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Dear Readers,

Welcome to our mid-year issue of Timber Malaysia. With less 

than five months to go for MTC’s all-important event, the 

Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE) 2022, the Malaysian Timber 

Council (MTC) is doubling its promotional efforts. 

Among the highlights of these promotions was MTC’s MWE 

2022 Press Briefing and Media Luncheon. With a guest list 

of over 100 and about 30 journalists from 12 media present, 

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili gave a briefing on MWE 2022 

and what the expo has to offer while sharing the success of the 

first fair in 2019. The event was also held in appreciation of 

the media’s continuous support to MTC. Read all about it on 

pages 6-7.

The success of MTC’s programmes such as the High Impact 

Project (HIP), the Digital Marketing Entrepreneurship 

Programme (DMEP) and Engineer Placement and Internship 

Programme (EPIP) are featured on pages 24-25, 26-27 and 

28-29, respectively.

Kinsha Works Sdn Bhd and Diverse Integrated Sdn Bhd, who 

are beneficiaries of the DMEP and EPIP, respectively, shared 

their stories on how their participation in MTC’s programmes 

has been a turning point for their company.

Enough cannot be said about timber’s supreme, green 

attributes as the world switches its gears towards sustainable 

living. In A Case for Timber on pages 42-43, we feature Baker 

D. Chirico, a bakery in Melbourne, Australia, which is basically 

an oversized wooden breadbasket. 

See how the undulation of CNC-routed plywood, which 

forms the wall and ceiling, stores long baguettes, large round 

Pagnotta and other loaves ever so cleverly. Closer to home, 

architect Melvyn J. Kanny  tells us about his sustainably 

developed projects. Details of these are on pages 36-41.

Under the Green Growth section, on pages 48-49, we feature 

KTS Plantation Sdn Bhd, an award-winning company, which 

is using a customised forest rehabilitation method called 

High Production Corridor System (HPC). Read all about the 

HPC system which is applied to achieve Sustainable Forest 

Management (SFM). 

Happy Reading!

The Editor.
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Management Updates
It is mid-year, and I am happy to note that MTC has accomplished a fair bit compared to the same period 

in the preceding year. Though in 2021, most of us were picking up the pieces business-wise, MTC had 

to power-through to help industry players sustain their business. Many of the programmes that we 

introduced in 2020 and 2021 have been upgraded to meet the current needs of our stakeholders as the 

market forces change to adjust to the recovery phase of the COVID-19 pandemic.

We have been promoting the Council’s services and programmes in our Roadshows as well as in the 

Ministerial Missions organised by the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC). 

I must say that the Minister, YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin’s approach with the full support of 

MTC’s Finance & Procurement Division (FPD) is made of two units – the Finance Unit and the Procurement 

Unit. This division is a key enabler for MTC’s operations, especially in ensuring our financial and procurement 

processes are intact.

Both the Finance and Procurement units create a perfect alignment in working together to achieve Procure-to-

Pay (P2P) excellence. These two units collaborate well in a sense where the finance unit is responsible for setting 

the budgets and creating budget expenditure reports, while the procurement unit is responsible for sticking to 

those budgets as well as making sure the items purchased have been received and paid for by the finance unit.

MTC Treetop Spotlight
In this edition of Timber Malaysia, MTC shines the spotlight on Nur Afifah Aliah Abdul Rahman, an Executive 

from the Market Promotion and Product Development Division (MPPD). Nur Afifah was the focal point in 

organising and coordinating MTC’s participation at ARCHIDEX 2022 in collaboration with the Malaysian Wood 

Moulding and Joinery Council (MWMJC), as well as the MTC Market Research Visit to Vietnam in collaboration 

with the Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia (TEAM) and the Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC).

She had diligently coordinated the progress of the programmes, and worked hand-in-hand with MWMJC, 

TEAM and MFC to ensure the smooth implementation of the programmes. The MTC Market Research Visit to 

Vietnam saw the signing of a Memorandum of Cooperation between TEAM, MFC, the Vietnam Timber & Forest 

Products (ViForest), Binh Duong Wood Processing Association (BIFA), Dong Nai Wood Processing Association 

(DOWA) and Handicraft and Wood Industry Association of Ho Chi Minh City (HAWA). At ARCHIDEX, the MTC 

and MWMJC pavilion showcased products from 12 Malaysian companies and attracted more than 300 visitors 

to the pavilion during the four-day exhibition.

Nur Afifah is also working on the Malaysia International Agri-commodity Expo & Summit (MiACES) scheduled 

from 26-28 July 2022. Nur Afifah has been working relentlessly as these programmes are back-to-back. Her 

dedication, commitment and passion to her work is greatly applaudable. Keep up the good work Nur Afifah!
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our Chairman, Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, of promoting all the Agri-commodities has done well for all the sectors. 

Through these missions, we have attained much collaborative attention that will serve our industry players better. 

With the Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE) 2022 less than six months away, promotional activities have been increased. We even organised a 

press briefing for it. We hope MWE 2022 will be just as successful as its debut show in 2019, if not better. We are expecting a good turnout 

as people return to physically visiting trade fairs. 

Looking forward for collaborations and partnerships with all stakeholders to deliver MTC’s 2022 Business Plan. Thank you for your 

unwavering support!

“LET’S POWER PROGRESS TOGETHER!”

MUHTAR BIN  SUHAILI
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)

Procurement Unit is in the process of integrating an e-procurement and vendor management system (e-PVMS) that will create an online platform 

easing the selection and appointment of vendors. Hence, with the added advantage of being able to complete tasks via online, our division could 

provide real-time reporting. 

FPD will continue to strive efficiently to achieve operational excellence and will progressively upgrade itself with the on-going digitalisation process.

MOHAMED AZLY YUSOF
Director, Finance & Procurement Division
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Malaysia, Vietnam timber 
industries sign MoC

The timber and timber-based industries in Malaysia and Vietnam 

signed a Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) to further develop the 

timber trades in both countries on 15 June 2022.

The Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia (TEAM), the 

Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC), the Vietnam Timber & Forest 

Products (ViForest), Binh Duong Wood Processing Association 

(BIFA), Dong Nai Wood Processing Association (DOWA), and 

Handicraft and Wood Industry Association of Ho Chi Minh City 

(HAWA) signed the MoC at the Icon Saigon – Lifestyle Design Hotel 

in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. 

The MoC signing was facilitated by the Malaysian Timber Council 

(MTC). Present at the signing ceremony were the President of TEAM 

Mr. Chua Song Fong, President of MFC Mr. Khoo Yeow Chong, the 

Vice-President of ViForest Mr. Huynh Quang Thanh, President of 

Binh Duong Wood Processing Association (BIFA) Mr. Nguyen Liem, 

President of Dong Nai Wood Processing Association (DOWA) Mr. Le 

Xuan Quan and the Vice-President-cum-Secretary General of DOWA 

Mr. Nguyen Chanh Phuong.

The MoC signing was witnessed by the Chief Executive Officer of 

MTC Mr. Muhtar Suhaili. Also present at the ceremony were the 

Consul General of Malaysia in Ho Chi Minh City, Ms. Wong Chia 

Chiann, the Malaysia External Trade Development Corporation 

Six timber-based associations from both Malaysia and Vietnam signed the MoC.
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(MATRADE)’s Trade Commissioner in Ho Chi Minh Mr. Raphy Md 

Radzi and representatives of HAWA.

The MoC will strengthen economic cooperation between Malaysia 

and Vietnam. Although both Malaysia and Vietnam are producers 

of timber products, the collaboration will provide opportunities 

for manufacturers to increase their exports and imports between 

Malaysian and Vietnam. The MoC is also expected to generate 

other spin-offs such as socio-economic benefits and employment 

opportunities.

“Malaysia is committed in further developing its timber industry 

sustainably. Malaysia can benefit from Vietnam’s higher Foreign 

Direct Investment (FDI) in furniture manufacturing and access to 

the EU markets through Vietnam’s Free Trade Agreements,” said Mr. 

Muhtar.

He added that Vietnam’s skilled manpower and its availability from 

the local population will be an advantage, on top of its proximity to 

China which provides easier access for furniture parts and wooden 

panels.

The MoC signing was part of MTC’s Market & Business Visit to Hanoi 

and Ho Chi Minh from 13-17 June 2022. 

May-June 2022 Timber Malaysia



“Malaysia is committed 
in further developing 
its timber industry 
sustainably. Malaysia can 
benefit from Vietnam’s 
higher Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) in 
furniture manufacturing 
and access to the EU 
markets through Vietnam’s 
Free Trade Agreements,” 
- Mr. Muhtar.
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The MTC delegation (right) meeting the Vietnam Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

in Ho Chi Minh City Branch Mr. Nguyen Huu Nam Deputy General Director (left) and 

Mr. Nguyen Van Tuan Director International Relations Department (second from left).

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili handing over MTC’s 30th Anniversary Book, Standing 
Tall, to MATRADE’s official in Ho Chi Minh.

Some of MTC and TEAM members during a factory visit to Tavico Timber.

The MTC, MFC and TEAM delegation at AA Furniture Corporation



MTC hosts lunch, briefs 
press on MWE 2022
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) announced the 

comeback of its all-successful international wood and 

woodworking trade show, the Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE) 

2022, at the Council’s Press Briefing and Media Luncheon in 

Hilton Kuala Lumpur on 20 June 2022.

More than 100 guests comprising MTC’s Board of Trustees, 

officials from the Ministry of Plantation Industries and 

Commodities, Malaysian Timber Industry Board, Malaysian 

Timber Certification Council and members of the timber 

associations together with about 30 journalists from 12 

media organisations attended the event.

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff told the press 

that the Council was anticipating a high number of serious 

buyers for the upcoming MWE 2022.

“Everything has been doubled, from the exhibition floor space 

to the initiatives put in place to make this show a resounding 

success and a profitable one for our trade fair participants,” said 

Hajah Norrida, adding that MTC’s luncheon was in appreciation 

of the media’s continuous support to the Council over the years.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili gave a brief overview of the Council’s 

mission and vision before briefing the attendees on the expo.

MWE 2022, which will be held from 20-22 November 

2022 at the Malaysia International Trade and Exhibition 

Centre (MITEC), is jointly organised by MTC and the 

Panels & Furniture Group and supported by the Ministry of 

Plantation Industries and Commodities.

“The expo is a bi-annual event but was postponed in 2021 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic. MWE 2019 garnered much 

success with over 60% of its exhibitors from overseas, some 

of whom who had sold out their machinery on the first day of 

the fair,” said Mr. Muhtar.

Mr. Muhtar briefing on MWE 2022.

Questions from the media on MWE 2022.
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“Despite our RM25 million target in MWE 2019, we raked in RM140 

million in sales. We are hoping to do much better this year as many 

investors and business owners are putting the pandemic behind them 

and gearing up for more face-to-face business dealings at trade fairs,” 

he said.



“The Council was anticipating 
a high number of serious 
international buyers.”

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah 
Norrida Yusoff

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff (seated in pink outfit) with members of 

MTC Board of Trustees and other guests at the media luncheon.
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MWE 2022 is endorsed by the Malaysian Wood Industries 

Association (MWIA), The Timber Exporters’ Association of 

Malaysia (TEAM), the Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ 

Association (MPMA), Malaysian Wood Moulding & Joinery 

Council (MWMJC), Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC), 

Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber & Furniture 

Entrepreneurs (PEKA) as well as the Malaysian Timber Industry 

Board (MTIB), Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC), 

Malaysia External Trade Development Corporation (MATRADE) 

and Malaysian Woodworking Machinery Association (MWMA).

The fair is also recognised and endorsed by top timber-related 

associations from countries such as China, France, Hong Kong, 

Thailand, and the United States.  

