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Dear Readers,

In this July-August 2022 issue, we focus on a number of 
stories that highlight activities that took place during the 
Malaysia International Agricommodity Expo and Summit 
(MIACES) 2022 that was held from 26-28 July 2022 at the 
Malaysia International Trade and Exhibition Centre (MITEC) 
in Kuala Lumpur.

The Ministry of  Plantation Industries and Commodities 
(MPIC) continues to promote the agricommodity sectors for 
the betterment of the respective industries. Read all about 
it, especially the Malaysian Timber Council’s programmes on 
pages 6-7.

Another major highlight on MTC’s calendar was the Seminar 
On The Effective Management Of Migrant Workers held on 8 
August 2022. Titled “Enhanced Social Compliance Practices 
in Employment of Migrant Workers in the Malaysian Timber 
Industry”, the seminar featured Migrant Worker Rights 
Specialist Mr. Andy Hall and the Co-Founder of the Malaysia 
HR Forum Mr. Arulkumar Singaraveloo.

MTC took a bold step forward for the timber industry by 
conducting this seminar with these speakers who left no 
stones unturned while addressing the issues revolving around 
the lives of foreign workers in Malaysia. Read about it on 
pages 12-13.

Companies that are part of MTC’s TimberDIP and the Factory 
Transformation Programme tell their success stories from 
pages 34-37.

Community Farming is another programme that is gaining 
traction. It was promoted during MIACES 2022 and a Market 
Research Visit to Indonesia to study the community farming 
practices in Central Java was also conducted. Read all about it 
on pages 8-10.

The magnificence of timbers is captured on pages 28-33 as 
Architect Ar Azman Zainal tells us about his projects with 
recycled timbers and in A Case for Timber on pages 40-41, 
timbers’ amazing flexibility and class is taken a notch up with 
technological advancements.

Happy Reading!

The Editor.



MTC WINDOW

Management Updates
I had the opportunity to perform my Hajj in July 2022. I am a steadfast believer that there must be a healthy 
balance between our business financial goals and spiritual as well as social growth. In August,  the Malaysian 
Timber Council (MTC) was awarded the “Government Council of the Year Award for Excellence in Environmental 
Sustainability and CSR Initiatives”. This is the second time that the Council has won this award.

When we give, we are displaying the grace of God and MTC’s involvement in Community Farming, Tree-
Planting Programmes as well as the CSR projects allow us to show that we are socially accountable to our 
stakeholders, and the public.

The pandemic has drastically changed how businesses work and the reliance on digital technologies has never been 
greater. Some surveys have shown that it had speeded the adoption of digital technologies by several years.

When the first Movement Control Order (MCO) struck back in March 2020, the Information & 
Communications Technology Division (ICTD) had immediately begun work with key strategic partners and 
computer manufacturers in preparing MTC with remote working capabilities. Since then, continuous upgrades 
of MTC’s IT infrastructure, retrofitting of meeting rooms to support audio and visual conference capabilities 
for online meetings and programmes and digitalising of MTC’s internal processes have been performed.

MTC Treetop Spotlight
Adam Mohd Nazri, who heads the Strategic Planning Unit, is the focal point of many key projects undertaken by 
MTC. These include the establishment of the One-Stop Information Portal for License and Permit Requirements 
for the Malaysian Timber Industry, the establishment of MTC’s ESG Charter and Guideline Framework 
for the Timber Industry to be launched in Q4 2022, as well as Financial Assistance for Improving Workers’ 
Accommodation and Certification of Rubberwood. 

Adam is also part of the secretariat team for the MTC Industry and Market Development Committee (IMDC), 
Working Group on Manpower (MWG), Task Force on Import Facilitation for Sawntimber and Logs into Malaysia 
(TFIF) and the MTC-MWMJC Joint Steering Committee (MMJSC) on Product Development Using Plantation 
Timber (PDPT). Apart from the secretariat support, Adam plays an important role in providing inputs and analysis 
to the relevant Ministries and agencies, especially on matters pertaining to sustainability, environment, and trade. 

Recently, he also contributed significantly to the drafting of the position paper for the Malaysian Timber 
Industry’s Response on the proposed European Union Deforestation-free Products Regulation (EUDR). The 
position paper was signed jointly by MTC and the Malaysian Timber Association (MTA) which represents the 
nine timber associations in Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah, and Sarawak. This position paper was presented by the 
Malaysian delegation to the EU members of the European Parliament during the engagement sessions in Europe 
held in September 2022. The Malaysian delegation was led by MTA and coordinated by MTC.

Congratulations and keep up the good work!
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The steady stream of promotional efforts for the agricommodity sector by the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) as well as 
the Ministerial Missions involving agencies and councils, including the MTC are boding well for the industry with the rise in exports for the timber 
industry. Malaysia’s timber industry exports rose by 13.8 per cent to RM13.2 billion from January to June 2022 against RM11.6 billion for the 
same period last year.

Community Farming is also in the spotlight. At the recent Malaysia International Agricommodity Expo and Summit (MIACES) 2022 and with 
the Market Research Visit on Community Farming to Indonesia, MTC is proud to play a crucial role in promoting this. Community Farming and 
the Industrial Tree Plantation (ITP) will help the industry in addressing raw material shortages while improving the livelihoods of communities 
involved in this project.

I am looking forward to finishing the year strong with the support and collaborations from all of you. 

“LET’S POWER PROGRESS TOGETHER!”

TS. HAJI MUHTAR BIN  SUHAILI
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)

In ensuring that MTC staff’s equipment is maintained, and all of its events and programmes are well executed, ICTD’s staff are placed 
behind the scenes to assist in setting up, coordinating, managing and providing technical support to all divisions within MTC.

JUSTIN CHOO
Head, Information & Communications Technology Division



MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili (fourth from right) with MTC staff after receiving the award.

MTC wins CSR award   
two years in a row
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) was awarded the 
“Council of the Year Award for Excellence in Environmental 
Sustainability and CSR Initiatives” at the Sustainability 
and CSR Malaysia Awards 2022 on 18 August 2022. This is 
the second time that MTC has won this Award. Last year, 
MTC won the “Government Council of the Year Award for 
Outstanding Community Support”. 

Organised by CSR Malaysia with the support of the Ministry 
of Women, Family and Community Development Malaysia, 
MTC was recognised for its outstanding CSR initiatives to its 
stakeholders, the community in which it operates in as well as its 
commitment towards sustainable environmental development. 

Receiving the award on behalf of the Council was MTC CEO 
Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, who said that the award comes with a lot 
of more responsibility and accountability for MTC. 

“People have continued to see MTC as contributor to 
community enhancement and CSR programmes in recent years 
while the focus has always been to assist the timber industry 
into championing sustainable development,” said Mr. Muhtar.

He received the award from the Secretary-General of the 
Ministry of Rural Development of Malaysia Datuk Ramlan 
Harun, who represented YB Minister Dato’ Seri Mahdzir Khalid. 

The award and the certificate recognising MTC’s efforts.
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MTC and the timber industry as a whole had collectively 
contributed significant amount of allocation with various 
initiatives in its Business Plan under MTC’s “Giving Back to 
Stakeholders”, “Giving Back to Community” and “Giving Back to 
Nature” programmes last year. 

The Sustainability and CSR Malaysia Awards was established by 
CSR Malaysia to recognise the unwavering commitment of various 
outstanding Malaysian listed and private companies together 
with Government-Linked Companies who excel in socio-economic 
transformation as well as in sustainability endeavours for the 
betterment of the local community.
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National Autism Society of Malaysia.

Tree planting programme at Taman Tasik Cempaka, Kajang.

Malaysian Association for the Blind. Pusat Jagaan Pertubuhan Kebajikan Rumah Kasih Jing Yuan.

CSR programme in conjunction with Ramadan 1443H.

MTC won the  for “Government Council of the Year Award” in 2021.

“People have continued to 
see MTC as contributor to 
community enhancement and 
CSR programmes in recent years 
while the focus has always been 
to assist the timber industry 
into championing sustainable 
development,”    
- Mr. Muhtar.

Contributions made to the Persatuan Sokongan Kanser Kanak-Kanak 
Terengganu (PAKAT) 

Mangrove tree planting programme at Taman Rekreasi Paya Bakau 
Kampung Sijangkang.
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MIACES, one-stop    
centre for agricommodities 

The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) inked two memorandums 
in conjunction with the Malaysia International Agricommodity 
Expo and Summit (MiACES) 2022 at the Malaysia International 
Trade and Exhibition Centre (MITEC).

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between 
MTC and the Technical and Vocational Education Training 
Division (BPLTV) of the Ministry of Education (MoE) to increase 
the number of local manpower in the timber sector whilst 
reducing dependence on foreign labour as well as support the 
development of Technical and Vocational Education and Training 
(TVET) in the country.

The MoU is vital as it encourages the sharing of expertise and 
technology between industry players and the educational 
institution, as well as promotes technical education. This is 
part of MTC’s initiatives to collaborate with vocational colleges 
by providing internship placement as well as a ready-to-work 
programme for the TVET students and graduates through MTC’s 
Engineer Placement and Internship Programme (EPIP). The EPIP 
programme launched in March 2021 aims to encourage engineers 
as well as undergraduates to be part of the timber industry, where 
they will be trained and guided to carve out careers in the timber 
industry.

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin flanked by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili and MTC COO Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman at MTC’s booth. With them are MTC staff.
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The Engineer Placement programme is a one-year programme 
for engineers to receive on-the-job training under the guidance 
of a professional while the Internship Programme is open to 
undergraduates who are doing their industrial training. 

This collaboration between MTC and BPLTV will provide 
opportunities for the students to develop their careers in the timber 
industry. There is a need for more young people to lead and transform 
the timber sector into an innovation-led industry.

The MoU was signed by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili and BPLTV 
Senior Deputy Director Mr. Zulkernai Fauzi. The ceremony was 
witnessed by the Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities 
(MPIC) YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin, representative of MoE 
Full Boarding School Management Division Director Madam Faridah 
Yang Razali, MPIC Secretary General Datuk Ravi Muthayah, MTC 
Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, MTC Trustees, as well as 
other dignitaries.

MTC also signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) with the 
Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA) to 
carry out a Community Farming Project valued at RM1.5 million 
to establish plantations of fast-growing timber species among local 

July-Aug 2022 Timber Malaysia
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YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin delivering her speech at MIACES 2022.The Minister (5th from the left) and MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff 
(3rd from the left) seated with officials before the start of an event in MIACES 2022.

communities to address the shortage of timber raw material faced by 
the timber industry. The MoA was signed by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili and MPMA Chairman Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman Rahman.

MTC also launched its first-ever online MTC Timber TV channel, an 
additional medium to disseminate the latest news and information 
on the timber industry. The channel is accessible via MTC’s YouTube 
page and is available for free across a range of devices and with no 
registration required.

MIACES 2022, which was held from 26 to 28 July, attracted more 
than 10,000 visitors and 350 companies from 39 countries. The 
objective of MIACES was to promote Malaysia as an international hub 
for the agricommodity sector and strengthen its position as a major 
producer of agricommodity products and showcase local innovation 
and technology at an international level.

Among the key activities held at the expo include a Special 
Agricommodity Roundtable Discussion with various Ambassadors 
to discuss possible bilateral trades with Malaysia, a signing 
ceremony of a Letter of Intent (LOI) from Aim Vision Limited 
Bangladesh with Malaysian Palm Oil Council (MPOC), Malaysian 
Rubber Council (MRC), and MTC, and the Malaysia International 
Agricommodity Awards (MIACA) where industry players from the 
various sectors were celebrated.

The Minister after the MoU signing between MTC and BPLTV (above) and at the 
launch of MTC’s Timber TV (below).

The Minister (fourth from the left) after the signing of MoA between MTC and MPMA on the Community Farming Project.



A sustainable path 
forward through 
community farming
In conjunction with the Malaysia International 
Agricommodity Expo and Summit (MIACES) 2022, the 
Malaysian Timber Council (MTC), the Malaysian Panel-
Products Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA), and the 
Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM) teamed up 
to showcase the community farming project at the expo. A 
special booth was set up at the Malaysia International Trade 
and Exhibition Centre (MITEC), Kuala Lumpur. 

Two tree species were promoted at the booth, namely 
Eucalyptus and Albizia. Eucalyptus oil such as Minyak Kayu 
Putih and essential oil which are part of FRIM’s research 
products were also promoted at the booth as the by-products 
of Eucalyptus leaves. A total of 1,000 Eucalyptus and Albizia 
tree saplings were given away as gifts to visitors at the fair.

The promotional booth also aimed to educate the public 
on the importance of sustainable agricultural operations 
and farming practices which yield a positive impact on the 
environment and people. This initiative is also undertaken 

The Minister signing the guest book at MTC’s booth.
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YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin at MTC’s Community Farming booth.

to expand awareness of the importance of conserving trees and 
forested areas which are also in line with MTC’s pledge to the 
national “100 Million Tree Planting Campaign” as an effort to 
increase the country’s tree cover and preserve its forest areas.



Two tree species were promoted at the 
booth, namely Eucalyptus and Albizia. 

The Minister looking on as MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff hands over 
a bag of saplings to a visitor.
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MTC signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) with MPMA 
to carry out a Community Farming Project valued at RM1.5 
million to establish plantations of fast-growing timber species.

Among the species that will be planted are Eucalyptus pellita, 
Eucalyptus deglupta, Paraserianthes facaltaria, and Kelampayan. 
The planting sites are in Pokok Sena, Kedah, Kuantan, Pahang, 
Gemas, Negeri Sembilan, and Ipoh, Perak, which will cover 
approximately 162 hectares of land. 

For more details on MTC’s Community Farming project, 
please contact Ms. Adeline Goh at adeline@mtc.com.my 

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin looking at the plantation species saplings.

July-Aug 2022 Timber Malaysia

Students from higher learning institutes at MTC’s Community Farming booth 
during MIACES 2022.

Some of the bags of saplings which consist of both  Eucalyptus and Albizia.
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MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff (fifth from left) led the delegation to Indonesia.

Learning more on 
Community Farming
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) together with the 
Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association 
(MPMA) conducted a Market Research Visit on Community 
Farming to Indonesia from 29 July to 1 August 2022. The 
visit focused on three main areas in Central Java namely 
Bandungan, Salatiga and Candimulyo.

The visit was led by MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida 
Yusoff and MPMA Chairman Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman 
Rahman. Joining them on this visit were representatives 
from the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities 
(MPIC), Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM), 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB), Malaysian Timber 
Certification Council (MTCC) as well as members from 
the timber associations, including The Timber Exporters’ 
Association of Malaysia (TEAM), Malaysian Wood Industries 
Association (MWIA), Malaysian Wood Moulding & Joinery 
Council (MWMJC) and Association of Bumiputera Timber 
and Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA). 

The visit aimed to gain a better understanding of community 
farming practised by the smallholders in Indonesia as well 
as its potential to boost wood supply for the industry and to 
improve the livelihood of the local community by having an 
additional source of income.

MTC recently signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) 
with MPMA to initiate a Community Farming Project valued 
at RM1.5 million to kick start the planting of fast-growing 
timber species among local communities in Peninsular 
Malaysia to address the shortage of raw materials faced by 
the timber industry.

Members of the delegation taking a closer look at how community farming is practised in 
one of the villages.

The MTC delegation at a sawmill in Central Java.
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Net-zero journey with ESG

The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) co-organised the Breakout 
Session on Timber for the Malaysia International Agricommodity 
Expo and Summit (MIACES) with its theme “Timber Trade Toward 
Legality and Certification” at the Malaysia International Trade and 
Exhibition Centre (MITEC) on 26 July 2022.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili in his welcoming remarks said the 
timber-based manufacturers need to put in place the principles of 
environmental, social, and governance (ESG) in their operations as 
foreign investors are more attracted to trade with such companies. 

“The industry should incorporate ESG considerations into its policy 
formulation and business operations,” he said.

He added that the National Agri-Commodity Policy 2021-2030 
(DAKN2030), which was launched by the Ministry of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities (MPIC), is used as a reference for the 
country’s Agricommodity industries’ ESG criteria as well as towards 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 2030 Agenda.

