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The last quarter of 2015 had been 
quite an eventful period for MTC. 
The Council’s Wood Architecture 
international conference in November, 
which saw five world famous authorities 
in the fields of timber engineering 
and architecture on one stage, was 
astounding. No other organisation in the 
country can lay claim to such a feat.

Andrew Lawrence, Juergen Mayer-
Hermann, Rune Abrahamsen, Jonas 
Lencer and Frank Miebach shared their 
insights into building with timber and 
their breathtaking designs left many in 
the audience full of hope as much of 
what has been accomplished by our 
European counterparts have yet to take 
root here. Read all about these experts 
and their views from pages 3-5.

The Council also saw a change of guard 
in November. Datuk Dr Abdul Rahim 
Nik took over from MTC’s Interim CEO 
Datuk M. Nagarajan on 16 November 
2015. We welcome Datuk Abdul Rahim 
and extend our profoundest thanks to 
Datuk Nagarajan, who is also the Deputy 
Secretary-General of the Plantation 
Industries and Commodities Ministry.

Datuk Abdul Rahim, a notable forest 
hydrologist by training, was the 
former deputy secretary-general 
(environment) of the Natural Resources 
and Environment Ministry. He has 
many achievements under his belt 
and has vast experience in the fields 
of environmental management, 
biodiversity, climate change and 
forestry, among others. See Datuk Abdul 
Rahim’s profile on page 2.
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Dear Readers,

www.mtc.com.my

History was created in December when 
195 countries adopted a legally binding 
deal on climate change. The Paris 
Agreement sets out to curb drastic 
climate changes by limiting global 
warming to below 2°C.  Read a snippet 
on the accord which offers hope to 
humanity on page 2.

Malaysia has embarked on an ambitious 
plan to link its forests from the Thai 
border to the southern-most state of 
Johor to safeguard our biodiversity.  
The RM4 billion-project will involve 
land acquisitions from the respective 
states. This step in the right direction is 
covered on page 11.

Timber may no longer be under fire as 
it has proved its worth by performing 
better than concrete and steel during 
a fire test. An article entitled “Timber 
high-rise not an inferno” makes an 
interesting read from pages 18-19. 

Teeming with luxury, a resort in 
Seychelles maintains its warmth and 
coziness, thanks to the clever use 
of Malaysian timbers. Pages 22-25 
under the FOR THE LOVE OF WOOD 
section feature the Constance Ephelia 
Resort’s sublime beauty and the great 
supporting role Malaysian timbers are 
playing there.

We wish all our readers Happy New 
Year and Happy Reading!

The Editor
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Historic Paris 
Agreement
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(From left) United Nations secretary-general Ban Ki-moon, French 
Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius and French President Francois 
Hollande applauding after the Paris Agreement was adopted in Le 
Bourget, Paris. 

After nearly two weeks of acrimonious debate, negotiators 
from about 190 countries including Malaysia reached a historic 
agreement to address climate change on 12 December 2015.

The Paris Agreement stipulates that countries commit to 
curbing greenhouse emissions to halt the global temperature 
rise at 2°C relative to pre-industrial levels. All signatories are 
required to meet this goal by becoming either more energy 
efficient, reducing deforestation and forest degradation or 
burning less fossil fuels.

The Paris Agreement, which also includes sections from 
REDD+, ends decades-long rows between rich and poor 
nations over how to carry out what will be a trillion-dollar 
campaign. 

“The Paris Agreement establishes the enduring framework the 
world needs to solve the climate crisis,” said United States 
President Barack Obama.

Malaysia has committed to reducing green house gas 
emissions of GDP by 45% by 2030.

According to scientists, the world has already warmed 
by almost 1°C which has caused major problems in dry 
developing countries.

Developing countries have agreed to muster at least US$100 
billion (about RM433 billion) a year from 2020 to help 
developing nations. However, this is not legally binding 
following objections from the United States.

The accord nonetheless offers hope that humanity can 
avert catastrophic climate change and usher in an energy 
revolution. 

Caption: (Use AP pic – Dec 12/13/2015)

MTC welcomes 
new CEO

As CEO, Datuk Dr Abdul Rahim Nik will continue to spearhead the 
growth of the timber industry.

MMTC is proud to welcome Datuk Dr Abdul Rahim Nik as the 
Council’s new Chief Executive Officer. Abdul Rahim succeeds 
Datuk M.Nagarajan, the former interim CEO, effective 16 
November 2015.

Abdul Rahim will continue to spearhead MTC’s efforts in 
promoting the growth of the Malaysian timber trade and the 
furniture industry globally.

MTC Chairman Datuk Wee Jeck Seng in welcoming Abdul 
Rahim said: “We are delighted to have on board an individual 
with such broad and relevant expertise. Abdul Rahim brings 
with him a wealth of experience and is committed to helping 
the industry face all current and future challenges.

“We look forward to his contributions in furthering the 
interests of the Malaysian timber industry and securing 
Malaysia’s position as a top exporter of value-added timber 
products.”

Abdul Rahim began his career as a research officer in the 
Forest Research Institute Malaysia in 1981. He was in charge 
of the hydrology and watershed research. 

He completed his PhD in Forest Hydrology from the 
University of Wales, UK, in 1990 and has a Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degree from the Louisiana State University (1979) 
and University of West Virginia (1981), USA, respectively.

His notable achievements include serving several boards 
of government, semi-government and non-governmental 
organisations. Abdul Rahim is also an international council 
member of the Vienna-based International Union of Forestry 
Research Organisation since 2010.

He is also an Associate Fellow and Fellow of Academy 
Science Malaysia since 2012 and 2015, respectively.

During his tenure at the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment, Abdul Rahim coordinated and supervised 
policy issues relating to environmental management, climate 
change, forestry, biodiversity, wildlife and marine parks.

He has published over 100 technical and semi-technical 
papers in scientific journals and edited over 15 books. 
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Wood Architecture Conference
MTC’s Wood Architecture – Art and 
Function international conference on 
24 November 2015 was a huge success. 
The Council was privileged to have had 
five world renowned timber experts on 
one stage - a fete that has not been 
accomplished by any other institution in 
the country in recent years.

Andrew Lawrence, Juergen Mayer-
Hermann, Rune Abrahamsen, Jonas 
Lencer and Frank Miebach mesmerised 
the audience comprising architects, 
engineers, forestry officers and students 
with their awe-inspiring presentations.

These five speakers are recognised as 
big wheels in the fields of architecture 
and engineering as they have been 
instrumental in designing iconic 
structures which are deemed as 
engineering marvels. 

These structures, which stand proud in 
various parts of London and Europe, 
have been made possible, thanks to 
technological innovations. The use 
of glued laminated timber and other 
engineered timber materials such as 
Cross Laminated Timber (CLT) and 
Laminated Veneer Lumber (LVL) have 
enabled timber-based products to be 
bent into curved structures of art.

Lawrence in his paper Timber Structures 
Around the World, said timber has come 
full circle with the advent of engineered 

timber products. Prefabricated timber 
is another plus point as it has reduced 
construction time and cost. He added 
that Malaysia’s diverse choice of wood 
species and their inherent properties 
in terms of colour and grain can lead 
to the creation of visually pleasing 
engineered timber products.

Lawrence is noted for building the 
highly acclaimed Endless Stair, Centre 
Pompidou-Metz, Timber Wave, Canary 

(From left) Datuk Low Kian Chuan, Juergen Mayer-Hermann, Thang Hooi Chiew, Rune Abrahamsen, Mohd Zulhemlee An, Datuk Dr Abdul Rahim Nik, 
Frank Miebach, Jonas Lencer, Andrew Lawrence and Azman Md Hashim.

A leading timber engineer, Andrew Lawrence delivering his presentation.

Wharf Crossrail Roof and Serpentine 
Pavilion. He is also a member of the 
Timber Eurocode Committee and 
lectures around the world on the use of 
timber in architecture.

Lencer in his presentation said there has 
always been a “star building material” 
during certain periods of time. He 
said during the 20th Century, the use 
of building materials evolved from 
stone to brick and finally to concrete.           
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Lencer believes that timber is now the 
crown jewel as the need to go green 
becomes deeply rooted in the many folds 
of society.