The trade show will showcase raw materials and wood products 

such wooden flooring, mouldings, doors, windows and door 

frames, panel-products, wooden pallet as well as woodworking 

machinery and cutting tools, abrasives, adhesives, coatings, 

timber-related equipment, materials, and furniture production 

software, among others.

He added that MTC is anticipating more importers to join the 

business matching programmes, specifically its Incoming Buying 

Mission. In 2019, the Incoming Buying Mission, which was 

conducted in collaboration with MATRADE, generated sales of 

RM118.93 million. 

To encourage participation in MWE 2022, MTC will be providing incentives 

to local buyers who purchase machinery, Air Pollution Control (APC) 

equipment and raw materials. Likewise, MATRADE will offer its Market 

Development Grant to local exhibitors.

The media was presented with tokens of appreciation and a lucky draw 

with prizes comprising smart phones, tablets, coffee machine and a 

television set.

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff launching MTC’s Corporate Video.



Engagement with the 
industry players in Pahang

The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) resumed its Roadshow 

in Pahang as its fifth destination from 17 to 18 May 2022. 

The roadshow is a continuation of MTC’s 2021 state-level 

engagement which started in Kuala Lumpur followed by 

sessions in Malacca, Penang, and Terengganu on 3 May,

6 May, 7 May, and 20 October 2021, respectively.

The purpose of this Roadshow was for MTC to provide 

information on the development of MTC’s programmes 

and activities, the latest market potentials, gather 

recommendations and feedback on issues faced by the 

industry, as well as efforts to further strengthen the position 

of the timber industry which is one of the main contributors 

to the country’s commodity exports. In addition to that, MTC 

also promoted one of its flagship programmes, TimbeReality, 

an exquisite 360-degree virtual gallery for Malaysian timber 

and timber products including furniture. 

MTC’s delegation led by CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili together 

with members of the Leadership Team had their dialogue 

session with the industry players at the AC Hotel, Kuantan. 

Aside from this, the delegation had the opportunity to visit 

three wood product manufacturing companies, namely, Mieco 

Manufacturing Sdn Bhd, Twins Furniture Manufacturer Sdn 

Bhd, and HLM Wood Products Sdn Bhd.

Mieco Manufacturing, which was set up in 1972, is a major 

player in the particleboard industry. Its products are exported 

to the USA, Japan, Europe, and Australia, whereas Twins 

Furniture Manufacturer manufactures nursery furniture 

MTC together with the timber industry members who attended the MTC Roadshow in Pahang. 

Mr. Muhtar and Madam Noraihan answering questions received from the industry members.
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Industry members raised their concerns and issues in the dialogue session.



MTC also promoted 

one of its f lagship 

programmes, 

TimbeReality, an 

exquisite 360-degree 

virtual gallery.
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MTC’s delegation visited Twins Furniture Manufacturer Sdn Bhd.

MTC visited HLM Wood Products Sdn Bhd.Mr. Muhtar received a token of appreciation from Mieco Manufacturing Sdn Bhd.

such as baby cots, toddler beds, chests of drawers, wardrobes, and 

cradles. Their products are exported to the USA, Europe, Middle 

East, UK, and throughout Asia. 

HLM Wood Products which is located in Maran manufactures 

floorings, deckings, surfaced four sides (S4S) timber, Keruing stakes 

and tie slats. HLM mainly exports its products to the USA, Canada, 

Japan, South Korea, China, Europe, Australia, and New Zealand. 

On an annual basis, MTC engages with its industry members 

through various roadshows and outreach programmes where 

information on its initiatives, market development and 

opportunities available to boost the competitiveness of the timber 

industry, is shared during these sessions. It is also a platform where 

MTC gets to build rapport and maintain its network with 

the industry.



HAPPENINGS
10May-June 2022 Timber Malaysia

Connecting with the 
industry players in Sabah

The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) took its Roadshow to 

the “Land Below the Wind” in Sabah from 23 to 25 May 2022. 

A number of issues were addressed during the Roadshow, 

chief among them being raw material supply and the 

development of the Sabah’s timber plantations and its 

contribution to the growth of the timber industry. Also on 

the discussion table were potential collaborations, which 

includes the supply of raw materials to the Peninsular and 

the current situation of the timber industry in Sabah.

The MTC delegation which was led by MTC Chairman Madam 

Hajah Norrida Yusoff together with the MTC’s Board of 

Trustee Datuk Chua Hock Gee, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, 

MTC COO Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman, and MTC’s 

Leadership Team and staff, visited the Eucalyptus plantation 

and chip mill owned by Sabah Softwoods Bhd (SSB) in Sungai 

Udin, Tawau. SSB owns the region’s most sophisticated chip 

mill and is the largest integrated woodchip mill in Malaysia. 

Following the visit, the delegation departed to Kota 

Kinabalu for a networking session with the Sabah Timber 

Industries Association (STIA). STIA was represented by its 

Deputy President Mr. Chua Yeong Perng and its Secretary-

General, Mr. Alfred Yong Chin Keong, other Committee 

members and secretariat staff. 

This was followed by a visit to Keningau to Uni-Lumber 

Sdn Bhd, a sawmill, and to Focus Lumber Bhd, a plywood, 

veneer, and Laminated Veneer Lumber (LVL) manufacturer. 

Also on the Council’s schedule was a visit to one of Sabah’s 

forest plantations. These plantations are lifelines of the 

timber industry as they are earmarked to address the 

shortage in raw material supply in the country.

MTC visited the Eucalyptus plantation and chip mill owned by Sabah Softwoods Bhd in 

Sungai Udin, Tawau.

The MTC’s delegation visited the Jawala Plantation Industries Sdn Bhd 

in Sapulut, Nabawan. Jawala is a forest resource company that practices 

sustainable forest management and focuses on industrial tree planting. 

Among the species planted are Laran, Batai, and Khaya ivorensis. 

Mr. Muhtar presenting the MTC’s corporate slides during the dinner and dialogue session with STIA. 

MTC’s delegation visited Focus Lumber Bhd.



Building stronger ties 
with Sarawak’s industry 
players
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) continued its nationwide 

industry engagement with its Roadshow to Sarawak. The roadshow to 

the “Land of the Hornbills” was held from 26 to 28 May 2022. 

The delegation led by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, paid a 

courtesy visit to the Deputy Premier of Sarawak YB Datuk 

Amar Haji Awang Tengah Ali Hasan who is also the Minister of 

International Trade and Investment as well as Sarawak Timber 

Industry Development Corporation (STIDC)’s Chairman, at DUN 

Sarawak Building, Kuching. 

Also present at the meeting was the Permanent Secretary of the 

Ministry of Urban Development & Natural Resources Sarawak 

YBhg. Datu Sr. Zaidi Haji Mahdi, General Manager of STIDC 

YBhg. Datu Haji Hashim Haji Bojet, Deputy Director of Forests 

of Forest Department Sarawak Mr. Jack Anak Liam, Sarawak 

Timber Association (STA)’s CEO Ms. Annie Ting, Assistant 

General Manager of Harwood Timber Sdn Bhd Tuan Haji Abu 

Hassan Yusuf, MTC COO Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman, 

officials from the ministries and agencies as well as MTC 

Leadership Team and staff.

During the Roadshow to Sarawak several engagement sessions were 

held, including a dialogue session with Samling Timber Malaysia 

and STA on 26 and 27 May. Among the issues discussed were on 

Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG), raw material supply, 

the proposed European Deforestation-free Products Regulation, 

human rights, workers’ shortages, anti-dumping updates, 

marketing, and collaboration opportunities.

Aside from the dialogue sessions, MTC’s delegation had the 

opportunities to visit Samling Housing Products Sdn Bhd factory 

in Miri and Subur Tiasa bamboo plantation in Sibu. A networking 

dinner organised by Harwood Timber Sdn Bhd, STIDC and STA was 

also held in Kuching on 26 May. 

MTC has also been actively conducting its nationwide Roadshows 

for potential collaborations in augmenting raw materials from 

Sarawak for timber-based manufacturers in the Peninsular apart 

from sharing the programmes and services that MTC has developed 

to further strengthen the timber industry as one of the key 

contributors to the country’s export revenue. 

Mr. Muhtar presented a token of appreciation to YB Datuk Amar Haji Awang Tengah Ali Hasan, Deputy Premier of Sarawak.
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Madam Noraihan handed MTC’s plaque to Daniel James Tai Hann, Director of Subur 

Tiasa Holdings Berhad after a visit to Subur Tiasa Bamboo Plantation in Sibu.

Mr. Muhtar and Madam Noraihan listen attentively to the explanation given by

Mr. Yap Fui Fook, the General Manager from Samling.
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MTC presenting a token of appreciation to Samling Housing Products Sdn Bhd.

MTC’s delegation visited the proposed Sarawak Furniture Park in Demak Laut.

Among the issues discussed 
were on Environmental, Social, 
and Governance (ESG), raw 
material supply, the proposed 
European Deforestation-free 
Products Regulation,  human 
rights, workers’ shortages, 
anti-dumping updates, 
marketing, and collaboration 
opportunities.  
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MTC takes Roadshow to 
Johor, Kedah & Penang
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) continued its 

nationwide industry engagement with Roadshows in Johor, 

Kedah, and Penang. 

The goal of the Roadshow was to update the industry players 

on MTC’s latest programmes and efforts to further strengthen 

the timber industry. The Roadshow also gives an avenue for the 

Council to build rapport and network with the industry players.

The Roadshow in Johor was from 7-8 June 2022. MTC CEO Mr. 

Muhtar Suhaili led the delegation to Johor Bahru while MTC COO 

Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman led the delegation to Muar, 

accompanied by several members of the MTC’s Leadership Team. 

During the roadshow at both locations, engagement and 

dialogue sessions were organised with the state-level 

associations and timber industry players including the 

Muar Furniture Association (MFA), Batu Pahat Furniture 

Association (BPFA), Johor Bahru Furniture Association 

(JBFA) and Johor Wood Industries Association (JWIA).

The delegation also visited Soon Her Sing Industries (M) Sdn 

Bhd, one of the leading furniture manufacturers in Muar. 

Established in 1992, Soon Her Sing evolved from a small 

furniture maker into a leading exporter with more than 500 

workers and a factory at a 8.01-ha industrial site complete 

with production plants and a warehouse.

The delegation then headed for Kedah and Penang from 

9-12 June 2022.

Dialogue sessions with industry players as well as factory 

visits were held over the four-day period.

Mr. Muhtar (fourth from left) and MTC COO Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman (third from left) 

with JBFA Leadership Team members and two MTC Directors (from right).

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili at the Johor Bahru Furniture Association (JBFA).
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The MTC’s delegation with the staff of Ladang Charok Genting Bunga which is owned by Kumpulan Ladang-Ladang Perbadanan Kedah Sdn Bhd (KLPK).



Dialogue sessions with 
industry players as 
well as factory visits 
were held over the 
four-day period.
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The Council visited the Menteri Besar Kedah Incorporated (MBI 

Kedah) and had meetings with the Kumpulan Ladang-Ladang 

Perbadanan Kedah Sdn Bhd (KLPK) which is the plantation arm 

of the Kedah State Economic Development Corporation (KSEDC) 

and the Charok Genting Bunga Tasik Pedu which plants timber 

latex clones (TLC) for forest plantation purposes.

MTC also visited Besgrade Group Bhd (BG Group) and Pioneer 

OSB Sdn Bhd, which is a subsidiary of Besgrade Plywood Sdn Bhd, 

in Pokok Sena as well as its Kelempayan plantation in Gurun.

BG Group is one of the largest suppliers of plywood for 

the building and construction sector and for the furniture 

manufacturers in the domestic market. Internationally, BG 

Group exports its plywood to Asia, Australia, New Zealand, 

Japan, Europe, the Scandinavian countries, and the Middle East.

