad rays and wide layers of parenchyma. Grain is straight or shallowly interlocked.

Strength Properties (S. macropodum) 

Machining Properties (S. macropodum) 

  

Main Uses
The broad rays and the terminal bands of parenchyma produce a very attractive figure, making the timber very 
suitable for interior finishing, panelling, mouldings, cabinet making, joinery, furniture, plywood and staircase 
(apron lining, handrail and sprandrel framing). It is also suitable for posts, beams, joists, rafters, pallets 
(expendable and permanent light duty) and cooling tower (non structural members). 

Source: A Dictionary of Malaysian Timbers.
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For more information, please visit http://mtc.com.my/resources-WoodWizard.php



Malaysia: 15 paintings celebrate Jetty Semeling 
mangrove forest reserve

Artist Fuen Chin created the “Hypermorph Garden 4.0” which 
was 15 interconnected mixed-media paintings, spanning in 
total a length of more than 18 metres, which celebrate the 
Jetty Semeling mangrove forest. A virtual tour of the project is 
available on the artist’s website till 31 December 2022.

GLOBAL COMMUNITY 

A decade of appreciation
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For 10 years in a row, people from all around the world have been celebrating International Forest Day (IFD) on 21 March. The United 
Nations General Assembly declaration in 2012 was to honour and raise awareness about our pristine forests and their value to mankind.

According to the United Nations, forests are home to about 80% of the world’s terrestrial biodiversity, with more than 60,000 tree species. 
Yet, we are losing 10 million hectares of forest – about the size of Iceland each year.

With the 21 March declaration came government- and private sector-backed nature-centric activities throughout the world by citizens who 
carried out various programmes such as tree-planting, among others. The same was done this year with the theme “Forests and Sustainable 
Production and Consumption”.

Below is a summary of some of the activities organised in several countries:

Australia/DR Congo: “The Forest Lungs of Africa” 
webinar

HandUp Congo, an Australian non-governmental organisation, 
hosted a webinar on 21 March that discussed the landmark 
ruling through which the International Court of Justice ordered 
Uganda to pay USD325 million to the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, partly for the exploitation of its forests and other natural 
resources during a period of occupation.

Europe and China: #HugATree social media campaign

The Sino-EU project Clearing House launched the #HugATree 
social media campaign with daily “Did you know” and “Fun fact” 
posts, reading recommendations, and a contest for the best tree 
photo under the #HugATree hashtag.

Germany: 900 trees planted in Bayreuth

Some 900 trees were planted in the north Bavarian town of 
Bayreuth, home to the famous Wagner opera festival, as the 
local branch of Sparda Bank honoured the International Day of 
Forests.
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India: Ever Slow Green documentary on afforestation

The “Ever Slow Green” documentary that was aired told the 
unique story of the tropical Auroville forest in the Indian state 
of Tamil Nadu, a former desert plateau that was successfully 
afforested over the last 50 years.

United Kingdom: Forest bathing and 21,000 trees 
planting

To mark IDF 2022, the Harmony Healing centre organised an 
interactive workshop at the Harry Edwards Healing Sanctuary in 
Surrey, England, including a two-hour forest bathing session and tree 
meditation. Meanwhile, Arval UK, a fleet management company, 
planted more than 21,000 trees during the 2021/2022 planting season 
to support biodiversity and green mobility, tying in with the IDF.

PEFC: #PEFCMythBusters social media campaign

The Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification 
(PEFC) launched the #PEFCMythBusters campaign to fight 
misconceptions about forests and forest products, starting from 
paper bags: don’t think of them as fragile, as they can be water 
and tear resistant and hold up to 16kg!

Article credit: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations  

Spain: City of Ourense to plant 1,000 trees

The city of Ourense in north-western Spain invited its citizens 
to plant 1,000 trees. Each participating citizen received a tree 
in exchange for the delivery of waste that will be recycled and 
treated following the principles of the circular economy.

Belgium: Forest walks, debates, and media campaigns

The Royal Forestry Society of Belgium (SRFB - KBBM) celebrated 
IDF 2022 with “Mosaic Forest,” a media campaign on the need for 
the diversification of forest land, as well as guided forest walks for 
the public and a debate on the challenges forests face today.



