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Dear Readers,
The Minister of Plantation Industries
and Commodities, Datuk Amar Douglas
Uggah Embas, has appointed MTC’s Board
of Trustees for the period 2016-2017.
Datuk Wee Jeck Seng, whose two-year
appointment took effect from 1 January
2015, chairs the MTC Board. In the new
line-up, three of the six national timberbased associations are represented
by new trustees. They are Goh Chee
Yew (representing the Malaysian Wood
Industries Association), Datuk Chua Hock
Ghee (representing the Malaysian PanelProducts Manufacturers’ Association and
Lee Lay Yew (representing the Timber
Exporters’ Association of Malaysia). Mr.
Goh and Datuk Chua, although newly
appointed, had previously served on
the MTC Board. MTC welcomes the
appointment of the Board members
and look forward to their stewardship in
guiding MTC forward.
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AMAZING TIMBER STRUCTURE
Charred Timber Gatehouse, UK.
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MTC also welcomes on board Richard Yu
Tuan Chong as its new Deputy CEO. Mr.
Yu joined MTC on 1 January 2016. With
his long and distinguished career in the
fields of corporate finance and corporate
strategies, Mr. Yu brings with him a wealth
of experience and knowledge to assist
MTC CEO, Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik in
charting the overall development of the
timber and furniture industries in Malaysia.
Please turn to page 2 for the full list of
MTC’s Board of Trustees and a read on Mr.
Yu’s career profile.
In its continuing efforts to enhance market
access and create trade opportunities
for the Malaysian timber and furniture
industries, for 2016, MTC has identified at
least 20 international trade fairs where the
Council will have its presence. MTC will be
organizing group participation at six of

these fairs where Malaysian companies
will be participating in pavilions set
up by MTC. The fairs are the January
Furniture Show (UK), Indiawood (India),
Woodshow (UAE), Furniture China (China)
as well as MIFF and EFE in Malaysia.
Besides putting up a promotional booth
at MIFF, MTC is sponsoring a pavilion
for 10 Bumiputera companies as well as
the MIFF Furniture Design Competition.
At EFE, MTC is sponsoring a pavilion
for six SME companies and 15 furniture
companies at the China Export Pavilion
set up by the fair organizer. MTC will also
mount marketing missions to the US and
India as well as organize an incoming
buying mission comprising of furniture
buyers from India to MIFF and EFE. Three
Resource and Business Missions, to China,
New Zealand and South America, are
also in the plan. For more information
on MTC’s strategies and plans for 2016,
please turn to page 4.
In FOR THE LOVE OF WOOD, we feature
Eureka - an old English colonial-style
mansion in Mauritius. Little is known of the
fact that most of the timbers used for the
building of the house was imported from
Malaysia about a century ago; about the
time when the first shipment of Malaysian
timbers made its way to the island nation.
The fact that the century-old timbers are
still strong and serving their purpose in
the structural proponents of the house
bears testimony to the durability of
Malaysian hardwood timbers. Take a step
back in time and have a read on Eureka,
on Pages 20-25.

Thank you.
The Editor.

MTC’S FAIR PARTICIPATION AND EVENT CALENDAR FOR
JANUARY-MARCH 2016
January Furniture Show
24 – 27 January, Birmingham, UK
Indiawood
25 – 29 February, Bangalore, India
Malaysian International Furniture Fair
1 – 5 March, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

MTC HQ, Malaysia
T +60 3 9281 1999
F +60 3 9282 8999
E council@mtc.com.my
MTC London, United Kingdom
T +44 207 222 8188
F +44 207 222 8884
E council@mtc.co.uk
MTC Dubai, UAE
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E info@mtcdxb.ae
MTC Guangzhou, P.R. China
T +86 20 3877 3019
F +86 20 3877 3091
E
mtcchina@mtc.com.my

www.mtc.com.my

Export Furniture Exhibition
5 – 8 March, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
The Big 5 Saudi
7 – 10 March, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
MTC Marketing Seminar
17 March, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
FENSTERBAU/FRONTALE
16 – 19 March, Fensterbau, Germany
35th International Famous Furniture Fair
16 – 20 March, Dongguan, China
DOMOTEX Asia/CHINAFLOOR
22 – 24 March, Shanghai, China

For further information,
please contact MTC’s Market
Promotion Division
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Timber Malaysia

New
Deputy
CEO for
MTC

Richard - Described as a man of vision,
entrepreneurship and diligence.

R

Richard Yu Tuan Chong has been
appointed Deputy CEO of MTC. An
MBA holder from the University of
Bath, Richard will be working alongside
CEO, Datuk Dr Abdul Rahim Nik, to
lead the Council in their continuous
efforts to develop and promote the local
timber industry.

T

Datuk Dr. Abdul
Rahim Nik

The Chairman and Board of Trustees determine the Council’s policy direction
in MTC’s role and various functions. Members of the Board consist of a
representative from the Ministry of Plantation Industries & Commodities, relevant
government agencies, six national timber-based associations and an independent
trustee.
For 2016-2017, the members of MTC’s Board of Trustees are as follows:
• Datuk Wee Jeck Seng – Chairman (up to 31 December 2016)
• Datuk M. Nagarajan – representing the Ministry of Plantation Industries and
Commodities
• Norchahaya Hashim – representing the Malaysian Timber Industry Board
• Goh Chee Yew – representing the Malaysian Wood Industries Association
• Datuk Chua Hock Gee – representing the Malaysian Panel-Products
Manufacturers’ Association
• Lee Lay Yew – representing the Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia
• Chin Lee Yen – representing the Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery Council
• Chua Chun Chai – representing the Malaysian Furniture Council
• Ahmad Suradi Adnan – representing the Association of Malaysian Bumiputra
Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs
• Thang Hooi Chiew – Independent
• Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik, FASc - CEO (Ex-Officio)

Described as a man of vision,
entrepreneurship and diligence, the
former Senior Director of one of
Bank Negara’s stable of companies,
has had multiple experiences under
the scope of corporate finance and
corporate strategies.
Richard has handled strategy
development, corporate finance
and talent management for various
industries’ clients in the course of
his 26-year career history. He has also
acted as advisor on areas like Corporate
Finance, Strategy & Policy Development,
Human Resource & Talent Management,
Risk management and ethics.
His other achievements include serving
as Business Leader of Mercer Malaysia
in directing strategies and advising on
HR-related matters, Head of Strategy at
Multimedia Development Corporation
in providing corporate, business
and market positioning strategies,
Commercial Director at Thames Water
PLC and a Managing Consultant for
PricewaterhouseCoopers.
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Datuk Wee (third from left) receiving a memento from Datuk Noraini.

MTC-MATRADE to Enhance
Collaboration on Market
Promotion

M

Market promotional activities for Malaysian timber and timberbased products will be further enhanced with the setting up
of a joint committee by MTC and the Malaysia External Trade
Development Corporation (MATRADE) for this purpose.
At a meeting held at MTC on 5 January 2016, MTC Chairman
Datuk Wee Jeck Seng and his MATRADE counterpart Datuk
Noraini Ahmad have agreed for the two organizations to
pool their resources to boost Malaysia’s export of timber and
timber products.
This is also in line with MATRADE’s 1Malaysia Programme,
which is targeted at creating a cohesive approach in national
promotion abroad. A combination of trade exhibitions,
workshops and forums, one-on-one business matching and
networking sessions, roundtable meetings and business
conferences, the programme will be organised based on a
cluster approach to target the right audiences.
Ongoing collaboration between MTC and MATRADE, the
national trade promotion agency of Malaysia, include the
latter providing assistance and support through its various
offices abroad. MATRADE offices in cities where MTC regional
offices are not present have assisted MTC with setting meeting
appointments with potential buyers and other logistics
arrangements for many years.
MATRADE also provides inputs to MTC to review market
developments of Malaysia’s timber products, formulate

strategies to enhance the marketability of timber products
in specific markets and improve the effectiveness of the
programme and activities carried out by MTC.
Representatives from six Malaysian timber-based and furniture
associations who were present at the meeting expressed their
support for this joint collaboration, which will see the setting
up of the joint committee – the MTC-MATRADE Promotion
Committee (MMPC).
The MMPC’s tasks will include the following:
•

Discuss areas of collaboration pertaining to the promotion
and marketing of timber and timber products;

•

Share relevant market intelligence; and

•

Handle matters and issues affecting the trade, in particular,
the timber industry.