Four speakers were invited to speak on the issues of legality, 
certification, and ESG. MTC’s guest speaker, Mr. Promod Dass, the 
CEO of RAM Sustainability Sdn. Bhd. in his presentation titled “The 
Rise of ESG and the Potential for the Timber Industry” spoke on 
sustainability rating analysis areas, sustainability bond, and ESG 
assessment areas. Mr. Dass leads RAM Group’s ESG analytics and has 

an established track record as a bank credit rating analyst. He is also 
a thought leader for the Malaysian and ASEAN bond markets and 
Islamic finance. 

The other presenter was Ms. Sunita Muhamad, the Deputy Director 
of the Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB) with a presentation 
titled “Timber Trade: In View of Regulatory for Legality and 
Sustainability”. The presentation touched on the market demand for 
legal timber, timber supply chain, and Timber Legality Assurance 
System (MyTLAS).

This was followed by Ms. Siti Syaliza Mustapha, the CEO of the 
Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC) with her presentation 
titled “Optimising ESG Value Creation through Certification” which 
touched on aspects of the certified forest areas under the Malaysian 
Timber Certification Scheme (MTCS), the worldwide export of MTCS 
and PEFC certified timber products, and how certification validates a 
business’s efforts to improve ESG performance.

The final presenter, Advisor of the Malaysian Green Building Council 
Ar. Von Kok Leong shared the challenges of building with timber 
and decarbonising the construction industry with timber in his 
presentation titled “Usage of Sustainable and Legal Timber Towards 
Mitigating Climate Change in Construction Industry”. 

The session attracted more than 80 participants from the timber 
industry, academicians, and other stakeholders. 

Mr. Promod Dass speaks on sustainability rating analysis areas.MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili delivering his welcoming remarks.

The speakers (from left to right) Mr. Promod Dass, Ar. Von Kok Leong, Ms. Siti Syaliza Mustapha, and Ms. Sunita Muhamad. 
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MTC’s seminar on migrant 
workers’ management
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) showed its commitment 
towards human rights and upholding labour standards with a 
seminar on the effective management of migrant workers on 8 
August 2022.

The seminar, titled “Enhanced Social Compliance Practices in 
Employment of Migrant Workers in the Malaysian Timber Industry”, 
had renowned Migrant Worker Rights Specialist Mr Andy Hall as a 
keynote speaker together with Mr Arulkumar Singaraveloo, who is 
the co-founder of the Malaysia HR Forum.

“The issue of migrant workers and their state of affairs, including 
forced labour, is of concern to the MTC. The situation has become dire 
to a point that it is affecting our businesses. It is time to address these 
challenges head on,” said MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili.

He added that it was also vital that issues revolving around forced 
labour be addressed as strong emphasis is now being placed globally 
on Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) initiatives in 
businesses.
 
“This seminar was an important step forward for the Malaysian 
timber industry. Challenges revolving around migrant workers 
welfare and prevention of forced labour will increasingly become 
mandatory for doing business globally,” said Mr. Hall.

“Timber industry players need to get a better understanding about 
unethical recruitment and exorbitant recruitment fees which lead to 
debt bondage for migrant workers. The recruitment process starts in 
the villages of these workers where they are promised certain things 
but when they arrive in the country, it’s a totally different scenario,” 
said Mr. Arulkumar.

“Whereas now it’s only the United States Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) that imposes trade enforcement action or issues 
Withhold Release Orders (WRO). Countries like Canada and Europe 
will eventually follow suit in the near future,” said Mr. Hall, adding 
that it is important not to be subjected to US sanctions.

Mr. Arulkumar said it is more expensive for companies to be non-
compliant than compliant as the fines and loss of business earnings 
can run into millions of dollars when companies become embroiled in 
forced labour scandals.

“If employers can be compliant to even Malaysian laws, then they 
have automatically fulfilled at least 60% to 70% of international 
social compliance regulations concerning forced labour,” said Mr. 
Arulkumar.

He highlighted the 11 International Labour Organisations (ILO) 
Forced Labour Indicators while providing an overview on ethical 
recruitment frameworks.

(From left) Speaker Mr. Arulkumar Singaraveloo with MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili and Mr George Yap. 
(Inset) Mr. Andy Hall.
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Mr Arulkumar Singaraveloo says timber industry players need to get a better 
understanding of unethical recruitment and debt bondage that affects foreign workers.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili says it is important that issues revolving around forced 
labour is addressed promptly.

Mr Arul said the key areas of concern for MTC members were related 
to high recruitment fees which lead to the migrant workers’ debt 
bondage, deceitful employment, or false promises, withholding of 
wages and documents such as passports, movement restrictions, and 
deplorable living conditions as some of the issues affecting migrant 
workers.

“It’s a simple rule of treating every human being with dignity that the 
timber industry members need to follow,” said Mr. Hall. 

Mr. Muhtar said it was also vital that issues revolving around forced 
labour be addressed as strong emphasis is now being placed globally 
on Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) initiatives in 
businesses.

“Safeguarding workers’ rights, be it locals or foreigners, to ensure the 
sustainability of the industry in accordance with ESG and the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development is important. This is also in line 
with MTC’s Business Plan for 2022 under the ‘ESG Initiatives’ pillar and 
it is one of the reasons why we have organized this seminar,” he said.

He also said that MTC is now drafting its ESG Charter which will 
serve as a guide for Malaysian timber industry players to refer and 
adopt in their businesses. The Charter will be ready in the fourth 
quarter of 2022.

“It was also vital 
that issues revolving 
around forced labour 
be addressed as strong 
emphasis is now 
being placed globally 
on Environmental, 
Social and Governance 
(ESG) initiatives in 
businesses,”

- Mr. Muhtar.

Mr. Andy Hall during his virtual presentation said the seminar was an important step forward for the timber industry.
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Agricommodity products 
promo goes to Vietnam

The Deputy Minister of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities YB Datuk Willie Anak Mongin led the 
Technical Mission of Agricommodity Products to Hanoi, 
Vietnam, from 3 to 8 July 2022.

The mission is part of a series of economic missions overseas 
to promote Malaysian Agricommodity products. During this 
mission, official meetings were held with the Deputy Minister 
of Agriculture and Rural Development, H.E. Le Quoc Doanh and 
the Deputy Minister of Trade and Industries, H.E. Tran Quoc 
Khanh, respectively. Both meetings were held to discuss the 

YB Datuk Willie Anak Mongin (fifth from right) led the Technical Mission of Agricommodity Products to Hanoi. Also seen in the picture is MTC Chairman Madam 
Hajah Norrida Yusoff (second from right).

potential collaboration between the two countries within the major 
agricommodity sectors such as palm oil, rubber, and timber.

The mission concluded with an Agricommodity Networking 
Dinner with the Vietnamese Agricommodity industry members.

Joining the Deputy Minister on this programme were the 
Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) Chairman Madam Hajah 
Norrida Yusoff, MTC COO Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman 
and MTC Industry Development and Transformation Division 
(IDTD) Director Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob.

Potential collaborations between both countries were discussed at length.
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The FTP programme, 
which is a collaboration 
between MTC, the 
Malaysian Timber 
Industry Board (MTIB), 
and SIRIM STS Sdn Bhd 
was introduced in 2021. 

The Deputy Minister of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities, YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng visited 
Isella Sofa Design Sdn Bhd in Semenyih, Selangor, on 19 
July 2022 to see the success and improvements Isella Sofa 
made to its manufacturing processes after undergoing the 
Malaysian Timber Council’s (MTC) Factory Transformation 
Programme (FTP). 

The FTP programme, which is a collaboration between MTC, 
the Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB), and SIRIM 
STS Sdn Bhd was introduced in 2021. 

Fourteen companies have participated in the first phase 
of this programme. FTP aims to assist SMEs and non-
SMEs in the timber manufacturing sector to improve their 
manufacturing capabilities through the application of 
Green 5S, Lean Management and Innovation Management 
methods to improve performance, and ultimately business 
excellence, as well as be Industry 4.0 ready. The programme 
modules are based on standards developed by SIRIM STS 
Sdn Bhd.

Through FTP, Isella Sofa has managed to reduce the number 
of factory workers and increased its annual income which 
proves the effectiveness of the programme. 

Joining the Deputy Minister on this visit were MTC’s 
Leadership Team members, including COO Madam 
Noraihan Abdul Rahman, Market Promotion and Product 
Development (MPPD) Director Ms. Alexis Chang, Industry 
Development and Transformation Division (IDTD) Director 
Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob and MTC staff. 

YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng (left) taking a closer look at the improvements made 
to the factory.

YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng at Isella Sofa Design’s factory.

MTC scores with FTP success
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Embracing circular economy
A circular economy model offers a chance at innovation and 
integration between businesses, natural ecosystems, and waste 
management. It encourages the replacement of traditional “make-
use-dispose” models in traditional linear economies and attempts to 
ensure that businesses play a bigger role in protecting and restoring 
the planet’s ecosystem.

Recognising the need to educate businesses on the importance 
of adopting a circular economy business model MTC has taken 
an initiative by becoming a Gold Sponsor for the Star Circular 
Economy Conference (CEC) 2022 which was held virtually from 
13 to 14 July 2022. 

The objective of the conference was to raise awareness of the 
importance of promoting sustainable living by incorporating the 
concept of the circular economy into business product lines and to 
encourage corporations to understand the importance and benefits 
of implementing circular economy policies in their business models. 
This sponsorship is in line with MTC’s 2022 Must Wins on Value the 
Power of Circular Economy and is also an initiative to improve the 
public perception of the timber industry.

As the population grows rapidly, consumption of raw materials 
is also on the rise, with most natural resources being finite in 
nature. Against this backdrop, calls for a shift from our current 
economic model, a “take, make, waste” economy, or linear economy, 
to a circular “reduce, reuse, recycle”, are increasingly urgent. A 
transition towards a circular economy offers a solution framework 
that promotes the elimination of waste and the safe usage of finite 
natural resources.

MTC introduced its five-year roadmap, which encourages local 
timber companies to embrace sustainable goals and circular 

economy, as the industry gradually seeks to progress towards 
sustainable production and consumption.

In order to facilitate discussions on the benefits of shifting 
towards a circular economy, MTC engaged the Principal Director 
of Hijjas Kasturi Associates Sdn Bhd Ar. Dr. Serina Hijjas, and 
MTC’s Board of Trustee Mr. George Yap, as spokespersons. Both 
spokespersons are strong supporters of sustainable and circularity 
projects in their own right.

Looking into specific examples, Ar. Dr. Serina in her presentation 
titled “Case Study: Harnessing the Natural Resources”, shared that 
a net-zero future is attainable. She also said that timber offers 
significant advantages for the circular economy, given the resource is 
naturally renewable and easily reusable when paired with regenerative 
economic principles. Serina represented Malaysia in the recent Dubai 
Expo 2020 and won a competition to showcase sustainability through 
the construction of the rainforest-inspired Malaysia Pavilion which is 
the only net-zero carbon structure at the Expo.

Mr. Yap, who was also a panelist for the discussion on the topic of 
“Recycling & the Circular Economy: What’s the difference?” said that 
products that are recycled and remanufactured under the circular 
economic model, must be durable, require the minimum effort in 
the repurposing process, and should have added value. He also added 
that contrary to what is being perceived, the timber sector is an 
environmentally friendly industry.

MTC seeks to spearhead the timber section’s circular economy transition 
through close collaboration with sector peers and relevant stakeholders. 
As one of the main partners in CEC 2022, MTC sees the conference as 
the perfect opportunity for stakeholders to build strategic partnerships 
and spread awareness regarding the benefits of a circular economy.

The speakers and panelists line up that facilitate discussions on the benefits of shifting 
towards a circular economy.

Mr. George Yap (third from left) gives his views as one of the panelist at the conference.
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Parolees in 
Panasonic 
help with 

manpower 
shortage

In conjunction with the Malaysian Prison Department (JPM) 
Corporate Smart Internship (CSI) and Reintegrasi Penghuni 
Industri Programme, MTC organised a visit to Panasonic 
Appliances Air-Conditioning Malaysia Sdn Bhd (PAPAMY) to better 
understand the recruitment requirements of inmates in a factory 
environment on 30 June 2022.

In his welcoming remarks, PAPAMY Director of Corporate 
Human Resources, Dato’ Moktar Mohd Salleh highlighted 
PAPAMY’s journey in hiring parolees through this initiative. 
This was followed by a briefing on the company by PAPAMY 
Indirect Manufacturing Director, Ms. Hamidah Hamzah. MTC 
delegation was taken on a tour of the facility including visiting 
the accommodation of the parolees provided by PAPAMY.

MTC delegation led by Industry Development and 
Transformation Division (IDTD) Director Mr. Mokhtar Mohd 
Yaacob was joined by Administration Division Head, Mr. Faizal 
Shah, and other staff members.

The programme is part of MTC’s initiatives to encourage timber-
based companies to hire permissible parolees and to assist in the 
rehabilitation of prisoners. It is also part of alternative solutions to 
manage the issue of the lack of manpower in the timber industry.

Stamp of 
cooperation 
with Poland

The virtual MoU signing between the Malaysian Timber Council 
(MTC), the Polish Chamber of Commerce of the Wood Industry 
(PECWI), and the Polish Investment and Trade Agency (PAIH) 
was held on 26 July 2022 to tighten cooperation between the 
organisations and boost trade between the two countries.

The MoU was signed by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, PECWI 
President Mr. Marek Kubiak and PAIH President of the Board 
Mr. Krzysztof Drynda. Also present at the signing ceremony 
were MTC COO Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman, International 
Business Development Division (C1) Director Mr. Tan Ting Wai, 
Market Promotion and Product Development (MPPD) Director 
Ms. Alexis Chang, MTC Europe Regional Office Head Mr. 
Gopinathan Tanikudy and International Business Development 
Division (C1) Executive Ms. Lim Siew Jin. 

Efforts to increase the presence of Malaysian timber and timber 
products in Poland were intensified in the past two years. 
Poland’s imports of Malaysian wooden furniture have been 
rising steadily since 2017 and there has been an increase in 
demand for BJC too. Poland has been importing mainly wooden 
furniture, veneer, and BJC from Malaysia apart from mouldings 
and sawntimber.

Prior to this, MTC also organised a dialogue titled Malaysia-
Eastern Europe: “Undiscovered Potential” in 2020 to gauge 
the market potential and the opportunities for Malaysian 
exporters to the Eastern European market, specifically 
Poland. This was one of the efforts mooted by MTC’s Europe 
Regional Office to expand Malaysia’s market share for timber 
and timber products there. 

 Hiring parolees brings much benefits.The MoU with the Polish counterparts will further enhance bilateral trade.
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MTC’s booth attracts 300 
visitors at ARCHIDEX
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) participated in the 21st 
edition of the International Architecture, Interior Design, 
and Building Exhibition (ARCHIDEX) 2022 which was held 
from 29 June to 2 July 2022 at the KL Convention Centre 
(KLCC).

Touted as Southeast Asia’s leading exhibition and networking 
event for architects, urban planners, interior designers, 
and other related industry professionals, ARCHIDEX has 
earned itself a pivotal position in showcasing the latest in 
the building and design landscape. This architecture business 
event was jointly organised by the Malaysia Institute of 
Architects (PAM) and C.I.S Network Sdn. Bhd.

MTC’s participation in the exhibition portrayed the Council’s 
commitment to promoting the benefits and beauty of timber 
as a material of choice in the construction and creating 
exceptional experiences for visitors to explore timber’s 
intrinsic qualities, particularly its strength, durability, and 
versatility.

Visitors to MTC’s booth comprising architects, designers, 
developers, and architectural students, were informed about 
Malaysia’s sustainable forest management as well as green 
credentials of timber as a building material. MTC’s presence 
at ARCHIDEX this year is to enable the Council to connect, 
collaborate and create new business ventures and bridges 
with the architectural community. MTC COO Madam Noraihan (right) together with MTC Market Promotion & Product 

Development Director Ms. Alexis Chang (left) and Ms. Alice Tee (middle) from MWMJC
 at MTC’s promotional booth.

MTC’s promotional booth at ARCHIDEX 2022.