In his paper Sculptural Architecture, 
Lencer emphasised the importance of 
understanding the needs of the project 
and to engage the services of relevant 
expertise such as engineers. 

The architect said: “We are in an 
interesting period to establish timber 
in construction and have to convince 
people that timber is not an inferior 
building material.”

Lencer, who specialises in combining 
design concepts with innovative 
structures and construction techniques, 
said the use of CLT has enabled property 
owners to redesign their homes or 
offices to suit their current needs. 

Growing up in the North of Germany, 
Lencer used to help his grandfather 
in his timber construction work where 
houses were built using the lumber’s 
existing dimensions. He added that 
technological “breakthroughs” have 
enabled timber to be sculptured at 
varying dimensional requirements. 

Lencer, who is a studio director with 
DRMM, was responsible for the design 
and delivery of the Wansey Street 
project as well as the Endless Stair, 
among others. He lectures in Britain and 
Europe mainly on the wonders of CLT 
and was part of the Battersea Power 
Station project in Britain which won 
the “Developer of the Year” title at the 
2015 International Emirates Glass LEAF 
awards ceremony in London the day 
after the conference.

Renowned timber bridge specialist, 
Abrahamsen, said there was no need 
for one to be a timber fanatic as all 
construction materials such as steel 
and concrete have their rightful place. 
He said timber bridges are lighter but 
strong and can last long depending on 
the detailing on the wood surface.

Abrahamsen said the use of timber in 
Norway grew after the Winter Olympics 
in 1994 where lumber was used to 
construct the skating stadium and the roof 
panels. After the Olympics, Norway wanted 
to build timber bridges which should be 
able to stand for 100 years or more.

A structural engineer by qualification, 
Abrahamsen said though timber bridges 
cost 10 per cent more than concrete 
bridges, the Norwegian authorities’ 
stance on sustainable living had 
prompted the rise of wooden bridges in 
the country.

Abrahamsen is noted for building the 

bridge across the Rena River in Norway 
which is said to be the world’s strongest 
timber bridge. Military tanks use the 
bridge regularly. He is also instrumental 
for building the longest timber truss 
bridge (Evenstad) and the longest 
timber road  bridge (Flisa).

Most of the bridges in Norway use Scots 
Pine, Norway Spruce and the highly 
durable Accoya. Abrahamsen said a new 
1.7km glulam bridge will be built soon 
in the country where the amount of 
glulam needed is equivalent to what a 
manufacturer produces in a year. 

Abrahamsen in his talk Timber Bridges, 
explained that pressure treatment 
ensures the long shelf life of a timber 
structure and that many engineers have 
stopped using copper cladding as it 
gets stolen regularly. Zinc is now the 
preferred choice for cladding as copper 
is expensive.  

Miebach in his paper Building with 
Wood explained how timber concrete 
composite bridges came into being 
and how bridges can be protected 
without chemical impregnation. He 
touched briefly on how steels plates are 
glued into timber to boost a structure’s 
strength as well as the use of asphalt 
and granite to safeguard the timber’s 
surface.

Miebach also spoke on the Timber 
Wildlife Crossing in Berlin, how large 
pieces of glulam were used and made 
waterproof using layers of foil. He 
added that in some European countries, 
bridges were designed for aesthetic 
purposes and sustainability. 

The engineer, who is the executive 

director of Schaffitzel+Miebach, 
mentioned a magnificent project which 
involves designing a motorway in 
Hamburg where the top of the covered 
highway is beautifully landscaped and 
comes with openings which give a view 
of the traffic below.

Miebach also shared with the audience 
his delight of having secured a project 
of constructing the 260-metre bridge 
in Rhine which flows through six 
countries - Switzerland, Principality of 
Liechtenstein, Austria, Germany, France 
and the Netherlands before flowing into 
the North Sea at Rotterdam.

Mayer-Hermann, who is revered for the 
construction of the Metropol Parasol, 
which is the largest glued structure in 
the world, said budget restrictions led 
to a paradigm shift among engineers     
and architects. 

“You need to know what you can do 
with timber,” said Mayer-Hermann as 
he showed his fascinated audience the 
many beautifully sculptured timber 
buildings during his presentation 
entitled Timber in Architecture.

The German architect said that there 
was nothing tectonic about the 
Metropol Parasol though it had altered 
engineering as well as architectural 
perceptions before becoming an iconic 
structure which had changed the face of 
Seville in Spain.

As Mayer-Hermann took the conference 
participants through his presentation, 
which showcased many amazing timber 
buildings, he repeated a fact which 
the other four speakers expounded 
earlier that building with prefabricated 

(Standing, fifth from left) Datuk Dr Abdul Rahim Nik, Jonas Lencer and Andrew Lawrence with 
some of the Universiti Teknologi Mara students.
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MTC launched a new book at its Wood Architecture – Art 
and Function international conference on 24 November 
2015. The Guidebook for Timber Decking in Malaysia is an 
effort by the Council to promote a wider use of timber in 
the construction sector.  

Timber decking is popular among property owners due 
to its versatility and aesthetic qualities. It also adds value 

timber is cost and time efficient and it is 
relatively easy to protect any structure 
by building them a few inches above   
the ground.

A question-and-answer session was 
held after the speakers’ presentation 
which was chaired by MTC’s Chief 
Executive Officer, Datuk Dr Abdul 
Rahim Nik. Among the panelists were 
Ar. Azman Md Hashim, Deputy Division 
Secretary, Project Implementation 
and Maintenance Branch, Ministry of 
Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Local 
Government; Ar. Mohd Zulhemlee 
An, President, Malaysian Institute of 
Architects and Ir Kamaluddin Abdul 
Rashid, Senior Director, Specialist 
Sector, Civil Engineering Branch, Public 
Works Department. The five speakers 
were also part of the panelists.

Andrew Lawrence, Juergen Mayer-
Hermann, Rune Abrahamsen, Jonas 
Lencer and Frank Miebach are as 
fascinating as the structures they had 

MTC launches decking 
guidebook

created. Collectively, these amazing 
individuals departed a wealth of 
information which inspired as well 
as dispelled myths about timber and 
its abilities which have yet to be fully 
explored. These experts shared a 
common belief that Malaysia with its 
rich and diverse forest resources can 
produce a wide range of beautiful 
timber structures as we have many 
species that come in different colours 
and grain patterns.

MTC also co-organised a workshop 
with Universiti Teknologi Mara and the 
Malaysian Institute of Architects at 
the university’s campus in Shah Alam, 
Selangor, on 25 November 2015. The 
workshop entitled Designing with 
Timber – An Architectural Perspective, 
catered specifically for architecture 
students. A total of 416 students from 
six institutions of higher learning 
attended the workshop. 

Andrew Lawrence and Jonas Lencer 

shared their experiences and ideas at 
the workshop while providing a platform 
for students to discuss the challenges 
involved in building with timber during 
the panel discussion. 

The students in turn triggered the 
curiosity of the prolific speakers with 
their “angklung” performance. The 
angklung is a musical instrument from 
Indonesia which is made of two to four 
bamboo tubes attached to a bamboo 
frame. The tubes are carved to have 
a resonant pitch when struck and are 
tuned to octaves. The base of the frame 
is held in one hand, whilst the other 
hand strikes the instrument.

Lawrence and Lencer tried their hands 
at playing the musical instrument much 
to the delight of the students. The 
workshop served as an eye-opener 
for the students. Both Lawrence and 
Lencer hoped that the students will be 
the generation to take timber to greater 
heights in this country.   

to a property. The book is an excellent manual on building 
a timber deck. It provides comprehensive information on a 
deck’s components, planning and design considerations as 
well as timber choices. 

The guidebook also gives details on the installation and 
maintenance of a timber deck for a long shelf life. 

The decking guidebook is one of MTC’s latest 
publications.

Datuk Dr Abdul Rahim Nik 
(left) and Mohd Zulhemlee 
An at the book launch. 
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In line with Malaysia’s aim to promote 
bilateral ties with the Chinese 
government and tap into the Republic’s 
vast economic potentials, MTC 
presented products from local furniture 
manufacturers at the 21st edition of the 
China International Furniture Expo. 

