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Dear Readers,

Much of the Malaysian Timber Council’s (MTC) activities for 
the months of September and October focused on raw material 
sourcing, business matching and market research missions. It is 
only right that we place emphasis in these areas as they are vital 
to boost trade. All these activities are captured in this issue under 
the “Happenings” section.

Knowing full well that we cannot resolve our problems in 
isolation, all the timber agencies and councils under the Ministry 
of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) came together 
for a retreat to address issues that need formulation of new 
strategies to overcome industry-related challenges, among others.

Keeping fresh graduates’ interest in the timber industry 
continued with a dialogue titled “Wood Industrial Talk 2022” at 
the Polytechnic Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah. See page 25.

Timber in interior design and its versatility in creating both a 
contemporary and traditional look with its natural aura and 
beauty makes it a sought-after material among discerning interior 
decorators. See pages 28 to 33 for an award-winning architect’s 
view on this.

Timber-based companies that have successfully benefitted 
from MTC’s TimbeReality and Bumiputera Development 
Programmes are featured under the Success Stories segment 
from pages 34 to 37.

A special feature on Mr. John Halkett, who is the General 
Manager of the Australian Timber Importers Federation (ATIF) is 
on pages 38 to 40. Malaysia and Australia are traditional trading 
partners. Read what’s in store for the timber sector of both 
countries.

At the Expo 2020 Dubai, each participating country had its own 
pavilion and each was a unique ecosystem where you could get to 
know the country without leaving the UAE! In A Case for Timber, 
we feature some of the timber-based pavilions at the Expo 2020 
on pages 44 to 46. When artistic flair immerses with heritage and 
culture and timbers are used to showcase these, it is a visual feast.

Happy Reading!

The Editor.



MTC WINDOW
Management Updates
Alhamdulillah. When One Journey Ends, Another Begins!

After having served MTC for the past two years as the CEO, I will be leaving MTC, so this is my last 
“Management Updates” column. I am moving to greener pastures to pursue the next phase of transition and 
growth in the oil and gas sector.

In this last column, however, I want to share with you some reflections on my time as CEO. 

With appreciation - Over the past two years I’ve thought, “It is really special that I am getting to experience 
this”. You might say this situation represents what I truly appreciate about the job. One great lesson  I have had 
is the opportunity to meet various stakeholders and learn about the activities of the industry, whom I might 

Being part of the Operations/Support Divisions in MTC, the Administration Division (AD) has always been 
providing endless assistance and support to the Business Divisions. Among the support provided include 
administrative matters, logistics arrangements and processing the reimbursement for some of MTC’s programmes 
such as the Import Assistance Programme (IAP), Export Assistance Programme (EAP), Automation Technology 
Acquisition (ATA) and Financial Incentive for Workers Accommodations (FIWA). AD also extends much support to 
the respectives divisions that are involved in exhibitions, missions and even factory visits.

Apart from that, AD also serves as a backbone to the daily operations at the headquarters. These include providing 
conducive and clean workspace areas for staff, maintaining office building and vehicles, coordinating the registration 

MTC Treetop Spotlight
Rohayu Razali has been with the MTC for 12 years. She started her career as a secretary at the Timber Industries 
Development Division (now known as the Industry Development and Transformation Division) where she 
worked for seven years. She was later transferred to the Administration Division for three years before being 
appointed the secretary to the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) in November 2020.

Rohayu is known for her easy-going and cheerful disposition, but behind this gentle, charming personality is a 
person with indomitable spirit who plans the CEO’s calendar with military precision. Meticulously organised, 
Rohayu also has her finger on the pulse of office matters as she keeps abreast on latest developments and 
communicates them directly, clearly and with intent to MTC’s stakeholders.

She also takes things in her stride. Apart from managing a well-structured calendar for the CEO, Rohayu also 
participated in MTC’s Community Farming programme in Indonesia and in the Malaysia International Agri-
commodity Expo and Summit (MIACES) 2022, amongst others.

Congratulations and keep up the good work!
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otherwise never have encountered. 

With pride - No leader accomplishes anything alone and so many people were involved in the transformative achievements. At MTC, we have an 
exceptional group of people who every day make MTC a great place to work by embodying core values such as teamwork, decency and fairness, 
collaborative decision-making, and valuing diversity, among others.

With gratitude -In closing, I want to express my deepest gratitude to the Ministry, the Board, industry members, and staff for giving me the 
opportunity to be CEO of this remarkable organisation.I would like to thank all of you for the great opportunity to serve MTC and MPIC. It’s been 
a well spent wonderful two years in powering progress together with all of you for the development of our timber industry. I leave MTC with fond 
memories and with relationships with colleagues that will continue forever. It has been a privilege to serve you.

It is also my pleasure to congratulate the Chief Operations Officer (COO) Ms. Noraihan Abdul Rahman on her promotion and appointment  as the 
new MTC CEO effective from 1st December 2022. I wish MTC all the very best. Thank you.

“LET’S POWER PROGRESS TOGETHER!”

TS. HAJI MUHTAR BIN  SUHAILI
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)

of MTC’s trademark, processing payment for vendors and staff, managing corporate merchandises and providing amenities for staff. This year, AD was 
mandated to commence the Recycling Programme at the headquarters to encourage recycling activities among staff. Part of the initiative include 
placing of recycle bins in the office and raising awareness through an in-house talk for staff. This is in line with the MTC’s 2022 Must-Wins to Value 
the Power of Circular Economy. 

AD will continue to provide its support to secure the efficiency and betterment of the Council’s daily operation and activities. 

FAIZAL SHAH ZAINAL ALAM SHAH
Head, Administration Division



MTC pays tribute to 
outgoing CEO, welcomes 
newly appointed CEO
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
Mr. Muhtar Suhaili has resigned from MTC for greener pastures after 
having served MTC for two years and one month. Muhtar will pass 
the MTC CEO baton to the Council’s Chief Operations Officer (COO), 
Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman.

Since taking office Muhtar has achieved many milestones as a key 
contributor to MTC’s growth. Muhtar, 41, has steered the company 
through some of its most challenging times. The first big move of his 
tenure as CEO, which began on 1 November 2020, was to accelerate 
action as the COVID-19 pandemic had a dire impact on the industry. 
Through his leadership and steady hand steering the ship, many 
safeguards were put in place to help the industry. 

One significant example was when MTC expedited the mass vaccination 
among workers from the timber-based sector through its industrial 
vaccination programme to curb workplace clusters in factories as well 
as for business continuity. He was instrumental in facilitating the 
Vaccination Programme for the Agricommodity Sector (VACOMS) at 
MTC’s Industrial Vaccination Centre (PPVIN) at Olak Lempit, Banting, 
Selangor, and had successfully vaccinated over 10,000 workers from the 
timber industry.

He was also the architect of the strategically crafted out MTC Five-
Year Roadmap to circumvent the effects of the pandemic and pushed 
through various flagship programmes such as the Engineer Placement 
and Internship in Timber Industry Programme (EPIP) to increase the 
participation of knowledge workers and young talents as well as to 

HAPPENINGS

Mr. Muhtar delivering his welcoming remarks at a seminar on “Enhanced Social 
Compliance Practices in Employment of Migrant Workers in the Malaysian 

Timber Industry” at Le Meridien, Putrajaya.
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MTC was awarded the “Council of the Year Award for Excellence in Environmental 
Sustainability and CSR Initiatives” at the Sustainability and CSR Malaysia Awards 2022.



encourage the adoption of technology to breathe new life into the 
timber industry. Other flagship programmes include the TimbeReality 
to assist the industry in venturing onto e-platforms, the TimberDIP 
to improve the marketability of Malaysian made timber products as 
well as the Export Assistance Programme (EAP) in defraying the high 
freight charges. 

To safeguard workers’ rights and further push the ESG agenda for the 
industry, Muhtar was vital in introducing a Financial Incentive for 
Workers’ Accommodation in adherence to the Employees’ Minimum 
Standards of Housing, Accommodations and Amenities Act 1990 (Act 
446) to ensure the sustainability of the industry in accordance with 
ESG and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable. Throughout his tenure as 
the CEO, MTC has been contributing to the communities across the 
country under its “Giving Back to Community”, “Giving Back to Nature” 
and “Giving Back to Stakeholders” programmes. In recognising its 
contributions, MTC has been awarded the “Government Council of the 
Year Award for Outstanding Community Support” at the Sustainability 
and CSR Malaysia Awards 2021 and the “Council of the Year Award for 
Excellence in Environmental Sustainability and CSR Initiatives” at the 
Sustainability and CSR Malaysia Awards 2022.

All of the above does not include the work that goes into the day-
to-day running of the organisation. “It has truly been a privilege 
to have served MTC for the past two years, bearing witness to 
and being directly involved in its many milestones of growth and 
accomplishments that have taken the Council to where it proudly 
stands today,” said Muhtar. As CEO, I have been extremely fortunate 
to have had the collective trust and support of a Board that was willing 
to challenge, debate, and discuss the decisions we made to ensure MTC 
was on the right track to achieve its aspirations,” said Mr. Muhtar.

HAPPENINGS

Mr. Muhtar planted a tree sapling at Jawala Plantation Industries Sdn Bhd during 
the Roadshow in Sabah.
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“Serving as CEO and working with such a fantastic team to 
accomplish all that we have was one of the most remarkable 
experiences of my life. To all my colleagues and friends, thank you 
for making the last two years so special. I would like to express my 
whole-hearted appreciation to the Ministry, Board members as well 
as the Leadership Team and staff of MTC for making my job easier. 
I would also like to congratulate Noraihan on her appointment 
and being the first woman CEO of MTC. I wish her all the best in 
steering MTC towards its next chapter of growth,” Muhtar added.

MTC takes this opportunity to thank Mr. Muhtar Suhaili for 
his invaluable contributions and commitment, and for his 
guidance and stewardship over the last two years. His wealth 
of experience has contributed to MTC’ growth and progress 
on many strategic levels and it will continue to benefit the 
organisations that he will serve in the future.

Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman will be MTC CEO effective 1 December 2022.

Mr. Muhtar (seated, sixth from left) together with Madam Hajah Norrida (seated, eight from left) with MTC staff at the MWE Press Briefing and Media Luncheon. 



YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin with the attendees at the event.

Community farming 
to ease the shortage of 
timber raw material
The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC), 
YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin launched the Nursery and 
Community Farming programme at Plus Intervest Sdn Bhd in 
Batu Kikir, Negeri Sembilan, on 8 September 2022.

The programme was jointly organised by the Malaysian Panel-
Products Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA) in collaboration 
with the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC), the Malaysian 
Timber Industry Board (MTIB), Plus Intervest Sdn Bhd, the 
Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM), and the Forestry 
Department of Peninsular Malaysia (FDPM). 

The community farming programme was mooted to address raw 
material shortages in the timber industry with the planting of 
fast-growing timber species on idle land belonging to villagers.

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida said that species such as Eucalyptus and 
Albizia will be planted as they are good sources of raw materials 
for plywood and panel production. This project will also reduce 
the dependency on natural forests while greening the villages. 
She added that the community farming project will not only help 
increase wood supply and boost the timber industry but also serve 
as flood mitigation since more trees will be planted and this in 
turn will increase water infiltration.

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin planting the Eucalyptus pellita seedlings. 
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MTC Chairman Hajah Norrida Yusoff, MTIB Director General Mr. 
Kamaruzaman Othman, MTC Chief Executive Officer Mr. Muhtar 
Suhaili, MPMA Chairman Datuk Wira Sheikh Othman Rahman, 
Plus Intervest Sdn Bhd Managing Director and MTC’s Board of 
Trustees Datuk Chua Hock Gee, as well as other timber industry 
members, attended the ceremony.

Additionally, FRIM Deputy Director General Dr. Norwati 
Muhammad, representatives from MPIC, the Malaysian Timber 
Certification Council (MTCC) and other stakeholders were also 
present together with the local community from Batu Kikir.

Timber raw material shortage is a major problem for the industry, 
and industry players have been diligently working together with 
the government and relevant agencies to tackle this problem. 
Panel product manufacturers are facing a hard time due to an acute 
shortage of raw materials. 