The timber trade representatives believed that the synergy
resulting from the collaboration could result in a wider
outreach of markets for timber and timber-based products.
Through the MMPC, the timber and timber-based industry
stands to benefit from MATRADE’s promotional programmes,
which for 2016 include 85 trade promotional activities,
65 exporters development programmes as well as major
programmes laid out for the building material and furniture
sectors.
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New Aspirations for MTC in 2016
MTC rolls out its strategies and
plans aimed at spurring the export
growth of the Malaysian timber
and furniture industries in the year
ahead

I

It is a new year and with that comes new aspirations which
are communicated into an organization’s business plan.
These goals will shape the decision-making process which
in due course will serve as a litmus test. It is also a time to
review past efforts and take away lessons learned for the next
business cycle.
Working hand-in-hand with the six national timber-based
associations that sit on MTC’s Board, the Council’s strategies
for 2016 have been carefully skewed towards maintaining its
strong foothold in its traditional markets as well as going full
throttle at what it considers as emerging markets.
“We have formulated our budgets and programmes to focus
on, among other countries, China and India which are the
biggest consumer markets in the world today. Apart from
our country pavilion in Furniture China in September, we will
be setting up the China Export Pavilion during the Export
Furniture Exhibition (EFE) to bring buyers over here in March,”
said MTC Chairman Datuk Wee Jeck Seng.
In terms of fair participation in China for 2016, MTC will have
its presence at the 35th International Famous Furniture Fair
in Dongguan (March), Domotex Asia/Chinafloor in Shanghai
(March) and Sylvawood also in Shanghai (June). Through its
Guangzhou office, MTC will be making its debut at the 38th
Japan Home and Building Show in Tokyo in November.
Datuk Wee added that MTC will also be tapping into the Indian
market by setting up a regional office in the said country.
And in February 2016, MTC is setting up a Malaysia Pavilion at
Indiawood in Bangalore, where four Malaysian timber-based

companies will be participating alongside MTC. Besides which,
MTC is organizing an incoming buying mission involving more
than 20 Indian importers to the EFE as well as the Malaysian
International Furniture Fair in early March. In August, a
Marketing Mission to India will be mounted.
“India is a tough market to penetrate because its duties are
very high. However, under the Free Trade Agreement (FTA),
the duties have been revised and this has made it more
competitive for Malaysian products to be in the Indian market,”
said Datuk Wee.
The FTA, a collaboration between ASEAN and the Indian
government, provides special trade privileges to both
countries.
MTC CEO Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik in elaborating further
on MTC’s strategies and activities for 2016 said: “We are
according appropriate priorities to both our traditional and
new markets. While Europe, the US and Australia have been
our traditional markets, for the past 12 years or so we have
also been developing market share in emerging markets such
as the Middle East, North Africa, Turkey and the former Soviet
countries.”
In relation to Europe, among the activities lined up for 2016
was the setting up of an MTC Malaysia Pavilion in the January
Furniture Show in Birmingham. The 16 Malaysian furniture
companies that participated under the MTC pavilion garnered
an impressive total of RM14 million in confirmed and potential
sales.
“This is a very encouraging start to the year and we applaud
the Malaysian companies for showcasing their best range
of furniture at the show. MTC will not rest on its laurels but
will strive to ensure that the planned activities are efficiently
carried out to serve the interest of the Malaysian timber and
furniture industries,” said Abdul Rahim.
In timber product related exhibitions in Europe, MTC will
be setting up booth in Fensterbau in Nuremberg, Germany
(March), Carrefour Du Bois in Nantes, France (June),
SPOGA&GAFA in Cologne, Germany (September) and Timber
Expo in Birmingham, UK (October). In the latter two shows,
MTC will be participating jointly with the Malaysian Timber
Certification Council.
For the US, a marketing mission will be mounted in April to
further expand Malaysia’s market share in its second-most
important traditional market for timber and timber products,
he said, adding that a Resource and Business Mission to South
America in October is in the pipeline.

Working hand-in-hand with the six
national timber-based associations
that sit on MTC’s Board, the Council’s
strategies for 2016 have been carefully
skewed towards maintaining its strong
foothold in its traditional markets as well
In relation to Europe, among the activities lined up for 2016 was the
setting up of an MTC Malaysia Pavilion in the January Furniture Show
in Birmingham.

as going full throttle at what it considers
as emerging markets.
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Similar Resource and Business Missions to China and New Zealand are being planned
to take off in March and July, respectively.
“In the Middle East, MTC has continued to maintain a strong market presence in
the region through its office in Dubai. The Dubai Office covers not only the Middle
Eastern countries such as the UAE, Iran, Iraq, Jordan and Lebanon but also markets
in North Africa. We have from this year extended their coverage to the Turkish
market,” said Abdul Rahim.
Activities planned for this region include MTC’s participation in The Big 5 Saudi in
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia (March), the Dubai Woodshow in the UAE (April), Project
Qatar in Dohar (May), Iran Confair in Tehran (August) and Gulfwood in Manama,
Bahrain (October). The range of products that will be promoted at these exhibitions
includes sawntimber, panel products, doors and flooring.
On the drop in oil prices, which has stalled some projects in the Middle East, Abdul
Rahim sees this as a temporary setback. “The market will bounce back and we
must remember that there are two major events lined up in four to six years from
now. The World Expo will be held in Dubai in 2020, plus the 2022 World Cup will
be held in Qatar,” he said, adding that these two major events will be a boon to the
construction sector, among others, which MTC plans to capitalize on as Malaysian
timber products are well received in the Middle East.
“Malaysian timber and furniture products are well sought-after throughout the
world. With more activities on our plate this year including marketing missions and
fair participation, we aim to not just maintain but also enhance Malaysia’s market
presence in the various markets,” said Abdul Rahim.

“

We have formulated our

budgets and programmes
to focus on, among other
countries, China and India
which are the biggest

”

consumer markets in the
world today.

Datuk Wee Jeck Seng

For a complete listing of MTC’s activities in 2016, please visit <www.mtc.com.my>.

“

Malaysian timber and

furniture products are well

In the Middle East, MTC has continued to maintain a strong market presence in the region
through its office in Dubai.

sought-after throughout
the world. With more
activities on our plate
this year including
marketing missions and
fair participation, we aim
to not just maintain but
also enhance Malaysia’s

”

market presence in the
various markets.

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik

A Resource and Business Mission to China is being planned to take off in March.

6

news

Vol. 22 No. 1

Timber Malaysia

Seeing the Forest for the
Trees in the Timber Industry,
Challenges in 2016
The new MTC CEO Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik
gives his insight into the timber industry and
what challenges it will face going into 2016
and beyond

T

The timber industry is set to experience
growth in 2016 but the volatility of the
business environment in 2016 is set to
affect it as well as for most sectors in
the Malaysian business environment.
Speaking exclusively to MALAYSIA
SME®, Datuk Dr Abdul Rahim Nik, CEO
of the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC)
gives us an insight into the timber
industry of Malaysia.
“Before we talk about the outlook for
the timber industry, we should trace the
performance of timber products last
year. In 2014, the export market was
worth RM20.5 billion. Up to the first 10
months of 2015, we had RM18.3 billion of
total exports. This is an increase of 6.6%
as compared to the previous year, which
was RM 17.1 billion. If the trend continues,
we will see much improvement in terms
of exports,” said Abdul Rahim.
He added, “Looking at the strengthening
of the US dollar and the weakening
ringgit, we could see some improvement
as most of our timber products are
exported to the United States, Japan
and emerging markets. It has been quite
positive up till now.”