Exhibitions like ARCHIDEX offered a viable platform for industry 
professionals to understand the vast potential of timber-based products in 
driving the local timber industry forward which is in line with MTC’s efforts.

This year, in collaboration with the Malaysian Wood Moulding and 
Joinery Council (MWMJC), MTC’s promotional booth occupied a total 
space of 60 square metres and displayed various timber products such 
as flooring, furniture, wooden frame, wooden shutter and railings, 
palette, as well as an infrared sauna produced by MWMJC’s members.

Information materials such as timber product brochures were also 
disseminated at the booth. The four-day exhibition managed to attract 
more than 300 visitors to the MTC’s booth.

Other programmes organised in conjunction with ARCHIDEX 
included conferences, forums, trade talks, industry meetings, business 
matching, networking sessions, and awards for industry recognition. 
The exhibition was a resounding success with its record of over 30,000 
visitors from 86 countries.
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MTC staff at MTC’s promotional booth in MIFF 2022. 

MIFF returns with 
physical, virtual fairs
After two years of the pandemic disruption, the 26th edition of 
the Malaysian International Furniture Fair (MIFF) returned via 
a hybrid edition combining the physical trading floor and MIFF 
Furniverse that was launched in 2020 to link up buyers and 
suppliers in the absence of a physical event from 6 to 9 July 2022. 

A total of 10,017 buyers from 94 countries and regions crowded 
the booths of 192 exhibitors from 11 countries, generating USD 
199 million in on-site sales at the Malaysia International Trade 
and Exhibition Centre (MITEC) and World Trade Centre Kuala 
Lumpur (WTCKL).

In addition to its reputation as a global top 10 furniture show 
and the largest in Southeast Asia, it showcased renowned high-
quality wood furniture for homes and commercial indoor and 
outdoor needs.

The business momentum was driven by the wide range of 
furniture exhibited, returning visitors and first-timer attendees 
making up 40% of the traffic as retailers sought to diversify 
their sources after supply uncertainties caused by the pandemic.

The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) participated in the MIFF 
with a total promotional booth space of 12 sqm. MTC received 
20 enquiries within four days of the exhibition. Visitors to MTC’s 
booth were enquiring about sawntimber, MDF, and furniture. These 
visitors were mainly from India, China, Singapore, and Thailand.

Among the MIFF exhibitors were the Malaysian Timber 
Industry Board (MTIB), Forest Research Institute Malaysia 
(FRIM), Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC), 
Sarawak Timber Industry Development Corporation (STIDC), 

Some of the visitors that visited MTC’s promotional booth.

Malaysia External Trade Development Corporation (MATRADE), 
Gabon Timber Industry, and Godrej (Vietnam) Company Limited.

As part of its continuous effort to encourage export, MTC 
formulated a sponsorship programme called the “MTC Financial 
Incentive for Participation in International Fairs Held in Malaysia” 
to enable timber-based manufacturers to participate in MIFF 2022.



Designing for a   
Resilient Planet

MTC Timber Talk by Ar. Melvyn J. Kanny

The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC)  organised its third 
MTC Timber Talk webinar session on 19 August 2022 with 
award-winning architect, Ar. Melvyn J. Kanny as the guest 
speaker. Ar. Melvyn has been in the construction and property 
development industry for over 26 years and is known for 
creating eco-friendly and sustainable architectural designs 
whilst keeping to the ‘Malaysian identity’.

Ar. Melvyn shared his inspirations and insights through his 
presentation titled “Designing for a Resilient Planet” where he 
touched on the concept of biophilic design which incorporates 
natural light, airflow, and other elements into the built 
environment to make living spaces more appealing. He also 
gave examples of how designing with natural materials like 
timber can help to create more resilient places.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, who delivered the welcoming 
remarks, said that timber is known as a renewable and most 

sustainable building material as it could reduce carbon footprint in 
the building sector and create a more aesthetically and healthy built 
environment.

He also added that Malaysia is recognized for its high-quality 
timbers and timber products that are sustainably sourced. 

MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili delivering his welcoming remarks.
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Profile of Architect
Ar. Melvyn J. Kanny has over 26 years of experience in the construction and property development industry. 
He graduated from the Bartlett School of Architecture in 1990 and did his postgraduate studies at the 
Southbank University London. He returned to Malaysia in 1993 and worked for a few architectural firms 
before starting his own practice in 2003.

He has won numerous awards namely the Asia Pacific Property Awards, PAM Commendation Awards, PAM 
Gold and Silver Awards, Luxury Lifestyle Award, and iDea iProperty Development Excellence Award.

His philosophy includes designing sustainable development within the context of the tropics and pushing the 
boundaries of design trends and keeping the ‘Malaysian identity’ as a constant factor in local architecture. 

Among his projects are the Solitaire Suites KL, Teringin @ Sri Ukay, Funnel House, Canopy House, Janda Baik 
Twin Villa, and Mines Resort Condominium.

Ar. Melvyn presentation touched on the types of timber material being used in the construction.

Over 90 participants comprising university lecturers, students, architects, interior designers, and timber association members participated 
in the webinar.

MTC Timber Talk is the Council’s effort to educate and provide insights into the best design practices, latest innovations, and knowledge 
on interesting case studies from the leading experts in the building and architectural sector. The talks are also organised to spark interest 
among users and specifiers on the advantages of using sustainably sourced timbers as building material.

For more info on MTC Timber Talk 2022 by Ar. Melvyn J. Kanny “Designing for a Resilient Planet” – log onto MTC’s YouTube channel, 
“MTC Timber TV”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uQq1RdUPiuA
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Ms. Nornajjua moderating the webinar session.

Timber Talks are organised to 
spark interest among users and 
specifiers on the advantages 
of using sustainably sourced 
timbers as building material.
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Build your 
brand

The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) recently introduced the MTC 
Industry Branding Programme – Brand Audit & Coaching to help 
timber industry players to develop their brand strategy.

The programme will assist participants by providing an analysis 
of their company and their brand positioning in the market as 
well as spot their business strengths, opportunities, and areas of 
improvement.

Two brand agencies have been selected to help these companies to 
either embark on their branding journey or further strengthen it.
They are Fusion Brand Sdn Bhd and Brand 360 Degree Sdn Bhd. 

Fusion Brand, which was established in 2003, is a multi-cultural 
brand consultancy that makes obscure businesses became brands. 
Among its clientele are Tourism Malaysia, SME Bank, Malaysia 
Productivity Corporation, Aquaraya and Amanahraya. Brand 360 
Degree is a boutique brand agency that came into being in 2007. Its 
clientele includes Ekuiti Nasional Bhd, Vistage, MDEC, Clayton and 
Ngan Yin peanuts.

The MTC Industry Branding Programme offers two packages. 
Package 1: Brand Audit & Report is recommended for companies 
that either have a company or product brand. The assigned 
brand consultant will provide a “brand audit” which will include 
an assessment on the company’s current brand position and 
recommendations, among others.

Package 2: Brand Audit, Report & Crash Coaching Session will 
involve a one-to-one crash course in branding for companies that 
have yet to develop their own brand. 

The duration for the programme is three months.

Be lean, 
avoid waste

A webinar, titled “Lean Approach & Continuous Improvement”, was 
held on 5 August 2022 as part of the Malaysian Timber Council’s 
Work Hard, Play Hard, and Pray Hard (WHP2H) programme.

Speaker Mr. Anand Markandu started by highlighting the origins of 
the lean management concept, the type of wastes in the workplace 
and identified the tools for continuous improvements.

“The only sustainable way to increase profits is to focus on cost 
reduction and lean’s focus on eliminating waste addresses this,” 
said Mr. Anand.

He spoke at length on the “eight deadly wastes” which are defects, 
overproduction, waiting, non-utilised talent, transportation, 
inventory, motion, and extra-processing.

“Writing reports that no one reads or creating repetitive information 
on multiple documents and delays in approvals are some of the 
common problems in many organisations,” said Mr. Anand.

The webinar, which had 70 participants, also included breakout sessions 
where MTC staff had to identify the “eight deadly waste.” 

The speaker also introduced the “PDCA method” which stands for “Plan”, 
“Do”, “Check” and “Act” as a way of resolving problems and ended his 
presentation with “How to Write Emails with Military Precision”.

The Industry Branding Programme – Brand Audit & Coaching will help timber 
industry players to develop their brand strategy.

One of the topics of discussion was the origins of the lean concept.
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In collaboration with the Multimedia Training Academy, Infra Minda 
Global Sdn Bhd, the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) organised a 
workshop on Social Media Content Creation from 18 to 19 July 2022 
at its Headquarters in Kuala Lumpur.

MTC COO Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman delivered the welcoming 
remarks on behalf of MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili where she said 
that there is a lot of focus on social media these days and the skills 
of creating content that connects with the target audience are the 
foundation that allows businesses to be efficient, effective, and 
strategic in its marketing efforts.

This two-day workshop covered photography, videography, 
copywriting, and content development. Coaching was also provided 

to the participants by having a practical hands-on session with the 
attendees’ on the basic photography and videography skills such 
as shooting, lighting, and editing to create the best quality content 
creation.

The trainer, Mr. Mohd Rashidi Isa, who has an extensive experience 
in photography and videography shared his knowledge with the 
participants on the types of good and bad marketing, camera 
composition, concepts and techniques in video production, and 
angles, amongst others. 

This workshop, well suited for small business owners, content 
creators, and social media marketers, had about 50 participants 
comprising timber associations’ members and MTC staff. 

July-Aug 2022 Timber Malaysia

The trainer, Mr. Mohd Rashidi Isa delivering his presentation.Madam Noraihan delivering her welcoming remarks. 

Learning to develop  
great content



The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) recently provided corporate 
sponsorship to the International Islamic University Malaysia 
(IIUM) for its IIUM Engineering Congress (IEC’22) which was held 
from 9-10 August 2022. 

The Engineering Congress had five conferences which discussed 
major topical issues on engineering as follows:
• The 2022 IEEE 8th International Conference on Mechatronics   
 Engineering (ICOM ’22)
• The 6th International Conference on Mathematical    
 Applications in Engineering (ICMAE ’22)
• The 5th International Conference on Advances of    
 Manufacturing and Materials Engineering (ICAMME ’22)
• The 5th International Conference on Engineering
  Professional Ethics and Education (ICEPEE ’22)
• The 1st International Conference on Civil 
 Engineering (ICCE ’22)

MTC’s sponsorship to IIUM is part of its programme for enhancing 
the talent pool by engaging engineering graduates as well as 
undergraduates to join the timber industry through MTC’s 
Engineer Placement and Internship Programme (EPIP). A total of 
79 timber-based companies registered for MTC’s EPIP programme 
between April and June this year. 
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Sponsorship for IIUM 
Engineering Congress 2022

IIUM ENGINEERING
CONGRESS 2022

9 - 10 AUGUST 2022
ONLINE CONFERENCE 

KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA

Sponsored By:

ORGANIZED BY:
KULLIYYAH OF
ENGINEERING

The Engineering Congress booklet.

EPIP aims to strengthen the industry’s knowledge talent and to steer the timber industry towards the adoption of IR4.0.
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The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) made a courtesy visit to 
Marcoco Furniture Industries Sdn. Bhd. on 22 August 2022 to get an 
update and overview of the furniture industry performance including 
market strategy in the Northern Region.

Marcoco has been in the industry for 40 years and specialises in the 
manufacturing of home and office furniture. The company exports its 
furniture to over 40 countries covering Asia, the Middle East, Africa, 
the Pacific Islands, South America, and the Indian Ocean.

MTC’s delegation was led by its Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida 
Yusoff and together with her was the CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, 
Industry Development and Transformation Division (IDTD) Director 
Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob, International Business Development 
Division - Cluster 2 (IBDD-C2) Director Mr. Khairul Anwar and 
several MTC members. MTC delegation was welcomed by Marcoco’s 
Executive Director Datuk Cha Hoo Peng.

MTC also visited Holmawood Sdn. Bhd. at their office in Petaling 
Jaya on 23 August 2022. The MTC delegation was led by its CEO Mr. 
Muhtar Suhaili and together with him were the Strategic Planning 
and Corporate Communications Division (SPCD) Director Ms. Lau Li 
Har, Market Promotion and Product Development Division (MPPD) 
Senior Manager Ms. Jennyfer Lee, SPCD Manager Mr. Azmir Husni 
Mohamed Nor, and MPPD Senior Executive Mr. Raja Mahadi Raja 
Muhamed. The Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia (TEAM) 
was represented by Senior Executive Officer Ms. Juliana Yu.

The delegation was welcomed by Holmawood’s owners, Mr. Anthony 
Seow and Mr. Steven Seow. The visit, which was co-organised with 
TEAM was a reciprocal courtesy visit made by Holmawood to MTC.

Holmawood is a specialised manufacturer and exporter of mouldings 
and timber products to various overseas markets such as the United 
States, Europe, Japan, Russia, South Africa, Australia, and Asia.

The intention of the visit was to explore collaborations between both 
parties as well as to promote MTC’s programmes and services. Both 
parties also discussed the importance of conserving the ecosystem 
for the sustainability of the whole industry while ensuring the supply 
of raw materials remains adequate.

Engagement with   
Marcoco & Holmawood

MTC together with TEAM visits Holmawood Sdn. Bhd.MTC delegation led by the Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida visited Marcoco Furniture 
Industries Sdn. Bhd.

The intention 
of the visit 
was to explore 
collaborations 
between both 
parties as well as 
to promote MTC’s 
programmes and 
services. 
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Import

For the first half of 2022, Malaysia’s export of timber and timber products was RM13.19 billion, which was an increase of 13.8% compared to the 
same corresponding period in 2021 that was RM11.59 billion. In the same period in 2022, increases were also recorded in the total import at 16.6%, 
total trade by 14.5% and trade balance by 12.3%.

Malaysia’s Trade Performance from January to June 2022

Among the agricommodity sectors in Malaysia, the timber industry maintained its top three position from January to June 2022 with total trade 
at RM17.79 billion. The oil palm sector remained its top position at RM82.64 billion with rubber at the second place at RM32.73 billion. These were 
followed by cocoa at RM6.63 billion, tobacco at RM0.41 billion and pepper at RM0.12 billion.

Rise in timber exports
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The top products exported were wooden furniture with an export 
value of RM6.02 billion or 45.6% of the total export, followed by 
plywood (RM1.88 billion or 14.2%) and sawntimber (RM1.38 
billion or 10.5%). Following these were Builders’ Joinery and 
Carpentry (BJC) which recorded an export value of RM 0.70 
billion (5.3%), mouldings at RM0.46 billion (3.5%), fibreboard at 
RM0.45 billion (3.4%), logs at RM0.24 billion (1.8%), chipboard/
particleboard at RM0.16 billion (1.2%), veneer at RM0.04 billion 
(0.3%) and other products at RM1.87 billion or 14.2%.

Export
For import, out of the total of RM4.60 billion recorded for the 
first half of 2022, wooden furniture maintained its first place at 
RM1.21 billion or 26.3% of the total import. This was followed by 
plywood at RM1.00 billion (21.6%), sawntimber at RM0.44 billion 
(9.5%), veneer at RM0.29 billion (6.3%), chipboard/particleboard 
at RM0.21 billion (4.6%), BJC at RM0.11 billion (2.3%), fibreboard 
at RM0.10 billion (2.2%), mouldings at RM0.09 billion (1.9%), 
and logs at RM0.08 billion (1.8%). The import of other products 
totalled RM1.08 billion or 23.4% of the total import.

Import

For the first half of 2022, Malaysia’s timber and timber products have been 
largely exported to USA valued at RM4.49 billion or 34.1% of the total export, 
Japan at RM1.97 billion (14.9%) and China at RM1.30 billion (9.8%). The 
three countries accounted for 58.9% of Malaysia’s total export. 

The other destinations were Singapore at RM0.64 billion (4.8%), Australia 
at RM0.58 billion (4.4%), India at RM0.46 billion (3.5%), United Kingdom at 
RM0.37 billion (2.8%), South Korea at RM0.33 billion (2.5%), the Netherlands at 
RM0.28 billion (2.1%) and the Philippines at RM0.25 billion (1.9%).

