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On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC), I am pleased to present to you the Annual Report 
and the Audited Accounts of the Council for the financial year ending 31 December 2021.

In 2021, a major part of MTC’s stewardship was under Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor. Tuan Haji Mazli, who was appointed 
as Chairman on 1 August 2020, resigned on 1 September 2021 while I came onboard as Chair on 1 October 2021. For the 
record, I would like to thank Tuan Haji Mazli for his steer and corporate governance. 

CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT

Visit to Plus Intervest Sdn Bhd at Batu Kikir, Jempol, Negeri Sembilan. 
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MTC had done remarkably well in 2021 despite not knowing the depth of the COVID-19 pandemic nor its length. The Malaysian 
timber industry chalked a 3.0% increase in exports from RM22.08 billion in 2020 to RM22.74 billion in 2021. 

According to Bank Negara, Malaysia’s economy registered a positive growth of 3.6% in the fourth quarter of 2021 (in the 
3Q 2021, it was -4.5%), as economic activities resumed with the easing of containment measures. The rebound in economic 
activity was aided by recovery in the labour market as well as continued policy support. 

Compared to the other sectors under the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities, the timber industry registered 
gains were largely due to demand for furniture to support the work-from-home trend abroad. The Top 5 revenue earners in 
2021 were wooden furniture, plywood, sawntimber, Builders’ Joinery and Carpentry (BJC) and veneer.

This is quite an accomplishment considering that the industry was not allowed to operate for almost three months leading 
to losses amounting to about RM60 million daily.

On a more positive note, Bank Negara has projected Malaysia’s economy to grow by between 5.3% and 6.3% in 2022. The 
authorities’ impressive vaccine rollout, continued expansion in external demand, full upliftment of containment measures, 
reopening of international borders, and further improvement in labour market conditions are some of the factors that may 
contribute to the growth in the nation’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2022. 

As for MTC, we have always operated on the backbone of strong strategies. Our five-year masterplan called MTC Roadmap 
2019-2023 aims to take the timber industry to the next level and capture better global market share. 

However, in 2021 with the substantial uncertainties revolving around the pandemic and its impact on businesses, MTC had 
strived to maintain the existing markets to keep the timber-based companies operational.

MTC received strong support from the Minister YB Datuk
Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin.

MTC presented an acrylic painting made from recycled wood at MWMJC’s 
40th Anniversary Dinner.

The Terengganu Timber Industry Training Centre (TTITC) courtesy visit to MTC. Visit to Besut Tsuda Wood Products Sdn Bhd during MTC’s Roadshow in Terengganu.



2021 ANNUAL REPORT6

As I look at how we have traversed through 2021, 
I am deeply grateful for the cooperation of MTC’s 
Board of Trustees and their invaluable guidance. 

I am humbled by the trust placed in me by the 
Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities 
to head the Council despite being new to the role 
and the industry. This is also a testament to women 
empowerment. 

Finally, my heartfelt appreciation to the Management 
and staff for their commitment and invaluable 
contribution to the Council. We have a remarkable 
asset base, outstanding people, and I am excited for 
the opportunities that lie ahead.

Thank you.

HAJAH NORRIDA YUSOFF

Chairman

Industry-wise, several new programmes were introduced very quickly to buffer the seismic challenges brought on by the 
pandemic on our trade channels, especially on the freight charges, among others.

In keeping the timber industry both economically viable and sustainable, MTC has always promoted Malaysia’s sustainable 
forest management practices to global players and towards the tail-end of the year, the emphasis moved towards circular 
economy and Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG). In keeping with this steer, we incorporated aspects of circular 
economy and ESG in MTC’s Must-Wins strategies for 2022.
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Though the waves of disruption brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic was still largely felt throughout 2021, MTC managed to record 
above-expectation achievements with various ongoing and newly introduced initiatives. Sticking to the core elements of our well-
articulated Roadmap 2019-2023 enabled us to tackle short-term uncertainties with great success for our timber industry players. 
With this Five-Year Plan, which I termed as MTC Roadmap, came the introduction of impactful programmes and activities.

The Malaysian timber industry achieved an increase in exports by 3.0% from RM22.08 billion in 2020 to RM22.74 billion in 2021. 
Wooden furniture was the top grosser with exports of RM10.41 billion in 2021, which is 46% of the total export. Demand for Malaysian 
timber-based products, especially wooden furniture grew as many people around the world began working from home, leading to 
a rise in home construction, repairs, and remodelling.  Products such as plywood, sawntimber, and Builders’ Joinery and Carpentry 
(BJC) also heavily contributed to the exports last year. These three products contributed to 30% of the total export. In terms of 
export value growth year-on-year, plywood tops the rank together with mouldings and sawntimber with an increase of 15.4%, 8.0% 
and 4.2%, respectively.

Our programmes and services for 2021 revolved primarily around the seven Must-Wins as follows:

Support Business Succession Programmes
 
MTC is committed to enhance its operations and fully supports the Business Succession Programmes. For business continuity, 
industry players needed to look into strengthening their middle management level as part of the succession planning. 

Looking at how most timber businesses are family-owned, with successors often family members in the middle management, 
MTC introduced the Young Entrepreneur Society (YES) Programme. This maiden MTC programme is dedicated to Founders and 
Successors of family-run businesses to assist in the leadership transition and development. 

For this programme, MTC partnered with Vistage Malaysia by sponsoring 70% of the total training fee for both Founders and 
Successors. The programme though commenced in June 2021, was officially launched on 26 October 2021. Seven Founders and 23 
Successors took part in this programme.

CEO’S STATEMENT

YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng at the press conference after the MoU signing 
between MTIB, MTC and SIRIM STS for the Factory Transformation Programme (FTP).

Press conference at the MTC Industrial Vaccination Centre (PPVIN) in
 Olak Lempit, Banting.

Ministerial Mission to Egypt – Engagement with Stakeholders. Engagement sessions with diplomats.
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At the launch of TimbeReality which is a virtual gallery that showcases timber-based products. 

Launching of TimbeReality. At MTC’s booth during the Minggu Agrikomoditi@MyKomoditi 2021.

As an engineer, I am a firm believer in the importance of adopting automation and technology. To ensure that the timber industry 
remains relevant in this environment, MTC sought to drive digitalisation and enhance competencies within the industry. To achieve 
this agenda, MTC launched its Engineer Placement and Internship in Industry Programme (EPIP), a maiden programme 
designed to attract engineering graduates and undergraduates into the industry. 

We had approached universities and polytechnics to encourage graduates to come onboard, where they were trained and guided to 
carve out careers in the industry. MTC through this programme subsidised the salary and allowance for these engineers and interns. 
A total of 58 companies registered for this programme where 28 out of the 245 who applied were accepted while 53 interns were 
enrolled into EPIP from the 449 applicants. The Working Group on Manpower (MWG) was also formed with the task of developing 
knowledge talent and reducing dependency on unskilled foreign workers.  
 
Uplift Sources of Raw Materials
 
Another initiative that we had introduced in 2021 was the formations of the Working Group on Raw Material Augmentation 
(RMWG) and the Task Force on Import Facilitation of Sawntimber and Logs into Malaysia (TFIF) to strengthen the existing 
sources and increase in the future supply of raw materials. RMWG also explored the use of alternative raw materials like oil palm 
trunk (OPT), bamboo and other fast-growing species such as Eucalyptus.

In 2021, the volume of logs and sawntimber imported into the country increased by 26.7% and 13.6%, respectively, which indicated 
the need for raw materials.

Under the Focus Area of Raw Material Augmentation, we had spent RM5.59 million for related programmes including the Import 
Assistance Programme (IAP). The continuity of raw material supply is fundamental for the development of the entire timber 
industry and MTC places great importance in the augmentation of raw material not only for timber processing activities but also to 
create higher value-added products.



2021 ANNUAL REPORT 9

Cultivate Market Access
 
The Council also ensured that efforts to promote timber and timber-based products were not halted during the pandemic. 
Throughout 2021, MTC held various webinars and Business-to-Business (B2B) matching programmes via online platforms with 
traditional and new international counterparts. Virtual dialogues were held with industry players from New Zealand, Qatar, India, 
Dubai, Peru, Russia, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Seychelles, Mauritius, France, Germany, Turkey, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan.
 
Trade fairs, business visits, business matching sessions, public relations and publicity programmes were intensified and carried out 
through our Regional Offices, which is managed by the International Business Development Division - Cluster 1 (East Asia, Europe, 
Russia and Americas) and Cluster 2 (South Asia, Oceania, Middle East and Africa), and the Headquarters to seize and create trade 
opportunities. MTC had also participated in the Ministerial Mission to the Middle East & Africa, Business-cum-Market Visits to the 
USA and Europe, and Trade Exhibitions including Dubai Woodshow, IMOB Istanbul Furniture Fair, INDEX Furniture Dubai, Virtual Mission 
to Nigeria, Interzum Guangzhou, Building Holland, Build Expo, Furniture China (Digital Trade Show), High Point Exhibition and more.

On 28 January 2022, the country’s first agri-commodity regional office which is also MTC’s sixth regional office was officiated by 
the Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Known as the Commodities Integrated Marketing 
Company (CIMC), it is the first-of-its-kind in the Middle East that houses three government-linked organisations under one roof 
namely the Malaysian Palm Oil Council (MPOC), Malaysian Rubber Council (MRC) and MTC.

The CIMC will act as the Malaysian commodity hub to facilitate the development and cooperation among the Malaysian commodities 
sector and the local industries in the Middle East and North African (MENA) region, particularly Saudi Arabia. This will also lead to 
greater opportunities in enhancing trade for both countries.

MTC charted another milestone with the set-up of TimbeReality, a virtual gallery for the wood-based industry to embrace 
digitalisation and showcase their products in near real-life with a 360° virtual reality experience. The programme was launched on 
27 October 2021.

Buyers from across the globe can be connected to local manufacturers and discover the high-quality products that Malaysia can 
offer all-year round. A total of 41 wood-based companies registered for this programme while 36 companies have already built their 
“virtual showroom”. Each company has its own showroom, façade, and interior to showcase its products as well as its production 
line in 3D format. MTC provided financial incentives to companies that participated in TimbeReality. 

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin launched the TIMB3R Design Incubator 
Programme (DIP) & Hackathon programme on 24 November 2021.

MTC’s working visit to the Malaysian Investment Development Authority (MIDA). 

Field visits are also an opportunity to strengthen ties with industry members. MTC’s and MTIB’s working visit to the Muar Furniture Association (MFA).
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Champion Design and Branding Programmes
 
The COVID-19 pandemic had changed the market for timber products, for example, there was a higher demand for home office 
furniture due to the work-from-home trend. Malaysia and its competitors such as Vietnam and Indonesia were capitalising on 
this. However, with the rising competition from the low-cost producers, the industry needed to strengthen its downstream 
manufacturing and be competing for less in the mass-manufacturing, volume-based and original equipment manufacturing 
(OEM) segments and move towards original design manufacturing (ODM) and original brand manufacturing (OBM).
 
The TIMB3R Design Incubator Programme (DIP), a collaborative programme between local designers and architects 
together with timber and furniture manufacturers, aimed to develop locally made high-value timber products and furniture 
with attractive and fresh designs to enhance their value in the international market. 

A total of 13 manufacturers were paired with 14 designers who successfully came up with 14 products since the introduction 
of the programme in 2020. For TIMB3R DIP 2.0 & Hackathon, we paired 19 manufacturers with 14 designers.

The pandemic accelerated many corporations to embrace digital technology and social media tools for marketing purposes. 
In line with this, MTC introduced the Digital Marketing Entrepreneurship Programme (DMEP) which centres on digital 
marketing by providing targeted training and coaching programmes. 

The DMEP comprises three different modules - the Learning Module in English in collaboration with Universiti Tunku Abdul 
Rahman (UTAR) with participation from 15 companies; Learning Module in Bahasa Malaysia in collaboration with IQP 
Solutions with 13 companies; and Consultation & Coaching in collaboration with Cleverus Holdings (M) Sdn Bhd, Caspian 
Digital Solutions Sdn Bhd and Teneo Technologies Sdn Bhd with 11 companies. The Learning Module in Mandarin will be 
introduced too.

There were numerous overseas engagements such as this which involved the 
Turkish Forest Products Industries and Businessman Asscociation (TORID).

At a ministerial meeting in Turkey. In a meeting with the Secretary-General of MPIC Datuk Ravi Muthayah (right), 
who received a courtesy call from the French Ambassador to Malaysia.

Visit to the Green Factory by One-Tech (M) Sdn Bhd in Ampang.
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Enhance Business Process Automation
 
MTC assisted companies in their automation journey via initiatives such as the Financial Incentive for Purchase of 
Machinery (FIPM), Automation Technology Acquisition (ATA), Digital Software Acquisition (DSA), High Impact Project 
(HIP), Smart Manufacturing Consulting and Retrofitting of Sawmill. We strive to transform companies from the analogue 
to the digital era, and from a manual and labour-intensive industry to one that focused on automation and mechanisation. 

For the ATA, 40 companies with a total machinery value of RM8,536,860 were given conditional approval to proceed to the 
second stage. The total estimated reimbursement under ATA 2021 was RM1,554,624. Six applications for the DSA with a total 
value of RM1,128,765 were received. One of the companies with a total application value of RM180,000 was given conditional 
approval to proceed to the second stage. For the HIP, four applications with a total project value of RM4,570,074 were 
received. A total of RM287,000 was disbursed to two companies with a total project value of RM3,051,000.

Together with MTIB, we had also provided financial assistance for the Factory Transformation Programme (FTP) for 
Manufacturing SMEs. This is part of the SIRIM Fraunhofer Core Programme which assists SMEs in the manufacturing 
sector to improve their manufacturing capabilities through the application of Green 5S, Quality Tools and Techniques, Lean 
Management, and Innovation Management. 

As part of the MTC Roadshow in Melaka, a visit to Impressive Transforms
Sdn Bhd was conducted to touch base with timber industry players.

“Let’s Power Progress Together!” is the tagline introduced by CEO Mr. Muhtar.

Visit to Desa Ukiran Kayu during the Roadshow in Terengganu. Visit to Besut Tsuda Industries, one of the major timber factories in Terengganu. 

CEO Mr. Muhtar presenting at MTC 2021 Roadshow to meet with industry 
players located in Kuala Lumpur and Selangor.

Meeting with YB Tuan Haji Razman Zakaria the Perak Plantation,
Agriculture and Food Industry Exco.
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Spur Sustainable Green Initiatives
 
As part of our Green Initiatives, together with industry members, relevant experts/consultants, the Department of Environment 
(DoE) and the Sustainable Energy Development Authority (SEDA), we provided the Financial Incentives for the Purchase of Air 
Pollution Control (APC) Equipment and Purchase & Installation of Solar Photovoltaic System (SPS) for SMEs & non-SMEs.

The Financial Incentive for Purchase of APC Equipment is intended to assist the timber industry to comply with the Environmental 
Quality (Clean Air) Regulation 2014 to strengthen the industry’s capability and capacity in reducing air pollution. Whereas the 
Financial Incentive for Purchase & Installation of SPS is to promote greater utilisation of renewable energy as well as to encourage 
the timber industry to install SPS to reduce energy costs.

In further spurring sustainable green initiatives, MTC was also one of the sponsors for Yayasan Hijau Malaysia, an agency 
under the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources (KeTSA) to be part of the campaign to plant 100 million trees across 
the country by 2025. 

This campaign is expected to contribute to the absorption of carbon by plants by between 30 million tonnes in urban areas and 85 
million tonnes in the forest and other areas a year. It is also aimed at maintaining the global recognition of Malaysia as one of the 12 
megadiverse countries. Malaysia is among 17 countries identified as megadiverse with a particular focus on endemic biodiversity. 
All of which are integral parts of the Sustainable Development Goals that serves as the blueprint for achieving a better and more 
sustainable future for all.

In collaboration with the Disney Advertising, a video on Sustainable Forest Management and Timber Industry is being produced 
to be broadcasted over the National Geographic Channel in 2022. Shooting was done at Hutan Simpan Korbu, Lasah and Kilang 
Papan Slim River Sdn Bhd at Sungai Siput.

Strengthen Relationships with Stakeholders
 
By being digitally agile, we have done our best in maintaining a continuous stream of engagements with our stakeholders and 
the media as well as in disseminating the right information. Corporate branding, promotional campaigns and collaboration 
with specifiers were also a big part of our communication efforts. 

One of the CSR activities under the WHP2H involved helping flood victims.

MPIC Minister and officials at the MTC Industrial Vaccination Centre (PPVIN) in Olak Lempit, Banting.

MTC’s CSR efforts did not go unnoticed as we were the proud recipients of the 
Government Council of the Year Award for Outstanding Community Support.
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We had successfully managed MTC’s Industrial Vaccination Centre or Pusat Pemberian Vaksin Industri (PPVIN) at the 
Fibre and Biocomposite Centre (FIDEC) in Olak Lempit, Banting, Selangor, as part of the COVID-19 Immunisation Programme 
for the Timber Industry where a total of 10,005 workers received their vaccination with a RM1.3 million financial assistance 
for timber companies from MTC. 

MTC also approved RM2 million for a new programme called Export Assistance Programme (EAP) that assisted industry 
members to defray the increased freight chargers that spiked from 300% to 500% due to container and vessel shortages 
caused by the pandemic.

We conducted various Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) programmes in collaboration with Non-Governmental 
Organisations, universities and schools. MTC contributed to various non-governmental and charitable organisations mostly 
for COVID-19 assistance and relevant programmes to support the industry and public during the pandemic. 

MTC was also awarded the “Government Council of the Year Award for 
Outstanding Community Support” at the Sustainability and CSR Malaysia 
Awards 2021 on 29 November 2021 in recognition of our various CSR 
initiatives to our stakeholders, the community in which we operate in as 
well as our commitment towards sustainable environmental development. 

Internally, the formation of the MTC’s Work Hard, Play Hard and Pray 
Hard (WHP2H) Committee aimed to help our greatest assets, i.e. MTC 
staff to maintain a healthy work-life balance. Various activities that were 
also educational were conducted throughout the year in promoting a 
healthy work-life balance. 

Being a life-long learner is something I have always subscribed to. The 
Learning and Development Plan was introduced to upskill MTC’s staff. 
Employees were given the opportunity to propose the programmes they 
wanted to attend, and this served as a wonderful motivation for them. 

Closing 2021 was anything but easy. Everyone had shown great 
commitment and my heartfelt thanks to my team in MTC and 
our stakeholders. MTC’s achievements reflect the benefits of 
a clear strategy and the excellent execution of all projects by 
a dedicated team of staff. We have also delivered an enviable 
investment performance under difficult market conditions and 
will continue to build a platform for a holistic, sustainable, 
and rewarding long-term growth for the timber industry. 

I believe with our Roadmap 2019-2023 in place, MTC is 
well-positioned for the years ahead.

“LET’S POWER PROGRESS TOGETHER!”

Thank you.

MUHTAR BIN SUHAILI
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
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CORPORATE INFORMATION

The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) was established in January 1992 to promote the development and growth of the Malaysian 

timber industry. Incorporated as a company limited by guarantee under the Companies Act 1965, MTC is governed by a Board of 

Trustees whose members are appointed by the Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities.

Vision Mission

• To promote the Malaysian timber trade and develop the market for timber products globally.

• To develop the timber industry by expanding the industry’s manufacturing technology base and 

   value-adding its production line.

• To augment the supply of raw materials for the timber-processing industry.

• To provide information services to the timber industry.

• To enhance the global credibility of the Malaysian timber industry.

OBJECTIVES

CORPORATE PHILOSOPHY

To be the lead organisation that develops the 

Malaysian timber industry into a world leader in 

the manufacture and trade of timber products.

To ensure the sustainability of the Malaysian timber 

industry by improving its competitiveness, enhancing 

market access and creating trade opportunities.

14
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

YBrs. Puan Hajah Norrida Yusoff
Chairman

Dato’ Mok Khiaw Hui
Malaysian Wood Industries

Association (MWIA)

Wong Kar Wai
The Timber Exporters' 
Association of Malaysia

(TEAM)

Dato' Indera Mohd Ridza Awang
Forestry Department of

Peninsular Malaysia (FDPM)

Datuk Ravi Muthayah
Ministry of Plantation Industries

& Commodities (MPIC)

Tuan Haji Mahpar Atan
Malaysian Timber Industry

Board (MTIB)

George Yap
Malaysian Wood Moulding

& Joinery Council (MWMJC)

Matthew Law
Malaysian Furniture

Council (MFC)

Datuk Chua Hock Gee
The Malaysian Panel-Products

Manufacturers' Association
(MPMA)

Vacant
Association of Malaysian

Bumiputra Timber & Furniture
Entrepreneurs (PEKA)

Kang Meng Fuat
Independent

Shanmugam A/L Ramiah
Independent

Azalina Abdul Rahman
Independent

Noorasikin Mat Rifin
Independent

CONNECT GROWENGAGE
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The Chairman and Board of Trustees determine the Council’s policies. Members consist of a representative each from the five 
founding members of MTC, namely:
• Malaysian Wood Industries Association (MWIA)
• The Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia (TEAM)
• The Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA)
• Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery Council (MWMJC) 
• Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC)

There is also a representative each from:
• Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC)
• Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB) 
• Forestry Department of Peninsular Malaysia (FDPM)
• Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA)

BOARD MATTERS

(From left) Mr. Matthew Law Kian Siong, Ms Agnes Chan (company secretary), Datuk Chua Hock Gee, Ms. Noorasikin 
Mat Rifin, Dato’ Indera Mohd Ridza Awang, Datuk Ravi Muthayah, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili (CEO), Madam Hajah Norrida 
Yusoff (Chairman), Tuan Haji Mahpar Atan, Mr. Wong Kar Wai, Ms. Azalina Abdul Rahman, Mr. George Yap Hong 
Thien, Dato’ Mok Khiaw Hui and Mr. Shanmugam Ramiah. 

Inset: Mr. Kang Meng Fuat (Independent).     

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Independent Trustees are also appointed from time to time at the discretion of the Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities. 
Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor, first appointed as an Independent Trustee on 15 May 2020, was appointed as the Chairman of 
MTC on 1 August 2020. He resigned on 1 September 2021 and Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff took over as Chairman on 1 October 2021.
Below is a summary of the appointments, re-appointments, retirement and resignation of the Board Members in 2021:

Four new Independent Trustees were appointed in 2020, namely, Mr. Mohd Kamal Nazmi Kamaruddin, Dato’ Ahmad Nadzarudin 
Abdul Razak, Mr. Kang Meng Fuat and Mr. Richard Yu Tuan Chong, on 14 May, 15 May, 15 July and 1 August, respectively.

18



Appointments
• Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff (appointed as Chairman on 1 October 2021)
• Tuan Haji Mahpar Atan (appointed on 1 October 2021)
• Mr. Shanmugam Ramiah (appointed on 1 November 2021)
• Ms. Azalina Abdul Rahman (appointed on 1 November 2021)
• Mr. Kang Meng Fuat (re-appointed on 1 November 2021)
• Ms. Noorasikin Mat Rifin (appointed on 1 December 2021) 

Revocation of Appointments (with effect from 1 October 2021)
• Tuan Haji Hanafee Yusoff
• Mr. Kang Meng Fuat (re-appointed on 1 November 2021)
• Mr. Richard Yu Tuan Chong
• Dato’ Ahmad Nadzarudin Abdul Razak

Resignation and Retirement
• Mr. Mohd Kamal Nazmi Kamaruddin (resigned on 1 July 2021)
• Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor (resigned on 1 September 2021)
• Mr. Mohd Kheiruddin Mohd Rani (retired on 7 September 2021 upon reaching his mandatory retirement age).

The composition of the Board of Trustees as at 31 December 2021 is as follows:
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 Name    Representing  Term of Appointment

Independent
MPIC
MTIB
FDPM
MWIA
TEAM
MPMA
MWMJC
MFC
PEKA
Independent

Independent
Independent
Independent

Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff
Datuk Ravi Muthayah
Tuan Haji Mahpar Atan
Dato’ Indera Mohd Ridza Awang
Dato’ Mok Khiaw Hui
Mr. Wong Kar Wai
Datuk Chua Hock Gee
Mr. George Yap Hong Thien
Mr. Matthew Law Kian Siong
Vacant
Mr. Kang Meng Fuat

Ms. Azalina Abdul Rahman
Mr. Shanmugam Ramiah
Ms. Noorasikin Mat Rifin

BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES

01.10.21 – 30.09.23 
01.01.20 – 31.12.21  
01.10.21 – 16.06.22 
01.01.20 – 31.12.21
01.08.20 – 31.12.21
01.08.20 – 31.12.21
01.08.20 – 31.12.21 
01.08.20 – 31.12.21 
01.08.20 – 31.12.21 
n.a.
Appointment revoked: 01.10.21. 
Re-appointed: 01.11.21 – 31.10.23 
01.11.21 – 31.10.23 
01.11.21 – 31.10.23 
01.12.21 – 30.11.23 

The Board met seven times in 2021 which includes an adjourned board meeting.

BOARD MEETINGS

Period   Meeting     Date of Meeting
1st Quarter  179th Board meeting   3.3.2021
2nd Quarter  180th Board meeting   25.5.2021
   181st Board meeting   11.6.2021
3rd Quarter  182nd Board meeting   17.8.2021
   Adjourned 182nd Board meeting  23.8.2021
4th Quarter  183rd Board meeting   19.11.2021
   184th Board meeting   29.12.2021

BOARD 
MEETINGS



The 29th Annual General Meeting was held on 28 June 2021 and the following were passed:
(i) Audited Financial Statements of MTC for the financial year ended 31 December 2020 and the Reports of the Trustees and  
 the Auditors contained therein; 
(ii) Payment of Trustees’ fees / remunerations / other benefits in respect of the financial year ended 31 December 2020; and
(iii) Reappointment of auditors of the Council, RSM Malaysia for the ensuing year.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

No Extraordinary Meeting was held in the year 2021.

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING

The IRC was established in 1998 to oversee all investment-related matters for the MTC Endowment Fund. This requirement was 
stipulated by the Ministry of Finance (MOF) and the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) as MTC would be 
managing funds provided by the government. The IRC ensures that the Endowment Fund is invested according to guidelines and 
asset allocations issued by the MOF. It also reviews the fund performance and makes appropriate recommendations to the MTC 
Board on appointments and termination of fund managers. The Endowment Fund’s performance is submitted to both MPIC and 
MOF on a quarterly basis.

Members of the IRC as at 31 December 2021 were:
• Chairman of MTC
• Datuk Ravi Muthayah (MPIC)
• Ms. Che Wan Najwa (MOF)
• Mr. Muhtar Suhaili (MTC CEO)

In 2021, the IRC met four times to discuss MTC’s investment-related matters. 

Note: Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor, MTC’s former Chairman stepped down on 1 September 2021. Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff 
was appointed as MTC Chairman on 1 October 2021 and attended the 58th IRC meeting in November 2021 by invitation as her 
appointment was then pending SSM’s confirmation. Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff was officially appointed Chairman of the IRC in 
February 2022.

Audit, Integrity, and Risk Committee (AIRC)

The AIRC and its predecessors, the Audit and Oversight Committee (AOC) and before that, the Internal Audit Committee (IAC), were 
initially established to review the Internal Audit function and findings from internal audit reports, as well as the findings of external 
auditors and MTC’s annual budgeting and financial reporting processes.  When the Integrity and Governance Unit was set up in 2021, 
oversight of integrity and governance matters was also included under the purview of the AIRC.

Members of the AIRC as at 31 December 2021 were:
• Dato’ Ahmad Nadzarudin Abdul Razak – Chairman (appointment ended 1 October 2021)
• Mr. Mad Zaidi Mohd Karli (MPIC)
• Datuk Chua Hock Gee (MPMA)
• Mr. Wong Kar Wai (TEAM)
• Mr. Kang Meng Fuat (Independent Trustee)
• MTC Management (represented by CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili)

In 2021, the AIRC met twice.

BOARD COMMITTEES
Investment and Risk Committee (IRC)
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Human Resource, Nomination and Remuneration Committee (HRNRC)

The HRNRC is tasked to advise on policy and provide directions on matters related to nomination and remuneration for MTC Board 
of Trustees and MTC staff to ensure these commensurate with industry standards.

Members of the HRNRC as at 31 December 2021 were:
•  Datuk Ravi Muthayah (Chairman)
•  Mr. George Yap (MWMJC)
•  Mr. Matthew Law (MFC)
•  Ms. Azalina Abdul Rahman (Independent Trustee) 
• Mr. Muhtar Suhaili (MTC CEO)

The HRNRC held two online meetings in 2021.

Industry and Market Development Committee (IMDC)

The IMDC is an advisory committee that provides policy recommendations and strategic directions in support of MTC’s key thrusts 
on industry development and empowerment, market intelligence, market development and stakeholder engagement, and review 
strategic framework to improve the effectiveness of MTC’s programmes and activities. 

Members of the IMDC as at 31 December 2021 were: 
• Dato’ Mok Khiaw Hui (MWIA) - Chairman
• Mr. Pubadi Govindasamy (MPIC)
• Tuan Haji Mahpar Atan (MTIB)
• Dato’ Indera Mohd Ridza Awang (JPSM)
• Mr. Wong Kar Wai (TEAM)
• Mr. George Yap Hong Thien (MWMJC)
• Mr. Matthew Law Kian Siong (MFC)
• Datuk Chua Hock Gee (MPMA)
• Tuan Haji Hanafee Haji Yusoff (PEKA) - (appointment ended 1 October 2021)
• Ms. Azalina Abdul Rahman (Independent Trustee)
• Ms. Aedreena Reeza Alwi (MITI)
• MTC Management (represented by CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili)

The IMDC met five times in 2021.

The 183rd Board meeting on 19 November 2021, chaired by Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff. 
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Seven (7) In-House Working Groups (IHWG) have been established to ensure proper organisation-wide consultation on and for the 
smooth running of specific aspects of MTC’s operations. They are as follows:

IHWG on External Sourcing of Timber Raw Materials

The IHWG on External Sourcing of Timber Raw Materials is responsible for the verification and approval of applications by companies 
for timber raw material import assistance.

The members of the IHWG on External Sourcing of Timber Raw Materials as at 31 December 2021 were: 
• Mr. Muhtar Suhaili – Chairman  
• Mr. Roger Chin
• Mr. Mohamed Azly Yusof 
• Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob 
• Ms. Adeline Goh

IHWG on Industry Development Programme

The IHWG on Financial Incentive for Purchase of Machinery was renamed IHWG on Industry Development Programme on 17 
March 2021 as the IHWG’s role had been expanded to cover various programmes under the Industry Development Division. 
This IHWG is responsible for the verification and approval of applications by companies for Automation, Digital and Green 
Technologies Acquisition (ADGTA).

LEADERSHIP TEAM & IN-HOUSE 
WORKING GROUPS/COMMITTEES

(Seated from left) Ms. Andrea Lim, Ms. Lau Li Har, Mr. Roger Chin, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, Ms. Noraihan Abdul Rahman, Ms. Alexis Chang 
and Ms. Jennyfer Lee.

(Standing from left): Mr. Mohamed Azly Yusof, Mr. Edward Tan, Mr. Jasvinder Singh, Mr. Khairul Anwar, Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob, 
Mr. Justin Choo and Mr. Faizal Shah Zainal Alam Shah.

Inset: Mr. Tan Ting Wai
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Members of the IHWG on Industry Development Programme as at 31 December 2021 were: 
• Mr. Muhtar Suhaili – Chairman  
• Mr. Roger Chin
• Mr. Mohamed Azly Yusof 
• Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob 
• Ms. Adeline Goh

IHWG on Export Assistance Programme

The IHWG on Export Assistance Programme, which was introduced in 2021, is responsible for the verification and approval of 
applications by companies for export assistance.

The members of the IHWG on Export Assistance Programme as at 31 December 2021 were: 
• Mr. Muhtar Suhaili – Chairman  
• Mr. Roger Chin
• Mr. Mohamed Azly Yusof 
• Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob 
• Ms. Adeline Goh

IHWG on Communications

The In-House Working Group on Communications is tasked to provide a cohesive and integrated approach to MTC’s 
communications’ needs, both print and electronic.

Members of the IHWG on Communications as at 31 December 2021 were:
• Mr. Muhtar Suhaili - Chairman
• Mr. Roger Chin
• Ms. Noraihan Abdul Rahman
• Ms. Alexis Chang
• Ms. Lau Li Har
• Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob
• Mr. Tan Ting Wai
• Mr. Khairul Anwar
• Mr. Mohamed Azly Yusof
• Ms. Andrea Lim
• Mr. Edward Tan
• Ms. Jennyfer Lee
• Mr. Jasvinder Singh
• Mr. Faizal Shah
• Mr. Justin Choo

IHWG on Human Resource

The IHWG on Human Resource is responsible for human resource management and planning such as recruitment, staff 
learning & development, career progression, reward management, employee relationship and welfare matters. 

The members of the IHWG on Human Resource as at 31 December 2021 were: 
• Mr. Muhtar Suhaili – Chairman    • Mr. Mohamed Azly Yusof
• Mr. Roger Chin      • Ms. Andrea Lim
• Ms. Noraihan Abdul Rahman    • Mr. Edward Tan
• Ms. Lau Li Har      • Ms. Jennyfer Lee
• Ms. Alexis Chang      • Mr. Jasvinder Singh
• Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob    • Mr. Faizal Shah
• Mr. Tan Ting Wai      • Mr. Justin Choo
• Mr. Khairul Anwar     • Ms. Sharon Wong
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Mr. Muhtar Suhaili chairing one of the Leadership Team meetings.

Integrity and Governance Unit

The Integrity and Governance Unit is responsible for instilling the values of integrity and mutual respect in the workplace as 
well as ensuring an anti-bribery and anti-corruption culture in MTC. 

Members of the Integrity and Governance Unit as at 31 December 2021 were: 
• Mr. Jasvinder Singh – Chairman 
• Ms. Jennyfer Lee – Deputy Chairman
• Ms. Sharon Wong
• Ms. Nor Atiqah Hasan
• Ms. Nornajjua Ariffah Mohd Nasir

Work Hard, Play Hard and Pray Hard Committee (WHP2H)
The Work Hard, Play Hard and Pray Hard (WHP2H) Committee was formed to organise activities to help create a happier 
work environment and better work-life balance for MTC staff. 

The members of the WHP2H Committee as at 31 December 2021 were: 
• Mr. Mohamad Azmi Sarman - Chairman
• Ms. Anasalwa Saad
• Ms. Norma Liza Nurdin
• Mr. Mohammad Firdaus Ab Aziz
• Ms. Ira Raihana Abus Khari
• Ms. Nadirah Ahmad
• Ms. Andrea Lim
• Ms. Lai Mei Theng
• Ms. Agnes Seah
• Ms. Roziatul Akma Mohd Yusuf
• Ms. Wong Mei Kuan
• Mr. Ang Shaw Yang
• Mr. Jasvinder Singh
• Mr. Mohamad Shafik Mohamad Zainuddi
• Ms. Puteri Nur Aisyah Ruslan
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PERFORMANCE OF THE 
MALAYSIAN TIMBER TRADE

MALAYSIA: EXPORT OF TIMBER AND TIMBER PRODUCTS 2017-2021
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The export of timber and timber products from Malaysia averages at RM22.56 billion from 2017 to 2021. Malaysia’s export of 
major timber products in 2021 stood at RM22.74 billion, increasing by 3.0% from the previous year. 

Export of wooden frame experienced a major increase in value in 2021 by 41.6% year-on-year to RM130.0 million together 
with plywood by 15.4% to RM3.28 billion and mouldings by 8.0% to RM764.5 million. Other products recording year-on-year 
increment were sawntimber at RM2.51 billion (+4.2%), logs at RM528.7 million (+3.8%) and BJC at RM997.2 million (+2.5%). 