Community farming will reduce the burden of the panel product 
manufacturers while boosting the economies of local communities 
while landowners involved in this project have ready buyers for the 
timbers, they can also plant other cash crops while waiting for the 
timber trees to reach the suitable sizes for harvesting.
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“Species such as Eucalyptus 
and Albizia will be planted as 
they are good sources of raw 
materials for plywood and 
panel production. This project 
will also reduce the dependency 
on natural forests while 
greening the villages.”  
- YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida.
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YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin delivering her speech.

It will not only improve the livelihood of the B40 community 
and encourage afforestation but also reduce urban migration as 
this project will create more job opportunities, especially for the 
younger generation. This will create a generation of Malaysians 
that know how to plant timber trees properly and in turn 
appreciate the importance of protecting the environment.

Datuk Chua Hock Gee (second from right)  briefing on the different types of 
seedlings at the event.

Attendees of the Community Farming Programme with their participation certificates.
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MTC inks MoU with   
Thai counterparts

In a move to enhance ASEAN member countries’ competitiveness as a 
region, the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with the Thai Hevea Wood Association 
(THA) and the Wood Processing Industry Club at The Federation of 
Thai Industries (FTI) in Songkhla, Thailand on 15 September 2022.

The MoU, which was signed by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, THA 
President Mr Nikorn Likhitwangphanit and FTI Wood Processing 
Industry Club’s Chairman Mr. Akarin Vongapirat will help promote 
the development of the Malaysian and Thailand timber trade as well 
as establish timber trade standardisation between the two countries. 

The signing ceremony was witnessed by Consul General of Malaysia 
in Songkhla, Mr. Muhammad Ridzuan Abu Yazid, Director of 
the Industrial Promotion Centre Building 11th Region Mr. Dome 
Tanomboon, Assistant Director of The Rubber Authority of Thailand 
(Southern Thailand) Mr. Prapas Satienrungsarid, Director of 
Commercial Affairs Songkhla Ms. Chatsuda Chumsaeng, MTC’s 
Board of Trustees Tuan Haji Farosham Naizamohideen and MTC’s 
Market Promotion & Product Development Director Ms. Alexis 
Chang.

Mr. Muhtar said this partnership with the Thai counterparts 
was timely as regional economies rise from the aftermath of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“While we are on the path of economic recovery, we need to 
undertake all necessary efforts in ensuring rapid and sustainable 
economic growth between both countries,” he said.
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“Malaysia and Thailand have also long enjoyed and shared strong 
trading partnerships within ASEAN,” said Mr. Muhtar.

In 2021, Malaysia was one of the Top 5 major timber export 
destinations for Thailand’s major timber products, especially for 
sawntimber. Malaysia was the largest export country for Thailand’s 
sawntimber which amounted to USD44.3 million. Thailand also 
exported USD7.8 million worth of wooden furniture and USD10 
million worth of plywood to Malaysia in 2021.

The MoU signing was followed by a Business-To-Business (B2B) 
matching session between 19 timber companies from Malaysia and 
15 companies from Thailand.

“We need to strengthen our business ties and help escalate each 
other’s imports and exports in international markets,” he said, 
adding that the MoU was prompted during an earlier market visit to 
Bangkok in April 2022.

“Both MTC and FTI came up with the idea of organising a 
Rubberwood Sourcing Mission from Malaysia to the Songkhla 
province which is the second-largest rubber producer in Thailand 
with 330,240ha of planted area,” said Mr. Muhtar.

Sourcing and augmenting raw material supply for local timber-
based manufacturers is one of MTC’s top priorities and Thailand’s 
rubberwood is much sought-after. 

September-October 2022 Timber Malaysia

The MoU signatories (seated from left) Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, Mr. Nikorn Likhitwangphanit and Mr. Akarin Vongapirat.



Tapping market 
potentials in the UAE
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) conducted a working 
visit to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) from 25 to 26 
September 2022. The MTC’s delegation was led by its 
Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff and CEO Mr. 
Muhtar Suhaili. 

During the visit, the MTC delegation visited Royal Joinery 
& Royal Wood Factory which is a member of the United Al 
Saqer Group. The company produces a variety of wooden 
products such as doors, furniture, solid wood floorings, 
wall claddings, and wardrobes. This company successfully 
delivered many construction projects which include several 
high-rise residential, hotel, and commercial buildings 
throughout the UAE.

Apart from that, MTC also hosted a networking dinner 
with the Abu Dhabi timber industry players, consisting of 
importers, wood joineries, furniture manufacturers, and 
construction professionals.

Madam Hajah Norrida handing over MTC’s 30th Anniversary Book to Aldar Properties Vice President (Design and Master Planning) Ms. Mariam Al-Mansoori.

The delegation also paid a courtesy visit to Aldar Properties, 
one of the leading real estate development, management, 
and investment company in Abu Dhabi. The delegation was 
welcomed by Aldar Properties Vice President (Design and 
Master Planning) Ms. Mariam Al-Mansoori and Vice President 
(Sustainability Design) Mr. Tarik Tadmuri.

During the visit, Mr. Muhtar shared information on MTC, 
market updates, and export performance of Malaysian timber 
products to the UAE. Among the topic of discussion were 
the challenges and opportunities to expand timber exports, 
trade regulations imposed by Abu Dhabi’s authorities, 
Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG), sustainable 
issues, and potential areas of collaboration. 
 
The delegation was also represented by MTC CIMC and Africa 
Regional Representative Mr. Abdul Hadi Ismail and the Middle 
East and Central Asia (MECA) Regional Representative Mr. 
Mursyid Al-Amien.

MTC delegation visited the Royal Joinery & Royal Wood Factory. Madam Hajah Norrida and Mr. Muhtar during their visit to a timber manufacturing factory.
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MTC heads Down Under  
to boost trade

The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) organised a Marketing 
Mission to Australia from 24 September to 1 October 2022 
to continue to seek new opportunities, strengthen trade and 
enhance investment ties.

The mission to Melbourne was held from 25 to 28 September 
where various engagement and networking sessions were 
coordinated and these were followed by the mission to Sydney, 
where further meetings with the Australian timber industry 
players were held from 29 September to 1 October.

In Melbourne, the MTC delegation led by MTC Chairman Madam 
Hajah Norrida Yusoff and MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili met with 
stakeholders and industry players.

A Business-To-Business (B2B) networking session was also held 
in Melbourne which kickstarted with the opening remarks by 
Madam Hajah Norrida and followed by welcoming remarks by 
the Australian Timber Importers Federation (ATIF) General 
Manager, Mr. John Halkett and a presentation by MTC’s 

International Business Development Division - Cluster 2 (IBDD-C2) 
Director Mr. Khairul Anwar. 

The delegation also visited several companies, factories, and 
plantations including the Bunnings Mentone, Canterbury Timber 
Windows and Doors, Tillings Group, and Heartwood Plantations.

In Sydney, a B2B networking session was held and the delegation 
visited several companies including Hardware & General, ITI 
Australia and Hurfords Wholesale. These three companies are 
among the major industry players in Australia.

The delegation comprised MTC’s Board of Trustees Mr. George 
Yap, Sarawak Timber Industry Development Corporation (STIDC) 
General Manager Datu Haji Hashim Haji Bojet, Consul General 
of Malaysia to Melbourne Ms. Mazita Marzuki, MATRADE Trade 
Commissioner Ms. Azimatul Masriyah Aziz Jamaludin, and MTC 
staff. McInnes International Managing Director Mr. Campbell Mc 
Innes also joined the delegates in Sydney.

The delegation during a factory visit.MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff (third from right) with Mr. John Halkett (second 
from right) and MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili (third from left) during their visit in Australia.

The mission participants.



Touching base with   
US counterparts
In conjunction with High Point Fall Market 2022, the Malaysian 
Timber Council (MTC) led by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili 
organised a Business Visit to North Carolina, USA, from 22 – 26 
October 2022. 

The mission aimed to promote and generate interest in 
Malaysian timber and timber-based products, particularly in 
North Carolina as well as connect industry players from both 
countries and keep abreast with the latest industry trends while 
establishing new business contacts. 

The participants included Bakti Malaysia Sdn Bhd Managing 
Director Mr. Goh Chee Yew, who is also MTC’s Board of Trustees 
and President of the Malaysian Wood Industries Association 
(MWIA), Eastern Smart Furniture Sdn Bhd Director Mr. Je 
Hong Kim, Isella Sofa Design Sdn Bhd Marketing Director Mr. 
Benjamin Er, Timber Art Design Sdn Bhd Managing Director Mr. 
Toh Chin Loy, and Jian Gian Industries (M) Sdn Bhd Business 
Manager Mr. Luk Ing Kee. 

The MTC delegation was also represented by MTC Americas Regional 
Representatives Ms. Lai Mei Theng, and Marketing Executive Ms. 
Angelina Rouget, as well as International Business Development 
Division - Cluster 1 (IBDD-C1) Executive Ms. Lim Siew Jin. 

During the visit to High Point, the MTC delegation met with the 
organiser of High Point Market Authority President and CEO Mr. 

Tom Conley, Home Furnishings Association Director of Membership 
and Partnerships Mr. Jordan Boyst, and Furniture Today, Senior 
Account Executive Ms. Alex Kennerly. These meetings provided 
insights into the current state of the American furniture industry 
and how the Malaysian furniture industry can further strengthen its 
presence in the USA.

The delegation also visited Rooms To Go, Coaster Fine Furniture, 
New Classic Furniture, Greenington Fine Bamboo Furniture, DeCasa 
Marble, LH Imports Ltd, Crown Mark Furniture, Sealy Furniture, 
Najarian Furniture Company, Homelegance Inc., Jayakas Inc., and 
Lifestyle Enterprises Inc.

A business networking reception held on 24 October brought 
together both the Malaysian and American timber industry 
members to exchange views and to explore business potentials. 
An informative sharing session was also held where OS Logistics 
3PL Fulfilment Warehouse President Mr. Avery Chua, delivered his 
presentation to the attendees. 

The United States is one of the most important countries for Malaysia 
in the export of timber and timber products. In 2021, Malaysia’s 
exports of timber and timber products to the United States were valued 
at USD 1.89 billion. The top three products exported were wooden 
furniture (USD 1,583.7 million), plywood (USD 83.1 million), and 
Builders’ Joinery and Carpentry (BJC) (USD 65.4 million). 

The delegation visiting the Rooms To Go’s showroom. Meeting with Home Furnishings  Association Director of Membership and Partnerships 
Mr. Jordan Boyst.
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MTC delegation together with Mr. Richard Goh (fourth from left), the Malaysia Country Manager from New Classic Furniture.
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MTC & MTA visit to 
Europe for EUDR
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) together with the 
Malaysian Timber Association (MTA) mounted a visit to 
Europe to meet and discuss with key stakeholders of the 
European Union Deforestation-Free Products Regulation 
(EUDR) within and outside of the European Union institutions 
to present the Malaysian timber industry’s position on this 
matter and to explore the practical way forward to influence 
the implementation mechanism of the regulation before it is 
finalised within the coming months. 

The delegation, led by MTA President Mr. Goh Chee Yew, 
comprising MTC COO Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman, 
MTA Consultant Mr. Yong Teng Koon, MTC Advisor on 
Sustainability Issues Ms. Aimi Lee Abdullah, Malaysian 
Wood Industries Association (MWIA) Senior Executive 
Officer Ms. Pang Suet Kum, and MTC Europe & Russia 
Regional Head Mr. Gopinathan Tanikudy held several 
engagement sessions in Brussels, Belgium and The Hague, 
The Netherlands from 3 to 9 September 2022.  

In November 2021, the European Commission proposed that 
the European Union Deforestation-Free Products Regulation 
(EUDR) mitigate activities contributing to deforestation and 
climate change by implementing a mandatory supply chain 
verification. EUDR will be replacing the European Union 
Timber Regulation (EUTR) which will expand its scope to 
include a wider range of commodities including soy, palm oil, 
coffee, cocoa, beef, and other agricommodity sectors.

During the visit, the delegation met with Mr. Tapio Kytölä, 
Finnish Permanent Representation to the EU; Mr. Arnold 
Puech d’Alissac, Member of the European Economic and 

Meeting with the Embassy of Malaysia in Den Haag Ambassador Dato’ Nadzirah Osman 
(third from left).

Meeting with Bulgarian Permanent Representation to EU Ms. Zefira Eskidarova (fourth from 
left) and Head of Section Agriculture and Fisheries Ms. Snejana (third from right).