Performance by Export Destinations 
and Import Origins: Top 10

Timber Trade by Region in Malaysia 

IMPORT

Sources: DOSM & MTIB
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Top 10 Export Destinations

For the period under review, Malaysia imported RM1.71 billion worth of timber and timber products from China or 37.2% of the total import. This 
was followed by Indonesia at RM0.90 billion (19.6%), Vietnam at RM0.45 (9.7%), Thailand at RM0.30 billion (6.5%), USA at RM0.24 billion (5.2%), 
Brazil at RM0.19 billion (4.0%), New Zealand at RM0.10 billion (2.1%), Australia at RM0.08 billion (1.8%), Chile at RM0.05 billion (1.0%) and 
Poland at RM0.04 billion or 0.9%. 



IN CONVERSATION 

1. How would you describe your design style as an 
architect and what is your source of inspiration for 
designing a building?

My designs could be described as “contemporary tropical 
architecture” with raw and spartan expressions. I also strive to 
retain and interpret the Malay identity and express it in the spirit 
of the present. A strong and clear sense of identity is an important 
pursuit of my designs. It gives a sense of belonging and well-being. 

It is very easy to feel lost, especially in this era of globalisation 
and borderless existence.  However, as much as possible, I resort 
to using local and natural materials such as local timber, stones, 

Ar. Azman Zainal Md. Nor
Elegant and durable, timber is one of architects’ favourite building materials for its 
versatility and natural aesthetic. Timber Malaysia caught up with Ar. Azman Zainal 
Md. Nor to speak about his journey in using an array of recycled and salvaged timbers 
to create a stunning and well-oriented space that embraces creativity and sustainable 
design. He has over 35 years of experience in construction and property development 
and is well known for using recycled timbers in most of his architectural projects.

In Conversation with
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and clay bricks. Using local materials automatically gives the 
building its local identity. I use local timber species so that I can 
capture the Malaysian identity. I like to express the raw beauty 
of these natural materials but in a contemporary style. 

My main source of inspiration comes from the land and its 
climate as this is the ultimate source of identity. The land and 
climate shape the flora and fauna which provide habitation 
and sustenance for man and animals. The climate and natural 
environment determine what we wear and eat and provide the 
resources to build our shelters. We respond to these elements 
and our responses are unique to our climate. These responses 
over time develop into lifestyle and culture and from here we
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IN CONVERSATION 

derive our sense of identity. I have always regarded the land as an 
entity that possesses its own identity and character. To build and 
cohabit on the land, we need to make acquaintance with the land so 
that the building and land are in unity.

2. You are one of those architects who like to use 
recycled timbers in your project. What made you 
decide to use recycled timbers?  

I resorted to using recycled timbers because they are dry and logged 
from mature trees or at least from the most matured part of the 
tree. Their durability against insects and the weather is well proven. 
They also have beautiful grains and strong character. Dry and 
mature wood is strong and suitable for structural purposes. 

The timber supply culture in the past is different from today. 
Suitable timbers were ready and available for immediate 
use as it has been air dried at the mill. Buying timber for 
structural purposes today is not as simple as other materials 
like steel and concrete. The supply system to the local 
construction today is vague and not very systematic. 

Purchasing points are either at hardware shops or straight 
from the sawmill. Buying from the hardware shops, we are 
not certain as to the quality of timber that is being delivered 
to the site. We do not know whether the strength complies 
with the strength groups as designed by the engineers, to 
verify it on site and return the rejected ones is disruptive to 
the construction process. 

Helmi’s Serambi which was designed by Ar. Azman.

“I resorted to use 
recycled timbers as 
their durability against 
insects and the weather 
is well proven. They also 
have beautiful grains.”   
Ar. Azman Zainal
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Architectural impression of the family area in the Aja’s House, Port Dickson.
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If we want to buy timber direct from the 
sawmill, the log will only be cut after we 
have given a deposit. This means that we 
will be getting green timber and have 
to wait for six to 12 months for it to be 
suitable for building purposes. Thus, 
the supply and delivery process of new 
timber for construction is not in sync with 
the construction process. By having my 
workshop and using reclaimed timber, it is 
easier to schedule the construction process 
and we stand a better chance of getting 
good quality timber.

3. Please name the projects 
in which you have used recycled 
timbers and the species.

All my private residential projects use 
recycled timbers. I have yet been able 
to use it in institutional or commercial 
projects. In Matthew’s Residence, Dr. 
Tajuddin’s Residence, Taib’s Bungalow, and 
Anjung Kelana Residence, I managed to 
obtain a large stock of reclaimed Merbau 
and some Chengal, Kempas, and Balau. 

A lesson that I have learned from 
reclaimed timbers, specifically Kempas, 
is that it needs to be re-treated as 
resurfacing of the old timber exposes the 
untreated part of the wood. The treatment 
only penetrates about 15mm from the 
surface.

4. Is it easy for you to source 
recycled timbers? 

It is easier these days with online 
advertisements compared to 10 or 15 
years ago. Once you have established a 
relationship with suppliers, it will get 
easier as the suppliers will immediately 
contact you if there is an available stock 
of recycled timbers. The biggest challenge 
is processing the recycled timbers. It 
involves managing the logistics from 
the source to the construction site. The 
timbers also need to be dressed as they 
have been weathered out or decayed in 
some parts, and the nails and screws need 
to be extracted. 

It will get harder to get the recycled 
timbers as supply depletes. Starting from 
the ‘70s there has been a decreasing trend 
of using timber in buildings and this has 
created a vacuum not only in supply but in 
knowledge and expertise on timber. 

IN CONVERSATION 

Timber door at Masjid Jamek.
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A terrace house made from timber structure at Shah Alam, Selangor.

5. We heard that you have a workshop. 
Where is it located and is this workshop 
only processing wood for your 
architectural projects? 

Yes, that workshop is my design laboratory and mini 
sawmill. Initially, I was relying on a friend’s sawmill to 
process the timber, however, the logistics were getting 
expensive, and it was not efficient as there were a lot 
of wastages and double handling of materials. 

I brought the reclaimed timbers and machinery to the 
project site but there was a problem with the storage, 
working areas, and suitable power supply. Finally, I 
decided to set up a workshop in Port Dickson, which 
I also regard as my design laboratory. From here, I 
have made building components including custom 
furniture, windows, and doors for my projects. 
Currently, I have five carpenters working at this 
workshop.

6. Among all the architectural projects 
that you have designed, which one is your 
favorite? 

My current favorite project is the Anjung Kelana 
Residence in Negeri Sembilan which was fully 
built using recycled timbers and timber jointing 
techniques, except for the floor and wall boarding 
which was nailed. It is my own retreat house and bears 
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Interior view of the Anjung Kelana Residence, Port Dickson.

IN CONVERSATION 
July-Aug 2022 Timber Malaysia



Laterite Chalet by Ar. Azman.

full testimony of my design thoughts and philosophy. It looks 
raw, spartan, and devoid of luxurious décor. I call it ascetic 
aesthetics. It expresses my identity as well as the contemporary 
Malay identity. It is designed to respond to our tropical climate 
with ample cross ventilation and passive cooling strategies 
hence lesser energy consumption. The carvings used in the 
house draw inspiration from our tropical flora and fauna. Some 
of the motifs were from the past but some are new designs. 

There is another house in Port Dickson which is still under 
construction, and it could be my new favorite once completed. 
It will probably represent another level of my design discourse.

7. Who do you admire in this field of 
architecture and why?

I admire Antonio Gaudi and marvel at how timeless his works 
are. As an architect-builder, he is very intimate with his 
material, i.e., stone. He has worked on stone for a prolonged 
period to the point of mastery and understood the material 
thoroughly. Good and timeless architecture come about 
from mastery of our chosen medium or material and the 
craftsmanship that comes with it. His works are exuberant and 
lively thus contributing positively to the built environment.

8. What types of projects are you working on 
now and what are your plans for the future where 
your work is concerned?

Currently, I am working on an office tower in Kampung Baru, 
Kuala Lumpur, for an engineering company that is waiting for 
building plan approvals and a government office building in 
Melaka which is now under construction. I am also building 
two iconic houses that utilise recycled timbers.

At the same time, I am carrying out a research project with the 
Faculty of Engineering, Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) on 
the use of joinery in timber trusses apart from teaching part-
time at the Port Dickson Polytechnic. As for future plans, I will 
still continue to create, design, experiment, and teach. 

9. What advice would you give to architects 
who would like to use recycled timbers in their 
projects? 

To those planning to use recycled timbers, it is very practical to 
set up a small workshop to process these timbers and to invest 
in metal detectors too. Consider this workshop as your design 
lab. The main tools would be a table saw, a planer, a planer 
thicknesser, and other handheld tools. Purchase a five-ton 
lorry equipped with a crane. Not only will this save the logistic 
costs, but it will also liberate you as a designer to explore and 
make your creations. I would like to encourage architects to 
take charge of their intellectual property and make their own 
creations instead.
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“My main source of 
inspiration comes 
from the land and 
its climate as this is 
the ultimate source 
of identity. The 
land and climate 
shape the flora 
and fauna which 
provide habitation 
and sustenance for 
man and animals.” 
Ar. Azman Zainal

July-Aug 2022 Timber Malaysia



33IN CONVERSATION 
July-Aug 2022 Timber Malaysia

Recycled timbers of the Kempas species were used for the flooring at Anjung Kelana Residence, Port Dickson.



The FLEX Series.

SUCCESS STORIES 

DIP flexes its muscle with 
the FLEX Series

The TIMB3R Design Incubator Programme (DIP) was developed in 
2020 to help drive the furniture and wood-based industry towards 
the manufacturing of higher value-added products. It aims to 
encourage cooperation among manufacturers and designers to 
produce higher value-added Malaysian-made wood products for 
the international market.

One such successful collaboration was between Mr. Hamizi 
Hasan, Assistant Design Director of SKALA Design Consult Sdn 
Bhd and Euro Chairs Manufacturer (M) Sdn Bhd where they 
designed the office furniture called FLEX Series.

Mr. Hamizi has been involved in the design industry for more than 
14 years. He has been involved in the design process for a variety 
of projects such as corporate offices, medical centres, airport 
terminals, F&B outlets, shopping malls, and residences. He also 
customised furniture designs for the Royal Palace. He has a good 
working knowledge of the current product and design trends.

“I knew about the TIMB3R Design Incubator Programme (DIP 
1.0) via an invitation from the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC). 
The programme’s concept of producing a new product design by 
collaborating with the timber industry player is something that 
I have never experienced before. This attracted my attention and 
at the same time it could leverage my capabilities of working with 
timber,” said Hamizi.

FLEX Series, which is a piece of home office furniture, addresses 
the needs of current market trends on the concept of “working 
from home”, where the product was specifically designed for 
home usage with an office style functionality. To maintain a 
sense of modern aesthetic, FLEX was constructed by pairing a 
lightweight aluminium frame in powder coated finish, with a 
worktop in compressed board in the laminate finish and unique 
colour palettes were applied. Fabric padded screens with leather 
strap details were also added to give the work desk a unique look. 

“It took us almost a year to develop FLEX and the challenge 
that we faced during the research and development (R&D) 
process was mainly on the selection of materials as it involves 
combining more than four materials and each material has its 
own limitations, but this is the beauty hurdle in any designing 
process. We always brainstorm and gather constructive ideas to 
cater for any issues involved during the production of FLEX,” said 
Hamizi.

“TIMB3R DIP is a great programme that gives benefits to 
both the designer and manufacturer. This programme gives 
exposure to the designer to explore and express their creativity 
by using timber. At the same time, the manufacturer can test 
their manufacturing capabilities and get a new product by 
collaborating with a professional designer,” added Hamizi. 
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A charging port on the table.

Mr. Amirul Nizam Mohd Azmi, the Assistant Manager of the 
Business Development Department of Euro Chairs mentioned that 
their intention in participating in the TIMB3R DIP is to connect 
with an established designer to improve their product design and 
increase their product’s marketability. 

“Working in collaboration with a designer in this programme has 
managed to contribute to our continued growth and development 
as well as for us to understand better the designer’s point of view 
when designing a particular product, which gives us a whole new 
fascinating experience. It also assists the company to grow and 
upgrade along with the design and brand value chain to ensure our 
products are competitive in the market,” said Amirul. 

Euro Chairs, which is located in Rawang, Selangor, was established 
in 1987 and has over 600 staff. With over 30 years of furniture 
manufacturing experience, Euro Chair has an impressive clientele 
such as Air Asia, Shell, Maxis, AIA, Telekom Malaysia, Axiata, 
KLCC, and Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KLIA).

“The programme’s 
concept of producing 
a new product design 
by collaborating with 
the timber industry 
player is something that 
I have never experienced 
before. This attracted my 
attention and at the same 
time it could leverage my 
capabilities of working 
with timber,” said Hamizi.Fabric padded screens with leather strap details were also added to give the work 

desk a unique look.

July-Aug 2022 Timber Malaysia

Side view of the FLEX Series.

FLEX was constructed by pairing a lightweight aluminium frame in powder 
coated finish.



SUCCESS STORIES 

“A simple act of keeping workplaces tidy is making a world of 
difference,” said Ms. Emily Er Executive Director of Isella Sofa 
Design Sdn Bhd (Isella Sofa).

Isella Sofa successfully underwent the Malaysian Timber 
Council’s Factory Transformation Programme (FTP) under 
the LEAN Management module in 2021 where the company’s 
operations improved by leaps and bounds.

It had reduced the number of workers while steadily increasing 
Isella Sofa’s annual turnover, proving just how effective the FTP 
has been.

“We had very little training on how to manage a workplace. 
This was one of our challenges. MTC’s LEAN Management 
programme has helped us tremendously. With FTP, we learned 
various methods and we are applying these tools in our day-to-
day work and have started building a strong foundation from it,” 
said Ms. Er.

“From the simplest task to tidiness of the work area, we have 
now set a standard. We have instilled self-discipline amongst 
staff to keep things in a clean and orderly manner.

Small changes, big impact
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Putting the shine in frames at Diverse Integrated.

Isella Sofa has been producing furniture for over 20 years.

July-Aug 2022 Timber Malaysia

The Isella Sofa Design factory in Semenyih, Selangor.



“We had very little training 
on how to manage a 
workplace. This was one 
of our challenges. MTC’s 
LEAN Management 
programme has helped us 
tremendously,” said Ms. Er.
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“This has indirectly helped us to see things more clearly and 
we are able to make better decisions because of this. We have 
improved our productivity, the workplace environment and 
safety, all of which that have improved the image of our company.

“The most important change has been in how we manage our 
production line and our organisation supports the concept of 
continuous improvement. Even after the FTP ended, we adopted 
this concept and are continuing by systematically improving each 
process one at a time to achieve a better workflow, efficiency and 
quality,” said Ms. Er.

Isella Sofa, which was set up in 1997, produces leather upholstered 
furniture such as sofa lounge and dining chairs for exports mainly 
to Australia, USA, Europe, India and Southeast Asia.

MTC’s FTP programme comes under one of four Key Thrusts in 
MTC’s Roadmap 2019-2023, which is the Industry Development 
& Empowerment Key Thrust, that aims to assist SMEs and non-
SMEs in improving their manufacturing capabilities through 
the application of Green 5S, Lean Management and Innovation 

Management. The FTP allows for better performance and 
ultimately business excellence as well as to be Industry 4.0 
ready.

Though it has been a challenging process making and keeping 
to all the changes in the factory, the FTP has also brought 
positive changes to Isella Sofa’s employees.

“It has been a very grueling process of learning, adopting, 
changing, reinventing, and applying what we had learned, and 
we are very proud to have stuck to it until the end and we are 
seeing how these small changes that we do every day is having 
a great impact in our operations now.

“Even my staff, most of whom are illiterate, are enjoying the 
benefits of the FTP training,” said a very pleased Ms. Er. 

Sofa lounge sets are one of Isella Sofa Design’s main products.

Isella Sofa Design recorded major improvements after undergoing the LEAN 
programme module.

Upholstered to perfection.



INTRODUCING 

TimbeReality – Virtual 
‘mall’ for timber products
The COVID-19 pandemic made it vital for the timber industry to adopt 
technology for the viability and sustainability of their business. In 
light of the digital revolution, Malaysia as one of the world’s leading 
producers and exporters of timber products should remain at the 
forefront of embracing new technology to achieve business growth.