“The AEC is a major milestone in the
regional economic integration agenda,
which provides opportunities for a huge
market, a US$2.6 trillion market, with
600 million people. The AEC is the 3rd
largest market in Asia, and 7th in the
world. So in that context, Malaysia has
a good opportunity to provide exports.
Currently, the biggest ASEAN markets
for timber include Singapore, Thailand,
and Philippines for the year 2014,” said
Abdul Rahim.
“At the same time, with the TPPA
coming in subject to approval from the
parliament, there was a recent study
by PricewaterhouseCoopers (PWC)
stating that if Malaysia were to sign the
TPPA, there will be economic gains in
terms of GDP for the year 2018 to the
year 2027, ranging from US$107 billion
to US$211 billion with new investments
coming in. Under that context, for the
timber industry, there will be some
opportunities for our industry to
participate in this, because of lower
tariffs and lower trade barriers, as such
our products can enter these markets,”
continued Abdul Rahim.

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim - Stresses that
Malaysia has to be resilient to meet the
competition brought by the TPPA and AEC.

Abdul Rahim had also emphasised
that among the 12 nations that are
participating in the TPPA, Malaysia
does not have a Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) with 4 of these nations, namely
the United States, Canada, Mexico
and Peru. With the TPPA, Malaysian
businesses have an opportunity to do
business with these nations. “The United
States is already one of the biggest
markets for us. Globally, our exports
of wooden furniture rose by 13.6%
for the first 10 months, amounting to
RM6 billion overall. The United States
alone amounts to RM2 billion. This is
because constructing new homes will
see a rise in timber demand. India is also
another emerging market for timber
exports,” said Abdul Rahim.

The Malaysian timber industry is among
the top 5 export earners of the nation,
just behind crude petroleum, electrical
and electronic products, palm oil, and
palm oil based products, and rubber and
rubber-based products. The Malaysian
timber industry had contributed 2%
of the Malaysian GDP and 2.7% of the
nation’s total merchandise exports in
2014, with the top exported timberbased product being wooden furniture.
The AEC and TPPA and the timber
industry
The ASEAN Economic Community and
the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement
is set to shake the foundations of
business in Malaysia, no less the
timber industry.

After 20 years since Malaysia’s commitment to maintain its forest, the country still has 54% of its
land under natural forest cover.

news
The technological imperative
The importance of technology to an
industry such as the timber industry
cannot be understated. Keeping up
with the latest innovations in timber
production, as well as technological
integration in the business value chain
such as automation is vital for industry
players wanting to keep up to demand.
“Most of the timber industry comprises
of SMEs; 80% of the industry is SMEs,
but they are not integrated. There
aren’t much economies of scale going
on. Industry players will see the issue
of maintaining competitiveness in the
industry. Maintenance is costly. Solutions
include finding options for retrofitting
for woodworking machines, as well as
looking at the possibility of fitting them
into new layouts. Service in order to
make it more productive can also be
carried out.

Vol. 22 No. 1

under the TPPA and AEC. The MTCS
is endorsed by various notable bodies
around the world.
“In order to achieve this (maintenance
of standards), we have regional offices
in London, Dubai and China, and are
setting up in India currently. Particularly
in London, we want to link our
stakeholders in all these countries so
that our product standards are upheld.
The harmonisation of standards in the
TPPA and AEC will benefit Malaysia
overall,” said Abdul Rahim

Timber Malaysia 7

skilled and hard labour and we are
facing the problem of sourcing labour
requirements to meet the demand.
The government is looking into this to
provide more labour. We need more
skilled workers that are trained to do
the job. Some of our products have
been known for its quality, and we have
to maintain this quality to meet the
expectations of our clients.

Abdul Rahim spoke on several issues
that are impacting the timber industry
in Malaysia, namely; the labour force and
ability to stay competitive.

Among the nations in the TPPA,
Vietnam could be a nation that can
be competitive in terms of timber.
The labour market there is cheap, and
some companies in China are going to
operate in Vietnam. In order to meet this
competition, Malaysia has to be resilient
to meet the competition brought by the
TPPA and AEC,” said Abdul Rahim.

“Some challenges that SMEs are facing
in the industry is the labour force.
The timber industry requires a lot of

Source: Malaysia SME
Issue: 23 January - 5 February 2016.

SMEs, brace yourself

A study had shown that mechanisation
and automation, after recommendations
can improve income, increase the
expectancy in the machines of factories.
At the same time, industry players
can keep updating what are the new
technologies, and how they market their
products. If industry players are capable
of sourcing this, might as well,” said
Abdul Rahim.
Conservation
Abdul Rahim had also highlighted
the challenge of maintaining natural
forests in Malaysia. “The government
had embarked on 3 programmes to
reduce pressure on the natural forest.
Among these is the forest plantation
programme. Under this programme, the
government can give soft loans, and by
2020 a certain number of land can be
sustained.”

The volatility of the business environment in 2016 is set to attect the growth of the
timber industry.

“Malaysia is committed to managing our
forests. Established by former Prime
Minister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad, we
want to keep our forest. After 20 years
since our commitment to maintain our
forests, we still have 54% of forests
in Malaysia. Established in 1998, the
Malaysian Timber Certification Council
(MTCC) maintains the Malaysian Timber
Certification Scheme (MTCS), which
provides independent certification for
forest management practices,” said
Abdul Rahim.
It is important MTCC exists, as the
MTCS provides a scheme that maintains
standards of practice for the timber
industry. With the TPPA and AEC
coming in, the maintenance of good
practices ensures that there will be
no issue exporting to other markets

Keeping up with the latest innovations in timber production, as well as technological integration
in the business value chain such as automation is vital for industry players wanting to keep up
to demand.
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Furnishing Malaysia with
Exciting Diversity, Unlimited
Opportunities
President of the Malaysian Furniture Council,
Chua Chun Chai, shares his views on outlook
for the Malaysian furniture industry as well as
details some of the Council’s strategic plans
for the industry in the next five years

TM

The global economy is facing challenging times.
What’s the outlook for the Malaysian furniture
industry in the years to come, say by 2020?

Chua: The furniture sector is one of the few industries in
Malaysia that can proudly stand out for its products as truly
“Made-in-Malaysia”. This is attributable to the fact that the
Malaysian timber raw materials, especially rubberwood, are
sourced locally by Malaysian furniture producers. Compared
to some of our major exports in the form, amongst others,
crude or semi-furnished products, we managed to export our
furniture as end-user products.
For more than two decades, the Malaysian furniture industry
has commendably thrived because of its strong downstream
sector. Today, Malaysia is among the world’s top 10 furniture
exporters. In 2015, furniture manufacturers contributed some
RM9.14 billion to the nation’s total export earnings, up 14.13%
from 2014 despite the challenging economic times.
The global furniture market is expected to grow between 3%
and 5% annually over the next five years. With market gravity
shifting towards the Asia Pacific region, Malaysian furniture
manufacturers can look forward to enjoying a much larger
slice of the market share. Against such backdrop, the outlook
for the Malaysian furniture industry is certainly bright.

The long-term target under the National Timber
Industry Policy (NATIP) is to achieve exports
of timber and timber products valued at RM53
billion by 2020. Out of this target, export of furniture
products is to record an export value of RM16 billion by
2020. Is the NATIP target achievable?

TM

Chua: I believe it’s achievable. In 2015, furniture export has
risen to RM9.14 billion, up 14.13% from 2014 (RM8.01bil) despite
the global economic slowdown. To achieve the NATIP target,
we just need to maintain our present growth, or any other
rates not lower than 11.8%, for the next five years.
The MFC’s Strategic Five-Year Plan is all about how this can
be done, in seven thrusts, which involves renewing efforts in
traditional markets, coordinating strategies for the emerging
markets, promoting diversity as competitive edge, improving

“

With market gravity shifting

towards the Asia Pacific region,
Malaysian furniture manufacturers can

”

look forward to enjoying a much larger
slice of the market share.

sustainability and variety of raw materials, striking a balance
between technology and workmanship, serving small players
and the society, and boosting local market share. To maintain
impressive export performance, we must continue our
marketing efforts, in both traditional markets and emerging
markets.

TM

Can you provide some details on the workings of
the seven thrusts?