In Penang, MTC participated in the Penang Furniture Expo 

(PENFURNEX) 2022 with a booth to promote the Malaysian 

Wood Expo (MWE) 2022. MWE 2022 is scheduled to take place 

from 20 to 22 November this year.

PENFURNEX, which is a premier home furnishing exhibition, 

was held at the Spice Arena in Penang from 10-12 June 2022.  It 

is an annual event organized by the Penang Furniture & Timber 

Industry Association (PFTIA) which serves as a platform for 

furniture entrepreneurs in the northern region to showcase 

their latest furniture and furnishing designs. 

Mr. Muhtar speaking with an exhibitor at Penfurnex Home Expo.

Mr. Muhtar handing over MTC’s plaque to Mr. Pek Woei Shyong, Executive Director of 

Besgrade Plywood Sdn Bhd.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili receiving a token of appreciation from Tuan Haji 

Muhammad Sobri Osman, CEO of Menteri Besar Kedah Incorporated (MBI).

MTC COO Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman receiving a token of appreciation from 

Acmi Group, a subsidiary of Soon Her Sing Industries (M) Sdn Bhd.

Mr. Muhtar (third from left) handing over MTC’s plaque to a representative from PFTIA.
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MTC Engagement Session 
on EUDR’s impact on 
the Malaysian timber 
industry 
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) organised an engagement 

session together with Ridens Public Affairs, MTC’s appointed 

public relations agency based in Europe on the proposed 

European Union Deforestation-free Products Regulation 

(EUDR) on 19 May 2022. 

The session deliberated on the ongoing development of the 

EUDR, its possible impacts on the Malaysian timber trade, 

the structure of the European Parliament and its legislative 

processes as well as the proposed Malaysian timber industry’s 

Position Paper on EUDR.

The proposed regulation also introduces mandatory due diligence 

rules on companies to ensure that only compliant commodities 

and products enter the EU market. The regulation would repeal 

the EU Timber Regulation, which already imposes mandatory due 

diligence rules on EU timber traders. Companies producing or 

selling commodities products in the EU or exporting them need 

to look closely at the far-ranging implications and obligations that 

are likely to be imposed.

MTC together with the industry members discussing the possible impact of EUDR towards the Malaysian timber industry.

The meeting was chaired by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili and 

there was also a briefing by the Managing Director of Ridens, Mr. 

Maurits Bruggink. 

The session was attended by representatives from the Ministry of 

Natural Resources and Environment (KeTSA), Malaysian Timber 

Industry Board (MTIB), Malaysian Timber Certification Council 

(MTCC), Forestry Department Peninsular Malaysia (JPSM), 

Malaysian Timber Association (MTA), and its representatives 

from the Peninsular Malaysia, i.e. Malaysian Wood Industries 

Association (MWIA), Timber Exporters Association of Malaysia 

(TEAM), Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery Council 

(MWMJC), Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association 

(MPMA), Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) and the Association 

of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber & Furniture Entrepreneurs 

(PEKA). Representatives from Sabah and Sarawak included the 

Timber Association of Sabah (TAS) and the Sarawak Timber 

Association (STA). Also present was Ms. Aimi Lee Abdullah who is 

MTC’s Advisor on Sustainability Issues.
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YB Minister (second from right) with the Deputy Minister of Economic Diplomacy and 

Openness H.E. Mr. Konstantinos Fragkogiannis. With them are Madam Hajah Norrida 

and Mr. Muhtar (left).

Timber goods promo    
in Greece, Italy
Yang Berhormat Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin, Minister 

of Plantation Industries and Commodities led a Business Trade 

and Technical Mission to Greece from 30 May to 1 June 2022 as 

part of MPIC’s ongoing efforts to promote and increase trade of 

the country’s agri-commodity products, including timber and 

timber products, globally.

The mission was organised by the Malaysian Timber Council 

(MTC) together with the Ministry of Plantation Industries and 

Commodities (MPIC). 

The mission to Greece included a courtesy visit to the Minister of 

Rural Development and Agriculture H.E. Mr. Georgios Georgantas 

and Deputy Minister of Economic Diplomacy and Openness H.E. 

Mr. Konstantinos Fragkogiannis. 

Several engagement sessions with industry captains, including a 

roundtable discussion with the Greek Timber Association and the 

Greek Wooden Frame Association were held during the mission. 

Dinner with the Malaysian diaspora in Greece was also held.

The delegation went on factories visits to TimberSA Wood Trade, a 

leading importer of timber; Serwood Company, a premium wood 

construction company; and Roussetos Parquet Industry which is a 

major distributor and dealer of timber flooring products.

Also present on this ministerial mission were the Malaysian 

Ambassador to Romania, Bulgaria, Greece and Moldova H.E. YM 

Tengku Dato’ Sirajuzzaman Tengku Mohamed Ariffin, Malaysian 

Honorary Consul in Greece Dr. Savvas Tzanis, MTC Chairman 

Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, 

Director of International Business Development Division – Cluster 

1 (IBDD C1) Mr. Tan Ting Wai and Head of MTC Europe Regional 

Office Mr. Gopinathan Tanikudy. 

MTC delegation then continued their mission to Italy until 3 June 

2022 where they were received by the Malaysian Ambassador to 

Italy H.E. Mr. Abdul Malik Melvin Castelino Anthony and Embassy 

officials in Rome.

YB Minister (third from right) presenting a token of appreciation to the Minister of 

Rural Development and Agriculture H.E. Mr. Georgios Georgantas (second from left). 

The Chairman meeting Mr. Pietro Oieni, Head of Unit of Forestry Division of the

Italian Ministry of Agriculture (second from right).

The roundtable discussion with the Greek Timber Association and the Greek Wooden 

Frame Association.
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MTC returns to IndiaWood 
Exhibition 2022
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) participated in the 

12th edition of IndiaWood 2022 which was held from 2-6 

June 2022 at the Bangalore International Exhibition Centre, 

Bangalore, India. The event, organized by NurnbergMesse 

and supported by the European Federation of Woodworking 

Machinery Manufacturers (EUMABOIS) covered wood-

working machinery, fittings, hardware, accessories for 

furniture and kitchen, sawntimber, panel products, flooring, 

doors, and wood composite products.

IndiaWood attracted visitors from across the country and its 

neighboring countries such as Sri Lanka, Maldives, Bangladesh, 

Nepal, Bhutan, and the Middle East. The five-day event centered 

upon important aspects of the woodworking industry such 

as innovation, automation, carpentry, skills upgrading, and 

digitalisation with its objective to enhance the Indian furniture 

manufacturing and the woodworking industry.

This highly anticipated event brought together top industry 

players including sawmillers, timber traders, architects, builders, 

interior designers, developers, distributors, dealers, and 

manufacturers of furniture and kitchen products.

India’s furniture market is expected to cross USD$27 billion 

by the end of the year 2025. Factors contributing to the 

growth of India’s furniture market include the increasing 

income of the middle-class population, rising disposable 

incomes, and an increasing number of urban households. 
MTC’s staff attending to enquiries from the visitors.

Some of the visitors at MTC’s booth.

The event has evolved as one of the biggest woodworking industries 

show in the region covering about 64,000 square metres of exhibition 

space with country pavilions from Germany, USA, Canada, Turkey, 

Malaysia, Finland, Estonia, Taiwan, and Gabon.

Aside from MTC, the other companies that participated in the exhibition 

included the American Hardwood Export Council, Aadhunik Wood 

Working Machinery, EGGER Wood Products, Syktyvkar Plywood Mill 

Ltd., Ceylon Plywood Manufacturers Association, Bingaman & Son 

Lumber, AGT panels, amongst others.

MTC occupied a total space of 21 square metres and the promotional booth 

was manned by the South Asia Regional Head Mr. Arif Nasir together with 

the International Business Development (Cluster 2) Executive, Ms. Nur 

Adelin Mohd Haris.

 

Products such as sawntimber, MDF, HDF, laminated scantling, veneers, 

and plywood made from Mersawa, Keruing, Kempas, Chengal, Red 

Meranti, and Balau were displayed. Information materials such as MTC 

brochures, Malaysian timber manufacturers, and trade associations 

contact details were also disseminated at the exhibition.



Discovering market 
potentials in South Africa
In conjunction with WoodEX for Africa 2022, the Malaysian 

Timber Council (MTC) led by MTC Chairman Madam Hajah 

Norrida Yusoff organised a Marketing Mission to Johannesburg, 

South Africa, from 5-11 June 2022.

WoodEX for Africa was held at the Gallagher Convention Centre 

from 7-9 June 2022, alongside with the second edition of the Deck 

& Flooring Expo and co-located with Africa’s biggest construction 

expo, the Big 5 Construct Southern Africa, previously known as 

African Construction Expo.

The mission aimed to promote and generate interests on Malaysian 

timber and timber-based products, particularly in South Africa 

as well as connect industry players from both countries and 

keeping abreast with the latest industry trends while establishing 

new business contacts. A B2B Networking Session with the 

South African timber industry players garnered an impressive 

USD500,000 in potential sales.

The MTC delegation was also represented by International 

Business Development Division - Cluster 2 (IBDD-C2) Director Mr. 

Khairul Anwar, the Commodity Integrated Marketing Company 

(CIMC) & Africa Regional Representative Mr. Abdul Hadi Ismail 

and MTC Market Correspondent for South Africa, Mauritius, and 

African Region, Mr. Georges Koo Seen Lin.

Earlier, MTC had also hosted an Industry Dialogue titled “An 

Overview of Timber Industry in South Africa - Pre- and Post-

Pandemic” on 17 May 2022. The virtual dialogue was a prelude to 

the Marketing Mission to South Africa.

The dialogue session began with MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili 

delivering his welcoming remarks where he highlighted the 

importance of the South African market to Malaysia and hoped 

that the industry members will gain from the insights provided 

by the speakers.

Sharing on-the-ground trade information were Mr. David 

Shaw, the Director, and Consultant of Numill Marketing, 

Timbermu, and Barksdale Trading, and Mr. Terry Andrews, 

the Managing Director of Panel and Pane Joinery. Mr. Shaw 

has been involved in the timber industry since 1994 and 

has extensive experience, especially in timber procurement. 

Whereas Mr. Andrews is a specialist in joinery products based 

in Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa, and is an advisor for the local 

government and industry matters.

Both speakers shared details on the timber trade performance, 

trends and demand, opportunities and challenges of the timber 

and timber-based industry including sawntimber, wood-based 

panel products, and wooden furniture in South Africa, especially 

during the pre- and post-COVID-19 pandemic.

The dialogue was moderated by MTC’s CIMC & Africa Regional 

representative Mr. Abdul Hadi Ismail with the assistance of 

MTC Market Correspondence for South Africa, Mauritius, and 

Africa Region Mr. Georges Koo Seen Lin. Also present at the 

session was MTC International Business Development Division 

– Cluster 2 Director Mr. Khairul Anwar. There was a total of 50 

participants who joined the virtual dialogue.

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff (in green scarf) with industry 

members and MTC staff at WoodEX for Africa 2022
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MTC’s representatives together with the speakers during the dialogue session.
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MoA 
expands 

E-Penfurnex
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC), Malaysian Wood Industries 

Association (MWIA) and the Penang Furniture & Timber Industry 

Association (PFTIA) signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) on 

20 May 2022 at MTC’s headquarters in Kuala Lumpur to expand the 

E-Penfurnex programme for the development of a mobile app on both 

iOS and Android to further enhance the marketing campaign of the 

platform known as E-Penfurnex Online Marketplace.

The MoA was signed by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, MWIA President 

Mr. Goh Chee Yew and PFTIA President Mr. Mah Kong Yeow.