TimbeReality was introduced to encourage industry members to opt for 
digitalisation which serves the objectives to connect Malaysian timber 
manufacturers with consumers around the world and build investors’ 
confidence in Malaysian manufacturers, thus creating demand for 
Malaysian timber products.

It serves as the bridge between the timber industry players, investors, 
and consumers in a global timber market. Stakeholders and buyers 
from across the globe can be connected to local suppliers and discover 
the high-quality products that Malaysia has to offer. 

This platform is an exquisite 360-degree virtual gallery for Malaysian 
timber and furniture products. 

With the concept of “walking in a shopping mall”, the viewers have the 
ease of scrolling through a list of the online gallery instead of walking 
from one booth to the other. It is envisaged to be elemental for the 
next marketing frontier of timber and furniture products. Being cost-
effective, time-saving, and easy to use are just some of the benefits of 
using this platform to promote timber products.
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INTRODUCING 
Eligibility 

Applicant Companies must be officially registered and based in 
Peninsular Malaysia. 
The Applicant Company must be a member of any one of the following 
six Timber Associations:
i. Malaysia Wood Industries Association (MWIA)
ii. The Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia (TEAM)
iii. Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA)
iv. Malaysian Wood Moulding & Joinery Council (MWMJC)
v. Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC)
vi. Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber & Furniture   
 Entrepreneurs (PEKA)
Applicant Company’s products must be made in Malaysia or finished 
in Malaysia (if imported parts and components are used). The timber 
content of the completed product must be at least 30% timber for 
furniture and 70% timber for other timber products.
Applicant Company may choose from one of the showroom packages 
provided by the appointed Service Provider. MTC’s financial incentive 
for the timber industry is applicable for the following:
i. 360° Virtual Reality Showroom
ii. 3D General Showroom
iii. 3D Personalized Showroom
iv. 360° Virtual Reality Factory (Optional)

MTC’s financial incentive only applies to all timber-based companies or 
its subsidiaries from their related group of companies that participate 
in TimbeReality. The incentives provided are as follows:
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Benefits of TimbeReality

•

•

•

•

For more information on MTC TimbeReality, please log onto https://timbereality.my/

• An online gallery for the wood-based industry to embrace digitalization.
• Showcase Malaysian timber products in near real life – its design, its grains, its colour,  
 its look with a 360° virtual reality experience.
• Hassle-free sourcing of reliable timber companies where buyers from across the globe  
 are instantly connected to local suppliers.
• Uplift the industry with greater business opportunities and demand for Malaysian  
 timber products.
• Discover the high-quality products that Malaysia can offer all year round.
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•

Packages                 Financial Incentives (RM)

360° Virtual Reality Showroom 50% of the total invoice or up   
     to a max of 4,000

3D General Showroom  50% of the total invoice or up to 
      a  max of 2,000

3D Personalised Showroom  Up to a maximum of 6,000   
     per company

360° Virtual Reality Factory  50% of the total invoice or up to  
(Optional)   a max of 4,000

Upgrade/ Renewal for  50% of the total invoice or up to a
Existing Participants   maximum of 2,000 per company



A CASE FOR TIMBER 40July-Aug 2022 Timber Malaysia

Captivating laminated 
mass
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One Main’s wooden interior is a showcase of laminated 
veneer lumber’s (LVL) superiority. The wavy wooden 
surfaces of this investment office in Boston, USA, are built 
entirely of sustainably sourced Spruce with the intention of 
reducing carbon footprint.

One Main’s penthouse office is part of a 1970s office tower 
which was a concrete slab building with hermetically sealed 
windows with full air-conditioning. The renovation of 
this investment company’s office was awarded to architect 
Mark Goulthorpe of dECOI Architects. Goulthorpe is also 
a professor at the prestigious Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology or MIT. 

Goulthorpe offered a design option that used both 
computer-aided design (CAD) and computer-aided 
manufacture (CAM) technologies which allowed the 
architect to fully customise all the elements of the building. 

The renovation comprised two planes – the floor and 
ceiling – both of which were articulated as continuous 
surfaces separated by the function they serve. The ethos 
was to replace typical industrial components such as vents, 
door handles, sprinklers, lights, glass, and hinges with 
articulated milled timber, thus offering a highly crafted 
interior. The superiority of LVL and its resulting beauty is well-captured in One Main’s penthouse office.

Credit: ArchDaily & PRISM

Though the client asked that the work chairs be purchased for 
liability reasons, all the shelves, desks, benches, and storage units 
were accepted for fabrication in plylam. 

Every part of the One Main interior was fabricated off-site by a 
small mill with one powerful 3-axis CNC machine. The design 
algorithms divided up the architectural forms into discrete 
elements that could be nested onto 3.7m x 1.2m sheets. The parts 
were milled with dowel holes so that they can be located easily by 
the millworkers for sequencing, gluing, or nailing.

In the material sense, One Main assumes a radical environmental 
agenda with its use of LVL where the raw material was sustainably 
grown, and the laminated mass makes the entire office look 
extremely captivating.

Timber meets technology.
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The wavy wooden surfaces give a sense of awe.



CHENGAL

KNOW YOUR TIMBER 42

For more information, please visit http://mtc.com.my/resources-WoodWizard.php

Source: A Dictionary of Malaysian Timbers

Neobalanocarpus heimii

• Penak (Peninsular Malaysia)

Vernacular names

Family 

Classification 
Heavy Hardwood

Dipterocarpaceae 
Air-dry Density (kg/m3) 
915 – 980 • All forms of heavy construction.

• Heavy duty furniture and laboratory 
benches.

• Bridges, marine construction, and 
boat-building.

• Telegraphic and power transmission 
posts and cross arms.

• Piling, mallets, flooring (heavy 
traffic), and decking.

• Vehicle bodies (framework and 
floorboards).

• Fender supports and cooling towers 
(structural members).

• Staircase (balusters, carriages, 
handrails, newels, risers, stringers, 
treads, bullnoses, round ends, and 
winders).

• Railway sleepers, columns (heavy 
duty), and tool handles (impact).

• Door, window frames, and sills.
• Carving works and other uses where 

strength and durability are required.

Main Uses

Machining Properties of Chengal
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GLOBAL COMMUNITY 

Scale up action on climate 
crisis, SDG setbacks

44

More than 2,000 participants at the UN Climate and SDG Synergies 
Conference, held in Tokyo, Japan, and virtually on 20-21 July 2022, 
generated an impressive range of potential solutions and proposals for 
how to better integrate efforts to tackle the interlinked global crises 
and accelerate action to address the climate emergency and recent 
reversals in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). 

Featuring over 100 speakers from around the world, the “Third 
Global Conference on Strengthening Synergies between the Paris 
Agreement on Climate Change and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development”, as it is formally titled, was co-convened by the UN 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) and the 
Secretariat of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC), and hosted by the Ministry of the Environment of Japan, 
in partnership with the United Nations University (UNU) and the 
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES).

At the high-level segment of the Conference, Ministers, heads of UN 
organisations and agencies, business leaders, scientists and youth 
representatives emphasised the need for greater SDG and climate 
ambition. The need to urgently boost joint implementation and address 
gaps such as financing and capacity building was also recognised.
Liu Zhenmin, UN Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social 
Affairs, said that “to get the Sustainable Development Goals on track and 
keep the goal of 1.5⁰C alive, we must dramatically increase the pace of 
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implementation and ramp up ambition. An integrated approach 
between the Paris Agreement and 2030 Agenda is critical”, he 
said, “and is entirely possible”.

Ibrahim Thiaw, Acting Executive Secretary of UN Climate 
Change (UNFCCC), said that the climate crisis and sustainable 
development challenges like land degradation are “inseparable” 
and that the last few years have shown us how interconnected 
our world is. He called for greater synergies at the national level, 
through cooperation across ministries, and globally, through 
enhanced collaboration across UN organisations.

Japan’s Environment Minister Tsuyoshi Yamaguchi, welcoming 
participants as host of the conference, highlighted his country’s 
efforts towards deep decarbonization through innovative fuels, 
inter-city collaboration and economic transition bonds. The 
Japanese Government, which currently holds the Presidency 
of the G7, also announced a new target of raising USD15 billion 
through the G7 for decarbonisation and plans to issue “green 
transition” bonds.

Citing the long list of devastating global crises that have 
disrupted sustainable development efforts over the last few 
years, Amina J. Mohammed, UN Deputy Secretary-General 
and Chair of the UN Sustainable Development Group, said: “We 
must turn this perfect storm into an opportunity to transform 
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The speakers (from top left) Liu Zhenmin, Amina J. Mohammed, Minister Tsuyoshi Yamaguchi and Ibrahim Thiaw.
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Key lessons

Many speakers noted that ramping up synergistic action on 
climate and the SDGs is needed now more than ever, as a 
growing mountain of evidence clearly shows how far off track 
these two critical agendas are. 

There is also increasing evidence that suggests delivering win-win 
outcomes for climate action and the SDGs is completely possible, but 
the full potential of such synergistic outcomes can only be realised 
if deliberate action is taken. For example, the latest IPCC report 
shows that if we take decisive climate action now, there is potential 
to not only advance the SDGs immediately but also gain tremendous 
development co-benefits in the long-term such as USD$43 trillion in 
economic output by 2070.

Climate action should also prioritise the needs of poor and 
vulnerable communities, as well as those who will be impacted the 
most by transformational pathways.
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our systems, become more climate-resilient and transition to a greener 
economy. We must come together to rescue the SDGs and the Paris goals 
before it is too late.”

Abdulla Shahid of Maldives, President of the 76th Session of the UN 
General Assembly, emphasised that climate change is cross-cutting, 
affecting all the SDGs.  “Can we call social programmes sustainable if they 
ignore the need to adapt to a changing climate?” he asked.

The UN Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth, Jayathama 
Wickramanayake, urged delegates to allow youth to be part of 
crafting solutions. “Let youth lead the way,” she stated.

Hoesung Lee, Chair of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), summarizing the dire findings of the three major 
IPCC reports in the past year, called for a greater sense of urgency and 
said that there is “no time for half measures”.

The way forward

Integrated implementation of climate action and the SDGs should 
include strengthening the evidence base for synergistic action with 
inputs from technical experts, and convening multi-stakeholder 
dialogues at all levels, in order to share knowledge and bring together 
communities of practice across sectors. 

Conference participants also called for transformative partnerships 
among government, the private sector, civil society, academia, 
communities and individuals, and acknowledged that youth must 
play a game-changing role. 

Participants recommended enhancing integrated planning, 
including by coordinating existing instruments such as Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs), Voluntary National Reviews 
(VNRs), and National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans 
(NBSAPs), as well as by leveraging key intergovernmental processes 
and global milestones such as the SDG Summit in 2023.

Conference participants recommended enhancing integrated planning. Abdulla Shahid says climate change is a cross-cutting issue that affects all the SDGs.



GREEN GROWTH

Raw materials are crucial for all economies and their 
availability as well as cost are important components that 
determine the success of any industry.

Malaysia’s import of raw material for the timber industry 
is on the rise. In 2021, Malaysia imported RM1.02 billion 
worth of sawntimber (RM793.0 million) and logs (RM222.95 
million) which was an increase of 43.10% compared to 2020.
From January to July 2022, Malaysia imported RM521.5 
million worth of sawntimber and RM125.7 million worth of 
logs. The import of these two products increased by 31.28% 
from the same corresponding period last year. 

Hefty imports over the years prompted Malaysian timber-
based manufacturers to source for alternative raw materials 
as well as augment supplies from other countries. The 
government, too, in assessing and addressing the broader 
needs and challenges of the timber industry prompted the 
implementation of the Industrial Tree Plantation (ITP) 
programme.

A well-crafted solution, the ITPs serve as a lifeline for 
wood-based industries as they are set to become sustainable 
sources of raw material that will also encourage more 
downstream activities and the production of higher value-
added timber-based products. 

An uninterrupted supply of raw materials will ensure the 
development and sustainability of the timber sector so that it 
remains a key contributor to the nation’s GDP. The ITP will also 
reduce considerable pressure on natural forests. 

MTC as part of its nationwide Roadshow visited both
 Sabah and Sarawak in May 2022 for potential collaborations in 
augmenting raw materials from these two States for timber-based 
manufacturers in the Peninsular as these States have garnered much 
success with their ITPs.

Industrial Tree Plantation 
(ITP) paves the way for 
higher revenue

Sabah Softwoods’s Eucalyptus plantation.
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The healthy saplings at the nursery.



The viability and sustainability of the timber industry begins at these nurseries. 

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili (right) at one of the ITP sites where Laran has been planted.
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In Sabah, 400,000ha of land have been earmarked for ITP by 2036 
as stipulated in the State’s Forest Plantation Action Plan (2022-
2036). With this, Sabah is expected to produce about six to eight 
million cubic metres of plantation logs annually by 2036.

With the steady supply of raw material for the wood-based 
industry, thanks to the ITP, a contribution of about RM11.5 
billion to Sabah’s GDP is expected while creating employment 
opportunities for about 40,000 in both the upstream and 
downstream forest industries in Sabah by 2036.

MTC visited Sabah Softwood Bhd (SSB) in Tawau. The 
development of large-scale ITPs started in 1974 with the 
establishment of SSB. It has its own Eucalyptus plantation, the 
most sophisticated chip mill in the region and is the largest 
integrated woodchip mill in Malaysia.
 
A visit was also conducted to the Jawala Plantation Industries 
Sdn Bhd in Sapulut, which is a forest resource company that also 
focuses on ITP. Jawala’s plantation stands comprise species such 
as Khaya ivorensis, Batai and Laran.

In Sarawak, a collaboration between the Sarawak Timber 
Industry Development Corporation (STIDC), Woodsfield Glulam 
Manufacturing Sdn Bhd and Australia’s Tilling Timber Pte 
Ltd will put to use Sarawak’s ITP for the development of an 
engineered wood plant.

The three organisations signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
on 22 June 2022 to put Sarawak’s transformation strategy into 
action and promote high-value products made from planted 
forest materials.

The engineered wood plant project is estimated to bring an 
investment of RM120 million and generate annual earnings of 
RM78 million.

According to the Sarawak Forest Department, about 520,000ha 
of land has been planted with fast-growing commercial timber 
species, especially Acacia mangium.

MTC on its part whilst working in collaboration with the 
industry is embarking on a project on product development 
using plantation species that aims to evaluate the suitability and 
viability of plantation species for the development of Builders’ 
Joinery and Carpentry (BJC) products. Among the timber species 
that will be tested for their strength and pest resistance are 
Eucalyptus, Batai, Laran, and Kelampayan. 

Apart from the industry in Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah, and Sarawak, 
MTC is also working with the Forest Research Institute Malaysia 
(FRIM), the Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB), and Forestry 
Department Peninsular Malaysia (JPSM) on the project. 
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SuStainability is more than just our envi-
ronment, one can also invest in our multieth-
nic culture and heritage by means of sup-
porting our local artisans and craftsmen (or 
craftswomen).

We can look at our neighbours like asakusa 
in tokyo, Japan and Souk Siam in thailand, 
which have been recognised as cultural capi-
tals and great landmarks for globetrotters.

We too have much culture to share with 
the world but there’s never really been a one-
stop hub per se for tourists and locals looking 

for authentic local products.
With that, EcoWorld aims to celebrate our 

local artisans and craftsmen this year with its 
#anakanakMalaysia campaign through the 
Malaysia Grand bazaar (MGb) at bukit 
bintang City Centre. MGb itself is part of the 
Pudu area regeneration efforts to reuse 
brownfield land and is directly connected to 
Mitsui Shopping Park lalaport for a curated 
experience of Malaysia’s rich culture, herit-
age and street food.

two local brands, who now have a pres-
ence at MGb, are reinvigorating our uniquely 
Malaysian heritage by pouring their artistry 
and creativity into their works.

By CHOW ZHI EN
zhien.chow@thestar.com.my

Sustaining our  
cultural heritage
Revitalising KL’s golden triangle with the arts

Bingka KL: A modern yet retro take
Starting out in December 2015 with wholly 
original silkscreen-printed designs, founder 
adrihana abdul Rashid and co-founder 
Emmalyn yam have a vision to make 
Malaysian culture an affordable and contem-
porary part of our everyday lives.