September-October 2022 Timber Malaysia

INGS
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Mr. Muhtar giving his welcoming remarks during the Debriefing Session.Extensive discussions were held during the meetings with the European counterparts. 
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Social Committee (EESC); Mr. Anthony Agotha, Member of Cabinet 
of the Executive Vice-President for the European Green Deal; Ms. 
Kristina Nordéus, Swedish Permanent Representation to the EU; Ms. 
Silvia Melegari, Secretary General of CEI-Bois; Ms. Zefira Eskidarova, 
Bulgarian Permanent Representation to the EU; Mr. Tomislav Tojcic, 
Croatian Permanent Representation to the EU; Ms. Janika Laht, 
Counsellor for Environmental Affairs and Estonian Permanent 
Representation to the EU; Ms. Marie-Louise Frolich Brodsgaard, 
Counsellor for Environment and Danish Permanent Representation 
to the EU; Mr. Eddy Esselink, Programme Manager for Sustainable 
Development of European Palm Oil Alliance; H.E. Dato’ Nadzirah 
Osman, Ambassador of Malaysia, The Hague and H.E. Dato’ Ahmad 
Rozian Abdul Ghani - Ambassador of Malaysia in Brussels.    
 
Following the visit, MTC organised a Debriefing Session on 14 
October 2022 at its headquarters to provide updates on the visit. 
MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili said that the European Union’s 
new rulings will have an impact on Malaysia’s exports of timber 
and timber products into the bloc as the new ruling has more 
requirements to be fulfilled. 

The Malaysian timber industry under MTA and MTC have 
collaborated in drafting a position paper on EUDR as an outcome of 

an industry consultation session organised by MTC involving the 
timber industry associations from Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah, 
and Sarawak on 19 May 2022. The position paper was finalised 
and signed by MTC and MTA in August 2022 and served as a 
guide for the Malaysian timber industry to engage with the EU 
Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) during the visit. 

The hybrid sharing session touched on several other matters 
including the background of EUDR, the institutional structure of 
the European Union (EU), key findings, recommendations, and 
the way forward. 

Mr. Goh also shared that the exports of timber products from 
Malaysia to Europe totalled RM1.93 billion in 2021 and the top 
five timber products exported were wooden furniture (RM778.6 
million), mouldings (RM361.7 million), sawntimber (RM298.2 
million), BJC (RM292.3 million), and plywood (RM170.8 million) 
where most of the products were exported to the United Kingdom 
and the Netherlands. 

The hybrid session was attended by over 70 participants comprising 
representatives from the timber industry, associations, agencies, 
and ministries.

Mr. Yong Teng Koon answering the question raised by the attendees during the Debriefing Session.
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Exploring trade 
opportunities in Bangladesh
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) together with the Malaysian 
Rubber Council (MRC) visited Dhaka, Bangladesh, from 9 to 11 
September 2022 to explore the potential of developing the agricommodity 
market, especially palm oil, rubber and timber in Bangladesh. 

This visit is subsequent to the signing of a Letter of Intent (LOI) with 
Aim Vision Limited between MTC, MRC, and Malaysian Palm Oil 
Council (MPOC) during the Malaysia International Agricommodity 
Expo & Summit (MIACES) in Kuala Lumpur on 28 July 2022 to 
initiate an Agricommodity Integrated Office in Bangladesh.

The delegation which comprised MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili 
and MRC CEO Mr. Nor Hizwan Ahmad visited the Shah Group 
and Shasha Group. Shah Group runs various businesses including 
aviation, real estate, construction, tourism, logistics and courier, 
international trading, and food, whereas Shasha Group is a 
successful textile company that exports its products to many 
countries. Bangladesh is the second largest exporter of textiles 
in the world after China where the country’s strengths are due 
to the low labour costs and a vast workforce. These companies 
are interested to join as a consortium to seize the opportunity to 
market Malaysian agricommodity products in Bangladesh. 
A visit to the University of Asia Pacific (UAP) which is one of the 

leading private universities in Bangladesh was also conducted. 
The delegation was welcomed by the Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees Mr. Mohammed Alauddin, Vice Chancellor Prof. 
Dr. Qumrul Ahsan, Pro Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Md. Sultan 
Mahmud, as well as the top leadership of the university. UAP 
started its operations in 1996, continues to grow, and now has 
6,498 Bachelor’s and Master’s students from local and abroad.

The Government of Bangladesh is actively seeking foreign 
investment including from Malaysia. Sectors with active 
investments from overseas include agribusiness, textiles, 
leathers, light manufacturing, power and energy, electronics, 
light engineering, information, and communications technology 
(ICT), plastic, healthcare, medical equipment, pharmaceutical, 
shipbuilding, and infrastructure. The Bangladesh government 
offers a range of investment incentives under its industrial 
policy and export-oriented growth strategy with few formal 
distinctions between foreign and domestic private investors. This 
is in line with Bangladesh Vision 2041 (Vision ‘41), a national 
strategic plan to further develop Bangladesh’s socioeconomics. 
Its aim is to end poverty and to reach higher middle-income 
status by 2031 and to be a developed nation by 2041.
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Mr. Muhtar and Mr. Nor Hizwan visiting the University of Asia Pacific.

Mr. Muhtar signing the guest book at the University of Asia Pacific.Mr. Muhtar (third from left) and Mr. Nor Hizwan (fourth from left) with the Bangladeshi 
counterparts.
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Two Malaysian industry members speaking to a Chilean representative on the 
possibility of securing raw materials.

MTC’s B2B with   
Chilean suppliers
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) had an engagement 
session with the Chilean Ambassador to Malaysia, H.E. Don 
Diego Velasco, and the Chilean timber industry players to 
enhance trade between the two countries. 

The meeting, which was held at the Traders Hotel on 25 
August 2022, was also attended by Malaysian Panel-Products 
Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA) Chairman Datuk Wira 
Sheikh Othman Sheikh Abdul Rahman, President of Malaysian 
Furniture Council (MFC) Mr. Khoo Yeow Chong, President of 
the Timber Exporters Association of Malaysia (TEAM) Mr. Chua 
Song Fong and the President of the Association of Malaysian 
Bumiputra Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA) Tuan 
Haji Farosham Naizamohideen. 

Also present were representatives of the Malaysian Wood 
Industries Association (MWIA), Malaysian Wood Moulding & 
Joinery Council (MWMJC) and MTC Board of Trustees.

The Chilean delegation comprised Prochile Sales Manager, 
Ms. Ana Belen Bueno, Exportadora De Productis Forestales 
(ASUN) Mr. Francisco Macheo Lorca, Pacific Forest Ms. 
Constanza Gajardi, Forestal LV EIRL Mr. Vicente Lopez 
as well as Chile Consul to Malaysia Mr. Jose Nesvara. The 
Chilean delegation visited Diverse Integrated Sdn Bhd in 
Seremban, Negeri Sembilan, and Supreme Group in Telok 
Panglima Garang, Selangor. 

A Business-To-Business (B2B) session was held the next day between 
the Chilean representatives and 30 Malaysian companies at MTC’s 
HQ in Kuala Lumpur. 

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili in his welcoming remarks said the 
B2B was important to enhance existing business collaborations and 
to explore new revenue streams. He added that the B2B would help 
increase timber trade, especially importation of raw materials by 
Malaysian companies.

Mr. Muhtar said Malaysia’s need for timber raw material has been 
rising. In 2021, Malaysia imported RM1.02 billion of sawntimber 
(RM793.0 million) and logs (RM222.95 million) which was an 
increase of 43.10% compared to 2020. Malaysia imported more than 
RM28 million worth of sawntimber from Chile in 2021. 

Some of the Chilean suppliers and Malaysian manufacturers after the B2B.
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Market research visit   
to Indonesia

In conjunction with The International Furniture Manufacturing 
Components Exhibition (IFMAC) and Woodworking Machinery 
Exhibition (WOODMAC), a Market Research Visit to Jakarta was 
jointly organised by the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) and the 
Association of Bumiputra Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA) 
from 20-23 September 2022.

PEKA was represented by its President, Tuan Haji Farosham 
Naizamohideen, who is also a member of MTC’s Board of Trustees 
while MTC was represented by its Industry Development and 
Transformation Division (IDTD) Director Mr. Mokhtar Mohd 
Yaacob and Market Promotion and Product Development Division 
(MPPD) Director Ms. Alexis Chang. 

Aside from the visit to IFMAC and WOODMAC, the delegation 
organised a visit to the Indonesian Furniture and Craft Industry 
Association (ASMINDO), an association in Indonesia that represents 
all furniture and handicraft companies ranging from raw materials, 
semi-finished, and finished products.

The delegation visited the exhibition which was organised by PT 
Wahana Kemalaniaga Makmur (WAKENI). The organiser took 

the entourage on a tour of the fair that showcased the latest 
manufacturing technologies, trending designs and materials, and 
educational opportunities. 

During the visit, an engagement session was held with ASMINDO 
Chairman Mr. Dedy Rochimat and his committee members. Being 
one of the biggest furniture and craft associations in Indonesia 
with over 2,500 members, ASMINDO also showcased their Vivere 
Group Showroom, which exhibited products produced locally as 
well as from abroad.  

PEKA delegates also visited a rattan furniture factory in Cirebon 
city in northern West Java, Indonesia. Rattan is a plant that thrives 
in Asia, including Indonesia. Currently, rattan SMEs have grown 
rapidly in several areas such as Solo, Sidoarjo, Malang, and Cirebon. 

This market research visit was also attended by Chargé d’affaires 
Mr. Adlan Mohd Shaffieq, a representative from the Embassy of 
Malaysia in Jakarta, MATRADE Trade Commissioner, Ms. Anisah 
Ali, as well as PEKA and MTC staff.
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MTC and PEKA representatives at the ASMINDO showroom.

PEKA President Tuan Haji Farosham Naizamohideen handing over a token of appreciation to ASMINDO Chairman Mr. Dedy Rochimat.
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The discussion touched 
on the CSR tree-
planting programme, 
community farming, 
and industrial tree 
plantation (ITP).

The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) together with the 
Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association 
(MPMA) and the Malaysian Wood Moulding & Joinery 
Council (MWMJC) paid a courtesy visit to the Forest 
Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM) on 6 September 2022. 

MTC was led by its Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff 
and was joined by MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, MWMJC 
Chairman Mr. George Yap, MPMA Chairman Datuk 
Wira Sheikh Othman Rahman, MTC Leadership Team 
and representatives from MWMJC. FRIM was led by its 
Director General Dr. Ismail Parlan together with its Deputy 
Director General (Research & Development) Dr. Norwati 
Muhammad and other FRIM representatives. 

The discussion touched on the CSR tree-planting 
programme, community farming, and industrial 
tree plantation (ITP). The visit aimed to strengthen 
collaboration between the stakeholders and to get 
assistance from FRIM in scientific research to produce 
quality timber for raw materials. 

After the briefing and discussion, Madam Hajah Norrida 
planted a Sterculia parviflora sapling, also known as 
Kelumpang Burung because birds love to eat its’ fruits. 
This tree can grow up to 20 metres tall and girth reaching 
180 cm with pinkish bark. It is planted for ornamental 
purposes, and can be found widely distributed in India, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore. It is listed as a Least 
Concerned species in IUCN Red List. This species is 
commonly scattered in lowland and hill forests. Madam Hajah Norrida planted a Sterculia parviflora sapling, also known as 

Kelumpang Burung at FRIM.

MTC together with MPMA and MWMJC paid a courtesy visit to FRIM.

Building stronger ties 
with FRIM
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Debut of MTC’s virtual 
marketing seminar
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) once again gathered timber 
industry experts from several countries for its annual marketing 
seminar to share latest information and knowledge, especially on 
export opportunities with Malaysian timber-based manufacturers.

Held on 21 September 2022, it was MTC’s first virtual marketing 
seminar and as part of several activities to celebrate MTC’s 30th 
anniversary this year. Themed “Revitalising the Timber Business”, 
the seminar aimed to keep the timber industry members abreast 
of the latest market trends to help them capitalise on the 
opportunities available worldwide. 

Delivering the welcoming remarks on behalf of MTC CEO Mr. 
Muhtar Suhaili was MTC Chief Operations Officer Madam Noraihan 
Abdul Rahman who said to stay viable, industry members must be 
aware of the changing market trends and upcoming opportunities. 