Products recording negative year-on-year growth were fibreboard at RM690.1 (-5.1%), chipboard/particleboard at RM254.8 
million (-4.4%), veneer at RM91.2 million (-3.6%) and wooden furniture at RM10.41 billion (-2.1%).

Malaysian timber products are well-known globally with strong market presence in key export markets. There are six timber 
product exports from Malaysia being ranked within the Top 10 and Top 20 globally in value terms in 2021. In the Top 10, plywood, 
wooden furniture and wooden frame were ranked 6th globally. In the Top 20, mouldings was ranked 12th globally, sawntimber 
was ranked 18th and BJC was ranked 19th globally in 2021.

Top 10 Markets for Timber Products (2021)
The top export destinations for Malaysian timber and timber products in 2021 was the United States at RM7.83 billion with a market 
share of 34.4%. Japan comes second with RM3.13 billion (13.8% share), followed by China at RM2.30 billion (10.1% share), Singapore 
at RM1.05 billion (4.6% share), India at RM918.3 million (4.0% share), Australia at RM851.24 million (3.7% share), United Kingdom 
at RM763.5 (3.4% share), South Korea at RM602.9 (2.7% share), the Netherlands at RM471.02 (2.1% share) and Philippines at 
RM465.0 (2.0% share).

Export of Wooden Furniture - Top 10 Countries (2021)
Wooden furniture (including bamboo and rattan furniture) was the top timber product exported by Malaysia in 2021 with 48.3% 
share of the total export valued at RM10.41 billion (-2.1% year-on-year). Malaysia’s export of wooden furniture ranked 6th globally in 
2021. The biggest market was the United States valued at RM6.43 billion (61.8% share). Japan was the 2nd top export destination 
valued at RM522.2 million (5.0% share), followed by Singapore at RM434.6 million (4.2% share), United Kingdom at RM405.6 
million (3.9% share), Australia at RM381.6 million (3.7% share), Canada at RM264.2 million (2.5% share), India at RM170.0 million 
(1.6% share), Saudi Arabia at RM158.6 million (1.5% share), United Arab Emirates at RM143.5 million (1.4% share) and the Philippines 
at RM110.7 million (1.1% share).
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Export of Plywood - Top 10 Countries (2021)
Plywood was the 2nd largest timber product export from Malaysia in terms of value in 2021 at RM3.28 billion (+15.4% year-on-year). 
It also ranked 6th in the world in 2021. Japan remained the top export destination for Malaysian plywood in 2021 with an export value 
of RM1.76 billion (53.8% share). The United States were ranked 2nd at RM566.6 million (17.3% share), followed by South Korea at 
RM180.8 million (5.5% share), United Kingdom at RM152.7 million (4.7% share), Yemen at RM120.3 million (3.7% share), Australia at 
RM100.0 million (3.1% share), Taiwan at RM79.6 million (2.4% share), Mexico at RM50.0 million (1.5% share), Singapore at RM44.9 
million (1.4% share), and Thailand at RM34.8 million (1.1% share). 

Export of Sawntimber - Top 10 Countries (2021)
Sawntimber was the 3rd largest export from Malaysia in terms of value in 2021 at RM2.51 billion (+4.2% year-on-year) and ranked 
18th globally. China was the top importer of Malaysian sawntimber with RM296.0 million (11.8% share), followed by the Philippines at 
RM213.8 million (8.5% share), Thailand at RM209.1 million (8.3% share), India at RM173.3 million (6.9% share), United Arab Emirates 
at RM161.0 million (6.4% share), Taiwan at RM156.7 million (6.2% share), Netherlands at RM155.0 million (6.2% share), Yemen at 
RM145.2 million (5.8% share), Sri Lanka at RM113.1 million (4.5% share) and Japan at RM104.2 million (4.2% share).

Export of BJC - Top 10 Countries (2021)
Builders’ Joinery and Carpentry (BJC) was the 4th largest export from Malaysia in terms of value in 2021 at RM997.2 million (+2.5% 
year-on-year) and ranked 23rd globally. The United States was ranked 1st as an importer of BJC from Malaysia in 2021 at RM270.6 
million (27.1% share), followed by Australia at RM158.4 million (15.9% share), the United Kingdom at RM119.4 million (12.0% share), 
Belgium at RM51.5 million (5.2% share), Japan at RM47.4 million (4.8% share), Singapore at RM43.1 million (4.3% share), India at 
RM30.3 million (3.0% share), Netherlands at RM26.8 million (2.7% share), Norway at RM24.9 million (2.5% share) and Sweden at 
RM20.3 million (2.0% share).
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Export of Mouldings - Top 10 Countries (2021)
Mouldings was the 5th largest export from Malaysia in terms of value in 2021 at RM764.5 million (+8.0% year-on-year) and 
ranked 12th globally. The Netherlands was the top importer of Malaysian mouldings with RM251.5 million (32.9% share), 
followed by the United States at RM135.9 million (17.8% share), Australia at RM93.1 million (12.2% share), Japan at RM56.8 
million (7.4% share), Germany at RM31.5 million (4.1% share), South Korea at RM30.3 million (4.0% share), France at RM28.4 
million (3.7% share), the United Kingdom at RM28.1 million (3.7% share), Singapore at RM27.4 million (3.6% share) and 
Belgium at RM15.4 million (2.0% share).

Export of Fibreboard - Top 10 Countries (2021)
Fibreboard was the 6th largest export from Malaysia in terms of value in 2021 at RM690.1 million (-5.1% year-on-year) and ranked 
21st globally. With a market share of 34.7%, Japan was the top fibreboard export destination from Malaysia at RM239.6 million, 
followed by the Philippines at RM78.0 million (11.3% share), Pakistan at RM50.5 million (7.3% share), Indonesia at RM39.4 million 
(5.7% share), Australia at RM38.7 million (5.6% share), United States at RM31.2 million (4.5% share), India at RM30.6 million (4.4% 
share), Vietnam at RM24.8 million (3.6% share), United Arab Emirates at RM18.4 million (2.7% share) and South Africa at RM17.5 
million (2.5% share).

Export of Logs - Top 10 Countries (2021)
Logs were the 7th largest export from Malaysia in terms of value in 2021 at RM528.7 million (+3.8% year-on-year) and ranked 22nd 

globally. About 87.4% of these were exported to India valued at RM462.1 million. Taiwan was the 2nd top importer with RM38.0 
million (7.2% share), followed by Japan at RM16.1 million (3.1% share), China at RM4.4 million (0.8% share), South Korea at RM3.7 
million (0.7% share), Vietnam at RM3.5 million (0.7% share), Singapore at RM0.4 million (0.1% share), Pakistan at RM0.2 million 
(0.04% share), Thailand at RM0.1 million (0.02% share) and Bangladesh at RM0.1 million (0.01% share).
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Export of Chipboard/Particleboard - Top 10 Countries (2021)
Chipboard/Particleboard was the 8th largest export from Malaysia in terms of value in 2021 at RM254.8 million (-4.4% year-on-year) 
and ranked 31st globally. South Korea was the top export destination at RM48.2 million (18.9% share), followed by China at RM45.0 
million (17.7% share), Vietnam at RM38.5 million (15.1% share), Japan at RM35.8 million (14.0% share), the Philippines at RM34.7 
million (13.6% share), Indonesia at RM16.7 million (6.5% share), India at RM10.2 million (4.0% share), Thailand at RM5.6 million 
(2.2% share), United Arab Emirates at RM3.7 million (1.4% share) and Singapore at RM3.3 million (1.3% share).

Export of Veneer - Top 10 Countries (2021)
Veneer was the 10th largest export from Malaysia in terms of value in 2021 at RM91.2 million (-3.6% year-on-year) and ranked 31st 

globally. The top importer of veneer from Malaysia was Taiwan at RM17.5 million (19.2% share), with Japan coming close in 2nd 

place at RM16.7 million (18.3% share). At the 3rd place is China at RM14.3 million (15.7%) followed by South Korea at RM11.9 million 
(13.0%). Exports to India were valued at RM11.2 million (12.3% share), followed by the United States at RM4.5 million (5.0% share), 
the Philippines at RM4.4 million (4.8% share), Australia at RM4.2 million (4.6% share), Canada at RM1.9 million (2.1% share) and 
Italy at RM1.7 million (1.8% share).

Export of Wooden Frame - Top 10 Countries (2021)
Wooden frame was the 9th largest export from Malaysia in terms of value in 2021 at RM130.0 million (+41.6% year-on-year) and 
ranked 6th globally. About 59.9% share of the export of wooden frame from Malaysia went to the United States at RM77.9 million. 
Japan was the next top export destination at RM23.1 million (17.7% share), followed by Australia at RM15.7 million (12.1% share), 
Singapore at RM2.6 million (2.0% share), New Zealand at RM2.6 million (2.0% share), Canada at RM1.7 million (1.3 % share), Taiwan 
at RM1.5 million (1.1% share), Belgium at RM1.1 million (0.8% share), Croatia at RM0.7 million (0.5% share) and Hong Kong at RM0.6 
million (0.4% share).
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OUTLOOK 2022

The latest forecast by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) through January 2022’s World Economic Outlook in general 
summarised that the fight against the Covid-19 Pandemic is far from over. IMF stated that the global economy enters 2022 in 
a weaker position than previously expected. The spread of the new Omicron COVID-19 variant forced countries to reimposed 
mobility restrictions. Besides, rising energy prices and supply disruptions have resulted in higher and more broad-based 
inflation than anticipated, notably in the United States and many emerging market and developing economies. The ongoing 
retrenchment in the real estate sector in China, one of the largest consumer markets in the world, and slower-than-expected 
recovery of private consumption also have limited growth prospects.

Global growth is expected to moderate from 5.9 percent in 2021 to 4.4 percent in 2022, half a percentage point lower than the 
October 2021 World Economic Outlook (WEO) forecast, largely reflecting markdowns in the two largest economies’ forecasted 
growth. Global growth is expected to slow to 3.8 percent in 2023 which reflects a mechanical pickup after current drags on 
growth dissipate in the second half of 2022. On inflation, it is expected to persist with ongoing supply chain disruptions and 
high energy prices continuing in 2022. 

The risks to the global baseline are still tilted to the downside. Among the downside risks would be emergence of new COVID-19 
variants together with the supply chain disruptions, energy price volatility, and localized wage pressures mean uncertainty 
around inflation and policy paths is high. Other global risks may crystallize as geopolitical tensions remain high, and the ongoing 
climate emergency means that the probability of major natural disasters remains elevated.

Locally, IMF forecasted that the Malaysian economy is set for a gradual recovery, with real GDP growth at 3.1 percent in 
2021 and projected to accelerate to about 5.75 percent in 2022, thanks to the country’s impressive vaccine rollout and swift 
implementation of economic policy support measures. The recovery nevertheless remains uneven, with sizeable economic 
slack, and substantial medium-term pandemic-related risks. The official forecast growth numbers by Bank Negara Malaysia are 
between 5.3 and 6.3 percent.

The timber industry in Malaysia registered encouraging export figures of RM22.74 billion in 2021, improving by 3.0% from 
2020’s RM22.08 billion even with a three-month closure due to the Movement Control Order (MCO). It was ranked third in the 
export of agricommodity-based products in the country, after palm oil (RM108.52 billion) and rubber (RM71.01 billion). The 
Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) targets for Malaysia’s export of timber and timber product to reach 
a conservative number of RM23 billion in 2022, with a 1.1% growth.

For the first month of 2021, the Malaysian timber and timber product exports achieved a 21.2% year-on-year growth to RM2.34 
billion, which accounted for 10.1% of the total targeted full-year export target for 2022. The total trade for the month of January 
2022 was recorded at RM3.12 billion, increasing by 20.1% year-on-year.

All in all, the global growth forecast is conditional on the adverse health risk declining to low levels in most countries by end-
2022, if the vaccination rates improve worldwide, and COVID-19 therapies become more effective. For Malaysia, according to IMF, 
Malaysia’s economy is set for a gradual recovery, thanks to the authorities’ impressive vaccine rollout and swift implementation 
of economic policy support measures. The recovery nevertheless remains uneven, with sizeable economic slack, and substantial 
medium-term pandemic-related risks.

For the Malaysian timber industry, the Covid-19 pandemic has necessitated a re-think of both short term and medium-to-long 
term strategies. The short-term opportunities and risks for the growth of the timber industry in Malaysia could be attributed 
to the domestic supply of timber raw material, global rerouting of timber sourcing from Russia and Ukraine, localisation of 
global timber supply chain due to the persistently high freight charges and further development in timber-related regulations 
in Europe.

The timber industry players in Malaysia may need to accelerate their upgrading and moving up the value chain by embracing 
digital technologies and innovations. They need to adopt new strategies to manage potential permanent shifts in logistics, 
production, and supply patterns. Industry players also need to explore new business models and strategies to capitalise on 
opportunities presented by changes in consumption patterns and consumer behaviour triggered by the pandemic.
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Young Entrepreneur Society (YES) Programme

Vistage Malaysia Sdn Bhd was selected to conduct the training for this programme which is designed to prepare both 
founders and successors in the timber industry in transitioning the leadership in their organisation. Seven founders and 23 
potential successors joined the programme.

Raw Material Augmentation
The continuity of raw material supply is fundamental to the development of the timber industry. MTC places great emphasises 
in the augmentation of raw material for timber processing activities and for the further development of the downstream 
value-added products. A number of programmes have been established for these purpose as follows:

IAP’s Direct Sourcing Programme (DSP) 
The objective of the IAP’s Direct Sourcing Programme (DSP) is to assist local timber manufacturers, particularly SMEs in 
Peninsular Malaysia, to import timber raw materials to supplement or augment its supply. Incentives are provided to defray 
part of the freight and handling charges.

The total budget allocation for MTC’s IAP 2021 was RM4.9 million and reimbursement to companies was on a “first-come, 
first-served” basis. As at 31 December 2021, a total of RM4,744,579.84 was disbursed to 98 companies under IAP’s DSP 2021. 
MTC approved 123 companies to participate in the programme and of these, 13 were new participants and 16 non-SMEs. The 
CIF value of timber purchased was RM175,905,530.50.

32
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IAP for Planting Materials (Seedlings/Plantlets)
The objective of the IAP for Planting Materials is to support the timber industry’s initiative to import planting materials, i.e., seedlings/
plantlets for the establishment of forest plantations. This programme aims to promote the establishment of forest plantations 
of fast-growing tree species for sustainable timber supply. MTC disbursed RM250,000 to MPMA and RM553,400 to MWIA for 
Community Farming and Plant Diagnostic Network Unit, respectively.

IAP’s Industrial Testing Programme (ITP)
The objective of IAP’s Industrial Testing Programme (ITP) is to encourage the timber industry to diversify its production by 
utilising timber species from offshore sources that are new to their production. One company received RM43,306.02 in 2021. 

Purchase Assistance for Alternative Raw Materials
This was a new incentive introduced to support the timber industry’s initiative to utilise alternative raw materials (i.e. Oil 
Palm Trunk, Coconut Trunk, Kenaf, Bamboo, etc.) which involves the reimbursement for transportation/handling charges 
incurred for the purchase of the alternative raw materials. Three companies were approved and RM37,006.20 was disbursed 
to one company in 2021. 
  
IAP Audit Visits
One physical and 23 remote audit visits were conducted in 2021.

Task Force on Import Facilitation of Sawntimber & Logs into Malaysia (TFIF)
The task force met thrice - on 27 January, 23 March, and 11 October. The following matters were discussed:
• Pest Risk Analysis (PRA)
• Discussion on the importation of Red Cedar from Canada
• Import Permit Extension and Requirements
• Port Declaration Issue with Malaysian Quarantine and Inspection Services (MAQIS)

Working Group on Raw Material Augmentation (RMWG)
The working group met twice - on 20 January and 11 October. The following matters discussed were:
• MTC Programmes on Raw Material Augmentation
• Proposals on alternative raw material sources
• Suggestions on improving raw material database
• MPMA’s Proposal on Large Scale Promotion on Oil Palm Trunk Veneer for Finished Products in China
• Bamboo as Alternative Raw Material
• Rubberwood Supply Situation

Study on Wood-based Panels Supply-Demand in Peninsular Malaysia
This study commenced in October 2020 to identify the status and main product types produced and demanded by the 
domestic market as well as the critical factors affecting the supply-demand of wood-based panels in Peninsular Malaysia. 
Prof. Dr. Jegatheswaran from UPM was commissioned to conduct the study. Presentation on the final report was done on 
15 March. The findings of the study are summarised as follows:
• The annualised average production of plywood, particleboard and MDF were 400,000 m3, 920,000 m3,   
 and 1,200,000 m3, respectively.
• The annualised average consumption of plywood, particleboard and MDF in the domestic market were 850,000 m3,  
 810,000 m3, and 650,000 m3, respectively.
• The production capacity utilisation in the veneer and plywood industry, particleboard and MDF manufacturing  
 mills were found to be 60.7%, 58% and 87%, respectively.
• The mismatch of products manufactured, higher prices of domestic products (i.e. 4-5% higher) and insufficient  
 supply of raw materials are the main contributing factors to the increasing import of wood-based panels in   
 Peninsular Malaysia. 
• In 2019, the global modular furniture market was estimated to stand at USD96.3 billion and demand for   
 wood-based panels is poised to increase by almost 5% year-on-year to cater for the increased demand   
 from the sector.
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Automation & Digitalisation

Automation, Digital and Green Technologies Acquisition
There is a growing need for the timber industry to adopt automation and technologies related to IR4.0 via various activities under 
the Automation, Digital and Green Technology Acquisitions to purchase or retrofit machinery to achieve a higher level of automation. 
To encourage the timber-based manufacturers to automate and adopt the latest technology, the following incentives are offered: 

Financial Incentive for Purchase of Machinery (FIPM)
The reimbursement summary for FIPM 2019, FIPM MWE 2019 and FIPM 2020 in 2021 is as follows:

     FIPM 2019 FIPM MWE 2019       FIPM 2020 
Number of Companies   8  23         59
Total Reimbursement (RM)  254,959.01 926,353.76        1,682,886.61FIPM

Automation Technology Acquisition (ATA)
MTC expanded its Financial Incentive for Purchase of Machinery (FIPM) to incentivise eligible manufacturers in the timber 
industry, not limited to the purchase of new machinery, to upgrade their manufacturing processes. In addition, it also 
covers the expansion and diversification of the company’s manufacturing capacity as well as process line automation. The 
reimbursement rate for material handling equipment was increased to 30% for SME and 20% for non-SME. 

In 2021, 40 companies with a total machinery value of RM8,536,860 were given conditional approval to proceed to the 
second stage. The total estimated reimbursement under ATA 2021 was RM1,554,624.

Digital Software Acquisition (DSA)
The Financial Incentive for Digital Software Acquisition (DSA) was another of MTC’s new initiative for the adoption of digital 
technology particularly for the purchase of software to digitalise business processes and encourage digital transformation in 
the timber industry. Six applications with a total value of RM1,128,765 were received. One of the companies with a total value of 
RM180,000 was given conditional approval to proceed to the second stage. 

High Impact Project (HIP)
The Financial Incentive for High Impact Project (HIP) 
was introduced to encourage domestic investment in 
the new production line(s) with modern technologies 
for upgrading of manufacturing facilities and business 
expansion. It also aims to drive the timber industry 
towards implementing smart manufacturing and 
Industry 4.0 enabling technologies to enhance the 
industry’s competitiveness with a more responsive and 
efficient operation. Four applications with a total project 
value of RM4,570,074 were received in 2021. A total of 
RM287,000 was disbursed to two companies with a total 
project value of RM3,051,000.

Financial Incentive for Purchase of Air Pollution Control Equipment (FIAPC)
MTC continued its efforts in assisting the timber industry to comply with the Environmental Quality (Clean Air) Regulations 
2014 (CAR 2014) as well as strengthening the industry’s capability and capacity in reducing air pollution. MTC received one 
application with a total project value of RM326,000 in 2021.

Purchase and Installation of Solar Photovoltaic System (SPS)
MTC Green Incentives programme for the Purchase and Installation of Solar Photovoltaic System (SPS) assists the timber industry 
in the adoption and utilisation of renewable energy. In 2021, MTC received 14 applications and has disbursed the payment to two 
companies amounting to RM68,020.50.
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Taking a closer look at factory operations as well as due diligence audits were some 
of the crucial activities under the Industry Development and Transformation Division.
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Working Group on Automation & Digitalisation (ADWG)
The Working Group on Automation & Digitalisation tabled a proposal titled “The Eligibility of Reconditioned Machine under 
the Automation Technology Acquisition Programme”. The Board approved the proposal and the eligibility of purchasing 
reconditioned machine which was added under MTC Automation Technology Acquisition Programme.

Working Group on Sawmilling WG (SWG)
Tunku Abdul Rahman University College (TAR UC) submitted a proposal to the Working Group (WG) titled “Semi-Auto 
Sawmill System (SM-SA 300)” on 26 February to design a semi-automated sawmill system with plank-sizing, log-loading, 
and unloading features which could help improve the sawmilling process as well as reduce manpower. The WG conducted 
a field visit to Hang Tuah Furniture Sdn Bhd on 28 April together with four representatives from the TAR UC’s Faculty 
of Engineering and Technology. The 2nd Working Group on Sawmilling was conducted on 25 May via Zoom. The WG on 
Sawmilling convened its third meeting via online on 30 September. 
  
SIRIM STS Factory Transformation Programme (FTP)
SIRIM STS Sdn Bhd selected 14 companies to participate in the programme after conducting online pre-assessment interviews. 
The MoU signing ceremony between MTIB, SIRIM STS Sdn Bhd and MTC was held on 9 April at MTIB. The training, which 
covered Green 5S, Lean Management, Innovation Management and Quality Tools & Techniques, was concluded in June and 
the audit by SIRIM was completed in November. Total programme cost is RM1,406,250. MTC would bear 20% of the cost, 
i.e., RM281,250. The balance of 80% is funded by SIRIM-Fraunhofer. Fourteen companies were audited by SIRIM, and 12 
companies passed at least one module.

Smart Manufacturing Consulting (SMC)
To fuel the growth of the timber industry in automation and digitalisation, MTC introduced the Smart Manufacturing Consulting 
Programme. MTC connected 22 companies with the Malaysian Digital Economy Corporation (MDEC) for idea sharing and consultation 
sessions with regard to digital adoption and smart manufacturing. Eight companies were introduced to potential service providers. 
With regard to the implementation of Industrial IoT (IIoT) Proof of Concepts (PoC) projects, two companies have committed and are 
attending the workshop conducted by the vendor prior to kickstarting their PoC projects.

Due Diligence Audit (DDA) Visits
In 2021, most of the due diligence audits were conducted remotely due to travel restrictions during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The summary of DDAs conducted are as follows: 

ATA  HIP  FIPM 2019 & 2020 FIPM MWE 2019 
1st DDA: 70 1st DDA: 2 2nd DDA: 46  DDA: 7
2nd DDA: 31 2nd DDA: 2

DDAs 
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A virtual session by the Working Group on Automation & Digitalisation (ADWG) with stakeholders. In 2021, the Board allowed reconditioned machine to be purchased. 
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PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT & BUMIPUTERA ENHANCEMENT

Bumiputera Development Programme

Programmes Under “Program Pemerkasaan Industri Perkayuan dan Perabot Bumiputera”
In 2021, four programmes proposed by PEKA were approved by the Steering Committee of the “Program Pemerkasaan Industri 
Perkayuan dan Perabot Bumiputera”. A sum of RM360,000 was approved for the programme. 

Bumiputera Smart Partnership Programme
This programme was the brainchild of the Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC), 
YB Dato’ Dr. Sri Wee Jeck Seng, which was launched by the Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB) in 2020. In 2021, through 
the advisory of MPIC, MTC joined as a partner in the programme.  The programme aims to develop Bumiputera entrepreneurs 
to venture into the export market through sub-contracting works with non-Bumiputera exporters.
 
MTC via the In-House Working Group Bumiputera Programmes had approved a special allocation amounting to RM107,500 
for two companies to purchase one main machinery in the Smart Partnership Programme. MPIC requested MTC to consider 
additional funding to BRH Furniture Sdn Bhd for the purchase of Automatic Panel Saw. At MTC’s 184th Board Meeting, the 
Board had approved an additional RM22,500 incentive for the  company and advanced payment of RM80,000 to purchase 
the requested machinery. A machinery agreement would be signed between MTC and the company to include a clause on 
the repayment by the company to commence six months after the machinery commissioning.

Much collaborative efforts were put in place for the development of Bumiputera entrepreneurs.

At the machine handing over ceremony for Bumiputera manufacturers.
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Bumiputera Development Programme for Micro Enterprises 
This programme aimed to support the growth and development of micro-sized Bumiputera companies post-COVID-19. In 
2021, a total of six online dialogue sessions were conducted with 81 Bumiputera micro-companies in Melaka, Kedah and 
Penang, Kelantan, Perak, Terengganu, and Johor. A total of 78 enterprises responded to MTC’s online survey - “Kaji Selidik 
Keperluan Industri Perkayuan dan Perabot Mikro Bumiputera (MTC) Pasca Covid-19”. 

Findings/inputs from the dialogue sessions, online surveys as well as factory visits in Kedah, Penang and Melaka were used 
to develop assistance/guidelines for the micro-companies. MTC provided special assistance of RM5,000 per company under 
the “Assistance/CSR for Basic Woodworking Machinery programme”. 

MTC collaborated with Impressive Transforms Sdn Bhd to assist 12 micro-enterprises in Melaka to purchase basic machinery. 
This initiative would be extended to other states and MTC will propose an action plan to enable Bumiputera manufacturers 
to increase their production capacity and income. 

Product Development for Lesser-Known Species
This programme aims to promote the utilisation of local timber species in producing high value-added or niche products. 
In 2021, three companies submitted their proposals. Species such as Merpauh, Kembang Semangkok and Sepetir are being 
used for the manufacture of furniture and floorings.

A visit to a boat-making workshop during MTC’s Roadshow in Terengganu.

At the Terengganu Timber Industry Training Centre (TTITC) in Kuala
Berang, Terengganu, for the machine handing over ceremony.

Terengganu Timber Industry Training Centre (TTITC) CEO Mr.
Muhamad Sulong’s courtesy visit to MTC.

At Desa Ukiran Kayu in Terengganu.



KNOWLEDGE TALENT

Engineer Placement and Internship in the Timber Industry (EPIP)
The programme aimed to facilitate small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and non-SMEs in employing professional technical 
personnel to develop their career in the timber industry. This is a part of human capital readiness in technology adoption 
towards IR4.0. Details of the programme are as follows:

Participation by the timber industry 58 companies registered (MFC-19, MWMJC-12,   
     MWIA-8, MPMA-6, TEAM-3, PEKA-9 and Others-1)
Engineer Placement   1st Batch: 
     • No of engineers applied: 122
     • No of engineers shortlisted: 63
     • No of engineers accepted: 15

EPIP

Engineer Placement   2nd Batch: 
     • No of engineers applied: 123
     • No of engineers shortlisted: 58
     • No of engineers accepted: 13
Internship    • No of students applied: 449
     • No of students accepted: 53
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At the launch of EPIP. The programme aims to employ professional technical personnel to develop their career in the timber industry. 

The Selangor Human Resource Development Centre (SHRDC) visit to MTC.



Working Group on Manpower (MWG) 
MTC conducted its first engagement session on compliance with the Employees’ Minimum Standards of Housing, Accommodations 
and Amenities Act 1990 (Act 446) on 28 May. The event was attended by 151 participants including representatives from 
MPIC, Department of Labour Johor, Department of Labour Muar, Department of Labour Batu Pahat, PLANMalaysia (Federal 
Department of Country and Town Planning), the Local Government Department, Muar Municipal Council and Batu Pahat 
Municipal Council. The second engagement session was attended by 132 participants, including members of the timber industry 
and the representative from the Local Government Department (JKT), Ministry of Housing and Local Government (KPKT). 

Participation in Technical Projects/Working Groups/Committees
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   Event        Date 

Mesyuarat Jawatankuasa Teknikal Pembangunan Ladang Hutan     10 February
Mesyuarat Jawatankuasa Teknikal Berkenaan Struktur Kayu (NSC V/TC 2) Bil. 1/2021   8 April
Mesyuarat Jawatankuasa Teknikal Berkenaan Wood-based Panels (NSC V/TC 3) Bil. 1/2021  12 April
Mesyuarat Jawatankuasa Teknikal Berkenaan Kayu (NSC V/TC1) Bil. 1/2021   27 April
Mesyuarat Jawatankuasa Teknikal Berkenaan Wood-based Panels (NSC V/TC 3) Bil. 2/2021 14 July
Mesyuarat Jawatankuasa Teknikal Berkenaan Struktur Kayu (NSC V/TC 2) Bil. 2/2021   5 August
Mesyuarat Jawatankuasa Teknikal Berkenaan Wood-based Panels (NSC V/TC 3) Bil. 3/2021  7 December

In talks with UTAR for EPIP. Some of the EPIP participants at work.
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MARKET DEVELOPMENT

MTC’s participation in international trade fairs is one of the most cost-efficient ways for promoting Malaysian timber products 
and strengthening networking, apart from gathering market intelligence, generating trade enquiries, and promoting 
Malaysia’s sustainable forestry management policies. Be it through the setting up of MTC’s Malaysian timber or furniture 
pavilions or MTC’s marketplace promotion exhibition booths, MTC’s participation in trade fairs is often combined with a 
market visit or survey which often involves meetings with local companies and timber-based associations. Trade enquiries 
and market intelligence gathered through these activities are passed on to the members of the Malaysian timber industry 
through their associations or debriefing sessions.

MARKET PENETRATION AND PROMOTION

Market Penetration and Promotion

Furniture China 2021 Digital Trade Show
MTC organised the participation of 15 companies at Furniture China’s Digital Trade Show from 1 September to 31 December. 
Thirteen business matching sessions had been conducted via the digital platform.
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Many fair organisers such as those of Furniture China went virtual in 2021. 
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Expo 2020 Dubai (1 October 2021 to 31 March 2022)
MTC will be participating in Expo 2020 Dubai in 2022 under the umbrella of MPIC. MTC has been tasked to lead the participation of 
related agencies and companies in Week 17 (23-29 January 2022) which is designated as the Non-Food Sustainable Agri-commodity 
Week of the Expo covering timber, rubber, and kenaf.  Two Steering Committee Meetings were organised on 8 October and 
9 December, respectively. 

MTC Marketplace Promotion
Program #KeluargaMalaysia : Minggu Agikomoditi@MyKomoditi 2021
MTC organised the following programmes and set up a booth during the Minggu Agrikomoditi 2021 @ MyKomoditi 2021 
hosted by MPIC from 25-29 October 2021. 

Date     Activities      No. of Participants 

25 October  Online Session on Up-Close with TimbeReality     100  
26 October Online Launching of Young Entrepreneur Society (YES) Programme  98 
  Webinar on MTC Initiatives and Virtual Programmes Reaching Out  49    
  to Global Timber Buyers During COVID-19 Pandemic
  Webinar on Roles of Engineers      80
27 October Launching of TimbeReality      Physical Launch
  Webinar Build a Powerful Online Brand Presence    173
  Online Session on Tips Membuat Jualan di Dalam Dunia Digital  74   
28 October Webinar on Defining Timber Architecture     140
  Webinar on New Frontiers in Timber Construction    64
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YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin (in brown coat) with representatives from MPIC’s Non-Food Commodity sectors.

Some of the participants of the online session of Up-Close with TimbeReality. YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida (left) and YB Datuk Willie (right) being briefed by 
MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili at the MTC booth.



2021 ANNUAL REPORT

In 2021, MTC participated in the following trade fairs:

  Trade fairs     No. of Trade Enquiries Received
Dubai Woodshow, Dubai, UAE (9-11 March)     68
Interzum Guangzhou 2021, Guangzhou, China (28-31 March)  21
Build Expo, Houston, Texas (9-10 June)     4
NWFA, Orlando, Florida, USA (7-9 July)     11
CNR Mobilya Expo 2021, Istanbul, Turkey (3-8 August)   109
Las Vegas Market, Las Vegas, USA (22-26 August)    9
DREMA, Poznan, Poland (14-17 September)    4
IWPA Washington & Fly-in Exhibition, Maryland, USA (27-29 September)  1
Building Holland, Amsterdam, The Netherlands (2-4 November)  2
Branchentag Holz, Cologne, Germany (9-10 November)   6
HGH India 2021, Greater Noida, India (29 November-3 December)  40
The Architect Show, Athens, Greece (11-12 December)   4

Physical

  Trade fairs     No. of Trade Enquiries Received
Building Holland Virtual Fair (30 March-1 April)    1
Virtual exhibition in conjunction with International Mass    1
Timber Virtual Convention, Portland, Oregon (30 March-1 April)
Exhibition in conjunction with IWPA 2nd Virtual Convention (14-16 April)  1
Furniture China (Digital Trade Show) (7-11 September)   13
The International Architecture, Interior Design & Building Exhibition   398   
(ARCHIDEX) (4 October-10 December)
Konstruksi Indonesia (1-10 November)     -
ASEAN Super 8 (1-30 November)       82
ArchXpo 2021 (10 November-9 December)     -

Virtual

In 2021, MTC participated in the following virtual trade fairs:

Financial Incentive for Participation in International Fairs held in Malaysia
MTC provided incentives for the company’s participation in both physical and online virtual exhibitions. The exhibitions included the 
Export Furniture Exhibition (EFE), Malaysian International Furniture Fair (MIFF), The International Architecture, Interior Design & 
Building Exhibition (ARCHIDEX), and Futurebuild Southeast Asia ASEAN Super 8. A total of 58 companies applied for this incentive. 
Five companies participated in MIFF Furniverse 2021 and EFE Online Exhibition under this Financial Incentive Programme. 
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Build Expo 2021. CNR Mobilya Expo 2021, Istanbul, Turkey.

MTC CEO addressing IWPA participants. ArchXpo 2021 was one of many fairs that went virtual.
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PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT & DESIGN INCUBATOR

TIMB3R Design Incubator Programme (DIP)

TIMB3R Design Incubator Programme (DIP) 1.0
Branded as TIMB3R Design Incubator Programme (TIMB3R DIP), this project aimed to connect local designers with timber and 
furniture manufacturers to develop high value-added timber and furniture products to build a stronger national and industry 
branding. A total of 14 products were jointly produced by local designers with the timber and furniture manufacturers under 
TIMB3R DIP 1.0. Eleven products were showcased at Furniture China 2021 Digital Trade Show in September 2021 where these 
products underwent further enhancement with guidance by a task force represented by the Malaysian Furniture Council 
(MFC) and the Malaysian Institute of Interior Designers (MIID). 

TIMB3R Design Incubator Programme (DIP) 2.0
The second edition of the TIMBER DIP kicked off with an Online Introductory Session on 24 August. The session was attended 
by 100 participants. A total of 18 designers and 19 manufacturers registered for the programme. The launch and Hackathon of 
TIMB3R DIP 2.0 was officiated by the Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities, YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin 
on 24 November. TIMB3R DIP 2.0 had paired a total of 15 manufacturers and designers.

TimbeReality
TimbeReality is a dedicated VR platform for Malaysian timber and furniture products. The VR platform currently highlights 
the Malaysian-made timber products of 36 companies.   
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Digital Marketing Entrepreneurship Programme (DMEP)

DMEP Consultation & Coaching
The DMEP Consultation & Coaching programme was launched on 30 
June to assist Malaysian timber and furniture companies to move 
into the digital marketing segment. MTC appointed three consultants 
to help business owners to get started on digital marketing as well 
as to enhance their overall digital marketing efforts and strategy. 
Eleven companies participated in this programme.