“When we go overseas and think about 
what to get our friends abroad, we realise 
Malaysia doesn’t have that many souvenir 
options. there’s only so many batik shirts 
you can give someone after all,” adrihana 
jests.

“We thought of using silk-screen printing 
because it was the most practical way to 
start printing your own design immediately.

“We had initially tried making our fashion 
line but it was too demanding having to cre-
ate fast-paced seasonal wear so we decided 
to delve into souvenir items,” she says.

“i was on my honeymoon in Japan when i 
saw these cute tea towels and how the 
designs were influenced by the local culture. 
it was an epiphany – we decided to make tea 
towels our first product.”

bingka’s merchandise come in all shapes 
and sizes nowadays with tote bags, pouches, 
pillowcases and even their own stationery.

“We get our inspiration from everywhere 
and anywhere. it’s mostly our local heritage 
and traditional culture, from our food to our 
architecture. Our designs are a reflection of 
our personalities.

“Malaysia has an abundance of local talent 
and artists but they may not have the plat-
form to transform their art into something 
part of daily life, which is where places like 
MGb can help empower local talent.

“We made bingka to be a ‘bridge’ between 
heritage and our contemporary lifestyle,” 
says adrihana.

Just Mar’s: Celebrating individuality
Marhaini Mustaffa and her daughter Marisa 
first started their artistic adventure in 2013.

However, after the passing of her daughter 
in 2015, Marhaini wrote an autobiography 
named Caring for Marisa and it was only in 
2017 that Marhaini decided to continue with 
Just Mar’s to keep the memory of Marisa 
alive.

Just Mar’s started off with shawls and 
expanded to batik and Penan bags and bas-
kets made by the Sarawakian Penan tribe.

“i would consider myself a late bloomer. 
For me, starting the business was a rallying 
cry for housewives and women to know they 
always have the opportunity to start their 
own business or learn new things to be inde-
pendent,” says Marhaini.

“i’m a one woman show. So having plat-
forms like MGb’s Karya – where my products 
are displayed – help smaller artisans who 
don’t know where to start since their team is 
willing to work and accommodate the less-
er-known, smaller players.”

as Malaysia turns 65 this year, we’re 
reminded of traditions and heritage that have 
taken a backseat in our modern lives.

“the misconception now is that you can 
only get good pricey batik wear for special 
occasions when it should be something we 
wear every day like our indonesian neigh-
bours.

“batik is part of our identity and individual-
ity – it’s a way of keeping our heritage and 

culture alive. the beauty of batik (and Penan 
bags) is that all the designs are unique and no 
one item is the same because they’re all hand-
made.

“i found that Malaysians are more than 
willing to support local businesses, we just 
need more awareness and education to instil 
the love for our traditional arts,” she adds.

Show your support this Merdeka month for 
local artisans and invest your time or money 
in some of the best and unique creations in 
various categories such as clothing, arts and 
crafts items, jewellery and accessories, home 
decor and local snacks at MGb.

6     Green matters: Building a better world

tHE global sustainability agenda 
is not a passing fad, but a global 
movement with serious potential 
impact to countries, industries 
and companies, said Malaysia 
External trade Development 
Corporation (Matrade) chief exec-
utive officer Datuk Mohd Mustafa 
abdul aziz.

He added, “as such, it is clear 
that our exporters need to under-
stand and appreciate this global 
expectation and operate accord-
ingly. indeed, our Malaysian 
exporters should start looking at 
global standards to benchmark 
and regulate their operations.

“When it comes to the welfare 
and wellbeing of workers, 
Malaysian companies must take 
cognisance of existing laws and 
carry out concrete steps to comply 
and address gaps in their current 
practices.”

although there will be challeng-
es in interpreting current laws 
and implementing best practices 
as different industries have differ-
ent requirements, he called for 

Malaysian companies to embark 
on continuous learning to ensure 
compliance to not only local, but 
also international ESG require-
ments.

Matrade was among the early 
advocates of sustainability among 
the public sector when it 
launched the Sustainability action 
Values for Exporters initiative in 
2019, which encourages exporters 
to embrace sustainability policies 
and practices in their business 
and operations. 

the move, which was part of 
the national trade promotion 
agency’s efforts to future-proof 
Malaysian exporters, was aimed 
at ensuring the companies remain 
relevant, attractive and competi-
tive in the global arena.

“We have in fact included sus-
tainability as one of our three 
main agendas for Matrade, the 
other two being digitalisation and 
the national trade blueprint. in 
this context, we are encouraging 
Malaysian exporters to get serious 
about the sustainability agenda 

and operate as global companies 
with a global mindset,” he said.

after three years of regular 
engagement with trade associa-
tions and chambers of commerce 
on issues relating to environmen-
tal, social and governance (ESG), 
as well as rolling out various 
awareness sessions, Matrade is 
now looking to implement pro-
grammes that can support more 
exporters to become ESG-
compliant.

among its latest initiatives is 
participating in the collaboration 
with the united nations Global 
Compact – together with the 
Malaysia Digital Economy 
Corporation, bursa Malaysia and 
nottingham university – to assess 
the level of ESG in the country via 
the PulSE survey. 

the survey, which was conduct-
ed earlier this year and will soon 
be published, revealed that com-
panies had a need for more infor-
mation on how to adopt ESG and 
manage compliance-related costs.

Matrade will also continue to 

work with the Ministry of 
international trade and industry 
and other relevant agencies to 
create greater urgency among 
Malaysian companies on the need 
for them to pursue the triple bot-
tom-line agenda of taking care of 
the interest of people and planet, 
as well as profit.

“as a start, Malaysian compa-
nies should begin thinking about 
sustainability and setting a goal to 
incorporate elements of sustaina-
bility in their business. 

“Rather than thinking of it as 
another cost or expense, compa-

nies should change their mindset 
and instead take this as an oppor-
tunity to open new markets as 
more countries are enforcing sus-
tainable and responsible sourcing.

“Sustainability is not a destina-
tion, but a journey. as a starting 
point for best practices, Malaysian 
companies should always keep 
updated on the latest regulations 
on global ESG trends,” he said, 
noting that one way for compa-
nies to do so is becoming a 
Matrade member to benefit from 
the latest market intelligence from 
its 46 overseas trade offices.

Eye on sustainable exports Malaysian 
companies 
should begin 
thinking about 
sustainability 
and setting a 
goal to incor-
porate ele-
ments of sus-
tainability in 
their business, 
said Mohd 
Mustafa.

Steady progress along ESG journey
Local industries take steps to address risks, recognising the need for change to achieve a sustainable future

MalaySia is slowly, but surely, forging 
ahead in the path towards a better tomor-
row, as both the public and private sectors 
are making strides in integrating and imple-
menting environmental, social and govern-
ance (ESG) principles within their strategies.

For starters, on the back of international 
reports accusing Malaysian companies of 
labour violations and export bans in recent 
years, the Government has taken a strong 
stance to eliminate forced labour in the 
country by 2030 with the launch of the five-
year national action Plan on Forced labour 
(naPFl), supported by the international 
labour Organisation (ilO), in november 
2021.

not long after in March 2022, came the 
ratification of the ilO Protocol 2014 (ilO 
P29), which complements the ilO 
Convention on Forced labour that was rati-
fied in 1957. Malaysia also now has a seat as 
a member in the united nations Human 
Rights Council (HRC) for the term 2022 to 
2024.

there have also been improvements with-
in local industries, such as the agricultur-
al-commodity (agricommodity) sector – palm 
oil, rubber and timber as the top agricom-
modity exports, as well as cocoa, pepper, 
plant-based kenaf fibre, biomass and biofuel 
– via new policies and regulations, as well as 
on-the-ground changes in implementation to 
address ESG risks and concerns.

Of note is the launch of the national 
agricommodity Policy (DaKn) 2030 earlier 
this year, with its five pillars of sustainabili-
ty, productivity, value creation, market 
development and inclusiveness. 

the policy will serve to ensure that the 
agricommodity sector continues to grow 
without compromising sustainability, said 
Plantation industries and Commodities 
Minister Datuk Zuraida Kamaruddin at the 
recent Malaysia international 
agricommodity Expo and Summit.

She added, “DaKn 2030 will also focus on 
priorities that involve the wellbeing of 
smallholders, the growth of entrepreneurs 
and the ability to deal with issues related to 
the development of the agricommodity sec-
tor.”

Foundation for growth
When it comes to international ESG devel-

opments – particularly rising concern on 
issues relating to deforestation, forced 
labour and sustainability – the recent revi-
sion of the Malaysian Standard on 
Malaysian Sustainable Palm Oil (MSPO), also 
known as the MS 2530:2022 (MSPO 2022) 
standard series, is a step in the right direc-
tion.

the MSPO 2022 includes environmental 
aspects such as high conservation value, no 
deforestation, greenhouse gas (GHG) moni-
toring and the method to measure GHG 
emissions; social aspects, including ilO indi-
cators of Forced labour and triangular 
employment, ethical recruitment and child’s 
rights; as well as governance via the 
Malaysian anti-Corruption Commission’s lat-
est act on anti-corruption, among others.

it focuses on sustainable practices and 
replaces the previous MS 2530:2013 and the 
Supply Chain Certification Standard used 
under the MSPO Certification Scheme, which 
Malaysian Palm Oil Certification Council 
(MPOCC) develops and operates.

MPOCC strategic management department 
senior manager Mohd Hasbollah Suparyono 
said the revision, which balances stakehold-
er ideas and agenda against industry readi-
ness, incorporates all the prominent issues 
or challenges that the palm oil industry faces 
when it comes to sustainability.

“the revision is based on both local and 
international input and what we try to do is 
address those concerns, achieve the bench-
mark and go beyond that. but this should be 
a continuous process. as the market is 
dynamic and evolving, the standards cannot 
be stagnant, as we take steps towards the 
end game of sustainable production of palm 
oil,” he said.

the impact of the MSPO 2022 will be seen 
after it is fully implemented in the coming 
years, as there is a transition period for the 
industry to change from the 2013 version.

He added, “the MSPO value proposition is 
very simple. We try to have a robust, solid 
and credible scheme and system in terms of 

sustainability requirements, governance and 
traceability, but at the same time, we want to 
ensure it is affordable.”

according to Malaysian Palm Oil Council 
(MPOC) chairman larry Sng, it is closely 
monitoring international developments in 
the space to analyse the impact on the palm 
oil industry and new requirements to be 
imposed on the industry.

“in addition, at MPOC, we’re actively 
engaging our local stakeholders on social 
issues and the need to respect and protect 
the rights of migrant workers,” he said, not-
ing that it is key to work together with 
industry players to successfully address 
issues relating to the uS Customs and border 
Protection Withhold Release Order.

Once these companies can successfully 
remove themselves from such lists, Sng said 
it would also strengthen Malaysia’s case in 
Europe as well, as providing a case to 
Europeans by showing them what the coun-
try has done to improve matters could influ-
ence their drafting of future legislation.

He stressed, “it’s very important for us to 
continue this process of engagement, so that 
international parties are aware of our con-
cerns and efforts in addressing ESG-related 
issues.”

However, the majority of palm oil export-
ing companies have established their own 
ESG standards and the industry as a whole 
has also come up with a charter on how it 
addresses issues on forced labour.

“this is something noteworthy that we 
have to recognise, because it shows that the 
industry is being very progressive and sensi-
tive to international concerns and ensuring 
that our standards are of the international 
and highest order,” said Sng, adding that the 
industry is also taking concrete steps and 
financial measures to address ESG-related 
issues.

Enhancing traceability and value
For the Malaysia Rubber board (MRb), 

ESG aspects are always taken into considera-
tion when it comes to the development of 
policy and direction for the rubber industry 
to ensure its growth, said its director-general 
Datuk Dr Zairossani Mohd nor.

under DaKn, its strategic aim is to trans-
form Malaysia into a green technology hub 
for the rubber industry and to do so, MRb 
has to develop the strategy, policy, initiatives 
and collaborations with the stakeholders.

For the upstream sector, which has nearly 
500,000 registered smallholders throughout 
the country, a key challenge is the technolo-
gy to increase productivity and enhance 
transparency. 

technology such as the low intensity tap-
ping system helps reduce tapper require-
ment and latex stimulants, which help pro-
long latex flow and increase production.

as part of the Malaysian Sustainable 
natural Rubber initiative, the RRiMniaga 
trading system sees legal smallholders given 
identification cards registered on 

By CALYN YAP
calyn@thestar.com.my

RRiMniaga, where sales and prices will be 
recorded and electronic receipts will be 
issued.

Rubber products can thus be traced to 
individual smallholders to ensure legal and 
sustainable sources, as the system provides 
MRb with real-time data on local rubber pro-
duction to facilitate monitoring – especially 
as the RRiMeter system, which can accurate-
ly determine the dry rubber content of rub-
ber products like cup lumps, is connected to 
its overall database.

this not only helps enhance traceability 
and transparency in the rubber supply 
chain, but also in identifying rubber materi-
als with specific dry rubber content, for pro-
jects such as the production of a first-of-its-
kind natural rubber and graphene composite 
to manufacture aerospace balloons.

to extend the visibility along the supply 
chain is the e-Rubber Processor system, 
which provides information on the rubber 
purchased by rubber manufacturers.

Smallholders will also be reimbursed auto-
matically for the difference under the 
Rubber Production incentive via RRiMniaga, 
if the price of rubber falls below its activa-
tion price, ensuring thaat they have a stable 
income to combat fluctuating rubber prices.

Secondly, it’s about incorporating a sus-
tainable approach when developing new 
smallholdings or plantations, aligned with 
guidelines provided by the Department of 

Environment (DOE). this is followed by 
standards for good practice that smallholders 
have to follow to operate in a sustainable 
way, which help address problems related to 
land grabbing and biodiversity. 

the midstream sector, which is involved in 
processing rubber into technically specified 
rubber (tSR), faces environment-related 
challenges, particularly relating to resources.

but this has been addressed over the years 
as a result of MRb working with the DOE on 
regulations for the industry, alongside intro-
ducing ways to recycle the water via practi-
cal technological solutions.

another issue it faces is low production 
due to raw material shortage. Malaysia is 
thus unable to compete with low-cost, vol-
ume-based producing countries as tSR is 
commodity rubber. 

“MRb’s role, in this, is to move the industry 
away from commodity rubber and towards 
producing specialty natural rubber such as 
ecoprena and pureprena,” he said, adding 
that the ‘green rubber’ is modified natural 
rubber with the properties of synthetic rub-
ber.

the move also enables the downstream 
industry to move away from the use of syn-
thetic rubber. 

He noted that MRb is looking into the rub-
ber life cycle, via specifications for imported 
rubber to enable traceability and sustainable 
sourcing, as well as carbon footprint label-

ling, among others.
“Sustainability is very much about data 

collection and control. What we need to do is 
ensure that the sectors are ready and able to 
produce the necessary data, then we will 
implement our own system and enforce it as 
part of regulations to ensure that it is sus-
tainable from the source,” he explained.

He also shared that MRb has a joint social 
compliance committee and works closely 
with the Ministry of Human Resources, ilO, 
as well as industry associations like the 
Malaysian Rubber Glove Manufacturers 
association, in order to understand labour 
issues and assist in joint monitoring and pro-
vide training.

Establishing an ESG charter
With the embodied carbon of construction, 

refurbishment and fit-out becoming a more 
prominent issue, Malaysian timber Council 
(MtC) chief operations officer noraihan 
abdul Rahman said buildings that incorpo-
rate timber are “far more environmentally 
sustainable than any other building typolo-
gy”.

this is because timber is a fully recyclable 
building material and it requires a fraction 
of the energy required to produce concrete 
or steel. When a building is demolished or 
renovated, the recovered timber can then be 
resized and reshaped to other uses.

that said, Malaysia has remained commit-
ted to its pledge at the 1992 Rio Earth 
Summit to ensure that more than 50% of the 
country’s land area remains under forest 
cover.

at the same time, there are also existing 
initiatives from the industry, such as indus-
trial tree plantations, community farming 
and product development using alternative 
raw materials such as oil palm trunks and 
bamboo, which also bode well with ESG prin-
ciples.

according to noraihan, ESG in the timber 
industry can be summed up as:

> Environmental: Sustainable forest man-
agement (SFM) and chain of custody (CoC) 
certification.