Chua: The marketing plans are outlined in thrusts 1
and 2. Thrust 3, diversity, will add a competitive edge to our
products in the world market. Successful marketing effort
will lead to the need for more production factors, i.e., raw
materials, manpower and machineries. We dedicate thrusts
4 & 5 for this purpose. Thrusts 6 & 7 do not directly link to
the NATIP export target but are nevertheless central to the
Council’s objectives.
Traditionally, our export has relied heavily on developed
economies such as North America, Japan, Australia and
Europe. In recent years, our performances in some of the
traditional markets have been far below satisfactory, which
cannot be explained solely by the financial crisis and regional
trends. For instance, in the United Kingdom – our fifth
largest export destination – our market share has shrunk
approximately 45% over the past six years.
The industry has identified five traditional markets – United
States, Japan, Australia, United Kingdom and United Arab
Emirates – to renew efforts to increase our furniture exports
to those destinations. These countries were selected based on
their transaction value and potential especially since we have
already established Malaysia’s furniture presence there.

news

TM

Let’s discuss designs as well as the types of
Malaysian timbers that are suitable for furniture
production.

Chua: The industry acknowledges the need to innovate
our designs and to employ diversity in raw materials in the
production of furniture. Malaysia is blessed with a variety
of hardwoods suitable for furniture production. Sepetir,
KSK and Merbau have been identified as timbers with great
potential for producing superior furniture provided that more
branding and advertising of these woods to international
markets are made. In addition, the pricing of these woods
must be considered carefully as low prices will stigmatise
these hardwoods as cheap and inferior wood. The increasing
demand for mixed material furniture comprising wood, glass
and steel could be a growth potential for the Malaysian
furniture industry should favourable incentives be in place to
import steel and glass for furniture production. These final
products will be re-exported and will fetch higher value.
The Malaysian Timber Industry Board and Malaysian Furniture
Promotion Council have introduced designer programmes
such as ‘Tanggam’ to nurture Malaysian designers as well
as to match designers to manufacturers. Such programmes
should be expanded to benefit more in the industry, whilst also
leading towards the building of a strong Malaysian identity in
furniture design.

The industry is excited about learning of MFC’s
idea to create furniture that could be identified
as distinctively Malaysian. Can you share some
insights into this development?

TM

Chua: The Council will bring together manufacturers, designers
and marketers to create the Malaysian-style furniture – a
design that is distinctively Malaysian and yet appealing to
the world. To be distinctively Malaysian, we shall incorporate
in furniture design our diverse cultures, i.e., Islamic, Chinese,
Indian as well as the traditional Malays and Sabahan and
Sarawakian Bumiputera.
To appeal to the world, we shall blend these oriental cultural
characteristics into modern lifestyle, which is the western
style design. The selling proposition of Malaysian-style
furniture will not be just its aesthetics appeal but its ability to
speak up for universal values such as “diversity in culture” and
“peaceful coexistence of civilisations”. Malaysia represents a
melting port of such civilisations and hence, Malaysian-style
furniture showcases the beauty and peacefulness of the
civilisations’ melting pot!
The Council shall seek government’s support to promote
Malaysian-style furniture through the Council’s Export
Furniture Exhibition (EFE). There will be a launching of
Malaysian-style furniture in EFE, which will be promoted
throughout our worldwide advertising and buyers programme.
We will also publish a book entitled ‘Showcasing Civilisation
Melting Pot in Every Home’ to promote Malaysian-style
furniture internationally. In addition, by enforcing the use of
the Malaysian-style furniture in Malaysian government aoffices
worldwide, it will help to raise awareness internationally.

Malaysian furniture exports to China and India
are still negligible in terms of overall value. What
are the plans of MFC in further penetrating the
market for furniture in China and India?

TM

Chua: The greatest market opportunities lie in the emerging
economies, propelled by the fast growth in China and India.
The increasing purchasing power of the Chinese people, for
example, has driven the furniture market there to develop
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in leaps and bounds. From 2010 to 2013, the sales value of
large wholesalers and retailers in China grew at an average
annual rate of 41%. Although China is already ranked No 2
(and No 1 by Purchasing Power Parity) in the world’s largest
economies just behind the US, our furniture export to China
is only approximately 1% of the total, compared to nearly 30%
to the US. The MFC recognises that such a huge gap can
only be addressed with more coordinated marketing effort.
MFC has sought and received assistance from the Malaysian
Timber Council (MTC) to penetrate the China market via a
government-to-government (G2G) approach. Besides that,
MFC has secured assistance from MTC to lead over a dozen
furniture companies to exhibit at the Furniture China in
September 2015 under the Malaysia Pavilion.
Another project to boost our performance in this emerging
market is to set up a China Pavilion in EFE 2016. To make this
pavilion a success, MFC will coordinate with MTC, political
parties, embassy, companies and financial institutions
from China as well as other subsectors in the Malaysian
timber industry.
India is currently our eighth largest export destination. There
are now some 300 million middle-income earners making
USD3,000 to USD5,000 a year with purchasing behaviours
that resemble consumers of the western countries. Having the
world’s largest youth population (of 356 million 10-24 yearolds), Indians could see their demand for furniture soar as
these young people form families within the next few years.

“

The Council will bring together

manufacturers, designers and marketers
to create the Malaysian-style furniture – a

”

design that is distinctively Malaysian and
yet appealing to the world.

TM

Any parting words?

Chua: The merger of the two national-level
organisations – the Malaysian Furniture Industry Council
(MFIC) and the Malaysia Furniture Entrepreneur Association
(MFEA) – last year is a positive development for the industry.
Through the merger, a new entity known as the Malaysian
Furniture Council (MFC) was set up. By consolidating the
views and strengths of all industry players, the Council can
now embark on a long-term, holistic approach to enhance the
future development of the industry.
The Council’s founding president and committees see the
industry’s future direction in a different perspective: that is,
going beyond the current state of thriving and prosperity,
the real challenge is about how to share the success of the
industry with all Malaysians, regardless of ethnic backgrounds
and geographical locations. In return, the Council wants the
responsibility to safeguard the industry and to improve our
global position to be shared by all Malaysians, from both the
private and public sectors.
That’s why we have conceptualized our Strategic Five-Year
Plan. I strongly believe that with the right direction and
commitment from all furniture industry stakeholders, we will
be able to accomplish our goals and take the industry to
greater heights in the next five years.
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Malaysia’s Green Heritage
Through the Lens

Photo credit: thestar.com.my

Shutterbugs rewarded for showcasing the
‘Wonders of the Malaysian Forest’

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim (standing centre) with the judges and winners of the competition.

I

Twelve shutterbugs were handsomely rewarded recently when
their passion for photography and love for nature brought
out the best in them. They were the winners of the Malaysian
Timber Council’s (MTC) Photography Competition 2015.
Themed “Wonders of the Malaysian Forest”, the contest which
ran from June to August 2015 invited Malaysians of all ages
to submit photographs in four categories. The first, “Human
Interaction with the Forest” required photographers to capture
the relationship between man and the forest. The second
category “Glory of the Forest” was to highlight the wilderness,
beauty and serenity as well as the innumerable species of flora
and fauna found in the Malaysian rainforest. Capturing the
best of wood applications through houses, buildings and even
household items was the requirement of the third category,
“Wood and its Many Uses”. The fourth category was open only
to students.
MTC offered RM72,000 in prize money and sales manager
Chong Keng Loy bagged almost one-third of it.
Chong won the first prize in two categories – “Glory of
the Forest” and “Wood and its Many Uses” as well as the
consolation prize in the “Human Interaction with the Forest”
category. The elated photographer, who took home RM21,500,
said the cash would come in handy for the Chinese New Year
celebration.
“I was pleasantly surprised when I was informed of the results
as I knew I was competing amongst professional and more
experienced photographers,” said Chong, a self-taught
shutterbug who took up photography in 2011. He captured the
winning images with his Nikon D7100.

Winning entry in ‘Glory of the Forest’ category.

Timber Malaysia

news
Husband and wife team Chan Wen
Jye and Ho Sin See, who won the first
and second prizes, respectively, in the
“Human Interaction with the Forest”
category, were equally surprised by their
win as they submitted their entries at the
last minute. The couple won RM16,500.
Ho also won a consolation prize under
the “Wood and its Many Uses” category.