With many still recovering from the perils of the COVID-19 

pandemic, there is a need for new retail strategies and E-Penfurnex 

Online was developed to assist PFTIA members specifically and the 

industry as a whole to conduct businesses digitally and to accelerate 

the industry’s migration onto e-commerce. 

There was also a presentation on E-Penfurnex by PFTIA Operation 

Manager Ms. Karyn Low. The MoA signing was witnessed by MTC’s 

Board of Trustees Mr George Yap and Dato’ Indera Mohd Ridza 

Awang together with representatives from MWIA, the Malaysian 

Furniture Council (MFC), MTC’s Leadership Team and staff.

Exploring 
Kenyan 
market

After a successful marketing mission in South Africa, the Malaysian 

Timber Council (MTC) continued its Market Research and Business 

Visit to the Republic of Kenya from 10 to 14 June 2022, to explore 

business opportunities for Malaysian timber-based manufacturers, 

build rapport and network with the Kenyan timber industry players.

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff led the delegation to 

the Sub-Saharan Africa where several meetings were held including 

with the Charge d’ Affaires ad interim, High Commission of Malaysia 

Nairobi, Ms. Fatin Zafirah Haris, MATRADE Marketing Officer Mr. 

Titus Kavisi Maluki, The Property Show Host and Producer Ms. Nancy 

Muthoni and Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

(KNCCI) COO Patrick Nyangweso and Business Development and 

Membership Manager Virginia Waruingi.

MTC also visited the Kenya International Trade Exhibition (KITE) 

2022, one of the largest international trade exhibitions in Africa for 

multi-sector products, equipment, and machinery.

Joining MTC Chairman on this visit were MTC International 

Business Development Division - Cluster 2 (IBDD-C2) Director Mr. 

Khairul Anwar and MTC’s CIMC & Africa Regional Representative 

Mr. Abdul Hadi Ismail.

 The MoA signed between MWIA, MTC and PFTIA.

The MTC delegation with the Founder and CEO of the Property Show with Nancy, 

Nancy Muthoni.

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff (centre) with members of the Kenya 

National Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Nairobi.

The MoA was signed by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili (centre), MWIA President

Mr. Goh Chee Yew (left) and PFTIA President Mr. Mah Kong Yeow.



Seeking new    
ventures in UAE
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) hosted a Virtual Industry 

Dialogue titled “Construction In UAE – Understanding The Timber 

Requirements of UAE’s Construction Project” on 26 May 2022. 

The dialogue focused on the current trends, opportunities, and 

market potential for timber as a building material in the United 

Arab Emirates (UAE), as well as understanding the requirements of 

the real estate and construction sectors for timber-based projects in 

the UAE.

MTC Head of Administration Mr. Faizal Shah delivered the 

welcoming remarks on behalf of MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili. He 

said due to its growing popularity and influence in the timber trade 

and construction sectors in the region, the UAE stands out as an 

important partner for Malaysia. 

Closer cooperation with UAE counterparts will enhance access to 

newer markets not just in the UAE but in the entire Middle East 

region for Malaysian manufacturers.

The presenters were Consultant HSS Dubai, Senior Project Manager 

Mr. Hussein K. Basma, Principal Architects Mr. Hani El-Fakhry, and 

Principal Engineer Mr. Abdul Rahman Baharuddin.

Mr. Abdul Rahman started the session with a briefing on the 

potential opportunities for the Dubai construction market valued 

at more than USD130 billion, whilst sharing views on upcoming 

mega projects in Dubai. 

Mr. Hani spoke on the use of wood in UAE’s architecture 

and building designs while Mr. Hussein highlighted the legal 

requirements of the authorities in Dubai, especially for those who 

were keen to become suppliers in the UAE construction sector.

The dialogue was moderated by MTC’s Regional Representative for 

the Middle East and Central Asia, Mr. Mursyid Al-Amien. There 

were about 50 participants from the timber associations and other 

related industries in the virtual dialogue session.

The speakers from HSS Dubai gave much hope to local industry players.

HAPPENINGS
20May-June 2022 Timber Malaysia



MTC’s first dialogue  
with Jordan
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) organised its first virtual 

dialogue with counterparts in Jordan on 16 June 2022. The dialogue 

called “Woodworking in Jordan – Updates from A Trader and A 

Designer’s Perspective” is part of several online engagements that 

MTC has been organizing through the Regional Office for the Middle 

East and Central Asia.

The speakers - Al-Essami General Manager Mr. Yahia Saidi and 

Interior Design Studio Managing Partner and Director of Design Mr. 

Charles Glain – shared their insights on Jordan’s timber trade and 

furniture imports.

Mr. Glain shared his views on how Malaysian manufacturers can 

expand their market share with existing timber species as well as 

introduce lesser-known timber species into the market. The session 

also played an important role in improving awareness of Malaysia’s 

timber products.

There was a demand for more decorative and fancy melamine 

as well as paper overlaid fibreboards, low-cost and high-end 

furniture, blockboard, thin hardcore plywood, and sawntimber.

Apart from the growing demand for timber-based products, 

Jordan is also an important transit point for exports into 

countries like Syria, Iraq, and the West Bank.

Present at the session were MTC COO Madam Noraihan 

Abdul Rahman, who delivered the welcoming remarks on 

behalf of MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, and International 

Business Development Division (Cluster 2) Director Mr. 

Khairul Anwar. The dialogue was moderated by MTC 

Regional Head for the Middle East and Central Asia Ms. 

Roshan Clarice and was attended by about 30 participants 

from timber associations in Malaysia.

HAPPENINGS
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Introducing lesser-known species into the market was one of the topics of discussion.
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Market visit to Indonesia 
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) organised a market visit 

to Indonesia from 15 to 17 June 2022 in conjunction with the 

MEGABUILD Indonesia 2022 which was held from 16 to 19 June 

2022 at the Jakarta Convention Centre (JCC), Jakarta, Indonesia. 

The purpose of the market visit was to touch base and reconnect 

with counterparts and timber-related organisations after two 

years of disrupted global economic activity due to the COVID-19 

pandemic as well as to acquire the latest market trends and 

developments in Indonesia. 

The visit was also organised to promote the Malaysian Wood 

Expo (MWE) 2022 which will be held from 20 - 22 November 

2022 at the Malaysia International Trade and Exhibition Centre 

(MITEC), Kuala Lumpur. MWE is an international wood and 

woodworking machinery event jointly organised by MTC and 

Panels & Furniture Group. Since the first inaugural MWE held 

in 2019, the expo has gained interest and momentum as the 

platform for top exhibitors to gather from around the world.

MTC also visited timber-related companies while visiting the 

MEGABUILD Indonesia including CV Agung Jaya Lestari (Muzi 

Parquet), a company specialising in the wood flooring business, 

PT Ubin Kayu, an Indonesia solid wooden flooring manufacturer 

and exporter, as well as PT Sura Indah Wood Industries (SIWI 

Door), a manufacturer of wooden building materials and 

furniture such as doors, mouldings, stairs, and wall paneling 

based in the East Java.

The three-day market and business visit was a fruitful visit 

as the stakeholders that MTC visited showed keen interest in 

supporting MWE 2022 by assisting to circulate the information 

to their counterparts and stakeholders in Indonesia. 

The total exports of Malaysian timber and timber-related 

products to Indonesia recorded an increase of 50.3% or USD2.63 

billion in 2021 as compared to the previous year (USD1.75 

billion). The top five timber and timber-related products exported 

to Indonesia in 2021 were fiberboard (USD10.7 million), wooden 

furniture (USD6.5 million), particleboard (USD4.5 million), 

sawntimber (USD2.6 million), and BJC (USD0.9 million). 

MTC held a courtesy visit to the Indonesia Furniture Industry and Handicraft

Association (ASMINDO).

Kantor Kamar Dagang dan Industri (KADIN) handed a token of appreciation to MTC.MTC visited the Asosiasi Panel Kayu Indonesia (APKINDO).

The market visit was led by Market Promotion and Product 

Development (MPPD) Senior Manager Ms. Jennyfer Lee and 

accompanied by MPPD Senior Executive Mr. Shafik Zainuddi. They 

met trade-related association members including the Indonesia 

Furniture Industry and Handicraft Association (ASMINDO), 

Malaysia External Trade Development Corporation (MATRADE) 

Jakarta, Kantor Kamar Dagang dan Industri (KADIN), and 

Asosiasi Panel Kayu Indonesia (APKINDO).

The total exports of 
Malaysian timber and 
timber-related products 
to Indonesia recorded 
an increase of 50.3% or 
USD2.63 billion in 2021 as 
compared to the previous 
year (USD1.75 billion). 
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Leading regional and global timber industry players will converge on 

Kuala Lumpur at the Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE 2022) to showcase 

wood and woodworking machinery.

MWE is jointly organised by the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) 

and Panels & Furniture Group. Since its inception in 2019, MWE has 

gained interest and momentum as the platform for top exhibitors to 

gather from around the world. 

The first edition had attracted 135 renowned exhibitors from 22 

countries and was attended by more than 3,000 visitors. MWE 2022 

will continue to bring together international suppliers and buyers 

of timber products and woodworking machinery to congregate, 

network, and facilitate business exchanges.  

To kickstart the second edition of MWE, a soft launch was held 

at the Malaysia Pavilion in Expo 2022 Dubai on 24 January 2022 

which was officiated by YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin, 

Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC).

MWE 2022 will be held from 20-22 November 2022 at the Malaysia 

International Trade and Exhibition Centre (MITEC) in Kuala 

Lumpur. This event offers up to 12,000 square metres of exhibition 

space and participating exhibitors would get the opportunity to 

position themselves as sophisticated providers of goods and services 

to the targeted industry audience. 

This premier event for the timber industry in this region is expected 

to attract importers, exporters, manufacturers, consultants, 

architects, engineers, and industry captains. There will also be 

pocket talks and business matching sessions. 

Get in touch with us today and be part of this exciting get-together. For enquiry, contact us at: info@malaysianwoodexpo.com.my 

Malaysian Wood Expo returns!

MWE 2022
– An Event Not-to-Be-Missed



INTRODUCING 

MTC’s High Impact Project 
(HIP) – A revolution 
towards IR4.0
Among the challenges faced by the Malaysian timber industry, 

which is known as a labour-intensive industry, is its high 

dependency on foreign workers. This hinders industrial 

productivity and its ability in adopting high technology.

Malaysia looks forward to Industry Revolution 4.0 (IR 4.0) to boost 

its productivity growth. The introduction of IR4.0 in Malaysia sets 

to increase the number of high-skilled workers in the workforce in 

order to strengthen the readiness of enterprises to take advantage of 

the digital economy. 

To encourage automated timber processing, the Malaysian Timber 

Council (MTC) introduced the Financial Incentive for High Impact 

Project (HIP) to encourage domestic investments in new production 

lines with modern technologies for upgrading manufacturing facilities 

and business expansion or diversification of products. 

This comes under one of MTC’s goals in its Five-Year Roadmap (2019-

2023) which aims to drive the timber industry towards implementing 

smart manufacturing and IR4.0 to enhance the industry’s 

competitiveness with a more responsive and efficient operation. 
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INTRODUCING 

From an industrial perspective, the successful transformation of the 

Malaysian wood-based sector into a value-added export-oriented sector 

became the envy of many nations, and the Malaysian model has been 

extensively studied and replicated elsewhere to spur industrial growth. 

Eligibility 

Shall be a member of any one of the six timber associations, 

namely, Malaysian Wood Industries Association (MWIA), Timber 

Exporters’ Association of Malaysia (TEAM), Malaysian Panel-

Products Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA), Malaysian Wood 

Moulding & Joinery Council (MWMJC), Malaysian Furniture 

Council (MFC), and the Association of Malaysian Bumiputra 

Timber & Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA). 