The expo, which is also known as 
Furniture China 2015, was held at the 
Shanghai New International Expo 
Centre (SNIEC) in Shanghai from 9 to 12 
September 2015. Furniture China is one 
of the largest furniture exhibitions in the 
world organised by the China National 
Furniture Association (CNFA) and 
Shanghai UBM Sinoexpo International 
Exhibition Co. Ltd.

For the first time, MTC set up the 
“Malaysia Pavilion” where 19 Malaysian 
companies showcased their products 
such as dining, bedroom and occasional 
sets as well as office furniture. The 
organisers had also set up another 
“Malaysia Pavilion” for independent 
exhibitors.

The Minister of Plantation Industries 
and Commodities Datuk Amar Douglas 
Uggah Embas, visited MTC’s “Malaysia 
Pavilion” on the third day of the show 
and held discussions with several 
Malaysian exhibitors at their respective 
booths. He also visited the booths of 
the independent Malaysian exhibitors 
including those at the “International 
Hall”. The visit was part of the ministry’s 
“Palm Oil and Timber Economic and 
Promotion Mission to China” which was 
led by the Minister.

MTC’s “Malaysia Pavilion” was a success 
as it generated RM10.82 million in 
immediate sales and a further RM25.23 
million in business deals which are 
still under negotiation. The Malaysian 
exhibitors also received 2,172 visitors, 
out of whom 52% were from China. The 
1,047 enquiries received are expected to 
generate sales as well as business leads. 

“We are happy with the success 
achieved by our Malaysian 
manufacturers at Furniture China 2015. 
This is a priceless opportunity for them 

to not only showcase their products, 
but to also network and establish 
collaborations with industry players 
from China and around the world,” said 
MTC Chairman Datuk Wee Jeck Seng.

“The expo also proved to be an 
invaluable opportunity for us to 
showcase our timbers which are used 
for furniture making and reinforce our 
position as a leading furniture exporter 
in the world,” added Wee.  

Malaysia is the eighth largest global and 
third largest Asian exporter of furniture. 
Its products can be found in about 160 
countries, including China.

“China is one of the key markets 
for our furniture industry as it has a 
large domestic market. Given China’s 
expanding middle class, urbanisation 
and rapid economic development, 
we are optimistic that we can 
increase our share in China’s growing 
domestic furniture market. This will 
also contribute towards achieving the 
National Timber Industry Policy target 
of RM16 billion in furniture exports by 
2020,” he said.

(Seated second from right) Datuk Amar Douglas Uggah Embas at the expo with MTC’s officials.
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Furniture China opens doors    
for Malaysian manufacturers

International furniture expo helps Malaysian furniture manufacturers create significant 

inroads into growing Chinese market

Malaysia’s export of timber and timber 
products globally was valued at 
RM10.46 billion from January to June 
2015, with exports to China amounting 
to US$406.55 million. China was also 
the 24th largest importer of Malaysian 
wooden and rattan furniture during this 
period.

MTC’s “Malaysia Pavilion” took up 750 
of the total 380,000 square metres of 
the exhibition’s floor space. There were 
101,888 visitors at the four-day expo 
which was an increase from last year’s 
98,401 visitors. About 2,500 foreign and 
Chinese exhibitors were present at this 
mega fair. 

China is one of the key 

markets for our furniture 

industry as it has a large 

domestic market.

“
”Datuk Wee Jeck Seng
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New trade deals with China
A new partnership has been forged 
between Malaysia and China through 
the “One Belt One Road” Malaysia-
China Economic Initiative which is set to  
boost Malaysia’s export value of timber 
to China.  

A memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) for higher cooperation between 
the two countries was signed by the 
Malaysian Wood Industries Association 
(MWIA), Timber Exporters Association 
Malaysia (TEAM) and the Guangdong 
Timber Industry Association (GTIA) on 
20 September 2015.

The MoU was signed by president of 
MWIA Datuk Low Kian Chuan, president 
of TEAM George Tan and president 
of GTIA Zhang Jianmin. The signing 
ceremony was witnessed by the Prime 
Minister’s Special Envoy to China Tan Sri 
Ong Ka Ting, Governor of Guangdong, 
China, Zhu Xiaodan and MTC Chairman 
Datuk Wee Jeck Seng.

Low said this was the first time that 
such a strategic alliance was formed         
with China.

“It will provide opportunities for 
Malaysian timber manufacturers to 
enter into lasting trade relations with 
importers from Guangdong,” said Low.

Among the initiatives covered in the 
MoU are the promotion of Malaysian 
timber and timber products to China 
and the development of unified 
specifications that comply with 

Guangdong’s trade requirements.

Tan said the MoU would enable 
smaller scaled businesses to market 
their products on an international 
level as the China market is huge.

Malaysia’s export value of timber to 
China was RM787 million in 2014 and 
this is estimated to increase by six 
percent annually. 

(Seated from left) Datuk Low Kian Chuan, George Tan and Zhang Jianmin. (Standing, from 
left) Datuk Wee Jeck Seng, Tan Sri Ong Ka Ting, Zhu Xiaodan and China Ambassador to 
Malaysia Huang Huikang.

Furniture stocks have been rising. Growing rapidly in their 
share price, the makers of furniture have been benefiting 
from the weaker ringgit. As a beneficiary of the stronger US 
dollar, furniture makers have seen a boom in their business.

According to statistics, furniture makers are exporting 
loads of their products overseas, especially to the US. 
The improving economy in the US is also helping to boost 
furniture stocks on Bursa Malaysia.

Furniture stocks on the rise

Furniture sales and stocks have benefitted from the stronger US dollar.

The gains seen in recent months have been huge. Exports 
of furniture and parts have been in double digits since 
August 2015. It is not just furniture makers who have 
benefitted. Timbers stocks too have improved in their price 
as companies such as Evergreen Fiberboard Bhd has seen a 
jump in its share price and also its financial performance.

Now, the question is just how long this will last for an industry 
that has seen trying times. 
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Addressing key issues        
in open dialogue

MTC’s annual dialogue with the six national timber-based 
associations gave the Council a quick insight into the new 
requests that were tabled by its industry partners. The six 
associations were: the Malaysian Wood Industries Association 
(MWIA);  Timber Exporters’ Association Malaysia (TEAM); 
Malaysian Panel Products Manufacturers’ Association (MPMA); 
Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery Council (MWMJC); 
Malaysian Bumiputra Timber and Furniture Entrepreneurs’ 
Association (PEKA) and the Malaysian Furniture Council 
(MFC).

Though the Council keeps abreast of these associations’ needs 
and wants, the annual dialogue session enables both parties 
to explore ways of enhancing the growth and development of 
the timber and furniture industries.

This year’s dialogue session was held from 3 to 6 August at 
MTC’s headquarters in Kuala Lumpur. MTC’s Interim CEO 
Datuk M.Nagarajan presided over the meeting which was 
held in six sittings. About 40 representatives from the six 
associations attended the dialogue session.

Among the matters raised were ways to expand the export 
market and enhance fair visits to tap into potential business 
opportunities. The association members also wanted 
publications centred on selected timber products.

Labour shortage issues had their fair share of “coverage” 
when members highlighted this perennial problem. The supply 
of raw materials was also a primary concern as the volume 
of locally produced timber was insufficient to meet the 
requirements of the domestic market. This is due to Malaysia’s 
commitment to maintain its natural forest cover of at least 
50% of its total land area by 2020. 

MTC’s Regional Directors gave a briefing after the dialogue 
session. The directors from the London, Dubai and Guangzhou 

MWIA members speaking at the dialogue 
session.

offices updated the industry members on the latest 
developments in their respective regions.

Both the dialogue and briefing sessions proved to be good 
platforms for information gathering for MTC as well as the 
association members. 

PEKA being heard.

MFC shares its views with MTC.

The TEAM members.

Members of MPMA.

MWMJC highlights its requests.

Datuk M. Nagarajan chaired the meetings.
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The Malaysian International Furniture Fair (MIFF), which is 
one of the largest trade fairs in Southeast Asia, returns with 
its seventh installment of its ever popular Furniture Design 
Competition (FDC).