> Social: Employment to local communities 
and talents/graduates and the welfare of 
workers.

> Governance: Ensuring only legal timber 
is processed within the value chain.

noting that it is only a matter of time 
before new rules requiring companies to 
submit annual environmental reports will 

come into play, she advised, “the timber 
industry could benefit from focusing its 
investment on the E and S of ESG as the two 
core components of the industry itself: peo-
ple and the environment.”

She added that although there is ‘a long 
way to go’ for the Malaysian timber industry, 
there are also other low-hanging fruits, such 
as better corporate governance, disclosure 
and transparency, which can impact busi-
ness profitability.

“i believe with the existing technology and 
expertise available within the field, the 
industry is transforming to deliver greater 
equity, sustainability and access for all,” she 
said.

One way they can start is through the 
Malaysian timber Certification Council’s 
Malaysian timber Certification Scheme, 
which has been endorsed by the Programme 
for the Endorsement of Forest Certification to 
certify forest areas according to internation-
ally recognised SFM and CoC certification.

as one of the key challenges for timber 
players is to integrate ESG into their business 
models and understand its values, the coun-
cil is currently undertaking to establish its 
ESG charter as part of MtC’s five-year 
roadmap.

the charter, which will serve as a guide 
for the timber industry to better integrate 
ESG into their businesses, is slated to be pub-
lished in the fourth quarter of 2022.

that said, she stressed that the Malaysian 
timber industry is endeavouring to adopt 
and adapt more ESG elements into its opera-
tions. 

She shared, “While it must be noted that 
the timber industry has lengths to go to 
achieve full compliance with ESG, all stake-
holders are trying their level best to improve 
the conditions in the workplace and the 
industry’s contribution to the environment, 
local communities and economy.”

a recent initiative from the timber indus-
try, in collaboration with the Malaysian 
timber industry board and the Forest 
Research institute Malaysia, is the life Cycle 
analysis for primary timber products in 
Peninsular Malaysia.

the project will be crucial in establishing 
the first element in determining the carbon 
footprint of Malaysian timber products.

“From this study, the findings may be used 
by the industry to develop the environmental 
product declaration to better market 
Malaysian timber products in environmen-
tally sensitive markets,” she added.

Malaysia’s 
industries are 
forging a path 
towards 
incorporating 
esg principles 
into strategies 
and 
operations.
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SuStainability is more than just our envi-
ronment, one can also invest in our multieth-
nic culture and heritage by means of sup-
porting our local artisans and craftsmen (or 
craftswomen).

We can look at our neighbours like asakusa 
in tokyo, Japan and Souk Siam in thailand, 
which have been recognised as cultural capi-
tals and great landmarks for globetrotters.

We too have much culture to share with 
the world but there’s never really been a one-
stop hub per se for tourists and locals looking 

for authentic local products.
With that, EcoWorld aims to celebrate our 

local artisans and craftsmen this year with its 
#anakanakMalaysia campaign through the 
Malaysia Grand bazaar (MGb) at bukit 
bintang City Centre. MGb itself is part of the 
Pudu area regeneration efforts to reuse 
brownfield land and is directly connected to 
Mitsui Shopping Park lalaport for a curated 
experience of Malaysia’s rich culture, herit-
age and street food.

two local brands, who now have a pres-
ence at MGb, are reinvigorating our uniquely 
Malaysian heritage by pouring their artistry 
and creativity into their works.

By CHOW ZHI EN
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Sustaining our  
cultural heritage
Revitalising KL’s golden triangle with the arts

Bingka KL: A modern yet retro take
Starting out in December 2015 with wholly 
original silkscreen-printed designs, founder 
adrihana abdul Rashid and co-founder 
Emmalyn yam have a vision to make 
Malaysian culture an affordable and contem-
porary part of our everyday lives.

“When we go overseas and think about 
what to get our friends abroad, we realise 
Malaysia doesn’t have that many souvenir 
options. there’s only so many batik shirts 
you can give someone after all,” adrihana 
jests.

“We thought of using silk-screen printing 
because it was the most practical way to 
start printing your own design immediately.

“We had initially tried making our fashion 
line but it was too demanding having to cre-
ate fast-paced seasonal wear so we decided 
to delve into souvenir items,” she says.

“i was on my honeymoon in Japan when i 
saw these cute tea towels and how the 
designs were influenced by the local culture. 
it was an epiphany – we decided to make tea 
towels our first product.”

bingka’s merchandise come in all shapes 
and sizes nowadays with tote bags, pouches, 
pillowcases and even their own stationery.

“We get our inspiration from everywhere 
and anywhere. it’s mostly our local heritage 
and traditional culture, from our food to our 
architecture. Our designs are a reflection of 
our personalities.

“Malaysia has an abundance of local talent 
and artists but they may not have the plat-
form to transform their art into something 
part of daily life, which is where places like 
MGb can help empower local talent.

“We made bingka to be a ‘bridge’ between 
heritage and our contemporary lifestyle,” 
says adrihana.

Just Mar’s: Celebrating individuality
Marhaini Mustaffa and her daughter Marisa 
first started their artistic adventure in 2013.

However, after the passing of her daughter 
in 2015, Marhaini wrote an autobiography 
named Caring for Marisa and it was only in 
2017 that Marhaini decided to continue with 
Just Mar’s to keep the memory of Marisa 
alive.

Just Mar’s started off with shawls and 
expanded to batik and Penan bags and bas-
kets made by the Sarawakian Penan tribe.

“i would consider myself a late bloomer. 
For me, starting the business was a rallying 
cry for housewives and women to know they 
always have the opportunity to start their 
own business or learn new things to be inde-
pendent,” says Marhaini.

“i’m a one woman show. So having plat-
forms like MGb’s Karya – where my products 
are displayed – help smaller artisans who 
don’t know where to start since their team is 
willing to work and accommodate the less-
er-known, smaller players.”

as Malaysia turns 65 this year, we’re 
reminded of traditions and heritage that have 
taken a backseat in our modern lives.

“the misconception now is that you can 
only get good pricey batik wear for special 
occasions when it should be something we 
wear every day like our indonesian neigh-
bours.

“batik is part of our identity and individual-
ity – it’s a way of keeping our heritage and 

culture alive. the beauty of batik (and Penan 
bags) is that all the designs are unique and no 
one item is the same because they’re all hand-
made.

“i found that Malaysians are more than 
willing to support local businesses, we just 
need more awareness and education to instil 
the love for our traditional arts,” she adds.

Show your support this Merdeka month for 
local artisans and invest your time or money 
in some of the best and unique creations in 
various categories such as clothing, arts and 
crafts items, jewellery and accessories, home 
decor and local snacks at MGb.

6     Green matters: Building a better world

tHE global sustainability agenda 
is not a passing fad, but a global 
movement with serious potential 
impact to countries, industries 
and companies, said Malaysia 
External trade Development 
Corporation (Matrade) chief exec-
utive officer Datuk Mohd Mustafa 
abdul aziz.

He added, “as such, it is clear 
that our exporters need to under-
stand and appreciate this global 
expectation and operate accord-
ingly. indeed, our Malaysian 
exporters should start looking at 
global standards to benchmark 
and regulate their operations.

“When it comes to the welfare 
and wellbeing of workers, 
Malaysian companies must take 
cognisance of existing laws and 
carry out concrete steps to comply 
and address gaps in their current 
practices.”

although there will be challeng-
es in interpreting current laws 
and implementing best practices 
as different industries have differ-
ent requirements, he called for 

Malaysian companies to embark 
on continuous learning to ensure 
compliance to not only local, but 
also international ESG require-
ments.

Matrade was among the early 
advocates of sustainability among 
the public sector when it 
launched the Sustainability action 
Values for Exporters initiative in 
2019, which encourages exporters 
to embrace sustainability policies 
and practices in their business 
and operations. 

the move, which was part of 
the national trade promotion 
agency’s efforts to future-proof 
Malaysian exporters, was aimed 
at ensuring the companies remain 
relevant, attractive and competi-
tive in the global arena.

“We have in fact included sus-
tainability as one of our three 
main agendas for Matrade, the 
other two being digitalisation and 
the national trade blueprint. in 
this context, we are encouraging 
Malaysian exporters to get serious 
about the sustainability agenda 

and operate as global companies 
with a global mindset,” he said.

after three years of regular 
engagement with trade associa-
tions and chambers of commerce 
on issues relating to environmen-
tal, social and governance (ESG), 
as well as rolling out various 
awareness sessions, Matrade is 
now looking to implement pro-
grammes that can support more 
exporters to become ESG-
compliant.

among its latest initiatives is 
participating in the collaboration 
with the united nations Global 
Compact – together with the 
Malaysia Digital Economy 
Corporation, bursa Malaysia and 
nottingham university – to assess 
the level of ESG in the country via 
the PulSE survey. 

the survey, which was conduct-
ed earlier this year and will soon 
be published, revealed that com-
panies had a need for more infor-
mation on how to adopt ESG and 
manage compliance-related costs.

Matrade will also continue to 

work with the Ministry of 
international trade and industry 
and other relevant agencies to 
create greater urgency among 
Malaysian companies on the need 
for them to pursue the triple bot-
tom-line agenda of taking care of 
the interest of people and planet, 
as well as profit.

“as a start, Malaysian compa-
nies should begin thinking about 
sustainability and setting a goal to 
incorporate elements of sustaina-
bility in their business. 

“Rather than thinking of it as 
another cost or expense, compa-

nies should change their mindset 
and instead take this as an oppor-
tunity to open new markets as 
more countries are enforcing sus-
tainable and responsible sourcing.

“Sustainability is not a destina-
tion, but a journey. as a starting 
point for best practices, Malaysian 
companies should always keep 
updated on the latest regulations 
on global ESG trends,” he said, 
noting that one way for compa-
nies to do so is becoming a 
Matrade member to benefit from 
the latest market intelligence from 
its 46 overseas trade offices.

Eye on sustainable exports Malaysian 
companies 
should begin 
thinking about 
sustainability 
and setting a 
goal to incor-
porate ele-
ments of sus-
tainability in 
their business, 
said Mohd 
Mustafa.

Steady progress along ESG journey
Local industries take steps to address risks, recognising the need for change to achieve a sustainable future

MalaySia is slowly, but surely, forging 
ahead in the path towards a better tomor-
row, as both the public and private sectors 
are making strides in integrating and imple-
menting environmental, social and govern-
ance (ESG) principles within their strategies.

For starters, on the back of international 
reports accusing Malaysian companies of 
labour violations and export bans in recent 
years, the Government has taken a strong 
stance to eliminate forced labour in the 
country by 2030 with the launch of the five-
year national action Plan on Forced labour 
(naPFl), supported by the international 
labour Organisation (ilO), in november 
2021.

not long after in March 2022, came the 
ratification of the ilO Protocol 2014 (ilO 
P29), which complements the ilO 
Convention on Forced labour that was rati-
fied in 1957. Malaysia also now has a seat as 
a member in the united nations Human 
Rights Council (HRC) for the term 2022 to 
2024.

there have also been improvements with-
in local industries, such as the agricultur-
al-commodity (agricommodity) sector – palm 
oil, rubber and timber as the top agricom-
modity exports, as well as cocoa, pepper, 
plant-based kenaf fibre, biomass and biofuel 
– via new policies and regulations, as well as 
on-the-ground changes in implementation to 
address ESG risks and concerns.

Of note is the launch of the national 
agricommodity Policy (DaKn) 2030 earlier 
this year, with its five pillars of sustainabili-
ty, productivity, value creation, market 
development and inclusiveness. 

the policy will serve to ensure that the 
agricommodity sector continues to grow 
without compromising sustainability, said 
Plantation industries and Commodities 
Minister Datuk Zuraida Kamaruddin at the 
recent Malaysia international 
agricommodity Expo and Summit.

She added, “DaKn 2030 will also focus on 
priorities that involve the wellbeing of 
smallholders, the growth of entrepreneurs 
and the ability to deal with issues related to 
the development of the agricommodity sec-
tor.”

Foundation for growth
When it comes to international ESG devel-

opments – particularly rising concern on 
issues relating to deforestation, forced 
labour and sustainability – the recent revi-
sion of the Malaysian Standard on 
Malaysian Sustainable Palm Oil (MSPO), also 
known as the MS 2530:2022 (MSPO 2022) 
standard series, is a step in the right direc-
tion.

the MSPO 2022 includes environmental 
aspects such as high conservation value, no 
deforestation, greenhouse gas (GHG) moni-
toring and the method to measure GHG 
emissions; social aspects, including ilO indi-
cators of Forced labour and triangular 
employment, ethical recruitment and child’s 
rights; as well as governance via the 
Malaysian anti-Corruption Commission’s lat-
est act on anti-corruption, among others.

it focuses on sustainable practices and 
replaces the previous MS 2530:2013 and the 
Supply Chain Certification Standard used 
under the MSPO Certification Scheme, which 
Malaysian Palm Oil Certification Council 
(MPOCC) develops and operates.

MPOCC strategic management department 
senior manager Mohd Hasbollah Suparyono 
said the revision, which balances stakehold-
er ideas and agenda against industry readi-
ness, incorporates all the prominent issues 
or challenges that the palm oil industry faces 
when it comes to sustainability.

“the revision is based on both local and 
international input and what we try to do is 
address those concerns, achieve the bench-
mark and go beyond that. but this should be 
a continuous process. as the market is 
dynamic and evolving, the standards cannot 
be stagnant, as we take steps towards the 
end game of sustainable production of palm 
oil,” he said.

the impact of the MSPO 2022 will be seen 
after it is fully implemented in the coming 
years, as there is a transition period for the 
industry to change from the 2013 version.

He added, “the MSPO value proposition is 
very simple. We try to have a robust, solid 
and credible scheme and system in terms of 

sustainability requirements, governance and 
traceability, but at the same time, we want to 
ensure it is affordable.”

according to Malaysian Palm Oil Council 
(MPOC) chairman larry Sng, it is closely 
monitoring international developments in 
the space to analyse the impact on the palm 
oil industry and new requirements to be 
imposed on the industry.

“in addition, at MPOC, we’re actively 
engaging our local stakeholders on social 
issues and the need to respect and protect 
the rights of migrant workers,” he said, not-
ing that it is key to work together with 
industry players to successfully address 
issues relating to the uS Customs and border 
Protection Withhold Release Order.

Once these companies can successfully 
remove themselves from such lists, Sng said 
it would also strengthen Malaysia’s case in 
Europe as well, as providing a case to 
Europeans by showing them what the coun-
try has done to improve matters could influ-
ence their drafting of future legislation.

He stressed, “it’s very important for us to 
continue this process of engagement, so that 
international parties are aware of our con-
cerns and efforts in addressing ESG-related 
issues.”

However, the majority of palm oil export-
ing companies have established their own 
ESG standards and the industry as a whole 
has also come up with a charter on how it 
addresses issues on forced labour.

“this is something noteworthy that we 
have to recognise, because it shows that the 
industry is being very progressive and sensi-
tive to international concerns and ensuring 
that our standards are of the international 
and highest order,” said Sng, adding that the 
industry is also taking concrete steps and 
financial measures to address ESG-related 
issues.

Enhancing traceability and value
For the Malaysia Rubber board (MRb), 

ESG aspects are always taken into considera-
tion when it comes to the development of 
policy and direction for the rubber industry 
to ensure its growth, said its director-general 
Datuk Dr Zairossani Mohd nor.

under DaKn, its strategic aim is to trans-
form Malaysia into a green technology hub 
for the rubber industry and to do so, MRb 
has to develop the strategy, policy, initiatives 
and collaborations with the stakeholders.

For the upstream sector, which has nearly 
500,000 registered smallholders throughout 
the country, a key challenge is the technolo-
gy to increase productivity and enhance 
transparency. 

technology such as the low intensity tap-
ping system helps reduce tapper require-
ment and latex stimulants, which help pro-
long latex flow and increase production.

as part of the Malaysian Sustainable 
natural Rubber initiative, the RRiMniaga 
trading system sees legal smallholders given 
identification cards registered on 

By CALYN YAP
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RRiMniaga, where sales and prices will be 
recorded and electronic receipts will be 
issued.