“
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Malaysia is blessed with a rich green heritage
which is evident in our national parks, wildlife

”

conservation sanctuaries, recreational parks and
lush tropical rainforests.

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik

“My husband picked up the love for
photography from me as I manage a
photography blog called ‘Love Malaysia,
Share Malaysia’. As we enjoy the
outdoors and nature so much, it’s great
that our common interest enables us
to capture such wonderful images of
Malaysia’s rich and diverse rainforest,”
said Ho.
Professional photographer Mohd Nazri
Sulaiman, who won the second prize in
the “Wood and its Many Uses” category
and consolation prizes in two other
categories, said the standard of the
entries was very high.
“My winning picture was taken in
Semporna, Sabah, where I saw these
two boys larking around in a boat. Wood
plays such an important part in these
people’s lives that this spontaneous shot
really captured the essence of the theme
well,” said Mohd Nazri.
MTC CEO Datuk Dr Abdul Rahim Nik
presented the winners with their prizes at
the MTC headquarters at Menara PGRM
in Kuala Lumpur on 3 February 2016.

Winner of the ‘Human Interaction with the Forest’ category.

Abdul Rahim said the photography
competition played a great role in
fostering an appreciation for our
national heritage.
“Malaysia is blessed with a rich green
heritage which is evident in our national
parks, wildlife conservation sanctuaries,
recreational parks and lush tropical
rainforests. Thanks to over a century
of sustainable forest management,
our forestry resources have continued
to exist substantially. To date, 54%
of Malaysia’s total land area is under
tree cover.
“MTC’s photography competition has
helped highlight this national treasure
which is providing us building and
medicinal materials; preventing soil
erosion, floods and landslides; ensuring
water supply and above all neutralizing
carbon from the atmosphere,” said Abdul
Rahim, a forest hydrologist by training.
Initiated in 1994, the MTC Photography
Competition has garnered substantial
interests from avid photographers and
nature lovers throughout the country.
Over the years, MTC had expanded the

Winning entry for the ‘Wood and its Many Uses’ category.

scope of the competition by introducing
new categories to fully capture the
glory of the Malaysian rainforest and its
ensuing benefits.
The prizes for all the categories are as
follows: First prize: RM10,000; second

prize: RM5,000; third prize: RM3,000
and RM1,500 as consolation prize. As for
the student category, the first prize was
RM3,000; second prize: RM2,000; third
prize: RM1,000 and consolation prize;
RM500.
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Experts to Converge in KL,
Update on Global Timber Industry
MTC’s upcoming Marketing Seminar gathers industry experts to
examine current trends and developments for the timber and
timber products industry

F

For 2015, Malaysia’s exports of timber and timber products,
including wooden and rattan furniture, plywood and
sawntimber, reached RM22.1 billion, which was an increase of
6.5% over 2014 (RM20.5 billion).
“The timber industry, including the export of wooden furniture,
is a significant contributor to the economic development of
tropical countries like Malaysia. However, continued growth
and progress of the industry is largely dependent upon its
ability to shift from the current manufacturing-based mindset to one that is more innovation-centric, providing more
value-added products for the international market,” said Datuk
Dr. Abdul Rahim Nik, Chief Executive Officer of the Malaysian
Timber Council (MTC).
In efforts to update industry members on the latest market
trends and outlook for timber and timber products in key
markets like China, India, Europe, ASEAN, the Middle East
and USA, MTC is organising a marketing seminar on 17 March
2016. To be held in Kuala Lumpur, the seminar will also serve
as a robust platform for industry members to engage and
foster new relationships through the exchange of ideas and
experiences.
“One of the reasons for this seminar is to provide a platform
to enable the exchange of ideas and best practices between
industry members and experts from different parts of the
world. We hope that these efforts will be able to spur the
timber industry forward to its next stage of growth, both in
Malaysia and regionally,” added Abdul Rahim.
The Malaysian timber industry also needs to be kept abreast of
latest developments in the global arena that could affect their
export performance. Malaysia’s signing of the Trans-Pacific
Partnership Agreement (TPPA) on 4 February 2016 is a case in
point. This development could pave the way for the country’s
timber exporters to enjoy access to a bigger market when the
TPPA comes into force after ratification by all signatories, or
(two years after signing) ratification by states corresponding
to 85% of GDP of signatories.

Besides a bigger market access, the exporters might also
benefit from lower tariffs and trade barriers, which could
bring about higher export earnings for the timber and timber
products industry. The TPPA countries collectively account
for 25.5% of world trade (2014) and could offer a huge market
that could be tapped through closer economic integration
aided by greater market access and faster investment growth.
Scheduled to be officiated by Datuk Amar Douglas Uggah
Embas, Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities,
Malaysia, a list of leading industry experts have been lined up
to share their vast experiences in their areas of specialisation.
Leading off the seminar will be Donald Amstad from Aberdeen
Asset Management Asia who will speak on the ‘Current Global
Economic Scenario’.
The topic of ‘Current Market Developments and Outlook
for Malaysian Timber Products’ in their respective countries
and regions will be the focus of presentations by Mr. Zhu
Guanggian from the China Timber and Wood Products
Distribution Association, China; Mr. Radhakrishnan Kandamath
of Global Lumber Resources, UAE; Mr. Andre de Boer from
the European Timber Trade Federation; Ms Cindy Squires of
International Wood Products Association, USA; Mr Nicolaas
de Lange of the Chamber of Furniture Industries of the
Philippines; and Ms Shital Dhiren Thacker from Space Rite.
Clinic sessions will also be organised at the MTC Headquarters
in Kuala Lumpur the following day, 18 March, to facilitate
industry members in one-on-one consultation sessions with
the six international industry speakers.
Participation in the marketing seminar and clinic sessions is
free of charge. As seats availability is limited, participation
is on a first-come, first-served basis. The closing date for
registration is 7 March 2016.
For more information on MTC’s Marketing Seminar,
kindly contact Mr Adam Mohd Nazri (adam@mtc.com.my)
or Mr Ang Shaw Yang (syang@mtc.com.my) or
Tel: +603 9281 1999.
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Myanmar Delegates Visit MTC

T

The Myanmar timber industry is keen
to expand business opportunities with
its Malaysian counterpart, said Myanma
Timber Enterprise (MTE) managing
director, Khin Maung Yi. MTE, a stateowned company, oversees the timber
trade and logging concessions in
Myanmar.
Maung Yi was part of a trade delegation
from Myanmar that met with senior
officers from the Malaysian Timber
Council (MTC) at the Council’s
headquarters in Menara PGRM, Kuala
Lumpur, on 19 January 2016.
In an effort to boost trade, officials
from Myanmar’s Ministries of Finance
and Forestry as well as representatives
from Myanmar’s private sectors and its
Customs Department were present at
the trade talk, which was also attended
by MTC’s national timber-based
association members.
Myanmar, which is also known as the
Golden Land, has some of the most
expensive timbers in the world, which
are auctioned to the highest bidder
through an open tender system.
Malaysia is importing teak as well as
sawntimber from Myanmar and MTC
conducts regular raw material sourcing
missions to Myanmar.

MTC CEO Datuk Dr Abdul Rahim Nik (sixth from left) with the Myanmar and Malaysia officials
after the meeting.

In a move to enhance its downstream
industries, the Myanmar government
banned the export of logs. As
Myanmar’s economy opens up,
the government is implementing
conservation-driven measures to ensure
the sustainability of the forestry sector
and the growth of the industry.

Maung Yi (left) presenting a memento to
Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim.

Rise in MTCS CoC-Certified
Timber Companies

T

The Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC) registered
59 new timber companies through the Chain of Custody
(CoC) certification in 2015. This is a 21% year-on-year increase
which marks it as the third highest increase globally in the
number of CoC-certified companies for the year.
MTCC CEO Yong Teng Koon said the council was recently
honoured with an award from the Programme for the
Endorsement of Forest Certification, the world’s largest forest
certification scheme, for the achievement.
By obtaining the CoC certification under the Malaysian Timber
Certification Scheme (MTCS), timber and timber-related
companies do not only help protect the forest but also gain
a better market position and positive brand image for their
products. These companies will also enjoy better access to the
global market.