Learning Module (English)
The Digital Marketing Entrepreneurship Programme (DMEP) – 
Learning Module (English), was a customised new programme that 
provided training and coaching to Malaysian timber and furniture 
companies that were interested in complementing their marketing 
activities on digital marketing and e-commerce platforms. DMEP 
was launched on 10 June, and it was a collaboration with Universiti 
Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR). Eleven participants who completed 
the training were given a Certificate of Completion. 

Learning Module (Bahasa Malaysia)
This training and coaching for Malaysian timber and furniture 
companies in Bahasa Malaysia started on 13 September. The 
programme had 13 participants.

One of the programmes under DMEP Learning Module (Bahasa Malaysia).

TIMB3R DIP & Hackathon is a collaboration between Malaysian timber 
and furniture manufacturers with designers and architects.

TimbeReality is the first 360° virtual mall for timber products and 
furniture in Malaysia. 

The DMEP Consultation & Coaching programme online flyer.
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Cross-Industry Alliance

Organising Events/Meetings/Presentations/Briefings
MTC organised meetings with industry members from time to time, either to brief them on specific topics, market 
developments, to apprise them of opportunities, or to build rapport and maintain its network with the industry. The following 
events took place in 2021 as part of MTC’s engagements with stakeholders in gathering and disseminating information.

    Events       Date    
Meetings Meeting with MAQIS       9 February
  Courtesy call to MIDA       15 February
Webinars 21st New Zealand Pine: Super Softwood of the Century   27 January  
  How to Create a Personal Brand in LinkedIn to Boost Your B2B Marketing 9 March 
  How to Leverage LinkedIn Business Page for B2B Marketing  16 March
  Run Google Smart Campaign to Generate Qualified Leads for Your Business 23 March
  How to Run Social Media (Paid Ads) for B2B Marketing   30 March 
  Getting Your Digital B2B Ad Strategy Right    7 April 
  How Do Companies Increase Their Transferable Value of Their Business? 8 April 
  Getting Your Google Advertising Right     14 April 
  Getting Your Facebook Ads Right      21 April 
  Getting the Most Out of Your Digital Ad Campaigns    28 April
  Internet of Things (IoT): Building A Data-Driven Culture   29 June
  Content Marketing Strategies for B2B in Timber Industry   14 July
  Video Marketing        28 July
  How Brands Marketing are Winning with Video    11 August
  Is Infographics or Podcasting More Relevant to the Timber Industry  27 August
  Strategic Branding: Defining Your Brand Positioning   9 September
  Strategic Branding: Craft Your Brand Values & Purpose   23 September
  Content Marketing Strategies for B2B in Timber Industry   9 September
  Content Marketing: Video Marketing for B2B Businesses   23 September
  Connect with Customers Through Neuroscience    6 October
  Build a Powerful Online Brand Presence     27 October 
Virtual B2B B2B with Indian Importers       27 January
  B2B with Qatar Importers       8 February
  B2B with Indian Furniture Importers     27 May
  B2B with UAE Furniture Importers     24 June
  B2B with Sri Lankan Timber Importers     29 June
  B2B with Nepal Timber Importers       26 July
  B2B with Mauritius Timber Importers      28 July
Industry  Industry Dialogue with Bangladesh Association    30 March
Dialogues Industry Dialogue with Mauritius and Seychelles     21 April
  Industry Dialogue with India Timber Importers and Interior Designer/ Architects  26 August 
  Industry Dialogue with Maldives Sawntimber and Furniture Importers 29 September 
  Industry Dialogue with Turkey      2 November
  Industry Dialogue with Iran      9 December
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The virtual B2Bs and Industry Dialogues garnered good response from 
stakeholders.

The webinar on New Zealand Pine: Super Softwood of the 21st Century
was well-attended.
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Trade Enquiries
The following trade enquiries were received by MTC HQ:

MTC HQ

Products     No. of Enquiries 

Sawntimber     4

Moulding     2

MDF      1

Flooring      3

Chipboard/Particleboard    2

Furniture      1

Plywood      1

Decking      1

Veneer      1

Others       10

Total      26

The following trade enquiries were received by the Regional Offices:

REGIONAL 
OFFICES

Received by     No. of Enquiries

MTC Americas     24

MTC Europe     6

MTC South Asia     38

MTC Middle East & Africa    99

MTC East Asia     31

Total      198

All enquiries were attended to and sent to the timber associations for onward dissemination to their members.

Missions and Market Visits/Surveys

Foshan Longxin Industrial Co., Ltd, China

INDEX Dubai, UAE

Foshan Furniture City, China

Athens, Greece

Ministerial Working Visit on Agri-commodity to the Middle East 
and Africa 2021

Istanbul, Turkey

The Big 5 International Building and Construction Show, Dubai, UAE

High Point, USA

Downtown Design, Dubai, UAE

Mumbai, India

Furniture 360, Sharjah, UAE

DateMarket Visits 

29 January

31 May - 1 June

3 June

27 June - 2 July

3 - 13 July

3 - 8 August

12 - 15 September

16 - 20 October

8 - 12 November

15 - 19 November

13 - 18 December

REGIONAL 
OFFICES

MARKET
VISITS/

SURVEYS

MTC’s market visits to Mumbai, India (left) and Dubai (right).



  Activity      No. of Meetings
Participation in local conferences /seminars / forums/webinars  21
Meetings with government agencies      84
(MPIC, KATS, MTIB, MTCC, MATRADE, MIDA)
Meetings/Networking events (e.g. Annual Dinners, Opening Ceremonies,  350
Factory Visits) with the timber trade associations/companies/traders

Activity
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Market Correspondent 
MTC renewed the contract of Mr. Georges Koo as market correspondent for Mauritius, South Africa, and the African region 
from January to December. Mr. Koo’s portfolio was transferred from MPD to IBDD-C2 effective January 2021 where he 
submitted the quarterly market reports on Mauritius and South Africa.

Trade Visitors and Organisations
MTC East Asia and MTC Europe carried out online promotion and advertising via WeChat and LinkedIn accounts which had 
1,384 and 262 followers, respectively.

Participation in Meetings/Conferences/Dialogues
Summary of conferences/seminars/workshops/meetings attended by MTC in 2021 to represent the interest of the industry 
is as follows:

MPOC and MRC officials during their visit to MTC.

At the Study on Licensing and Permit Requirements in the
Timber Industry meeting.

MTC had regular meetings with government agencies such as MIDA to better 
streamline operations. 
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MARKET INTELLIGENCE

Study on E-commerce Adoption Readiness and Need Identification
The study aimed to assess the readiness of timber companies in Malaysia, in terms of technology, organisational and inter-
organisational levels, to adopt B2B and B2C e-commerce as well as to provide recommendations and plans for companies 
to adopt e-commerce. The study was completed in 2020 and a briefing on the findings and introduction to MTC’s training 
programme was held on 10 June 2021 in conjunction with the “Webinar on E-Commerce and Digital Adoption Readiness in 
the Malaysian Timber Industry, and How to Deal with It”. The briefing was delivered by the consultants of the study Mr. Lee 
Heng Guie, Executive Director of Socio-Economic Research Centre (SERC); Dr. Winnie Wong, Head of Programme (Master of 
Information Systems), Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR); and Dr. Pok Wei Fong, Deputy Dean, Faculty of Accountancy 
and Management, UTAR. The session highlighted on the industry’s level of adoption and readiness to adopt e-commerce in 
their businesses as well as recommendations. 

Study on Supply Chain Management and Its Reaction to Trade Disruptions
The study aimed to identify major trade disruptions and their impact on the supply chain management in the Malaysian 
timber industry, the industry’s responses to these disruptions and aspects for consideration for the establishment of a 
robust supply chain management. The study commenced in August 2020 and the final report dated 31 May 2021 was received 
on 22 June 2021.



Market Information Services
The following are the compilation and analysis of data and information on timber products prepared in 2021:

 Reports      Notes

• Malaysia: Export of Timber and Timber Products 2016 – 2020 
• Malaysia: Top 10 Export Destinations of Major Timber and Timber Products 2020
• Malaysia: Export of Timber and Timber Products to Australia (2011 – 2020);  
  Belgium (2012 – 2020); Canada (2015 – 2019); China (2011 – 2020); France (2012 – 
  2019); India (2011 – 2020); Iran (2012 – 2020); Japan (2011 – 2020); Mauritius (2016 
  – 2020); Qatar (2016 – 2020); Saudi Arabia (2011 – 2020); Seychelles (2016 – 
  2020); Singapore (2011 – 2020); South Korea (2011 – 2020); Taiwan (2011 – 2020); 
  Thailand (2011 – 2020); UAE (2012 – 2020); United Kingdom (2011 – 2020) and the 
  United States (2011 – 2020) 
• Malaysia: Import of Timber and Timber Products to Mauritius (2016 – 2020); 
   Seychelles (2016 – 2020) and Russia (2010 – October 2020)

Trade Statistics & Analysis

• Monthly export and import statistics for major timber products from January- 
  December 2020 and January-October 2021

Infographic of the Performance 
of the Malaysian Timber Trade

Trade statistics and/or analysis for Bahrain, Belgium, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, 
Cambodia, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Ghana, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Laos, Morocco, Myanmar, Netherlands, New Zealand, Oman, Papua 
New Guinea, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, South Africa, South Korea, 
Syria, Tanzania, Turkey, United Arab Emirates (UAE), United States and Uzbekistan 

Graphical Country Profiles 2020

• Updated as at September 2021 for January – September 2021 with the industry,  
  trade and forestry information for 2020

Industry Dashboard

• Completion of the first draft of product dashboard for sawntimber, wooden 
  furniture, particleboard, and logs

Product Dashboards

• Updates on Latest Issues prepared for MTC’s Board Meeting:
a) 179th Board Meeting:
     i. UNEP-WCMC Malaysia Country Overview
     ii. List of Prohibited Tree Species by the Nordic Ecolabelling’s Criteria 
     iii. Rising Export-related Costs
     iv. CMA CGM Ban on Transporting and Handling Endangered Species
b) 180th Board Meeting:
     i. UNEP-WCMC Malaysia Country Overview
     ii. Sustainable Import Guarantee for Importing FLEGT Products from Indonesia 
     iii. Discrimination Against the Use of Tropical Timber for the Construction of   
          2024 Paris Olympic and Paralympic Village 
     iv. Rising Export-related Costs
c) 182nd Board Meeting:
    i. Sustainable Import Guarantee for Importing FLEGT Products from Indonesia 
    ii. Discrimination Against the Use of Tropical Timber for the Construction of 2024   
        Paris Olympic and Paralympic Village 
    iii. FRIM’s Malaysia Red List: Plants of Peninsular Malaysia 
    iv. UNEP-WCMC Malaysia Country Overview
    v. Rising Export-related Costs 
d) 183rd Board Meeting: 
     i. Discrimination Against the Use of Tropical Timber for the Construction of 2024 
        Paris Olympic and Paralympic Village
     ii. Allegation on China’s Dumping and Circumventing of Kitchen Furniture Export    
         to the United States via Malaysia
    iii. Vietnam’s Anti-Dumping Investigation on Imported Chairs and Tables from   
        Malaysia and China

Analysis Papers

• The Strategic Programme to Empower the People and Economy Plus  
  (PEMERKASA+) Initiatives Applicable for the Timber Industry 
• The People Protection and Economic Recovery Package (PEMULIH) Initiatives 
  Applicable for the Timber Industry 

Industry Updates
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ISSUE MANAGEMENT

STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT 

Engagement with Experts on Biosecurity Issues
MTC appointed Mr. Mohd Ridzuan Ismail as a technical advisor on biosecurity issues. The deliverables by the advisor on 
legality and sustainability matters from January to December are as follows:

 Deliverables      Remarks

• Opinion and workplan on MTC Inbound Fumigation Proposal (submitted on 31 May)
• Information sharing on Pest Risk Analysis (PRA) procedure in the US (submitted  
  on 10 June)
• Supplementary information on MTC’s Inbound Fumigation Proposal (submitted   
  on 12 August)

Information/Input Gathering

24 August
• Topic: Fumigation and other treatments for wood and wood products 

20 December
• Topic:
      i. International Standards for Phytosanitary Measure (ISPM) 15 
      ii. Pest Risk Analysis

Briefing to MTC staff
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Engagement with Experts on Legality and Sustainability Issues
MTC had appointed Madam Aimi Lee Abdullah as an advisor on legality and sustainability. The deliverables by the advisor 
for 2021 are as follows:

 Deliverables      Remarks

European Green Deal
(Published in Timber Malaysia in March/April 2021 edition)
Multistakeholder Engagement in the Malaysian Timber Industry
(Submitted in November)
Tropical Timber: Changing to another way of thinking
(Submitted in November)

Articles for Timber Malaysia 

EU FLEGT Fitness Check (January 2021)Commentary

27 May 2021
• Topic:
       o Fitness Check by EU commission (Illegal logging – Evaluation of EU 
          rules (fitness check) and Recent Development and Impact of Malaysian 
          Exporters of Building and Construction Materials to Europe; and
       o European Green Deal.

26 August 2021
• Topic:
       o Historical role / Agenda of NGO in the forestry sector globally and in 
          Malaysia (i.e. the structure of linkages/partners of NGO in the EU)
       o Issues raised by NGOs on the Malaysian timber industry 
       o Approaches that MTC should take to address the issues related to NGOs 

12 October 2021
• Topic:
       o Changing to a New Way of Thinking About Tropical Timber 

Briefing to MTC staff

Article on the European Green Deal was published in Timber Malaysia’s March/April 2021 issue.
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Participation in Meetings, Seminars, Workshops and Conferences
As part of its monitoring of issues relating to the environment, sustainability, trade, and industry, MTC also attends relevant 
events. In 2021, MTC attended the following:

Mesyuarat Penyenaraian Spesies Meranti di dalam IUCN Red List - Virtual meeting

Fitness Check Interview on European Union Timber Regulation (EUTR) and Forest Law
Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) 
Workshop on the 19th APEC Experts Group on Illegal Logging and Associated Trade Meeting 
(EGILAT 19) 
MWMJC 40th Anniversary Virtual Celebration 

Briefing on What’s New on Services Export Fund (SEF) Under The 12th Malaysia Plan 

Training on SIRIM Product Carbon Footprint – Virtual meeting 

Sesi Perundingan Protokol Kerangka Kewangan REDD Plus (REDD Plus Finance Framework 
Protocol) Bersama Pemegang Taruh - Virtual meeting 
4th Project Steering Committee (PSC) Meeting on the Agreement between the State 
Government of Sabah and Malaysian Palm Oil Council on the Forest Rehabilitation of 
Orangutan Habitat at Lower Ulu Kawag, Ulu Segama Forest Reserve - Virtual Meeting 

IWPA World of Wood Convention – Virtual conference 

16th Session of the United Nations Forum on Forestry (UNFF16) - Virtual meeting 

Meeting with MATRADE on the Logistic Costs Reimbursement - Virtual meeting 

3rd APEC EGILAT Workshop – Virtual meeting 

Perbincangan Mengenai Dokumen Malaysia Country Overview to Aid the Implementation 
of EU Timber Regulation (EUTR) yang diterbitkan oleh UN Environment Programme World 
Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) – Virtual meeting 
Global Net Zero Action 2021 (Conference and Workshop) – Virtual Meeting

Mesyuarat Focus Group Discussion (FGD) Bersama Agensi Teknikal Dan Pihak Berkepentingan 
Siri Ii - Garis Panduan Perancangan Penginapan Pekerja Berpusat (Centralised Labour 
Quarters - CLQ) Bagi Cadangan Penyelesaian Jangka Panjang - Virtual meeting 

Mesyuarat Rangka Kerja Program Vaksinasi Barisan Hadapan Sektor Ekonomi – Virtual meeting 

9th Forestry and Timber Technical Working Group Meeting (FTTWG) – Virtual meeting 

Discussion with Unilin (M) Sdn Bhd on Rubber Wood Certification – Virtual meeting 

MCCC RCEP Round Table Series Seminar – Virtual seminar 

16th ASEAN Working Group on Forest Management (AWG-FM) Meeting – Virtual meeting 

DateEvent 

15 January

2 February

19 - 20 February

22 February

15 March

6 - 7 April

8 April

9 April

14 - 16 April

26 - 30 April

21 May

27 - 28 May

8 June

8 - 11 June

18 June

23 June

25 June

25 June

30 June

6 July
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PEFC Supporting Sustainable Rubber: Official Campaign Launch – Virtual meeting 

GSA-UNCTAD’s Maritime Webinar: The Container Shipping Crisis 
Sesi Perbincangan Bersama Pemegang Taruh Untuk Pembangunan Garis Panduan Industri 
Hijau di Malaysia - Sektor Pertanian & Perladangan – Virtual meeting  

20th Meeting of Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Experts Group on Illegal Logging and 

Associated Trade (APEC EGILAT20) - Virtual meeting 

Mesyuarat Jawatankuasa Pemandu dan Teknikal Bagi Kajian Penetapan Kadar Caj Alam 

Sekitar di bawah Seksyen 22(1) Akta Kualiti Alam Sekeliling 1974 dan Peraturan 25, PPKAS 

(2014) Udara Bersih – Virtual meeting 

Temubual: Kajian Pelan Pembangunan Wilayah Ekonomi Pahang Barat Plus 2021 – Virtual meeting 

Meeting on the Outcome of PEFC Assessment of MTCS and Proposals to Address the 

Non-conformities – Virtual meeting 

24th ASEAN Working Group on Forest Product Development (AWG-FPD) & 24th ASOF 

Meeting – Virtual meeting 

The 9th World Sustainability Forum – Virtual meeting 

ReShape Summit – Virtual meeting 

Get PEFC Certified - Learn from First Movers in the Rubber Sector – Virtual meeting 

Perbincangan Mengenai Diskriminasi Terhadap Penggunaan Kayu Tropika untuk 

Pembinaan Perkampungan Olimpik dan Paralimpik Paris 2024 – Virtual meeting 

APEC EGILAT Final Stakeholder Dialogue: Advancing the Trade and Distribution of Legally 

Harvested Forest Products – Virtual meeting 

Discussion with MPIC on WRC Inbound Fumigation and US AD/CVD Kitchen Cabinet 

– Virtual meeting 

69th International Softwood Conference 2021 – Virtual conference 

Mesyuarat Jawatankuasa Pemandu & Teknikal Bagi Pembentangan dan Penilaian 

Laporan Akhir Kajian Penetapan Kadar Caj Alam Sekitar Lesen Pelanggaran Bendasing 
Udara – Virtual meeting 

Sesi Bengkel Maklumbalas Pembangunan Garis Panduan Industri Hijau Di Malaysia 

Mesyuarat Berkaitan Isu-Isu Berbangkit Muar Furniture Park 2022 Post-Budget Debate 

- Virtual meeting

2022 Post-Budget Debate - Virtual meeting 

Mesyuarat Membincang Penyelidikan Dan Penggunaan OPT Sebagai Papan Lantai  
Pembentangan Hasil Kajian Keperluan Pelesenan dan Permit bagi Industri Perkayuan 
Malaysia oleh Majlis Kayu-Kayan Malaysia 
Engagement session on the Investigation of Anti-Dumping & Countervailing Duty (AD/
CVD) by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (US CBP) on the Exports of Kitchen 
Cabinet from Malaysia – Virtual Meeting 

2nd Future-Proofed Palm Oil Summit (FPPO 2021) – Virtual meeting 

Mesyuarat Bagi Membincangkan Isu Berkaitan Pembangunan Muar Furniture Park 

57th Session of the International Tropical Timber Council (ITTC57) 
– Virtual meeting 
Mesyuarat Kumpulan Kerja Pakar Heart of Borneo 2021 – Virtual meeting 

Sustainability Stakeholder Engagement Programme 

Mesyuarat Jawatankuasa Kerja Teknikal Bagi Projek Penilaian Kitaran Hidup (Life Cycle 
Assessment, LCA) Terhadap Produk Kayu Primer yang Dihasilkan di Semenanjung Malaysia 
Meeting with Malaysian Woodworking Machinery Association (MWMA) in conjunction 
with their 27th Annual General Meeting 

DateEvent 

7 July

13 July

3 August

13 - 14 August

26 August and 

24 September

27 August

2 September

7 - 8 September

13 - 15 September

15 - 16 September

22 September

27 September

29 September

13 & 22 October

14 October

22 October

25 October
28 October

1 November
10 November
17 November

22 November

23 - 24 November
1 December
29 November – 
3 December

3 December
8 December 

10 December

20 December

52
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COVID-19 Immunisation Programme for The Timber Industry in Kuala Lumpur and Selangor
MTC set up a Task Force for the Industrial Vaccination Centre or Pusat Pemberian Vaksin Industri (PPVIN) MTC at Olak 
Lempit, Banting, Selangor, to coordinate the setting up and operation of the PPVIN. Members of the Task Force consist of 
representatives from the following:
a) Innovation, Promotion and Industrial Human Capital Division (PIMI), MPIC
b) Timber, Tobacco, and Kenaf Industries Development Division (KTK), MPIC
c) COVID-19 Immunisation Task Force (CITF)
d) MTIB
e) MTC

MTC provided financial assistance of RM 1.3 million to the members of the timber associations who participate in this programme. 
MTC also offered the same financial assistance to MTIB’s staff. MTC provided free vaccination to the workers and volunteers at 
PPVIN as well. The vaccination programme commenced on 28 July and ended on 6 September. A total of 10,005 workers were 
vaccinated. YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin, Minister of MPIC visited the PPVIN on 4 September while YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd 
Khairuddin Aman Razali, former Minister of MPIC, visited the PPVIN on 3 August.

Study on License & Permit Requirements in the Timber Industry in Malaysia
The study aims to identify and lay out the detailed procedures, requirements, documentation, and fees involved in the 
application and approval of licenses and permits across the value chain in the timber processing industry in Malaysia as 
well as to suggest solutions to address issues in license and permit application and approvals at every level. The study 
commenced in January and was completed in August.

 MTC’s vaccination programme for the timber industry was a huge success. It was also strongly supported by the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities.

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin (top) signing the guest book at MTC’s PPVIN @Olak Lempit, Banting.



Visit to Public-Private Partnership COVID-19 Industry Immunisation Programme (PIKAS) Vaccination Centre, Muar, Johor
MTC organised a visit for the then Minister of MPIC, YB Dato’ Dr. Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali who was accompanied by 
Deputy Minister Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng to the PIKAS Vaccination Centre at SKT Banquet Hall in Muar, Johor, on 13 August 
to look at the progress of the vaccination programme among the workers of the furniture industry in Muar.

MTC Financial Incentive for COVID-19 Vaccination for the Timber Industry (FICV)
An additional budget of RM1 million was approved for the vaccination programme. The application was open on 17 September 
2021 and will end on 31 March 2022. As at 31 December 2021, MTC had received applications from 211 companies worth 
RM529,530.00.

Export Assistance Programme (EAP)
MTC established the Export Assistance Programme (EAP) 2021 to assist Malaysian timber exporters, particularly SMEs to 
defray part of the ocean freight charges. A total of RM1 million was allocated for the exports from 15 March to 31 December 
and subsequently an additional RM1 million was approved at the 183rd Board Meeting on 18 November. Under EAP 2021, a 
total of RM1,472,463.37 was approved for disbursement to 121 companies covering 795 containers out of the 155 approved 
companies. 

Muar Satellite Office
A Satellite Office was jointly set up by MPIC, MTIB, and MTC in Muar, Johor, which began operations on 4 October 2021. Muar 
was picked as the base due to its strategic location at the midpoint of the southern region. The main role of the Satellite 
Office is to undertake promotional activities, provide information, and participate in engagement sessions with the local 
authorities and enforcement activities which will be led by either MTIB or MPIC. It will also address industry development 
issues impacting the timber industry, including the furniture sector in the southern region covering Negeri Sembilan, Melaka, 
and Johor. These include the establishment of the Muar Furniture Park, compliance with Act 446 (workers accommodation 
issue), legalisation of factories, improvement of productivity, and market development programmes. 

Engagement of a PR Agency in Europe
MTC appointed Ridens Public Affairs (RPA) to provide public relations services focusing on advocacy matters from  
1 September 2021 until 31 August 2022. RPA signed the acceptance offer on 26 August.

Customer Satisfactory Survey (CSS)
The Customer Satisfactory Survey (CSS) aimed to gather stakeholders’ feedback on MTC’s programmes and activities. The 
framework of the project was guided by MTC’s 5-Year Plan and 2021 Must-Wins. Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) 
has been appointed to undertake the project, which commenced in December 2021, and completed in February 2022. 
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The Muar Satellite Office, which was jointly set up by MPIC, MTIB, and MTC, began operations on 4 October 2021. 
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Maklum Balas Polisi dan Dasar Perdagangan Negara India

Ulasan Bagi Zero Draft Principles: Sustainable Land Use & Commodity 
Trade (SL& CT) - Asia Update
Input mengenai Isu dan Cabaran yang dihadapi Serta Keperluan R&D 
dan Kepakaran Teknikal daripada FRIM

Pengemaskinian Nota Ikhtisar European Union dan Input Nota Percakapan

Input and feedback on Dasar Agrikomoditi Negara 2021-2030  

Support study for a Fitness Check of the EUTR and FLEGT Regulation

Pengemaskinian Nota Ikhtisar Amerika Syarikat dan Penyediaan 
Input Kerjasama Malaysia-Amerika Syarikat
Pengemaskinian Nota Ikhtisar Arab Saudi dan Emiriah Arab Bersatu 

(UAE) Serta Input Nota Percakapan

Revised Progress Report - Compendium of Resources for the Facilitation 
of the Trade and Distribution of Legally Harvested Forest products in the 
APEC Region

Cadangan Pelanjutan Tempoh Kuat Kuasa International Tropical 
Timber Agreement (ITTA) 2006
Input Bagi Penilaian Potensi Untuk Mengadakan Free Trade 
Agreement di Antara Malaysia dan United Kingdom Bagi 
Sektor Agrikomoditi
Input/Ulasan Berkenaan Cadangan Mengadakan Rundingan 
Perjanjian Perdagangan Berkeutamaan Malaysia - Bangladesh
Dialog MITI 2021: Isu-Isu dan Cadangan Penambahbaikan Dasar dan 
Penyampaian Kerajaan
3rd Trade Policy Review of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Pengemaskinian Nota Ikhtisar Sweden dan Nota Percakapan Bagi 
Kunjungan Hormat TYT Duta Sweden ke atas YB Menteri MPIC
Information on Sawntimber Imported by Malaysia
Pengemaskinian Nota Ikhtisar Qatar dan Iran Serta Input Nota Percakapan
Pengemaskinian Nota Ikhtisar / Brif Perdagangan Agrikomoditi 
Hubungan dua Hala Switzerland - Malaysia
Pengemaskinian Nota Iktisar/Brif Perdagangan Agrikomoditi 
Malaysia-China
Polisi dan Dasar Perdagangan Negara Viet Nam
Permohonan Maklum Balas/Cadangan/Input Bagi Agenda-Agenda 
Konvensyen Kepelbagaian Biologi (CBD) 
Input Wawancara Bicara Naratif Bersama YBTM KPPK Pada 26 April 2021
Pengemaskinian Nota Iktisar /Brif Perdagangan Agrikomoditi 
Malaysia - Jepun
Projek Kajian Semakan Semula Dasar Alam Sekitar Negara 2002 
Dan Penyediaan Dasar Alam Sekitar 20xx (UKM)
Pengemaskinian Nota Ikhtisar Palestin Dan Republik Arab Syria 
Serta Input Nota Percakapan
Isu-Isu Berkaitan Operasi Industri Getah Dan Rantaiannya Semasa 
PKP Total Lockdown Fasa Pertama Pada 1 Jun 2021
Pengemaskinian Nota Ikhtisar / Brif Perdagangan Agrikomoditi 
Hubungan Dua Hala Belanda (Netherlands) – Malaysia
Timber Legality Risk Assessment on Malaysia

DateSubject Matter 

MPIC

4 January 

6 January 

6 January 

8 January 

13 & 26 January 

18 January 

19 January 

27 January 

28 January 

2 February 

8 February 

8 February 

10 February 

10 February 

15 February 

4 March

11 March 
16 March 

18 March 

18 March 

9 April 

20 April 

27 April 

7 May 

21 May 

2 June 

10 June 

11 June 

Feedback/Inputs to Ministries/Agencies
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Input on Sesi Kunjungan Hormat ke Atas Ketua Setiausaha Kementerian 
Perusahaan Perladangan Dan Komoditi (MPIC) oleh Duta-Duta Besar 
Malaysia ke Belanda, Belgium dan Perancis

Maklum Balas Agenda Nasional Malaysia Sihat (ANMS)

APEC EGILAT - Draft Final Report of Compendium of Resources for 
the Facilitation of the Trade and Distribution of Legally Harvested 
Forest Products

Maklum Balas Berhubung Polisi dan Dasar Perdagangan Republik Singapura

ITTO Strategic Action Plan Background Paper (BP) SAP 2022-2026

Maklum Balas Berhubung Cadangan Rundingan Perjanjian Perdagangan 
Bebas ASEAN - Kanada

Australia - Sunsetting Review of the Illegal Logging

Cawangan atau pejabat Lembaga Perindustrian Kayu Malaysia (MTIB) 
dan Majlis Kayu-Kayan Malaysia (MTC) di Muar, Johor

Isu-isu terdesak yang dihadapi oleh sektor industri perabot Muar

Input Perdagangan Agrikomoditi Hubungan Pelbagai Hala Antara 
Pertubuhan Kerjasama dan Pembangunan Ekonomi (OECD) - Malaysia
Maklum Balas Berhubung Isu Berbangkit Atau Cadangan Kerjasama 
Agrikomoditi Yang Ingin Diusulkan Bersempena Mesyuarat Ke-3 
Economic Cooperation Committee (ECC) Malaysia - Republik Korea

Cadangan KPI Menteri (KPI 100 Hari & KPI Jangka Sederhana/ Panjang)

Permohonan Maklum Balas Berkaitan 8th Trade Policy Review the 
Republic of Korea

Permohonan Maklum Balas Berkaitan 8th Trade Policy Review the 
People’s Republic of China
Maklum Balas Berhubung Polisi dan Dasar Perdagangan Rusia Bagi 
Second Trade Policy Review (TPR) of The Russian Federation
Brif dan Nota Percakapan Perdagangan Malaysia-Norway
Pengemaskinian Nota Ikhtisar Bahrain Serta Input Nota Percakapan
Permohonan Input Persediaan Mesyuarat Rundingan Dua Hala Antara 
Malaysia Dengan Republik Ghana dan Malaysia Dengan Republik Kenya
Permohonan Input Nota Percakapan untuk Persediaan Kunjungan 
Hormat Duta EU ke atas YB Menteri MPIC
New EU regulation on deforestation-free supply chains   
(draft proposal for regulation)
Pengemaskinian Nota Ikhtisar Serta Input Nota Percakapan 
Republik Turki 
Pengemaskinian Nota Ikhtisar Serta Input Nota Percakapan Arab 
Saudi Dan Emiriah Arab Bersatu (UAE)
Pengemaskinian Nota Ikhtisar Serta Input Nota Percakapan Jordan 
dan Oman
Senarai Pejabat di Luar Negara Agensi di Bawah MPIC Setakat Bulan 
Disember 2021

DateSubject Matter 

MPIC

28 June 

8 July 

14 July 

5 August 

9 August 

23 August 

23 August 

27 August 

2 September 

2 September 

10 September 

13 September 

21 September 

27 September 

6 October 

8 October

15 October

26 October

29 October

19 November 

3 December 

8 December 

13 December 

31 December 

Input for YB’s visit to Saudi Arabia in July 2021
Pengemaskinian Nota Ikhtisar Azerbaijan, Jordan Dan Oman 
Serta Input Nota Percakapan 
Regional-ASEAN Forest Governance Support Programme 
(EU FLEGT Asia Programme) 
Input Nota Percakapan Misi Ekonomi dan Promosi Produk Agrikomoditi 
ke Timur Tengah dan Afrika

18 June 

22 June

24 June

25 June
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MTC Roadshow 2021
The MTC Roadshow 2021 covered Kuala Lumpur (3 May), Melaka (6 May), Penang (7 May), and Terengganu (20 October). The 
programme aimed to brief industry players on the latest market developments, measures, and efforts in place to strengthen 
the industry as well as MTC’s latest programmes and activities. Present at the dialogue sessions in Kuala Lumpur, Melaka and 
Penang were former MTC Chairman Tuan Haji Mazli Zakuan Mohd Noor and MPIC Deputy Secretary-General, Tuan Haji Mad 
Zaidi Mohd Karli while MPIC Deputy Minister YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng was present at the dialogue session in Kuala 
Lumpur and MPIC Deputy Minister YB Datuk Willie Mongin was present in Penang. In Terengganu, MTC Chairman Madam 
Hajah Norrida Yusoff led the delegation together with MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili.

Below is a summary of the visits:

 City       Comments

Dialogue session with stakeholders and breaking of fast at the Le Meridien Hotel.Kuala Lumpur (3 May)

YB Datuk Norhizam Hassan Baktee, the Melaka State Executive Councillor for 
Agriculture, Livestock, Entrepreneur Development and Cooperatives represented 
the Chief Minister of Melaka, YAB Datuk Seri Utama Sulaiman Md Ali joined YB 
Minister for the dialogue session. Courtesy visit to Tuan Yang Terutama (TYT) Tun 
Seri Setia (Dr.) Hj. Mohd Ali Rustam, Yang Di-Pertua Negeri Melaka and a factory 
visit to Impressive Transforms Sdn Bhd.

Melaka (6 May)

Factory visits to Puncak Bumi Utama Sdn Bhd and Dee Noon Corporation Sdn Bhd.Penang (7 May)

Factory visits to Besut Tsuda Wood Products Sdn Bhd, Karas Timbertech 
Engineering Sdn Bhd and Desa Ukiran Kayu in Besut

Terengganu (22 October)

MTC’s nationwide Roadshow (clockwise from top left) in Kuala Lumpur, Melaka, Puncak Bumi Utama Sdn Bhd and Penang.
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TEAM’s 66th Annual General Meeting (AGM)
MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili made a presentation titled “Timber Industry Moving Forward After the COVID-19 Pandemic” at 
TEAM’s AGM on 27 April.

The Malaysian Timber Industry Forum Association (MTIFA) 11th Annual General Meeting (AGM)
MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili was invited to attend and present MTC’s Roadmap 2019-2023 to members of the MTIFA at its 
11th AGM held on 28 April.

Special Meeting between the Timber Industry and MPIC Minister 
MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili moderated the special meeting held between the YB Minister and the timber industry on 12 
June to discuss the industry’s views and its request for certain sectors to be allowed to operate to ensure the sustainability 
of this industry during the FMCO.

PEKA’s First Virtual Townhall
MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili was invited to deliver the welcoming remarks as well as on MTC’s 2021 Incentive Programmes 
and the approved Bumiputera programmes to PEKA members during their first Virtual Townhall Session on 17 June. The 
session was attended by 100 PEKA members and representatives from MTIB and FRIM.

IIUM Engineering Congress (IEC) 2021
MTC CEO was invited to attend the opening ceremony of the IIUM Engineering Congress (IEC) 2021 which was held virtually 
on 22 June.  MTC was the main sponsor of the Congress.

TEAM’s Virtual Meeting with MTC 
TEAM conducted a virtual forum for its committee members with the leadership team of MTC led by MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili on 22 June. Among the topics deliberated at the session included the MTC’s Export Assistance Programme 2021, 
TEAM’s Forest projects, and issues relating to FMCO and raw material supply.

Budget 2022 Industry Consultation Sessions (18-24 August 2021) and Industry Townhall Session (17 September 2021)
MTC organised the Industry Consultation Session with the Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber & Furniture 
Entrepreneurs (PEKA), Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC), The Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association 
(MPMA), Malaysian Wood Moulding & Joinery Council (MWMJC), Malaysian Wood Industries Association (MWIA) and The 
Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia (TEAM) from 18-24 August 2021. The session discussed MTC’s programmes 
and activities for 2022 with the theme “Reviving Timber Industry Post COVID-19”. This was followed by a Townhall on 17 
September to discuss on the revised budget proposals for 2022 with all the associations and their members.