Fair organisers, UBM Malaysia, partners MTC for the second 
consecutive year for the FDC which carries the same theme 
of FDC 2015 for 2016  – “Living Furniture, Global Perspective.” 
But FDC 2016 comes with a new challenge where participants 
are required to design a piece of furniture which can be 
expanded into a collection or a series to accommodate global 
buying trends.

UBM received 90 entries for the competition and the first 
round of judging was done between 12 and 16 October 2015 
followed by the semi-finals on 23 October 2015. Twenty-eight 
candidates were shortlisted and 10 finalists were selected but 
there were 11 designs as one finalist had submitted two entries.

The panel of judges comprising Philip Yap (PYD Associates, 
China); Lu Ke Yan (Tian Di Ru Feng, China); Fabrizio Carloncelli 
(Fabrizio Carloncelli Design Italia Co Ltd, China/Italy); Ar Lim 
Wei Hong (Arkitek WHL, Malaysia) and Hamidah Abdullah 
(MTC) were happy with the quality of the entries that        
were submitted. 

“The workshop that was held at MTC to inform design 
schools lecturers of the competition criteria and how to 
use timber judiciously for furniture-making has paid off,”                        
said Hamidah Abdullah, who is MTC’s Director of the Industry 
Development Division.  

UBM had organised a workshop for a select number of 
lecturers and heads of departments from local design 
institutions to impart the latest developments in the design 
industry with the intention of enhancing the quality of 
competition entries for FDC 2016.

The competition, which is open to both Malaysians and 
foreigners aged 30 and below, offers excellent cash 
prizes as well as trophies and certificates. The first prize is 
RM10,000 while second- and third-prize winners will receive 
RM5,000 and RM2,500, respectively. The 10 finalists will also          
receive RM500 each.

The finalists were Izyan Syamimi Zainol, Lee Wen Horng, Lee 

Improved submissions for FDC

Jian Kang, Lim Mei San, Wong Mei Ying, Low Kah Ling, Chee 
Fang Yan, Vivian Lam Shi Wei and Jun Lee Kai Chun. Lim Bo 
Qiang, who submitted two entries, was a FDC 2015 finalist.

The prototype makers, who were present at the judging 
competition, identified the designs that they were willing to 
help realize. 

The furniture manufacturers, who were keen to support 
the competition and the young designers, said that the 
participants must be mindful of the constrains of designing 
furniture with timber as their factories were not adequately 
equipped to handle the manufacture of certain designs.

At this point, Chief Judge Philip Yap said: “We shouldn’t place 
such limitations as both the designers and manufacturers must 
learn to adapt and move forward with innovative creations. 
Otherwise, we will be producing the same kind of furniture and 
will not be able to keep up with the changing global trends in 
furniture design.” 

The organisers were thankful for the support lent by the 
furniture manufacturers as they are an important component 
of the competition. They will be providing an avenue for the 
young designers to learn about making furniture with timber 
which will prove to be an invaluable experience.

The prototypes must be ready for the final round of judging on 
29 February 2016. 

The semi-finalists with the judges and organisers.

A student presenting her design to the judges.
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Sabah benefits from 
conservative practices

IIt looks like sustainable logging practices are paying off 
handsomely for Sabah. Its forestry department director Datuk 
Sam Mannan said the Deramakot Log auction has generated 
RM12 million. 

The Deramakot Forest Reserve is the first tropical rainforest 
to be certified as a well-managed forest under the Forest 
Stewardship Council Certification Scheme. 

The director handed over a cheque for RM12 million to Chief 
Minister Datuk Seri Musa Aman during the opening ceremony 
of the international conference on the Heart of Borneo (HoB): 
Bridging HoB Landscapes and Beyond – Through Healthy 
Watershed Corridors and Sabah’s Ramsar recently.

“There will be more riches for Sabah if we continue to carry 
out our developments in a sustainable manner. We also have 
two major events to celebrate in the interest of conservation,” 
said Mannan at the conference.

The first was a donation of about 463ha of land belonging to 
Liew Pin Cheong of Lebihasil Sdn Bhd to connect Tabin with 
the Kulamba Wildlife Forest Reserves. The land is worth more 
than RM20 million.

The second was TSH Resources Bhd carving out 28,375ha 
of largely virgin forests from its Forest Management Unit 
concession to be reclassified as a totally protected forest  
Class One.

The Chief Minister said that protection of the natural resources 
and biodiversity were of utmost importance given the fact 
that all living things depended on them.

“Malaysia’s main approach to conserving its natural ecosystems 

was by gazetting these plots as totally protected areas,” said 
Musa, adding that over 21% of terrestrial ecosystems in Sabah 
have been gazetted as totally protected areas (TPAs).

“We are on track to expand the size of our TPA to 30% of 
Sabah’s land mass within a decade,” he said.

Musa presented certificates to researchers Dr Berhaman 
Ahmad of Universiti Malaysia Sabah and Dr Peter Wilson, who 
discovered a new timber species at the Bukit Hampuan Forest 
Reserve within HoB in Sabah at the conference.

The new timber species is said to be of excellent quality. The 
plant has been named Tristaniopis musa-amanii and is also 
known as Pelawan-Pelawan. 

Datuk Seri Musa Aman (left) receiving a memento of the new plant species from Dr Berhaman Ahmad. With them is Datuk Sam Mannan.

Sabah is raking it in with its sustainable logging practices.
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RM4 billion to 
link forests

Halting forest 
loss

As part of its environment plan, Malaysia wants to keep the 
peninsula’s forest linked to each other. A feat that will cost the 
government about RM4 billion. Linking the forests to create 
a forest range from the Thai border to Johor would keep its 
biodiversity safe.

Natural Resources and Environment Minister Datuk Seri Dr 
Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar said the money will be used to 
acquire land from the states.

“This amount is to create the corridor for all clustered forested 
areas cut by development and plantations,” said Wan Junaidi.

The minister, who spoke at the COP21 climate change talks 
in Paris, touched on the First World’s expectations over 
developing nations’ carbon emission. He highlighted Malaysia’s 
move to retain 50% of its forest cover. Forests act as carbon 
sinks and deforestation is one of the top causes of carbon 
emissions worldwide.

In an effort to link forest covers, the government had earlier 
mooted an idea called “Central Forest Spine”. For the Spine to 
work, 37 linkages are needed. He said that the states were not 
against it but questioned the handing over of the forest areas 
to the Federal Government.

“The negotiations are still definitely on between my ministry 
and the state governments,” said Wan Junaidi.

As for Sabah and Sarawak, the minister said both states 
were in support of the Heart of Borneo plan which involves 
reforesting large parts of Malaysia, Brunei and Indonesia. 

Halting the loss of forest cover by deforestation and 
stopping the decline in forest quality is high on the 
Malaysian government’s agenda, said Natural Resources and 
Environment Minister Datuk Seri Dr Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar.

The minister said that this can be achieved by reforestation 
and enrichment of degraded land to increase carbon 
sequestration and mitigate climate change effects. Expanding 
forest reserves and protected areas under the Heart of Borneo 
(HoB) and the Central Forest Spine initiatives will help meet 
the government’s goal.

The government has identified about 144,000ha of land that 
could be restored in the Central Forest Spine and six million ha 
in HoB. 

“Malaysia has also implemented the reduction of emissions 
from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD+) which 
saw an estimated total of 97.5 million tones of CO2 (carbon 
dioxide) emissions avoided through improved forest 
management for the 2006-2010 period,” said Wan Junaidi.

“However, our financial and technical limitations, among others, 
can hinder our progress in wanting to conserve these natural 
resources. External funding can offer viable solutions.” 

Malaysia has demonstrated its commitment in addressing 
climate change. We would like to urge developed countries to 
fulfil their obligations as stipulated under the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change which includes 
its COP16 decision that developing countries should receive 
funding.

Malaysia had incorporated measures to address the issues of 
climate change, environmental degradation and sustainable 
utilisation of natural resources under the 10th Malaysia Plan 
(2011-2015). This plan had resulted in Malaysia achieving a 33%  
reduction in emissions intensity of GDP by 2013.