Yong (second from right) with PEFC and MTCC officials after
receiving their award.

The MTCS is also recognized by the national government
procurement policies in Denmark, Britain, Germany,
Finland, Belgium, Switzerland, France, the Netherlands and
New Zealand.
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Sarawak’s
Timber Sector
Poised for
Growth

T

The timber industry in Sarawak is set to grow between 10%
and 40% by 2020, said the state’s second Resource Planning
and Environment Minister, Datuk Amar Awang Tengah Ali
MTC has been leveraging on the two export-oriented fairs as a platform to highlight Malaysia’s enviable growth in the furniture industry.
Hasan.
Presently, timber exports including raw materials and valueadded products, contribute just over RM7 billion annually, said
the minister.

MTC Lends a Strong Arm to
Malaysian Furniture Manufacturers

I
S

Tan Sri Adenan is not too concerned about the drop in timber
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environmentalist would,” said Adenan.
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billion, an increase of 14.1% compared with the previous year.
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companies,
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government
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three
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environment, including an all-out war against illegal logging.
A newly-formed organization, G38 comprises 38 Bumiputera
furniture manufacturers based throughout Malaysia. MTC is
providing assistance and exposure for these manufacturers in an
international arena, particularly for the three first-time exhibitors.
At EFE, besides its promotional booth, MTC is sponsoring a
Furniture Pavilion for six first-time SME furniture companies and
15 furniture companies at the China Export Pavilion which EFE
set up.

“There is a need to design an action plan with the five-year
Malaysia (development) plans in mind to improve valueadded products by 10% to 40% in export income,” said Awang
Tengah.
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international shows such as MIFF and EFE are excellent platforms
The local furniture manufacturing industry should be assisted
for the Malaysian manufacturers, especially first-time exhibitors, to
to produce premium products using raw materials from the
penetrate the international market.”
state’s Acacia estates.
MTC is also sponsoring, for the second consecutive year, the MIFF
Six big companies – Samling, Shin Yang, Rimbunan Hijau, Ta
Furniture Design Competition (MIFF FDC) which is the largest
Ann, WTK and KTS – accounted for 76% or RM5.5 billion of the
furniture design competition in Malaysia, to unearth design talents.
state’s total timber exports. The minister said the industry has
to be
include
smaller
companies.
On
theexpanded
MIFF FDC,to
Abdul
Rahim
Nik said,
“Malaysia is not void of
talent. We were unable to capitalise on these talents as we did
Awang Tengah added that more industrial estates for small
not have a platform dedicated to this purpose until MIFF FDC
and medium enterprises would be built in Kuching, Tanjung
came about. The participants will also gain invaluable guidance
Manis, Bintulu, Miri and Lawas.
and support from industry experts as well as have a hands-on
experience in manufacturing wood-based furniture. Malaysia is the
eighth largest exporter of furniture in the world where about 80
per cent of our exported furniture is wood-based. We have good
resources and the possibility of designing with timber provides
endless opportunities.”
The finalists will be able to display their designs to over 500
manufactures and 20,000 buyers from all over the world. The
winners will also receive over RM20,000, trophies and certificates.

Photo credit: thestar.com.my
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Datuk Amar Awang Tengah - calls for the industry to be expanded.

To capitalise on the vast opportunities in India and countries
within the Indian subcontinent, MTC has invited 25 furniture
buyers from India to MIFF and EFE as part of its Buying Mission
programme. India is the third largest market for Malaysian timber
and timber products, accounting for RM1.77 billion in exports for
2013/2014.
Sarawak to focus on conserving the environment and forest.

Speaking on MTC’s participation at both exhibitions, MTC
CEO Datuk Abdul Rahim Nik said, “The council is always

MTC is also sponsoring, for the second consecutive year, the MIFF FDC
which is the largest furniture design competition in Malaysia, to unearth
design talents.
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UK

Huge Success for Malaysian
Furniture Companies at JFS
16 Malaysian furniture companies record RM14 million in confirmed
and potential sales at UK’s largest furniture & furnishings event

Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim meeting up with the Malaysian exhibitors at JFS.

T

The recent January Furniture Show (JFS) 2016, the largest
furniture and furnishings event in Great Britain, was a huge
success for 16 Malaysian furniture manufacturers who garnered
almost RM14 million in confirmed and potential sales.
Spanning over 55,742 square metres of exhibition space at
the National Exhibition Centre (NEC) in Birmingham, UK, JFS
2016 had more than 400 major exhibitors showcasing their
latest range of furniture, and attracted over 16,000 buyers
including retailers, interior designers, contract buyers, architects,
developers and others from around the world.
Several of the Malaysian exhibitors generated RM2.5 million
in immediate sales at the fair while the rest recorded RM11.5
million in potential sales. Nine of the 16 companies, who were
participating for the first time with MTC, recorded over RM1.9
million in sales.
The 16 manufacturers were offered the priceless opportunity
of exhibiting their products in the Malaysian Timber Council’s

MTC’s booth in the MTC Malaysia Pavillion.

16
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Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahim with Malaysian Furniture Council president, Mr.
Chua Chun Chai, and MTC staff at the MTC booth.

(MTC) Malaysia Pavilion. MTC has been playing a pivotal role in
bolstering the presence of Malaysian furniture in Great Britain
and is enhancing its efforts in anticipation of UK’s £400 million
Housing Zone Programme which is expected to be completed in
the next few years.
“We are pleased by the interest generated by the Malaysian
companies at JFS 2016 which is regarded as the most important
trade show in the UK furniture and furnishing industry’s calendar.
This is a very good platform for these manufacturers as they have
tapped into new markets not just in the UK, but beyond,” said
MTC CEO Datuk Dr Abdul Rahim Nik.
He added that UK has always been a key export market for
Malaysia’s wooden furniture, generating about RM321.9 million
in exports in 2014, and RM335.8 million from January to
November 2015.
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At the booth of a Malaysian exhibitor.

Laser Compo, Yew Hoong Sofa Products, Jukfraf Furniture,
IB Sofa, Soon Her Sing Industries, A&A Chesterfield, Sin
Wee Seng Industries, NS Creative, Muar Industries and Taishi
Tech Industries.
For details on MTC’s participation at JFS 2016, visit
www.mtc.com.my

KOREA

Korea Wood Fair

“We anticipate the UK market to continue to grow due to rising
consumer confidence and increasing household spending, low
inflation, and especially the completion of more affordable
housing under UK’s £400 million Housing Zone Programme in
the next few years.
“We also anticipate a growing interest in Malaysian furniture,
and we at MTC will certainly continue our efforts to ensure that
the local manufacturers are ready to take advantage of these
opportunities,” said Abdul Rahim.
The 576-square-metre MTC Malaysia Pavilion exhibited a wide
range of bedroom, dining and office furniture to leather. The
pavilion welcomed more than 800 visitors and received over 200
enquiries throughout the four-day show.
“We are quite satisfied with the response that we received at
JFS 2016. Not only did we uncover many new business leads
and potential business opportunities, the show was also a great
opportunity for us to learn about the emerging trends within the
industry around the world, such as space-saving furniture which
is becoming a major trend, as well as the growing interest in solid
wooden and rustic furniture such as of Oak, Pine and Acacia,”
said Chua Chun Chai, the President of the Malaysian Furniture
Council. His company, Hup Chong Furniture, was also among the
16 Malaysian exhibitors.
The other Malaysian companies that participated at JFS 2016
were Tawei Furniture, YB Woodwork Industry, VS Concept
Furniture, Feng Yuan Industries, Dynamic Furniture Industries,

Enquiries being
attended to at the
MTC booth.