The Malaysian Timber Industry Forum Association (MTIFA) AGM.

A token of appreciation for TEAM after its AGM. One of the many engagement sessions with association members.

Mr. Muhtar Suhaili leading the Budget 2022 Industry Consultation & 
Engagement Session with industry players.
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MPIC Welcoming Ceremony of New Minister
MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili attended the ceremony held on 1 September in a hybrid format to welcome the newly appointed 
Minister, YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin and the reappointment of YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Wee Jeck Seng and YB Datuk Willie 
Anak Mongin as Deputy Ministers of MPIC. 

Agencies and Councils’ Briefing to YB Minister
A briefing on the timber sector to YB Minister was held on 15 September via online. The briefing was led by the Timber, 
Tobacco, and Kenaf Industries Development Division of MPIC, followed by the respective agencies and councils, including 
MTC which was represented by MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili.   

MWMJC’s 40th Anniversary Celebrations
The Malaysian Wood Moulding & Joinery Council (MWMJC) celebrated its 40th anniversary on 10 December at the Malaysian 
Petroleum Club in KLCC. MWMJC launched its book titled “Moulding the Future” which captured the history of the association 
and the mouldings industry with reflections from its members since the time of its inception. MTC presented MWMJC with an 
acrylic painting from recycled wood as an anniversary gift.

Other Engagements 
In 2021, the following organisations paid courtesy visits to MTC:
• Multimedia University (MMU) (12 April)
• United Overseas Bank (UOB) (21 April) 
• Amanah Raya Investment Management (ARIM) (28 April)
• Embassy of Finland led by H.E. Ambassador Mr. Sami Leino (virtual, 4 September)
• Yayasan Peneraju Pendidikan Bumiputera (21 September)

MTC CEO attended the following meetings/events:
• MPIC’s Majlis Iftar Bersama Media (19 April) 
• Agriculture Exco Joint Meeting chaired by YB Minister (20 April)
• Online Bilateral Meeting between MPIC Minister with Minister of Commerce and Investment of Saudi Arabia, 
 H.E. Dr. Majid Abdullah Al-Qasabi on the establishment of the Malaysian Agri-Commodities Regional Office in Jeddah, 
 Saudi Arabia (5 May) 
• Meeting with YB Minister of MPIC on “Pembangunan & Pemasaran Industri Ukiran Kayu” (27 May)
• MPIC Post-Cabinet Meetings (10 March, 24 March, 23 June and 21 December)
• MTCC’s 22nd Annual General Meeting (virtual, 20 September)

MPIC officials welcoming YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin on her first 
day in office.

MPIC Minister addressing reporters at the MTC Industrial Vaccination 
Centre (PPVIN) in Olak Lempit, Banting.

MMU’s courtesy visit to MTC. A briefing on the timber sector to MPIC YB Minister held on 15 September 
via online.
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MTC Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Initiatives
In 2021, MTC contributed to various non-govermental, welfare organisations and industry mostly for COVID-19 assistance 
and relevant programmes to support the industry and public during the pandemic. MTC was also awarded the “Government 
Council of the Year Award for Outstanding Community Support” at the Sustainability and CSR Malaysia Awards 2021 on 
29 November in recognition of its CSR initiatives to its stakeholders, the community in which it operates in as well as its 
commitment towards sustainable environmental development. Below is a list of some of the CSR efforts, among others:

CSR programmes led by MPIC Minister & Deputy Ministers
MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili and a MTC staff participated in the CSR programme led by the Minister and Deputy Ministers 
of MPIC to distribute food items in conjunction with Ramadan and Hari Raya to the B40 group as well as to those impacted 
by COVID-19 and natural disasters.

The Handover of PFTIA’s Giant Chair to UHTM
MTC coordinated and sponsored the handover event of the Penang Furniture and Timber Industry Association (PFTIA)’s 
giant chair to the Teaching Factory of the Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia (UHTM) on 21 September to mark the close 
working collaboration between MTC, PFTIA and UHTM. The giant chair, which was made of 15 cubic metres of Nyatoh timber, 
is the trademark of PFTIA’s PENFURNEX, a furniture exhibition.

The Handover of Furniture Sets for PPUM’s Staff Lounge
MTC donated furniture sets to the University Malaya Medical Centre’s (UMMC) staff lounge. MTC Chairman Madam Hajah 
Norrida Yusoff accompanied by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili handed over the furniture at a ceremony held at Plaza PPUM 
on 6 December.

The Handover of Dining Sets to DUN Ampang Jaya for Flood Victims
MTC and members of the Malaysian Furniture Council namely High Value Enterprise Sdn Bhd, Marcoco Furniture Industries 
Sdn Bhd, Eurospan Furniture Sdn Bhd and United Woodwork & Constructions (M) Sdn Bhd collectively contributed 147 
wooden furniture dining sets to the flood victims from Kampung Pinggir Tiga Lembah Jaya, Ampang on 18 December.

MTC’s CSR efforts involved contributions to 151 organisations.

Much charitable deeds were done during the Ramadan month in 2021. The MWMJC and MTC joint CSR in Terengganu.



2021 ANNUAL REPORT 61

PUBLIC PERCEPTION MANAGEMENT
Press Releases, Interviews, Advertisements & Advertorials

QuantityPress
Releases 14

QuantityArticles/
Advertorials 8

QuantityAdvertorials /
Advertisement 104

Quantity
General
News 18

QuantityMedia
Interviews 26

WHAT’S NOT TO LOVE ABOUT WOOD? A SUSTAINABLE, 
TIMELESS AND HIGH-QUALITY MATERIAL, WOOD CAN 
BE USED IN MANY DIFFERENT WAYS TO ELEVATE A 
HOME’S INTERIOR.

THE EVERLASTING 
CHARM OF WOOD

TEXT CLAUDIA KHAW
IMAGES COURTESY OF MALAYSIAN TIMBER COUNCIL

Take a look around you. Surely, there’s something around you that’s 
made from wood. Be it a table, the flooring, the doors or just wooden 
accessories, it would be near impossible not to have any wooden 

belongings lying around your space because of how functional, versatile 
and beautiful timber and its resulting wood products are. 

Timber has been used all throughout history, from the Stone Ages until 
today. The popularity of timber has not dipped throughout the ages 
because of its timeless quality. These days, timber products are also lauded 
for their sustainability factor. Wood is a natural and renewable material, 
and its carbon footprint is considerably lesser than other materials. Many 
wood lovers also say that the quality of wood may even improve as it ages. 
Plus, if you’re looking to refresh your timber products, you can always 
use a stain or polish for better upkeep. This durable and biodegradable 
material is certainly a long-lasting option. 

Furthermore, the introduction of wood into a home establishes a unique 
warmth and a cosy feeling. For instance, wooden floors instantly make 
a space seem welcoming, while the integration of wooden furniture 
amplifies that emotion. In fact, studies have shown that being in contact 
with wood induces physiological relaxation. With wood, you can truly shift 
the ambience and mood of a home.

lifestyle timber

42 43 

1 89

INNOVATIVE & TRENDY 
WOOD FURNITURE

MALAYSIAN-MADE WOODEN FURNITURE IS 
SOUGHT-AFTER GLOBALLY FOR GOOD REASON. 

D I S C O V E R Y  / MALAYSIA TIMBER COUNCIL

1 8 8 /  DESIGNER CONCEPT 74

FROM the beginning of time, wood has been an important material for 
humanity. Straight from the forest, our ancestors have used wood as kindle 
for fire and sharp sticks as weapons to hunt for food. Wood is unequivocally at 
the core of civilisation, not just as a practical tool but in many other things that 
make life worth living such as carved artworks and musical instruments. As a 
renewable, recyclable, and natural material, wood is not just a deep-rooted 
part of history: It is a part of our future. 

Wooden furniture, which origins can be traced back to the first major ancient 
civilisations, has been immensely popular all through history because of 
timber’s availability, functionality, and flexibility. The timber processed from 
wood was greatly valued even back then not just because of its comfort, but 
because it allowed for a versatile range of expressions: It could be carved, 
polished, and even painted easily. Today, even with other options such as 
steel or plastic, wooden furniture is not only in demand for its strength and 
durability but also because it is a sustainable and versatile option. 

All in all, the warmth, resilience and finesse of timber products 
cannot be overstated. From modern to rustic and everything else 
in between, furniture made from timber has a timeless allure that 
makes its sought-after for generations upon generations.

Similarly, Malaysian timber must not be underestimated. Malaysian 
wood-based furniture is in fact highly coveted by home, resort, 
and property project owners worldwide. The combination of high-
quality timber species such as Rubberwood, Balau, Kembang 
Semangkok, Nyatoh, Dark Red Meranti and Acacia with 
advanced manufacturing methods and excellent designs are what 
that truly make Malaysian wood-based furniture a big player in the 
international market. 

To explore all the types of wood that grow on Malaysia’s fertile soil, 
it would take a very long time. The variety of timbers in Malaysia 
is not at all lacking. There are plenty of timber categories and 
species found locally that are used in furniture-making. Most types 
of timbers are highly versatile in terms of look, feel, and use, but 
each type of wood comes with its own unique properties and 
attributes. For example, Rubberwood, a light hardwood that is 
very flexible and good to use because it is easy to machine and nail. 
Plus, its light coloration lends itself to any finishing, be it staining, 
lacquering, painting, or lamination, among many other finishing 
methods. Rubberwood is of course aplenty in Malaysia, the timber 
having allowed for many superb furniture pieces that would have 
certainly befitted the grandest emperors. 
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Social Media

Platforms   2021          Total since published 

Facebook    338    4,314 (May 2012)

Twitter    56    476 (May 2012)

Pinterest   4    39 (May 2015)

Instagram   189    885 (January 2016)

LinkedIn   762    1,421 (February 2017)

YouTube   77    112 (November 2019)

Website Traffic
MTC’s website attracted an average of 3,295 new users per month in 2021 with an average of 2.18 minutes per visitor. The 
top three foreign visitors were from the United States, India, and Singapore. The most visited pages besides the main page 
were Trade Information, Management Team, and MTC Profile.

Social Media

Billboards & Digital Billboards
The billboard campaigns are as follows:

Description

Static billboards- 10’ x 40’
Static billboards- 10’ x 40’
Static billboards- 10’ x 40’
Digital Billboard
Digital Billboard 

Type

MTC’s Achievement
Timber Industry’s Key Achievements
Timber Industry’s Key Achievements
Timber Industry’s Key Achievements
MTC’s Brand Building

Duration

15 April-14 July
15 April-14 July
14 March–14 October
15 April–21 April
1 May–21 May

No. of Sites

Kuala Nerus, Terengganu
Kuala Nerus, Terengganu
Cheras, Kuala Lumpur
18 sites in Klang Valley
21 sites in Klang Valley
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Awareness Campaign
Various collaborative efforts were undertaken with stakeholders to raise awareness as well as promote timber’s green 
credentials. The following campaigns were organised in 2021:

Programmes with Schools/Colleges/Universities/NGOs
• Projek Remaja Impian
 MTC contributed RM10,000 towards Projek Remaja Impian which was organised by the Ministry of Education   
 together with UKM to help B40 teenagers develop their talents and skills in various fields. The virtual launch   
 and cheque handing over ceremony was held on 8 February.

• UPM Timber Art Installation Project 
 MTC collaborated with Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM) for its Timber Art Installation Project called “Birds 
 of Malaysia” with a sponsorship of RM28,721. A virtual mock cheque handing over ceremony was held with UPM  
 on 27 August. The project was carried out by students of the Faculty of Design & Architecture and the Faculty of  
 Civil Engineering and headed by the Head of Department of Architecture, Faculty of Design and Architecture   
 Prof. Madya Dr Mohamad Fakri Zaky Ja’afar.  Certified Meranti and Nyatoh will be used for the sculpture which  
 symbolises multicultural and multiracial unity and is expected to be completed by December 2021. The architecture  
 students are from Malaysia and Saudi Arabia while the Civil Engineering students are from Iraq, Yemen, and Sudan. 

• Forestry Camp UPM 2021
 MTC also contributed RM9,000 to UPM for its virtual Forestry Camp UPM 2021 which was held from 6-17  
 September.  The camp was organised by the Faculty of Forestry and Environment with participations    
 from 133 students including from Brunei. The purpose of MTC’s collaboration was to provide support in raising 
 awareness as well as knowledge, and sufficient field work experience to ensure that the students become 
 competent foresters. As a main sponsor for this camp, MTC CEO was invited as one of the panel judges for the 
 Inspirational Forest Gems - Product Innovation Competition Module.

• Timber Talk on “Defining Timber Architecture”
 MTC organised a Timber Talk on 26 August titled “Defining Timber Architecture” by distinguished    
 award-winning architect Professor Dr. Ar. Jimmy Lim. The webinar attracted more than 120 participants 
 including industry captains and members of the timber industry, architects, property developers, interior   
 designers, lecturers and students in architecture and engineering as well as members of the public.

In a dialogue for the UPM Timber Art Installation Project. The Timber Talk by Professor Dr. Ar. Jimmy Lim.

MTC contributed RM10,000 for the Projek Remaja Impian to help B40 teenagers.
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PROMOTIONAL VIDEOS
Promotional Videos
• Public Service Announcement (PSA) Video
 Two 2-minute videos on the Economic Importance of Timber Industry and Sustainable Forest Management were  
 completed on 29 March. A total of 77 spots were aired between April to July 2021. The cut-down versions i.e   
 the 30-sec TV commercials were aired on Awesome TV for festive campaigns as follows: 

• SOP Video for Furniture and Timber Industry
 At the request of MPIC, MTC with the collaboration of two timber associations, namely the Malaysian Furniture  
 Council (MFC) and the Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery Council (MWMJC), produced a 3-minute multilingual  
 video that highlighted SOPs that are central to combating the spread of COVID-19 at factory premises. The video  
 produced in Bahasa Malaysia carried subtitles in English, Mandarin, Tamil, Bengali, Nepali, and Burmese for the   
 benefit of the foreign workers. The video was circulated to the timber industry on 29 March.

• TV Commercial Video on Hari Merdeka 
 A jointly produced and funded TV commercial video on Hari Merdeka titled “Apit Jiwa Merdeka” by MPOC, 
 MRC and MTC was done and uploaded on social media platforms on 29 August.

 An Arabic version of the video on SFM was developed and completed in December where it will be showcased   
 during MTC’s participation at Expo 2020 Dubai in 2022. Two additional 2-minute videos on Sustainable Wood for  
 Sustainable Living and Attracting Talents into the Timber Sector were commissioned and completed in 2021. 
 The cut-down versions of 30-sec TV commercials will be completed in Q1 2022.

Description

Ramadan

Hari Raya Aidilfitri

Hari Raya Aidiladha

Type

10-sec Festive Greetings TV Commercial
MTC’s 3D 30-sec TV Commercial on Economic 
Importance of Timber Sector
10-sec Festive Greetings TV Commercial
MTC’s 3D 30-sec TV Commercial on Economic 
Importance of Timber Sector
10-sec Festive Greetings TV Commercial
MTC’s 3D 30-sec TV Commercial on Economic 
Importance of Timber Sector

Date

13 April 
13 April 

13 May 
13-14 May

20 July
20 July

No of Spots

4
11

4 
44

4
10

Total

15

48

14
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CORPORATE RELATIONS (BRANDING)

Publications & Collateral Materials

Collateral            Remarks

• Aimed at disseminating news and updates on MTC’s activities and   
 programmes as well as generating greater awareness of MTC’s efforts  
 to uplift the timber industry.

Timber Malaysia (bi-monthly)
• January-December 2021

Programmes & Services
Booklet

• Notice updates as and when requiredCOVID-19-Related Public Notices

• Aimed at providing information on MTC’s planned programmes and   
 outlining all the events scheduled to take place for the year to various  
 stakeholders.

MTC’s 30th Anniversary Book • The book titled “Standing Tall – A Malaysian Timber Industry Journey”  
 captures the history, stature, accomplishment, and progress of the   
 timber industry over the last century. The book will be distributed at  
 MTC’s 30th Anniversary Dinner on 10 January 2022.

• Video titled Forest Beyond Timber narrates how Malaysia 
 protects and conserves its forest and the green practices embraced  
 by the Malaysian timber-based manufacturers. It is geared to raise 
   awareness of the sustainability of the industry and its products.
• Aimed to raise awareness and improve MTC’s brand reputation as well  
 as promote its services to various stakeholders. 
• Videos on bedroom, living room, office, outdoor and dining furniture,  
 hardwood decking and flooring, timber doors, mouldings and picture  
 frames.

Video Production:
•  Video on Malaysian Forestry and  
   Timber Industry for NatGeo

• MTC Corporate Video (new)

• Product Videos

MTC PROGRAMMES 
AND SERVICES

2021
March-April

2021

NEWS

Attracting knowledge talents to  
timber industry

Setting up of regional    
agri-commodities office in Jeddah

Bumiputera timber sector 
entrepreneur awards

INDUSTRY FOCUS

Showcasing four Malaysian 

timber companies’ success in 

branding, product excellence, 

quality assurance and value 

adding

GREEN GROWTH

PM launches Malaysian 
Forestry Policy

COVER STORY

Malaysia celebrates International 
Day of Forests 2021

SPECIAL FEATURE

Who is afraid of the European 
green deal?

e-ISSN 2756-827X 
ISSN 1394-6196

A CASE FOR TIMBER

Amazingly timber-louvred

May-June

2021

HAPPENINGS

Forging closer ties with timber
industry players

Malaysian timber industry’s strong 
performance in Q1 2021

SPECIAL FEATURE

A true-blue advocate of 
Malaysian timber

COVER STORY

Showcasing the success stories 
of six Malaysian companies

MAKING STRIDES

Three participants in MTC’s 
assistance programmes share
their strides

e-ISSN 2756-827X
ISSN 1394-6196

GREEN GROWTH

Malaysia launches 10-year 
environmental sustainability 
strategic plan

A CASE FOR TIMBER

Shelter@Rainforest

July-August

2021

HAPPENINGS

Welcoming the new MPIC Minister
Expanding Malaysia’s
agri-commodity markets
in Middle East and Africa

MTC sets up vaccination
centre for timber and
furniture industry

Impact of CMCO on timber

industry in Q2 2021

INDUSTRY FOCUS

Showcasing the success stories
of four Malaysian companies

COVER STORY

Plying the future sustainably

MAKING STRIDES

Two participants in MTC’s
assistance programmes share
their strides

e-ISSN 2756-827X 
ISSN 1394-6196

GREEN GROWTH

Getting intimate with nature at 
Rainforest Discovery Centre

September-October

2021

HAPPENINGS

MTC welcomes new Chairman
MTC at Minggu Agrikomoditi 2021
Engagement with embassies in 
Malaysia
Touching base with US, European 
counterparts

INDUSTRY FOCUS

Four Malaysian companies share 
their success stories

COVER STORY

Woodsfield - Pioneering Glulam 
manufacturing in Malaysia 

SPECIAL FEATURE

Upping Australia-Malaysia  
timber ties

e-ISSN 2756-827X 
ISSN 1394-6196

GREEN GROWTH

UNESCO recognises Penang Hill 
as biosphere reserve

MARKET PROMOTION

MTC’s participation in Furniture 
China 2021 Digital Trade Show, 
ARCHIDEX Online, World 
Furniture Expo, DREMA and
Fly-in with IWPA

November-December

2021

HAPPENINGS

Boosting productivity and growth for 
Malaysian furniture makers
MTC gets recognition for sustainability 
and CSR efforts

COVER STORY

The Mandala, where the  
desert   meets   timber

SPECIAL FEATURE

MTC’s business revival success
EXPO 2020 DUBAI taps into the 
unlimited business potential

e-ISSN 2756-827X 
ISSN 1394-6196

GREEN GROWTH

Malaysia’s Greening 
Programme- 17 million trees 
planted nationwide 

MAKING STRIDES

Techbond Group Bhd - A bond like 
no other
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Collateral             Remarks

• Plaque made from Rubberwood, Balau, Nyatoh and Dark Red Meranti 
• 2-in-1 multifunctional pen 
• Wooden & Pewter Picture Frames 
• Wooden Pen Holder made from Nyatoh and Dark Red Meranti
• Wooden Fridge Magnet 
• Custom-based MTC Fabric Face Mask 
• Hand Sanitiser 
• Magnetic Gift Box 
• Pewter Tea Caddy & Tea Sets
• Bamboo Calculator
• Business Planner 
• Table Calendar

Corporate Gifts 

MTC Annual Report 2020 • A comprehensive report detailing MTC’s activities as well as providing   
 information on the MTC’s business goals and achievements throughout 
 the preceding year. Aimed to provide readers, including the various   
 shareholders with information about MTC’s operations and financial  
 performance.

Special occasions/special 
announcements and festive 
greetings cards, e-messages, 
and web sliders

• 45 different types of e-cards & messages
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HUMAN CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT

OPERATIONAL EXCELLENCE

MTC Staff Town Hall Session
Quarterly townhall sessions were held throughout 2021. Details for these sessions are as follows:

 Date               Agenda

Briefing by CEO on Q1 Achievements, 2021 Must-Wins and HR updates.
Briefing by CEO on MTC’s Q2 Performance and Operations during FMCO; 
Organisation Structure and Refreshed MTC Manual of Policies & Procedures (P&P).
Briefing by the CEO; Presentation on the proposed programmes and activities for 
2022; Presentation of tokens of appreciation to volunteers of PPVIN Olak Lempit 
and Birthday Celebration for staff born in September 2021.
Montage on 2021 Achievements; Message & Updates by CEO; 2021 Reflection and 
2022 Way Forward; Staff Assessment 2021; and a Christmas celebration. 

30 March 
4 June 

10 September 

10 December 

Staff were briefed on the Council’s quarterly achievements and provided updates at the Townhall sessions.
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Learning & Development Plan
As part of the MTC’s staff career development, each employee had to attend at least one training programme under the Learning & 
Development (L&D) plan to enhance the productivity and performance of the employees. Below is the summary of the programmes 
attended by MTC’s staff in 2021:

 Date      Training Programme

Efficient Accounts Payable Operations
ISO Defensive Driving
Machine Learning (Preview)
MS Excel Advanced
Strategy Execution
Management Essentials
Leadership Principles
Microsoft Excel Essential Skills
Manipulating Data Effectively with Microsoft Excel
Digital Marketing
SMART Objectives
OSH Legal Awareness – OSHA & FMA
Microsoft PowerPoint (Fundamental & intermediate)
Influencing Techniques
NWK: CompTIA Network+
Domestic Inquiry
Professional Video Editing & Presentation: Wondershare Filmora

SIRIM Lead Auditor
The G. R. O. W Process for Mentoring and Coaching
Action Plan for Triumphing in the VUCA World
The Sustainable Development Goals - A global, transdisciplinary vision for the future
Leadership Skills for Supervisor
Digital Marketing Strategies/ Tactics (Digital Value Proposition)
Perkhidmatan Pelanggan Dan Komunikasi Cemerlang
Effective Writing
Digital Marketing Strategies/ Tactics (Lead Generation & SEO) 
Elementary Arabic
ACP: CompTIA A+ Certification
Enhancing Analytical & Creative Thinking
Blockchain
Creating Excel Dashboard & PowerPoint Infographics
Lead To Win: Transformation Leadership
Aerial Photography
The Power of Effective Communication & Interpersonal Skills for Professionals
Microsoft Excel: Power Query & PivotTable
Speak and write confidently with better English
Kursus Kemahiran Penulisan (memo, e-mel, surat rasmi dan minit mesyuarat) in English

19-20 April 
20-21 April; 24-25 May; & 5-6 Oct 
24 April 
26-27 April & 3-4 May 
19 May 2021
25 May 2021
16 June & 15 Sept
24-25 June 
28-29 June
30 June & 26 August 
9 & 13 July 
14-15 July
19 July 
28 & 29 July
2-6 August 
11-12 August 
23-24 August & 
29-30 September 
23-27 August
27 August & 3 September
21-22 September
30 September
30 September-1 October 
5 & 7 October 
13-14 October 
18 October 
20-21 October 
23 October 
25-29 October 
1-2 November
2 & 5 November 
2-3 November 
15-16 November 
15-17 November 
17-18 November 
24-25 November 
1-2 December 
8 & 9 December
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Work Hard, Play Hard and Pray Hard Committee (WHP2H)
The Work Hard, Play Hard and Pray Hard (WHP2H) Committee was formed to organise activities to help create a happier 
work environment and better work-life balance for MTC staff. The following activities were organised in 2021:

 Date      Programme/Activities

Chinese New Year Celebration
Career Development Talk by Mr. Ng Kay Yip, CEO of Maran Timber Sdn Bhd
Tazkirah Isra’ & Mikraj by Ustaz Nabil Ahmad, Assistant Senior Director JAKIM 
Putrajaya
Terrarium Class by Mr. Ken Lim, Mossarium Concept Design Sdn Bhd
Tazkirah Ramadan “Hikmah Ramadan: Keberkatan Rezeki” by Ustaz Ahmad 
Ubaidillah Ahmad, Vice President (Syariah Advisory), United Overseas Bank
Majlis Iftar Ramadan, Le Meridien Kuala Lumpur

23 February 
10 March 
26 March 

9 April 
22 April 

3 May 

Parenting Forum by Mr. Alexius Cheang and Puan Noor Afidah Abu Bakar
WFH Poster Contest with Inspirational Quotes
Motivational Workshop: Spark Joy at Home & Work by Ms Rebecca Jo-Rushdy
Hari Merdeka Celebration: The Meaning of Merdeka by Professor Dato’ Dr. Sidek Baba
Virtual Batik Painting Workshop by Ms. Athriah Faizalazmi
Online Mid-Autumn Festival
Hari Sukan Negara: Photo with Inspirational Quote Contest 
Tazkirah Maulidur Rasul by Ustaz Fakhrurrazi Hussin 
Deepavali: Floral Candle-Making Workshop by My Weekend Plan Sdn Bhd
MTC Family Day & Team-Building, Hard Rock Hotel Desaru, Johor 
Christmas Celebration

3 June 
19 June 
24 June 
30 August 
9 September 
20 September 
10 October 
22 October 
29 October 
26-28 November 
10 December

Terrarium workshop. Tazkirah Maulidul Rasul.

MTC UPM Timber Talk

Mid-Autumn Festival. Batik Workshop.
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ADMINISTRATION
Enhancement of Level 20 Reception Area
The refurbishment work on the Level 20 reception and lift lobby area was completed in March. It involved incorporating a 
pristine marbled flooring interspersed with strips of Merbau from the lift area to the entrance of the reception area and a 
decorative panel of different species of Malaysian hardwood at the reception counter.

Room upgrades at Level 18 and 19
The previous Deputy CEO’s room was converted into a temporary meeting room with a capacity of up to 10 pax. MTC’s library 
was converted into a meeting room and MTC’s image bank into a director’s room. Renovation work commenced on 1 April 
but was only completed on 27 October due to the FMCO. The refurbishment work for the meeting room on Level 19 was 
completed on 20 October. 
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY

Human Resource System
The Human Resource System software was purchased as MTC wanted to have 
an end-to-end system that was compatible with Acumatica. The software was 
purchased in 2020.  Phase 1 of the HRS (Payroll, Claim, and E-Leave) went 
live on 15 April and user training was conducted by the vendor from 12 to 13 
August. Phase 2 of the HRS (Appraisal and Training) went live on 23 November. 
Hand-holding sessions were conducted from 24 to 25 November. 

Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP)
The Enterprise Resource Planning software was purchased in November 2020 
as MTC wanted to digitalise workflow for the staff. The Finance Division and 
the Information and Communications Technology Division performed the 
Financial Management and System Administration set up from 17-19 March. 
The System Administration and User Security set up was completed on 25 
March while user training for the Finance module was held in May. The ERP 
system went live on 1 September and user training for staff was conducted 
from 16-18 August. Further hand-holding sessions, by division, were held from 
27 to 30 September. Phase 2 Acumatica system is in progress.

Digital Asset Management Portal (DAM)
The Digital Asset Management (DAM) was put in place to replace the Library 
Management System (LMS). The project was approved on 29 December 
2020. Trainings were conducted on 12 April and the portal went live on 
13 April 2021.

INTERNAL AUDIT

MTC onboarded the Head of Internal Audit in September 2020, with the mission of enhancing and protecting MTC’s 
organisational value via risk-based and objective assurance, advice, and insight.  The Internal Audit Division’s (IAD) purpose 
is to provide independent, objective assurance and consulting services designed to add value and improve MTC’s operations, 
risk management, control and governance systems and processes. Since then, the Internal Audit infrastructure has been 
set up, with the preparation of MTC’s Internal Audit Charter, Internal Audit Manual, Audit Universe, a rolling audit cycle and 
Annual Audit Plans. An Internal Audit Executive was onboarded in March 2021.

In 2021, IAD procured and implemented auditing software and conducted five audits per the Annual Audit Plan 2021 as 
approved by the Board of Trustees, namely:
•  Audit of Information Security and Data Integrity
•  Audit of Business Continuity Management and Disaster Recovery
•  Audit of the Due Diligence Audit Process of the Industry Development Division and Market Promotion Division
•  Audit of Investment Division
•  Audit of MTC East Asia

A series of risk awareness training was conducted for MTC staff as follows:
•  Information Security Risk (29 March and 5 April)
•  Workplace Safety and Fire Safety (30 June)
•  Business Continuity Management (23 September)

In addition to executing the Annual Audit Plan and risk awareness training, IAD was routinely consulted on matters relating 
to risk management, controls, efficiency, and process enhancements. The Internal Audit Manual was endorsed by MTC CEO 
on 2 August. The Manual will be tabled for approval in 2022. Fieldwork for the Audit of Regional Office – MTC East Asia is in 
progress and the report is expected to be issued by February 2022.



2021 ANNUAL REPORT72

THE STAR, THURSDAY31 DECEMBER 202014 Nation

BRINGINGTIMBERTONEWHEIGHTS
IN recent years, sustainability has

been a key concernwith primary

industries such as timber. But what

manymay not know is that sustain-

able forest management practices

(SFM) have been built into the

industry’s foundation for nearly a

century.

Under SFM, only specific trees

with the right specifications are

allowed to be harvested via the

selectivemanagement system.

“Sustainability has been at the

core of the timber industry since

1901, when the British introduced

the SFM system inMalaya, which is

still being practised today,” said

Malaysian Timber Council (MTC)

chief executive officer (CEO)Muhtar

Suhaili.

Monitoring and certifying the sus-

tainability of the timber industry is

theMalaysian Timber Certification

Council’s (MTCC)Malaysian Timber

Certification Scheme (MTCS), which

is the first tropical timber certifica-

tion scheme endorsed by the

Programme for the Endorsement of

Forest Certification.

By providing independent assess-

ment of forest management practic-

es to ensure the sustainablemanage-

ment of Malaysia’s forests, it ensures

a proper trackingmechanism of tim-

ber throughout its chain of custody

(CoC) certification tomeet market

demands for sustainably sourced

and produced timber products.

As of November 2020, 5.27million

hectares of forests have been certi-

fied under theMTCS, 22 FMUs and

eight forest plantationmanagement

units, while there are 389 CoC hold-

ers nationwide.

There’s also the commitment

made at the 1992 Rio Earth Summit

tomaintain the country’s forest

cover at over 50% of its total land

area, as well as the Paris Agreement

commitment to reduce greenhouse

gases by 45% by 2030.

“In the era of increased consumer

awareness, demand for sustainable

products is gaining ground and sus-

tainability is crucial for any compa-

ny’s success,” he said, adding that

MTCworks withMTCC over the

years to spread awareness on the

sustainable practices implemented

in the timber industry and forestry

sector inMalaysia.

Drilling down into current indus-

try concerns, Muhtar pointed out

that some of the industry’s biggest

challenges revolve around the avail-

ability of rawmaterials; productivi-

ty, labour and automation; lack of

innovation and design-centric prod-

ucts; trade barriers and environ-

mental issues as well as competition

from countries like Vietnam,

Indonesia and the African countries,

among others.

This is why the newlyminted CEO

is seeking to secure sevenmust-wins

next year, which build on the foun-

dation of its Malaysian Timber

Council Roadmap 2019-2023.

With the vision of becoming the

leading organisation that develops

theMalaysian timber industry into a

world leader in themanufacture

and trade of timber products, the

five-year plan lays out MTC’s strate-

gic approach in transforming the

timber industry in the country with

four key thrusts and 14 focus areas.

The sevenmust-wins that he

wants to secure next year –

anchored on themission to ensure

the sustainability of the industry by

improving its competitiveness,

enhancingmarket access and creat-

ing trade opportunities – are to sup-

port business succession pro-

grammes, uplift rawmaterial sourc-

es, cultivatemarket access, champi-

on design and branding pro-

grammes, enhance business process

automation, spur sustainable green

initiatives and strengthen its rela-

tionships with stakeholders.

With relation to the impact of the

Covid-19 pandemic, he pointed out

that MTC aims to address dormitory

issues, as well as providing the

Import Assistance Programme to

help with the augmentation of raw

material import to produce

value-added products.

It is also seeking to encourage the

industry’s move towards automation

by providing a financial incentive to

subsidise the purchase of machinery

for timber-basedmanufacturers.

In addition, it has a Factory

Automation and Smart

Manufacturing programme that

focuses on intensifying efforts

towards technology adoption.

He shared, “At the same time,

MTCwill also delve into the field of

digital marketing and communica-

tion, where wewill promote the

adoption and implementation of dig-

ital solutions to improve themarket-

ing aspects of timber companies to

prepare themselves in the new busi-

ness environment post-pandemic.”

Besides the Design Incubator

Programme that will seeMalaysian

timber and furnituremanufacturers

collaborate with designers and

architects for the development of

Malaysian-made high-value branded

timber products, MTC is also looking

into the future of the industry in

terms of talent.

It is doing so via the Business

Succession Programme, to encour-

age the second generation to take

over their parents’ businesses, as

well as the Engineer Placement in

Industry programme, whichwill

help prepare engineers with custom-

ised training for the future develop-

ment of the timber industry.

Moving forward, MTC is looking

into the possibility of introducing

wood in industrialised building sys-

tem construction to increase timber

usage, among others.

“There are showstoppers such as

Fire and Rescue Department

requirements, but we intend to

engage the relevant industry players

and stakeholders tomake it happen.

The idea is to widen the usage of

sustainable timber in various ways,”

he explained.

In line with this is product devel-

opment, whereMTCwill promote

the utilisation of local timber species

such asMerpauh and Sepetir for the

production of high-value products,

in addition to conducting regular

dialogues with its foreign counter-

parts to expose business opportuni-

ties and participate in international

trade exhibitions andmissions, both

physically and virtually.

A stable supply of raw material is a
challenge for the industry.Muhtar: SFM has been built into the industry since the 1900s.

RM40k lost to ‘citizenship’ con
Couple’s adopted Thai son remains stateless after cash paid

PETALING JAYA: A couple have

lost RM40,000 to conmen who

promised they could obtain citizen-

ship for their adopted son.

The boy, adopted in 2016, is now

nine years old and remains a

non-Malaysian as his biological

mother is from Thailand.

MCA Public Services and Comp-

laints Department head Datuk Seri

Michael Chong said the husband

andwife fromAlor Setar had adopt-

ed the boy through a court process.

The biological parents, he said,

had agreed to give up their child.

Chong said the new parents had

applied for citizenship for their

adopted child at the National Regis-

tration Department (JPN) but it was

rejected in 2018.

In recounting their predicament,

Chong said the adoptive mother,

identified only as Gooi, had befrien-

ded someone on WeChat known as

Charles for more than six years but

they had never met in person.