Madam Noraihan said that the Malaysian timber industry is an 
important contributor to the national economy as the timber 
sector is the third largest sector in the agricommodity industry 
after palm oil and rubber.

In 2021, Malaysia exported RM22.74 billion (USD5.49 billion) 
worth of timber and timber products representing 1.52% 
of Malaysia’s total gross domestic product (GDP), 1.83% of 
Malaysia’s total export of merchandise, and 1.69% of the global 
total export of timber products.

To gain better insights, the speakers were selected from Malaysia’s 
traditional markets as well as from emerging markets. The 
distinguished speakers were from Mexico, Thailand, Australia, 
India, and China who highlighted the challenges, prospects, 
as well as opportunities within the industry. Also among the 
speakers was an economic expert from RHB Bank Malaysia who 
shared insights on the global economic outlook, especially for the 
second half of 2022 and 2023. 

The seminar was streamed in the immersive view mode within MTC’s 
TimbeReality platform – a 360° virtual gallery for Malaysian timber 
and furniture products that will be fully integrated by 2022. More 
than 150 participants from the timber industry as well as various 
other industries participated in the event.

This was the first time that MTC’s marketing seminar went virtual.
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Reimagining interior 
designing in Bangladesh
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) organised a virtual 
industry dialogue titled “Connect with Interior Décor Industry 
of Bangladesh” on 13 September 2022 with Mr. KS Muzakker 
Ahmadul Hoque, the Director from Aim Vision Limited, 
Bangladesh, as the speaker for the session. 

Mr. Muzakker shared on business potentials for Malaysian timber 
products, country overview as well as the market for interior décor, 
furniture, engineered wood, and timber in Bangladesh.

The Republic of Bangladesh is among the top three destinations 
in South Asia for Malaysian timber and timber products. From 
January to June 2022, RM9.3 million worth of timber products 
were exported by Malaysia to Bangladesh which includes 
fibreboard, furniture, BJC, veneer, sawntimber, particleboard, 
moulding, and logs. The participants were informed that 
despite the hike in building materials costs by over 10 percent 

during the last six months, demand for housing, hospitality, 
and commercial spaces is on the rise in Bangladesh.

The market for home interiors and renovation in Bangladesh 
is growing fast on the back of a booming real estate 
market, rising income levels of people, and urbanisation. 
The domestic interior design market is estimated to have 
witnessed a four-fold growth over the past decade according 
to industry insiders. The market is projected to double over 
the next five years.

Demand for wood products is likely to grow due to the 
increasing population and affordability. According to the 
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), the demand for 
timber may continue to rise in tandem with the growth in 
population. The demand for timber is likely to rise to 9.77 
million cubic metres by 2030 and 10.62 million cubic metres 
by 2050, from current consumption of approximately 8.57 
million cubic metres.

The recovery and resumption of the construction sector post-
pandemic in Bangladesh serve as an excellent opportunity 
for the Malaysian timber industry to focus on value-added 
timber products in Bangladesh.

The virtual dialogue was presided over by MTC COO Madam 
Noraihan Abdul Rahman and International Business 
Development Division - Cluster 2 (IBDD-C2) Director Mr. 
Khairul Anwar, and it attracted a total of 37 participants. 

Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman delivering her welcoming remarks.
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Retreat 
for timber 
industry’s 

stakeholders
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) successfully organised the 
Malaysian Timber Agency and Councils Coordination Retreat at 
the Cyberview Resort & Spa, Cyberjaya on 19 September 2022. 

The retreat aimed to align the functions and roles of the agencies 
and councils and to discuss programmes for achieving the target 
set in the National Agricommodity Policy 2021-2030 (DAKN 
2030). During the retreat, all parties shared and presented their 
2023 ambitions and programmes which focused on raw material, 
manpower, market access, and productivity. Various issues and 
solutions were also brainstormed during the session.

The retreat was attended by the top management and staff from 
the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) 
Timber, Tobacco, and Kenaf Industries Development Division 
(KTK), Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB), MTC and 
Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC). 

Among the attendees were the MPIC Deputy Under Secretary, 
Timber, Tobacco, and Kenaf Industry Development Unit, Ms. 
Habibah Ahmad, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, Malaysian 
Timber Industry Board (MTIB) Director General Mr. 
Kamaruzaman Othman, and Malaysian Timber Certification 
Council (MTCC) CEO Ms. Siti Syaliza Mustapha.

A total of 45 participants attended the retreat which was 
moderated by YBhg. Dato’ Dr. Hajah Marzalina Mansor, the 
former Deputy Director General of Research, Forest Research 
Institute Malaysia (FRIM).

Tapping 
the ‘halal’ 

market
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) participated in the 
Malaysia International Halal Exhibition 2022 (MIHAS) as 
part of the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities 
(MPIC) Pavilion at the Malaysia International Trade and 
Exhibition Centre (MITEC) in Kuala Lumpur from 7-11 
September 2022. 

Organised by MATRADE under the patronage of the Ministry 
of International Trade and Industry, this year’s MIHAS, themed 
“Diversifying Halal Possibilities”, aimed to be the gateway into 
the global halal ecosystem. 

MIHAS 2022 had more than 1,000 booths in 13 clusters, where 
over 400 international buyers from more than 50 countries 
from the Middle East, Europe, Central Asia, South Asia, ASEAN, 
Oceania, and Africa participated in it. 

This year, MATRADE added Islamic Arts and Culture as MIHAS 
2022’s 13th cluster, complementing existing clusters comprising 
Pharmaceuticals, Islamic Finance, Modest Fashion, Media and 
Recreation, Cosmetics and Personal Care, Food Technology, 
Franchise, Muslim-friendly Travel, Services and Enablers, 
Education, and e-Commerce.

Since its inception in 2004, MIHAS has become an event eagerly 
anticipated by local and foreign businesses in halal trade. Its 
cumulative contribution is close to RM20 billion in exports.  

The palm oil, rubber, timber, cocoa, kenaf, and pepper sectors 
were featured under MPIC’s pavilion. MTC’s promotional booth 
garnered interests from visitors who were keen to know more 
about Malaysian timber and timber products as well as MTC’s 
programmes and services.

All the officials and staff that participated in the Malaysian 
Timber Agency and Councils Coordination Retreat. 

Visitors at MTC’s booth at MIHAS.
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The speaker, Ms. Stella Wong from Brand Soul Malaysia Sdn Bhd answering the questions posted by the participants.

Building a sustainable brand
In line with MTC’s 2022 Must-Win of “Vitalising Market Access 
and Branding”, the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) organised 
a webinar titled “Building a Sustainable Brand & Beyond” on 27 
September 2022. 

MTC COO Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman, who delivered the 
welcoming remarks on behalf of MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili, 
emphasised that businesses need to go an extra mile in ensuring 
that they stand out in the crowd due to the huge amount of 
competition these days. With the right branding, business owners 
have the chance to get some control over how people perceive 
their business. A company should invest in creating a strong 
brand to get people’s attention to distinguish themself from 
competitors. 

Ms. Stella Wong, a Brand and Marketing Strategist as well as the 
Founder of Brand Soul Malaysia Sdn Bhd, was invited as a speaker 
for the webinar. She shared the best ways to develop a strong and 

consistent brand identity and how to develop a sustainable brand 
strategy for businesses in achieving long-term business growth. She 
also talked about the difference between branding and marketing, 
signs of brand dilution, tools to use in monitoring marketing results, 
and ways to optimise the marketing budget. 

This webinar is an introductory to one of MTC’s programmes called 
“MTC Industry Branding Programme – Brand Audit & Coaching”, 
which is a special programme to assist the Malaysian timber 
industry to maximise its brand potential to achieve sustainable 
business growth. 

The webinar was streamed in the immersive view mode within MTC’s 
TimbeReality platform – a 360° virtual gallery for Malaysian timber 
and furniture products that will be fully integrated by 2022. The 
webinar was moderated by MTC Market Promotion and Product 
Development Division (MPPD) Executive Mr. Muhammad Saifullah 
Ismail and it attracted more than 60 participants.
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Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman delivering her welcoming remarks during the 
webinar session. 

Ms. Stella Wong spoke on the difference between branding and marketing.



MTC’s budget townhall
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) organised its annual Budget 
Townhall Session with the industry on 7 October 2022 to align 
MTC’s 2023 Business Plan that will help reinforce the industry’s 
recovery and strengthen its resilience as timber-based companies 
re-emerge from the perils of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The townhall session started with a presentation by MTC CEO Mr. 
Muhtar Suhaili who shared the strategy of MTC’s Business Plan for 
2023 under the 14 Focus Areas with special focus on Raw Material 
Augmentation, Manpower & Knowledge Talent, Automation & 
Digitalization, Business Transformation, Issues Management, and 
Product Development. 

MTC COO Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman, spoke on the functions 
and roles of MTC’s Operations/Support Divisions.. The Directors 
under the Industry Services Divisions shared their new and existing 
initiatives for the coming year.

Various matters were deliberated after the presentations 
which included feedback from the stakeholders on the need for 
enhancing some of the proposed programmes and activities.

More than 60 participants comprising representatives from MTC’s 
Board of Trustees, the Malaysian Wood Industries Association 
(MWIA), the Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ 
Association (MPMA), the Timber Exporters’ Association of 
Malaysia (TEAM), Malaysian Wood Moulding & Joinery Council 
(MWMJC), Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC), Association of 
Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA) 
as well as industry captains attended the townhall.

MTC had earlier conducted its annual budget consultation 
sessions with the six timber associations from 24 August to 22 
September 2022 to collate feedback as well as gather details 
on the challenges faced, and improvements required to ensure 
that MTC’s 2023 Business Plan is effective and in line with the 
National Agricommodity Policy (DAKN) 2021-2030.

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili (third from left) and MTC COO Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman (third from right) with MTC’s Leadership Team at the Budget Townhall.

Mr. Muhtar taking on questions posed by the industry members.MTC’s budget townhalls are an annual event.
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In line with one of its 2022 Must-Wins - Value the Power of 
Circular Economy - and also as part of its 30th Anniversary 
initiatives on knowledge-sharing and cross-industry alliance 
towards embracing a low-carbon future and environmental 
sustainability, the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) 
sponsored the Global Cleanup Congress 2022. The Minister 
of Plantation Industries and Commodity YB Datuk Hajah 
Zuraida Kamaruddin, who officiated the event, said the 
National Agricommodity Policy (DAKN2030) supports 
efforts on environmental sustainability. 

The international congress took place at the International 
Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) Cultural Centre 
located at Gombak, Kuala Lumpur from 20-21 September 
2022 with presenters and participants from various 
countries. The conference served as a platform for 
researchers from across the globe to discuss new ways to 
clean up contamination. 

The congress was organised by CRC Care in collaboration 
with IIUM, Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM), MTC, Solid 
Waste and Public Cleansing Management Corporation 
(SWCorp) and various Ministries namely the Ministry of 
Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC), Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government of Malaysia (KPKT), 
Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation (MOSTI) 
and Ministry of Environment and Water (KASA).

At the opening ceremony, MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili 
handed over a Eucalyptus pellita seedling to IIUM Deputy 
Rector Prof. Dr. Ahmad Faris Ismail as a token of 

Mr. Muhtar (left) handing over a Eucalyptus pellita seedling  as a token of appreciation to  
IIUM Deputy Rector Prof. Dr. Ahmad Faris Ismail.

The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin (seated centre) at the conference with officials from the Ministry,
International Islamic University Malaysia and MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili (seated first on the right).

MTC in Global     
Cleanup Congress

appreciation. Also present at the congress was the Deputy Secretary 
General (Plantation & Commodity) of MPIC, Mr. Mad Zaidi Mohd 
Karli, Chairman of Global Cleanup Congress 2022 Prof. Ravi Naidu, 
and Deputy Rector (Academic and Internationalisation) IIUM Prof. 
Dr. Ahmad Faris Ismail.

On the second day of the congress, MTC CEO was one of the panelists 
at the forum on “Agri-commodity Waste and Pollution Management”. 
He spoke about the sustainability of production systems, recycling 
practices in the timber industry, and circular economy. He also shared 
some successful case studies. 

During the two-day event, MTC also set up an exhibition booth to 
showcase and promote the various timber and timber products and 
disseminated information on the Council’s programmes and activities.