T

The 2015 Korea Wood Fair was held in Seoul, South Korea at the
Coex Convention and Exhibition Centre.
Hosted by the Korea Forest Service and organised by the Korea
Federation of Wood Industrial Societies, the fifth edition of the
wood and woodworking fair had 98 exhibitors from China, South
Korea, Malaysia and Indonesia.
MTC Guangzhou was the only Malaysian company that
participated in the fair. The majority of the visitors were local
traders, panel products wholesalers and retailers as well as
furniture manufacturers.
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INDIA

Malaysian Companies to
Participate in Indiawood 2016
Local companies, led by MTC, will exhibit
their designs and products at one of Asia’s
largest trade fairs for the woodworking and
furniture manufacturing sectors
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The event, scheduled to be held at the Bangalore International
Exhibition Centre from 25-29 February 2016, is also steadily
gaining prominence amongst the international woodworking
industry, with the majority of exhibitors coming from overseas.
On display at IndiaWood 2016 will be a vast array of furniture
production technologies, woodworking machinery, tools, fittings,
accessories, raw materials and products including wood-based
building materials from over 20 countries. It is expected to attract
over 40,000 visitors from the entire furniture and woodworking
sectors of India, South East and South Asian countries, including
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Middle East, Myanmar, Bhutan,
Thailand, Indonesia and the Philippines.
Spanning across 40,000 square metres of exhibition space,
IndiaWood 2016 anticipates hosting over 200 product launches,
500 machinery demonstrations, wood-based installations
by leading architects, a Furniture Manufacturers’ Corner,
and a “Sourcing Forum” to offer business opportunities
for visiting furniture manufacturers. One of the highlights
includes a seminar on “Wood in Architecture” by international
speakers in association with Indian Institute of Architects’
Karnataka Chapter.
For more information on MTC’s participation in IndiaWood
2016, visit www.mtc.com.my

I

India has been amongst the top three major export markets
for Malaysia’s timber products since 2008, accounting for over
RM1.5 billion in annual exports for the last three consequtive
years. Ranked as one of the top three most attractive investment
destinations in the world, India has also been earmarked as one
of the fastest growing economies.

CHINA

China-ASEAN Forest and
Wood Products Expo

Leveraging on the vast untapped opportunities of India and
countries within the Indian subcontinent, the Malaysian Timber
Council (MTC) is providing an excellent opportunity for four
Malaysian timber companies to join over 650 exhibitors from
all over the world to exhibit their designs and products at the
upcoming 9th edition of IndiaWood 2016.
The four selected Malaysian companies who will exhibit their
products are Sri Ledang Sdn Bhd, Desa KL Enterprise Sdn Bhd,
Stanford-Dor Marketing (M) Sdn Bhd, and Besgrade Products
Sdn Bhd. The latter two are participating for the first time in an
MTC-Malaysia pavilion.
“The initiative by MTC is in line with its ongoing efforts to
promote local furniture globally and to bolster the presence of
Malaysian furniture in India and other international markets,” said
MTC CEO Datuk Dr Abdul Rahim Nik.
“IndiaWood is considered a driving force behind innovation
and success in the global scenario for furniture production
technologies and the woodworking sector. With hundreds of
companies from all over the world participating in the upcoming
fair, IndiaWood 2016 offers an excellent platform for Malaysian
companies to introduce and showcase their designs and
products to a whole new market, and capitalise on unlimited
opportunities for networking and establishing new business
connections. MTC is truly pleased to pave the way for more
local timber companies to set foot overseas and tap into global
business opportunities,” added Abdul Rahim.
As one of the world’s largest trade shows for Furniture
Production Technologies, Woodworking Machinery, Tools,
Fittings, Accessories, Raw Materials and Products, IndiaWood
2016 is considered the industry’s most important biennial
meeting place.

Malaysian visitors to the fair stopping by the MTC booth.

T

The 2015 China-ASEAN Forest & Wood Products Expo was
held in Nanning, Guangxi. The fair was organized by the China
National Forest Product Industry Association, Department of
Forestry of Guangxi and the China-ASEAN Secretariat.
A total of 250 companies from China, Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar,
Indonesia and Cambodia participated in the show to promote
their wood products.
MTC Guangzhou was the only Malaysian company to take part in
the fair. MTC’s visitors include Chinese timber traders as well as
furniture and panel products manufacturers.
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AMAZING TIMBER STRUCTURE

The Knole Gatchouse sits just inside the estate’s gates.

Charred Timber Gatehouse, UK

B

Burnt timber clads this gatehouse at the entrance to Knole House
in Sevenoaks, Kent. The 15th-century property has been occupied
by the descendants of Thomas Sackville, a cousin to Queen
Elizabeth I, since 1603.
The Knole Gatehouse sits just inside the estate’s gates
The black shed-like structure stands on a small concrete podium,
which creates a level foundation on the sloping driveway.

Photo cradit: humble-home.com

The house is set in a vast 1,000-acre medieval deer park
populated by large oak and plain trees. About 60 per cent of the
park’s original trees were destroyed by hurricane-force winds that
hit the UK in the Great Storm of 1987.
The burnt timber cladding of the gatehouse was selected as
an appropriate reference to this event. NORD Architecture, a
British firm was commissioned by conservation organisation The
National Trust to design the gatehouse.
The sculpted shape of the building is cut from a simple shed
typology, with external covered space and glazing punched into
the form. The interior is lined in light-coloured wood. A row of tall
windows face onto the driveway from the single room within.

The interior is lined in light-coloured wood.

The driveway leads past the remaining trees to the house, which
was also once home to Vita Sackville-West, a 20th-century poet.
The Sackville family remain in residence, but parts of the house
and its collection are open to the public.

“This scarring of the landscape is still visible nearly three decades
on,” said the architects. “Clad in burnt timber, the single-room
structure marks ‘in-memoriam’ the impact of the Great Storm on
the surrounding landscape.”
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A “Woody”
Touch from
the Past

Eureka House in Mauritius allows its
guests to ‘live in the past’ and it is not
such a bad thing after all

Timber Malaysia
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Nestled at the foot
of a sheltering
hill surrounded
by lush, tropical
vegetation and
fronted by a huge,
well-kept lawn is a
plantation house
which dates back
to the 1800s.
The old English
colonial-style
mansion, which
was constructed
from timber and
painted white, has
a touch of French
architecture to
it with its row of
shuttered attic
windows and
polished floors.
Step inside and the
interiors will evoke
a feeling of the
old days with its
vintage furniture
in ebony and
mahogany.

Constructed largely of
wood from Malaysia
and Mauritius, Eureka is
a rare beauty.
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Welcome to Eureka House, a unique Creole home built
in 1830 in Moka, Mauritius. Once owned by British and
French aristocrats, it is reputed to be one of the largest
houses on the island due to its 109 wooden doors and
windows. It also has a magnificent garden surrounded
by waterfalls from the Moka River.
Eureka gives an intriguing glimpse into the colonial
life and the Mauritius of old through the prism of the
aristocratic families who had once occupied the place.
Among the well-preserved items are the old bathrooms,
a bathtub carved from a single piece of marble that is
said to be unique in Mauritius, chairs made of ebony
wood, hand-painted chinaware, canopy beds and a
cradle.
The house was restored and opened to the public as
a museum in 1986. Constructed largely of wood from
Malaysia and Mauritius, Eureka is a rare beauty.
Its verandah runs all the way around the house and
the mansion’s extensive grounds are home to some of
Mauritius’s endemic plants. Its riverbanks are the habitat
of water lilies and beneath the waters is a visual feast of
marine life.
Eureka harbours many treasures which make other
attractions in Mauritius look like a bargain. The house has
a rich collection of antiques, old books and household
items but its prized asset is the house itself.

Top and bottom: Some of the timbers have been painted on to match the décor to reflect the era in which Eureka was constructed.

Timber Malaysia

for the love of wood

Top and bottom: The house has a rich collection of antiques, old books and household items.

Vol. 22 No. 1

Timber Malaysia 23

24

for the love of wood

Malaysian Kempas was used for its trusses as well as lattices.
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The wooden stairs that lead to the upper floor is a no-frills, sturdy
structure.