GREEN GROWTH

With a commitment to improve conservation efforts of the 
natural environment, the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) 
Work Hard, Play Hard & Pray Hard (WHP2H) Committee 
working in collaboration with the Yayasan Hijau Malaysia 
(YHM) and Taman Rekreasi Paya Bakau Sijangkang community, 
jointly organised a Tree Planting Programme at Taman Rekreasi 
Paya Bakau Kampung Sijangkang at Telok Panglima Garang, 
Selangor on 27 March 2022.

The event was graced by the presence of MTC COO Madam 
Noraihan Abdul Rahman and Mr. Amin Abdullah, CEO of 
Yayasan Hijau Malaysia.

Delivering the welcoming remarks on behalf of MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili was MTC COO, Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman who reiterated 
that environmental conservation is a key part of MTC’s sustainability 
efforts. This is one of MTC’s goals in implementing the CSR programmes 
based on three main thrusts, namely Giving Back to Community, Giving 
Back to Nature, and Giving Back to the Stakeholders. 

This tree planting programme is in line with the principles and social 
responsibility of MTC to preserve the environment. This programme 
aims to raise public awareness on the importance of caring and 
preserving the environment as well as to treasure our biodiversity.

Madam Noraihan delivered the welcoming remarks.

Protecting the ecosystem 
with mangrove tree 
planting programme
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Madam Noraihan together with Mr. Amin and MTC staff members after planting the 
mangrove trees. 

Participants of the programme at Taman Rekreasi Paya Bakau Kampung Sijangkang.



A total of 300 mangrove seedlings were planted along a designated 
area in the recreational park by volunteers from MTC and YHM. 

Taman Rekreasi Paya Bakau Kampung Sijangkang serves as an 
educational park to promote the importance of the mangroves.
The name Sijangkang is a combination of the name of the river and 
pokok jangkang (stilt trees). The recreational park is the result of 
cooperation from the residents of Kampung Sijangkang. 

MTC held its first tree planting programme earlier in January this 
year, in collaboration with the Kajang Municipal Council (MPKJ) 
and YHM, where over 235 trees of various species were planted 
in Taman Tasik Cempaka in Bangi, Selangor. MTC is happy to be 
partnering with YHM and is pleased to be continuing this trend of 
pursuing green initiatives since planting trees brings a positive and 
meaningful impact on the environment.

MTC’s various tree planting programmes are in support of 
the 100 million Tree Planting Campaign under the Greening 
Malaysia Programme. It is an initiative by the Ministry of 
Energy and Natural Resources (KeTSA) that aims to raise 

Participants walking along the bridge at the Taman Rekreasi Paya Bakau.

Taman Rekreasi Paya 
Bakau Kampung 
Sijangkang serves 
as an educational 
park to promote  
the importance of  
the mangroves.   
The name Sijangkang 
is a combination of the 
name of the river and 
the jangkang tree.

awareness of the importance of forest areas and to ensure the 
commitment to maintaining forest areas in Malaysia. 

This conservation and rehabilitation programme was just one 
instance under a broader annual initiative to empower and enrich 
communities, that will be carried out in conjunction with MTC’s 
30th Anniversary celebration year. 

Also present were MTC staff members including several 
leadership team members and other participants from YHM and 
the local community of Kampung Sijangkang.
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MTC staff were joined by the Kg Sijangkang community members in planting mangrove trees at Taman Rekreasi Paya Bakau.
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BANTING: The government is targeting to export RM19 billion worth of downstream timber 
products by 2025, said the Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities.

Malaysia looking to export RM19 billion 
worth of downstream timber products



IN PICTURES 

Al Rajhi Banking & Investment Corporation (Malaysia) Berhad paid a courtesy visit 
to MTC on 9 March 2022 to introduce Al Rajhi’s investment products that could offer 

diversification and long-term growth for MTC.

MTC received a visit by the Commercialisation and Investment Unit of the Malaysian 
Rubber Council (MRC) on 3 March 2022 to discuss the potential investment collaboration 

between both parties. 

On 23 March 2022, LGM Properties Corporation (LGMPC) visited MTC to discuss the 
ongoing prevailing issue of timber raw materials. Representing LGMPC were its CEO 
Mr. Mohd Zamry Sulaiman, COO Mr. Fakril Zamani Mahmud, and Senior Manager 

(Plantation) Mr. Asri Abd Ani. PEKA was represented by its Deputy President  
Mr. Mohd Aziz Mahadi.