A chat on design 
manufacturing awareness
The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) organised “Chat with MTC”, a talk 
and engagement session which aimed to create awareness on design in 
manufacturing as well as for manufacturers to understand the value and 
process of materialising design concepts to product development.

Mr. Walter Tan, Managing Director of Elemental Republic Sdn Bhd 
was invited as a guest speaker for all three sessions. He is a well-
known industry veteran with 27 years of experience in designing and 
developing a variety of furniture for hotels, clubhouses, cafes, and 
restaurants in Australia, China, Indonesia, and Malaysia. He was also 
selected as the panel of judges for various furniture design competitions. 

Mr. Tan shared tips on how to create a better design, added value 
to the furniture design, types of computer software, material 

selections, circular economy, how to improve customer 
satisfaction, and designers’ weaknesses. 

A special guest, MTC’s Board of Trustees Mr. George Yap who is also 
the Chairman of the Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery Council 
(MWMJC) was also invited to give a presentation during the session.

Three sessions were organised and the first session with the topic 
of “No Free Design” was held on 8 September at MTC HQ, Kuala 
Lumpur. Two subsequent sessions titled “When Manufacture 
Meets Design” were completed on 29 September in Penang and 6 
October in Batu Pahat. 

The sessions received an encouraging response which attracted 
over 90 participants from the timber industry.  

The sharing session at Black Kettle, Penang.Chat with MTC session at MTC HQ, Kuala Lumpur. 
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The Department of Polytechnics and Community College Education 
(JPPKK) of the Ministry of Higher Education, the Polytechnic Sultan 
Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah (PSA) and the Malaysian Timber Council 
(MTC) came together for the first time to share insights about the 
timber industry as well as employment opportunities for students 
during the Wood Industrial Talk 2022. The dialogue session which 
was held on 1 September 2022 at PSA aimed to strengthen the 
collaboration between the timber industry and institutions of higher 
education by providing a platform for the industry to give an update 
on courses that could meet the timber industry’s needs and increase 
students’ employability.

Officiating the event on behalf of MTC CEO was MTC’s Industry 
Development and Transformation Division (IDTD) Director Mr. 
Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob. Also present at the ceremony were the 
PSA Director Dr. Hj. Mohd Zahari Ismail, JPPKK Industry & 
Community Collaboration Division Director Madam Yusma Yusof 
and JPPKK Curriculum Division Director Dr. Norhayati Zakaria.

The session included an Exchange of Collaboration Certificate 
(CoC) Session between PSA and Exa Media Technocraft Sdn 
Bhd as well as between Temerloh Community College and 
Sainaris Modern Enterprise and Inakraf. Dr. Norhayati gave 
a presentation titled “Pendidikan Berkaitan Bidang Perkayuan 
di Politeknik dan Kolej Komuniti Malaysia” while MTC IDTD 
Asssistant Manager spoke on “Transformasi MTC Dalam 
Pembangunan Tenaga Kerja Berpengetahuan”.

More insights were shared during a panel discussion 
which was moderated by Ts. Nasrul Izan Shahrin MTC 
IDTD Assistant Manager, where Tuan Haji Farosham 
Naizamohideen, who is MTC’s Board of Trustee and Director 
of Impressive Transforms Sdn Bhd as well as the President 
of the Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC) Mr. Khoo Yeow 
Chong and the Executive Chairman of KWM Industries Sdn 
Bhd Tuan Haji Muhamad Isa Haji Saad gave their views on the 
timber industry’s current situation and future expectations. 

The talk also served as an avenue to attract students to join the timber industry. MTC’s IDTD Director Mr. Mokhtar Mohd Yaacob presenting MTC’s 30th Anniversary 
Book to PSA Director Dr. Hj. Mohd Zahari Ismail.

Focus group insights   
on timber industry
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Officials and participants giving their thumbs-up at the Wood Industrial Talk.
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For the 3rd Quarter of 2022, Malaysia recorded an increase of 21.9% in the total export of timber and timber products to RM19.375 billion 
from RM 15.897 billion in the same period in 2021. In the same period in 2022, increases were also recorded in the total import at 13.9%, 
total trade by 19.7% and trade balance by 26.7%.

Malaysia: Export and Import of Timber Products January-September 2022

Among the agricommodity sector in Malaysia, timber maintained its top three position from January to September 2022 with a total trade 
value of RM26.21 billion, with oil palm remained at the top with RM124.65 billion and rubber at the second place with RM46.76 billion. These 
were followed by cocoa at RM10.41 billion, tobacco at RM0.60 billion and pepper at RM0.18 billion.

Rise in timber exports
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Performance of Timber Trade    
by Products 

Source: MTIB

Export: of RM2.82  bil. (14.6%)
Import: RM0.49 bil. (7.1%)
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Export: RM1.02  bil. (5.3%)
Import: RM0.12 bil. (1.7%)

SABAH

Export: RM15.53  bil. (80.2%)
Import: RM6.22 bil. (91.2%)

PENINSULAR

Wooden Furniture (45.1%)

Plywood (13.8%)

Sawntimber (10.6%)

BJC (5.5%)

Fibreboard (3.6%)

Mouldings (3.6%)

Logs (2.1%)

Chipboard/ Particleboard (1.2%)

Veneer (0.4%)

Other Products (14.2%)

EXPORT
Jan-Sept

2022

Sources: DOSM & MTIB

The top products exported were wooden furniture with an export 
value of RM8.73 billion or 45.1% of the total export, followed by 
plywood (RM2.68 billion or 13.8%) and sawntimber (RM2.05 
billion or 10.6%). Following these were Builders’ Joinery and 
Carpentry (BJC) which recorded an export value of RM 1.06 
billion (5.5%), mouldings at RM0.70 billion (3.6%), fibreboard at 
RM0.69 billion (3.6%), logs at RM0.42 billion (2.1%), chipboard/
particleboard at RM0.22 billion (1.2%), veneer at RM0.07 billion 
(0.4%) and other products at RM2.76 billion or 14.2%.

Export
For import, out of the total of RM6.83 billion recorded for January 
to September, wooden furniture maintained its first place at 
RM1.70 billion or 24.8% of the total import. This was followed by 
plywood at RM1.45 billion (21.3%), sawntimber at RM0.70 billion 
(10.2%), veneer at RM0.47 billion (6.8%), chipboard/particleboard 
at RM0.28 billion (4.2%), logs at RM0.16 billion (2.4%), BJC at 
RM0.15 billion (2.2%), fibreboard at RM0.15 billion (2.2%), and 
mouldings at RM0.13 billion (1.9%). The import of other products 
totalled RM1.63 billion or 23.9% of the total import.

Import

For the first nine months of the year 2022, Malaysia’s timber and timber 
products have been largely exported to USA valued at RM6.28 billion or 32.4% 
of the total export, Japan at RM2.90 billion (14.9%) and China at RM1.88 
billion (9.7%). The three countries accounted for 57.1% of Malaysia’s total export. 

The other destinations were Singapore at RM1.00 billion (5.2%), Australia 
at RM0.89 billion (4.6%), India at RM0.77 billion (4.0%), United Kingdom at 
RM0.53 billion (2.7%), South Korea at RM0.48 billion (2.5%), the Netherlands 
at RM0.42 billion (2.2%) and the Philippines at RM0.41 billion (2.1%).

Performance by Export Destinations 
and Import Origins: Top 10

Timber Trade by Region in Malaysia 

IMPORT

Sources: DOSM & MTIB
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1. USA

2. JAPAN

3. CHINA

4. SINGAPORE

5. AUSTRALIA

6. INDIA

7. UK

8. SOUTH KOREA

9. THE NETHERLANDS

10. THE PHILIPPINES 

Top 10 Export Destinations

For the period under review, Malaysia imported RM2.41 billion worth of timber and timber products from China or 35.2% of the total import. This 
was followed by Indonesia at RM1.37 billion (20.1%), Vietnam at RM0.63 (9.2%), Thailand at RM0.41 billion (6.0%), USA at RM0.40 billion (5.9%), 
Brazil at RM0.29 billion (4.3%), Australia at RM0.18 billion (2.7%), New Zealand at RM0.17 billion (2.5%), Chile at RM0.08 billion (1.1%) and 
Poland at RM0.06 billion or 0.9%. 
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IN CONVERSATION 

1. How did you get involved in the interior 
design industry? Tell us about the moment when 
you decided this was the way to go. 

It started during my secondary school days when I was 
involved in the Arts Society and won a few design competitions 
nationally. From there, it gave me the fundamental strength 
and spirit to pursue my career in the creative field. Discovering 
my interest in this field, I signed up for an interior design 
course at the Malaysian Institute of Art right after secondary 
school. I furthered my education and training in New York, 
where I obtained an Associate Degree in Applied Science 
Interior Design.

IDr Lai Siew Hong
IDr Lai Siew Hong, Co-Founder and Chief Executive Designer of Blue Water 
Studio, who is also the president of the Malaysian Institute of Interior Design 
(MIID), is the creative mind behind the award-winning interior design for 
numerous hospitality and F&B establishments, including luxury hotels such as 
The Edison George Town, EQ KL, citizenM KL, Hard Rock Hotel Desaru Coast and 
Kuala Lumpur rooftop bar Sky51. In this issue, we get up close and personal with 
IDr Lai, who is a multiple award-winning interior designer, voted as Asia’s Most 
Influential Designer at the Designer of the Year Awards in 2020.

In Conversation with

28

2. Having passion for work is always the key to 
achieving better. What are you most passionate 
about as an interior designer? 

Interior designing is about understanding the history of a 
location, along with the social behaviour of people and their 
ethnicity, background, and heritage. Bridging all these to 
offer an interpretation of luxury and elegance is the heart 
of the industry. I enjoyed the whole design process from 
setting the overall strategic design direction together with 
our designers in the studio and overseeing each project 
from conception through to the end of completion. The most 
interesting part is seeing how our design engages people with 
a memorable experience. 
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IN CONVERSATION 

3. How would you describe your design 
style and where do you get your inspiration 
from? 

Each design that we create takes inspiration from the local culture, 
heritage, art, cuisine, and fashion, which plays an important 
part in crafting a powerful narrative that inspire our design. Our 
design signature is a modern contemporary style with artistic 
perspective and timeless sensibility. We always embark on the 
journey to create purposeful designs which facilitate memorable 
and inspiring experiences that are distinctive yet seamlessly 
integrate cultures and beliefs into every story. 

The reception lobby at Capri by Fraser, Bukit Bintang KL.

“Interior designing is 
about understanding 
the history of a location, 
along with the social 
behaviour of people 
and their ethnicity, 
background, and 
heritage. Bridging 
all these to offer an 
interpretation of luxury 
and elegance is the  
heart of the industry,”   
said IDr Lai Siew Hong.

29

The guestroom at Capri by Fraser, Bukit Bintang KL.
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4. Timber fits in all settings. 
Based on your experience, is 
timber favoured in interior 
design, and is there any added 
advantage of using timber in 
design?

Timber has been a constant choice for 
commercial and residential interior 
designs for many years, with its 
popularity continuing to grow, and for 
good reason. They are a hugely versatile 
natural material that can be used to 
suit all kinds of aesthetics and design 
features. Timber is one of the main 
materials used in interior design where 
it brings a touch of nature and warmth 
to the interior. Since timber is a natural 
material, it reduces stress and gives a 
feeling of calm and relaxation. It has 
its own aesthetics and can be used in 
various forms. Combined with its delicate 
and warm appearance, these strengths 
make it ideal for creating contemporary 
style interior design and decor material. 
Timber also has numerous colours, 
appearances, and qualities, which can be 
chosen to suit the design.

5. Among all the interior 
projects that you have designed, 
which one is your favorite, and 
what is the specialty of the 
project? 

One project that remains a favorite 
right now is the award-winning luxury 
hotel EQ Kuala Lumpur. This was one 
project where we managed to craft the 
entire narrative based on the theme of 
“Timeless Heritage Chic”. The story is 
about borrowing traditional elements 
and refashioning and modernising them 
in a contemporary way. The hotel was 
designed with a strong sense of local 
identity, encompassing the idea of a 
harmonious Malaysia. 