“InOctober 2018, Charles claimed

he knew a JPN officer who could get

the citizenship for RM30,000.

“After a month, Charles demand-

ed another RM70,000, attributing

this to the change in government,”

Chong said yesterday.

He said Charles told Gooi that a

woman known only as Tan would

pay the RM100,000 in advance for

her.

Subsequently, Gooi banked in a

total of RM40,000 in several transac-

tions to Tan’s bank account from

October 2018 to November 2019.

However, Gooi did not get an

update about the application pro-

cess nor any documentation.

In fact, Chong said Gooi was

accused in December 2019 of being

a con artist who owed RM60,000 to

Tan.

“Gooi had been harassed for the

money supposedly owed to Tan,”

said Chong.

Gooi lodged a report at the Alor

Setar police station inDecember last

year. However, Chong said there

had been no progress in the case.

He advised anyone in a similar

situation to go through the proper

channels and not get cheated.

“Whywould anyone be so kind to

pay RM100,000 for you?” he asked,

saying people should not bank in

money into the account of someone

they have never met.

He said he was handling five

similar cases now.

“The conmen will always say

the money is for certain people but

the money goes into their pocket

only. They always claim to know

high-ranking officials or have con-

nections with royalty,” he said.

Five traders
charged
with murder of
car repossessor
KULAI: Five traders were charged

at aMagistrate’s Court herewith the

murder of a 34-year-old car repos-

sessor whose body was found in a

ditch along the North-South Expres-

sway (NSE).

Choo Zhi Jie, 18, Kong King Xiang,

23, P. Shanker Rao, 24, Ng Cheng

Peng, 30, and Ng Cheng Ket, 31, nod-

ded when the charge was read to

them via a video call yesterday, a

first at the Kulai Magistrate’s Court.

The five accused, and another

person still at large, were charged

with committing the offence with

the intention of causing bodily inju-

ry resulting in the death of G. Rejif

Maran, 34.

The victim was reportedly stab-

bed a few times before hewas left at

the scene.

The accused allegedly committed

the offence at KM40.2 of the NSE

near here at 12.30am on Dec 20.

They were jointly charged under

Section 302 of the Penal Code,which

carries the mandatory death sen-

tence. No plea was recorded.

Representing the deputy public

prosecutor, whowas on leave, pros-

ecuting officer Insp Mohammad

Khairi Salleh asked the court to set

another date for the next mention

pending forensic reports.

Magistrate Sharifah Maleeha

Syed then fixed Feb 2 next year for

the next mention.

The accused were represented by

lawyers Datin Freda Sabapathy, Foo

Fang Leong and K. Veeranesh Babu.

By RASHVINJEET S. BEDI
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

Victim: Chong
with Gooi (left)
in Petaling Jaya.
Chong advises
anyone in similar
situations to
stick to the
proper channels
and not get
cheated.
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MTC wins best Government Council Award for
sustainability and CSR
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(From left) Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) corporate communications division manager Azmir Husni Mohamed Nor, MTC chief executive ofcer Muhtar Suhaili,
MTC chairman Norrida Yusoff and its corporate communications division director Noraihan Abdul Rahman, represented the council to receive the award at the
Sustainability and CSR Malaysia Awards 2021 event.

KUALA LUMPUR: The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) was awarded the “Government Council of the Year Award for Outstanding

Community Support” at the Sustainability and CSR Malaysia Awards 2021.

Organised by CSR Malaysia, a media company, with the support of the Women, Family and Community Development Ministry, MTC was

recognised for its outstanding Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives to its stakeholders, the community in which it operates in as

well as its commitment towards sustainable environmental development.

Receiving the award on behalf of the council was MTC chairman Norrida Yusoff who said that the award comes off as a pleasant surprise.

“Many people have been rather unaware of what MTC has been doing over the years. As the development and promotional arm of the timber

industry, MTC’s business approach has always been one that is holistic towards CSR and sustainable development,” Norrida said.

She shared that the harsh scenarios stamping from the Covid-19 pandemic made CSR all the more important and MTC had speci�cally �ne-

tuned its programmes and activities to help needy groups.

Norrida received the award from CSR Malaysia chairman Datuk R. Rajendran. Also present at the event were MTC chief executive of�cer

Muhtar Suhaili.
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vaksinasi kepada 10,005 pekerja untuk 
dos pertama setakat 16 Ogos lalu.

Menurutnya, PPVIN yang beroperasi 
sejak hujung Julai lalu akan menghenti-
kan operasinya pada 6 September ini.

Muhtar berkata, MTC turut me-
nyediakan subsidi sebanyak RM30 un-
tuk setiap vaksin bagi setiap pekerja 
kilang dalam sektor berkenaan.

“MTC akan bekerjasama dengan 
persatuan atau syarikat perkayuan untuk 
menyalurkan subsidi vaksinasi bagi 
membolehkan suntikan vaksin dijalan-
kan bagi membendung kluster tempat 
kerja di kilang-kilang. 

“Covid-19 akan menjadi endemik 
dan kita perlu mewujudkan tempat ker-
ja yang selamat bagi membolehkan 
industri kita  beroperasi untuk ke-

sinambungan perniagaan,” 
katanya dalam satu kenyata-
an pada Jumaat.

Dalam pada itu, Muhtar 
berkata, industri perkayuan 
bersatu telah mengalami 
kerugian berjumlah RM60 
juta setiap hari pada bulan 

Jun lalu akibat penutupan operasi. 
Ujarnya, pemilik perniagaan perlu 

memastikan pekerja mereka mendapat 
suntikan vaksin secepat mungkin bagi 
merangsang semula operasi selaras de-
ngan arahan kerajaan yang menetapkan 
peratusan tenaga kerja di kilang ber-

gantung kepada bilangan pekerja yang 
divaksin.

“Persatuan Perabot Muar (MFA) 
juga sedang menjalankan program vak-
sinasi yang sama iaitu kira-kira 30,000 
pekerja kilang akan mendapat suntikan 
vaksin,” katanya.

Turut sedia subsidi RM30 
untuk setiap vaksin bagi 

setiap pekerja kilang dalam 
sektor perkayuan

Muhtar (tiga dari kanan) bersama staf MTC di PPVIN Olak Lempit, Banting. 

Majlis Kayu-Kayan Malay-
sia (MTC) memperun-
tukkan sebanyak RM1.3 
juta bagi mempercepat-

kan suntikan vaksin dalam kalangan 
pekerja perkayuan melalui Program 
Vaksinasi Untuk Sektor Agrikomodi-
ti (VACOMS) di Pusat 
Pemberian Vaksin In-
dustri (PPVIN) di Olak 
Lempit, di sini.

Ketua Pegawai 
Eksekutif MTC, Muhtar 
Suhaili berkata, PPVIN 
tersebut berjaya memberi 

BANTING 

Oleh ENGKU SHARIFUL AZNI

MTC salur RM1.3 juta vaksin pekerja

SHAH ALAM – Institusi Pe -
nga jian Tinggi Swasta (IPTS), 
Asia Metropolitan University 
(AMU) menawarkan program 
Ijazah Sarjana Muda Peruba -
tan dan Pembe da han (MBBS) 
dengan yuran pengajian yang 
sangat kompetitif.

Naib Canselor Asia Metro -
politan University (AMU), 
Profesor Dr Mohamad Khan 
Jamal Khan berkata, pendeka -
tan itu diambil untuk membo-
leh kan lebih ramai pelajar yang bermi -
nat untuk melanjutkan pengajian dalam 
bidang perubatan mendapat peluang 
dan tidak terbeban setelah tamat penga -
jian kelak.

“AMU menawarkan program Ijazah 
Sarjana MBBS lebih 10 tahun dan 
diiktiraf oleh Majlis Perubatan Malay sia 
serta mendapat akreditasi penuh oleh 
Agensi Kelayakan Malaysia (MQA). 

“AMU juga memastikan pengajian 
pelajar terjaga dan mudah dengan 

penem pa tan klinikal dalam 
negeri yang sama di Johor. 
Ia membolehkan pela jar 
dapat mengurangkan kos 
bagi penempatan klini kal 
yang rata-rata memerlu kan 
pela jar untuk berulang-alik 
dengan jarak yang jauh,” 
katanya dalam kenya taan. 

Beliau berkata, untuk 
meng galakkan pelajar men-
ce buri bidang perubatan 
atau program MBBS, AMU 

menyedia kan pemoto ngan harga yuran 
pendaf taran sebanyak 30 peratus bagi 
pelajar yang mendaftar pada kemasukan 
bulan Ogos 2021. 

AMU juga menawarkan pelbagai 
program dalam bidang perniagaan, 
perakaunan, teknologi maklumat, sains 
komputer, sains perubatan, kejurura -
watan dan kesihatan dari peringkat 
asasi hingga pasca siswazah.

Untuk maklumat lanjut layari www.
amu.edu.my/daftar2021.

SHAH ALAM - Rangkaian ais krim 
terbesar di dunia, Baskin-Robbins 
mengadakan kempen selama 31 hari 
bagi edisi Hari Kebangsaan pada tahun 
ini. 

Baskin-Robbins berkata, jenama 
aiskrim itu menawarkan promosi pada 
tarikh 31 Ogos pada setiap tahun dan 
memberikan diskaun harga sebanyak 
31 peratus bagi handpacked aiskrim. 

“Sempena Hari Kebangsaan, 
Baskin-Robbins menyediakan tiga 
tawaran iaitu tiga hari bermula 29 Ogos 
hingga 31 Ogos 2021 dengan pembung -
kusan edisi terhad ‘Peranakan Batik 
Style’ yang sesuai dijadikan hadiah. 

“Orang ramai disarankan datang 
lebih awal bagi mengelakkan beratur 
panjang untuk mendapatkan aiskrim 
yang ditawarkan,” katanya dalam satu 
kenyataan. 

Baskin-Robbins berkata, orang ra-
mai boleh mendapatkan pelbagai man-
faat daripada aplikasi B-R mobile app 
(www.baskinrobbins.com.my/mobi-
leapp).

Sementara itu, Baskin-Robbins ber-
kata, bagi pelanggan yang mahu mem-
beli dan membawa pulang aiskrim 
mereka boleh menikmati Ice Apam 
yang diinspirasi daripada snek tempat-
an, Apam Balik.

“Antara yang ditawarkan ialah Ice 
Apam Junior dijual pada harga 
RM11.50, Ice Apam Regular dijual 
pada harga RM15.50 manakala 
Chocolate Dipped Ice Apam berharga 
RM18.50,” katanya. 

AMU tawar yuran pengajian kompetitif Baskin-Robbins tampil aiskrim edisi Hari Kebangsaan

Kampus Asia Metropolitan University di Johor Bahru.

Diskaun 31 peratus untuk handpacked aiskrim.

Ice Apam yang ditawarkan Baskin-Robbins.

FOTO: MTC

DR MOHAMAD KHAN 
JAMAL KHAN

Turut ditawarkan ialah Classic Trio 
yang mempunyai perisa coklat, vanil-
la dan strawberi yang berharga 
RM9.50.  

“Disediakan dalam pembungkusan 
istimewa yang diinspirasikan batik 
tradisional peranakan dan unik yang 
direka dengan menggunakan ikon B-R. 
Ia ditawarkan sehingga 16 September 
2021 sahaja,” katanya.
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PAVINGTHEWAYFORTIMBER
MTC seeks to drive industry growth aligned with sustainability
ALTHOUGH the impact of the

Covid-19 pandemic has been felt

across all industries, the Malaysian

Timber Council (MTC) has stepped

up its game to support the timber

industry.

“The Covid-19 pandemic has

called for a transformation in the

council’s business plans, in light of

the changing global supply chain

and business environment.

“The industry itself needs a cata-

lyst for change to transform itself

into a more resilient and sustaina-

ble industry,” said MTC chairman

Mazli ZakuanMohd Noor.

The importance of the timber

industry to the nation’s gross

domestic product (GDP) cannot be

denied. As of 2019, it contributed

1.6% to the GDPwith total exports

of RM22.5bil for timber and tim-

ber-related products.

Malaysia is one of the world’s big-

gest exporters for timber, as it is the

fourth largest exporter of plywood,

the sixth largest for both wooden

furniture and frames, eighth largest

for mouldings and 10th largest for

sawn timber. It is also among the

top 20 exporters for fibreboard,

builders’ joinery and carpentry and

veneer globally.

The timber industry has grown

well over the years, employing

approximately 116,000 workers,

with the latest figures showing that

there are over 1,900mills that pro-

duce various timber products.

This is why it is paramount to

ensure that the industry maintains

and grows its exports, while at the

same time, becomesmore resilient

and sustainable, he stressed.

To help timber players address

pressing obstacles in the time of the

pandemic, MTC obtains, analyses

and channels feedback from the

industry to the relevant ministries

and agencies for further action.

It went a step further by not only

conducting two surveys in April and

June 2020 to understand the impact

of the pandemic and its resultant

movement control order on the tim-

ber industry, but also used the find-

ings to formulate the way forward.

“MTC used these findings to

revise its programmes and activities

for the remainder of 2020 to better

suit the dire need of the timber

industry and for the post-pandemic

economy,” he said, adding that this

includes financial assistance such as

waivers on rental and grants to ease

the burden on industry players.

Aside from that, MTC also pub-

lishes updates on the impact of the

pandemic on the economy and tim-

ber industry to keep the industry

informed on the latest develop-

ments affecting the global timber

trade and supply chain, as and

when required.

As far as planning is concerned,

Mazli Zakuan revealed that the MTC

Roadmap 2019 to 2023 would take

the timber industry to the next level

to capture better global market

share, with the help of MTC chief

executive officer Muhtar Suhaili

and the team.

MTC, a forum for players in the

timber industry, was founded by

five associations in 1992. In 1998, it

was mandated by theMinistry of

Plantation Industries and Commo-

dities to help with promotional

andmarketing efforts, as well as

enhance the introduction and trad-

ing of timber products globally.

With the evolution and progress

of the industry in themarket, it has

exploredmany keymarkets, with

five overseas offices as gateways to

access the world’s main continents.

These offices are located in

Rotterdam, the Netherlands;

Bangalore, India; Dubai, United

Arab Emirates; Guangzhou, China;

as well as Houston, United States.

Today, with its aim to position

Malaysia as a leading global timber

hub, MTC has expanded its role and

functions drastically as it takes on a

mediating role between the indus-

try and the government to tackle

vital issues impacting players in the

timber industry.

MTC’s goals is to fundamentally

transform the country’s timber

industry by addressing the aspects

of sustainable rawmaterial availa-

bility, manpower supply and the

fourth industrial revolution among

others.

The goals, Mazli Zakuan said, will

be achieved through various initia-

tives.

These include strengthening

MTC’s support facility to augment

rawmaterial supply for value-add-

edmanufacturing activities in the

industry, expanding productivity

improvement efforts for both

upstream and downstream, acceler-

ating the shift to higher value-added

or more innovative products; differ-

entiating the country’s timber prod-

ucts through branding initiatives;

improving Malaysian product

design capacity and capabilities,

as well as improving the image of

the timber industry to attract new

talents.

As for promotional andmarket-

ing activities, MTCwill continue to

promote Malaysian-made timber

products globally as the preferred

choice, especially in Asean coun-

tries, China and India, in addition to

its traditional markets such as the

US, Japan and Europe.

“MTCwill also continue to assist

the timber industry, including bumi-

putera companies, to penetrate new

and emergingmarkets, while main-

taining our presence in traditional

markets through participation in

international trade shows as well as

organising trademissions,” he said.

Malaysia is among the world’s biggest timber exporters. Mazli Zakuan:MTC’s role has
evolved over the years.

Sabah’s RM4.3bil budget finally passed
KOTA KINABALU: Sabah’s state

budget for 2021 totalling RM4.3bil

has been passed by the state assem-

bly after debating it for three days

fromMonday.

Speaker Datuk Kadzim M. Yahya

said the budget was passed by a

majority vote.

Earlier, when winding up the

debate, Chief Minister Datuk Hajiji

Noor said the issue of the Sabah

government being dependent on

the Federal Government in certain

matters doesnot arise as theFederal

Government also belongs to the

people of Sabah.

“The Federal Government is also

formed by the people of Sabah, and

the Federal Government is also

made up of leaders and civil serv-

ants from Sabah,” Bernama quoted

him as saying.

He said close cooperation

between the state and federal gov-

ernments was needed to help the

people in the state.

He also said that the state govern-

ment was grateful to all those

involved in the implementation of

the state sales tax on petroleum

products, which enabled the Sabah

to receive payments continuously.

“It should also be emphasised

that we would like to express our

deepest gratitude to Prime Minister

Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin for fulfill-

ing his commitment to ensure

Petronas fulfils the rights and inter-

ests of the people and the state of

Sabah,” he said.

The tax is the largest contributor,

with an estimated revenue of

RM1.25bil or 27.9% of total state

revenue by 2021.

Onanothermatter, stateAssistant

Local Government and Housing

Minister Datuk Isnin Aliasnih said

an enactment to empower local

authorities to control, enforce, col-

lect and dispose of solid waste in

Sabah is expected to be tabled in the

state assembly.

He said a by-law prohibiting the

use of one-time plastic bag and

straws at business premises is in the

final stages of review.

He was responding to a question

from Tan Lee Fatt (DAP-Likas) on

the state government’s plan to settle

waste management issues, includ-

ing landfills statewide.

“The state’s Solid Waste Manage-

ment and Public Sanitisation

Enactment is expected to be pre-

sented in the state assembly early

next year,” said Isnin.

Two waste disposal sites will be

upgraded next year, whilemore food

waste processor machines will be

added and additional garbage bins

will be placed in cities and towns.

For the long term, the ministry

plans to develop disposal sites in the

state to “Level 4 Sanitary Landfill”

status.

By KRISTY INUS
newsdesk@thestar.com.my State assembly

Sabah

Kit Siang
taken to task
for selective
criticism
PETALING JAYA: Gerakan has

taken DAP adviser Lim Kit Siang to

task for practising selective criti-

cism against alleged corrupt prac-

tices involving political rivals.

Its vice-president Baljit Singh said

Kit Siang was quick to allege scan-

dal of untold proportion over the

Covid-19 vaccine procurement by

the Perikatan Nasional govern-

ment.

But Kit Siang chose to remain

silent when his son Lim Guan Eng

and daughter-in-law Betty Chew

were charged with corruption in

the court of law, he added.

Baljit said Science, Technology

and Innovation Minister Khairy

Jamaluddin had rubbished Kit

Siang’s claim thatMalaysiawas pay-

ing 20 timesmore for Pfizer’s Covid-

19 vaccine compared to Belgium.

“But Kit Siang turned down

Khairy’s invitation to meet up to

explain the procurement process as

he could not publicly disclose it due

to non-disclosure agreement with

the vaccine manufacturer,” he said.

“Kit Siang did not even call for a

Royal Commission of Inquiry (RCI)

into allegations of corruption

involving his sonwho has tarnished

the image of DAP.

“(But) he wasted no time issuing a

statement based on a tweet by

Belgian Secretary of State Eva De

Bleeker who revealed that her coun-

try paid 12 (RM60) per dose for
Pfizer’s Covid 19 vaccine,” he said.

‘Makeway for others to lead’
Teng urges Lim father and son to pass DAP baton
PETALING JAYA:Retiring DAP pol-

itician Datuk Teng Chang Khim has

urged party veterans Lim Kit Siang

and Lim Guan Eng to step down to

makeway for other partymembers,

reported China Press.

In an exclusive report, Teng told

the daily that the life of a political

party was akin to a relay race and

that one would eventually need to

pass the baton to another team

member to win the race.

“Since (both) have ‘run’ for so

long, it is time to hand over the

baton to someone else,” he said.

Teng admitted that since the par-

ty’s founding, both Lims had con-

tributed in bringing the party to its

peak but asked that they now hand

over leadership to others.

“Howmuchhigher canwe reach?

We’ve been the ruling government.

We’ve even gotten the post of

Finance Minister.

“Dowewant the PrimeMinister’s

post? I don’t know. But looking at

things, it is impossible to be Prime

Minister,” he said.

In an earlier report, Teng

revealed the reasons for his

impending retirement from poli-

tics, citing a lack of space for him to

express his views and that the party

was focused on only superficial

“skin-deep” reforms.

Teng, who has a strained rela-

tionship with the Lim father and

son, had also admitted that he was

tired of playing the role of an

“opposition” member in the party

and that not many were willing to

accept his views.

He has been a DAP member for

30 years andwas first elected as the

Bukit Gasing assemblyman in 1995

before representing Bandar Klang

in 1999 until now.

During the interview, Teng also

said that the most urgent issue for

the Pakatan Harapan state govern-

ment in Selangor to resolve is the

pollution of water sources.
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made to 80 companies covering 254 
containers.

The EAP is just one of the many 
safeguards MTC had put in place to 
help the industry.

MTC has done almost 
everything possible to assist indus-
try players. We had programmes to 
help business owners move their 
operations onto e-platforms and 
multiple incentives to encourage 
this migration on top of the finan-
cial assistance for the purchase of 
machinery and raw materials. MTC 
had also produced SOPs videos 
in various languages to be placed 
in factories to remind workers to 
adhere to SOPs.

Though in 2019, MTC had al-
ready strategically crafted out its 
Five-Year Plan (2019-2023) to cir-
cumvent the effects of the pandem-
ic, there were a few curve balls that 
came our way with the rising num-
ber of COVID-19 cases that were 
plaguing the manufacturing sectors 
where adhering to SOPs had to be 
coupled with herd immunisation as 
quickly as possible.

MTC setup a vaccination centre 
in Olak Lempit in Banting, Selan-
gor. It was a mammoth task where 
the first batch of factory workers 
were vaccinated on 28 July. We 
targeted to vaccinate at least 10,000 

employees by 6 September and had 
successfully vaccinated 10,005 for 
the first dose by 16 August.  

MTC’s PPVIN centre in Olak 
Lempit is now open for tim-
ber-based factory workers from 
Perak, Pahang, Negeri Sembilan, 
and Melaka. A similar immunisa-
tion programme is being conducted 
in Muar, Johor, by the Muar Furni-
ture Association which MTC is in 
support of.

As a CEO, I am happy with what 
MTC has achieved with this vacci-
nation programme. I know this will 
bring the industry back on its feet 
as the government eases restric-
tions under the NRP.

grow and store it. If the forest is left 
totally alone, the trees in the forest 
will grow old and die and as the 
wood rots, it will release the stored 
carbon in the form of CO2 into the 
atmosphere. You also need to cut 
older trees to make way for young-
er ones. These are part of climate 
change mitigation.

Timbers are the greenest and 
only renewable building material 
in the world. No other product can 
match timbers’ characteristics. It is 
durable and an excellent insulator. 
Timbers also have a high strength-
to-weight ratio which means the 
weight of timber materials needed 
for a particular structure can be 16 
times less than steel or five times 
less than concrete. Timbers also 
perform well in fire where large col-
umns or beams will only char while 
products like steel and concrete 
would have buckled under similar 
high temperatures. 

The question of deforestation or 
illegally logging comes under the 
purview of the Malaysian Forestry 
Department, not MTC. Despite the 
Forestry Department’s best efforts, 
there are some misgivings. 

The timber industry is a huge 
business and businessmen want to 
remain in business. So, how can we 
stay in business if we chop off our 
natural resource indiscriminately. 
Unlike temperate timber species 
which can mature in less than 10 
years, Malaysian timber trees take 
over 60 years to mature! 

Malaysia has been practicing 
Sustainable Forest Management 
(SFM) since 1901 and we have 
kept our promise to maintaining 
50% of our land area under forest 
cover based on the Rio Summit 
1992 agreement. We also have the 
Malaysian Timber Certification 
Council (MTCC) which certifies 
that our timbers are responsibly 
sourced. 

Malaysia also exports to dis-
cerning buyers in Europe, US, 
Japan, and Australia who prefer to 
buy certified timbers that are sus-
tainably sourced, and their strin-
gent requirements doesn’t give us 
room to compromise anything.

Coming out of this pandemic 
won’t be easy but our stakeholders 
can be rest assured that MTC has 
got their back!

This vaccination programme 
will be a major part of a meaning-
ful chapter in MTC’s achievements 
as we celebrate our 30th anniversary 
next year and I am proud to be part 
and parcel of this as I oversee this 
programme.

Despite all that we do, the 
Malaysian timber industry has 
almost always come under fire. 
The amazing properties of timber 
is often overshadowed and it is 
heart-wrenching, especially in 
this digital age that many are still 
ignorant.

Trees need to be cut for a rea-
son… Wood and CO2 are natural 
partners. Trees absorb CO2 as they 

When I first came 
onboard as the 
Chief Executive 
Officer of the 
Malaysian Tim-

ber Council (MTC) in November 
2020, I had spent many late nights 
studying the inner workings of the 
Malaysian timber industry and the 
industry at the global level. 

I was deeply moved by its strug-
gles in the early days. The growth 
of the industry, the founding of the 
Council and the immense respect 
that Malaysian timber-based man-
ufacturers command all over the 
world for delivering high quality 
products in countries which have 
the strictest laws on sustainability, 
legality and emissions are no small 
feat.

The Malaysian timber industry, 
which is the third largest sector 
in the commodities industry after 
palm oil and rubber, contributed 
about RM22.02 billion in exports 
in 2020. This earning represented 
14.6% of the total contribution from 
the commodities sector, 2.2% of the 
country’s total merchandise export 
and 1.6% to the country’s GDP.

The timber industry’s exports 
increased by 21% in Q1 2021 to 
RM12 billion from RM10 billion in 
Q1 2020. As of June 2021, exports 
of timber and timber products 
stood at RM11.6 billion which was 
an increase of 20.7% over the same 
corresponding period in 2020. How-
ever, the Malaysian timber industry 
also suffered losses of about RM60 
million DAILY due to the lock-
downs.

The COVID-19 pandemic had a 
dire impact on the industry. There 
were disruptions to supply chains, 
global and domestic demands had 
slowed down, there were cashflow 
management issues, increased 
freight charges and raw material 
cost. COVID-19 had caused port 
congestion and the unavailability 
of empty containers which caused 
container shipment charges to sky-
rocket between 300% and 500%.

To address this, MTC intro-
duced the Export Assistance Pro-
gramme (EAP) to help exporters, 
particularly SMEs, to defray part of 
the ocean freight charges. A total 
of RM1 million was allocated and 
as of July 2021, disbursements were 

  Coming out of this 
pandemic won’t be easy 
but our stakeholders can 
be rest assured that MTC 
has got their back!.   

— MUHTAR SUHAILI

Below: Well underway, the 
vaccination programme in 
Olak Lempit

Muhtar (third from right) with MTC staff at Olak Lempit

A shot in 
the Arm 
– MTC’s Vaccination Programme 
for the Timber Industry

By MUHTAR SUHAIL I
Chief Executive Officer
Malaysian Timber Council
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STANDING tall after more than a

hundred years – that’s the proud leg-

acy of Malaysia, which has been

among major nations that have pro-

tected and conserved their tropical

forests through best practices in sus-

tainable forest management (SFM)

and responsible trade.

As a founding member of the

International Tropical Timber

Organization (ITTO), established in

1996under theauspicesof theUnited

Nations amidst growing global con-

cerns for the fate of tropical forests,

Malaysia stands firm in its commit-

ment to SFM practices, especially as

it commemorates the International

Day of Forests onMarch 21.

In conjunction with Malaysia’s

observance of the day, it seems time-

ly to look back on our history of for-

est conservation.

About 10.92 million hectares of

total land area in the country have

been gazetted as permanent reserve

forests (PRF), which are managed

sustainably for their economic, social

and conservation values.

Within the PRF, harvesting is only

allowed in the production forest,

while 3.31 million hectares of the

total land area are gazetted as totally

protected areas (TPA). In TPAs, log-

ging or any form of commercial

exploitation is strictly prohibited,

with only licensed research-based

activities being allowed.

Malaysia has stayed committed to

keeping its promise made to main-

tain at least half of its total land area

under forest cover at the Rio Earth

Summit in 1992. Today, 55.3% of the

country’s land areas remains under

forest cover.

A significant achievement in this

aspect is the government’s ban on

the conversion of forest reserve

areas for commodity cultivation pur-

poses.

The country is also a signatory to

several significant multilateral envi-

ronmental agreements ranging from

climate change to safeguarding bio-

diversity including endangered spe-

cies, wetlands and forests.

Having practised SFM for more

than a century via various timber

and forest agencies,Malaysia has not

had tomakemajor adjustments to its

forestmanagement practices to com-

ply with the United States’ Lacey Act,

Australia’s IllegalLoggingProhibition

ActandtheEuropeanUnion’sTimber

Regulation among others – which

share the critical position that only

legally harvested timber can be

imported into these countries.

In its firm advocacy of sustainabil-

ity, Malaysia pursues SFM through

various national strategies and pro-

grammes including certification ini-

tiativessuchas theMalaysianTimber

Certification Scheme (MTCS);

enhancement of forest laws, enforce-

ment and governance; as well as

research and development projects

and the implementation of best agri-

cultural practices.

All states in Malaysia are required

by law to draw up forest manage-

ment plans based on the concept of

rational land use and multiple func-

tions of the forests.

Moreover, theextensiveMalaysian

Criteria and Indicators for

Sustainable Forest Management

(MC&I), which is used to assess pro-

gress at the national and forest man-

agement unit levels, is revised once

every five years for continuous

improvement in line with the latest

developments in technology, stand-

ards andmanagement systems.

The voluntarynational timber cer-

tification scheme MTCS, which ini-

tially utilised the 1998 ITTO Criteria

and Indicators as a basis for develop-

ing the MC&I standard, is operated

bytheMalaysianTimberCertification

Council.

It provides for independent assess-

ment of forest management practic-

es, as well as audit of timber product

manufacturers or exporters to ascer-

tain that such products are sourced

from sustainablymanaged forests.

The MTCS has become the first

tropical timber certification scheme

in the Asia Pacific region to be

endorsed by the Programme for the

Endorsement of Forest Certification

since 1 May 2009, which gives fur-

ther assurance and credence that

forests certified under the MTCS are

implementing best management

practices.

On one hand, collaborative initia-

tives between the government and

non-governmental organisations

help conserve and preserve the for-

est, including projects such as the

Central Forest Spine in Peninsular

Malaysia and the Heart of Borneo

that covers the trans-boundary forest

heritage of East Malaysia, Indonesia

and Brunei.

Another success story is the large-

scale rehabilitation project imple-

mented inBukitPitonForestReserve,

Sabah since 2007. Work carried out

by the project partners such as Sime

Darby Bhd, WWF Malaysia and

Sabah Foundation has successfully

restored 11,313.16 hectares of forest

area with the planting of over 1.5

million seedlings of more than 95

tree species for the habitat of

Orangutans.

On the other hand, forest planta-

tions – which have a long history in

Malaysia since the establishment of

rubber plantations in the 1800s – are

beingdeveloped to alleviate the pres-

sure on natural forests.

Its national development has been

givenagreaterboost since2006,with

a target of establishing 130,000 hec-

tares of forest plantations by 2020.

An encouraging development of

late is the involvement of private

sector investors in establishing large-

scale eucalyptus plantations in

Pahang and Perak, with technical

expertise provided by the Forest

Research Institute Malaysia and for-

estry institutions from China.

Muhtar Suhaili is the chief executive

officer of the Malaysian Timber

Council (MTC). Entrusted by the

Ministry of Plantation Industries and

Commodities for the promotion of

timber products locally and overseas,

MTC advocates the importance of

conserving and preserving the forest

through relevant forestry policies that

benefit not just its people, but also

contributes to the health of the global

environment.

PROTECTINGMALAYSIA’S LEGACY OF BIODIVERSITY
By MUHTAR SUHAILI

Efforts to preserve Malaysia’s rainforests as a legacy for the future are

an ongoing priority for the nation.

Cemeteries in Penang eerily quiet

Run-up to Qing Ming on April 4 is devoid of families clearing gravesites

By LO TERN CHERN

andylo@thestar.com.my

GEORGE TOWN: Except for some

grave cleaners, most cemeteries

here appeared deserted in the lead-

up to Qing Ming.

This is unlike previous years

where Chinese families would

begin going to the cemeteries to

make offerings to their ancestors

and departed loved ones as part of

an annual ritual which falls on

April 4 this year.

Checks at several cemeteries on

the island and mainland found no

family members there to offer

prayers.

Several grave cleaners were

around to do some weeding and

clean the tombstones.

Among them helping to clear up

weeds around a tomb in Paya

Terubong was Chong Tong Huat,

48, who felt that this had been a

quiet Qing Ming so far.

Chong, who was glad to get some

work at the cemetery, said it had

never been this quiet in his 10

years of experience cleaning tomb-

stones.

“Usually before the festival

starts, customers would book my

services to clean their ancestors’

tombs.

“Last year, I received a reasona-

ble number of bookings before the

first MCO (movement control

order) was announced.

“But this year, the bookings I got

were vastly reduced.

“Now with prayers for Qing

Ming allowed by the government,

we hope business will get better,”

he said.

It is a similar situation at the

Chinese cemetery in Penanti and

Berapit on the mainland where

thousands of tombswere barewith

no prayer paraphernalia seen.

Businessman Jerry Goh, 55, who

had never missed conducting ritu-

als for his late parents at the Batu

Gantung cemetery since they died

12 years ago, said he would “wait

and see” before deciding how he

would mark the occasion this time.

“Covid-19 cases are still high and

there are strict SOP to comply with.

Health and safety is of utmost

importance for my family. I believe

my parents would feel the same

and understand if wemiss or delay

conducting the rites this year,” he

said.

Hawker Lim Keng Boon, 37, said

his family had decided to “scale

down” their way of observing Qing

Ming this year.

“I have four sisters and they are

living in Perlis, Selangor, Melaka

and Johor.

“We already missed out Chinese

New Year this year and might as

well give Qing Ming a miss,” said

Lim.

Last week, the government

announced that fines would not be

imposed on cemetery operators

but on individuals who violated

the SOP during Qing Ming.

The SOP will apply 14 days

before and after the actual festival

date, that is, fromMarch 20 to April

4 and from April 5 to 18.

Among others, the SOP stipulates

that there should be no more than

six close relatives at any one time

and prayers limited to a maximum

duration of 90 minutes to be con-

ducted between 5am and 6pm.

For columbariums, only 10 peo-

ple are allowed at any one time in

states under MCO and 50% capaci-

ty with physical distancing for con-

ditional MCO areas.

For recovery MCO areas, the

number of visitors will be accord-

ing to the capacity of the columbar-

ium.

Prayer times for columbariums

in MCO, conditional MCO and

recovery MCO areas should be

between 5am and 6pm, and the

duration is limited to 60 minutes,

with sanitisation work carried out

in between.

However, cemetery operators in

Penang from 18 associations decid-

ed not to open up for Qing Ming,

including columbariums as they

were of the view that it would be

tough to ensure SOP compliance in

the open areas.

Almost zero activity: A cemetery worker wearing face mask walking past the graves at the Paya Terubong

cemetery in George Town. — LIM BENG TATT/The Star

Cemeteries will
now open for
Qing Ming:
See page 12

“Covid-19 cases

are still high and

there are strict

SOP to comply

with. Health and

safety is of utmost

importance

for my family.”

Jerry Goh
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‘Extendwage subsidy to all’
Offer to those in need and not just MCO states, govt urged
HUAZONG, the Federation of

Chinese Associations Malaysia, has

urged the government to extend the

recently announced Wage Subsidy

Programme 3.0 to states which are

not under the movement control

order, reported Sin Chew Daily.

Its president Tan Sri Goh Tian

Chuan said even though they sup-

ported the programme, it should be

offered to those who need it instead

of being allocated according to

whether a state is under MCO.

“Even in MCO states, there are

businesses that are doing well,

whereas there are employers in

non-MCO states who are desper-

ately in need of help,” Goh said in

a statement.