This effort will be continued under the 11th Malaysia Plan 
(2016-2020) under the “Green Growth Agenda’ which calls for 
strengthening the environment including policy and regulatory 
frameworks, human capital and green technology. 

Datuk Seri Dr Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar says Malaysia has in place 
measures to address climate change and environmental degradation, 
among others.
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Forests from the Thai border to Johor will be connected through land 
acquisitions.
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... a collection of structures and interiors enhanced by 
the use of Malaysian timber in projects in Malaysia, 
Singapore, Mauritius and the Maldives.

Delivery charges & handling fees
RM10 per copy (Peninsular Malaysia)
RM15 per copy (Sabah & Sarawak)

USD30 per copy

RM70 (Malaysia)

USD50 (overseas)

Price per copy No of copies Sub-total

Please find enclosed herewith a cheque/ bank draft/ postel order No                                         in favour of Malaysian Timber Council
for the amount of RM/ USD

To order, please fill up this section below and send your completed form and payment to the Malaysian Timber Council. 
For proceessing of overseas orders, please contact Mr. Andrew Kong (andrew@mtc.com.my) or Ms. Kuraibah Zakaria (kuraibah@mtc.com.my). 

Total

Name

Address

City State Country

Postcode

Tel Fax Email

Malaysian Timber Council
18th Floor, Menara PGRM
No. 8, Jalan Pudu Ulu
Cheras, 56100 Kuala Lumpur 
Malaysia.
tel +60 3 9281 1999
fax +60 3 9282 8999
email council@mtc.com.my
www.mtc.com.my

The Malaysian Timber 
Council, in its e�ort to 
promote a better and wider 
use of timber, has initiated a 
programme to educate the 
general public on the proper 
usage of timber. This book, 
which focuses on timber 
decking, is part of the 
Council’s overall e�ort to 
encourage the wider use of 
timber in building 
construction. 

Not many materials can 
match the beauty and 
practicality of tropical timber 
for decking. Timber decking 
is popular among property 
owners due to its versatility 
and aesthetic qualities. It 
also adds value to a 
property.

The book is an excellent 
manual on building a timber 
deck. It provides 
comprehensive information 
on a deck’s components, 
planning and design 
considerations as well as 
timber choices. The 
guidebook also gives details 
on the installation and 
maintenance of a timber 
deck for a long shelf life. 
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CHINA
MTC debuts at 
Sylvawood 2015

The first edition of Sylvawood was held in Intex Shanghai from 
29 June to 1 July 2015. The exhibition was organised by Shanghai 
Pablo Exhibition Co Ltd and Shanghai Timber Trade Association. 
The fair had the endorsement of French Timber, American 
Hardwood Export Council, American Softwoods, Softwood 
Export Council and Canada Wood.

The exhibition aspires to be Asia’s only timber material and 
timber products expo to fulfil market demands, especially 
the China market. Sylvawood also aims to serve as a platform 
for international timber suppliers and traders. There were 82 
exhibitors from more than 30 countries at the fair.

MTC participated in the fair by having a nine square metre 
promotional booth. Three other Malaysian organisations exhibited 
their products independently at Intex. They were APP Timber, 
Malaysian MDF Manufacturers’ Association and Samling Housing 
Product Sdn Bhd.

Among the products on display were sawntimber, wooden 
flooring, MDF and wooden furniture components. Most of MTC’s 
booth visitors were Chinese timber traders as well as flooring and 
furniture manufacturers. 

MTC Guangzhou Director Tan Ting Wai (left) attending to a fair visitor.
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CANADA
resource, Business Mission 
to Vancouver

MTC participated in the Global Buyers Mission (GBM) in 
Vancouver, Canada, from 10 to 12 September 2015. The by-
invitation only networking-cum-trade show is held to bring 
together international buyers of wood products from around 
the world with Canadian manufacturers of finished materials, 
buildings supplies and remanufacturing products, among others.

This year’s GBM welcomed almost 700 visitors. Over 200 pre-
qualified international buyers from Australia, Eastern Canada, 
China, Czech Republic, Germany, Ireland, Japan, Malaysia, Korea, 
Mexico, the Netherlands, Taiwan, Vietnam, Britain and the US 
were at the event.

The fair, which provides excellent opportunities for Asian buyers 
and manufacturers to build new businesses, had 79 exhibitors 
who displayed log and timber frame structures, engineered wood 
products, treated lumber, windows, doors, mouldings, cabinetry, 
flooring, Western Red Cedar products and other wood building 
products. 

The event, which was small in nature, allowed participants to 
meet almost all the suppliers and exhibitors. 

Though small in nature, the Global Buyers Mission ended on a 
positive note.

Sylvawood aims to serve as an avenue for international timber players 
to do trade and network.

The delegates at a factory visit in Canada.



INDUsTRY FOCUs14 Vol. 21 Nos. 5 & 6 Timber Malaysia

M

GeRMANY
german Timber Day

MTC teamed up with MTCC for German Timber Day this year. 
Organised by the German Timber Trade Federation, the biennial 
event attracted 3,000 visitors who represented the timber trade 
and manufacturing industry from Germany, The Netherlands, 
Belgium and Eastern Europe.

The fair was held in Cologne, Germany. There were 183 exhibitors 
and the products displayed comprised sawntimber, glued 
laminated timber, wooden windows and flooring as well as 
timber-related software programmes.

There were 120 visitors to the MTC/MTCC stand with 54 and 22 
general and trade enquiries, respectively. 

MTC partnered with MTCC for German Timber Day.

Visitors at the MTC/MTCC booth. 

MMTC organised a Technical and Resource Mission to Vietnam in 
conjunction with the 11th Vietnam International Woodworking 
Industry Fair which is also known as Vietnamwood. The mission, 
held from 12 to 16 October 2015, was led by MTC’s Industry 
Development Division Director Hamidah Abdullah.

On board the mission were 17 industry members from 15 
companies and two officers from the Malaysian Timber    
Industry Board.

The biennial fair was held from 14 to 17 October at the Saigon 
Exhibition & Convention Centre. About 280 exhibitors 
participated in the fair which attracted 10,947 visitors. 

VIeTNAM
Technical, resource Mission 
to Vietnam

The Malaysian delegates take a break for a photo shoot with their 
Vietnamese counterparts.

About 280 exhibitors were present at Vietnamwood which is a   
biennial event.
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MMTC organized a market research visit to Tehran, Iran, for the 
Malaysian Wood Moulding & Joinery Council (MWMJC) and 
the Association of Malaysian Bumiputra Timber & Furniture 
Entrepreneurs (PEKA) from 21 to 27 August 2015. 

The six-member market development team was led by George 
Yap of MWMJC. Wahab Ab Razak was the only representative 
from PEKA who joined Soo Weng Heng, Tan Leong Yeok, Leong 
Yue Peng and Keng Ong on the visit.

A market debriefing session was held on 1 October 2015, at 
MTC’s headquarters in Kuala Lumpur which was attended 
by 32 representatives from timber-related associations and  
government agencies.

The MWMJC and PEKA members shared their findings which 
involved the timber trade operations in Iran with the attendees. 

MALAYsIA
Debriefing Session on 
Iranian Market

The delegates at the debriefing session.

Wahab Ab Razak highlights his observations.

T

MALAYsIA
TeaM’s Market Visit to The 
netherlands, Britain

The Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia (TEAM) 
held a briefing and dialogue session on its market visit to 
the Netherlands and Britain on 23 November 2015 at MTC’s 
headquarters in Kuala Lumpur. Seven TEAM members were 
accompanied by two MTC representatives during their factory 
visits and meetings with timber trade associations from          
both countries.

The TEAM delegation was led by George Tan who was joined by 
members Chua Song Fong, Khoo Chin Leong, Alex Lau Sie Yuen, 
Wong Kar Wai, Robert Ang Chee Hock and Low Ching Cheong 
during their market visit which was from 25 to 31 October 2015.

The session was attended by 32 representatives from         
timber-based associations, government agencies and     
university students. 

The TEAM members at a factory visit.

MTC CEO Datuk Dr Abdul Rahim Nik (second from right) at the 
dialogue session.
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MMTC organised a market research visit to China for its affiliated 
association members from 1 to 7 November 2015.