The company must be based in Peninsular Malaysia, installed with 

wood-based manufacturing facilities, and in operation for at least 

three years.

 Must be involved in sawmilling or production of value-added  

 timber products.

 Must be a majority Malaysian-owned company   

 (i.e., with at least 51% of Malaysian shareholding).

 For companies with common shareholders, only one 

 company may  apply.

Each company is eligible for one successful application.

Ongoing projects where the production line, equipment, or system 

has been installed or in operation are not eligible to apply.

Companies that have received any grant or subsidy for the proposed 

project from other government or government-linked agencies are 

not eligible for this incentive.

Domestic investment in new 
production lines(s) with modern 
technologies for upgrading 
manufacturing facilities and 
business expansion.

Implementation of smart 
manufacturing and Industry 4.0 
enables technologies to enhance 
the industry’s competitiveness 
with a more responsive and 
efficient operation. 

HIP is introduced to encourage:

Objectives

•

•

25

Benefit of MTC’s High Impact Project (HIP)

Through the HIP programme, companies that meet the guidelines are 

entitled to receive reimbursement of:

• SMEs: 15% of the total investment with a minimum investment   

 of RM700,000 limited to a maximum of RM150,000 per company  

 or group of companies.

• Non-SMEs: 10% of the total investment with a minimum 

 investment of RM700,000 limited to a maximum of RM150,000 

 per company or group of companies.
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•

•

•

•

•

For more information on MTC’s High Impact Project (HIP), please log onto 

http://iap.mtc.com.my/article.jsp?id=593d670d-a0000040-4cfe66b6-4182bc0f 

 The implementation of smart manufacturing and Industry 4.0 (I4.0) enables 

technologies to enhance the industry’s competitiveness with a more responsive 

approach to improving efficiency and staying relevant in the face of increasing 

international competition.  Smart manufacturing solutions bring a paradigm 

shift to the manufacturing and production landscapes by creating highly 

digitalized and automation systems to provide high operational efficiency

and connectivity. 



Kinsha’s booth at the Malaysian International Furniture Fair (MIFF) 2019.

SUCCESS STORIES 

Kinsha goes digital

A registered member of the Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC), 

Kinsha Works Sdn Bhd is one of the beneficiaries of MTC’s Digital 

Marketing Entrepreneurship Programme (DMEP). Based in Sungai 

Buloh, Selangor, Kinsha Works is a company with expertise in 

manufacturing office chairs and sofas which was established in 2009. 

With over 20 staff in the company, Kinsha Works’ products are 

exported to over 40 countries. The major markets include America, 

Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe, and Oceania region. They 

also have dealers in other countries and their main targets are 

office and home-office users.

Director Mr. Eugene Lee said that their product speciality lies in 

the durability of its materials, upholstery workmanship, colour 

variation, and ergonomic seats. Kinsha provides higher seats for 

markets outside Asia, to meet the seating ergonomics. In addition, 

there is flexibility in customising their products according to the 

customers’ specifications, where some of the chairs are designed in 

larger sizes for western regions, which are rarely promoted in Asian 

countries, and are covered up to five years of warranty. 

The chairs are manufactured using bent plywood with crafted solid 

wood for the arms, and some of their star base chairs were made 

from timber. To push the quality of their products higher, Kinsha 

began to collaborate with foreign designers. Currently, 85% of 

its products are for the export market while the remaining 15% 

for local end-users. Kinsha also intends to increase its domestic 

market ratio via e-commerce.

“We have been exporting for over a decade with our brand name, 

Kinsha, and it is time to introduce our quality products directly to 

our domestic market via business-to-consumer (B2C) e-commerce. 

We realise that our brand will become more splendid, and it can build 

confidence in the international buyers to become our dealers if we are 

able to dominate the Malaysian local market. Thus, we have built an 

e-store within a year for a good shopping experience and this website 

was launched in May 2022”, said Mr. Lee.

 “This e-store has a clean interface, product information details, a 

live chat box to answer shoppers’ enquiries, discount code, and in 

addition to that, we give free shipping to buyers in West Malaysia. 

We also have our showroom open for shoppers to try the chairs 

before they purchase our products” Mr. Lee added. As a beneficiary 

of DMEP’s programme, Mr. Lee said that he knew about this 

programme during the Malaysian movement control order (MCO). At 

that time, Kinsha was in the initial stage of preparing its e-commerce 

website and he knew that he needed to participate in this programme 

to boost his knowledge in digital marketing. 

Taking into account the change in consumer behaviour to rely more 

on digital technology and social media, DMEP was initiated by MTC 

in June 2021 with classes commencing in August the same year 

to provide targeted training and coaching programmes to timber 

companies. The programme aims to inculcate digital marketing 

strategies such as marketing via content, email, social media, as well 

as e-commerce and websites among the timber industry players.
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SUCCESS STORIES 
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One of Kinsha’s products.

Kinsha also produces commercial sofas.

Mr. Lee pointed out that the need for knowledge in digital 

marketing has become more crucial due to the impact of the 

Covid-19 pandemic on businesses, where physical marketing has 

become more difficult to conduct.

“Hence, DMEP helps timber industry players to better understand 

virtual platforms and processes to get into the digital sphere. By 

joining this programme, it helped us to expand our minds from 

doing B2B to B2C business and move into e-commerce platforms. 

We realised that there was so much to learn in DMEP, and products 

need to have a good marketing platform to reach the target buyers 

effectively. We are in the midst of applying what we have learned 

from the programme”, said Mr. Lee. 

“If I were to rate the effectiveness of this programme, I will give five 

stars to DMEP as it is an excellent, and practical programme for 

SMEs to break through their traditional ways of handling business. 

I would encourage timber industry players to participate in this 

programme”, added Mr. Lee.
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“We have been exporting 

for over a decade 

with our brand name, 

Kinsha, and it is time 

to introduce our quality 

products directly to our 

domestic market via 

business-to-consumer 

(B2C) e-commerce.”   

said Mr. Lee.Some of the office furnitures manufactured by Kinsha.



SUCCESS STORIES 

A passion fueled since young and a knack for creating beautiful 

pieces of art led founder of Diverse Integrated Sdn Bhd, Mr 

S.G. Tan to set up his picture frame manufacturing business. 

Almost two decades later, Diverse Integrated (DI) has fostered 

partnership with more than 15 companies from America and 

Europe, among others. DI provides one of the most unique and 

diverse frame designs to meet the ever-changing taste of its 

customers. Much of DI’s exports goes to the US.

Currently, a total of 

77 companies have 

registered for MTC’s EPIP 

programme. More than 20 

engineers from the second 

and third batch of trainees 

have been successfully 

placed in timber-based 

factories nationwide. 

EPIP success in 
Diverse Integrated  

While consistently providing the top-of-the-range frames, 

Tan has also successfully transferred his lifelong skills to his 

team which has designed more than a thousand frames with a 

wide array of finishing that showcase superior workmanship.

DI which uses mainly Radiata Pine for its frames, not only 

focuses on creating exclusive designs but also ensures that 

skilled manpower takes charge of its production line.  

“This is one of the reasons we participated in MTC’s Engineer 

Placement and Internship Programme (EPIP)” said its Group 

Administrator Ms. Adelinn Tan.

EPIP is one of MTC’s flagship programmes that aims to 

facilitate small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and non-SMEs 

in employing professional technical personnel to develop their 

career in the timber industry. It is also a part of human capital 

readiness in technology adoption towards IR4.0.

MTC launched this programme last year and engineer 

Muhammad Izzat Harun was part of MTC’s first batch of 

trainees. 

“He was keen to learn and performed well during his training 

and we decided to offer fulltime employment to Izzat,” said 

Ms. Adelinn.

Currently, a total of 77 companies have registered for MTC’s 

EPIP. More than 20 engineers from the second and third 

batch of trainees have been successfully placed in timber-

based factories nationwide while 47 interns are being 

upskilled by experienced supervisors. 
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Putting the shine in frames at Diverse Integrated.

Muhammad Izzat Harun (standing) is one of the first engineers absorbed into the company.
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Creating a piece of frame is truly a work of art. Frames being designed to precision. 
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DIVERSE FRAMES 
Diverse Integrated is well-known for developing out-of-the-ordinary designs for its picture frames that would make any photograph stands out. 

Below are some of its picture frames:

Contemporary Classic
Eccentric and trendy-looking 

mouldings with delicate 

finishing that are excellent 

matches for any modern 

artwork.

Decorative Gliding
Endless range of colour 

combinations with hand-applied 

subtle tones, gently brushed 

or washed, creating uniquely 

textured finishes.

Distressed Mallaca
This unique antique-look finishing 

is the outcome of multiple layers 

of hand-brushed assorted colours 

over the hand-distressed moulding, 

inspired by the beauty of historic 

sites in Melaka.

Hand Gliding
This magnificent moulding is 

created by skilful artisans. The 

multilayered colorant patina 

is gently applied over the hand 

leafed gold and silver mouldings 

to create a stunning final finish.

Hand Oxidized Patina
The rustic and aged-look 

finishing given to beautifully 

crafted mouldings are the 

signature artwork of skilful 

artisans.

Traditional Classic
Wide range of ornate designs, 

uniquely hand-finished to 

achieve everlasting beauties.

Veneer
This remarkable moulding 

embraces the beauty of different 

veneers with delicate profile 

patterns to create a warm and 

awesome look.

Wood Tone
The rich natural wood 

finishing ranging from walnut, 

mahogany, black to cherry 

with various textures on 

the contemporary or classic 

moulding are perfect matches 

for all seasons of artwork.



WHP2H EVENT

Relishing safe Hari Raya 
celebrations
The Malaysian Timber Council’s (MTC) Work Hard, Play Hard 

and Pray Hard (WHP2H) Committee organised MTC’s Hari Raya 

Aidilfitri Celebration on 20 May 2022 at MTC’s headquarters. 

MTC’s Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff and CEO Mr. Muhtar 

Suhaili delivered their welcoming remarks at the event.

Mr. Muhtar spoke about the goodness that came with the fasting 

month as he wished everyone “Selamat Hari Raya”. He also shared 

information on the Council’s performance in the first quarter 

where 92% of the first quarter’s programmes were completed 

compared to 2021, where MTC only managed to complete 87% of 

the programmes. 

Madam Hajah Norrida, in her speech, shared some of the actions 

that needed to be taken by MTC and the timber industry based on 

her recent visit to the USA and UK which was led by the Minister 

of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) YB Datuk Hajah 

Zuraida Kamaruddin. The Chairman also echoed the sentiments 

of the CEO about the importance of Ramadan and Syawal as she 

extended her well wishes.

Apart from the Hari Raya do, the birthdays of staff who were born 

in the months of May and June were also celebrated. A farewell to 

MTC’s Head of Internal Audit Division Ms. Andrea Lim was also 

held during the event. 

The gathering was attended by the MTC’s Board of Trustees 

(BoT), secretariats of the timber associations, and MTC’s staff. 

The guests were also entertained by the Sri Kenchana Angklung 

performers which came from Kuala Selangor. This is MTC’s first 

physical Hari Raya Aidilfitri celebration since the start of the 

pandemic in early 2020.
Madam Hajah Norrida together with Mr. Muhtar presenting a wooden plaque to 

Ms. Andrea. 

Birthday celebration for staff that were born in May and June.
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MTC’s Board of Trustees together with MTC’s staff happily celebrating Hari Raya.



The guests were entertained by the Sri Kenchana Angklung performance.

Mr. Muhtar spoke 

about the goodness 

that came with the 

fasting month as 

he wished everyone 

“Selamat Hari Raya”.

Winners for the best dress: Ahmad Kamal Ariffin (left) and Rohayu Razali (right) with 

Madam Hajah Norrida (centre).