On Monday, Prime Minister Tan

Sri Muhyiddin Yassin announced

that all employers operating under

the movement control order are

eligible to apply for the Wage

Subsidy Programme 3.0 regardless

of sectors.

Eligible employerswould receive

a wage subsidy of RM600 for each

of their employees earning less

than RM4,000 for a period of one

month.

Goh urged the government to

also consider extending the pro-

gramme from one month to three

months.

Apart from the programme,

Huazong also recommends that the

government offer a discount to

those who make early repayments

of their PTPTN loans and to extend

discounted Internet packages to

those sitting for the UEC exams.

> In a bid to ease her parents of

their financial burden, a university

student agreed to offer sexual ser-

vices for money but ended up being

raped and RM2,000 poorer, the

same daily reported.

The 22-year-old student, who is

currently pursuing an undergradu-

ate degree in International

Business, said she contacted a

“middle-man” on WhatsApp who

claimed he could help her solicit

high-paying clients.

She was asked to pay RM2,000 as

an introducer’s fee and was soon

told to meet a client at a hotel in

Cheras.

When they met up, the man

agreed that they would not have

penetrative sex but went back on

his word.

She later lodged a report at the

Kajang district police Hhadquarters

and spoke to reporters from the

daily on condition of anonymity.

The police suspect that the “cli-

ent” and “middle-man” are the

same person and he is proficient at

running similar scams on desperate

victims.

Covid-19 remote cure via spells debunked
A PRACTITIONER of Islamic medi-

cine has rubbished claims that

Covid-19 can be cured through

spells chanted over the phone,

Harian Metro reported.

Datuk Tuan Asmawi Tuan Umar

dismissed the words of a man who

claimed he could remotely cure

thousands of patients by reciting

some spells.

“His claims are unfounded and

I’m doubtful that he has cured thou-

sands,” he said.

Tuan Asmawi was responding to

a recent report of a man charging

unsuspecting patients RM100,

claiming that he could cure Covid-

19 just by reciting spells via phone.

The man is said to have duped

two foreign workers.

> Singer Mimi Fly is ready to

spread her wings and take off once

again as she tries to cope with emo-

tional trauma following her recent

divorce.

The 35-year-old former One

NationEmceesmember toldKosmo!

that she had learnt to be grateful for

what she has after exploring Kuala

Lumpur city on New Year’s Eve.

“I saw how others faced even

tougher challenges and that made

me realise I have a lot to be grateful

for and I have learnt to be kinder to

myself,” she said.

Mimi has also turned to songwrit-

ing in her journey to rediscover

herself and plans to put out new

materials soon.

> Durian stalls in Jelebu are

almost empty as themovement con-

trol order has prevented lovers of

the king of fruits from enjoying it.

Durian trader Khairul Anuar

Zainal Azman said he had no choice

but to sell a bulk of the fruit to mid-

dlemen to move the off-season pro-

duce, Utusan Malaysia reported.

“The stalls are very quiet now as

customers practise the new normal

and bring the fruits to be enjoyed at

home,” he said.

Residents
turn trash
into treasure
AN illegal rubbish dumping ground

in Klang, Selangor, has been turned

into an urban farm maintained by

31 residents,Makkal Osai reported.

The empty lot along Jalan Kebun

Nenas in Taman Sentosa which had

become a dumping ground was

divided into 31 small lots and

assigned to local residents.

The residents then began planting

vegetables there as part of a new

green effort, said Sentosa state

assemblymanDr Gunarajah George.

The assemblyman, who visited

the area, gave out gardening tools

as a form of encouragement.

Recently, a fishpond was also

built there.

> News of a couple getting mar-

ried in Tamil Nadu, India, went

viral after they included an e-wallet

payment codes in the wedding invi-

tation, the same daily reported.

Saravanan and Sivashangkari

from Madurai, who got married

earlier this month, could not invite

most of their relatives and friends

to the wedding due to Covid-19 SOP.

The couple decided to include QR

codes for GooglePay and PhonePay

to make it easier for those not able

to attend it to give the customary

moi – wedding money gift.

QR codes were also available at

the venue to discourage the giving

of cash which may cause Covid-19

transmissions.

THE issue of rawmaterial shortage is a major

trouble facing the timber industry, but indus-

try players are working hand-in-hand with

the government to address the situation - a

vital step forward, as plywood products were

the second largest contributor (RM3.4bil) to

Malaysia’s RM22.5bil wood-based products

export in 2019.

Describing the acute shortage of rawmate-

rials in Peninsular Malaysia, as well as lower

rubberwood supply due to increased latex

production, the Malaysian Panel-Products

Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA) chair-

man DatukWira Sheikh Othman Rahman

said that plywood and panel manufacturers

are facing stiff competition from sawmillers

in securing a sufficient supply.

MPMAwas established in 1965 to repre-

sent its members’ interests in the Malaysian

wood-based panel industry, through promot-

ing the export of such products, engaging

industry stakeholders and working closely

with government agencies to drive for-

ward-looking national policies aligned with

the wood-based industries.

With the Malaysian Timber Council’s

Import Assistance Programme - the offshore

sourcing programme helps local timber man-

ufacturers to import rawmaterials by footing

some of the freight and handling costs - to

partly alleviate the issue, Sheik Othman said

the industry was also looking into alternative

rawmaterials such as oil palm trunk (OPT),

coconut trunk, rubberwood and other mate-

rials.

He stressed, “The plywood industry is not

in good shape now, due to the rawmaterial

problem, so we have to go for alternative raw

materials or plant new species to create suffi-

cient supply.

“There is more demand for sustainable

timber in recent years, as we move towards

the direction of zero waste and we can use

existing materials such as OPT to produce

plywood.

OPT, for one, is a good alternative that

MPMA is promoting to produce plywood.

Once used for biomass or fertiliser, OPT logs

have proven viable to peel into plywood,

although only two manufacturers are able to

do so currently.

Moreover, MPMA’s committee has been

seeking alternative species that can meet the

future demand for timber. Forest Research

Institute Malaysia (FRIM) signed a Memoran-

dum of Understanding with MPMA and Plus

Intervest Sdn Bhd in the collaboration of pro-

ducing tissue culture Eucalyptus seedlings.

This FRIM-MPMA collaboration involves

producing tissue culture seedlings of

Eucalyptus and other commercial value spe-

cies for plantation to ensure the sustainabili-

ty of plant materials and rawmaterials.

Since 2016, it has been looking into com-

munity farming to help communities to plant

new wood species with rapid growth such as

Eucalyptus, which can be a good source for

plywood and panel production.

The Eucalyptus tree produces heavy and

durable wood that can be used as a

high-quality rawmaterial for various wood-

based products including plywood, pulp,

paper, essential oil and energy.

Eucalyptus takes six years to grow, as com-

pared to rubber wood, which takes more

than 15 years before the tree can be harvest-

ed in plantations.

The Community Plantation Programme -

with its pilot started in Batu Kikir, Negeri

Sembilan three years ago - has a three-fold

objective: The plantations aimed to introduce

tree species with rapid growth such as Batai

and Eucalyptus to ensure the sustainability of

raw wood material as well as to reduce the

dependence on resources from the natural

forest and raise the income of the B40 com-

munity.

For the industry, the planting of new spe-

cies can help meet future demand for timber

by producing rawmaterials for upstream,

while at the same time enabling downstream

players to bring in more revenue.

“The problemwe’re facing now is

upstream, so we need more focus in terms of

increasing community plantations in kam-

pung areas with idle or vacant land, by sign-

ing them up with a buy-back guarantee to

supply the factory.

“The way forward is community farming,”

he pointed out, adding that MPMA is

involved in contractual farming with entities

such as Angkatan Koperasi Kebangsaan

Malaysia Bhd, which has more than six mil-

lion members that own a minimum of one to

two acres of land.

Meanwhile, he noted that it can also act as

an enabler to uplift the livelihood of rural

communities and create a generation of

Malaysians who know how to plant trees and

in turn, appreciate the importance of protect-

ing the environment.

SEEKINGASUSTAINABLEPATHFORWARD

Sheikh Othman: Eucalyptus has good potential for plywood production.Industry players need to seek alternate raw material sources.
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SUPPORTINGTHEGROWTHOFTIMBER
WHILE government policies and laws are

key towards facilitating a healthy industry,

the role of industry associations are also

undeniably important in helping to

ensure that regulatory measures support

the growth of the industry as well.

For the Timber Exporter’s Association of

Malaysia (TEAM), which was established in

1955 with approximately 680 members, it

aims to distill the feedback of industry play-

ers into a single, concerted voice to liaise

with the government on policy and regulato-

ry issues related to timber.

According to its president Chua Song Fong,

apart from furniture, most of the other sec-

tors within the timber industry have seen a

drop in business since the pandemic’s out-

break.

He acknowledged that the timber industry

was still ‘considered lucky’ when compared

to other industries, as its players could still

operate during the movement control order,

thereby reducing the impact caused by

Covid-19.

“Timber is mainly export-oriented, so we

still have to continue to export to bring in

the revenue and contribute to the gross

domestic product,” he said.

That said, the timber industry has had its

fair share of challenges, the most notable in

recent weeks being logistics cost.

Since November 2020, Chua said, ocean

freight for certain destinations have spiked

by 300% to more than 500%, impacting tim-

ber companies with existing orders they

need to fulfill. He expects the real impact of

the inflated logistics will be felt in January to

March 2021.

“Aside from that, there’s also problems

with the lack of containers and shipping

space, thus delaying shipment to customers -

this is bad for both trade and cash flow,” he

said, adding that most companies have been

dealing with tight cash flows since the start

of the health crisis.

He further said, “We have a lot of backlog

in Port Klang, which will cause a shortage of

containers. At the same time, borrowing

credit from banks means these companies

have a timeline to meet, but are unable to do

collection as the goods are stuck here.”

As the cost of logistics concerns any indus-

try that imports or exports goods, the six

local timber associations - TEAM, the

Malaysian Panel Products Manufacturers’

Association, the Malaysian Wood Industries

Association, the Malaysian Wood Moulding

and Joinery Council, the Malaysian Furniture

Council, as well as the Association of

Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and Furniture

Entrepreneurs - have engaged with the

Federation of Malaysian Manufacturers and

the Malaysian National Shippers’ Council to

discuss the issue and call for government

intervention, such as speeding up the pro-

cess for the disbursement of the partial logis-

tics cost reimbursement under the Malaysia

External Trade Development Corporation’s

Market Development Grant.

Another measure the government can

take is reinstate the double tax deduction on

freight, which had previously been applied

more than a decade ago, for the years of

2020 to 2022.

“Every little bit helps. Every cost and

freight basis shipment has been bleeding

money since November and it’s escalating

now, because containers are not being

unloaded quickly enough to come back,” he

said.

For example, he pointed to ports such as

the Port of Felixstowe, the United Kingdom’s

busiest container port, which is badly con-

gested. And with Malaysia exporting a large

amount of timber products to the UK, Chua

describes it as a perfect storm.

He explained, “Malaysia exports a lot of

timber products to the UK. It’s one of our top

markets, with Felixstowe Port being the

number one port in the UK. Now, a lot of

ships may not be able to call on that port to

pick up empty containers because of that

congestion.”

Aside from that, the timber industry is still

grappling with the issue of consistent raw

material availability and manpower, which

the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) is look-

ing to address by working hand-in-hand with

industry players.

These are persistent challenges for timber,

Chua noted, adding that the rawmaterial

issue is exacerbated by the monsoon season

and Covid-19. Moreover, during the early

days of the movement control order, the

unprecedented nature of the pandemic

meant uncertainty in operating procedures

and policy - the same for governments the

world over.

However, he lauded MTC’s efforts in pre-

paring seedlings for plantation forests and

the Import Assistance Programme (IAP) as

initiatives that have partly aided the indus-

try in dealing with the rawmaterial issue.

An offshore sourcing programme for timber

rawmaterials, the IAP facilitates local timber

manufacturers to import raw materials by

defraying part of the freight and handling

charges.

Chua also called for the Department of

Agriculture (DoA) to review or find solutions

to enable the import of timber species not

listed on the allowable import list.

“It would solve a lot of the rawmaterial

problems once the inbound fumigation part

is smoothened out.

“The solution is to allocate a designated

area in Port Klang far away from agricul-

ture, a controlled environment where all

fumigation will be done properly, rather

than depending on the country of origin,”

he said.

He added that a meeting led by MTC chief

executive officer Muhtar Suhaili in

December 2020 saw the DoA agreeing to

form a special task force on inbound fumiga-

tion.

Moreover, to resolve the issue of manpow-

er, Chua said that SMEs in the timber indus-

try need help to evolve and transform them-

selves.

He shared, “While flexibility and smaller

volume are our strengths, many of us don’t

have the capacity to digitally transform on

our own. But it’s very critical.

“It’s a good time for MTC, related agencies

and the government to address the needs of

digitalising our systems to ensure business

continuity in times of crisis, by working with

solution providers to customise a system for

the industry - which they are doing now.”

Chua said ocean freight for certain destinations have spiked by 300% to more than 500%.

Smoking out the competition
Brothers cook meat the American way with a M’sian twist

JOHOR BARU: The movement con-

trol order and many hours of

watching cooking clips on YouTube

led two brothers to sizzle on the

business front.

Mustafa Ramadhan Mazlan, 35,

and MuhamadMawiz, 36, ventured

into making and selling smoked

meat in May last year.

Mustafa said they had always

wanted to go into the food industry

and found the perfect time to do so

when the country was put under

the MCO to flatten the Covid-19

curve.

“My brother had to quit his job at

a fast-food outlet in Singapore after

the border was closed due to the

MCO. Plus, his wife was about to

give birth to their first child.

“Since he had some free time

back home, we decided to give it a

go,” he saidwhenmet at their house

in Bandar Baru Uda here yesterday.

Prior to that, the brothers spent

more than 100 hours watching

countless clips on YouTube to learn

the proper technique for smoking

meat.

Mustafa noted that smoked bar-

becue is a very popular cooking

method in North America and is

slowly gaining popularity in

Malaysia.

They ordered a custom-made

smoking pit from Klang to cook the

meat.

“We infuse the American way

into the smoking of our meat but

with a twist of Malaysian flavours;

we use local herbs and spices to

marinate the meat, which gives it a

great taste.

“We usually cook about 20kg of

meat during the weekends as the

cooking hours are long and slow,”

he said.

They also use mangga wood to

smoke the meat, giving it a fruity

flavour.

He pointed out that for tender-

loin alone, the cooking takes about

seven hours while for brisket, it

takes between 12 and 13 hours.

He said cooking smoked meat

helped to fill up their time during

the MCO and earn extra income.

“Wemarket ourproducts through

our Facebook page, Smoking Husb-

ands, which has helped us get a lot

of customers who are mostly from

around here.

“Usually, Mawiz will go around

on his motorcycle to do the deliver-

ies,” he said, adding that they

received an average order of 30

packets of meat per week even dur-

ing the MCO period.

For now, most of the cooking is

done at their home and they hope

to open a proper restaurant in the

near future.

“It would be a dream come true

for us to operate our own restau-

rant specialising in smoked meat,”

Mustafa said.

Labour of
love:Mustafa
(right) and
Mawiz smoking
meat at their
house in Bandar
Baru Uda,
Johor Baru.
— NUR AISYAH
MAZALAN/
The Star

By MOHD FARHAAN SHAH
farhaan@thestar.com.my

Health
officials clean
up quarantine
centre toilets

KOTA KINABALU: Health officials

moved in to clean up the bathrooms

and toilets at the Likas Covid-19

low-risk quarantine centre here

after some of its occupants high-

lighted the conditions on social

media.

A man quarantined at the centre

had earlier posted a picture on

Facebook of him and three others

cleaning the bathroom while com-

plaining about the poor sanitary

conditions there.

In his post, the man claimed that

some of the sinks were clogged and

dirty, and that rubbish was not col-

lected since they were placed there

under quarantine.

In a follow-up post on Tuesday,

the man thanked the state Health

Department for cleaning up the

place, adding that he hoped the

exercise would continue.

It was not the first time poor san-

itary conditions at the bathrooms

and toilets of quarantine centres

had been highlighted.

Several others had brought up

the unhygienic conditions and the

lack of cleaning up through posts in

social media.

Following this, Sabah Health

director Datuk Dr Christina Rundi

gave assurance that the matter

would be looked into and resolved

quickly.

By MUGUNTAN VANAR
vmugu@thestar.com.my
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The timber industry has been a catalyst of Malaysia’s economic growth for centuries.A standout of the

agricommodity sector, wood and wood-based industries contribute signi�cantly and consistently to the

nation’s exports, employment and GDP. And the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) has been key to this

growth. In line with its vision to develop the timber industry into a world leader in the manufacture and

trade of timber products, MTC aspires to usher the timber industry into a new era of sustainability and

competitiveness.
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THE gradual return to normalcy for

countries in South Asia, the Middle

East and Africa is set to drive

demand and new trade opportuni-

ties for timber and timber-based

products.

Malaysian Timber Council (MTC)

South Asia, Middle East and Africa

international business develop-

ment division director Khairul

Anwar said that moving forward,

the council will pitch into the mar-

ket potential of specific cities, rather

than an overall region, to find the

best potential for the country’s tim-

ber players.

“We’re taking a more targeted

approach instead of a one-size-fits-

all solution, as for us in MTC, we

have to carefully recognise the

areas with the best potential for the

industry,” he said.

> South Asia

The South Asia region is forecast-

ed to grow by 7.1% in 2021 and

2022, owing to the rebound of glob-

al demand and targeted contain-

ment measures to help minimise

the economic impact of the Covid-

19 waves, thus translating to pro-

jects with a trickle-down effect for

Malaysian timber companies.

The InternationalMonetary Fund

retained India’s growth projection

of 9.5% in 2021 and 8.5% in 2022 as

a result of an increase in public

investment and incentives to boost

manufacturing.

In turn, this signals a rapidly

growing market in terms of demo-

graphics, which will help propel the

demand for timber-based products.

Khairul also highlights thatMumbai

and Goa holds many new opportu-

nities due to its robust manufactur-

ing and tourism sectors.

Nepal’s economy is anticipated to

growby 4.1% in the fiscal year 2022,

up from an estimated growth of

2.3% in 2021, while in Bangladesh,

the continued recovery in exports

and consumption will help growth

rates improve to 6.4% in the fiscal

year 2021 to 2022.

Khairul sees Nepal and

Bangladesh as upcoming markets

for Malaysian timber products, as

the country’s population is now

transforming itself with higher pur-

chasing power across projects for

residences, offices, tourism and

overall infrastructure.

As tourism activities pick up in

the Maldives, its gross domestic

product (GDP) is projected to grow

by 22.3% in 2021, while Sri Lanka’s

economy will remain on a recovery

path in 2022 with real GDP expand-

ing by 4.1%.

“Malaysian interior décor, includ-

ing wood-based furniture, are

admired for their durability and

quality, with rising demand for val-

ue-added timber products from

high net-worth individuals in the

South Asia region,” he revealed.

The resurgence of hardwood

prices is likely to continue through

2022, including an increase in sawn

timber prices due to improved

demand from hotel and resort ren-

ovation in the Maldives, as well as

five-star properties in India and Sri

Lanka.

Furthermore, there has been a

steep rise in housing demand from

millennials opting for work-from-

home offices and expanding home

ownership of women, thus

Malaysian manufacturers must

adapt to these ‘new norms’ by intro-

ducing innovative wood and furni-

ture designs to prospective buyers.

On timber products that are gain-

ing popularity in the region, he

pointed to finger-jointed laminated

boards (FJLB), engineered flooring,

glue-laminated products and ori-

ented strand boards that have been

gaining momentum among the

specifiers and architects.

He added, “Innovative oil palm

trunk products will be introduced

to the buyers to showcase their effi-

cacy and utility.”

> Middle East and Africa

Meanwhile, the Middle East is

seeing trillion-dollar projects from

the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and

Saudi Arabia, which are two coun-

tries in the region that MTC is look-

ing forward to next year.

UAE estimates 1.2% GDP growth

in 2021 and 2.5% in 2022 to 2023, to

be further driven by government as

well as private expenditure, while

Saudi Arabia will be supported by

firmer global oil demand with GDP

growth expected to reach 2.4% in

2021.

The latter is also looking to move

away from an oil-based economy

through diversification efforts in

education and eco-tourism.

The Gulf Cooperation Council

economies are generally expected

to return to an aggregate growth of

2.2% in 2021, according to the latest

issue of the World Bank Gulf

Economic Update. Which means

countries such as Oman, Qatar,

Bahrain, Turkey and Iran will likely

improve their sourcing activities

fromMalaysia, added Khairul.

Timber products that are highly

sought-after for the Middle East

region are panel products, sawn

timber, home furniture and furni-

ture components.

The medium-term outlook for

Mauritius is a strong recovery with

real GDP growth projected to aver-

age 7.1% over the next two years,

while Kenya’s economy is projected

to grow by 5.0% in 2021 and 5.9% in

2022. For South Africa, real GDP

growth is projected at 3.0% in 2021.

“Africa is an interesting region,

especially Kenya, as an untapped

marketwith a lot of promise.MTC is

crafting potential marketing events

to benefit our industry in those

developing markets.

“With an optimistic forecast of

the respective economies in the

aforementioned Middle East and

African countries – which have

been among the top export destina-

tions for Malaysian timber and tim-

ber products for the past decade –

MTC forecasts improved buying

power and better requirements for

timber and timber products from

the region,” he said.

Developing markets for

Malaysian timber products in the

African countries including Egypt

and Algeria, projected an optimistic

outlook especially for sawn timber,

panel products, FJLB, engineered

flooring, decking, home and out-

door furniture, as well as furniture

components.

Leveraging MTC’s initiatives

It is now time for Malaysian tim-

ber companies to regain lost ground

in the markets of South Asia, the

Middle East and Africa, via MTC’s

programmes and initiatives.These

include business-to-business (B2B)

matchmaking and industry dia-

logues to engage with important

timber trade communities and pro-

vide updates on current develop-

ments, as well as physical and virtu-

al exhibitions.

Khairul shared, “Once interna-

tional travel restrictions are

removed, we will move forward

with a renewed focus on our pro-

motional activities, including out-

wardmarketingmissions and inter-

national events.”

“We will continue to hold virtual

events for exchange of ideas and

networking to encourage greater

Malaysian timber companies’ inter-

action with potential international

stakeholders,” he said.

POCKETS OF EXPORT OPPORTUNITY FOR TIMBER COMPANIES

Economic recovery across South Asia, the Middle East and Africa unlock new business opportunities

MTC is taking a more targeted

approach, instead of a one-size-

fits-all solution, as MTC has to

carefully recognise the areas with

the best potential for the industry,

said Khairul.

Flood trauma affecting students
Teens unable to focus on their studies after weekend natural disaster

PETALING JAYA: Students living

in areas devastated by the floods

are having their study plans dis-

rupted as their learning materials

were destroyed, while they also

deal with other facets of the natural

disaster.

Laila Najwa Shahrim, 17, said

nowwas not the time to think about

her Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM)

preparations as her family need to

clean their muddy home in Nilai,

Negri Sembilan.

“Even though studying is a prior-

ity for me, I can’t let my family

clean the house themselves while

I’m studying upstairs – it doesn’t

feel right.

“So, I’m just going to hope that I

have enough time to prepare for

SPM,” she said.

Laila Najwa is fortunate because

her home still has electricity and

phone connection.

Some of her modules have been

damaged, but amajority of her fam-

ily’s belongings are still intact.

A student, who wants to be

known as Amy, lost all her books

when floodwaters entered her

home on Saturday night.

The 17-year-old, who will be sit-

ting for SPM in March, does not

know how she will be able to con-

centrate on studying seeing the

damage to her home in Taman Sri

Muda, Selangor.

“Right now, my mind is just on

helping my family get our house

and lives back in order,” she said,

adding that it was difficult to sleep

at night due to the stress.

Her family was only rescued by

volunteers late Sunday night, and

transferred to the Taman Sri Muda

bridge where they made their way

to a relative’s house in Subang Jaya.

Pravin Periasamy, 19, who lives

in Taman Sri Muda, said the havoc

wreaked on his family home had

affected his university enrolment

plans.

“I need time to mentally recover

before I can focus on studying

again,” he said.

Taman Sri Muda is one of the

worst-hit areas by the weekend

floods, with the ground floor of

many houses inundated.

Pravin said the “dangerously

high water levels” short-circuited

the double-storey home’s electrici-

ty, weakened telephone signals,

damaged property, and forced the

entire family to stay in a single

room until they were rescued by

volunteers.

He added that it was thanks to

pockets of cellular signal that they

managed to contact someone to res-

cue them.

The family of five was finally

evacuated at 5pm on Monday and

reacheda friend’s house in Selayang

at 11pm.

“I would like to thank the volun-

teers and the uniformed bodies that

helped out,” Pravin said, adding

that they also fed his sick grand-

mother and parents, and brought

the family pet dog to safety.

A-Level student Darren Daniel

Yap Chin Ong, 17, has been unable

to sleep, study or focus properly

after witnessing water enter his

home in Bandar Botanic, Klang.

He saidwater started rising in the

monsoon drain behind his house

around midnight on Saturday, and

the power supply got cut at 3am

before returning at 9am.

“Soon, water started to flow out

of the bathroom and into the kitch-

en,” he said, adding that overall, the

water level was quite low, thus

making evacuation unnecessary.

He and his mother frantically

tried to scoop water in pails and

throw it out, but soon gave up,

while his father was stuck in the

flood on a highway.

“I started to cry as I thought the

house was going to be badly dam-

aged. I could not sleep that night

due to the constant nightmares I

had about the flood,” he said.

By REBECCA RAJAENDRAM

rebeccagr@thestar.com.my

To safer territory: Pravin (in blue) and his sister

Yashnee moving their dog onto a boat at Taman Sri

Muda in Shah Alam.

At threatening level: The overflowing monsoon

drain seen from Darren’s house in Bandar Botanic,

Klang.
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THE gradual return to normalcy for

countries in South Asia, the Middle

East and Africa is set to drive

demand and new trade opportuni-

ties for timber and timber-based

products.

Malaysian Timber Council (MTC)

South Asia, Middle East and Africa

international business develop-

ment division director Khairul

Anwar said that moving forward,

the council will pitch into the mar-

ket potential of specific cities, rather

than an overall region, to find the

best potential for the country’s tim-

ber players.

“We’re taking a more targeted

approach instead of a one-size-fits-

all solution, as for us in MTC, we

have to carefully recognise the

areas with the best potential for the

industry,” he said.

> South Asia

The South Asia region is forecast-

ed to grow by 7.1% in 2021 and

2022, owing to the rebound of glob-

al demand and targeted contain-

ment measures to help minimise

the economic impact of the Covid-

19 waves, thus translating to pro-

jects with a trickle-down effect for

Malaysian timber companies.

The InternationalMonetary Fund

retained India’s growth projection

of 9.5% in 2021 and 8.5% in 2022 as

a result of an increase in public

investment and incentives to boost

manufacturing.

In turn, this signals a rapidly

growing market in terms of demo-

graphics, which will help propel the

demand for timber-based products.

Khairul also highlights thatMumbai

and Goa holds many new opportu-

nities due to its robust manufactur-

ing and tourism sectors.

Nepal’s economy is anticipated to

growby 4.1% in the fiscal year 2022,

up from an estimated growth of

2.3% in 2021, while in Bangladesh,

the continued recovery in exports

and consumption will help growth

rates improve to 6.4% in the fiscal

year 2021 to 2022.

Khairul sees Nepal and

Bangladesh as upcoming markets

for Malaysian timber products, as

the country’s population is now

transforming itself with higher pur-

chasing power across projects for

residences, offices, tourism and

overall infrastructure.

As tourism activities pick up in

the Maldives, its gross domestic

product (GDP) is projected to grow

by 22.3% in 2021, while Sri Lanka’s

economy will remain on a recovery

path in 2022 with real GDP expand-

ing by 4.1%.

“Malaysian interior décor, includ-

ing wood-based furniture, are

admired for their durability and

quality, with rising demand for val-

ue-added timber products from

high net-worth individuals in the

South Asia region,” he revealed.

The resurgence of hardwood

prices is likely to continue through

2022, including an increase in sawn

timber prices due to improved

demand from hotel and resort ren-

ovation in the Maldives, as well as

five-star properties in India and Sri

Lanka.

Furthermore, there has been a

steep rise in housing demand from

millennials opting for work-from-

home offices and expanding home

ownership of women, thus

Malaysian manufacturers must

adapt to these ‘new norms’ by intro-

ducing innovative wood and furni-

ture designs to prospective buyers.

On timber products that are gain-

ing popularity in the region, he

pointed to finger-jointed laminated

boards (FJLB), engineered flooring,

glue-laminated products and ori-

ented strand boards that have been

gaining momentum among the

specifiers and architects.

He added, “Innovative oil palm

trunk products will be introduced

to the buyers to showcase their effi-

cacy and utility.”

> Middle East and Africa

Meanwhile, the Middle East is

seeing trillion-dollar projects from

the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and

Saudi Arabia, which are two coun-

tries in the region that MTC is look-

ing forward to next year.

UAE estimates 1.2% GDP growth

in 2021 and 2.5% in 2022 to 2023, to

be further driven by government as

well as private expenditure, while

Saudi Arabia will be supported by

firmer global oil demand with GDP

growth expected to reach 2.4% in

2021.

The latter is also looking to move

away from an oil-based economy

through diversification efforts in

education and eco-tourism.

The Gulf Cooperation Council

economies are generally expected

to return to an aggregate growth of

2.2% in 2021, according to the latest

issue of the World Bank Gulf

Economic Update. Which means

countries such as Oman, Qatar,

Bahrain, Turkey and Iran will likely

improve their sourcing activities

fromMalaysia, added Khairul.

Timber products that are highly

sought-after for the Middle East

region are panel products, sawn

timber, home furniture and furni-

ture components.

The medium-term outlook for

Mauritius is a strong recovery with

real GDP growth projected to aver-

age 7.1% over the next two years,

while Kenya’s economy is projected

to grow by 5.0% in 2021 and 5.9% in

2022. For South Africa, real GDP

growth is projected at 3.0% in 2021.

“Africa is an interesting region,

especially Kenya, as an untapped

marketwith a lot of promise.MTC is

crafting potential marketing events

to benefit our industry in those

developing markets.

“With an optimistic forecast of

the respective economies in the

aforementioned Middle East and

African countries – which have

been among the top export destina-

tions for Malaysian timber and tim-

ber products for the past decade –

MTC forecasts improved buying

power and better requirements for

timber and timber products from

the region,” he said.

Developing markets for

Malaysian timber products in the

African countries including Egypt

and Algeria, projected an optimistic

outlook especially for sawn timber,

panel products, FJLB, engineered

flooring, decking, home and out-

door furniture, as well as furniture

components.

Leveraging MTC’s initiatives

It is now time for Malaysian tim-

ber companies to regain lost ground

in the markets of South Asia, the

Middle East and Africa, via MTC’s

programmes and initiatives.These

include business-to-business (B2B)

matchmaking and industry dia-

logues to engage with important

timber trade communities and pro-

vide updates on current develop-

ments, as well as physical and virtu-

al exhibitions.

Khairul shared, “Once interna-

tional travel restrictions are

removed, we will move forward

with a renewed focus on our pro-

motional activities, including out-

wardmarketingmissions and inter-

national events.”

“We will continue to hold virtual

events for exchange of ideas and

networking to encourage greater

Malaysian timber companies’ inter-

action with potential international

stakeholders,” he said.

POCKETS OF EXPORT OPPORTUNITY FOR TIMBER COMPANIES

Economic recovery across South Asia, the Middle East and Africa unlock new business opportunities

MTC is taking a more targeted

approach, instead of a one-size-

fits-all solution, as MTC has to

carefully recognise the areas with

the best potential for the industry,

said Khairul.

Flood trauma affecting students
Teens unable to focus on their studies after weekend natural disaster

PETALING JAYA: Students living

in areas devastated by the floods

are having their study plans dis-

rupted as their learning materials

were destroyed, while they also

deal with other facets of the natural

disaster.

Laila Najwa Shahrim, 17, said

nowwas not the time to think about

her Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM)

preparations as her family need to

clean their muddy home in Nilai,

Negri Sembilan.

“Even though studying is a prior-

ity for me, I can’t let my family

clean the house themselves while

I’m studying upstairs – it doesn’t

feel right.

“So, I’m just going to hope that I

have enough time to prepare for

SPM,” she said.

Laila Najwa is fortunate because

her home still has electricity and

phone connection.

Some of her modules have been

damaged, but amajority of her fam-

ily’s belongings are still intact.

A student, who wants to be

known as Amy, lost all her books

when floodwaters entered her

home on Saturday night.

The 17-year-old, who will be sit-

ting for SPM in March, does not

know how she will be able to con-

centrate on studying seeing the

damage to her home in Taman Sri

Muda, Selangor.

“Right now, my mind is just on

helping my family get our house

and lives back in order,” she said,

adding that it was difficult to sleep

at night due to the stress.

Her family was only rescued by

volunteers late Sunday night, and

transferred to the Taman Sri Muda

bridge where they made their way

to a relative’s house in Subang Jaya.

Pravin Periasamy, 19, who lives

in Taman Sri Muda, said the havoc

wreaked on his family home had

affected his university enrolment

plans.

“I need time to mentally recover

before I can focus on studying

again,” he said.

Taman Sri Muda is one of the

worst-hit areas by the weekend

floods, with the ground floor of

many houses inundated.

Pravin said the “dangerously

high water levels” short-circuited

the double-storey home’s electrici-

ty, weakened telephone signals,

damaged property, and forced the

entire family to stay in a single

room until they were rescued by

volunteers.

He added that it was thanks to

pockets of cellular signal that they

managed to contact someone to res-

cue them.

The family of five was finally

evacuated at 5pm on Monday and

reacheda friend’s house in Selayang

at 11pm.

“I would like to thank the volun-

teers and the uniformed bodies that

helped out,” Pravin said, adding

that they also fed his sick grand-

mother and parents, and brought

the family pet dog to safety.

A-Level student Darren Daniel

Yap Chin Ong, 17, has been unable

to sleep, study or focus properly

after witnessing water enter his

home in Bandar Botanic, Klang.

He saidwater started rising in the

monsoon drain behind his house

around midnight on Saturday, and

the power supply got cut at 3am

before returning at 9am.

“Soon, water started to flow out

of the bathroom and into the kitch-

en,” he said, adding that overall, the

water level was quite low, thus

making evacuation unnecessary.

He and his mother frantically

tried to scoop water in pails and

throw it out, but soon gave up,

while his father was stuck in the

flood on a highway.

“I started to cry as I thought the

house was going to be badly dam-

aged. I could not sleep that night

due to the constant nightmares I

had about the flood,” he said.

By REBECCA RAJAENDRAM

rebeccagr@thestar.com.my

To safer territory: Pravin (in blue) and his sister

Yashnee moving their dog onto a boat at Taman Sri

Muda in Shah Alam.

At threatening level: The overflowing monsoon

drain seen from Darren’s house in Bandar Botanic,

Klang.
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GETTING the buy-in of the younger

generation to work in the timber

industry has often been difficult

due to its 3D – dirty, dangerous and

demeaning – stigma, but there is a

gradual shift in such perceptions.

Through programmes such as the

Engineer Placement and Internship

in Timber Industry Programme

(EPIP) and the Young Entrepreneur

Society (YES), theMalaysian Timber

Council (MTC) is encouraging the

adoption of technology and the

increased participation of knowl-

edge workers and younger talents

to breathe new life into the timber

industry.

EPIP

Aside from being a rallying call to

ensure human capital readiness to

drive digitalisation and automation

in the industry towards IR4.0, the

inaugural EPIP launched in March

2021 has become a platform to

approach the young generation in

changing their perception of the

timber industry.