The delegation, which was led by Goh Chee Yew, comprised 
Chin Lee Yen, Pon Chia Hwee, Beh Nam Yeow, Sia Boon Sieng 
and Chew Siam Poh. The members shared their findings during 
a market debriefing session at the MTC headquarters in Kuala 
Lumpur on 1 December 2015.

The debriefing session was attended by 35 participants from 
timber-based associations and government agencies. 

MALAYsIA
Debriefing on Market Visit to China

The delegates at the debriefing session.

I
M&A good for business

MTC’s M&A programme helps boost productivity and save cost.

The programme is open to all sub-sectors of the timber industry.

In a bid to reduce labour dependency and to improve 
production efficiency at woodworking factories, MTC initiated 
the Mechanisation and Automation (M&A) programme in 
2011 where consultants study a factory’s operations and 
correct its areas of inefficiency which eventually result in                       
cost-saving measures. 

The Malaysian timber industry is very much a traditional 
concern which has been confronted with numerous 
challenges that compromise its competitive edge in a market 
that demands new trends which are being met, thanks to 
innovation and technological advancements. MTC’s M&A 
programme helps a company stay ahead.

The working conditions at most woodworking factories make 
it less attractive to the workforce which is why most factories 
experience labour shortage. The dwindling raw material supply 
further compounds the problem as business owners try to 
reduce wastage that result from poorly skilled labour manning             
vital workstations.

The M&A programme is opened to all subsectors of the timber 
industry - sawmilling; plywood manufacturing; builders’, 
carpentry and joinery (door, moulding as well as flooring) and       
furniture manufacturing.

It is divided into two levels. Level 1 involves the identification 
of areas for improvement while Level 2 will concentrate on the 
implementation of the recommendations.

Factory operators will be given a detailed presentation 
on the recommended areas for improvement as well 
as a comprehensive report. The operators are not 
obliged to engage the consultants to follow through the 
recommendations at Level 2 and can implement the changes 
on their own.

Some of the consultants’ findings have resulted in huge 
monetary savings per month in electrical charges for a factory 
operator while furniture and door manufacturers recorded 
higher productivity yields of between 5% and 20%.

For details on the M&A programme, email idd@mtc.com.my. 
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T

The charred beam 
from the mall          
in Salem, Oregon.

Though wood has been used for light 
timber framing in low-rise buildings 
for over a century, the use of wood in 
construction has yet to reach its true 
potential. Most builders tend to opt for 
steel or concrete framing, especially 
for high-rise buildings due to the 
myths surrounding the integrity and 
performance of timber during a fire. Wood 
is often misconstrued as being structurally 
less sound than concrete or steel as well 
as more prone to fires.

The advancement of fire-proofing 
technology and the emergence of modern 
engineered timber composites in the 
past decade such as laminated veneer 
lumber (LVL), laminated strand lumber 
(LSL), glued laminated timber (glulam) 
and cross laminated timber (CLT), have 
opened the door for wood to be used as 
the primary building material in larger and 
taller buildings.

In many European countries, pre-
fabricated timber is widely used in the 

Timber high-rise not an inferno
Contrary to popular belief, timber performs better in a fire compared with concrete and steel

construction of high-rise buildings. It has 
been proven that the technical strength of 
engineered timber such as CLT is similar 
to that of pre-cast concrete. 

Pioneering the way forward for high-rise 
timber buildings is the 10-storey Forté 
in Melbourne, Australia. Considered the 
world’s tallest contemporary timber 
building, Forté used predominantly CLT 
in its construction and successfully saved 
1,451 tonnes of carbon and reduced its 
carbon footprint. 

The use of CLT in the UK has grown 
tremendously in the past decade 
across all building sectors, as more 
architects, contractors and developers 
see the sustainable and practical benefits         
that it offers. 

Insulating Properties of Timber

Research has shown that timber used 
as large structures in buildings perform 
better during a fire compared with steel 
or concrete. 

This is because steel will buckle and 
concrete will crack and crumble under 
high temperatures. Thick timber beams 
on the other hand, will initially ignite but 
the charring of the wood takes place at 
an extremely slow rate due to wood’s 
inherent properties to naturally insulate in 
a fire. The charring of the outer layers of 
wood cuts-off the oxygen supply and this 
effectively slows down the burning of the 
deeper layers of timber.

A detailed Fire Test Report published 
by Stora Enso Building and Living on 
1 May 2014 shows that CLT buildings 
will maintain their structural integrity in 
construction site fire scenarios due to the 
material’s limited charring rate. Massive 
engineered timber products such as 
glulam and CLT have a slow charring 
rate, allowing the building to maintain its 
structural integrity in a fire.

Another study found that there was 
no evidence at all of the difference in 
distribution of the size of fires between 
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timber-framed buildings and those made 
of steel and concrete. Timber can also be 
treated with special chemical substances 
before arriving on site which can make 
the material incombustible and fire 
retardant. This is an important factor as 
it provides the building’s occupants with 
sufficient time to evacuate safely.

The Proof is in the Burning

On 31 December 2012, a fire started in 
a strip mall in Salem, Oregon, shortly 
before midnight. The fire spread fast and 
destroyed everything except the glulam 
beams within the building. After the fire, 
the glulam beams were still so sound that 
the fire-fighting crew had to use their 
backhoes and bulldozers to break the 
beams in half to continue with their task.

Several experiments have shown that 
glulam beams consistently outperform 
other leading materials in fire resistance 
tests. The average building-fire 
temperature ranges from 700-900° 
Celsius. Steel weakens dramatically when 
the temperature is above 230° Celsius, 
retaining only about 10% of its strength at 
750° Celsius. 

Studies have shown that within just 10 
minutes of a fire, steel loses over 50% of 
its structural properties.

Wood, on the other hand, only ignites at 
about 260° Celsius. Once heavy timber 
ignites, it chars at an incredibly slow 
rate of 0.635mm per minute*. Thus, in a 
30-minute fire, only about 19mm of the 
exposed surface of the glulam will be lost 
to charring while still retaining over 80% 
of its strength. 
 
Experts have concluded that although 
wood does burn, the contribution from 
the timber building materials to the fire 
load is usually small compared to the 
contribution of the building contents 
which constitute as the main source of 
fuel in a fire. It should be noted that large 
areas of wood-based surface linings 
in buildings can contribute to faster 
fire spread, though its effects can be 
mitigated by incorporating other design 
features into the building. 

The emergence of modern engineered 
timber composites have enabled timber 
to stand tall – literally and figuratively 
speaking – against other construction 
materials such as steel and concrete. 

The Forte in Melbourne, Australia.

Timber has proven its worth.

* Under the American ASTM E-119 fire 
exposure.  
Source: American Institute of Timber 
Construction
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TThe Vennesla Library and Culture House is a public library located 
in Vest-Agder, Norway. The building, which was completed in 
2011, has won several architecture prizes, including the Statens 
Byggeskikkpris 2012 (the Norwegian state prize for good 
buildings). 

A year after its opening, Vennesla had attracted more than 
100,000 visitors due to its unique design. In 2005, the library 
was relocated to the heart of the city, linking together an existing 
community house and a learning centre. A café, open meeting 
places and administrative areas were incorporated into the plan of 
the new building which led to the birth of Vennesla.

Made mainly of wood, it has a striking appearance. All the inner 
and outer walls, elevator shaft, slabs and parts of the roof are 
made of prefabricated glued laminated wood and CNC cut 
plywood boards. 

The building comes with 27 glued laminated timber arcs that 
support the roof that make the building to resemble the ribs of a 
whale. These “ribs” provide generous open space, with personal 
study zones nestled along its perimeter. 

Each rib consists of a glued laminated timber beam and column, 
acoustic absorbents which contain the air-conditioning ducts, 

Vennesla Library and Culture 
House, Norway

The beautiful ‘whale ribs’ which give the building its unique appeal.

bent glass panes that serve as lighting covers and signs, and 
integrated reading niches and shelves.

The ribs change throughout the interior to indicate the different 
spaces. At the main entrance, the rib spans the entire width of 
the building and then slowly condenses to create more intimate 
rooms. 

The building is classified as “Class A” as it incorporates one of 
Norway’s highest standards of energy-saving solutions. 