Bold geometric patterns inspired by 
traditional Malay songket are translated 
into the carpets while feature walls derive 
from the art of henna. The masterpiece 
lies at the spiral staircase and the tower 
lantern. The spiral staircase mimics a 
twirling thread on the songket loom. 
Songket-inspired prints are also layered 
with glass surfaces to create a unique 
silhouette for the tower lantern. 

IN CONVERSATION 

Lounge at the Hard Rock Hotel Desaru Coast, Johor.
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Luxury presidential suite at EQ Hotel, Kuala Lumpur. 
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Lobby lounge at the Edison George Town, Penang.

IN CONVERSATION 
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Nipah room at EQ Hotel. 

These designs reflect the beauty of diverse Malaysia. From 
the lobby, and fabric behind the reception backdrop, to even 
the wallpaper print in the guestroom, everything is done in a 
subtle yet luxuriant tone and manner.

6. W ho do you admire the most in the 
interior design industry and why?

Yabu Pushelberg from New York. I l ike the way they 
explore new and innovative solutions to design the 
world with immersive experiences and environments. 
They design with a focus that goes well beyond what 
things look like and evoke an emotional experience in 
their design.  

7. In your opinion, do you think that timber 
will continue to be a popular choice in the 
world of interior design? 

As an interior material, timber has always had a place. 
Trends may come and go but timber has a certain feel 
that’s irreplaceable. Not only does timber perform and 
present beautifully as a design material, but it is also 
a natural, renewable, environmentally friendly, and 
sustainable choice for designers. Timber fits with the 
eco-trend towards all things natural and sustainable. 
The trend of using natural materials in interior design 
is increasing, as sustainability becomes more important, 
and there is a need to incorporate biophilic design 
principles into interior design. Timber remains a popular 
material as it just gets better with age and never seems 
to lose its beauty. 

IN CONVERSATION 32

“The trend of using 
natural materials 
in interior design 
is increasing, as 
sustainability 
becomes more 
important, and 
there is a need 
to incorporate 
biophilic design 
principles into 
interior design.”  
IDr Lai Siew Hong

September-October 2022 Timber Malaysia

8. Please share your 
thoughts on what would 
be the design trends in the 
near future. 

Proper material selection is 
essential. The goal remains to 
create a warm, inspiring space, 
but pragmatic considerations 
should now take precedence over 
pure aesthetics. The need to 
reinvent and renew the idea of 
creating healthier environments 
and working toward a better 
world is essential. Natural 
light and fresh air are essential 
to well-being and create a 
positive emotional status in 
humankind. We are seeing the 
shift and it is driven to reduce 
negative environmental impacts 
for purposeful design that is 
affordable and sustainable. 
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Reception area at the Hard Rock Hotel Desaru Coast, Johor.
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SUCCESS STORIES 

Connect virtually with 
Meranti Marshal

A registered member of the Association of Malaysia Bumiputra 
Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs (PEKA), Meranti Marshal 
Sdn Bhd is a beneficiary of the MTC’s TimbeReality programme. 
Based in Bandar Baru Bangi, Selangor, Meranti Marshal was 
established in 1989 and has been actively involved in supplying 
quality furniture and providing interior decoration design 
services. 

With over 30 years of furniture manufacturing experience, 
Meranti Marshal quality furniture products are being subscribed 
by an impressive list of clientele including the Malaysian Resources 
Corporation Berhad (MRCB), Putrajaya Holding, Selayang Hospital, 
Hospital Permai Johor Bahru, Lembaga Lebuhraya Malaysia, and 
Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KLIA).

Meranti Marshal was also appointed as a furniture provider for 
several local universities such as Universiti Malaya, Universiti 
Kebangsaan Malaysia, Universiti Putra Malaysia, Universiti 
Teknologi Malaysia, Universiti Teknologi MARA, and International 
Islamic University Malaysia. In addition to that, the company also 
works with in Jabatan Kemajuan Masyarakat (KEMAS) where they 
are required to provide furniture for all kindergartens in Malaysia. 
The Company also exported its furniture to Thailand where its 
product was mainly used at the shopping complex. 

With a trained and experienced workforce, Meranti Marshal was 
able to complete furniture and interior works worth more than 
RM125 million. The Managing Director of Meranti Marshal, 
Dato’ Md Pishal Ab Raub wishes to expand their business 
globally. Today, the company is employing more than 90 workers 
and is proud to be a Malaysian success story, and to show that 
bumiputra entrepreneur has the capabilities to provide quality 
products and services.

Meranti Marshal is dedicated to circular economy by using surplus 
wood and making it as coffee tables or small accessories such as 
wooden cardholders to avoid wastage. 
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Meranti Marshal’s showroom at TimbeReality.

Beautiful wooden grain can be seen on the dining table.
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The wooden dining chairs designed by Meranti Marshal.

Touching on the company’s promotionalstrategy, Dato’ Pishal said 
that the TimbeReality platform helps their company to connect 
with consumers around the world and build investors’ confidence in 
their products. The company also participated in various exhibitions 
previously namely, the Wood & Lifestyle Exhibition and Malaysian 
International Furniture Fair (MIFF) to expand their market abroad.

“TimbeReality serves as the bridge between the timber 
industry players, investors, and consumers in a global timber 
market. Stakeholders and buyers from across the globe can 
be connected to local suppliers and discover the high-quality 
products that Meranti Marshal offers. Thus, I am very satisfied 
with TimbeReality and encourage other timber companies to 
participate in this programme too,” said Dato’ Pishal.

For more information on TimbeReality, please log onto https://timbereality.my/

“TimbeReality serves as 
the bridge between the 
timber industry players, 
investors, and consumers 
in a global timber market. 
Thus, I am very satisfied 
with TimbeReality and 
encourage other timber 
companies to participate 
in this programme too,”  
 said Dato’ Pishal.

The console table from KASSA collection. 
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The front entrance of Meranti Marshal’s showroom at TimbeReality. 



SUCCESS STORIES 

An impressive list of clienteles comprising some of Malaysia’s 
VVIPs. A range of products that are sought-after. A humble, 
unassuming workshop. These pretty much sum up Mr. Ahmad 
Safaridzuan Mohamad’s business of producing epoxy resin 
furniture.

Though he only started his business in 2020 and registered 
his company, AHL Art Epoxy Furniture on 29 April 2021, Mr. 
Ahmad has an outstanding list of products that he creates 
from his 108 square-metre workshop beside his house in Kuala 
Terengganu, Terengganu.

“I use epoxy resin in my furniture designs and souvenirs 
as not many people in Malaysia are making these kinds of 
products which gives me a good business edge,” said Mr. 
Ahmad.

Epoxy resin furniture, especially tables, not only radiate exotic 
beauty that are contemporary, but are also highly durable.

“I use mainly Chengal and Merbau for my furniture and 
premium quality resin to ensure a perfect finish once the resin 
has cured,” he said adding that with epoxy resin one can create 
many types of designs.

Striking it good with 
epoxy resin 

36

Putting the shine in frames at Diverse Integrated.

An epoxy resin clock with its packaging.

Some of the souvenirs made by AHL Art Epoxy Furniture.
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“I use epoxy resin in my 
furniture designs and 
souvenirs as not many 
people in Malaysia are 
making these kinds of 
products which gives me  
a good business edge,”   
said Mr. Ahmad.

SUCCESS STORIES 37

AHL Art Epoxy, which is recognised for producing good quality 
solid as well as epoxy resin furniture and souvenirs, was a 
recipient of MTC’s Bumiputera Development Programme where 
RM5,000 was awarded to it under the Machinery Assistance to 
Micro Bumiputera Companies category.

Mr. Ahmad said one of his biggest challenges, is space as his 
small workshop does not leave him much room to explore and 
produce more products. He said he plans to make good use 
of the financial aid from MTC, especially in expanding his 
workspace and perhaps move into a bigger place.

Though AHL Art Epoxy is enjoying good sales from the 
domestic market, Mr. Ahmad said he would like to someday 
export his products. He added that small companies like 
his need much government support as many small-scale 
enterprises can produce really good custom-made products. 

A glistening table for eight made from timber and epoxy resin.
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A collector’s choice, a table with the base of a sewing machine.

There are not many manufacturers who produce epoxy resin furniture. A table and chair set made of epoxy resin.
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The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) organised a trade and 
marketing mission to Australia from 24 September to 1 October 
2022. The mission delegation led by MTC Chairman Madam 
Hajah Norrida Yusoff and MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili 
consisted of directors and executives from MTC, managing 
directors and other senior executives from Malaysian timber-
based companies. The Australian Timber Importers Federation 
(ATIF) General Manager John Halkett said the federation was 
pleased to support and assist with the mission.

“Malaysia is a standout leader in tropical timber production, 
innovation and compliance, with the country increasingly 
regarded as leading the tropical forestry industry in 
areas like third party forest and product certification, 
building standards compliance and product innovation and 
sophistication,” said Mr. Halkett.

Malaysia can take bigger 
share of Australia’s 
‘timber sector’ pie 

Putting the shine in frames at Diverse Integrated.

MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff (left) and MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili 
(right) with Mr John Halkett.

Mr. John Halkett (left) with his colleague on his left and MTC’s mission members. 

FEATURE
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“Malaysia is a standout 
leader in tropical timber 
production, innovation 
and compliance, with 
the country increasingly 
regarded as leading 
the tropical forestry 
industry in areas like 
third party forest and 
product certification, 
building standards 
compliance and product 
innovation  and 
sophistication,”   
said Mr. Halkett.

MTC Delegation with Mr. John Halkett (seated left) at MTC Business Networking 
Session in Melbourne.

The ATIF is the peak national body that represents the business 
interests of timber and wood-based product importing and 
wholesaling companies. It is responsible for coordinating the 
national and some state activities of timber importers and 
wholesalers, including identifying and progressing issues 
within the purview of the Federal Government.

The ATIF, which was established some 40 years ago, interacts 
with Federal Government ministers and departments on 
various issues, such as the strategic importance of timber 
imports to housing and domestic employment, legality 
assurance and certification systems and forest management 
policy and practice.
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Malaysia and Australia have been trading 
partners (in relation to the timber sector) for a 
long time. What are your views on this, and do you 
see it growing at the same length and breadth in 
the near future?

The strong trading relationship between Malaysia and Australia 
related to hardwood timber products and furniture has endured 
for a number of decades. This relationship is continuing to 
strengthen as Malaysia moves up the value chain in terms of 
hardwood and sophisticated engineered wood products, plus 
wooden furniture.

With the forecast reduction in domestically produced hardwood 
timber supplies from the states of Victoria and West Australia, a 
further opportunity will emerge for Malaysian timber suppliers 
and furniture manufacturers to grow their influence and share 
of the Australian market.

How is Australia moving towards sustainable 
development and how can Malaysian timber-
based manufacturers fit into that frame? 

The international trend towards sustainable development is also 
evident in Australia with an emphasis on sustainability and well 
credentialed environmental values for timber products. 
To this end the emphasis and actions by Malaysia on 
sustainability, certification and fit-for-purpose attributes are 
central to Malaysian timber and furniture imports into the 
Australian market.

TIMBER MALAYSIA speaks to Mr. Halkett to get further insights into the trade landscape between the two Commonwealth countries:

Australia is known to follow suit with European 
(EUDR) and American (Lacey Act) trade 
regulations and laws. What are your views on the 
EUDR in terms of its practicality, amongst others? 
Do you foresee Australia amending its laws in 
tandem with the EUDR?

Australia has well established illegal logging legislation. These 
laws are in part based on similar initiatives in Europe and the 
United States of America. Australia’s illegal logging legislation 
is likely to continue to be strengthened as some traditional 
supply chains, notably in the Northern Hemisphere, have been 
disrupted by the illegal Russian invasion of Ukraine.

What would the future landscape of the 
Australian timber industry be like, and how can 
Malaysian timber-based manufacturers be a 
major part of it? 

With strong building and construction demand in Australia 
arising from population growth, immigration and government 
encouragement incentives, timber demand will continue to 
be strong, including for high quality hardwood products and 
engineered wood products. With predicted changes to domestic 
hardwood supplies, the emerging supply gap should provide an 
increased opportunity for Malaysian-produced timber products 
to take advantage of this opportunity.

Are there any avenues that have been left 
unexplored or not capitalised on by Malaysian 
timber industry players in Australia?