MTC’s staff networking with the industry members at the event.

WHP2H EVENT

The MTC’s Board of Trustees chatting and enjoying their meals. 
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Special Report: 
The Circular Economy: 
Concept, Importance   
and Benefits
The original concept of the circular flow for production is not 

new as the concept appears as early as 1966 in the book by 

Kenneth E. Boulding, who explains that we should be in a 

“cyclical” system of production.

The term “circular economy” appeared for the first time in 1988 

in “The Economics of Natural Resources”, and soon after, it 

was used by Pearce and Turner to describe an economic system 

where waste at extraction, production and consumption stages 

is turned into inputs. Due to the economic development and the 

growing importance of dealing with limited or scarce resources, 

this term became a highlight in economic discourses and had 

evolved into an economic concept and integrated into action 

plans, especially in efficiency concept and on dealing with 

environmental issues.

By looking at the theoretical concept of the term from an 

economic standpoint, circular economy can be defined as a 

model that combines both production and consumption and be 

aligned with the three principles of the model.
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Much of circular economy is about maximising input, minimising waste, enhancing the logevity 

of a product and reducing carbon emissions.



Source: Tontoton
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Circular economy very much contradicts traditional linear 

economy. In a linear economy, raw material or natural resources 

are manufactured and turned into products that, at the end 

of the day are destined to become waste, or in the simplest 

chronology - “take, make, waste”. On the other hand, circular 

economy emphasises on “slowing” and “narrowing” the flow 

of material by minimising input used, reuse, share, repair, 

refurbish, remanufacture and recycle to create minimal waste, 

pollution and carbon emissions while ensuring one’s product to 

have longevity in usage and functions.

Traditional Linear Economy vs 

Circular Economy
The Three Principles of 

Circular Economy:

No doubt circular economy brings a lot of benefits, but the world’s community seems to be far from fully switching into it as it requires massive 

systemic changes. Thus, to achieve a true circular economy, it will require great efforts by individuals, businesses, and governments.

As for the benefits of practising circular economy, corporate arguments in favour of circular economy are that the model could secure the supply of 

raw materials, reduce the price volatility of inputs, control costs, reduce spills and waste, extend the life cycle of products, serve new segments of 

customers, and generate long-term shareholder value. 

Benefits of Circular Economy?

TIMBER MARKET UPDATE
May-June 2022 Timber Malaysia

This new economic theory has pushed for a new economic development termed as circular development which aims to build a sustainable society 

based on recyclable and renewable resources to protect society from waste and to be able to form a model that is no longer considering resources as 

infinite. 

As a summary, in practice, circular economy implies reducing waste to a minimum. When a product reaches the end of its life, its materials are kept 

within the economy wherever possible. These can be productively used again and again, thereby creating further value. Even wastes that could not 

be further recycled could be processed again in the future once technological advancement allows the waste to be safely and more efficiently reused.

To wrap this discussion, the Australian Sustainable Hardwood (ASH) has introduced an example of timber circular economy to provide an idea of 

how the circular economy concept could be applied to the timber industry.



Wood and the circular economy
Wood offers significant advantages in the circular 

economy. Wood products have an environmental benefit 

from being able to sequester carbon. They don’t take 

a huge amount of input energy to produce—trees are 

grown by sunlight and manufacturing can be powered 

using renewable biomass. Wood is a naturally renewable, 

reusable, and biodegradable material. From this view, 

sustainably harvested and manufactured naturally 

renewable products fit well into the circular economy.

In essence, resource efficiency is an important aspect of the 

timber industry’s circular economy. Once trees are harvested, 

they are replanted and regenerated to ensure continued 

availability of the best possible renewable resource for the 

future generations.
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Timber
circular economy

Source: https://ash.com.au/blog/timbers-circular-economy/



Timber Trade Performance
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Export: RM7.37 bil. (80.95%)

Import: RM2.71 bil. (92.41%)

PENINSULAR

Export: RM1.29bil. (14.12%)

Import: RM0.17 bil. (5.77%)
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Export: RM0.45 bil. (4.93%)

Import: RM0.05 bil. (1.82%)
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Wooden Furniture (RM4.26 bil.,46.78%)

Plywood (RM1.25 bil.,  13.68%)

Sawntimber (RM0.93 bil., 10.24%)

BJC (RM0.46 bil., 5.04%)

Fibreboard (RM0.32bil., 3.47%)

Mouldings (RM 0.32 bil., 3.49%)

Logs (RM0.16 bil., 1.80%)

Chipboard/ Particleboard (RM0.11 bil.,  1.26%)

Veneer (RM0.03 bil., 0.30%)

Other Products (RM1.27 bil., 13.94%)
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Wooden Furniture (RM0.80 bil., 27.09%)

Plywood (RM0.62 bil., 21.11%)

Sawntimber (RM0.28 bil., 9.64%)

Veneer (RM0.17 bil., 5.92%)

Chipboard/Particleboard (RM0.14 bil., 4.74%)

BJC (RM0.071bil., 2.42%)

Fibreboard (RM0.066 bil, 2.24%.)

Logs (RM0.056 bil., 1.92%)

Mouldings (RM0.055 bil., 1.86%)

Other Products (RM0.68 bil., 23.06%)

RM2.94 bil.
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IN CONVERSATION 

1. Who or what inspired you to become an architect 
and tell us a bit about your company, MJ Kanny 
Architects? 

At school I was divided between going to the science stream or the 

art stream. Although I enjoyed the science subject, I was passionate 

about learning and developing my artistic side. I finally decided 

to do science with art as an elective subject. I guess architects 

are both left and right brained. We need to be creative when it 

comes to solving design issues and at the same time we need to be 

analytical when it comes to advising clients on contractual issues 

Ar. Melvyn J. Kanny
Melvyn J. Kanny is an award-winning architect. Among the awards under his belt are 
the Asia Pacific Property Awards, PAM Commendation Awards, PAM Gold Awards, and 
Silver Awards. His philosophy includes designing sustainable developments within 
the context of the tropics and pushing the boundaries of design trends and keeping 
the “Malaysian identity” as a constant factor in local architecture. We get up-close-
and-personal with Ar. Melvyn J Kanny on his passion for sustainability and how being 
ecologically sensitive to the environment can point to new directions in architecture.

In Conversation with
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and managing projects. MJ Kanny architect is a small boutique-

sized sole proprietor practice and was established in 2005. We 

started off doing individual houses for astute clients with rather 

high expectations. The many years of creating different variety 

of designs based on the client’s needs have led to a portfolio 

of completed houses many of which have received recognition 

through the media and awards. We have of course since then taken 

on larger scale projects from housing developments and resorts. 

However, we always like to keep the projects manageable for our 

small office. We also prefer working with developers who have a 

vision more than bottom line profit who appreciate our work and 

want something more to offer their purchasers.



IN CONVERSATION 

2. How would you describe your architectural 
traits? Is there any unifying theme behind your 
projects? What is your source of inspiration for 
designing a building?

One of the early offices I worked at was Pentago, which is 

predominantly known for its landscape and tropical resort 

projects, and I naturally developed an affinity for designing in 

the tropics, especially in how a building relates to the landscape 

and its surroundings. At the time people like Kerry Hill and 

Ernesto Bedmar were creating stunning works based on the 

principles of tropical architecture which were inspired by the 

timeless works of Geoffrey Bawa. I began developing my skills 

in tropical architecture and how buildings can be designed 

sustainably in our tropical weather with its torrential rain and 

hot humid weather. When you start approaching design from 

this premise you are able to create buildings that relate and 

sometimes enhance its surroundings.

3. What kind of projects are you working on 
these days?

We still do individual houses but we have now moved on to 

take on slightly larger scale projects. We have worked on two 

condominiums in Desa Park City, we are now currently doing a 

34- storey office building just off Jalan Yap Kwan Seng and we 

are doing a high-end housing project in Taman Sri Ukay. Besides 

that, our 30-room resort in Janda Baik is nearing completion. 

We love doing projects that suit our architectural philosophy 

rather than taking on commercial projects that can be void of 

a soul so to speak. If they don’t spark a fire and get our creative 

juices flowing then they are not worth working on.

Timber roof truss at the Canopy House.

“My skill in tropical 

architecture started to 

develop from working on 

various projects, especially 

with our tropical weather 

that contains torrential rain 

and hot humid weather.”   

Ar. Melvyn J. Kanny
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Magnificent view inside the Boomerang House.



4. Among all your projects, 
which one is your favorite,
and why? 

If I have to choose it would be my own 

house that I built in 2012. It had many 

challenging aspects like it had to be 

low-cost yet it needed to house a pool, 

be sustainable and also experimental in 

the use of materials. It was one of the 

first few green houses that was certified 

by the Green Building Index (GBI) when 

constructed. When it was first completed 

people used to stop their cars to look at 

it, some even took photos. That’s the best 

compliment you can get. As far as the 

design was concerned, it was very much 

a brutalist house in the sense that the 

entire house was mostly left unpainted 

with exposed concrete block walls and 

weathered steel trellises and paneling. Not 

something most people would understand 

or appreciate, but my family accepted the 

style so I guess that’s all that counts.

IN CONVERSATION 

The casual lounge at Falanchity House. 
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5. If given a chance, are there 
any projects you would have 
liked being part of?

That’s a difficult question! I would very much 

like to work with our very own well-known 

developers who are willing to go further 

than creating bread and butter type housing 

but who are willing to take the plunge and 

create homes that are truly sustainable, not 

just obtaining green ranking but to create 

homes designed to educate its users to live a 

sustainable life-style. Too many Malaysians 

are preoccupied with maintenance-free 

homes that do not have any trees or plants 

because it’s a hassle to upkeep the garden. 

Open spaces invite the mosquitos in so they 

prefer closing everything with the air-

condition on. We no longer have the luxury 

of living this lifestyle with global warming 

now becoming a reality. So developers need 

to go beyond what buyers want but what the 

world needs, which is too drastically change 

the way we live. From the urban planning 

aspects of creating communities rather than 

townships, to the micro aspect of how a 

house can be designed such that requires the 

whole family to participate in a sustainable 

lifestyle. Right now there are more questions 

than answers yet the ‘elephant in the room’ 

needs to be addressed and it will require 

sacrifices from all stakeholders as well as the 

users themselves.
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Ar. Melvyn’s House also known as Kampung Tunku House which used timber stripes as a 

part of the house design.

 6. Which would you consider an iconic timber 
structure? 

I still very much love the Datai Langkawi in the way timber 

was used sustainably and even taken out of the trees that were 

felled during its construction. I understand that they still 

have a carpentry workshop that constantly is working on its 

maintenance as well as being open to visitors to create awareness 

of our local timber and craftsmanship. Our beautiful ‘kampung’ 

houses that were built without nails are a marvel in terms of how 

people understood how the material could be used sustainably 

and they were often built as a community project.

Today Europe and the US are leading the way in which 

timber can be used to create apartment towers, airports and 

other large structures that was not possible before Cross-

Laminated Timber (CLT) and I believe we will see many new 

iconic buildings built this way. These projects, however, would 

never be approved in Malaysia due to the authorities poor 

understanding of structural timber and the way it behaves in 

fire. We need to learn and be more open to new technologies, 

do our own research and testing to make timber buildings a 

possibility in the near future. More importantly the timber 

needs to be from sustainable sources that are properly 

managed and certified. 

We need to use fast growing timber that can be easily 

replenished when felled. Bamboo is also a great material that 

ticks all these boxes and creates amazing buildings due to its 

special property of being able to bend to virtually any shape. 

We should also provide more incentives for PEFC and FSC-

certified timber so that in the near future it would be the norm.
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The spectacular view of the R&A House at Country Heights Damansara. 
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7. Please cite some of the sustainable practices 
that you have adopted in your projects.