The library has won several notable architecture awards.
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WWorld renowned architect, Shigeru Ban, 
has once again proved that he has the 
Midas touch. The Japanese mastermind 
designed a new home for the Aspen Art 
Museum which is Ban’s first permanent 
museum building in the US.

The museum is a 3,000 sq m non-
collecting contemporary art gallery in 
Aspen, Colorado. The building is a work of 
art on its own and reflects the Japanese 
architect’s love for wood. 

A woven wood screen made of Prodema 
wraps the building. Prodema is a 
composite of resin and paper sandwiched 
inside wood veneer. The wooden 
screen allows light to shine in and offers 
passersby a glimpse of what’s inside.

A rooftop sculpture garden offers 
unobstructed views of Ajax Mountain, 
Aspen’s main skiing destination. The 
roof also has a cafe, bar and outdoor  
screening space.

Inside, the architect has included six 
galleries as well as a shop, on-site artist’s 

Aspen Art Museum, USA
The Aspen Art Museum with its woven wooden screen wrap.

apartment and an education centre. 
In total, the building provides more 
than triple the exhibition space of the 
museum’s previous facility.

“In designing the Aspen Art Museum, I 
wanted to create a site-specific sequence 

The roof-deck sculpture garden allows visitors to enjoy Aspen’s vistas. 

that took into account the mountain’s 
view and the building’s purpose as an art 
museum, and to open the building to the 
outside so visitors could appreciate the 
beauty of Aspen from inside the building,” 
said Shigeru Ban. 
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TThe word “luxury” seems like an understatement. “Celestial”     
may be a better description for such is the sublime beauty          
of the Constance Ephelia Resort in Seychelles. 

Sitting on 120 hectares of land amidst some rare vegetation, 
the Ephelia, which was opened in 2010, has won many hearts. 
Created to blend seamlessly with its natural surroundings, the 
resort is near two beaches – one in front of its main building and 
the other on the opposite side facing the villas. 

An island nation, Seychelles is located in the Indian Ocean and is 
about 1,600km east of Kenya. The archipelago consists of more 
than 116 islands and Ephelia is on the north-west coast of Mahe 
Island and overlooks the National Marine Park of Port Launay.

For total relaxation by the ocean and epic views of the beaches, 
check into Ephelia’s suites or villas and bask in the thoughtful 
touches that have gone into making this resort a sought-after 
travel destination.  

Ethereal 
Ephelia

It is luxury at its best at Constance Ephelia.

Timber-framed roofs help keep the 
villas in the resort cool.

Though teeming with luxury, 
Constance Ephelia exudes earthy 
warmth, thanks to the ingenious 
wood use in the resort.
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It is hard not to feel one with nature in this room.

Guests receive celebrity treatment here where there are five 
restaurants, six bars, five pools and five boutiques. These are in 
addition to the private pools and verdant gardens that come in 
the Beach, Family, Hillside and Presidential Villas.

There are 184 spacious Junior Suites, 40 Senior Suites and 18 
Family, 16 Beach, eight Hillside and 10 Spa Villas. The Presidential 
Villa, which is 980 square metres, has three bedrooms and there 
is only one of this.

U Spa by Constance is devoted to enhancing the overall 
wellbeing of Ephelia’s guests with its ancient Japanese     
massage techniques. 

Designed primarily with natural materials such as timber and 
mortar, Ephelia’s interior décor is almost always a conversation 
piece which inevitably centres on the resort’s builders.

The ingenuity of architect Jean Marc Eynaud of Mauritius 
with consultants from Hoolooman Services Limited also from 
Mauritius had resulted in Ephelia winning many coveted titles 
under the International Hotel and Property Award category        
in 2014.

Its amazing design ideas are a celebration of texture where 
wood, stone and marble blend smoothly with the resort’s tropical 
greenery. The architect displayed his masterstroke by designing 
the resort cleverly around the beaches and lagoons. The beauty 
of the resort is further elevated by stunning landscaping which 
capitalised on the surrounding vegetation.

Though Ephelia’s interior is all about high-end comfort and 
style, the huge presence of wood gives it a warm and inviting 
ambience. All the furniture in the resort are also wood-based.

Bulk of Ephelia’s wood came from Malaysia. Yellow Balau has 
been extensively used for the resort’s flooring and roofs. The 
ceilings feature an impressive lattice of timber trusses and all the 

The Zee Bar adopts a similar concept with overhead timber lattices that resemble the letter “Q”.
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The Corrosol with its timber lattice and wooden poles which separate the buffet counter from the rest of the dining area.

Matching upholstery and drapes give this wood-based quiet corner an earthy feel.



roof designs throughout the resort are different. Local pine wood 
has also been used especially in the lobby and spa areas. The 
presence of these rounded pine logs goes to show that the resort 
builders have given pride of place for local building materials. The 
neatly crafted doors at the resort have been made of Sapele, a 
wood species from West Africa.

Picked for its sturdiness, strips of Yellow Balau make up the 
flooring at Ephelia’s spa, lobby and some of its villas. The 
minimalist approach of the spa’s lobby indirectly displays the 
length and breadth in which the Yellow Balau has been used. The 
polished wooden flooring in itself provides a warm embrace as 
guests walk in to soothe away their aches. 

Over at the Corosol, which is the main buffet restaurant, hangs a 
huge piece of timber lattice designed in squares in the centre of 
the buffet court. The lattice is held in place by four wooden poles 
making this buffet counter a pavilion of its own.

The Corosol’s flooring is a split of wood and marble in the centre 
where the circular-shaped timber flooring is surrounded by huge 
slabs of marble.

The creativity of the interior decorator and his attention to detail 
can be seen at the restaurant where the colours of the overhead 
cylinder lights are similar to that of the wood-based dining sets 
and timber flooring. The lights, which vary in terms of length and 
diameter, provide a nice warm glow to this lovely dining area.

The Zee Bar adopts a similar concept with overhead timber 
lattices that resemble the letter “Q”. The interior of the bar is 
predominantly wood-based also.

Ephelia in general, has a very earthy feel to it. Most of its interior 
and the décor in the rooms are in shades of brown and hues 
close to this which have a calming effect.

Many residential and commercial structures 
enhanced by the use of Malaysian timber 
are featured in MTC’s book “ReThink: A New 
Paradigm for Malaysian Timber”. Co-published 
with MPH and available at MPH and leading 
bookstores in Malaysia and Singapore, the book 
showcases breathtaking projects in Malaysia, 
Singapore, Mauritius and the Maldives.             

The gazebo is another place to rest and relax.

The Presidential Villa with its three bedrooms and magnificent 
ocean views, also has its own gym, spa, private pool and outdoor 
dining kiosk. What makes this villa so astonishing is its exquisite 
design which again is a primary blend of timber and marble. Even 
the fan blades are made of wood.

A night’s stay here will set you back between US$6,200 and 
US$8,500 but you can be rest assured that you will get your 
dollars’ worth. 

The Constance Ephelia Resort is a feast that soothes the senses 
in every way. Allow yourself to be immersed into its hypnotic 
realm with its caressing sea breezes, alluring ocean waters, lush 
greenery, culinary delights and refined service that will warm the 
cockles of your heart.

And it is nice to know that Malaysian timbers are playing a great 
supporting role. 
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TThe Cameron Highlands Montane Park (CHiMP) at the Hulu 
Bertam Forest Reserve in Tanah Rata, Cameron Highlands, 
is a highland botanical garden which was jointly established 
by the Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM) and the 
Forestry Department Peninsular Malaysia (FDPM). The park is 
a component of the Cameron Highlands Dreams Programme 
initiated by the Natural Resources and Environment Ministry 
(NRE) involving various agencies to save the highland ecosystem 
from imminent threats. NRE — supported by FRIM and FDPM 
— was given a mandate by the government to restore the cloud 
forest resort to its full glory.

CHiMP is an area covering 10ha, located 1,400 to 1,500m above 
sea level. The park houses a variety of native and endemic 
montane flora collected from the main mountain range of 
Peninsular Malaysia. The winding 150m pathway, is fringed by a 
multitude of plants creating a beautiful forest landscape.