The Malaysian timber and furniture industries have 
opportunities to capitalise on the reduction in hardwood 
supplies from Victoria and West Australia and to continue to 
supply wooden furniture into the strong Australian market 
both at the budget and high value ends of the market.





INTRODUCING 

Factory Transformation 
Programme (FTP) – 
Taking Transformation 
Forward
Manufacturing companies are under severe competitive pressure 
due to the changing external environment and intensified global 
competition. These challenges along with higher material and 
energy costs in recent years have forced many manufacturing 
companies to continuously modify and optimise their operations 
both at the strategic and tactical levels. Quality has been 
considered a significant driver for success for manufacturing 
companies in the era of global competition.

MTC’s Factory Transformation Programme (FTP) aims to assist 
SMEs and Non-SMEs in improving their manufacturing capabilities 
through the application of Green 5S, Lean Management, and 
Innovation Management for better performance and ultimately 
achieve business excellence as well as become Industry 4.0 ready.

The programme will identify, develop guidelines, and assist in 
identifying relevant information technology platforms or Internet 
of Things (IoT) technologies which are to be adopted by companies 
in collaboration with the solution providers. 
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Apart from being able to reduce labour dependency, the usage of 
high technology can also help companies to manage operating 
costs more efficiently and effectively. The industry can no longer 
rely on conventional methods and must shift towards digital in 
its production systems.

The development of the timber industry through the utilisation 
of automation and innovative technologies related to Industry 
4.0 is paramount for the growth of the sector and to remain 
competitive in the global market. 



INTRODUCING 

Objectives of FTP:

43

Benefits of Factory Transformation 
Programme (FTP)

For more information on MTC’s Factory Transformation Programme (FTP), please contact adeline@mtc.com.my  
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Incentive for participants:

• Support and assist manufacturing companies in 
carrying out assessment and diagnostic studies of their 
factories to identify inefficiencies and wastages through 
the application of Green 5S and Lean Management tools 
and techniques.

• Train and coach manufacturing companies at sites/
premises to increase adoption and implementation 
of Green 5S, Lean Management, and Innovation 
Management.

• Promote efficient workflow to meet project KPIs in 
improving product quality and reliability of delivery.

• Identify and develop appropriate Guidance and Good 
Practice Standards for easy adoption by manufacturing 
companies.

• Provide insights on how Industry 4.0 can give impact to 
manufacturing capabilities and prepare the companies 
for initiation of implementation.

• SME: MTC will provide 70% assistance from the total 
cost of RM33,125.00. SME companies will need to pay 
RM9,938.00 nett only.

• Non-SME: MTC will provide 60% assistance from the 
total cost of RM33,125.00. Non-SME companies will 
need to pay RM13,250.00 nett only.

• Improved productivity, performance, and competitiveness of 
an organisation, to ultimately achieve business excellence.

• Help companies to manage operating costs efficiently 
and effectively.

• Empower the development of the timber industry in Malaysia 
through enhanced usage of automation and innovation related 
to Industrial Revolution 4.0.

FACTORY
TRANSFORMATION
FOR IMPROVING PERFORMANCE, SUSTAINING 
BUSINESS, BECOMING INDUSTRY 4.0 READY AND 
ACHIEVING CORPORATE EXCELLENCE

Manufacturing companies nowadays, are under severe competitive pressure 
due to the changing external environment and intensified global competition. 

These challenges along with higher material and energy costs in recent years 
have forced many manufacturing companies to continuously modify and 

optimise their operations both at the strategic and tactical levels. Quality has 
been considered as a significant driver for success for manufacturing 

companies in the era of global competition. This programme  aims to improve 
manufacturing companies’ capabilities through the application of Green 5S, 

Lean Management and Innovation Management.

TARGET SECTORS
Committed furniture, joinery, mouldings, 
panel, etc, manufacturing companies with 
the following elements towards achieving 
Industry 4.0: 

transitioning towards upgrading to 
advanced manufacturing

towards global competitiveness 

moving towards digitisation and 
connectivity

INCENTIVE

SME: 70% Assistance

Non-SME: 60% Assistance

OBJECTIVES
Support and assist manufacturing company in 
carrying out assessment and diagnostic study of 
factory shop floor to identify inefficiencies and 
wastages through application of Green 5S and Lean 
Management tools and techniques

Train and coach manufacturing companies at 
sites/premises to increase adoption and 
implementation of Green 5S, Lean Management and 
Innovation Management 

Assist manufacturing companies in transforming 
shop floor into efficient workflow and provide 
technical support to meet project KPIs in improving 
product quality and reliability of delivery 

Identify and develop appropriate Guidance and Good 
Practice Standards for easy adoption by 
manufacturing companies 

Provide insights on how Industry 4.0 can give impact 
to manufacturing capabilities and to prepare 
manufacturing companies on initiation of 
implementation

MALAYSIAN TIMBER COUNCIL
21st Floor Menara PGRM, 8, Jalan Pudu Ulu, Cheras, 56100 Kuala Lumpur

CONTACT:  Adeline Goh (adeline@mtc.com.my) 
Muhd Shahmie (shahmie@mtc.com.my)

FACTORY TRANSFORMATION
PROGRAMME 

PROGRAMME

Note: MTC terms & conditions apply 
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Dubai expo goes green 
with timber pavilions
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Expo 2020 Dubai was a global exhibition that was held from 1 
October 2021 to 31 March 2022. A total of 192 countries took part 
in the Expo, and for the first time each had its own pavilion. The 
main goal of the participants was to demonstrate technological, 
architectural, and cultural progress. Each pavilion was a unique 
ecosystem where you can get to know the country and its features 
without leaving the UAE!

Azerbaijan Pavilion is a huge enveloping structure in the shape of a tree.
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Expo 2020 was divided into three thematic locations:

Sustainability 
A green area that represents the idea of cleansing the Earth, being 
in harmony with nature, having conscious consumption, and a 
sustainable path to the future.

Opportunity  
A huge territory under a spiral canopy that symbolized human 
attempts to change the world and create a new one, to translate 
ideas into reality.

Mobility 
The building of the future, which demonstrates the ability of 
humanity to constantly evolve, change the way of life and exchange 
knowledge between cultures.

•

•

•

Below are some of the most impressive wooden pavilions in Expo 
2020 constructed based on these thematic locations:

Poland Pavilion

The Pavilion was located in the thematic zone of “Mobility”. 
It covered an area of over 2,000 square metres, had a wooden 
facade and a kinetic sculpture that symbolised a flock of 
migratory birds. The pavilion’s feature makes you think about 
human nature, creativity, connections, and development.

Hungary Pavilion
The Pavilion was located in the thematic zone of “Mobility”. 
This multi-storey half-timbered construction in the “Mobility” zone, 
had an area of 1,927 square metres, and its construction involved 
more than 560,000kg of wood. The architecture of the Hungarian 
Pavilion had distinctive characteristics: exclusively natural 
materials, for example timber, curved surfaces, spacious spaces.

United Kingdom Pavilion
“The Poem Pavilion” located in the “Opportunity” thematic zone, 

was devoted to the development of artificial intelligence and 
knowledge of space. It had a round wooden facade constructed from 
cross-laminated timber panels to reduce its environmental impact. 

Belgium Pavilion
The Belgian Pavilion called “The Green Ark” is in the “Mobility” area. 
It symbolised the development of green cities, thanks to technological 
and scientific progress. The total exhibition area is 500 square metres. 
The architecture combined perfectionism and romance with lots of 
greenery, natural materials, wood, symmetry, and accuracy.
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Slovenia Pavilion

The Pavilion was located in the thematic zone of “Mobility”. The 
Slovenian Pavilion in the “Sustainability” area occupied 1,550 
square metres of exhibition space. The facade of the pavilion 
represented the Slovenian forest. Trees were planted around the 
building, and the roof was made of wooden beams and resembled 
the shape of a sieve. The construction demonstrated the country’s 
respect for sustainability, creativity, and innovations.

Lithuania Pavilion
“Openarium” was the name of the Lithuanian Pavilion, located 
in the “Sustainability” zone. It expressed the country’s openness 
to everything new: creativity, community, and sustainable 
development. The two-storey building impressed with its wooden 
structures and ornamental shutters decorated with traditional 
motives. Timber was chosen as the main material as it incarnates 
sustainability, comfort and naturalness.

Sweden Pavilion
The Swedish Pavilion “Forest”, located in the “Sustainability” 
zone, was constructed with only natural materials, instead of 
steel and concrete. The architects adhered to green ideas in their 
creation, the principles of circular economy and innovative 
technologies in the field of biology. The concept of the building 
was to recreate a dense Nordic Forest and brought in elements 
of Arabic design.

Finland Pavilion
The Finnish Pavilion “Snow Cape” had a laconic and functional 
design and occupied the territory of “Mobility”. It depicted 
an Arabian tent made of timber and incorporated the design 
of both Finnish and Arabic architecture. The highlight of the 
pavilion was the spacious “gorge” hall which was made of wood.

Morocco Pavilion
The location of the Morocco pavilion was the “Opportunity” 
thematic zone. The structure of the building showcased all 
the intricacies of traditional Moroccan architecture and new 
construction methods. The facade was made of environmentally 
friendly materials from rammed soil, and the interior design 
and installation was made of timber.

Malaysia Pavilion
The Malaysian Pavilion was situated in the “Sustainability” 
zone. The design of the pavilion depicted the canopy of trees in 
the rainforest that sit high above the forest floor. The pavilion 
appeared suspended in mid-air, just like the canopies, thanks 
to the slender pilotis. Fine vertical battens of Meranti timbers 
encased the pavilion in a series of curvilinear envelopes. 

Credit: Text and pictures: LIGNO

A CASE FOR TIMBER 



BATAI

For more information, please visit http://mtc.com.my/resources-WoodWizard.php

Source: A Dictionary of Malaysian Timbers

Albizia spp. and Paraserianthes 
falcataria

• Batai
• Siris (India)
• Jeungjing, Sengon, Sengon laut and Sika (Indonesia)
• White albizia (Papua New Guinea)
• Moluccan sau (The Philippines)

Vernacular names

Family 

Classification 
The timber is soft to hard and light to 
very heavy.

Excluding A. splendens and Leguminosae.
Air-dry Density (kg/m3) 
270-880 • General utility purposes

• Picture frames
• Artificial limbs
• Plywood

Main Uses

Machining Properties of Batai
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It is easy to resaw and cross-cut. Planing is easy 
and the surface produced is smooth.

Nailing Property

Nailing property is rated as good, 
although it has been reported that this 
timber does not hold nails satisfactorily.



GLOBAL COMMUNITY 

EGILAT’s Multi-Year 
Strategic Plan 2018-2022
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The Experts Group on Illegal Logging and Associated Trade 
(EGILAT) was established in 2011 in response to statements, 
decisions, and priorities of Leaders and Ministers of the Asia 
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC).  The 21 APEC economies 
account for 2.19 billion hectares of forest cover over 50 percent of 
the world’s forests. APEC economies also engage in a significant 
amount of trade in forest products, representing approximately 
80 per cent of the international trade in such products.

EGILAT’s Terms of Reference provides that the group’s overall 
goal is to enhance the efforts of member economies to take 
concrete steps to combat illegal logging and associated trade, 
promote the trade in legally harvested forest products and 
support capacity building activities in member economies. The 
EGILAT Multi-Year Strategic Plan 2018-2022 is intended to guide 
its work over the next five years. It takes into account the work 
previously undertaken by the group as part of the EGILAT Multi-
Year Strategic Plan 2013-2017, including the information and 
views exchanged in EGILAT Meetings and associated events held 
during this period.