Renovated to the tune of US$3 million, Eureka maintains its
structural integrity, thanks to the Malaysian Kempas that was
used for its trusses as well as lattices and the sturdy Yellow Balau
for the flooring. Of course, local timbers such as Bois de Natte,
Bois Pomme and Tambalacoque have also been used for the
doors and wall panels.
Some of the timbers have been painted on to match the décor
to reflect the era in which Eureka was constructed. Various lattice
designs have been incorporated into different parts of Eureka’s
roof. The living area and rooms have polished flooring while the
back of the house and kitchen have cobbled stones for floors.
The wooden stairs that lead to the upper floor is a no-frills, sturdy
structure. Incorporating basic engineering design principles
of constructing a staircase, it is a classic reminder of how old
wooden houses are.
Mauritius is a land of superlatives and for an astute traveler
who wants to “go back in time”, a stay at Eureka would be soul
stirring. It has an unrivaled staying power, thanks to its interior
design and wood use.

Many residential and commercial structures
enhanced by the use of Malaysian timber
are featured in MTC’s book “ReThink: A New
Paradigm for Malaysian Timber”. Co-published
with MPH and available at MPH and leading
bookstores in Malaysia and Singapore, the book
showcases breathtaking projects in Malaysia,
Singapore, Mauritius and the Maldives.
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PJ Section 12 Harbours a World
of Ecological Wonders
The researchers believe that more species of flora and fauna could be discovered in the area.

S

Six hectares of land with about 30 abandoned bungalows in
Section 12 adjacent Universiti Malaya (UM) in Kuala Lumpur has
quietly turned into a biodiversity haven over the years.

One of the research team leaders, Benjamin Ong said the Rimba
project documented 386 trees from 47 species, 88% of which
have medicinal properties or are of commercial value.

Witnessing the wealth of flora and fauna thriving in that area
on the fringe of the capital city, a group of mostly first-year
undergraduates from UM’s Science faculty and several UM alumni
researchers carried out ‘Rimba Section 12 Project’ to identify and
record the flora and fauna species thriving there.

“Among the larger tree types are Ficus benjamina, Cyrtophyllum
fragrans and Pterocarpus indicus. We also found three types of
eagles including Brahminy Kite (Haliastur indus) and a migratory
raptor called the Crested Serpent Eagle,” said Ong.

The research, under the watchful eyes of Proffesor Faisal Rafiq
Mahamd Adikan from UM Development Office, is carried out
with the help of UMCares, which comprises the Community and
Sustainability Centre, Rimba Ilmu botanic garden, UM’s Zoology
Museum and the Sustainability Science Cluster.

The researchers also discovered owls, bats and a firefly species
which only breeds in clear water. This type of fireflies, from the
genus Luciola, is solitary unlike the riverine ones found in Kuala
Selangor which are from the genus Pteroptyx.
Even the house compounds with layers upon layers of dried
and decomposing leaves are sustaining their own miniature
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Frogs and butterflies are indicators species of the forest potential of the area.

The Rimba project documented 386 trees from 47 species.

ecosystems. “When the leaves decompose, they form layers
of nutritious food source that attract snails. The snail larvae
together with a constant source of clear water attract fireflies and
dragonflies,” said Ong.
The site is also home to several butterfly species such as Appias
libythea, Eurema Sp., Junonia orithya, Acraea Sp., Euploea algae
and Cepora pomona. Different species thrive in different habitats
such as gardens, forest-edges and primary forest. About 15
species of butterflies found in Section 12 favour all these habitats,
hinting at the forest potential of the area. This proves that the
suburban Section 12 site can rehabilitate itself into a healthy
forest ecosystem.
Another indicator species are frogs, and Section 12 has attracted
various types, indicating that the area is a high “water table”,

meaning the ground is saturated with water. The vegetation
here absorbs rainwater efficiently and the ground stores water,
thereby prevents flooding.
“If this area is flattened and covered with tarred roads, we will
lose out in many ways other than the natural shade, fresh air and
all the flora and fauna,” Ong pointed out, believing it is possible
to conserve these little pockets of “city forest”.
With such rich plant and animal life found within the six-hectare
area, the researchers believe that given more time and experts on
board, more species of flora and fauna could be discovered. The
group also hopes the place can be converted into an educational
centre on forestry.
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Students and volunteers doing their bit in protecting the
environment.

A group shot of all the participants of the expedition in Taman Negara.

LimKokWing’s Tree Planting Project

A

A group of 50 Limkokwing University International Student
Ambassadors from 18 countries under the university’s Heal
the World - Tree Planting Project Initiative, recently embarked
on a three-day expedition into the majestic rainforest of
Taman Negara in the heart of Pahang.
The expedition was organised in collaboration with the Sultan
Ahmad Shah Environment Trust (SASET). The aim of the
tree-planting initiative was to generate appreciation of the
forests and their function as ‘green lungs’ of the world.
The students and volunteers planted 3,500 trees over an area
of 92 hectares within the national park. Of the total number
of trees planted, 1,000 of them were contributed by the

students from funds raised through several projects within the
university campus.
Aisath Maisha, the project coordinator and an architecture
student from the Maldives said: “Working with SASET has helped
relate us to the benefits of fostering environmental stewardship.
You are never too young or too old to make a significant impact,
and we are happy that we joined this programme.”
The Heal the World Foundation, an outreach initiative
comprising Limkokwing University students, was formed with
the objectives of promoting compassion and social awareness
through campaigns and fundraising activities for pressing
global concerns.

Photo credit: thestar.com.my

TNB Does its
Bit to Green
Mother Earth
Datuk Ismail planting a tree during the event.

T

Tenaga Nasional Berhad (TNB), in collaboration with the
Melaka State Government and an NGO, Pertubuhan Pelindung
Khazanah Alam Malaysia (PEKA), kick-started the Tree-for-aTree programme for 2016 by planting 1,000 trees of various
species at Dataran 1Malaysia, Klebang, Melaka recently.

Communications) Datuk Mohd Aminuddin Mohd Amin said
that the programme kicked off in Kuantan in August 2015.
Malacca is the second location, and Kangar will be the third.
The programme could cost TNB close to RM1.4 million for the
purchase of the trees.

The programme is a Corporate Social Responsibility activity
carried out annually in line with TNB’s tagline of ‘Better
Environment, Brighter Future’. TNB has set a goal of planting
13,000 trees of various species at 13 selected locations around
Peninsular Malaysia this year.

The event was officiated by Malacca Housing, Local
Government and Environment Committee chairman Datuk
Ismail Othman. Also present were Science, Technology and
Innovation Deputy Minister Datuk Dr Abu Bakar Mohamad Diah
and Klebang assemblyman Datuk Lim Ban Hong. About 300
volunteers from TNB, PEKA and students from various higher
education institutions in Malacca took part in the event.

TNB’s Senior General Manager (Corporate Affairs and
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Pristine Tanjung
Resang, Johor

The view from Gunung Arong’s peak is a blissful one.

M

Malaysia is one of the 12 mega biodiverse countries in the world, a hence it
is of no surprise that the country is filled
with hidden natural treasures that lend
themselves ideally to ecotourism.

taxi from Mersing, Johor. The car ride from
Mersing takes approximately 15 minutes
to the destination, an area so stunning in
visual beauty that it can be considered
one of Malaysia’s best-kept secrets.

Among such treasures, along the beaten
track of the Peninsular Malaysian East
Coast, is a hidden splendor called Tanjung
Resang, in Johor. To get in and around
Tanjung Resang, invariably one needs
to drive or ride a motorcycle. Public bus
transport is not available to Tanjung
Resang, although one can always take a

The view from Gunung Arong’s peak is a
blissful one. On a clear day, not only can
one see the entire Tanjung Resang bay
but also nearby islands.

Tanjung Resang offers breathtaking sights.

Here, you can immerse yourself in
the various types of landscapes, from
dense, at times, undulating rainforest

jungle to mangroves, grasslands, rocky
outcroppings as well as the endless
stretches of beach and still largely
unexplored marine habitats.
Be it for bird watching, caving, rockclimbing, river cruising, white-water
rafting or scuba diving, Tanjung Resang
offers breathtaking sights, whether they
are of the countless rainbow-plumed
bird species, the spectacular firefly
pyrotechnics that need to be seen to be
believed or its serene surroundings.

An ideal spot for a picnic in Tanjung Resang.