The park was planned in three phases (Phase 1: 2002-2010; Phase 
2: 2011-2015; and Phase 3: 2016-2020) and plants were collected 
from seven states and 14 forest reserves. There are 14 showcase 
lawns at CHiMP, housing native and unique plants from selected 
floristic groups. The park although small, is an effective and 
comprehensive showcase of highland flora, and is also the first of 
its kind in Peninsular Malaysia. 

Each showcase lawns are unique in nature. For instance, the 
Laman Halia features a number of interesting plants that thrive 
amidst the cool misty environment of the mountain. The main 
attraction here is the montane ginger, Geostachys, which is only 

CHiMP conserves the treasure 
of highland flora
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Cameron Highlands Montane Park, the keeper of highland treasures.
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found in highlands. 
Olocasia gigantean 
or lambuk whose 
stem can be eaten 
raw, can be found at 
Laman Keladi. Another 
interesting spot is the 
Laman Asam Batu that 
houses a wide variety 
of begonia.

In between the foliage are splashes of colourful flowers, fruits 
and even pitchers that break the often green monotonous 
background of the park. Colourful flora at CHiMP include the 
white-flowered senduduk gunung (Medinilla pauciflora),  the 
striking purple flowers of Ridleyandra morganii, the bright 
yellow wild balsam (Impatiens), the pinkish and available all-
year-round flowers, Coelogyne xyrekes, the reddish magenta 
coloured pitcher plant (Nepenthes) and the indigo fruits siak-siak   
(Dianella javanica).

Orchids remain as the park’s highlight, thanks to its unique 
beauty. Various orchid species found in Cameron Highlands are 
now thriving at the CHiMP orchid house.

The complete development of the park will showcase CHiMP 
as a one-stop centre for montane ecosystem and biodiversity 
reference. It will also serve as a good avenue for highland 
research, conservation, environmental education, recreation      
and ecotourism. 

Various begonia collection can be 
found at Laman Asam Batu.
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Tan Sri Leo Moggie planting the ‘Merawan Siput Jantan’ during TNB’s 
Tree for a Tree programme.

I

Aeon continues 
tree-planting 
tradition 
In conjuction with its pre-opening ceremony, Aeon Mall 
Klebang planted 13,000 trees of various species around its 
premises in Ipoh, Perak. Through its Aeon Hometown Forest 
Programme, species such as Gaharu, Katong Laut, Kenanga, 
Chengal, Sepetir Daun Lebai as well as local fruit trees and 
herbal plants were planted by some 800 volunteers during 
the tree-planting activity.

Aeon Co (M) Bhd managing director Nur Qamarina Chew 
said tree-planting has always been associated with the 
organisation’s conservation efforts. The programme was 
launched in 1991, where the first tree-planting initiative was 
carried out at Aeon Malacca Shopping Centre (now known as 
Aeon Mall Melaka). About 50,000 trees were planted. 

Since then, this treasured tradition has grown bigger and 
better. Trees are planted whenever a new Aeon store or mall 
is opened. To date, the company has planted 10 million trees 
worldwide, and approximately half a million trees in Malaysia.

The volunteers involved in the tree-planting activity 
comprised nature enthusiasts, environmentalists, local 
community members, government officials, the mall’s 
business partners, schoolchildren as well as personnel 
from the Fire and Rescue Department, police and Ipoh               
City Council.

Pupils from five schools - SK Haji Mahmud, SK Seri Kelebang, 
SK Kelebang Jaya, SJK (T) Klebang and SJK (C) Poi Lam - 
were proud to be part of the green initiative. Donations in the 
form of books worth RM2,000 each were also presented to 
the five schools by Malaysian Aeon Foundation.

Also present at the ceremony was Aeon Co (M) Bhd’s 
chairman Datuk Abdullah Mohd Yusof and  guest-of-
honour Forest Research Institute Malaysia’s director-general 
Datuk Dr Abd Latif Mohmod, who commended Aeon’s                         
tree-planting efforts. 

Some of the pupils planting trees at Aeon Klebang. 
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TTenaga Nasional Bhd (TNB) will be planting 11,000 
trees in 11 locations in the peninsula as part of its Tree 
for a Tree programme which is the power company’s                
green initiative.

TNB chairman Tan Sri Leo Moggie said Tree for a Tree 
would be part of the company’s annual corporate social 
responsibility programmes. He said this during the launch 
at Taman Pasif in Kuantan, Pahang. 

Some 300 TNB and Kuantan Municipal Council staff as 
well as Pertubuhan Pelindung Khazanah Alam Malaysia 
(Peka) members, Universiti Tenaga Nasional students 
and volunteers planted 1,000 Me  ra wan Siput Jantan and 
Bintangor Laut trees at the park. 

TNB would also be collaborating with Peka and other 
local councils to plant trees at selected public parks. TNB, 
through Peka, will monitor the growth of the planted 
trees for the next three years. 

Volunteers from TNB, Kuantan Municipal Council, Universiti 
Tenaga Nasional and Peka, and residents planting 1,000 
saplings at Taman Pasif.
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TNB’s power in 
11,000 trees 
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Batu Lawi attracts adventurers to explore its cultural trek.  
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BBatu Lawi is a twin-peaked mountain in 
the Kelabit Highlands of Sarawak. It has 
played important roles in both ancient 
mythology and modern history. The taller 
“male” peak stands proud at 2,046 metres 
above sea level, while the “female” summit 
is at 1,850 metres. It is one of the highest 
mountains in Sarawak. 

Batu Lawi is sacred to many of the people 
who live in the region, such as the Kelabit 
and the Penan. The Kelabit people believe 
that the mountain’s peaks are a husband 
and wife pair of divine protectors who are 
also the parents of all highland people. 

Kelabit legends tell of a time when a 
mountain of fire called Batu Apoi tried to 
burn all living things and Batu Lawi fought 
back. The Kelabit would visit Batu Lawi 
on pilgrimages from settlements such as 
Bario or Ba’Kelalan — which is a two-day 
walk through the forest that is now part of 
the Pulong Tau National Park. 

For years, Batu Lawi has attracted 
adventurers and explorers to its craggy 
slopes. Taking you deep into the heart of 
these majestic highlands, this cultural trek 
explores a land of “lost” tribes, ancient 
jungles and spectacular vistas. 

Batu Lawi Hill, 
Sarawak

The twin peaks of Batu Lawi Hill.  
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Batu Lawi’s “female” peak was first climbed in 1946 
by Tom Harrisson, a British polymath, who erected 
a memorial to those killed during the campaign 
against the Japanese. The “male” peak is a finger of 
sandstone which rises more than one thousand feet 
from the mountain below. The ascent of it’s sheer rock 
face requires specialist climbing equipment and has 
only been achieved twice - firstly by a British Army 
expedition in 1985/86 and then in 1993 by a group         
of Australians. 

The ascent of the “female” peak was, until recently, quite 
an arduous undertaking  involving a return trek of almost 
a week with overnight stops in makeshift shelters. In 
1991, however, a project was initiated to improve access 
to the mountain. This was sponsored by the Sarawak 
government and executed by villagers from Pa Ukat 
and Pa Umor, two villages in Bario whose guides and 
porters are benefiting from the resulting tourist income. 
These improvements resulted in an easier return trip to 
Batu Lawi which now can easily be accomplished within     
four days. 

The vegetation on the “female” peak of Batu Lawi 
is classed as mountain heath, with low shrubs of 
Rhododendron and Callophyllum, ground herbs, ferns, 
orchids and carnivorous pitcher plants (Nepenthes 
species) that include Nepenthes lowii. 

A 1998 expedition by members of the Miri branch of 
the Malaysian Nature Society recorded 67 species of 

Villagers from Bario benefitted from the upgraded work done at Batu Lawi.
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birds such as the helmeted hornbill, and 
20 species of mammal, including the 
Bornean gibbon and sun bear  in the 
forest that surrounds Batu Lawi. However, 
the only birds recorded from the summit 
of Batu Lawi were the ochraceous bulbul 
and mountain blackeye.  During his 
exploration, Harrisson saw a peregrine 
falcon on the “male” peak. 
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Mountain blackeye is one of the bird 
species that resides in Batu Lawi. 
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