We try to educate our clients in contributing to the green 

agenda in all our projects. That is the first challenge, to explain 

that every building that is constructed is actually destroying 

the environment and adding on to carbon footprint. Most will 

then feel a little guilty and be compelled to contribute in some 

way in creating more sustainable buildings. We usually start 

from a passive design point of view where we study the site, 

the neighbourhood, the sun-path, wind directions and how the 

building can be designed to take advantage of these. We like to 

create outdoor spaces to encourage the users to live outdoors as 

much as possible, hence reduce the need for air-conditioning or 

artificial lighting. The gardens become integrated and part of their 

lifestyle. We educate them on the use of sustainable materials and 

encourage the use of recyclable and recycled local materials where 

possible. We deliberately create double or triple volume spaces 

to encourage natural ventilation that makes air-conditioning 

difficult due to its large volume, thus discouraging its use. Rain-

water harvesting and solar-power generation have become a 

norm these days and a necessity. We encourage the use of natural 

materials like timber that not only help enhance the interior 

spaces but give the occupants a sense of well-being. Timber not 

only has embedded carbon but also can be re-used and recycled.

8. What are the most pressing issues for architects in 
Malaysia when it comes to sustainable buildings? 

Although today we have Green ranking systems like GBI, Green-Re 

etc as a guideline, architects need to go beyond ticking off boxes and 

calling it a day. There are many buildings with platinum ratings yet 

they look like they were designed for a city like New York, totally not 

considering our tropical weather. Using state of the art low-e glazing 

to reduce the incoming heat are all well and good and using energy 

efficient air-conditioning systems to get “greenie” points, but they do 

not address how buildings could be designed differently in the tropics 

with natural ventilation as well as local materials as much as possible. 

Green materials and green technology are still relatively new and need 

to be developed further so we can specify them in our projects. More 

recycling centres need to be encouraged so we can direct contractors to 

ensure they are sent for recycling rather than ending up in landfills.

9. In your opinion, has Malaysia’s building trends 
changed over the years?

Yes, certainly it has evolved over the years. Building users are 

becoming more discerning and the expectations are becoming 

higher and architects need to push the boundaries further. For 

example, new buildings have embraced greenery as part of its 

façade and floor plate in a way to compensate for the green areas 

we have lost. This was never needed before as there was plenty 

of greenery in the past. Biophylic ecological designs will become 

more prevalent in the near future as architecture will take on a 

bigger role than just building new structures.
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“Malaysia has 
green rating 
standards 
such as GBI 
and GreenRE 
as a guideline 
to build 
sustainable 
buildings.”    

Ar. Melvyn J. Kanny

10.  Who do you admire the most, a well-known figure 
in the architecture industry? 

In my days studying at the Bartlett our emerging heroes were 

Fosters, Peter Cook, Zaha Hadid, Richard Rogers, etc. who were 

redefining architecture from a philosophical and typological point of 

view. These days my heroes are those who are taking the daring step 

to create ecologically sound buildings that expresses local ingenuity 

and sustainability that are relevant and unique to Malaysia and there 

are many architects like these that I admire.

11. What advice would you give to young architects 
who have just ventured into the field?

Young architects need to learn not to be afraid to get their hands 

dirty. They will soon realise all they learnt in university is a drop in 

the ocean compared to what they need to learn in practice. They need 

to learn very quickly construction techniques and how to integrate 

them with their design understanding on how a building is put 

together. In Malaysia, we have to deal with an unregulated building 

industry where virtually anyone can become a contractor. Most of 

our buildings are built by foreign labour and construction methods 

are still low-tech and quite crude. They shouldn’t be afraid to learn 

from contractors as they can be their best teachers. I learnt a lot from 

them, not architect bosses who taught me how to build or design. 

Nobody will do that for you, you need to take your own initiative. 

They will soon learn that architecture is so much more than their 

design thesis and it is a profession in which you are constantly 

learning something new.
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Quadrant House at Seputeh Heights which was designed with an oriental fan shaped roof that provides shelter to the spaces below. 



A CASE FOR TIMBER 

Wooden breadbasket
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It’s an oversized breadbasket. The undulating 

wooden slats that cover the rear wall and ceiling of 

the shop function as shelves for cooling and storing 

freshly baked bread as well as displaying the breads 

of different shapes and sizes.

A wooden chopping board spans the length of 

the bakery to create a countertop with integrated 

pockets for knives, crumb-catchers, scales, and 

checkouts.

Welcome to Baker D. Chirico, a bakery in 

Melbourne, Australia, which was conceived by the 

architects from March Studio.

The art of bakers such as D. Chirico is to perfect a 

simple process and do it like few others. “Bread is a 

simple product”, says the baker, “of few ingredients, 

traditionally displayed and sold simply.”

March Studio took its inspiration from this 

statement and crafted an interior that would fit 

this “simple process”: to cool the bread fresh out of 

the oven, to display it without its packaging and 

ready to be portioned and sold. The undulating wooden slats that cover the rear wall and ceiling of the shop function as 

shelves for cooling and storing freshly baked bread.

Credit: Text/Description: March Studio/Dezeen
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An undulation of CNC routed plywood forms the 

wall and ceiling. Subtractions from the wall provide 

display areas for the bread. The varying depths 

of the shelves and heights of the subtractions are 

meticulously arranged to accommodate the long 

baguettes, large round Pagnotta, ficelle loaves and 

other creations. The variety and expanse of the wall 

gives freedom to arrange and alter the display of 

the breads.

Standing in firm counterpoint to the wave of the 

bread wall is the central counter that serves as a 

giant chopping board. Scales, crumb trays and knife 

holders each have a place on this working bench, 

all subsumed into the simple sales concept of “chop 

loaf, wrap and sell”. 

The bakery’s façade showcases the interior space, 

which is projected onto the streets, conveying the 

shop’s activity in a transparent fashion giving 

the bakery with its undulating plywood shelves a 

distinct identity in the neighbourhood.

Baker D. Chirico as it is seen from the streets.



BALAU
KNOW YOUR TIMBER 
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For more information, please visit http://mtc.com.my/resources-WoodWizard.php

Source: A Dictionary of Malaysian Timbers
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Shorea spp. 

• Balau (Peninsular Malaysia) with various epithets

• Selangan batu No. 1 (Sabah)

• Selangan batu (Sabah, Sarawak, Brunei)

• Phchok (Cambodia)

• Sal (India)

• Anggelam, Balau, Bangkirai and Dammar laut 

(Indonesia)

• Mai chik khok (Laos)

• Thitya (Myanmar)

• Gisok, Malayakal, and Yakal (Philippines)

• Aek, Ak, Balao, Takhian-samphon, Teng and Rang 

(Thailand)

Vernacular names

Family 

Classification 
Heavy Hardwood

Dipterocarpaceae

Air-dry Density (kg/m3) 
850 - 1,155

• All forms of heavy construction

• Marine construction, ship, and 

boat building (keels, keelsons, and 

framework)

• Piling, beams, columns   

(heavy-duty)

• Bridges, wharves, railway sleepers

• Cooling towers (structural member)

• Vehicle bodies (framework and 

floorboards)

• Plywood, joinery, mallets

• Cabinet making, fender supports

• Door and window frames

• Staircase (carriage, newel, and 

stringer)

• Pallets (heavy and permanent type)

• Tool handles (impact)

• Telegraphic and power transmission 

posts and cross arms

• Posts, joists, rafters

• Flooring (heavy traffic) and decking

• Heavy-duty furniture

Main Uses
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GLOBAL COMMUNITY 

Sub-themes guide in 
Forestry Congress 
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The Republic of Korea was selected as the host of the XV World Forestry Congress (WFC) this year, thanks largely to its success story in 

reforestation and its continued commitment to promoting international cooperation in the forest sector.  

Held in COEX Seoul from 2 to 6 May, the gathering was co-organised by the Republic of Korea and the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO). It drew more than 15,000 participants from over 140 countries either in person or online.

This year’s theme was “Building a Green, Healthy and Resilient Future with Forests.” Participants at the WFC endorsed the “Seoul Forest 

Declaration” to convey the urgent need for action to achieve a green, healthy, and resilient future with forests. The Congress also heard 

the “Youth Call for Action” and the “Ministerial Call on Sustainable Wood” motions. 

The WFC provided a crucial opportunity for the global forestry community to consider the state and future of world forestry, 

particularly in the context of recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic while striving to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). 

Guided by six sub-themes, the WFC ensured that forests are an integral part of discussions and decisions on sustainable development 

because of their importance for the health, well-being and stability of the planet and its peoples. The six sub-themes also enabled the 

review of progress in implementing the outcomes of previous congresses, especially the Durban Declaration, and the advances being 

made towards a sustainable, resilient future. The six sub-themes are: 
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Sub-theme 1: Turning the tide - reversing 
deforestation and forest degradation

This sub-theme discussed the progress, opportunities, and 

priorities in addressing deforestation and forest degradation. 

Sub-theme 2: Nature-based solutions for climate 
and biodiversity

The potential of forests to provide nature-based solutions 

(NBS) that deliver climate change adaptation and mitigation 

while supporting biodiversity and ecosystem services is 

vital. The sub-theme reviewed the advances made on NBS in 

relation to the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration.

May-June 2022 Timber Malaysia

Sub-theme 3: Green pathway to growth and 
sustainability

The sub-theme addressed technological advances, broad 

initiatives to change systems of production and consumption, 

and the financial mechanisms currently in place.

Sub-theme 4: Forests and human health: 
revisiting the connections

This sub-theme provides a forum to build understanding 

in the connections between forests and human health 

and wellbeing. Forest goods and services generate income 

that support health and well-being spanning rural and 

urban economies. Forest landscapes and their resources 

provide a foundation for rural development of remote 

and marginalized Indigenous Peoples and other local 

communities.

Sub-theme 5: Managing and communicating forest 
information and knowledge

This sub-theme presents the latest innovations in forest 

monitoring techniques and discussed the need for sound 

scientific research and information to support forest policy 

deliberations. It examined how to enhance collaboration 

between science and policy, to strengthen forest education and to 

better communicate forestry issues to a wide range of audiences.

Sub-theme 6: Forests without boundaries

This sub-theme drew attention to forests in the context of 

landscape dynamics and the multisectoral coordination and 

partnerships required to achieve meaningful sustainable 

forest management. The sub-theme will be directly relevant 

for many Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 

Agenda and the Global Forest Goals of the UN Strategic Plan 

for Forests. - FAO



GREEN GROWTH

It was once a pristine lowland Dipterocarp forest until it was 

allowed to be harvested in the 1950s until the early 1990s. 

With much of the natural habitat of the wildlife and forest 

recovery stagnant due to the alteration of the ecology, the 

Segaliud Lokan Forest Reserve (SLFR) in Sandakan, Sabah, 

was in need of a lifeline.

Realising that SLFR can only be economically viable again if it 

is managed by a strict set of principles that is followed to the 

letter, KTS Plantation Sdn Bhd (KTSP) made a decision back in 

1998 to nurture SLFR back to good health largely through its 

own initiative and with the help of the State authorities.

The Malaysian Timber Council awarded KTSP for its amazing work 

in SLFR through its inaugural Malaysian Timber Industry Awards 

(MTIA) 2022 in January in conjunction with the Councils 30th 

Anniversary Celebration.

KTSP was recognized for developing a systematic forest 

rehabilitation method called the High Production Corridor (HPC) 

system to restore SLFR as a production forest.  The forest reserve, 

which covers an area of 57,372ha, is recovering and giving hope to 

timber industry players. 

TIMBER MALAYSIA speaks to KTSP Manager Mr. Collin Goh to find out 

more about the HPC System and its success.