MTC received a courtesy visit from the Managing Director of Land & General Bhd (LGB) 
Mr. Low Gay Teck on 22 March 2022 to discuss product development using bamboo as an 

alternative raw material for the timber industry. The session was also attended by LGB’s Chief 
Financial Officer Mr. Benjamin Leong and Special Project Manager Mr. Abdul Hamid Md Yusof.

MTC Leadership Retreat was held at the Lembah Temir Resort, Raub, Pahang from 10 to 12 March 2022. The retreat discussed and established the Key Performance Indicators 
(KPIs) for the year 2022.
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IN PICTURES

MTC Chairman, CEO, and staff from the International Business Development Division 
(IBDD) - Cluster 2 visited Mahir Arin factory, at Düzce, Turkey on 26 March 2022 

during the Ministerial mission to Turkey.

During the Ministerial mission to Turkey recently, MTC visited Parke & Home office and 
warehouse in Dulullu, Istanbul, Turkey on 25 March 2022. The delegation was welcomed 

by Parke & Home Founder Mr. Engin Urguplu and Business Manager
 Ms. Nallan Urguplu.

A Dialogue Session with the Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities YB 
Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin followed by a networking dinner with the Turkish 

stakeholders and industry players was held at the Conrad Istanbul Bosphorus,
Istanbul on 28 March 2022. 

MTC’s courtesy visit to Burhan Celik Wood factory at Bolu, Turkey on 26 March 2022. 
Burhan Celik is a manufacturer of veneer and lumber components and is actively involved 

in the import and export business. The delegation was welcomed by the Burhan Celik 
Wood Factory Manager Mr. Veysel Gunqor. 

MTC delegation was welcomed by the Factory Manager Mr. Sahin Guleryuz of Arin Orman Urunleri at Duzce, Turkey on 26 March 2022. Arin Oman is one of the major manufacturers in Turkey 
and produces a wide range of sawntimber, thermowood, decking  and solid wood panels.
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MTC signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Turkish Forest 
Products Industrialists and Businessmen Association (TORiD) aimed at enhancing 
bilateral trade and increasing exports of timber-based products including furniture 

between the two countries on 28 March 2022. 

 MTC Director of International Business Development Division (IBDD) - Cluster 2
Mr. Khairul Anwar presenting updates on the Malaysian timber and export performance at 

the Agri-Commodities Networking Dinner in Istanbul on 28 March 2022.

MTC has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with all Pakistan Timber 
Traders Association (APTTA) in Karachi, Pakistan on 30 March 2022. The MoU aims 
to strengthen bilateral trade and increase exports of timber-based products including 

furniture between the two countries.

MTC Chairman and the Ministry of Plantation, Industries and Commodities delegation had 
a meeting and dialogue session with the Independent Industrialists and Businesspersons 
Association (MÜSIAD), on 29 March 2022. Constructive discussions took place between 

MÜSIAD and members of the Malaysian delegation in order to further strengthen trade and 
strategic engagements of business-to-business cooperation in Turkey.

The Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities, led by its Minister, YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin together with MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff 
met the Turkish Minister of Trade H.E. Mr. Mehmet Muş in Ankara on 28 March 2022 during the Ministerial mission to Turkey.



A joint collaborative exhibition booth by MTC, MTIB, and MTCC at the
 “Majlis Pelancaran Perdana Program Jelajah Mari Kenali Sawit”

at Wyndham Hotel, Klang on 6 April 2022.

MTC staff attended the “Health Talk on Stress Management” organised by the MTC 
WHP2H committee held on 31 March 2022 at MTC HQ. The talk was given by the 

speakers from KPJ Sentosa Kuala Lumpur Specialist Hospital.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili gave his welcoming remarks during the Iftar Ramadhan 
organised by the MTC WHP2H committee on 14 April 2022 at the Chasemen Apartment 

Hotel, Menara PGRM, Cheras.

MTC staff attended the “Tazkirah Nuzul Quran” by Ustaz Dr. Haji Mohd Zamri Haji Mohd 
Zainuldin from Mantop Training and Consultancy Sdn. Bhd. on 11 April 2022. The talk 

was organised by the MTC WHP2H committee.

A visit was arranged by MTC to Selvi Mobilia, a furniture retail company based in Istanbul, Turkey led by the Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin 
on 29 March 2022. At hand to receive the delegation was its CEO Mr. Nevzat Selvi and his management.

IN PICTURES 58March-April 2022 Timber Malaysia