Rubber products can thus be traced to 
individual smallholders to ensure legal and 
sustainable sources, as the system provides 
MRb with real-time data on local rubber pro-
duction to facilitate monitoring – especially 
as the RRiMeter system, which can accurate-
ly determine the dry rubber content of rub-
ber products like cup lumps, is connected to 
its overall database.

this not only helps enhance traceability 
and transparency in the rubber supply 
chain, but also in identifying rubber materi-
als with specific dry rubber content, for pro-
jects such as the production of a first-of-its-
kind natural rubber and graphene composite 
to manufacture aerospace balloons.

to extend the visibility along the supply 
chain is the e-Rubber Processor system, 
which provides information on the rubber 
purchased by rubber manufacturers.

Smallholders will also be reimbursed auto-
matically for the difference under the 
Rubber Production incentive via RRiMniaga, 
if the price of rubber falls below its activa-
tion price, ensuring thaat they have a stable 
income to combat fluctuating rubber prices.

Secondly, it’s about incorporating a sus-
tainable approach when developing new 
smallholdings or plantations, aligned with 
guidelines provided by the Department of 

Environment (DOE). this is followed by 
standards for good practice that smallholders 
have to follow to operate in a sustainable 
way, which help address problems related to 
land grabbing and biodiversity. 

the midstream sector, which is involved in 
processing rubber into technically specified 
rubber (tSR), faces environment-related 
challenges, particularly relating to resources.

but this has been addressed over the years 
as a result of MRb working with the DOE on 
regulations for the industry, alongside intro-
ducing ways to recycle the water via practi-
cal technological solutions.

another issue it faces is low production 
due to raw material shortage. Malaysia is 
thus unable to compete with low-cost, vol-
ume-based producing countries as tSR is 
commodity rubber. 

“MRb’s role, in this, is to move the industry 
away from commodity rubber and towards 
producing specialty natural rubber such as 
ecoprena and pureprena,” he said, adding 
that the ‘green rubber’ is modified natural 
rubber with the properties of synthetic rub-
ber.

the move also enables the downstream 
industry to move away from the use of syn-
thetic rubber. 

He noted that MRb is looking into the rub-
ber life cycle, via specifications for imported 
rubber to enable traceability and sustainable 
sourcing, as well as carbon footprint label-

ling, among others.
“Sustainability is very much about data 

collection and control. What we need to do is 
ensure that the sectors are ready and able to 
produce the necessary data, then we will 
implement our own system and enforce it as 
part of regulations to ensure that it is sus-
tainable from the source,” he explained.

He also shared that MRb has a joint social 
compliance committee and works closely 
with the Ministry of Human Resources, ilO, 
as well as industry associations like the 
Malaysian Rubber Glove Manufacturers 
association, in order to understand labour 
issues and assist in joint monitoring and pro-
vide training.

Establishing an ESG charter
With the embodied carbon of construction, 

refurbishment and fit-out becoming a more 
prominent issue, Malaysian timber Council 
(MtC) chief operations officer noraihan 
abdul Rahman said buildings that incorpo-
rate timber are “far more environmentally 
sustainable than any other building typolo-
gy”.

this is because timber is a fully recyclable 
building material and it requires a fraction 
of the energy required to produce concrete 
or steel. When a building is demolished or 
renovated, the recovered timber can then be 
resized and reshaped to other uses.

that said, Malaysia has remained commit-
ted to its pledge at the 1992 Rio Earth 
Summit to ensure that more than 50% of the 
country’s land area remains under forest 
cover.

at the same time, there are also existing 
initiatives from the industry, such as indus-
trial tree plantations, community farming 
and product development using alternative 
raw materials such as oil palm trunks and 
bamboo, which also bode well with ESG prin-
ciples.

according to noraihan, ESG in the timber 
industry can be summed up as:

> Environmental: Sustainable forest man-
agement (SFM) and chain of custody (CoC) 
certification.

> Social: Employment to local communities 
and talents/graduates and the welfare of 
workers.

> Governance: Ensuring only legal timber 
is processed within the value chain.

noting that it is only a matter of time 
before new rules requiring companies to 
submit annual environmental reports will 

come into play, she advised, “the timber 
industry could benefit from focusing its 
investment on the E and S of ESG as the two 
core components of the industry itself: peo-
ple and the environment.”

She added that although there is ‘a long 
way to go’ for the Malaysian timber industry, 
there are also other low-hanging fruits, such 
as better corporate governance, disclosure 
and transparency, which can impact busi-
ness profitability.

“i believe with the existing technology and 
expertise available within the field, the 
industry is transforming to deliver greater 
equity, sustainability and access for all,” she 
said.

One way they can start is through the 
Malaysian timber Certification Council’s 
Malaysian timber Certification Scheme, 
which has been endorsed by the Programme 
for the Endorsement of Forest Certification to 
certify forest areas according to internation-
ally recognised SFM and CoC certification.

as one of the key challenges for timber 
players is to integrate ESG into their business 
models and understand its values, the coun-
cil is currently undertaking to establish its 
ESG charter as part of MtC’s five-year 
roadmap.

the charter, which will serve as a guide 
for the timber industry to better integrate 
ESG into their businesses, is slated to be pub-
lished in the fourth quarter of 2022.

that said, she stressed that the Malaysian 
timber industry is endeavouring to adopt 
and adapt more ESG elements into its opera-
tions. 

She shared, “While it must be noted that 
the timber industry has lengths to go to 
achieve full compliance with ESG, all stake-
holders are trying their level best to improve 
the conditions in the workplace and the 
industry’s contribution to the environment, 
local communities and economy.”

a recent initiative from the timber indus-
try, in collaboration with the Malaysian 
timber industry board and the Forest 
Research institute Malaysia, is the life Cycle 
analysis for primary timber products in 
Peninsular Malaysia.

the project will be crucial in establishing 
the first element in determining the carbon 
footprint of Malaysian timber products.

“From this study, the findings may be used 
by the industry to develop the environmental 
product declaration to better market 
Malaysian timber products in environmen-
tally sensitive markets,” she added.

Malaysia’s 
industries are 
forging a path 
towards 
incorporating 
esg principles 
into strategies 
and 
operations.
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MTC Wins Best Council Award for Excellence in
Environmental Sustainability & CSR Initiatives

malaysian-business.com/index.php/wordpress/item/7467-mtc-wins-best-council-award-for-excellence-in-
environmental-sustainability-csr-initiatives

KUALA LUMPUR, 22 Aug (Bernama) -- The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) was
awarded the “Council of the Year Award for Excellence in Environmental Sustainability and
CSR Initiatives” at the Sustainability and CSR Malaysia Awards 2022, here yesterday.

Organised by CSR Malaysia with the support of the Ministry of Women, Family and
Community Development Malaysia, MTC was recognised for its outstanding CSR initiatives
to its stakeholders, the community in which it operates in as well as its commitment towards
sustainable environmental development.

Receiving the award on behalf of the Council was MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, who said
that the award comes with a lot of more responsibility and accountability for MTC.

“People have continued to see MTC as contributor to community enhancement and CSR
programmes in recent years while the focus has always been to assist the timber industry
into championing sustainable development,” said Mr. Muhtar, who received the award from
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MTC lancar piagam alam sekitar, sosial dan tadbir urus
tahun ini

bernama.com/bm/ekonomi/news.php

Muhtar Suhaili

28/07/2022 02:23 PM

Oleh Siti Noor Afera Abu

KUALA LUMPUR, 28 Julai (Bernama) -- Majlis Kayu-kayan Malaysia (MTC) akan
melancarkan Piagam Alam Sekitar, Sosial dan Tadbir Urus (ESG) pada suku keempat
tahun ini sebagai panduan serta rujukan kepada pemain industri yang terlibat dalam
industri perkayuan di Malaysia.

 Ketua Pegawai Eksekutif MTC, Muhtar Suhaili berkata piagam tersebut akan menjadi
landasan untuk pemain industri menjalankan perniagaan sejajar dengan ESG.
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Malaysian Timber Industry's Commitment Towards Better
Migrant Workers Management

malaysian-business.com/index.php/wordpress/item/7416-malaysian-timber-industry-s-commitment-towards-better-
migrant-workers-management

The panelists (seated, from left) Mr. Arulkumar, Mr. George Yap and Mr. Muhtar. Joining
them online was Mr. Hall.

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 14 (Bernama) -- The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) has boldly
taken a step forward in addressing the pressing issue of forced labour to show its
commitment towards human rights and upholding labour standards with a seminar on the
effective management of migrant workers, at the Le Meridien Hotel here, on 8 August 2022.

The seminar, titled “Enhanced Social Compliance Practices in Employment of Migrant
Workers in the Malaysian Timber Industry”, had renowned Migrant Worker Rights
Specialist Mr. Andy Hall as a keynote speaker together with Mr. Arulkumar Singaraveloo,
who is the co-founder of the Malaysia HR Forum.

“The issue of migrant workers and their state of affairs, including forced labour, is of concern
to the MTC. The situation has become dire to a point that it is affecting our businesses. It is
time to address these challenges head-on,” said MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili.

July-Aug 2022 Timber Malaysia
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IN PICTURES 

The opening ceremony of the Malaysian International Furniture Fair (MIFF 2022) was 
held on 6 July 2022 at the Malaysia International Trade & Exhibition Centre (MITEC). 
This year MIFF returns as a hybrid with both physical and virtual fairs. The fair, which 

was held from 6 to 9 July 2022, occupied two exhibition venues, the World Trade 
Centre Kuala Lumpur and MITEC. 

MTC made a courtesy visit to the Malaysia External Trade Development Corporation 
(MATRADE) on 28 June 2022. The discussion centred on exploring strategic 

partnerships between the Council and MATRADE in accelerating the growth of the 
Malaysian timber industry as well as on the B2B Matching Programme for the second 

edition of the Malaysian Wood Expo (MWE 2022). 

MTC Americas participated in the Americas Mart, one of the largest fairs 
showcasing gift products and home décor items in Atlanta which took place 

from 12 to 17 July 2022.

The Sarawak Timber Industry Development Corporation (STIDC) paid a courtesy call to 
MTC on 13 July 2022. STIDC delegation was led by Mr. Awang Mentali Awang Mohamed 

Sulaiman, Trade Control Assistant General Manager (at the centre). Among the issues 
discussed were importation of timber, incentives, and programmes to accelerate the 

growth of the Malaysian timber industry.

55July-Aug 2022 Timber Malaysia

MTC held its third Industry and Market Development Committee (IMDC) meeting on 25 July 2022. The meeting deliberated over MTC’s initiatives in addressing some of the 
challenges pertaining to the current shortage of raw materials, manpower, ESG as well as marketing and communications matters.



IN PICTURES

Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida 
Kamaruddin together with the Deputy Ministers YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng and YB 
Datuk Willie Anak Mongin as well as key dignitaries taking questions from media during 

the press conference at MIACES 2022.

Prime Minister YAB Dato’ Sri Ismail Sabri Yaakob launched the Malaysia International 
Agri-commodity Expo and Summit (MIACES) 2022 at the Malaysia International Trade 

and Exhibition Centre (MITEC) on 26 July 2022. 

Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida 
Kamaruddin talking to the international buyers at the Hosted Buyers Event 

at MIACES 2022 on 27 July 2022.

MTC attended a Special Agri-commodity Roundtable Discussion organised by the 
Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) together with the 

Ambassadors from Russia, Iran, Pakistan, India, and The Netherlands at MIACES 
2022 on 27 July 2022.

MTC courtesy visit to the Acting Ambassador of the Netherlands to Malaysia, H.E. Eva Oskam on 26 August 2022.
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MTC attended the 22nd meeting of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Experts 
Group on Illegal Logging and Associated Trade (APEC EGILAT), which focused on 

promoting trade in legally harvested forest products in APEC economies.

MPIC Deputy Minister YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng handing over a token of 
appreciation to LTH Timber Export Import (M) Sdn Bhd for winning the Best 

Agricommodity Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise (MSME) of the Year Award 
for the timber sector at the MIACA.

July-Aug 2022 Timber Malaysia

A signing ceremony of a Letter of Intent (LOI) with Aim Vision Limited between 
MTC, the Malaysian Rubber Council (MRC), and Malaysian Palm Oil Council 

(MPOC) at MIACES 2022 was held on 28 July 2022 to initiate an Agricommodity 
Integrated Office in Bangladesh. 

The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida 
Kamaruddin delivering her speech at the Malaysia International Agricommodity 
Awards (MIACA) on 28 July 2022. Agricommodity sector players together with 

international delegations were celebrated at the ceremony.

MTC staff and Board of Trustees with the Minister of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin at MIACES 2022. 

Some of the MTC staff at the National Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Malaysia 
(NCCIM) 60th Anniversary Gala Dinner at the One World Hotel on 28 July 2022. 



The Singapore High Commission in Kuala Lumpur paid a courtesy call to MTC on 16 
August 2022. Discussions revolved around bilateral trade for both countries, especially on 

exports of wood-based products between Malaysia and Singapore.

MTC was awarded the Council of the Year Award for Excellence in Environmental 
Sustainability and CSR Initiatives, whereas the Malaysian Rubber Council (MRC) was selected 
as the Council of the Year for Excellence in Sustainability Reporting at the Sustainability and 

CSR Malaysia Awards 2022.

In conjunction with the Independence Day Celebration, MTC staff under the Work Hard, 
Play Hard, and Pray Hard (WHP2H) committee attended the Majlis Pelancaran Hari 
Kebangsaan dan Kibar Jalur Gemilang 2022 organised by the Ministry of Plantation 

Industries and Commodities (MPIC) at Dataran Putrajaya on 30 July 2022. 
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MTC attended a two-day conference on Industrial Tree Plantation Open Day 2022: Better 
Plantations for Higher Returns organised by Borneo Forestry Cooperative (BFC) in Tawau, 

Sabah from 10 to 11 August 2022. Among the matters discussed were Economic Value 
Chain (EVC), Forestry 4.0, Potential and Impact of the Eucalyptus plantation in Sabah, and 

Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) in the timber sector. 

MTC’s delegation was led by its Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff and CEO Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili visited Marcoco Furniture Industries Sdn. Bhd. on 22 August 2022 to get an overview 

of the furniture industry performance in the Northern Region.

The Governor of Bengkulu, Indonesia made a courtesy visit to the Malaysian Timber Industry 
Board (MTIB) on 18 August 2022. MTC was invited to the meeting and the discussion 

touched on the collaboration in the timber trade between both countries. 



55.3% of total land area 
remains under forest cover
Malaysia is committed to maintaining 
at least 50% of its total land area 
under forest cover as pledged 
at the 1992 Earth Summit
in Rio, Brazil. Currently, 
55.3% of the country’s 
land area remains 
under forest cover.

Committed to forest
restoration initiatives
Under the 9th Malaysia Plan, the Government 
introduced a policy known as the Forest Plantation 
Development Programme. The programme supports 
the rehabilitation of degraded forests through the 
planting of high-value and fast-growing timber 
species. To complement this, MTC working in 
collaboration with the Malaysian Panel-Products 
Manufacturers' Association (MPMA) launched a 
Community Farming Project valued at RM1.5 million 
to kick start the planting of fast-growing timber 
species among local communities in order 
to address the shortage of timber 
raw materials faced by the timber 
industry and to reduce the 
dependence on natural forests.

DID YOU
KNOW?

....Malaysia’s forest resources are
sustainably managed?

Malaysia is committed 
to SFM practices
Malaysia has been practicing Sustainable Forest 
Management since 1901, with timber harvesting 
strictly managed under the Selective 
Management System. 

Sustainably sourced products
certified by MTCS
Today, Malaysia is able to supply timber products 
sourced from sustainably managed forests and 
certified under the Malaysian Timber Certification 
Scheme (MTCS). In 2009, the MTCS became the first 
certification scheme for forests in the Asia Pacific to 
be endorsed by the Programme for the Endorsement 
of Forest Certification (PEFC), the world’s largest 
forest certification system.

Strengthening The Industry’s Global Presence