Stage 1 and 2 of HPC is where less soft weed are on ground and the recruitment 

has entered the area.

Take a bow, KTS Plantation!

The early stages of the recruitment gradually shaping the forest succession after

successfully capturing the site and restoring the microclimate.

The HPC system of planting follows the natural forest succession system.
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Rehabilitating a forest, which is a long-term investment, can only be done by those 
with passion and deeply rooted nurturing principles. The success that KTS Plantation 
has recorded with the restoration of the Segaliud Lokan Forest Reserve is nothing 
short of commendable.  
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Tell us about the High Production Corridor (HPC) 
system and how it is different from Sustainable 
Forest Management (SFM)?
The HPC System is a customised forest rehabilitation tool that is 

used to achieve SFM. It restores a forest’s “function and structure” 

after timber harvesting operations. HPC comprises key ecological 

components for forest rehabilitation activities. An effective forest 

rehabilitation tool should be specific to a forest’s condition. 

Whose idea was it to use HPC system?
The idea of the HPC System is rooted in KTSP’s leadership 

philosophy of managing the SLFR where harvested areas must 

be restored to their pre-harvest conditions. The HPC system was 

developed under the leadership of the Managing Director of KTS 

Group of Companies Dato’ Henry Lau Lee Kong. 

When was the HPC system introduced?
During the initial years of managing SLFR, KTSP was looking for a 

specific forest rehabilitation model which was compatible with the 

Reduced Impact Logging (RIL) harvesting methods to restore SLFR’s 

function and structure. However, the available model then, such as 

“Mosaic and Enrichment Planting” had shown limited success in 

terms of its ecological and economical objectives within a period of 

interest. In the case of SLFR, a period of 20 years had been calculated 

to measure the success of the model. This period is equivalent to one 

harvesting cycle. 

As such, KTSP carried out extensive data collection through a 

series of Permanent Sample Plot (PSP) to obtain more information 

on major ecological thresholds that enable SFM to be achieved 

through natural processes. These thresholds or variables are the key 

denominators in ensuring the success of any forest rehabilitation 

programme with minimum management intervention. Similarly, 

data on operational and economical threshold was also collected and 

analysed. 

Finally, in 2015 the HPC system was developed. Since then, the 

system has been fine-tuned to increase its effectiveness both 

economically and ecologically. These continuous improvements were 

made possible through collaborations with organisations such as the 

Sabah Forest Research Centre and Universiti Malaysia Sabah.

Recruitment of Dipterocarp species at stage 3 after the site is captured and micro-

climate has been restored.

The Malaysian 
Timber Council 
awarded KTSP for 
its amazing work 
in SLFR through its 
inaugural Malaysian 
Timber Industry 
Awards (MTIA) 
2022 in January 
in conjunction 
with the Council’s 
30th Anniversary 
Celebration.

How successful has the HPC system been in 
achieving KTSP’s goal?
The success of HPC system can be measured and quantified in 

four phases.

Phase 1 is called the site capturing stage which aims to control 

weed through biological method due to “shade” produced by fast-

growing indigenous species. Apart from effective weed control, it 

significantly reduces the need of herbicide. This phase is achieved 

within an average of 18 months. 

Phase 2 is called the restoration of micro-climate within the 

rehabilitation site as a result of successful site capturing. 

Soil attributes such as “Total Nitrogen”, “Total Carbon”, “Soil 

Moisture” and “Relative Humidity” on the forest floor are 

enhanced. This phase is achieved within 24 months after 

planting. Once the micro-climate under the planted stand 

achieves the targeted threshold, regeneration of Dipterocarp 

species will be initiated naturally which is called Phase 3. 

As the forest rehabilitation progresses into “natural rehabilitation 

mode” (without human intervention), species diversification will 

be initiated, and in the long run this will result in the restoration 

of the forest’s “function and structure” which is also called the 

Phase 4. This is the ultimate SFM goal of managing SLFR.

The short-term goal which is of Phases 1-3 has shown very 

promising results while Phase 4 which is more of a long-term 

effect will be measured and quantified at the full harvesting cycle 

of 20 years. HPC system is a comprehensive forest rehabilitation 

approach that aims to have a sustainable rehabilitation effect 

which is exponential in nature. 

GREEN GROWTH
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Malaysia-Vietnam sign MoC on timber trades

Wednesday, June 15th, 2022 at Economy | News

THE timber and timber-based industries in Malaysia and Vietnam have signed a memorandum of
cooperation (MoC) to further develop the timber trades in both countries.
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IN PICTURES 

The Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) Secretary-General 

Datuk Ravi Muthayah (on screen) delivered a speech on behalf of Malaysia at the 

XV World Forestry Congress on 3 May 2022. Datuk Ravi emphasised that Malaysia 

would ensure the country’s commitment to maintain at least 50% of the country’s 

land as forest cover as pledged during the Rio Earth Summit in 1992. 

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili with the Strategic Planning and Corporate Communications 

(SPCD) Director Ms. Lau Li Har and SPCD Executive Ms. Puteri Nur Aisyah Ruslan at the 

XV World Forestry Congress 2021 (WFC 2021) which was held from 2 to 6 May 2022 at the 

Starfield COEX Convention and Exhibition Centre, Gangnam, Seoul.

The Selangor Human Resource Development Centre (SHRDC) with the participants of 

the Engineer Placement and Internship Programme (EPIP) visited the Malaysian Timber 

Council (MTC) HQ in Kuala Lumpur on 11 May. The visit provided the participants with 

a better understanding of MTC’s roles and functions in promoting and developing the 

Malaysian timber industry.

MTC delegation led by the MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff paid a courtesy visit to 

the Korea Wood Association at Incheon, South Korea on 6 May 2022. The delegation was received 

by the Korea Wood Association Chairman Mr. Kang Hyun-Kyu (third from left) and Director 

Mr. Yang Yong-Koo (second from right). The discussion centred on the potential collaborations 

between Malaysia and Korea particularly to expand exports of timber and timber products. 
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MTC held an engagement session with the European Commission on 11 May 2022 

to deliberate on the ongoing development of the European Union’s proposal on the 

Regulation on Deforestation-Free Products (EUDR) and the concerns on the criteria of 

the regulation.

The Malaysian Pallet Association (MPA) paid a courtesy visit to MTC on 11 May 2022 to 

introduce MPA as well as to discuss potential collaborations with MTC. The visit also enabled 

MPA to have a better understanding of MTC’s role and functions, especially in promoting the 

development of Malaysian timber and timber products globally.



IN PICTURES

MTC welcomed the presence of Aim Vision Limited Chairman Mr. Fazle Akbar who paid 

a courtesy visit to MTC on 13 May 2022. On hand to receive him was MTC COO Madam 

Noraihan Abdul Rahman and MTC Director of International Business Development 

Division Cluster 2 Mr. Khairul Anwar. Also present at the meeting were the Malaysian 

Furniture Council (MFC) President Mr. Khoo Yeow Chong and other officials from MFC.

The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) YB Datuk Hajah 

Zuraida Kamaruddin attended a briefing on market updates and promotional 

activities for the agri-commodity sector on 16 May 2022. The updates on the timber 

trade between Malaysia and the United States was done by MTC Americas’ Regional 

Representative Ms. Lai Mei Theng.

In conjunction with the Market Research and Business Visit to Vietnam from 13 to 17 June 

2022, the MTC delegation paid a courtesy visit to the Consul General of Malaysia, Ms. Wong 

Chia Chiann and had an engagement session with the Trade Commissioner MATRADE Ho 

Chi Minh City, Mr. Raphy Md. Radzi, Assistant Trade Commissioner MATRADE. 

In conjunction with the Wesak Day celebration on 16 May, the MTC Work Hard, Play 

Hard & Pray Hard (WHP2H) committee organised a visit to the Fo Guang Shan Dong Zen 

Temple in Jenjarom, Kuala Langat, Selangor on 18 May 2022. The purpose of the visit was 

to encourage the understanding of the different cultures, beliefs and heritage in Malaysia.

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff led the delegation to the Republic of Kenya where several meetings were held during the Market Research and Business Visit held from 10 to 14 

June 2022 to explore and promote business opportunities for the Malaysian timber-based industry.
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MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusof chaired the 186th Board of Trustees 

Meeting on 20 May 2022 at MTC Headquarters, Kuala Lumpur.

 MTC facilitated an online workshop for the Malaysian Wood Mouldings & Joinery Council 

(MWMJC) and Timber Development UK (TDUK) that served as an overarching mechanism 

to foster better cooperation on timber trade on 15 June 2022. TDUK is a new entity formed 

after the merger of the Governing Boards of the Timber Trade Federation (TTF) and Timber 

Research and Development Association (TRADA).

During the Press Briefing & Media Luncheon event, a new MTC corporate video was 

launched to showcase the diversity of MTC’s services as well as increase viewers’ 

understanding of its services.

The lineup of the lucky draw winners at MTC’s MWE2022 Press Briefing & Media Luncheon 

event held on 20 June 2022 at Hilton Kuala Lumpur.

MTC held its 30th Annual General Meeting (AGM) and the 187th Board of Trustees’ Meeting at MTC Headquarters, Kuala Lumpur on 21 June 2022. The meeting was chaired 

by MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff and attended by members of the Board of Trustees as well as MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili.
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In conjunction with WoodEX for Africa 2022, the MTC led by its Chairman Madam Hajah 

Norrida Yusoff organised a Marketing Mission to Johannesburg, South Africa from 5 to 11 

June 2022. During the visit, a B2B Networking Session was also organized with the South 

African timber industry players that garnered an impressive USD500,000 in potential sales. 

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili chaired the virtual engagement session on the MTC Financial 

Assistance for the Development of Workers’ Accommodations with the timber industry players 

on 19 May 2022. The purpose of the session was to brief the associations on the MTC’s Terms 

and Conditions (T&C) regarding the financial assistance and obtain the associations’ feedback.

MTC COO Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman (centre) at MTC’s Promotional Booth at the KL 

and Selangor Furniture Association (KSFA) 66th Anniversary Dinner on 4 June 2022. With 

her are Market Promotion & Product Development Division (MPPD) Senior Manager Ms. 

Jennyfer Lee (left) and MPPD Senior Executive Mr. Mohamad Shafik Mohamad Zainuddi. 

MTC team led by its CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili together with MTC’s staff at MTC’s 

promotional booth at Penang Furniture Expo (Penfurnex) 2022, a premier home 

furnishing exhibition in the northern state held from 10 to 12 June 2022.

MTC participated in a virtual meeting of the 17th ASEAN Working Group on Forest Management (AWG-FM) which was held from 11 to 12 May 2022. MTC was represented by Strategic Planning and 

Corporate Communications (SPCD) Assistant Manager Mr. Adam Mohd Nazri.
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top global timber and 
timber products supplier
Malaysia is among the top 
global timber and timber 
products suppliers, with 
exports to over 160 
countries.

employs over 100,000 workers
It employs over 100,000 workers, 
with over 1,900 mills producing 
various types of timber products 
where the raw materials are 
sourced from either sustainable or 
legal sources. 

DID YOU
KNOW?

....about the Malaysian timber
industry’s contribution to the economy?

strong market presence
in key export markets
Malaysian timber products are well-known globally 
with a strong market presence in key export 
markets. In 2021, Malaysian plywood, wooden 
furniture, and wooden frame were ranked 6th 
globally. Mouldings is ranked 12th, 
sawntimber is ranked 18th and
BJC is ranked 19th globally. 

top three commodity sector
It is one of the top three commodity sectors, 
contributing 1.6% to the GDP and 2.3% of 
the country’s total 
merchandise export 
with RM22.74 billion 
in 2021.

Strengthening The Industry’s Global Presence