A first for the industry, the pro-

gramme is a collaboration with

higher education institutions (HEIs)

and the Malaysian timber associa-

tions,with the aimof enabling small

and medium enterprises (SMEs)

and non-SMEs to employ profes-

sional technical personnel to devel-

op their careers in the timber indus-

try.

It is a one-year programme for

engineers to receive on-the-job

training under the guidance of a

professional, as well as undergrad-

uates who are doing their industrial

training. Under the programme,

MTCwill absorb the training cost, as

well as the monthly allowances for

engineers and interns.

“Although the timber industry is

stuck with the 3D stigma, there has

been positive change as 282 engi-

neers applied to be a part of EPIP,”

said MTC industry development

division senior manager Adeline

Goh.

From the timber industry, 49

companies have applied for EPIP

2021, in addition to nine companies

booking engineers for the pro-

gramme’s second intake.

She added, “The need for engi-

neers is becoming more crucial as

timber-based manufacturers

remodel their operations towards

digitalisation and smart manufac-

turing, primarily due to the impact

of the Covid-19 pandemic on busi-

nesses.”

Moreover, there has been good

response from HEIs, as MTC has

signed memorandums of under-

standingwith eight universities and

the Education Ministry’s polytech-

nic education and community col-

lege department thus far.

Moving forward, the plan is to

actively reach out to the industry

and increase networkingwith train-

ing providers and HEIs for possible

collaborations, including to expand

the programme to diploma holders,

other community colleges and

on-the-job training.

The main focus would be to iden-

tify the needs and pain points of

timber companies through greater

engagement efforts. This is in order

to gain better understanding of the

company’s requirements before

selecting engineers in the appropri-

ate disciplines, Goh explained.

YES

Aside from bringing the younger

generation into the timber industry,

another prevailing challenge for

companies is business continuity

and succession planning – especial-

ly in family-run companies.

Addressing those concerns is the

YES programme, which is dedicated

to assisting founders and successors

through leadership transition and

development, said MTC industry

development division director

Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob.

The programme aims to build

competent, knowledgeable and suc-

cessful leaders in the business man-

agement aspects, as one of the

efforts to ensure the industry’s sus-

tainability.

There are two parts of the pro-

gramme, namely the 12-month

Leadership Transition Programme

for founders and the 18-month

Leadership Development

Programme for successors, with

MTC sponsoring 70% of the training

fee for each participant.

The inaugural programme sees

founders participating from August

2021 to July 2022, while successors

participate from June 2021 to

November 2022.

“Members meet monthly in ses-

sions to exchange experiences,

ideas, opinions, problems and

opportunities, with the aim of pro-

viding each other with direct and

honest feedback on vital manage-

ment issues.

“They receive valuable insights

on major decisions before they

make them, thus reducing much of

the risk and uncertainty,” he said,

adding that each group is facilitated

by a highly trained business profes-

sional called the chair, who also

meetswith eachmember in one-on-

one sessions for two hours per

month to focus on individual issues.

Aside from gaining better under-

standing and networking opportu-

nities among members within the

various sectors of the timber indus-

try, with external business experts

to give a fresh perspective and new

ideas, Mokhtar shared that the pro-

gramme also provides access to a

global community of more than

23,000 members for best practices

and benchmarking measures, via

the interactiveMy Vistage platform.

Among the learnings that will be

implemented in the module over

the next six months would be to

maintain a small group size of 12 to

16 members with no conflicts of

interests, via a physical or hybrid

approach to ensure better engage-

ment, he said.

He added that moving forward,

the focus would also be on canvass-

ing for more members and evaluat-

ing the programme once its full

cycle is complete.

An industry representative who

has participated in the YES

Leadership Development

Programme, Pine Horizon Sdn Bhd

operations vice president Lim Yi

Syuen shared, “My participation in

the programme enabled me to con-

nect with the next generation of

industry captains across the entire

supply chain of the timber trade.

“This platform pioneered by MTC

and facilitated by Vistage guides the

next-in-line of the organisation to

bring the company to greater

heights.”

The programmes are among

MTC’s efforts to drive the timber

industry’s sustainable growth, as

part of its five-year roadmap.

Another recent MTC initiative to

recognise the contributions and

progress of timber companies is the

MTC Malaysian Timber Industry

Awards 2022, which is now open

for applications until Nov 30.

Scan the QR code for more infor-

mation on the awards programme.

KNOWLEDGE TALENTS KEY TO TRANSFORMATION

MTC’s EPIP and YES programmes focus on business continuity and succession

Mokhtar and Goh are in charge of the EPIP and YES programmes.

Mission schools get financial aid
Grants to help institutions in Sabah and Sarawak with maintenance works

KUCHING: Grants totalling

RM3.8mil have been presented to 30

Roman Catholic mission schools in

Kuching through the Unit for Other

Religions (Unifor), says Assistant

Minister of Local GovernmentDatuk

Dr PenguangManggil.

The grants demonstrated the

Sarawak government’s commitment

to enhance the prestige of mission

schools,whichhad longbeen apillar

of unity in the state, he said.

“This is the first time such assis-

tance has been given to mission

schools by the state government.

“It is a commendablemove in line

with the government’s policy of

inclusivity for all races and religions

in Sarawak,” he said at the presenta-

tion ceremony here yesterday.

Penguang,whoisalsotheSarawak

Roman Catholic mission schools

adviser, said the state government

was also committed to ensuring

good infrastructure and facilities for

mission schools in the state.

“The mission schools executive

committee under Unifor was set up

to assist mission schools to manage

and upgrade their facilities,” he

added.

The grants are part of an initial

RM15mil allocated by the state gov-

ernment through Unifor to 123 mis-

sion schools in Sarawak this year.

For the Roman Catholic denomi-

nation, grants of RM2.76mil were

also distributed to 23 schools in

Sibu and RM840,000 to seven

schools in Miri.

The Anglican Diocese of Kuching

received an allocation of RM6mil

for its 50 schools statewide.

For the Methodist denomination,

the Sarawak Iban Annual Con-

ference received an allocation of

RM960,000 for eight schools while

the Sarawak Chinese Annual Con-

ference was allocated RM600,000.

In Sandakan, a total of RM177,980

was provided by the Federal

Government to four churches in

east coast Sandakan to carry out

maintenance and repair works.

Three of the churches which

received the funding were from

Basel Christian Church of Malaysia

(BCCM) Sandakan, Sibuga and

Singkang while the fourth was for

the Methodist Church Sandakan.

The federal financial assistance

programme was under the emer-

gency work, repair and mainte-

nance for non-Islamic religious bod-

ies from the National UnityMinistry.

Sabah MCA treasurer Datuk Chin

Kim Hiung, who is also Libaran

MCA division chief, said he assisted

the churches by handing over the

application to the then National

Unity deputy minister Datuk Seri Ti

Lian Ker in May.

He said BCCM Sandakan and

BCCM Sibuga each received RM

30,000, BCCM Singkang received

RM37,980 and Methodist Church

Sandakan received RM80,000 to

carry out emergency works, repair

and maintenance of their respec-

tive facilities.

Chin and other local MCA leaders

met with the representatives of the

churches on Tuesday. The repre-

sentatives thanked the Federal

Government and Chin for assisting

them in obtaining the funds.

By SHARON LING

and MUGUTAN VANAR

newdesk@thestar.com.my

TwoMalaysian experts are now fellows of TWAS

PETALING JAYA: Two Malaysians,

who are experts in their respective

fields, have been selected as fellows

of The World Academy of Sciences

(TWAS).

A medical physicist from Univer-

siti Malaya, Prof Dr Ng KwanHoong,

as well as Prof Datuk DrWan Ramli

Wan Daud, an expert in chemical

engineering from Universiti

Kebangsaan Malaysia, received the

goodnews onMonday in the formof

letters from the Italy-based TWAS.

Billed as the voice of science in

the South, TWAS was set up for the

advancement of science in develop-

ing countries, and supports sustain-

able prosperity through research,

education, policy and diplomacy.

TWAS was founded in 1983 by a

group of distinguished scientists

from thedevelopingworldunder the

leadership of Prof Mohammad

Abdus Salam, a Pakistani physicist

and Nobel laureate, with the belief

that developing nations can address

issues such as hunger, disease and

poverty by building upon strengths

in science and engineering.

The appointments of Prof Ng and

Prof Wan Ramli, which takes effect

from Jan 1, 2022, were decided

earlier this month.

Prof Wan Ramli is renowned for

his work in sustainable hydrogen

fuel cell technology. He won the

Merdeka Award in 2016 and was

recognised last year as an outstand-

ing academicianwho champions the

use of theMalay language in science.

In 2018, Prof Ng was honoured

with the Marie Sklodowska-Curie

Award by the International Organ-

isation for Medical Physics for his

work in medical physics.

Last December, Prof Ng was

among four recipients honoured

with the Merdeka Award for their

contribution towards a more sus-

tainable Malaysia.

He was also conferred the

Outstanding Scholastic Achieve-

ment award for his educational and

pioneering work towards advanc-

ing the fields ofmedical physics and

radiation medicine in Malaysia.

In the letters addressed to Prof Ng

and Prof Wan Ramli, TWAS presi-

dent ProfMohamedHAHassan said:

“Your election is a clear indication of

your outstanding contribution to sci-

ence and its promotion in the devel-

opingworld.Wewill be honoured to

have you among our members.”

When contacted, Prof Ng said: “I

am delighted and honoured to be

elected as a fellow of TWAS. I look

forward to contributing more in

advancing science for a sustainable,

equitable and harmonious world.”

Originally known as the Third

World Academy of Sciences, TWAS

had 42 elected fellows, nine of them

Nobel laureates. The name was

changed in 2004 to “The academy of

sciences for the developing world”

and then to its current form in 2012.

TWAS now has 1,296 elected fel-

lows consisting of some of the

world’smost accomplished scientists

and engineers from over 100 coun-

tries, 11 of them Nobel laureates.

About 84% come from develop-

ing nations, while the rest are scien-

tists from the developed world

whose work has had a significant

impact in the South.

By MENG YEW CHOONG

ycmeng@thestar.com.my
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DATA-DRIVEN INSIGHTS TO POWER INDUSTRY GROWTH

MTC leverages data and analysis to drive greater value for optimal impact

WITH the timber industry being

the third largest export contribu-

tor in Malaysia’s agri-commodity

sector, the Malaysian Timber

Council (MTC) has a pivotal role in

safeguarding the interests of the

timber industry, as it continues to

strengthen the industry’s presence

in the global timber arena.

Since the Covid-19 pandemic hit

in 2020, the council has unerringly

restrategised and revamped its

programmes to initiate transfor-

mation for the industry.

This is in order to bring the tim-

ber industry to greater heights by

building it to be more resilient,

sustainable and modernised, said

MTC strategic planning division

director Lau Li Har.

In line with that objective, MTC

has organised various industry

and business development pro-

grammes in its continuing efforts

to strengthen and expand the

industry to be more competitive

globally.

A vital element in ensuring the

effectiveness of these pro-

grammes, she stressed, is trade

information and data analysis,

which MTC has been strengthen-

ing since 2020.

Impactful programmes

While the importance of digital-

isation and e-commerce has

become more apparent during the

height of the Covid-19 pandemic, it

is necessary to first identify the

problem before implementing

suitable programmes and digital

solutions for the increased com-

petitiveness and growth of timber

companies.

As such, MTC commissioned a

study in 2020 to examine the level

of ICT adoption by the Malaysian

timber and timber product com-

panies, which resulted in the

launch of the MTC Digital

Marketing Entrepreneurship

Programme (DMEP) this year.

In addition, 17 digital marketing

webinars have been organised

continuously throughout the year,

alongside introducing other new

programmes.

Another key challenge faced by

timber companies is the heavy

administrative burden, in terms of

compliance with various acts and

regulations in their operations.

In hopes of lowering such oper-

ational barriers, MTC commis-

sioned a study this year to offer

transparency for the existing tim-

ber businesses and potential

investors into the industry on reg-

ulatory requirements set at the

federal, state and municipal lev-

els.

“As a follow-up for the study on

license and permit requirements,

MTC is in the midst of setting up a

one-stop information portal to

publish the study’s findings as

easy reference for the industry

and the public alike,” she revealed.

She added that the one-stop

information portal is planned to

be completed by 2022.

To learn from the lessons of the

pandemic among other trade dis-

ruptions, Lau said that MTC has

also conducted a study to identify

the constraints, challenges and

barriers faced by the Malaysian

timber industry, as well as pin-

point aspects for consideration in

establishing a robust supply chain

moving forward.

Setting the right direction

The market intelligence collect-

ed, analysed and disseminated by

MTC is also crucial for the

Government to make data-driven

decisions for the industry, Lau

explained.

Such decisions range from bilat-

eral and multilateral trade negoti-

ations by Malaysia and its trade

partners to regulation and indus-

try blueprint drafting processes,

as well as government incentives

and non-tariff barrier issues.

For instance, MTC has contribut-

ed to the country’s bilateral com-

munications with over 20 trade

partners and the formulation of

the National Agricommodity

Policy 2021-2030.

Aside from commissioning stud-

ies, it actively manages issues

impacting the development of the

timber industry, which could

potentially damage the viability

and competitiveness of the

Malaysian timber industry in the

international market.

With 2022 expected to be anoth-

er challenging year for the timber

industry in its recovery stage, the

timber industry is nevertheless

expected to remain resilient.

It will be fueled by the ongoing

global supply shortage of timber

products, the resumption of con-

struction projects and private con-

sumption in major export mar-

kets.

Among the opportunities, Lau

pointed out the rising importance

of environmental, social and gov-

ernance (ESG) considerations and

the circular economy in the tim-

ber industry, for the purpose of

market access to domestic and

international markets.

MTC is exploring the viability of

establishing an ESG template for

the timber industry, as it foresees

increased interest and demand

not only for certified timber prod-

ucts, but also other ESG and other

sustainability factors gaining

more traction as a factor for mar-

ket access to Europe and beyond.

There is also more room for

export growth in value-added tim-

ber products, especially wooden

furniture, against the backdrop of

the ongoing United States-China

trade tensions and China’s energy

crisis and emission crackdown for

the manufacturing sector.

To capitalise on new opportuni-

ties, MTC is analysing the pockets

of potential growth and risks of

timber importing countries in its

database, which will serve as a

guide for MTC’s annual budget,

programmes and activities plan-

ning.

“MTC will continue building and

strengthening its database of mar-

ket and industry information to

unlock a wealth of information

useful for the organisation, indus-

try and Government to make

data-driven plans and decisions,”

she said.

These are among MTC’s efforts

to drive the timber industry’s sus-

tainable growth, as part of its five-

year roadmap.

Another recent MTC initiative to

recognise the contributions and

progress of timber companies is

the MTC Malaysian Timber

Industry Awards 2022, which is

now open for applications until

Nov 30.

Scan the QR code for more infor-

mation on the awards programme.

MTC will continue building and

strengthening its database of mar-

ket and industry information to

unlock a wealth of information

useful for the organisation, indus-

try and Government to make

data-driven plans and decisions,

said Lau.

A joyful reunion, 25 years later

PETALING JAYA: Disney character, Mickey

Mouse, is synonymous with bringing smiles,

but in the case of two long-lost buddies, he

brought tears ... of joy.

Factory worker Mohd Zulnurain Abbas,

also called Olan, and lorry driver Nagarajan

Vijian, both 38, reunited at the latter’s birth-

day party in Johor recently after having lost

touch for 25 years.

In a TikTok video that has gone viral on

social media, Olan attended Nagarajan’s

birthday party in a Mickey Mouse costume to

surprise his best friend from childhood.

After Nagarajan was asked to remove

Olan’sMickeyMouse costumehead, he imme-

diately recognisedhis old pal and theyhugged

as tears of joy rolled down their cheeks.

The friendship between the two men from

different cultural backgrounds touched the

hearts of many Malaysians.

Olan said they met when they were just

two years old and living at an estate in Jasin

Lalang in Jasin, Melaka.

“Mymum– a singlemother –worked in the

estate, while Raja (Nagarajan) lived with his

grandmother in the same neighbourhood

where his grandfather was a rubber tapper.

“We were so close. I spent my time after

school at his house while his grandmother

babysat us till my mum finished work.

“Raja taught me Tamil. We used it all the

time and I’m fluent in the language until

today,” the father of four told mStar, the

Malay-language portal of Star Media Group.

Olan also remembers being whipped by

Raja’s grandmother with a rubber pipe

because they were mischievous.

“She warned us not to play in the rain, but

we still did and got drenched and dirty after

lying in the mud,” he said.

The good times came to a halt when they

were 12 years old and Raja moved to Pagoh,

Johor to live with his parents and siblings.

Olan recalled the dramatic farewell when

he chased after the taxi Raja was in with his

parents.

“I saw Raja stick his head out of the taxi

window screamingmyname. I could not real-

ly remember how far I ran or how many

times I shouted his name, but only that I

stopped when I stumbled and fell down.

“That was the last time I saw Raja,” said

Olan, who continued living in Melaka but

moved to Alor Gajah in a different district.

Olan said theywere supposed tomeet up in

January when another friend and former

estate resident, namedHema, gave him Raja’s

phone number.

“I bumped into Hema at a grocery store.

She gave me Raja’s number and since then,

we have been making plans to meet.

“However, due to the movement control

order we had to postpone our meeting,” said

Olan, who arranged the birthday surprise

with Raja’s wife.

“Raja’s birthday was on Nov 4 and coincid-

ed with Deepavali. With the help of Raja’s

wife, we ‘pranked’ him.

“I was already shedding tears under the

costume when I saw him. He still has the

same look and smile,” Olan said, adding that

his prayers to meet Raja, a dad of three, have

finally been granted.

Aw, gee, I missed you: Olan and Raja

happy to meet again after a long time.

By IWAN SHU-ASWAD SHUAIB

newsdesk@thestar.com.my

Birthday prank reunites long-lost besties
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WITH the timber industry being

the third largest export contribu-

tor in Malaysia’s agri-commodity

sector, the Malaysian Timber

Council (MTC) has a pivotal role in

safeguarding the interests of the

timber industry, as it continues to

strengthen the industry’s presence

in the global timber arena.

Since the Covid-19 pandemic hit

in 2020, the council has unerringly

restrategised and revamped its

programmes to initiate transfor-

mation for the industry.

This is in order to bring the tim-

ber industry to greater heights by

building it to be more resilient,

sustainable and modernised, said

MTC strategic planning division

director Lau Li Har.

In line with that objective, MTC

has organised various industry

and business development pro-

grammes in its continuing efforts

to strengthen and expand the

industry to be more competitive

globally.

A vital element in ensuring the

effectiveness of these pro-

grammes, she stressed, is trade

information and data analysis,

which MTC has been strengthen-

ing since 2020.

Impactful programmes

While the importance of digital-

isation and e-commerce has

become more apparent during the

height of the Covid-19 pandemic, it

is necessary to first identify the

problem before implementing

suitable programmes and digital

solutions for the increased com-

petitiveness and growth of timber

companies.

As such, MTC commissioned a

study in 2020 to examine the level

of ICT adoption by the Malaysian

timber and timber product com-

panies, which resulted in the

launch of the MTC Digital

Marketing Entrepreneurship

Programme (DMEP) this year.

In addition, 17 digital marketing

webinars have been organised

continuously throughout the year,

alongside introducing other new

programmes.

Another key challenge faced by

timber companies is the heavy

administrative burden, in terms of

compliance with various acts and

regulations in their operations.

In hopes of lowering such oper-

ational barriers, MTC commis-

sioned a study this year to offer

transparency for the existing tim-

ber businesses and potential

investors into the industry on reg-

ulatory requirements set at the

federal, state and municipal lev-

els.

“As a follow-up for the study on

license and permit requirements,

MTC is in the midst of setting up a

one-stop information portal to

publish the study’s findings as

easy reference for the industry

and the public alike,” she revealed.

She added that the one-stop

information portal is planned to

be completed by 2022.

To learn from the lessons of the

pandemic among other trade dis-

ruptions, Lau said that MTC has

also conducted a study to identify

the constraints, challenges and

barriers faced by the Malaysian

timber industry, as well as pin-

point aspects for consideration in

establishing a robust supply chain

moving forward.

Setting the right direction

The market intelligence collect-

ed, analysed and disseminated by

MTC is also crucial for the

Government to make data-driven

decisions for the industry, Lau

explained.

Such decisions range from bilat-

eral and multilateral trade negoti-

ations by Malaysia and its trade

partners to regulation and indus-

try blueprint drafting processes,

as well as government incentives

and non-tariff barrier issues.

For instance, MTC has contribut-

ed to the country’s bilateral com-

munications with over 20 trade

partners and the formulation of

the National Agricommodity

Policy 2021-2030.

Aside from commissioning stud-

ies, it actively manages issues

impacting the development of the

timber industry, which could

potentially damage the viability

and competitiveness of the

Malaysian timber industry in the

international market.

With 2022 expected to be anoth-

er challenging year for the timber

industry in its recovery stage, the

timber industry is nevertheless

expected to remain resilient.

It will be fueled by the ongoing

global supply shortage of timber

products, the resumption of con-

struction projects and private con-

sumption in major export mar-

kets.

Among the opportunities, Lau

pointed out the rising importance

of environmental, social and gov-

ernance (ESG) considerations and

the circular economy in the tim-

ber industry, for the purpose of

market access to domestic and

international markets.

MTC is exploring the viability of

establishing an ESG template for

the timber industry, as it foresees

increased interest and demand

not only for certified timber prod-

ucts, but also other ESG and other

sustainability factors gaining

more traction as a factor for mar-

ket access to Europe and beyond.

There is also more room for

export growth in value-added tim-

ber products, especially wooden

furniture, against the backdrop of

the ongoing United States-China

trade tensions and China’s energy

crisis and emission crackdown for

the manufacturing sector.

To capitalise on new opportuni-

ties, MTC is analysing the pockets

of potential growth and risks of

timber importing countries in its

database, which will serve as a

guide for MTC’s annual budget,

programmes and activities plan-

ning.

“MTC will continue building and

strengthening its database of mar-

ket and industry information to

unlock a wealth of information

useful for the organisation, indus-

try and Government to make

data-driven plans and decisions,”

she said.

These are among MTC’s efforts

to drive the timber industry’s sus-

tainable growth, as part of its five-

year roadmap.

Another recent MTC initiative to

recognise the contributions and

progress of timber companies is

the MTC Malaysian Timber

Industry Awards 2022, which is

now open for applications until

Nov 30.

Scan the QR code for more infor-

mation on the awards programme.

MTC will continue building and

strengthening its database of mar-

ket and industry information to

unlock a wealth of information

useful for the organisation, indus-

try and Government to make

data-driven plans and decisions,

said Lau.

A joyful reunion, 25 years later

PETALING JAYA: Disney character, Mickey

Mouse, is synonymous with bringing smiles,

but in the case of two long-lost buddies, he

brought tears ... of joy.

Factory worker Mohd Zulnurain Abbas,

also called Olan, and lorry driver Nagarajan

Vijian, both 38, reunited at the latter’s birth-

day party in Johor recently after having lost

touch for 25 years.

In a TikTok video that has gone viral on

social media, Olan attended Nagarajan’s

birthday party in a Mickey Mouse costume to

surprise his best friend from childhood.

After Nagarajan was asked to remove

Olan’sMickeyMouse costumehead, he imme-

diately recognisedhis old pal and theyhugged

as tears of joy rolled down their cheeks.

The friendship between the two men from

different cultural backgrounds touched the

hearts of many Malaysians.

Olan said they met when they were just

two years old and living at an estate in Jasin

Lalang in Jasin, Melaka.

“Mymum– a singlemother –worked in the

estate, while Raja (Nagarajan) lived with his

grandmother in the same neighbourhood

where his grandfather was a rubber tapper.

“We were so close. I spent my time after

school at his house while his grandmother

babysat us till my mum finished work.

“Raja taught me Tamil. We used it all the

time and I’m fluent in the language until

today,” the father of four told mStar, the

Malay-language portal of Star Media Group.

Olan also remembers being whipped by

Raja’s grandmother with a rubber pipe

because they were mischievous.

“She warned us not to play in the rain, but

we still did and got drenched and dirty after

lying in the mud,” he said.

The good times came to a halt when they

were 12 years old and Raja moved to Pagoh,

Johor to live with his parents and siblings.

Olan recalled the dramatic farewell when

he chased after the taxi Raja was in with his

parents.

“I saw Raja stick his head out of the taxi

window screamingmyname. I could not real-

ly remember how far I ran or how many

times I shouted his name, but only that I

stopped when I stumbled and fell down.

“That was the last time I saw Raja,” said

Olan, who continued living in Melaka but

moved to Alor Gajah in a different district.

Olan said theywere supposed tomeet up in

January when another friend and former

estate resident, namedHema, gave him Raja’s

phone number.

“I bumped into Hema at a grocery store.

She gave me Raja’s number and since then,

we have been making plans to meet.

“However, due to the movement control

order we had to postpone our meeting,” said

Olan, who arranged the birthday surprise

with Raja’s wife.

“Raja’s birthday was on Nov 4 and coincid-

ed with Deepavali. With the help of Raja’s

wife, we ‘pranked’ him.

“I was already shedding tears under the

costume when I saw him. He still has the

same look and smile,” Olan said, adding that

his prayers to meet Raja, a dad of three, have

finally been granted.

Aw, gee, I missed you: Olan and Raja

happy to meet again after a long time.

By IWAN SHU-ASWAD SHUAIB

newsdesk@thestar.com.my

Birthday prank reunites long-lost besties
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DATUK Kamarudin Sidek, the PAS

chief for Melaka, looked so solemn

at the launch of the Perikatan

Nasional manifesto that his Selan-

gor colleague Roslan Shahrir asked

him if he was all right.

Kamarudin is a naturally serious

person. But that evening, his body

was at themanifesto launch in Shah

Alamwhilehismindwas inDuyong,

the seat he is contesting in the

Melaka election.

“He still has a lot of work to do in

Duyong,” said Roslan who is the

Selangor PAS election director.

It would have been a breeze for

Kamarudin in Duyong had PAS not

teamed up with Perikatan. Umno

had been prepared tomake way for

PAS, but Kamarudin has now found

himself the underdog in a fight with

Umno and DAP.

Duyong has over 60% Malay vot-

ers and Umno has taken over the

seat fromMCA which lost to DAP in

2013 and again in 2018. As such, it

has boiled down to which party can

securemoreMalayvotes inDuyong.

Moreover, Kamarudin, a gradu-

ate of Al-AzharUniversity, is close to

former chief minister Datuk

Sulaiman Md Ali who had appoint-

ed him as the religious advisor to

the then state government.

The PAS decision to forego its

own party logo has left many mem-

bers on the ground conflicted.

Some PAS members are openly

helping Umno to put up flags and

banners.

A number of them even spoke to

TV3 about it, saying they have got-

ten to know Umno leaders through

the Muafakat Nasional pro-

grammes.

They are assisting Umno only in

seats where PAS is not contesting

but it says a lot about how they feel

about Perikatan.

All this adds to the undercurrents

that have made the Melaka election

so hard to forecast.

The Perikatan manifesto has hit

all the right buttons for what

Melaka people need to make their

lives better. The trouble is that not

many people take election promises

seriously any more.

The way alcohol and gambling

has crept into the campaign also

underscores the lack of real issues

in the state election.

The Cabinet decision to allow the

Timah whiskey brand name was

seen as MCA telling the Chinese

voters that it can speak up for their

interests in the government.

On the other hand, Kedah’s ban

on gambling and alcohol sales,

which came out of the blue, was

perceived as helping out PAS in

Melaka.

It seemed like PAS telling the

Malay voters that the party is seri-

ous about implementing Islamic

values in the government.

But tourism, which is Melaka’s

lifeline, thrives on a more open and

tolerant society, and PAS candidates

could be kissing goodbye to the

non-Malay votes.

The whole idea of PAS coming

under the Perikatan umbrella was

to woo non-Malay votes. The ban

has taken the party back to square

one.

Malay candidates tend to ride on

their religion in one way or anoth-

er.

Critics of Umno have borrowed

an analogy from the Prophet’s life

in commenting about the 68-year-

old grandmother Umno fielded in

Pengkalan Batu.

They said Prophet Muhammad

had walked the earth as a prophet

from age 40 to 63 and that Datuk

Kalsom Nordin was past her prime.

It led to a retort from Umno

supreme council member Datuk

Seri Alwi Che Ahmad: “What about

Mahathir who became PM at 92?”

Kalsom’s own retort was that “a

mature coconut has more santan”

(coconut milk).

This is the final stretch and the

question on everyone’s lips iswho is

ahead.

With Chinese support more or

less locked up by DAP, the answer

lies in which party or coalition will

get the most Malay votes.

A total of 24 seats will be decided

by Malay voters, who will deter-

mine who forms the next govern-

ment. It explains why Umno, which

is contesting 20 seats, has grown

increasingly confident.

Their fixed deposit of votes that

gave them 13 seats in 2018 is intact,

the wind is no longer lashing at

them and they think the Malay

swing that cost them seats has

swung back their way.

They can sense it in their tea ses-

sions with Malay locals who have

lots of complaints about Umno lead-

ers, but who also have nothing good

to say about the other side.

Moreover, there has been quite a

bit of nonsense blasted out on social

media to scare Malay voters about

Pakatan and its DAP partner.

At the same time, the Umno war

room has instructed Datuk Seri Ab

Rauf Yusoh to ramp up his cam-

paign in Tanjung Bidara where

Perikatan’s Datuk Mas Ermieyati

Samsudin is said to be catching up.

Mas Ermieyati, who isMasjid Tanah

MP and a deputy minister, has an

established presence in the area.

“It is not because Mas is popular,

it’s because Rauf is seen as ‘orang

atas’ (privileged group). Humility is

important with Malay voters,” said

an Umno war room figure.

Perikatan is not short of funds or

ideas, but can it really take on

Umno?

The prevailing opinion among

many journalists on the ground is

that Perikatan is under pressure

and struggling.

Was that part of the reason the

normally unflappable Tan Sri

Muhyiddin Yassin suddenly lost his

temper at a press conference when

asked about a provocative remark

made by fellow Johorean Tan Sri

Shahrir Samad?

Bersatu secretary-general and

Home Minister Datuk Seri Hamzah

Zainuddin said Perikatan’s chances

should not be underestimated.

“Umno has the machinery, but it

cannot be utilised. Candidates and

social media hold the key to win-

ning in Melaka,” said Hamzah.

The views expressed here are the

writer’s own.

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION FOR A RESILIENT INDUSTRY

MTC’s initiatives seek to facilitate industry’s move towards high value-add products and digitalisation

ALTHOUGH the Covid-19 pandemic

imparted hard lessons to compa-

nies across industries, digital trans-

formation has inarguably emerged

as the lifeline for all businesses to

not only survive, but thrive at the

same time.

The same holds true for timber

companies, whichwas the rationale

behind the Malaysian Timber

Council’s (MTC) introduction of the

DigitalMarketing Entrepreneurship

Programme (DMEP) and

TimbeReality.

This is on top of sustained efforts

todrive the timber industry towards

the manufacturing of higher val-

ue-added products and services via

the TIMB3R Design Incubator

Programme (TIMB3R DIP).

> DMEP

Taking into account the change in

consumer behaviour to rely more

on digital technology and social

media, DMEP was initiated in

August 2021 with classes commenc-

ing in October the same year to

provide targeted training and

coaching programmes to timber

companies.

Crafted in collaboration with

higher education institution

Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman

and other service providers, the

programme aims to inculcate digi-

tal marketing strategies – such as

marketing via content, email and

social media, as well as e-commerce

and websites – among the timber

industry players.

DMEP comprises three different

modules, namely learning module

English, learning module Bahasa

Malaysia, as well as consultation

and coaching.

“The need for knowledge in digi-

tal marketing is becoming more

crucial due to the impact of the

Covid-19 pandemic on businesses,

where physical marketing has

become more difficult to conduct.

“DMEP is our response to helping

the industry better understand vir-

tual platforms and processes to get

into the digital sphere,” said MTC

market promotion division director

Alexis Chang.

She shared, “As this is the first

time we are running this pro-

gramme, we will be gathering feed-

back by the end of the programme

from the participants to enhance

the training modules that will be

offered next year.”

That said, she noted that moving

forward, the programme would

employ either physical or hybrid

platforms to ensure that training

and coaching can be impactful and

effective.

“Wewant to etch out time in their

schedules to ensure they retain

their focus and apply what they’ve

learnt hands-on, where trainers

will be able to give guidance and

clarification on-the-go for each par-

ticipant,” she added.

> TimbeReality

The latest addition to MTC’s digi-

tal transformation initiative for the

timber industry is the digital gal-

lery, TimbeReality, which was

launched in October 2021.

An innovation arising from the

global movement restrictions dur-

ing the height of the pandemic,

TimbeReality is a comprehensive

hub that highlights Malaysian tim-

ber products – their design, grains,

colour and look – in near real-life

with a 360° virtual reality experi-

ence.

Industry response towards the

virtual platformhas been encourag-

ing, said Chang, adding that there

are currently 42 companies

onboard, with 36 showrooms com-

pleted and available to be viewed

on timbereality.my.

She said, “Although the platform

is relatively new, we are pleased

that there are industry members

who are not only creative and inno-

vative but also eager to adopt new

technology and a new concept such

as this.”

That said, she noted that in time,

industry members will be more

receptive, as the platform can be an

extension of their existing website

or e-commerce platforms, thus

enhancing the experience for their

buyers without high risks or heavy

investments.

Not only will TimbeReality be a

marketing tool for timber compa-

nies to sharewith their buyers,MTC

will also be employing the virtual

showroom as part of their market-

ing and promotion efforts.

“MTC through its regional offices

and its market promotion arm will

be using this platform to promote

Malaysian timber and furniture

products during trade shows and

exhibitions. We can bring ‘more’

products and Malaysian companies

with us to any exhibitions and trade

missions thatwe participate in,” she

said.

> TIMB3R DIP

Launched inAugust2020,TIMB3R

DIP was specially designed to assist

the timber and furniture industry

grow and upgrade along with their

design and brand value chain, in

order to differentiate Malaysian

timber players in today’s climate of

intense global competition.

The programme – developed by

MTC, together with the Malaysian

Furniture Council and the

Malaysian Institute of Interior

Designers – seeks to bridge the gap

between local and international

designers with Malaysian manufac-

turers to promote long-term collab-

oration for high value-added prod-

ucts that will allow entry into new

markets and target groups.

Despite the delayed production of

prototypes from challenges arising

from the Covid-19 pandemic,

TIMB3R DIP has seen positive pro-

gress with 14 out of the 18 initial

products for its first edition already

produced and delivered under the

programme.

“We are seeing encouraging

results, where companies are slowly

changing their business models and

some are even expanding their busi-

ness models. Change takes time, but

as long as they are making a change

in the right direction, that is a posi-

tive change for us,” she said.

The second edition of TIMB3R

DIP will be launched in November

2021, with MTC expecting another

15 pairs of manufacturers and

designers to create 15 new designs.

In terms of lessons learnt, MTC

will look intomatching designswith

specific production requirements

with companies that have the capa-

bilities to do so and designs that

take into consideration the cost fac-

tor in manufacturing the product.

Moreover, the next edition will also

see more time being allocated for

the research and development pro-

cess, said Chang.

The programmes are among

MTC’s efforts to drive the timber

industry’s sustainable growth, as

part of its five-year roadmap.

Another recent MTC initiative to

recognise the contributions and

progress of timber companies is the

MTC Malaysian Timber Industry

Awards 2022, which is now open

for applications until Nov 30.

Scan the QR code for more infor-

mation on the awards programme.

Timber companies making a

change in the right direction marks

positive change for MTC, said

Chang.