Critical Success Factors 2018-2022

EGILAT’s ability to achieve its mission established in the Multi-Year 
Strategic Plan 2018-2022, depends on the following factors:
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Some of speakers and participants of the event.
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• Facilitating and strengthening cooperation and 
information sharing related to combating illegal logging 
and associated trade;

• The active participation of trade, forestry and other 
relevant officials of the APEC member economies in 
EGILAT’s work;

• Identifying capacity building needs and finding 
necessary resources to effectively implement actions for 
this purpose;

• Increasing the level of knowledge of APEC member 
economies on the scale and nature of illegal logging and 
its associated trade within the APEC region, and the 
benefits of the trade in legally harvested forest products;

• The willingness and commitment of APEC member 
economies to take actions to address identified 
problems;

• Engaging with relevant APEC fora whose work interacts 
with and complements EGILAT’s objectives;

• Engaging and encouraging the active participation 

of industry, civil society, and relevant international 
and regional organisations in EGILAT meetings and 
other events to raise awareness of, and contribute, to 
EGILAT’s activities;
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Implementation Schedule

The Implementation Schedule is updated annually to reflect EGILAT’s 
Annual Work Plan, which includes EGILAT’s objectives, as follows: 
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• Facilitating and strengthening law enforcement cooperation 
and information sharing related to combating illegal logging 
and associated trade, consistent with domestic law and in 
accordance with applicable international agreements;

• Sharing of information regarding policies, laws, and 
regulations in APEC economies to combat illegal logging 
and its associated trade, and promoting the trade in legally 
harvested forest products;

• Collaborating with international and regional forestry 
organisations working on sustainable forest management 
and rehabilitation, where appropriate, and endeavouring 
to ensure that EGILAT’s activities complement and do not 
duplicate activities being carried out in those organisations;

• The support of APEC, through its funding initiatives and the 
work of the Secretariat.



GREEN GROWTH

Tree-planting was high on the Malaysian Timber Council’s 
(MTC) calendar in the month of September with several 
events held to raise awareness of the importance of 
safeguarding the environment in light of climate change 
as well as reaching the government’s goal of planting 100 
million trees by 2025 in line with Malaysia’s commitment to 
become a carbon-neutral nation by 2050. 

Among the many events, one programme was held at the 
Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM) and two at 
schools in Ampang, Selangor.

In conjunction with the National Month and Malaysia Day 
celebrations, MTC together with the Forest Research Institute 
Malaysia (FRIM) with the support of the Melaka State Forestry 
Department (JPNM), Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB) 
and Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC) planted 
100 trees comprising 30 species at the Selandar Research Station 
in Jasin, Melaka, on 16 September 2022.

In delivering his speech, on behalf of MTC’s Chairman 
Madam Norrida Yusoff, MTC CEO, Mr. Muhtar Suhaili said, 
the Council’s tree-planting programme is under MTC’s CSR 
agenda of “Giving Back to Nature”. 

MTC has thus far planted various species of trees such as Salam, 
Belian, Resak Air, Engkabang Burung, Beruas, Perah, Keladan, 
Penaga Lilin, Merbau, Sepetir, Kenanga, Merawan Siput Jantan, 
Janda Merana, Kasai, Cinnamon, Cermai, Bidara, Petai, Belimbing 
Buluh, Belimbing Madu, Eucalyptus pellita, and Albizia (Batai). 

Other representatives present at the event were MTC’s Board of 
Trustee Tuan Haji Farosham Naizamohideen, Ms. Azalina Abdul 
Rahman and Ms. Noorasyikin Mat Rifin, FRIM Director General 
Dr. Ismail Parlan, JPNM Director Mr. Khirun Nizam Abdul Rahim, 
MTIB Deputy Director General Madam Roslina Idris and Mr. Saiful 
Bahri Salleh, MTCC CEO Madam Siti Syaliza Mustapha, MTC COO 
Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman, MTC and FRIM staff as well as the 
local community in the neighbourhood.

On 14 September 2022, a tree-planting programme was held at 
Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Bukit Indah (SEMINDA) in
Ampang, Selangor which saw a total of 20 Eucalyptus pellita saplings 
planted in the school compound by students, teachers and MTC staff.

Delivering her speech, MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff 
said that MTC is committed towards sustainable development and 
living. She further elaborated that MTC will continue to conduct 
programmes which focus on environmental conservation. She said 
it is important to raise awareness of sustainable living among the 
young which are best fostered in schools.

MTC steps up      
tree-planting activities

YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin after planting a tree at the FRIM research station in Melaka.
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MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff (second from right) and MTC COO 
Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman (left) at the Sekolah Kebangsaan (2) Kuala 

Ampang for a tree-planting programme.
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Present at the event were Ministry of Plantation Industries and 
Commodities (MPIC), Special Functions Officer (PTTK) Mr. Jehabar 
Sadiq Mohamed Nizamuddin, SEMINDA Principal Mr. Mohamad 
Salleh Jamaludin, Parent-Teacher Association (PIBG) President Mr. 
Mohd Redzuan Md Mokhtar, MTC COO Madam Noraihan Abdul 
Rahman, Ampang Jaya Municipal Council member for Zone & 
Area (9) of Council Members Haji Mohd Anuar Mohd Yusof, local 
community leaders as well as school administrative and MTC staff. 

On 23 September 2022, MTC continued its effort on greening the 
environment by organising yet another  tree-planting programme 
in Sekolah Kebangsaan (2) Kuala Ampang. About 100 students 
participated in the event and planted Eucalyptus pellita saplings 
around the school grounds.

Present at the event were Persatuan Regenerasi & Kelestarian Alam 
(REGENERASI) President Datin Lya Uzair, School Headmaster Mr. 
Aznam Mohamed, MTC COO Madam Noraihan Abdul Rahman, 
Parent-Teacher Association (PIBG) Vice President Mr. Jehabar 

Sadiq Mohamed Nizamuddin, REGENERASI members, school 
administrative, MTC staff and students. 

Prior to these events, MTC had sponsored and organised tree-
planting activities at the Cempaka Lake Park in Bandar Baru Bangi, 
Selangor, on 15 January and at the Sijangkang Mangrove Swamp 
Recreation Park in Telok Panglima Garang, Selangor, on 27 March, 
among others.

MTC is committed to promoting a more sustainable world and 
will continue to run programmes focusing on environmental 
conservation. Activities such as tree planting are critical to 
enhancing our resilience towards climate change. 

To date, MTC has planted more than 700 saplings/seedlings of 
various species such as Kenanga, Merawan Siput Jantan, Janda 
Merana, Kasai, Cinnamon, Cermai, Bidara, Petai, Belimbing 
Buluh, Belimbing Madu and Eucalyptus pellita.

The tree planting programme at Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Bukit Indah 
(SEMINDA), Ampang
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Participants of the tree-planting programme at Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Bukit Indah in Ampang all cheery after the event.
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IN PICTURES 

MTC Americas’ representatives paying a courtesy visit to the Malaysia External Trade 
Development Corporation (MATRADE) and met Trade Commissioner/Counsellor Mr. 

Syed Sahibul Bahri Syed Abdul Hamid and Marketing Manager Ms. Bieyka Jiménez 
Quezada from the Embassy of Malaysia in Mexico City. 

MTC Americas’ participation at the Tecno Mueble Internacional also known as the 
International Techno Furniture Exhibition in Guadalajara, Mexico. The fair was held 

from 11 to 21 August 2022.

MTC’s Industry Development & Transformation Division team visited the Kolej 
Vokasional Slim River (KVSR) in Perak on 22 August 2022 as part of MTC’s ongoing 
efforts to strengthen collaboration between the timber industry and higher learning 

institutions focusing on Technical and Vocational Education Training (TVET).  

MTC participated in the Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI) annual 
dialogue held on 25 August 2022 at Menara MITI, Kuala Lumpur. The dialogue was 
officiated and chaired by the Senior Minister of International Trade and Industry 

YB Dato’ Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali.
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MTC delegation led by its Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff, paid a courtesy visit to the Pahang State Forestry Director YBhg. Dato’ Dr. Mohd Hizamri Mohd Yasin at the 
state forestry department in Kuantan, Pahang on 29 August 2022. The discussion centered on exploring potential collaboration in expanding the growth of the timber sector. 
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IN PICTURES

MTC visited the Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and Furniture 
Entrepreneurs (PEKA) Consortium located in Kampung Sempadan, Lanchang on 29 

August 2022. The delegation was welcomed by the Vice President of PEKA Tn. Hj. 
Lokman Mohamad and PEKA committee member Tn. Hj. Mansor Abas.

During the working visit to Pahang, MTC visited Deruma Home and Furnishings Outlet 
in Semambu, Kuantan, on 29 August 2022. MTC was welcomed by YBhg. Dato’ Stanley 

Goh Lye Foo, Executive Chairman & CEO of Twins Furniture Manufacture Sdn Bhd who 
is also the Vice President of the Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC). 

The Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities, YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida 
Kamaruddin officiated the celebration of World Bamboo Day 2022 at the Forest 

Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM), Kepong on 20 September 2022. This event was 
jointly organised by the Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB) and FRIM.

MTC’s participation at the Malaysia International Halal Exhibition 2022 (MIHAS) 
as part of the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) Pavilion 

in Kuala Lumpur from 7 to 11 September 2022.

MTC Americas participated in the International Woodworking Fair 2022 from 23 to 26 August 2022 at the Georgia World Congress Center in Atlanta, USA. The International 
Woodworking Fair is North America’s largest woodworking technology and design trade show.
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MTC Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff accompanied the Minister of 
Plantation Industries and Commodities YB Datuk Hajah Zuraida Kamaruddin 
for a Ministerial Mission to Cambodia from 11 to 12 September 2022. Several 
engagements were organised including with the Cambodian Islamic Women 

Development Association (CIWODA). 

MTC CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili shared the Q2 and Q3 2022 updates and achievements 
during the MTC Staff Town Hall session held on 11 October at MTC HQ.

MTC held its fourth Industry and Market Development Committee (IMDC) 
meeting for this year on 4 October 2022. The meeting deliberated on MTC’s 

initiatives in addressing some of the challenges faced by the industry. 

MTC participated in the 9th Malaysian Heads of Diplomatic Mission Virtual Conference 
(HOMC9) at Wisma Putra, Putrajaya on 6 September 2022. With the theme 

“Mengemudi Hubungan Luar Pasca Pandemik”, the conference was organised in a 
hybrid mode from 6 to 7 September 2022.
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Standard Chartered Malaysia and its Islamic banking subsidiary Standard Chartered Saadiq Bhd paid a courtesy visit to MTC on 6 October 2022 to give an overview of the bank’s 
operations including its personalised banking solutions.



MTC led by its Chairman Madam Hajah Norrida Yusoff and CEO Mr. Muhtar Suhaili 
paid a courtesy visit to the Forestry Department of Peninsular Malaysia (JPSM) on 13 
October 2022. The purpose of the visit was to exchange views on current forestry and 

timber trade development. 

MTC attended the MIHAS 2022 Standard Chartered Sustainability Conference held at MITEC 
on 8 September 2022. Among the topic presented were converging ESG and Halal practices 

for a sustainable future, growth opportunities for SMEs via ESG adoption, and women 
leadership in the global Halal industry.

MTC participated in the Jelajah Aspirasi Keluarga Malaysia (JAKM) at Dataran Seri 
Jempol, Negeri Sembilan from 7 to 9 October 2022. MTC promoted its flagship and 

incentive programmes to the local community including the Engineering Placement and 
Internship Programme (EPIP) and the Community Farming programme. 
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In conjunction with Merdeka and Malaysia Day Celebration, MTC Work Hard, Play 
Hard, and Pray Hard (WHP2H) committee organised a movie day to watch an action 

blockbuster, Air Force the Movie: Selagi Bernyawa.
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MTC Work Hard, Play Hard, and Pray Hard (WHP2H) committee organised a Virtual Awareness session on the Recycling Programme in collaboration with Pertubuhan Generasi Peduli 
Sampah Malaysia (GPS) on 6 October 2022. 



Wood and CO2 are 
natural partners
Using sustainable wood helps reduce 
CO2 emissions because trees capture CO2 and store 
it as carbon. Carbon 
removed from the 
atmosphere and 
stored within wood 
products can 
mitigate climate 
change.

optimizing the usage of 
materials and 
reducing wastage
When a building is demolished or renovated, the 
recovered timber can be reused, resized and 
reshaped. Besides optimizing the usage of 
materials and reducing wastage, it is also a wise 
conservation option.

DID YOU
KNOW?

....the natural benefits of timber? 

lowers carbon footprint 
and has the lowest
environmental impact 

wood is the only truly
renewable building material
Unlike any other building materials, wood is the only 
truly renewable building material. It can 
be grown and harvested multiple 
times when managed 
sustainably.

Strengthening The Industry’s Global Presence

Not only that, compared to other building materials, 
less energy is required to manufacture wood 
products. This means that wood use significantly 
lowers carbon footprint and has 
the lowest environmental 
impact on the planet.