All eyes onMalay voters
Kedah’s ban on gambling and alcohol sales has become a

talking point in the final stretch of the Melaka campaign.

Analysis by JOCELINE TAN

Polling: Nov 20Nomination: Nov 8

ELECTION 2021

MELAKA

Lorry driver

nabbed for

removing flags

MELAKA: A lorry driver has been

arrested for allegedly vandalising

flags of political parties at Taman

Melaka Perdana in the Alor Gajah

district.

State police chief Deputy Comm

Datuk Wira Abdul Majid Mohd Ali

said the man claimed that the flags

of three political parties were

obstructing traffic and he decided

to remove 26 of them.

He said the man was caught

red-handed by policemen at 8.45pm

on Monday.

The man has been released on

police bail after his statement was

recorded.

DCP Mohd Majid said police also

received five reports on political

party flags and banners being van-

dalised.

On a separate matter, Pakatan

Harapan candidate for Lendu state

seat Muhammad Asri Ibrahim lod-

ged a police report claiming that his

agent was not allowed to enter the

early voting centre at Masjid Tanah

police stationhere, Bernama report-

ed.

He claimed that his agent was not

allowed to enter because he did not

bring sufficient documentation,

including a letter of appointment

from the Election Commission.

Muhammad Asri said the report

was lodged at the Masjid Tanah

police station at 10.41am.
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DATUK Kamarudin Sidek, the PAS

chief for Melaka, looked so solemn

at the launch of the Perikatan

Nasional manifesto that his Selan-

gor colleague Roslan Shahrir asked

him if he was all right.

Kamarudin is a naturally serious

person. But that evening, his body

was at themanifesto launch in Shah

Alamwhilehismindwas inDuyong,

the seat he is contesting in the

Melaka election.

“He still has a lot of work to do in

Duyong,” said Roslan who is the

Selangor PAS election director.

It would have been a breeze for

Kamarudin in Duyong had PAS not

teamed up with Perikatan. Umno

had been prepared tomake way for

PAS, but Kamarudin has now found

himself the underdog in a fight with

Umno and DAP.

Duyong has over 60% Malay vot-

ers and Umno has taken over the

seat fromMCA which lost to DAP in

2013 and again in 2018. As such, it

has boiled down to which party can

securemoreMalayvotes inDuyong.

Moreover, Kamarudin, a gradu-

ate of Al-AzharUniversity, is close to

former chief minister Datuk

Sulaiman Md Ali who had appoint-

ed him as the religious advisor to

the then state government.

The PAS decision to forego its

own party logo has left many mem-

bers on the ground conflicted.

Some PAS members are openly

helping Umno to put up flags and

banners.

A number of them even spoke to

TV3 about it, saying they have got-

ten to know Umno leaders through

the Muafakat Nasional pro-

grammes.

They are assisting Umno only in

seats where PAS is not contesting

but it says a lot about how they feel

about Perikatan.

All this adds to the undercurrents

that have made the Melaka election

so hard to forecast.

The Perikatan manifesto has hit

all the right buttons for what

Melaka people need to make their

lives better. The trouble is that not

many people take election promises

seriously any more.

The way alcohol and gambling

has crept into the campaign also

underscores the lack of real issues

in the state election.

The Cabinet decision to allow the

Timah whiskey brand name was

seen as MCA telling the Chinese

voters that it can speak up for their

interests in the government.

On the other hand, Kedah’s ban

on gambling and alcohol sales,

which came out of the blue, was

perceived as helping out PAS in

Melaka.

It seemed like PAS telling the

Malay voters that the party is seri-

ous about implementing Islamic

values in the government.

But tourism, which is Melaka’s

lifeline, thrives on a more open and

tolerant society, and PAS candidates

could be kissing goodbye to the

non-Malay votes.

The whole idea of PAS coming

under the Perikatan umbrella was

to woo non-Malay votes. The ban

has taken the party back to square

one.

Malay candidates tend to ride on

their religion in one way or anoth-

er.

Critics of Umno have borrowed

an analogy from the Prophet’s life

in commenting about the 68-year-

old grandmother Umno fielded in

Pengkalan Batu.

They said Prophet Muhammad

had walked the earth as a prophet

from age 40 to 63 and that Datuk

Kalsom Nordin was past her prime.

It led to a retort from Umno

supreme council member Datuk

Seri Alwi Che Ahmad: “What about

Mahathir who became PM at 92?”

Kalsom’s own retort was that “a

mature coconut has more santan”

(coconut milk).

This is the final stretch and the

question on everyone’s lips iswho is

ahead.

With Chinese support more or

less locked up by DAP, the answer

lies in which party or coalition will

get the most Malay votes.

A total of 24 seats will be decided

by Malay voters, who will deter-

mine who forms the next govern-

ment. It explains why Umno, which

is contesting 20 seats, has grown

increasingly confident.

Their fixed deposit of votes that

gave them 13 seats in 2018 is intact,

the wind is no longer lashing at

them and they think the Malay

swing that cost them seats has

swung back their way.

They can sense it in their tea ses-

sions with Malay locals who have

lots of complaints about Umno lead-

ers, but who also have nothing good

to say about the other side.

Moreover, there has been quite a

bit of nonsense blasted out on social

media to scare Malay voters about

Pakatan and its DAP partner.

At the same time, the Umno war

room has instructed Datuk Seri Ab

Rauf Yusoh to ramp up his cam-

paign in Tanjung Bidara where

Perikatan’s Datuk Mas Ermieyati

Samsudin is said to be catching up.

Mas Ermieyati, who isMasjid Tanah

MP and a deputy minister, has an

established presence in the area.

“It is not because Mas is popular,

it’s because Rauf is seen as ‘orang

atas’ (privileged group). Humility is

important with Malay voters,” said

an Umno war room figure.

Perikatan is not short of funds or

ideas, but can it really take on

Umno?

The prevailing opinion among

many journalists on the ground is

that Perikatan is under pressure

and struggling.

Was that part of the reason the

normally unflappable Tan Sri

Muhyiddin Yassin suddenly lost his

temper at a press conference when

asked about a provocative remark

made by fellow Johorean Tan Sri

Shahrir Samad?

Bersatu secretary-general and

Home Minister Datuk Seri Hamzah

Zainuddin said Perikatan’s chances

should not be underestimated.

“Umno has the machinery, but it

cannot be utilised. Candidates and

social media hold the key to win-

ning in Melaka,” said Hamzah.

The views expressed here are the

writer’s own.
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MTC’s initiatives seek to facilitate industry’s move towards high value-add products and digitalisation

ALTHOUGH the Covid-19 pandemic

imparted hard lessons to compa-

nies across industries, digital trans-

formation has inarguably emerged

as the lifeline for all businesses to

not only survive, but thrive at the

same time.

The same holds true for timber

companies, whichwas the rationale

behind the Malaysian Timber

Council’s (MTC) introduction of the

DigitalMarketing Entrepreneurship

Programme (DMEP) and

TimbeReality.

This is on top of sustained efforts

todrive the timber industry towards

the manufacturing of higher val-

ue-added products and services via

the TIMB3R Design Incubator

Programme (TIMB3R DIP).

> DMEP

Taking into account the change in

consumer behaviour to rely more

on digital technology and social

media, DMEP was initiated in

August 2021 with classes commenc-

ing in October the same year to

provide targeted training and

coaching programmes to timber

companies.

Crafted in collaboration with

higher education institution

Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman

and other service providers, the

programme aims to inculcate digi-

tal marketing strategies – such as

marketing via content, email and

social media, as well as e-commerce

and websites – among the timber

industry players.

DMEP comprises three different

modules, namely learning module

English, learning module Bahasa

Malaysia, as well as consultation

and coaching.

“The need for knowledge in digi-

tal marketing is becoming more

crucial due to the impact of the

Covid-19 pandemic on businesses,

where physical marketing has

become more difficult to conduct.

“DMEP is our response to helping

the industry better understand vir-

tual platforms and processes to get

into the digital sphere,” said MTC

market promotion division director

Alexis Chang.

She shared, “As this is the first

time we are running this pro-

gramme, we will be gathering feed-

back by the end of the programme

from the participants to enhance

the training modules that will be

offered next year.”

That said, she noted that moving

forward, the programme would

employ either physical or hybrid

platforms to ensure that training

and coaching can be impactful and

effective.

“Wewant to etch out time in their

schedules to ensure they retain

their focus and apply what they’ve

learnt hands-on, where trainers

will be able to give guidance and

clarification on-the-go for each par-

ticipant,” she added.

> TimbeReality

The latest addition to MTC’s digi-

tal transformation initiative for the

timber industry is the digital gal-

lery, TimbeReality, which was

launched in October 2021.

An innovation arising from the

global movement restrictions dur-

ing the height of the pandemic,

TimbeReality is a comprehensive

hub that highlights Malaysian tim-

ber products – their design, grains,

colour and look – in near real-life

with a 360° virtual reality experi-

ence.

Industry response towards the

virtual platformhas been encourag-

ing, said Chang, adding that there

are currently 42 companies

onboard, with 36 showrooms com-

pleted and available to be viewed

on timbereality.my.

She said, “Although the platform

is relatively new, we are pleased

that there are industry members

who are not only creative and inno-

vative but also eager to adopt new

technology and a new concept such

as this.”

That said, she noted that in time,

industry members will be more

receptive, as the platform can be an

extension of their existing website

or e-commerce platforms, thus

enhancing the experience for their

buyers without high risks or heavy

investments.

Not only will TimbeReality be a

marketing tool for timber compa-

nies to sharewith their buyers,MTC

will also be employing the virtual

showroom as part of their market-

ing and promotion efforts.

“MTC through its regional offices

and its market promotion arm will

be using this platform to promote

Malaysian timber and furniture

products during trade shows and

exhibitions. We can bring ‘more’

products and Malaysian companies

with us to any exhibitions and trade

missions thatwe participate in,” she

said.

> TIMB3R DIP

Launched inAugust2020,TIMB3R

DIP was specially designed to assist

the timber and furniture industry

grow and upgrade along with their

design and brand value chain, in

order to differentiate Malaysian

timber players in today’s climate of

intense global competition.

The programme – developed by

MTC, together with the Malaysian

Furniture Council and the

Malaysian Institute of Interior

Designers – seeks to bridge the gap

between local and international

designers with Malaysian manufac-

turers to promote long-term collab-

oration for high value-added prod-

ucts that will allow entry into new

markets and target groups.

Despite the delayed production of

prototypes from challenges arising

from the Covid-19 pandemic,

TIMB3R DIP has seen positive pro-

gress with 14 out of the 18 initial

products for its first edition already

produced and delivered under the

programme.

“We are seeing encouraging

results, where companies are slowly

changing their business models and

some are even expanding their busi-

ness models. Change takes time, but

as long as they are making a change

in the right direction, that is a posi-

tive change for us,” she said.

The second edition of TIMB3R

DIP will be launched in November

2021, with MTC expecting another

15 pairs of manufacturers and

designers to create 15 new designs.

In terms of lessons learnt, MTC

will look intomatching designswith

specific production requirements

with companies that have the capa-

bilities to do so and designs that

take into consideration the cost fac-

tor in manufacturing the product.

Moreover, the next edition will also

see more time being allocated for

the research and development pro-

cess, said Chang.

The programmes are among

MTC’s efforts to drive the timber

industry’s sustainable growth, as

part of its five-year roadmap.

Another recent MTC initiative to

recognise the contributions and

progress of timber companies is the

MTC Malaysian Timber Industry

Awards 2022, which is now open

for applications until Nov 30.

Scan the QR code for more infor-

mation on the awards programme.

Timber companies making a

change in the right direction marks

positive change for MTC, said

Chang.

All eyes onMalay voters
Kedah’s ban on gambling and alcohol sales has become a

talking point in the final stretch of the Melaka campaign.

Analysis by JOCELINE TAN

Polling: Nov 20Nomination: Nov 8

ELECTION 2021

MELAKA

Lorry driver

nabbed for

removing flags

MELAKA: A lorry driver has been

arrested for allegedly vandalising

flags of political parties at Taman

Melaka Perdana in the Alor Gajah

district.

State police chief Deputy Comm

Datuk Wira Abdul Majid Mohd Ali

said the man claimed that the flags

of three political parties were

obstructing traffic and he decided

to remove 26 of them.

He said the man was caught

red-handed by policemen at 8.45pm

on Monday.

The man has been released on

police bail after his statement was

recorded.

DCP Mohd Majid said police also

received five reports on political

party flags and banners being van-

dalised.

On a separate matter, Pakatan

Harapan candidate for Lendu state

seat Muhammad Asri Ibrahim lod-

ged a police report claiming that his

agent was not allowed to enter the

early voting centre at Masjid Tanah

police stationhere, Bernama report-

ed.

He claimed that his agent was not

allowed to enter because he did not

bring sufficient documentation,

including a letter of appointment

from the Election Commission.

Muhammad Asri said the report

was lodged at the Masjid Tanah

police station at 10.41am.
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Honda City Hatchback unveiled
Highly anticipated model set to win hearts with trendsetting features

KUALA LUMPUR: The highly

anticipated, all-new Honda City

Hatchback is finally here aftermore

than a month of teasers.

More than 2,000 bookings for the

five-door hatchback had been

secured even before the launch,

said Honda Malaysia managing

director and chief executive officer

Madoka Chujo.

“This new model will be the

trendsetter with its first-in-segment

advanced technology, premium fea-

tures, versatility with Ultra Seats

configurations andmost important-

ly, it will be absolutely fun to drive,”

she said yesterday.

The City Hatchback is based on

the fifth-generation City sedan,

which was introduced in October

last year.

Chujo said over 380,000 units of

the City had been sold in Malaysia

since the introduction of the sec-

ond-generation City in 2002.

“Today, Honda Malaysia is set to

create another key milestone, offer-

ing the popular City model in a

hatchback body type.

“Over the years and generations,

the City has evolved into one of

Malaysia’smostfavouriteB-segment

sedans,” she said, adding that the

company was targeting to sell 1,000

units of the hatchback everymonth.

Featuring a sporty design, the

new compact model comes with an

array of convenience and safety

equipment and is aimed at younger

users.

The car also comes with sound-

absorbing materials to reduce inte-

rior noise and has a luggage space

of 289 litres.

The City Hatchback is offered in

four variants: S, E, V and RS e:HEV

hybrid.

The S, E and V variants are

equipped with a 1.5-litre dual cam-

shaft i-VTEC engine which has a

continuous variable transmission.

The RS e:HEV hybrid comes with

a 1.5-litre Atkinson cycle dual cam-

shaft i-VTEC engine coupled to an

e-CVT transmission and an electric

motor.

The hybrid powertrain delivers a

new level of driving experience

with seamless and smooth accelera-

tion as well as excellent fuel effi-

ciency, the company said.

A main draw of the City

Hatchback is the 4-Modes versatile

Ultra Seats that can be configured

into Utility, Long, Tall or Refresh

modes.

The Ultra Seats, which were pop-

ularised by the Honda Jazz model,

allows owners to use various

modes to maximise luggage carry-

ing capacity.

The flagship RS e:HEV comes

with a gloss black front grille, solid

wing and door mirrors for a two-

toned body colour expression.

Both the RS e:HEV and V variants

also feature LED Headlights with

LED Daytime Running Lights (DRL),

LED front fog lights, tailgate spoiler,

LED rear combination lights and

16-inch alloy wheels.

The RS e:HEV is fitted with red-

stitched Ultrasuede seats, the V var-

iant gets leather seats while the S

and E come with fabric seats.

The RS e:HEV, V and E variants

are also equipped with an eight-

inch Display Audio with Apple

CarPlay and Android Auto Con-

nectivity, automatic air-condition-

ing, two USB ports and a remote

engine start feature that allows

owners to remotely turn on the

engine and air-conditioning before

entering the car.

In addition, the RS e:HEV and V

variants also have Honda Lane

Watch, a first in its segment for safe-

ty, which uses camera-based safety

technology to monitor the rear left

side of the vehicle for oncoming

vehicles.

Aside from rear air-conditioner

ventilation and electric parking

brake, the RS e:HEV comes with the

Honda Sensing suite of driver assis-

tance safety system that includes

Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC),

Collision Mitigation Braking System

(CMBS), Forward Collision Warning

(FCW), Lane Keep Assist System

(LKAS), Road Departure Mitigation

(RDM), Lane Departure Warning

(LDW) and Auto High Beam (AHB).

The RS e:HEV is also the second

model in Honda Malaysia’s line-up,

after the City sedan RS e:HEV, to

feature the Honda Connect which

allows owners to access vehicle

diagnostics, remote applications,

security applications, vehicle track-

ing and support services through a

smartphone application.

Other standard safety features

for all variants are Vehicle Stability

Assist, Anti-lock Braking System,

Electronic BrakeDistribution, Brake

Assist, Emergency Stop Signal, Hill

Start Assist, rear seat Isofix i-size

type and rear seatbelt reminder.

Available colours for the RS

e:HEV are Platinum White Pearl

and the new Ignite RedMetallic and

newMeteoroid Gray Metallic.

Buyers of the S,E and V can

choose from the three colours as

well as Lunar Silver Metallic and

Crystal Black Pearl.

While bookings for the City

Hatchback can bemade at all Honda

outlets, the model will only be avail-

able in showrooms next year.

The S, E and V variants are avail-

able immediately and priced at

RM75,670, RM83,080 and RM87,860

respectively. Prices are on-the-road

without insurance but includes

sales tax exemption.

The RS e:HEV is only available

early next year with the price to be

announced closer to the delivery

period.

Brand new wheels: Chujo (right) with Honda Malaysia president and

chief operating officer Sarly Adle Sarkum at the launch of the Honda City

Hatchback. — GLENN GUAN/The Star

WITH the gradual recovery of the

economies of countries around the

globe, theMalaysianTimberCouncil

(MTC) is poised to capitalise on new

growth opportunities arising from

the paradigm shift caused by the

Covid-19 pandemic.

“In general, the current market

presents unprecedented and dis-

tinct opportunities in terms of con-

sumer products for the West and

industrial products for the East,”

said MTC East Asia, Europe and

Americas international business

development division director Tan

Ting Wai.

He explained that governments

in the West are giving out sizeable

cash relief, which has led to rising

demand for consumer products;

while countries in the East are seiz-

ing on the “golden opportunity” in

demand from their western coun-

terparts to produce, thus requiring

raw materials and industrial prod-

ucts from the timber industry.

> East Asia

In the first three quarters of this

year, China’s gross domestic prod-

uct (GDP) grew by 9.8% year-on-

year, reaching 82.31 trillion yuan

(RM54.25tril). It is forecasted to

reach 8% this year.

Meanwhile, Japan is forecasted to

see a 2.5% growth rate for the 2022

fiscal year, with its GDP likely to

recover to pre-Covid-19 peak levels

between April and June.

“With domestic Covid-19 resur-

gence from time to time, China’s

economic recovery will be uneven

and unstable but shows a growing

or recovery trend as a whole,” he

said, adding that both China and

Japan’s export figures are also

showing an encouraging trend this

year.

He shared that there are opportu-

nities in supplying value-added

semi-finished and finished products

like outdoor furniture to China.

He added, “As the raw material

price is increasing alongside ship-

ment cost, the production cost in

China is rising.

“In addition, as the environmen-

tal protection regulations are

becoming stricter, the manufactur-

ing industry in China is facing lots

of challenges and a joint venture

with overseasmanufacturers is pre-

ferred, especially for the prelimi-

nary processes.”

> Americas

A major market for Malaysian

furniture, the United States (US)

represented 47.8% of total Malay-

sian furniture exports last year,

fuelled by vibrant home building

and remodelling activities since the

start of the pandemic. This trend

will continue with more potential

for growth in 2022, Tan said.

The future housing and home

furnishings market will mostly be

driven by Generation Zs andmillen-

nials purchasing new homes, hence

increasing the demand for exterior

and interior home furnishings.

Existing homeowners will also

follow the same pattern, which will

lead to remodelling activity propel-

ling demand for tropical hardwood,

especially for residential construc-

tion and renovations.

“The furniture market is expect-

ed to be good in the US. It is believed

thatwoodmaterialswill continue to

be a sought-after material for US

homebuyers, as business is being

primarily fuelled by vibrant home

building and remodelling activity.

Tan also said that there is good

demand for residential moulding,

decking, commercial millwork,

flooring and furniture. Makers of

stairs and stair parts are also pur-

chasing steady volumes of tropical

hardwood.

> Europe

Meanwhile, Europe’s GDP is esti-

mated to grow by 4.4% in 2021 and

3.8% in 2022, with huge demand for

timber that is coloured by the cli-

mate debate and the trend towards

local and ecological products.

Construction across the continent

is set to grow by 4.1% in 2021, 3.4%

in 2022 and 2.4% in 2023 to reach

an annual market value of €1.73
trillion. Residential building is fore-

casted to grow by 4.7% and civil

engineering by 5.2% this year.

Malaysia’s market share for trop-

ical timber has dropped, in part due

to supply issues in Malaysia during

the various movement control

orders and compoundedbya severe

lack of shipping containers.

Noting that the market potential

of this region can be improved if

European requirements are met, he

said that there are many opportuni-

ties for Malaysian timber compa-

nies to supply all types of furniture,

sawn timber, laminated scantling

and mouldings.

While Germany, the Netherlands,

Belgium, United Kingdom and Italy

have been traditional markets for

Malaysian timber and timber prod-

ucts, MTC is also working on

expanding its efforts to new poten-

tial markets such as Poland and

Greece, among others.

“Another potential area for

growth is the Paris Olympics 2024

where neighbouring countries are

seizing this opportunity on the

expected surge of tourists to the

region,” Tan explained.

He added that Malaysian timber

companies can tap into the opportu-

nity to supply buildingmaterials for

the construction of the Olympic

structures and facilities if their sup-

ply of timber is certified by the

Forest Stewardship Council.

Challenges to overcome

For the East Asia and Americas

market, the challenges lie in ensur-

ing a steady supply and sufficient

labour and grabbing opportunities

at the right time amidst the possible

resurgence of Covid-19 that could

likely disrupt production at facto-

ries.

Conversely, for the European

market, the challenge is in market

access. With the European Com-

mission set to review the effective-

ness and impact of existing regula-

tions, various countries across the

continent are implementing their

respective regulations to govern the

efficient usage of resources in the

move towards a clean and sustaina-

ble circular economy that will

restore biodiversity and reduce pol-

lution.

Tan advised, “With today’s fast-

changing trends and fashion, the

Malaysian timber industry players

need to proactively communicate

with their buyers.

“As windows of opportunity can

be small, companies had better

encourage their staff to take the

vaccine and increase the vaccina-

tion rate, as well as improve the

standard operating procedures so

that production is not hindered.”

To tap into the opportunities

present in the East Asia, Americas

and Europe markets, the Malaysian

timber companies are encouraged

to participate in activities organised

by MTC, such as trade exhibitions

and trade missions for business vis-

its, to further enhance Malaysia’s

presence in these markets.

Over the years, MTC has also

introduced various programmes

that align with the Government’s

direction to shift Malaysia up the

global supply value chain, as well as

exploring markets with new poten-

tial.

“Automation especially plays an

essential part in translating these

efforts into actual outcome.

“With technological advance-

ment, it will strengthen Malaysia’s

presence to a higher level with

more competitive advantages on

the global stage,” Tan said.

CENTRED ON MARKET POTENTIAL TO BOOST TIMBER EXPORTS

MTC to unlock the potential and prospects of timber exports across East Asia, Americas and Europe

While opportunities are available,

Malaysian timber companies must

be able to capitalise on them in a

timely manner, said Tan.
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Honda City Hatchback unveiled
Highly anticipated model set to win hearts with trendsetting features

KUALA LUMPUR: The highly

anticipated, all-new Honda City

Hatchback is finally here aftermore

than a month of teasers.

More than 2,000 bookings for the

five-door hatchback had been

secured even before the launch,

said Honda Malaysia managing

director and chief executive officer

Madoka Chujo.

“This new model will be the

trendsetter with its first-in-segment

advanced technology, premium fea-

tures, versatility with Ultra Seats

configurations andmost important-

ly, it will be absolutely fun to drive,”

she said yesterday.

The City Hatchback is based on

the fifth-generation City sedan,

which was introduced in October

last year.

Chujo said over 380,000 units of

the City had been sold in Malaysia

since the introduction of the sec-

ond-generation City in 2002.

“Today, Honda Malaysia is set to

create another key milestone, offer-

ing the popular City model in a

hatchback body type.

“Over the years and generations,

the City has evolved into one of

Malaysia’smostfavouriteB-segment

sedans,” she said, adding that the

company was targeting to sell 1,000

units of the hatchback everymonth.

Featuring a sporty design, the

new compact model comes with an

array of convenience and safety

equipment and is aimed at younger

users.

The car also comes with sound-

absorbing materials to reduce inte-

rior noise and has a luggage space

of 289 litres.

The City Hatchback is offered in

four variants: S, E, V and RS e:HEV

hybrid.

The S, E and V variants are

equipped with a 1.5-litre dual cam-

shaft i-VTEC engine which has a

continuous variable transmission.

The RS e:HEV hybrid comes with

a 1.5-litre Atkinson cycle dual cam-

shaft i-VTEC engine coupled to an

e-CVT transmission and an electric

motor.

The hybrid powertrain delivers a

new level of driving experience

with seamless and smooth accelera-

tion as well as excellent fuel effi-

ciency, the company said.

A main draw of the City

Hatchback is the 4-Modes versatile

Ultra Seats that can be configured

into Utility, Long, Tall or Refresh

modes.

The Ultra Seats, which were pop-

ularised by the Honda Jazz model,

allows owners to use various

modes to maximise luggage carry-

ing capacity.

The flagship RS e:HEV comes

with a gloss black front grille, solid

wing and door mirrors for a two-

toned body colour expression.

Both the RS e:HEV and V variants

also feature LED Headlights with

LED Daytime Running Lights (DRL),

LED front fog lights, tailgate spoiler,

LED rear combination lights and

16-inch alloy wheels.

The RS e:HEV is fitted with red-

stitched Ultrasuede seats, the V var-

iant gets leather seats while the S

and E come with fabric seats.

The RS e:HEV, V and E variants

are also equipped with an eight-

inch Display Audio with Apple

CarPlay and Android Auto Con-

nectivity, automatic air-condition-

ing, two USB ports and a remote

engine start feature that allows

owners to remotely turn on the

engine and air-conditioning before

entering the car.

In addition, the RS e:HEV and V

variants also have Honda Lane

Watch, a first in its segment for safe-

ty, which uses camera-based safety

technology to monitor the rear left

side of the vehicle for oncoming

vehicles.

Aside from rear air-conditioner

ventilation and electric parking

brake, the RS e:HEV comes with the

Honda Sensing suite of driver assis-

tance safety system that includes

Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC),

Collision Mitigation Braking System

(CMBS), Forward Collision Warning

(FCW), Lane Keep Assist System

(LKAS), Road Departure Mitigation

(RDM), Lane Departure Warning

(LDW) and Auto High Beam (AHB).

The RS e:HEV is also the second

model in Honda Malaysia’s line-up,

after the City sedan RS e:HEV, to

feature the Honda Connect which

allows owners to access vehicle

diagnostics, remote applications,

security applications, vehicle track-

ing and support services through a

smartphone application.

Other standard safety features

for all variants are Vehicle Stability

Assist, Anti-lock Braking System,

Electronic BrakeDistribution, Brake

Assist, Emergency Stop Signal, Hill

Start Assist, rear seat Isofix i-size

type and rear seatbelt reminder.

Available colours for the RS

e:HEV are Platinum White Pearl

and the new Ignite RedMetallic and

newMeteoroid Gray Metallic.

Buyers of the S,E and V can

choose from the three colours as

well as Lunar Silver Metallic and

Crystal Black Pearl.

While bookings for the City

Hatchback can bemade at all Honda

outlets, the model will only be avail-

able in showrooms next year.

The S, E and V variants are avail-

able immediately and priced at

RM75,670, RM83,080 and RM87,860

respectively. Prices are on-the-road

without insurance but includes

sales tax exemption.

The RS e:HEV is only available

early next year with the price to be

announced closer to the delivery

period.

Brand new wheels: Chujo (right) with Honda Malaysia president and

chief operating officer Sarly Adle Sarkum at the launch of the Honda City

Hatchback. — GLENN GUAN/The Star

WITH the gradual recovery of the

economies of countries around the

globe, theMalaysianTimberCouncil

(MTC) is poised to capitalise on new

growth opportunities arising from

the paradigm shift caused by the

Covid-19 pandemic.

“In general, the current market

presents unprecedented and dis-

tinct opportunities in terms of con-

sumer products for the West and

industrial products for the East,”

said MTC East Asia, Europe and

Americas international business

development division director Tan

Ting Wai.

He explained that governments

in the West are giving out sizeable

cash relief, which has led to rising

demand for consumer products;

while countries in the East are seiz-

ing on the “golden opportunity” in

demand from their western coun-

terparts to produce, thus requiring

raw materials and industrial prod-

ucts from the timber industry.

> East Asia

In the first three quarters of this

year, China’s gross domestic prod-

uct (GDP) grew by 9.8% year-on-

year, reaching 82.31 trillion yuan

(RM54.25tril). It is forecasted to

reach 8% this year.

Meanwhile, Japan is forecasted to

see a 2.5% growth rate for the 2022

fiscal year, with its GDP likely to

recover to pre-Covid-19 peak levels

between April and June.

“With domestic Covid-19 resur-

gence from time to time, China’s

economic recovery will be uneven

and unstable but shows a growing

or recovery trend as a whole,” he

said, adding that both China and

Japan’s export figures are also

showing an encouraging trend this

year.

He shared that there are opportu-

nities in supplying value-added

semi-finished and finished products

like outdoor furniture to China.

He added, “As the raw material

price is increasing alongside ship-

ment cost, the production cost in

China is rising.

“In addition, as the environmen-

tal protection regulations are

becoming stricter, the manufactur-

ing industry in China is facing lots

of challenges and a joint venture

with overseasmanufacturers is pre-

ferred, especially for the prelimi-

nary processes.”

> Americas

A major market for Malaysian

furniture, the United States (US)

represented 47.8% of total Malay-

sian furniture exports last year,

fuelled by vibrant home building

and remodelling activities since the

start of the pandemic. This trend

will continue with more potential

for growth in 2022, Tan said.

The future housing and home

furnishings market will mostly be

driven by Generation Zs andmillen-

nials purchasing new homes, hence

increasing the demand for exterior

and interior home furnishings.

Existing homeowners will also

follow the same pattern, which will

lead to remodelling activity propel-

ling demand for tropical hardwood,

especially for residential construc-

tion and renovations.

“The furniture market is expect-

ed to be good in the US. It is believed

thatwoodmaterialswill continue to

be a sought-after material for US

homebuyers, as business is being

primarily fuelled by vibrant home

building and remodelling activity.

Tan also said that there is good

demand for residential moulding,

decking, commercial millwork,

flooring and furniture. Makers of

stairs and stair parts are also pur-

chasing steady volumes of tropical

hardwood.

> Europe

Meanwhile, Europe’s GDP is esti-

mated to grow by 4.4% in 2021 and

3.8% in 2022, with huge demand for

timber that is coloured by the cli-

mate debate and the trend towards

local and ecological products.

Construction across the continent

is set to grow by 4.1% in 2021, 3.4%

in 2022 and 2.4% in 2023 to reach

an annual market value of €1.73
trillion. Residential building is fore-

casted to grow by 4.7% and civil

engineering by 5.2% this year.

Malaysia’s market share for trop-

ical timber has dropped, in part due

to supply issues in Malaysia during

the various movement control

orders and compoundedbya severe

lack of shipping containers.

Noting that the market potential

of this region can be improved if

European requirements are met, he

said that there are many opportuni-

ties for Malaysian timber compa-

nies to supply all types of furniture,

sawn timber, laminated scantling

and mouldings.

While Germany, the Netherlands,

Belgium, United Kingdom and Italy

have been traditional markets for

Malaysian timber and timber prod-

ucts, MTC is also working on

expanding its efforts to new poten-

tial markets such as Poland and

Greece, among others.

“Another potential area for

growth is the Paris Olympics 2024

where neighbouring countries are

seizing this opportunity on the

expected surge of tourists to the

region,” Tan explained.

He added that Malaysian timber

companies can tap into the opportu-

nity to supply buildingmaterials for

the construction of the Olympic

structures and facilities if their sup-

ply of timber is certified by the

Forest Stewardship Council.

Challenges to overcome

For the East Asia and Americas

market, the challenges lie in ensur-

ing a steady supply and sufficient

labour and grabbing opportunities

at the right time amidst the possible

resurgence of Covid-19 that could

likely disrupt production at facto-

ries.

Conversely, for the European

market, the challenge is in market

access. With the European Com-

mission set to review the effective-

ness and impact of existing regula-

tions, various countries across the

continent are implementing their

respective regulations to govern the

efficient usage of resources in the

move towards a clean and sustaina-

ble circular economy that will

restore biodiversity and reduce pol-

lution.

Tan advised, “With today’s fast-

changing trends and fashion, the

Malaysian timber industry players

need to proactively communicate

with their buyers.

“As windows of opportunity can

be small, companies had better

encourage their staff to take the

vaccine and increase the vaccina-

tion rate, as well as improve the

standard operating procedures so

that production is not hindered.”

To tap into the opportunities

present in the East Asia, Americas

and Europe markets, the Malaysian

timber companies are encouraged

to participate in activities organised

by MTC, such as trade exhibitions

and trade missions for business vis-

its, to further enhance Malaysia’s

presence in these markets.

Over the years, MTC has also

introduced various programmes

that align with the Government’s

direction to shift Malaysia up the

global supply value chain, as well as

exploring markets with new poten-

tial.

“Automation especially plays an

essential part in translating these

efforts into actual outcome.

“With technological advance-

ment, it will strengthen Malaysia’s

presence to a higher level with

more competitive advantages on

the global stage,” Tan said.

CENTRED ON MARKET POTENTIAL TO BOOST TIMBER EXPORTS

MTC to unlock the potential and prospects of timber exports across East Asia, Americas and Europe

While opportunities are available,

Malaysian timber companies must

be able to capitalise on them in a

timely manner, said Tan.
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2021
(RM '000)

NON-CURRENT ASSETS

36,216

Property and equipment 12,595

Investment properties 14,106

Endowment Fund assets  9,482

TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS

Investments 372,482

Other receivables 38,314

Cash and bank balances  22,775

Endowment Fund assets 450,664

Total current assets 887,300

CURRENT LIABILITIES 

Other payables 10,355

Endowment Fund liabilities 2,396

Total current liabilities 12,751

 874,549NET CURRENT ASSETS 

 910,765NET ASSETS VALUE (NAV)

Represented by : 

Balance as at 1 January 459,900

(Deficit)/Surplus for the year (1,762)

Endowment Fund 452,627

ACCUMULATED FUNDS 

  910,765BALANCE AS AT 31 DECEMBER

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 

2021 
(RM '000)

INCOME  

Surplus transferred from Endowment Fund* 18,610

Investment income  29,479

54,237

EXPENDITURE 

Expenses and taxation 47,926

(1,762)SURPLUS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE 

Note : *Only 85% of investment income was transferred for 2021 (vs 100% in 2020) as per the Board's decision. 
 The above figures have been extracted from the financial statements of MTC audited by RSM Malaysia.

Current tax assets  3,065

2020
(RM '000)

12,899

15,622

 9,698

378,953

 8,730

 49,644

457,668

897,462

11,241

1,785

13,026

 884,436

 922,655

407,847

52,053

 462,755

  922,655
2020

(RM '000)

  28,910

 21,193

  72,861

28,480

52,053

 2,467

38,219

Other income  6,148  22,758

(Loss)/Gain on financial assets at fair value through profit or loss (8,073)  7,672

46,164   80,533

Investment in joint venture 33                    -
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Strengthening The Industry’s Global Presence


